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k. Lt Oak m3: | 
Be yee followers of me,even as 1 alſo am of Chriſt, 

g© EBxO D. 33. 3. 


Thou ſhalt not follow a muliitude to doe ewill. 


1 Con. 10.11. 
Now all theſe things happened unto them for Enſamples: And 
they are written for our admonitian. 


LoND 0 N. 
abt Printed by G.2f, for George Edwards inthe Old-Baily in Greene-Arbour, $2 
X at the figne ofthe Axeell, MDCXL. 


EE EEE EEE CE EEE IEEE SC CEE 


”— Þ YI” Ra __ 


3 
ba 
f —_. "—""”— ———— AG. OQ0_ 


= " , 
+ anmwſh** —— Sod ” I 7 . a 


—_—— y —_—_—— M>_ _— _—_ "* _ JW—_s ImDn—TgyT_r— >. 


s *” 
E | 
1 4 . 
_ 
Fg 
p 4 
' F 
; 4 "a k "4 # —_ "1 
- - 


- worm, 


ED. 


Wes * < \ 
0006 


=> 
- _ - - 


WORSHIPEFVLL 


THE MAIOR, THE 


VVORNRSHIPEVLL THE 


ALDERMEN AND BVRGESSES, 
AND THE REST OF THE INH A- 


BITANTSOF THE TOWNE 
AND PARISHOF ZZ ANBURYT, 


| Right Worſhipfull,&c. 


[| 


your happineſſe in the 
10joy ment of your wor- 
thy Paſtours labows, 
ſoboth I and many 0- 


condole your miſery in 


the loſſe of the good 


| Authour. 
| R 
the greater now 1s your miſery,and | feare ma 


5 


IS | could not but con- 
cratulate my owne and 


ther Chriſtians do now 


The greater your happinefle was, | 
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4 of you prized not che bleſſing ſo m ach as s you 
| {ſhould have done, and thac you knew not the 
grearneſle of the benelitfo well by the tr -uition. 
as now by the want of it, Ar Banbury evena- 
of  mongl[t you was your Pattour borne and bred, 

and there he lived and died. Miniſters are cal- 
led [locumbents, ſo was he being diligent] y re- 
lident i in [1s place, they are tiled Ligl; ts,{o.was 
| he, like a candle orJampe which ſpent himſelfe 
LE: [Eo pive light to others, Feſpent his means and 
Arengeh amongſt you,andas himlelte in his ſick- 
neſle laid, He ſought not yours but you, Otallthe |» 
Miniſters that ever | knew ſo experimentally, he 

| was the moſt unblameable 1n his converſation, 
Thad the happineſle tolive almoſta yeare with | 
himin his houſe, neare foure yeares under his: 
Miniſtry, and to be eſteemed by him one ofbis 
| faithfulleft friends, I have caule to blefſle GOD 
for himwhilſtl hive, ſincett pleafed him by his 
| meanes, not cncly to reveale many ſaving 
| truches unto mee, burallo to ſet them on with! 
| ſuch power, as hope [ thall never forget them, 
1 JOh, with ag life and zeale would hee both 
3 preach and pray ! and how ftri& and watchfull 
. washee in his whole life ! being (asevery good 
Miniſter ſhould be) Blameleſſe, Sober, Fuſt, Holy, 


[x Tim. 32 
Tits, { emper ate, of 2 ood Behaviour, gryen to Hoſpiraliy, 


_— ———— — ——— T_T Se 
. . 


| 


| 202540, apt to teach, a lover? of good things and good men, Hee 


| will " beare 


both rex ſtudied to approove himſelfe unto GOD, a workeman 


2 Tin.215, ., that necded not to be aſhamed,righily drvidms the mm 
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of Truth, He propounded to you the Examples 
oFT_ny VVrit, and was himſelte whilſt he lived, 
an Example and Patterne ofall good works, If 
that ſaying theretore of »Auitins he rue, 30 Ma- 
| 'ny as 4 man ſhall edifie by a good Ex umple, for jo many \* 
he ſhall receive a reward of a bleſi:d life, than ſurely 
he hath now received a full reward for all the 
goodhes did by his holy hte, unto thote with 
whom he converſed Ina wand hee was a molt 
piousand accompliſht Divine for his miniſtert- 
all parts and paines (as one ot his neare Friends: 
ſaid rucly) hee might ſooner bee envied than 
macchrand equalled: .betn21n this like Saul high- 
| |erthan his brethren by che head. He was well 
'skilled in both the Originall tongues, being able 
'torender the Text outetiin Hebrew Bible or. 
(;reeke Teftament to another in our mother 
tongue, asfaniliarly almoſt, as if it had bin En-. 
oliſh, Forthe Arts, he was a good Logician, as 
Hisexact Anal;/rr otthe ten ( 0mmandements (hew- 
eth, a good Phuloſopher,as his Sermons in manu- | 
ſcript on the 104. Pſalme doe witneſle, a good 
Rhetorician or Oratour,as his printed Tromnbs As; 


boundantly reſtifie, [F ee had words atwill and 


VIII Ins oo og, oe re EET —-- 


c-uldreadily and aptly expreſle himſelfe in his 


Sermons, which gitt ofElocutton is requiſite if 
not neceſlary for a acompleate Divine. 

He had by long * Experience gotten theartof 
preaching, and he wrotea tract concerning that ' 
ſubject; hee had an excellent faculty in cha- 
| A & racterizing * 


| 1 Tim. 4 I2 


i Pet. 5, 3: 
Int. 2.7 | 
Tm are | 
two klngular 
 virfraes 1n 2 
_— Xa1m-! 
; 
| 
| 


I Ir nay 
' profit A 
world of 
_ 
wh 1s A 
| and may doc: 
good for al 
lovg time 
after, 
I Pet,3.5,5 
M. Harrs At 
Hanwell, 


* He was 
Preacher at 
Banbury a- 
| bove thirty 


| yeaTres, | 


R———— 
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' Booke of 


Judger, 09 Therefore | paſle from himſelfe to this Ops 
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| The Epiſtle D edicatory. 


racterizing OI ficly deſcribing a VertuUe or vice, 


a __ Or nn 


mon-place- booke of Is own, yet he could treat 


| 


} 


or any other ting, and chough he had no com- 


ofauy ſubject. I might alſo Ln his other 1n- 


dowmen ts, and wick danger of exceeding 
magnthe him tor his ſtrong nad parts, his 
fold judgement and tenacious memorie, and 
commend ſome yertues wherein hee excelled 


* Hee went| [tence *1n his Calling, and cthenalioſhew how 


over 1n hs 


to your imitation, as his Humility, Merci- 
'fullnefle, Beneficence, Labor'ouſnefle and D1- 


preaching Comfortably he d:ed being full ofteavenly ſ[>ee- 


the whole 


ches and godly Exhortations, 


the Samuels, 


the 1 Xi2 poſthumum, this firſt worke of his which ſince 
to the 11.C. 


ortherabout, h1s death caine to light, Viz, SErMONs on all the 


| 
| &rhe whole P ke Containeth a Lriete and ſhort Stor y r of the 


ls 


| 


| 
4 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Gm el 


| ofte. a. 


! all the P/a/. 


tothe 106. E XaMPles Or Biſtoricall part of Geneſis, which! 


| Goſpel of lob, 
betidesalthe h1ngs done from the beginning of the worla to, 


principles 

of Religion the death of Foſeph, for the ſpace as 1t 18 thought! 
by ſome of 2209. yeares, by DocGer Willet of 
2348, yeares, Examples are not unfitly compa- 
red unto looking-Glafles, wherein one may | 
behold as well wie to by" 425 what to fol-| 


low: So vou ſhould follow the Faith of Abra-| 


ham and Obedirnce of Iſaack, but ſhun their ly-/ 
ing and diflembling; follow Noah and Lot in. 


p Wir Righteouſneſſe and Zeale, but ſhunne their 


 drunkenneſſe and inceſt, 


monelt 


— 


| 
j 
J 


And becaule an Exampleota Per ſon living a- | 


ge 


The ve Epiſtle Dedicatory. = 
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oak you may bee more prevalent with 

ſome then the Examples of others chough! | 

ſingularly holy whoſe vertues they onely read! | 
of (as a Sermon delivered, Uiva voce, doth | 
more affeithen the ſame reade -our of a; 
 Booke ) Sowalke therefore as you had him 
for an Example, and bee you followers 0 | 


him, as hee was of CHRIST, in the Gra-' 
ces befol mentioned and all holy conv erla-] 

| |tion, Remember him who had the rule over you, yy... 
' |who hath ſpoken unto you the Word of © O D, 

'  |wboſe Faith follow and Charitie too; for Ma- 

fter Whately was the moſt bountiful Mini. 

ſter to the poore I thinke in England of his} 
Mmeanes, your Conſcences will witneſle chat 

hee hath often prefled and urged this Dune! 
upon you, and as hee was I" in per-; 
ſwading his Hearers to beneficence, ſo hee; 
practiſed the ſame Himlſelfe, entertaining! 

ſome poore widdowes or neceſſicous Perſons | 
weekely at the leaſt act his Table, and gi- | 
ving the tenth of all his Eſtate chat way ,| | 
Gd ſee how GOD bleſſed him for the' 
ſame, his Eſtate ( as himſelfe told mee) 
proſpered the better after hee tooke that | 
courſe, and in his ſickenefle hee comforted | 
himſelfe with that Promiſe , P/alme 41. 1, 
3- Bleſjed 11 hee that confidereth the pore, the, 
LORD will deliver him. in time of trouble. | 


The L O'RD will flrengthen him upon the bed of 
lan gh. 
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[anguiſhing.  O follow him therefore who by 
Faith and Patience inherits the Promiles, ler 
his Yo0d Example and wholeſome Inſtructi. 
'ons provoke you to all holineſſe, that you all | 
ſo may partake with him in hd happinefle of 


which hee 1s now tully poſſeſſed, | 


Your true. 


me err rn  _ * —_ = 


Chriſtian Friend, 


— << Ore — -- —Oa— > eo < co one te - 


Edward Leigh. 
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'TO THE CHRISTIAN. | 
READER, | 
| Rec | 


FD Mid(} the numb erleſſe numv'r of Bookes whey 
»& With in this ſoribliie age the preſſe: ave 0 

preſſed, there is ſronerrs | enough of {uct 4 F 
are uſefull and profitable, &s ih» reſo & 
the Art of Printing Was 4 happ y 13VCR(10n | 
= for the propagating of learning, [0 ſurcly 


: 


wee are beboiding to thoſe who Write ſuch 


things as nre wortby to be publiſh2d: Since ( ds one aith ) Hee. 
' that ſpeaketh proficeth for ans houre, but h- thas writeth jrofi eth | 
| for ever. This ſubjets thus bagdld by this worthy dece ſed Au 
 thour is an unbeaten traft, few (if any | baving rone over the Ex. 
ſample of Scripture tn {uch adofrinall ind ; ratticall way both, It 
' ſecmcd 0 as in the preaching both pleaf int and profi-ablez pleaſant | omne 11 
inreg rd of the ex plaining of dirvers ſtories ; profic able in reſpett of Pin nw 
ene þ. Tricul, ar ab plica! 198 0; Fall, Hze being (according to his man. | dult 

ner ) large aud lively cyerem: Had it pleaſed God to have con- 
tinned bin inlife, until hee had finiſh: all the Examples of either 
Teſtament, ſuch aworke from ſo able a Divine would hays beenes 
of ſingular uſe, Bu: he wasFrumentum Dei,: «5 Ignatius /aid,! 
b, Mortification and Seifc-deny ll, Hee was made cleane bread | 
for Chriſt who was the bread of life for him ; Go there fore, 
bath gathered this whea'c inco his garner, and he now reſts from | Mc3-1% 
this and all other labowrs, We thinke fi:ting alſo to give 01her; ro, 
underStand, which be M. Wheatelyes own? works, done by —_ 


(le and ſuch as they may account genume, vil, thoſe onely' 
| which 


p_y 
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Fo the Chriſtian Reader. 
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\ Ww1C' come forth either in our #aMes, Vit. EDwarD L 81GH, 
[f lExRY SCUDDER, or withan. Epiſtle at leaſt from one of us, | 
oY may 0b/crveinthe beginning of this Treatiſe, what was M, 
\\ heatlies conſtant method in handling rhe Examples, Incach per- | 
{on hce conſidered three things, His Birth, Life and Death, 
'n bis Life he obſercved bis carriage and bebaviour in reſpe&t borh | 
|of the deeds bee att, good, bad, mciifferent and doubtful, and. 
wethings @ Vichb efeil] bm, citner proſperouſl or adeperſly, in bene» 
* 5 or of, [/aCtions. Tis ball ſufjice in bri-fe to premiſe concerning 
115 tWorte, and fo wiſhing thee much benefit by the ſame, 1 


* | 
Fel r 
res Tt 


g—— 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Thy bearty Well-wiſber, 


FEoward [,siGcw 
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THE =o | 
LIFEANDDEATH OF {| 
Mu. /LLIAM W AATELY, LATE - 
Miniſter of the VVord at Banbury in the | | 


| County of Oxford,written by Henry Scudder Mint- 


fer of the Word at Collingborne-ducis, | | 
in the County of W:ltf, | | F 
| 


_ WOO 
- as, - 


| 
| 
; 
4 


Thath beene a commendable uſe in the 
Church of God from the Primitivetimes 
downetous; thatthelives of ſome or 
other (eſpecially of the more famous 
Miniſters and lights therein) have 
beene written by men who beſt knew, 

| | and had learned what their lives and 

converſation was. This they did not onely to vindicatetheir | 
names fromthe flanders ofthewicked, whowill ipeake evill | 
ofallthatoppoletheir evill wayes, and alſo rhat the dead, 
might bee daely honoured ; bur chiefly that the living by 
their g00d Examples might glorific God for them and be 
| edified. | 
| This writing anJprintiag the lives of worthy men, is like. 
|theetigrayings with the point of a diamond, raiſing up for 

'themaneyerlaſting monument; upon which thelight oftheir 

\Faich and good workes is made to ſhine before men, that 

ſeeing their Faith and holineſle they may follow them; | 

and may allo praiſe God for his graces in them, and for the 
good which hath bin done by them,and ſo glorifie theirFather | | 

'which isin Heaven, = (i 

| a F | | 
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| The Life and Death of M.W hately, Ti 


| Ihavebecnecarncſtly intreatedto write the Life and Death ' 
of M. William Whately, late Paſtour ofthe Church of Banbury, 
'I was madechoice of the rather, becauſe of rhat intimate- | 
neſleof Friendſhip which was betwvecene us, and becauſe of 
our longacquaintance, being of the ſame time in the fa-| 
| mous Vniverſity of Cambridge-and of the ſame Colledge and 
Chamber and havingthe ſame Tutor ; and afterward when 
wee wereboth placed in the Miniſtery wee lived ſometime 


together in one hoult,and agreat while ncare one another, 


: By marriage of; and \Vere 2lſo nearly allyed. | \ 


EY | T know none that had like meanes to know him more 
thoroughly then I. I havetherefore not unwillingly ſer pen | 
to paper, and doc herein all plaineneſle and ſobriety of truth 
reckon up and report his lifeand death ina thort ſumme, thar 
'thoſewho will may read and make their ule of ir, For in 
many things hee may bee a lively patterne to us his Brerhe- | 
reninthe Miniſtery of the Goſpell of Chriſt; and chelike 
in many things for the imitation of all that deſireto live godly * 
inChriſt [cſus, | 
| This M.VVilliam Whately was borne at Banbury a burrouzh 
| Town,very well known in Oxfordſhiere, = Pp 
en His Parents were both ofthem forward profeſſours of the ; 
#tarcy. © | Goſpeli of Chriſt, and ofthe power of Godlineſle and R eli. 
| ion, according as it is now mainetaincd in the Church of 

| England, They were both ofchiefe note and place in the | 
[Towne, his Father being oft Major, anda long time a ſtan. 
| ding Iuſtice of Peace in that Burrough. His Mother was a | 
[rare woman for naturall parts ; but chiefly tor Piety, Dili- | 
gencein her Calling, Frugality and Mercitullneſle to the 
poore. Shewas a right Lois or Eunice in breeding up this 


her Son (as ſhee did herother Children) inthe Knowledge of 
the holy Scriptures froma child, | 
 HisParentstrained him up in his yonger daies to learning, | 
ſetting him to the beſt Schooles that werein thoſe parts, where | 
heprofitedin learning (asalſo hee did in the Vniverſitie) a- 

 bovemoſt of his equalls in yeares. This hee did by reaſon of ) 


the Excellency of the naturall parts which God had given ; 
| him 


{ 
| 
{ 
| 
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him, namely, a quicke apprehenſ! jon,a cleare judgement and a 


moithappy memory: 

Hisripeneſſe in Grammer learning in Latine. Greeke and 
Hebrew was ſo carely that abour k fourteenth yeare of 
bis age, hewasfent to Chriſts Colledge in Cambrits: ; where | 
'God provided him and me a * , Cy one of athou'ſand for 
|Pietie, Learning, Diligence 1 in reading unto, and in a moſt 
loving and wiſec care of goyerning and godly inſtructing of his 
| pupils. 
| [n the Vniverſity he was an hard Student and qui ckely be- 
 camea goodLogician and Philoſopher, a ſtrong diſpurant, 
and an cxceilent Orator. He delighted much in the udy of 
Poctry and the Mathcmatiks, 
Hee was aconſtant hcearerofM. Do@or Chaderton and of. 
Vir.Pcrkins who at that time were famous Preachers in Can:- 
bridges Anditwas our Tutors mannertocaulc all his Pupills 
to come to Prayers into his Chamber every evening, and hee 
called all the under graduares ro give account of whac they 
hadhearduponthe Lords day, and when any of us were at | 
a ſtand and nox-plus, hee would lay Whately, what ſay you ? LES 
then hee would ſeldome faile, but repeare as readily, as if he 
had preached the Sermon himſelf.By this he did win our Tutors 
lovezand our wonder at him;bur{ ſuch was our pride)he gained 
 ourenvy of him 

His Father (whether becauſe he was not reſolved whar cal- 
ling to breed him to, or tor what other cauſe I know not) 
atrerthat hee had with creditproceeded Bachelour of Arts,hee. 
took him home,where he abode ſome good time, yet applying | 
himſelfeunto his ſtadies. 

While hee remained at home with his Father hee marricd 

the Daughter of one Maſter George Hunt, the ſonne of that 
tryed and prepared Martyr /obn Hunt mentionedinthe Book 
of Martyrs, who was condemned to be burnt for Religion, 
| but was ſaved from the execution thereot by the death of. 
| Queene Mary, This Maſter George Hurt was bred up in the 
(Famous free Schoole of the Marchant-Taylers in London, 


and afterward by the incouragement of Maſter D. Humfry (by 
a 2 occaſion ' 
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Tie Life and Death * M.V Vh ately. 


ocdafion of aviſit ofthat Schoole) and by the furtherance of 


M George and Mrs obo K1ng/mells, and by the exhibitions of 
Bilhop Pilkinton / all which for their honour ſake | name) he 
wascailed unto, and mainetained inthat worthy Foundation 
of good Learning, Magdalen Colledgcin Oxford, till hee was 
Fellow of that Houle, whoa hec lncinucl till hee had borne 
the offices of Deanc of Arts and Deane of Divinity. Aftcr- 


wards by the meancs of thoſe worthy Maſter Kmgſmels, hee 


7Y 


| 


 waspreterred tothe Church of Coilingborn-ducts i inthe Coun- 
ty of Wrilrſ. wherc tor the ſpace of fifty and one yeares and five 
| monerhs he lived a ſound and conſtant Preacher of the Word, 


and was otan unblameable and holylite, even untill the ole. 


of his radicall moyſturcwas ſpent, and the candle of his litc 
 ofit ſelte went our, ina full and goodold-age,attera long and 


J9z ous expectation, and longing tor his bleſſed change, 
| which was inthe ei ghty and third yeare and hit moneth of his | 


age. 
This Maſter Gzorge Huzt ( after char by importunity hes 
had got thus his fonne in Jaw to maketryall of hisability to 


preach | he overperiwaded him ro intend the miniſtery. And 


thereupo 1 he entred himlelfe into Edmund Hall in the famous! 


Vniverſity of Uxford, and rooke his Degree of Maſter of 
Arts. 

N'o: long after hee entred into the Miniſtery, and hee was 
preſcntly calledtobea LeQurerat Banbury which he commens 
dably performeg above the (pace of foure yeares, andthen was : 


called ro be Vicarot the ſame Church, which ofkce hee faith- 


tully diſcharged nearethirty years,till he died, 


_-  —— 


| 


1heablilities wherewith God had indued him for his work | 


of the Miniſtery were more then ordinary, . For hee was of a 


quicke underſtanding, of a cleare and deepe Judge. , 
ment, ofa moſt irme memory, and of alively ſpirit. Hee | 
was naturally eloquent, amaſterof his words, having words 


at will, Hee hada moſt able body and ſound lunges, and wad 


ſome yeares before his death, he had a moſt ſtrong and au- | | 


diblevoice. Andaccordingas his matterinhand, and hisau- 


| 
| 
_ 'ditoryneeded, he was both a terrible Boanerees, a ſonne of | | 


Thunder 


«a 
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Thunder, and alſo a Barnabas, aſonne of ſweet conſolation. | 
And which wasthe crowne of all, God gave him an heart to! 
icek him and roaime atthe ſaving of the foules ot alithat heard. 
him. His ſpeech andpreaching was not with entifing words 
of mans wiſcdome, but in demonſtration of rhe ſpirit and of 
power, Flewasan 4-o/lo5not onely eloquent, but vichall 
mighty inthe Scriptures. Helike ſome ofthe Ancient Fathers 
was as occalionstell out ſometimes an every dayes Preacher. 
He preached ordinarily in his owne Churchtwiſe each Lords 
Day, and catechized tor above halfe an houre before cvening 
Prayer, examining and inſtructing rhe youth,and once a weeke 
ze preached the ordinary LeQure. 
Hee was much againlt all ſuch preaching as was light, vaine, | 
(ccnicall,impertinent,raw and indigclted. | 4 
His preaching was plaine, bur as much according to the 
Scriptureandalloto the rules of Art, and otright Reaſon, as | 
any that ever | heardor have heard of, In conterence he hath 
told me what hecaimed at, and whatuſc hemade ofthe Arts, Jy 
and what rules heeſert ro himſc!te in tlic (udying of his Ser- | Fi 
mons, which was as tolloweth, Wh 
That he mightbetter underſtand his Text, hee made uſe of 
his Grammer learning in Greeke and Hebrew, in which, T 
rongues the Scripture is written, Allohee would uſe the hclpe bY 
of Rhetoricketo diſcovertohim what formes of ſpeech in his. 
Text was to be taken in their primary and proper igaitication, | 
and what was elegantly cloathed and wrapped up in tropes and. 
fgures that hee might unfold them, and ſee their naked mea- 
ning: Then wellweighing and conſidering the context, hee! 
would by the helpe of Logickefinde out the ſcope of the Holy ' 
Ghoſt in that Scripture, Hee would endeavour when he be- 
24n to enter upon the preaching of any Chapter, to A4aa- 
liſe and rake the Chaptcr into its{everall branches and parts. 
1henhewouldititwerea dodrinall | ext, note the Doctrine 
asit lay in the Text and fo proſecuteit., Orit tlic T ext con-; 
ſiſted of illuſtrations or circumſtances of ſome principall truth 
there proſecuted; hee would then gather trom ſome notable | 


partorbranch ofhis Text, an apt Dodtrine, or Divine Truth 
a _ which| 


» 
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Ee 


| athch ſhould ſo immediatel y | follow,rhac theTruth obſerved ir in 
the Text(hould bethe argumentor middle terme,wherby in a 
| {1mple Sillogilme, he could conclude his DoEtrine. Next, hee | 
nw would ſecke tor apt proofes out ot Scripture to confirme ir, ' | 
| FCwer Or more as heerhought beſt, v. hich done, becauſe o_ 
j | ther arguments according to Scripture and right Reaſon are: fi 
forcible to convince and conficmereaſonablemenin any truth, 
"; | hce would find out Reaſons of his Doctrine, but he aimed | | 
: they thould bee ſtrong Arguments, or middle termes by | 
_— which hee mightlikewiſe Sillogiltially conclude his {aid Do- 


Arine. 
Then according tothecnatureof the Doarine,andthe need 


and apcnelle of his Auditory ; hee would as from an infalli- 
ble conſequent ofthis DoErine by way of Application, con- | 
hrme ſome prohrable Truth, which yet by fome might happily | 
bee queſtioned, or elle convinte men of ſome errour, or | 
' Teproove ſome vicey or exhortto ſome Dutie,or reſolve ſome 
doubr, or cale of conſcience, or comfort fuch asneeded Oued 
folation, Inall which fortsof Applications hee did make uſe 
of moreor tewerotthem as there might bce cauſe, and hee! 
\ would beecarcſull tha: his Doctrine ſhould beethe Argument | 
or middle terme whereby hee might all -giftically conclude. 
the maine Propolition of any of his taid uſes: And if the re- 
provtc or ecxhortation did need prefſing home upon the con-! 
{cience, then hee would fihdy ro enlarge tis Speech, ſhewing | 
morives toinduceto ſuch a duty ; and alilo diflwalives from 
ſucha vice, taking his * rguments from dutiero God, decen- 
cy or ſhamefulloeſſe, pleaſure or paine, gaine orlofle, 
And here agajn he would uſethe help of Rhztorick,bur all tor 
tne moſ? oartina concealed way,withour all aifethiia. And 
{ometimes he would thew the effe&uall meanes of attaining of 


the Grace and power to performethe duty to which he exhor- | 
| 


ted. And lometimes likewiſc he would thew the remedyes a- | 
CT” ET | gt | 
gain{t ſuch or ſuch a vice from which hedit]waded,as may bee | 
ſcene by his Sermons alrcady extant, Alſo when hee thought | 
it was ncedefulltodilcuſſe and handle any common place or 
hcad of Divinity, hee would doe it yery judicioully, ly and | 
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= Though hee had but an ordinary ſtudy of books fot ſuch}-. E 
\ 


: 
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an accomplilht Divine, yet hee was one who had read very | 
[much, For hee would read moſt fvittly, yer not carforily, | 
for he could give an account ottheſ{ubſtance and moſtremark- | 
'able oarticulars of what hee had ſo read. | 
| Heehadallſo allwayes when hee pleaſed the benefit of a 


| 


| Booke-ſcllers ſhop, which cauſed him to forbeare to buy ma- | 
ny Bookes, | | 
Though hee preached ſo otten, yet whar hee preached | | 
was beſos well ſtudied and premeditated, Hee uſually | 
| did pen his Sermons atlarge; andifbeforche preached, hee. | 
had but ſo much time as to read over what he had written, and. | 
to gather it up into ſhort heades, hee was able if hee. | 
thought i it fitco deliver it in publike well neare in the ſame. | 
words, 
| lIrpleaſed Godtoput aſcaleto his Miniſtery inthe conver- 
ſion, confirmingand building up of many thouſand (cules by 
his mcanes inthe wholecourſe of his M tniſtery, SOT] 
| Heewasa moſtdiligent viſitor ofthe fick people that were 
under his charge withoutreſpect of Perſons, after thatir came. 


'to his knowledge that they were ſicke. | : 
| Hewasarcady Peace maker amongſt his locke that ſhould | 


happen to beat variance, | 
| Heaboundedin works of Mercic, hee was 4truel y liberall 
k 'man, one that ſtudyed liberall things; for hee would fceke | 
'outto finde objects of his mercy, rather then to ſtay ill hey! 
were offered. Heedid ſcrapart andexpended for the {pace 
of many yearesfor good utes the renth part of his yearly com- 
mingsin, bothourof his tem oY andeccleſiaſticallmeanes| 


of maintenance, | 


Hee had an heavenly gift in Prayer, both for aptnelle | 
[and Fullaefle of Conteſlons, Petitions, Supplications, In- 


'rerceflions and Prayſes, as allſo for readincle and copioul- | 


'neſle of apt words, rogether with Fervency of Spirir to poure | 
[them out unto God inthe name of Chriſt in the behalfe of | 


himſele, and of all thoſe who in = OP NEE —_ 


him, | 
[- ws: -. | Hee | 
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He had this ſi ngular abiliticthat in his Prayer after Sermon, 
he could colle&intoaſhor: Sumall which hee had delivered 
to his Hearers and make it the matter of his Prayer ro 
| God, tothe endthey might be inwardly taught of God, and: 
| become Belceversand docrsofwhar was raughr them, | 

Likewiſe w hen hee had read a P/alme or Chapter in his Fa- 
mily, hee wasſo wellſeene in the Text, and of ſo good a 
Judgement, and of ſo choice a memory that though the. 
Chapter was part of the Ceremoniall Law, orinthe bookes of 
| Numbers, Chronicles, and hardeſt Prophecies, he in his Pray. 
Er would diſcqver the ſcope and meaning and chicie noies 
of Cblcrvation, and their uſe, in ſuch ſort, that ott-times 
'when1 have hcard him, I have much longed that | could 
callch m all to minde; For | tound the matter of his Pray- 
er to be abetrer Commentary of that Chaprer, wich apt vb- 
fſervations and applications for uſe, then | could finde 
in ary Authour that 4 hadread, who had vvrittca there- 

upon, 
: His manner wasdaily Morningand Eveningto call his Fa- 
mily together, andtorcade a Pſalm: or Chapter in the Sctip- 
tures, and to pray with them and ofrto carechize them;beſides 
his conſtant Prayer Morning and Evening with his wite and al-. 
ſo conſtantly alone by him(clfe, 
| Hedidictapartprivatedaycs of Humiliation for his Fami- 
ly upon ſpeciall occalions, andotc-times before their prepara- 
tion for their due receiving of the Lords-Supper. At which 
times he did exceed himſelfe in powring out his ſoule to GOD | 
'1n moſt aboundant and moſt free Confcihons of finne, and 
expreſſions of Sorrow for ſine, with teares and with earneſt! 
neſlc of Petition for pardon and grace, and forthe good ofthe | 
'Churches of God, but for our whole State and Church of | 
' England more ſpecially and particularly, | 
He was much in dayes of private Faſting and humbling 
 himlelfe betore God alone, that hee might make and kcepe 
| His peace with God, and obtaine more Grace to keep more 
cloſetohim, and to walke more evenly with him, and that. 


heemight the better keepe under his body, and bring it 
. into. 
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into ſubjection (following the Example of the' A Apoſtle) 

leaſt havins 2 preached to others hee himleltc ſhould nor live 

anſycrable to lis Doctrine withour reproofc, knowing that ; 
| Miniſters ought to beunreproveable, Hewasſo muchinthis | 

thatit1s thought by ſuch as knew him beſt that it 1:pai- | 

'redthe health c ot his body,though it made much for the good. 

of his ſoule, 

He was very ableand very ready to conferre with, and to re- 
ſolve the doubts ofthoſe many whoin loye and daiire of intor- 
{mation came unto him, 

He bare a tender love unto, and had a co:nſ{cionable care 
' of that great people over which God had made himover-ſcer. 
'For, although his mainetenance trom them was but ſraall 
in comparilon, and unkindnellesand diſcouragements many | 
and hisofters of greater preterment inthe Churchia relipe&t. 
of outward mainetenance were oftand importunate; yet he 
' would not be per{waded to leaverhem. Yea though once for 
reaſons which ſuddenly tooke him, hedid promiſe to accept : 
ofanother charge, yet within a while hee intreated mee to 
tell that Perſon tro whom he had promiſed, that hee had 
better thought of it, and did defire 6 be releaſed of his Pro- 


| 


| mile, andthatoutof Conſideration of that great pcoplewhich | 


he {hould leave, ſaying, that if he ſhould accept of thar letfer 
charge, when he ſhould come ints the Church amongſt them | 
his heart would inyerning towards his other people, aske him 
whathedidrhere. 
| Hewasduely inquiſitive after the affaires of Gods Church 
and people, and according as heereccived true intelligence of 
their weale orwoe, ſo hee had his ſympathies and Fellow-fee- 
lings with them in cither of their conditions | | 
Hee was much gricyced and troubled when hee ſaw that 
diffcrence of opinions, and thereupon ſtrangeneſle, diſtract 
ions and rendsto ariſe and bee made in the Church amongft 
Bretheren proteiling tor the maine, and in fur.damentalls' 
the ſame Truthes. Hee ſignified ſo much to mee with be- 
wayling many times. | 
Hee was judiciouſly charitable to any that ſhould difter i in, 
a 3 ſome 
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ſome opinions from him, fo long as he {aw thar they aorced 
with himin the maine and Fundamentall Points of Religion, 


and were diligent to enquire after the Truth, and ſaw allo 


thac they did indeed ſhewthe Power of f Godli neſle in their 


lives. Heecouldanddid highly eſteeme them, love them, 
and converſc Chriſtianly and tamiliarly with them, and that 
becauſe (althoughheernought they were inan crrour, and 


hee would inprivareand publike endeavourtoreclaime them) | 


| 
yet he was perſwaded t!; 1attheir defirewas to ſecke Chrit. and. 
thatthey had an aime to know Godaright,and to ferve himin | 


fincerity 


Notwithſtanding allthis 200d which accor ding tothe truth. 
hath beene ſaid of him ; it muſt be remerabred i Ice was 
2 man and tcdat his imperfections and frail:ics. For 


what man is he thatliveth and {uincthnot, And as it is alſo (aid, | 


ln many things we fin all, 

[t is uſuall with God that men of che greateſt parts- and 
o1fts ſhould be exerciſed with ſome or other inal affe.&ti- 
' on to bee mortified, and ſome ſtrong temptations, ro have. 


| 


 ſomethorncin the fleſh, orſome or other meſlenger of Saran 


(as the Apoſtle had) tobufferthem: Elic they would be ex- |: 


alrcd above mea{ureto the (leighting, contemuing, and con: 
demning of their Bretheren, and other men would have too | 
high an opinion of them, halfe deilying them, deipiting 
thoſc vvho are no lefle holy, but not lo excellently omted as 


There was nothing which did more evidently diſcover truth | 

| of Godsgrace inthisman,rthen that which was occaſioned by 
bis flips and ſtrong temptations; For theſe made him more 
watchtull over himiſelfe .then otherwiſe hee would have bin; Ir 


; made him more humble and more to loath his originall cor- 


| 
| 


| 
ruption andlintull nature, and bewailingly to cry out with the} 


Apoſtle, 0 miſerable manthat I am whoſha!l deliver me from the! 
body ef this Neath, And that becauſe hee was {as other the 
deare ſervants of God are) moſt ſenſible of the caprivitic 


and bondage which ſin would ſtrivero hold him under,fith — 


when be would doe well, evill was preſent with him, and made 
him 
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him ſometimes to doe ſome things which in the bent of his! 
ſoule he would nothave done, This ſerved to make him more 
humblein himſelte,more earneſt in prayerto God and more 
pittitull rowards others in whom this ſtance remaineth and: 
dwelleth (even after converlion) which (as the Apoltle1. aith) 
is a weight and doth caſi'y beſet them, ro hinderthemin cheir. 
Chriſtian race. Andthisl am aſlured off, thac hee would be! 
thefirſt eſpier ofthoſe faults of his when the world could not 
nordidtake notice ofrhem, having no peace in himſelte untill! 
hehad withall ſpeed and earneſtnllc, tought and regained par-' 
don and peace with God. | 
He may bea patterne to ail in receiving admonition from! 
any thatſhouldin love mind lim ot his fcks: Hee was glad! 
when any of therighteous ſmore him and would take it old 


not from his Supertours onely, but from his equals 4nd fare. 


inferiours, Hee had learned with Daviito bletle God that. 
ſent them, and tobleſſethe advice,ro follow it, and to bleſle. 


tne party and thanke him that avec it, Hee would jatrea: J 


ſuch, ashee hathdone me in particular, not to be wanting 


tohimin this Chriſtian office of Love; and hee would ceally; 
'ſhew more teſtimonies of his love to ſuch afterwards then ever | 


formerly , which isa ſure argument of uprightneſle, A moſt 
| reverend Divine who bad khomas him from his info ncy, and 
 hadoften converſed with him, gave teſtimony of him to this 
:cfte&tunto me and others when lately he [pakeof him by occa- 
{10n ofthe mentioning ot his ſicknelle. | 
His latter da ies were his beſtdaies;forin the judgement of 
thoſe whocoulajudge ſpiritually, heegrew exccedingly in hu-! 
mility andin fpiricualland heavenly mindednefle, hislaitworks | 
were his beſt works,arguing himto be ot Gods gratting, and 
planted inthe hbuſe otthe Lord, 


L aftly, hee had a moſt happy and comfortable ſucceſle of 


his conflicts againſt ſinne* For agood while betore his ficke- | 


nelſe anddeath hedid with Comfort and |oy make knowne 
tohisdeareſt friend that God had given him victory againſt his 
grcareſt corruptions yyhich had for a long time kepr him in 
continuall exerciſe, 
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About cight weekes befoadiiic d-ath a great hit of inward. 
11d (hort coughing and extreame ſhortneſle ot breath dia 


| 
| 
| 


ceaſe upon Elle j1n Fo much thatthoſe who caine about him tea- 


rc that hee me" prefently have dc parted, 
11g oVcT, much weakeneſle continued, yet hee preached di-\ 


v<1stimes, untill that his encreafing weakenefle did difable| 


l11m, \ 


Inthetime of his fickencle and weakenefle hee gave hea- i 
venly and wholelome counfell ro his people, neighbours and. 


This fit bee-. 


| 


triend; that camcro vilithim : v1VINg particu! ar AX ie to his. 


wite, children and fcrvanrs retpectively according to their | 
place and conditionas they oft came about lm, thus hce did. 
oft fo long as hee was able to lpcake unto them, 


His Chriilian ſpeeclies that concerned all, tended to this, | 
tnatthey would be carctullto redeemethe time, and ro bee: 


much inreadingheating and meditating ofthe Word of God, 


— = a 


4 hat they wouldbe much in Prayer, muci in brotherly love. 
and communion otthe Saints. And thitthey would be care- | 

tullro hold faſt char which he had taugiitthem out of the Word | 

oft Iruth, And that while the light and meanes of Salvation 


was tobe had, they m__ not {parc painesnor colt to enjoy 


them, Hewasoftinhis lickenetle upon the painctull racke | 
or torture of inward inatchings ind con rai, which 


{ometimes left him, but (: hree or fourc daycs betore his 
death) they returned and increaſed Upon um; all vi hich hee 
bareexceeding patiently . iJee was much 10 cjaculations and 
[1,0rt Praycrs and lifting up his heart to God inthe behalte of 


tic Churchand State, and for himielte allio, which hce was 


molt frequent and carneltin, alittle betore his death, Inithe 


time whena brother ofthis (noronely inthe common bonds 
of Chrittanity, but allſo by alliance, and a brother in the 
Miniſtcry ) was praying with him andt« rhim to this efte, 
thatit his time was not determined or expired that God would 


be pleated ro reſtore him for itt; c o009d ot his Church,or it o- 


therwiſcthat hee would putan end to his paincif he ſaw good; 
arthe hcaring thercof hee lift up his eyes ſtedfaſtly rowards 


Heaven and allſo one of his hands (ice being not able rolitt 
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The Life and Deathof M,W hately. | 
up the other) and in the cloſe of that prayer gave up the 
gholt, ſhurting downe his cyes himſeltc, as ifhee were fallen 
tato a {weerſleepe. Hee hved much deſired and died much 
lamented: F 
4 Thus a great, a good and mercifull man, a chariot and. 
E- horſe-man of lſracllis by Gods owne hand fallen and taken a-- 
way fromrhc evillto come, andiscntred into peace, and reſt 
in his bedof everlaſting pleaſures andjoyes, enjoying the truit 
of his Faith in Chriſt, and of his walking with God i: upright- 
. nell:. Pretious in the fight of the Lord is the death of the | 
' Saints thoughthe wicked regard it not, but are glad of their 
abſence. Buttheliving indced they muſt, andthey will lay it 
ro heart, and will prepare and long for their owne diſſolution, 
tharthey may be more immediately gathered ro Chrilt the 
1udgeot all, and rothefpirits of juſt mea made perfe&, ex- | 
pectingand waiting for a bleſlcd ReſurreRion of themlelyes | 
and of all that die in the Faith of our Lord Jelus, ro whom | 
bee aſcribed all Might, Majeſtie, Dominion and Glorie, | 
| both now and for ever more, Amen, | 
| This Manof God andfaithfull Miniſter of Chriſt, de. | 
parted this lite upon Friday the 10. of May, Ammo | 
| Domi1, 1636. Neare the end of the | 
ſix and fittierh yeare of his age. | 
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| | the Death of her late pious and painetull Paſtour 
x M*. VW:lam Whately deciphered in this 
6h Symp! 018 17 Elogye | | 


| | » ; | " ich dj fid vgs Wit2in mee and diſpeuce 
= | OO Liebr, life, beate, Heav'n-infu/ing infiuence-, 
WM... Be: 4nd went be for, e me, ſteering right mine Eye, » | 
b > | Vatothe very place where C H. RIST aid lye., Lo 
| 7 He was a Cynoſura in my motion 
q To Hearven's bright haven oa this worlds vaſt Ocean 
| Or as the Egyptian Pharos ro de/crie.. | 
The rockes of /inns an1 errour to mine Eye_, 
Hee was my Glorte, Beautie, Conſolation, 
My very ſoule, I but the Cor or ation, Fo 


ae ' Twould goe on with blecaings to recte.,, | t > 
His and mins owne ſad fall, but I can'twrite, 
Throbs ſhake mine hand, and griefe my fioht deſtroyec, 
And when I (þ:ake, ah! teares doe drowne my -u0ice.. ; 
Yet will I2h,and grve my ſOrrowes Pens 
* Within my breait, bymourne full brearhings vent. 
ſ 


Come then ſpeake febs, Wriie reares, ad ſa [tories 1 | 
The dark Ecclip{ethat bath befell my o/6rie_ 7 


Ny Starre is faine,and Heavens did ſo diſpoſe-, | 

That there he fell, wherehs ar firſt aroſe : | | | 

The Starres aboye ns thus rbeir races runne | | 

"Returning thither whencethey firſt begunue_, | 

| But aid [ ſay bee's fallen? Stay me there, | 

H- is tranſl ited to an higher ſph:are, | 

IWhere (thoughto ti” world be &s objeur'd) he may : 

Shineforth uncoailed in a jurer ray, | | 

=}:  Fixt ro an endlel]e reſt in heav:nsbriz!; throne, | 
E- ||-. 5 Aborve all Starry ConsSF-lltion, | 
7 W, But ab, alas Death bath diſpoſ'd it jo 


. 
_ 
Y 
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| That bis riſe frooves my fall, bis wealemy my woe: 
His weal: my woe?[Irange!what achange is this? 
My we!fare was but now inwrapt in his: 
Put thus Death innovates ; and did be not 
| Teli me that he Commiſſion hath got , 
| An4 warrant for his fat from beavens great King 
| I would have brought himinto queſtioning; 
| Ab death what haſt thou done ? Doſ} thou not cars 
To mare abreach which ages can'trepaire ? 
| So rc a Frame in peeces for to take 
Vs bich Heav's and nature did combine to make 
4 Maſter- peece? Forwhodiderebehold 
So ſoun4 a ſpirit in ſo ſtrong amold ? 
 Hearven's treaſure Yhich within his breaſt abode 
u as by his liberall rogue diſperſt abroad, 
Aitt _ e5 Cave ameetme inbim, even, 
'T o wake bis breaſt a little mab of HeaV's. 
He lp; diſtilled Manna; and be ſtood 
\.»: ſo for Church-goods as the Churches 2004. 
| 1.5 THC was a trum/"ywhoſe ſound was mad? 
1/;t5 creath divine which it from Heaven bad, 
 Hzs fea dayly Sermon, which alas, 
Die thinkes Was meaſur'd by too ſhort a zlaſſe. 
' Ab Death though Painters give thee holes for eyes 
Yer thou canijt ſee to take theric heſt prize, 
| To hit the faireSE mark ; yet Tſuſþett 
| It was my finnewhich did thine hand dirett : 
Mylisbt had Timproov'd it well for gaine 
| V/Vouldhave remaind,els lighis ſbant burnin vain, 
| Yet ſure he is not dead, forwhy ? 1 find 
Him ſtill ſurviving, inmy breaſt enſhrind : 
And whocan ſaythat he's of life bereaven 
Toat lives in's works,in pious heartsin Heaven? 
He s but a ſlezpe,by death undreſt,nor dead, 
Or hato but changd his dreſſe ; for bein Bead 
Of theſe fin-taind Pages of mortality 
V Veares a pure robe whoſe lengths eternity, 
MB, 
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*5\.S all other knowledges arc conve- | The preface uo 


niently taught by Precepts and te infung 
Examples , ſo is that beſt of "+ 

knowledges, the art of living holi- 

ly. Hence it is that as I have inſtru- ' 

Red you to my poore ability inthe | 

Law and the preceptsof good lite, | 

{o I doe now intend to fo before | 

your eyes the Examples recorded | 

in Scripture of Men, both good | 

and bad, that by obſerving the | 
{wervings of the one,and the right 
walking of others, you may bet- 

' ter keepe your owne feete in the ſtreighteſt paths. Onely con- 

' cerning Examples, you muſt know this thing in generall , that | | 
no Example at all hath the force of a precept either to binde | 
the conſciences of men to any thing as a duty, or to reſtraine | | 
from any thing as a finne : becauſe the knowledge of finne is | pare Exampies] 
from the Law, and where there is no Law there is no tranſgrefſion, |. »i36e nor. 
and our care muſt be to walke in Gods waies, not inthe waies of | | 
any man whatſoever. But Example prevaileth alone to perſwade | 

| the will as a fit argument of Exhortation or Dehortarion, not as an | 
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; argument to proove a thing needfull or (infull. Secing then my | 


B duty | 
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duty 15to perſwade youto all gooancil”, and to d 77 ie you from 
all evill, and the Examples of Scripture are undoubred and certaine, 


and they offer themſelves as it were unto the fences, and fo 


more worke on the will roallure or aceterre: I thinke it a conveni- 
ent mcancs of helpirig you 1n all righteor: nefle and agaialt the con- 
tr NY to make acolletion of thoſe E x1mples of good or bad thin 's 
Tich are lefr us upon record by a divine pen, and I will rar 
theſe Examples according to the order of time wherein they 1: 9] 
lo farrc as I can informe my ſcife thereof by the Word of Ge _ 
And I will begin with <A dam w Eve, and put them both toge- 


PP 


: 
4 4 ' © " 
the Dccautc their good and evill was put togcher 1n practiſc 
% o 


C 


'T 5 bk» wht ww 


CG ret. 
ive - 
ſhe Mcthod I intend to take in cach perſon 15 this, I will'con- 


FM his Birth, Lite and Death, and in his Life f will ! lo0oketo his 


C rrI9e 1a | hol LTVIiOULY in retpect ot th Re ts (i! d, £7 #$ 4 d, bad, 

' #76 ia EY EA ! i i 

indifferent and doubtiull, and the things t [z2t b >clell kim, either PrO- 

ſycroafly oradyciſely, inbenefirs or afflictions. | 
Now tor Adam and Eve becaule as v were the firſt foun- 


canes of mankind, and therefore cofild nut be borne in the ſame | 


manner as others be (for he that is borne muſt have a Parent, and 
he that hath a Parent was not the firſt man or woman, becauſe his : 


| Nothing can Parent was betore him) therefore I cannot re!l you any thing of their | 


Be 121 1 oO! 
Adam and 
Eves Birth, 
| but of their 
 entring 1nt9 
the world, 


' Gen. 2.7. 
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_ of Adam (now A dam Ganificth red E: w_ bee -auſe his body | 
Was made of fuch kinde of Eartin) and Concer 24 Woman 1 tf 1S No- 


number of men,or ſome kr man and woman,not thetormer,thertore 


Birth, but of their entring into the world by another way, which 
was to them the ſame in effec, that our be2ettin? and birth is to | 
us. Iwill informe you according to the Scripture: , for ir much} 
concernes us to underſtand 'our original! and to know certainety | how | 

mankinde came into the world. Know then in ſumme, Thar 904: 
mA1lc AT 47 of the au it of «the earth, ana bye. thed into hi the þ, BY eat h 


of life and man becam? 4 livins ſcule, Here is in biicke the Creation | 
] 


red that God cauſed a deepe ſizeve to fall upon Ada: mM, ard thin tooke 
16 of his ribbes, cloſing the fleſh in fteed of it, and framed it into the 
body of a Woman, in which alſo he placed a reaſonable ſoule. | 
Concerning this Creation of Man, you muſt firſt informe your | 
ſelves of the neceſſity of it. It muſt needs be granted by force of | 
reaſon, that there muſt be ſome firſt man, ſeeing otherwiſe there | 
muſt be infinite men, becauſe a number without beginning muſt be | 


© OL 
4 alſo without end, in as much as there is the ſame reaſon of both, | 


rhat which cauſed men without beginning, did cauſe them neccflari- 
ly, and therefore it mult cauſe them for ever; now all reaſon agrees 
to this truth, that there cannot be an infinite number, ſecing to a 
number ſtill one at leaſt may be added. I mcance it of aftuall numbers 
and aQuall infiniteneſſe , ſo wee reaſon thus, cither an infinite. 


> — — 


the latrer. And if there muſt be a firſt man and woman, either they | 


came by chance and without any maker, which is ſo abſurd, that no | 
NF —_ man - 


F 


* 
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in himſelfe whether of theſe twaine 1s more agrecable to reaſon, and 
more likely to betrue.So man was created by God, now about his 
' Creation, the time and matrer of it is to be noted. For firſt man was 
not created till the ſixth day when a kit place for him to dwell in, 
and all neceſſary furniture for the place, and all needfull ſervants and 
attendants were before provided for his uſe. God ſaw ir not fit to 
bring man into the world, before it was garniſhed and ſtored with all 
contents uſefull for him. And then man was made in the firſt place 


{ 


| 


/and woman after him, to ſhew that man is the ſuperiour in nature,wo- 
- | man was made for man and not man for woman, therefore was man | 
' made firfi and woman after, and fo doth the Apoſtle reaſon in two | 
places where he handles the difference of Sexes, 1 Cor.11. 8,9. 
1Tim.2.13. Soyou havethis cleared, howman came into the world, | 
and how woman ;z but you muſt obſerve more particularly the diffe- 
[en of which they were made, and the parts of which they 
; cConfift. 

| Man hadabody andthat was made of the duſt of the earth;to reach 
| him Humility, but he had alſo a ſoule and that was . breathed into his 
| #sſ{rils, that is, infuſed by God, wonderfully and'immediately put | 
| into mans body, it is called a breath of life, and after -a ſoule of life, i 
{that is, a ſoule which procured breathing and living, nothing is har- 
; der for aman to conceive of then the nature of his owne ſoule nexr 
; the nature of God and Angels, for the formeris much more hard to | 
| comprehend, the latter equally difficult ar leaſt, and it ſhould be unto 
[us a matter of great abaſement that wee cannot tell what to make of 
; our ſelves. that is, of our ſoules, thar itis we know by the effects it 
, workes inthe body and the abſence of theſe eftzRs, and the follow-! 
ing of contrary effe&ts when it is departed fromthe body, and this is 
all we know in amanner, onely we may gather by diſcourſe that it 
|isa ſubſtance incorporeall, becauſe it ſclte doth informe the body, 
and one body cannot in reaſon be fit to informe another. 
| The Scripture alſotells us certainely tharit is an immorta 


” : ! - 
| which muſt returne ro God that gave it, and reaſon ſubſcribes to this 


| 


how it ſhould becorrupted ; O how ignorant are we and what cauſe 
have we to be puffed up with conceit of our knowledge, ſecing fo. 
much blindnefſe doth now poſſeſſe our mindes, that in a manner all 
we haveto ſay of our owne ſoules and ſpirits, the beſt part of us, is this, 
that we cannot tell whar to ſay. | 

As for Ewvah ſhee alſo conſiſted of a body, and that was made 
not of earth, but of a bone of her husband, to 


both of their duty, that ſhee ſhould acknowledge herſubjeRion _ 
B 2 im 


| Why Man was 
' made ot the 


L * 


[1 ſubftance' It is hard to 


{ n n . . . | 
truth, becauie finding the ſoule a thing fimple, it cannot. concelve | (oule, 


Eves body 
inltrut her and him v5 made of 


'Thetime and 
marter of mans 
Crcation, 


duit, 
Gen, 2.7. 
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CnaP, 
| him as being taken our of himzand helpefull ro him as being made of 
a riban helpfull bone in his fide, and ro inſtruct him that he thould ac- 
count her deare unto him and make pretious reckoning of her,uling her 
| as ina manner his equall, as being a pcece of himſelfe and extracted | 
from his own fide. Now a woman alſo hath a ſoule,an immorall ſpi- 

| rit to make her aliving and a reaſonable creature;tor where fin is found 

there is areaſonable ſoule, becauſe none other is capable of know- 

' ing and conſcquently tranſgreſſing a law made by God, but woman 

| was inthe TranſgreMſon, that is, ſhee finned, and {tinned firſt before 

Ac | 4damtherefore ſhee had a loule and a reaſonable foule, and they 
rk | feeme to have beene wilfully blinde, that whether out of the filence 
men haye no of God 1n not mentioning the breathing of a {oule into Ewvah, Or 
ones andre | upon what other mad conceit would necds make themſelyes and 

orioinall of it} | | 

g | others beleeve that women had no ſoules. 1 conceive tt was the de- 
' vice of ſome brutiſh and ſenſual] man, that by inſtilling this moſt 
abſurd conceit into tha: Sexe, would faine draw them to commit 
all licentiouſneſſe with boldnefle, for it they have no {oules it could 

beno fault inth&m morethen in the bruit creatures to give over rhem- 

ſelves toall ſenſuality and libidinouſnefle. You have heard Mans begin- 

' ning know now his life, and herein conſider his behaviour and rhe 

Theic lite. | things that befell him; his behaviour bad,good,indiffercnt, doubttull. 
| | Their bad carriage ſtands in two things. Their firſt ſfinne where- 
Theirbad are) by they fell, and their following finnes which they added after 
The firt Gnne! their fall. The firſt ſinnewas the cating of the forbidden fruit ; for 
ofour firſt P:! you ſhall have it recorded that the Lord having placed Adam in 
Gen.:.16.17. 4 garden to dreſſe and keepe it, ſpake to him in this wife. of all 
the trees of the garden thou maiſt eating eate, that is, thou maiſt lawful- 
ly and with mine allowance cate, it was at his choice to eate of 

whart kind he pleaſed, and tt it ſeemed good unto him to forbeare 

eating of any he might forbeare, then followes a prohibition of one 

' \ kindof fruit, 972, of the tree of knowledge of good and evill which ts 

in the midft of the garden thou maiſt not cate, that is, you ſhall not 

lawfully do it, in regard of naturall power he had ability to cate and 

not exe of that as of any other, but God did take away from him the 

'morall liberty of cating of it, and by his authority ſaw good to 

abridge hisliberty, andthis alonetod make it appeare to 14am, that 
he was an abſolute and a ſoveraigne Lord over him, and had full 
power and authority to forbid him what he ſaw good to forbid, and 
tro command what he ſaw good to command. So the Lord did here 
call Adam to a proteſhion of his abſolute ſubje&tion ro God his 
Maker, and of Gads abſolute right to himſelfe and all other creat ures: 
and tothis prohibirion he ſubjoynes athreat of death, 7» the day that 
thou eateſt it thou ſhalt certainely die,in dying thou ſhalt die, Doubtlefſe 
the Lord meant this of both deaths naturall and ſpiritu all, and it is 
tobe interprered, thou ſhalt become ſubjeR to a natural-andto ancte r- 
nall death, thy body and ſoule both ſhall be made in their kind mor- 


tall. Thy body ſubje& to fuch putrefaftion and diſtemper as ſhall 
cauls | 
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| cauſe it ro be an unfit receptacle for the foule, and thy ſoule ſubject 
ro ſuch ſinfullacfle and ditemper in its kind, as ſhall make it unfic to 
hold any fellowſhip with God, and fo thy ſoule ſhall be ſeparated ' 
from thy body,and both from God the lite of thy lite ; inthis ſame 
phraſe 1s the wicked man threatened by the Propher at Gods ap- 
pointment.0 wicked man thou ſhalt dre the death,that 15,»20/t ſurely d'e and 
be damned, The Lord did not meane that naturall and etcrnall dearth 
ſhould inſtantly tollow upon theireating, but obnoxiouſneſle to both, 
and ſome degrees of both ſhould follow inſtantly,and ar laſt the conſum- 

| mation of both,with an implicite exception of his grace in Chriſt in 
pardoning him. Lo now Adamhad trom Gods own mouth an expreſl: 

; and plaine Commandement, wherein he was directly forbidden one | 
| and but one tree,wirh warrant tor the uſe of all the reſt,and a plaine 

i and exprefſc threat of death to begin ro inſuc 1amediatcly upon his 
eating. And this Commandement, either God himlclfe, or elſe | 
«Adam hid made knowne to Evah, tor yo! heare that ſhee doth 
: both alleadge it andoppole itto the Serpents remprarian ar the firſt, 
' Now this Commandement fo plaine, fo caſte, ſo equall, that hee 
could not be ignorant of it, nor incurre any inconvenience by 
| yeclding to it, norpicke any exception againſt ir, This Com-| 
| mandement which both of them knew full well did they tran(- 
| greſle, and that very ſpeedily. How long they continued free trom the 


| 
| | tow lolig 


finne,I know not, becauſe I find it not revealed and willnot conjeture; | 


| 444m cOntt- 


becauſe the net revealing it by God makes mee thinke it is not | mud betore 

to much purpoſe to know. IF the firſt a of cating were that ofthe | "0 

forbidden fruit, it is a great aggravation of their fine, that they | 

| rranſgrefſed Gods Law in amanner afore they did any other thing, | 

if rhey ſtood any while it is agreat aggravation, that after much ex- | 

perience of Gods bounty they would be bold to offend him, and 

taſteof the forbidden fruit after the feeling of the ſweetneſle and | 

| goodncfle of orher fruits : bur it was not long afore they did cate, 

; and it was likewiſe done upon a poore motive, the temptation of a 

| baſe Worme, and it was yeelded unto without much reſiſtance, for 

rot many words patted them before Zve had condeſcended, You ,,,.... 
have the Storie of this finne in Gez. 3. 1,05. where is firſt the -wors is ambs 

| Te-mpter, a Serpent, the moſt * aked or fubrilef? of all beaſts;then gvou. == 

; rhe tempration 1n the matter of it and the fucceſſe. The marter, The mw 6 _ 

: Serpent ſaid to the Woman, hath God inated ſaid. you ſhall not eate of rents delcrived 

' every tree of the garden, in which hee would make Eve cither doubr 

of Gods Cammandement, or cle be diſcontent with it, as if hee 

| had dealt niggardly with them in not permitting them to cate of eve- 

' ry tree, or asif the forbidding of this were as much as if hee had 

' prohibired them all the trees,intimaring that this was as good as all 

the reſt, and the nor givingthem this as much as the deniall of all the 

| reſt. Thenthe Womans anſwer, telling him that he had allowed | 


death; then the Serpents reply, in which he contraditeth Gods | 


\them all che reſt and forbidden this alone, and that on paine of 
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chrear, that the Woman might not g1vec cram unto 1t, for he tells | 
Ewvah, that they ſhould not cer: aincly dic, yea not onely {o, bur: 
that God knew well eno' oh how cating of £ t tree would Procutc | 


, tothem an increaſc of knowledge, then the ſucceſle or the Tcmp- 


_ _— 


ration is; that ſthee belecving the Ser pent and concciving that ſhee 


ſhould g1ine knowledge by the eating and conſidering the beauty 
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 ahd plc exlfantnefte of the fruit, did not alone cate of ir her (cite, bur 
| alſo gave her husband, pertwading him allo to feed of it, which he 


at her perf x2{on did. 
Thus was the firſt Commandement utterly trar, lercilcd, which 


lo [o0ne as it was done they began to have ſenceof tiſeir nakedneltls, 


and ſewed figleaves together to make them aprons for rhe covering of | 


their nakednefſe, which now beganto appeare ſhametfull unro them. 
This was their fir{t ftane, upon this followed divers other ſinnes, 


the V1F, their running away from God, and hiding themſclves am ong the 


trees, as if it had becne poſſible tor them lo to have clcaped his 
fioht, and then cxcuſing their fault, he by layingthe taulr partly on 
Eve which gave him, and partly upon God which gave her to him, 
and thee upon the Serpent which had ſeduced and pegutled her. 


| IO they had done evill and {ought ro hide their finne inſtead of con- 
| feſhng it and humbling 'hemſclves, tor ſo ſinne blindcs the minde, 


-—— 


the Lord which ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head, and airer calling 
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] Beforc then 


| fall, 


4% « 


hardens the heart, drives a man from God and ſcts all the minde 
out of frame, eſtranging the foule from God and caufing a man ro be 
filled with (laviſh feare that makes him flic from his picſence, This 
finne brought terrour of conſcience, from whence of necefiuy fol 
lowed ſinfullneſſe and mortality. - This is their bad carriage. 

Doubtful! and indifferent may ſceeme to have beene their making 
of them aprons of leaves, for that ſhewed tome ſhameant! detire to hide 
their {hime. 

Now follow the things that were good in them, 4/2, their 1m- 
bracing of Gbds goodnefle, and rurning to him by Faith and Repen- 


\ ranceatter the promiſe, intimated in the giving Eve the name of 


Evah or Mother of all living, as much as it he had ſaid, t/ 20ugh we 
be all dead by this finne, yet wee fhall live by the prom ifed ſeed 
which £4 ſhall bring forth, and then #©ah giveth the name of 


 Caineto her firſt ſonne, faying, I have obtained aſonnethe Lord,or 
' of the Lord, perhaps expreſſino her hope that Ca/#e was that ſonne 


the ſecond ſonne by the name of © Abel, to fignine their ſubmitting 
themielves to the crofles and miſferies which they feit, and after 


' 
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| 
| 


bringing up their ſonnes in acalling, the one a Shepheard, the other 


a Husbandman, and in teaching them to worſhip God ani to bring 
' gifts and ſacrifices to him, the one of his the cePCs the other of the 


Their benefits bes which the land did aftoord. 


Now conſider we the benefirs God had beſtowed upon them be- 


fore their fall,the making of them after his owne Image, in know- 


ledge, righteouſnefſe and true holincfſe, with a molt beautifull, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ſtrong, | 
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[frrone. {wiit, hcalthic and comely body, free from all danger of 
 ficknetic, death, orother miſery ; giving them dominion over all 
(Crean Ire5, planting fo excelicnt a pl ace tor them as Paradiſe, and 
granting them the uſe of all the trees, and thar of life, and purting 
on them {0 pleaſant a {crvice as that of dreſſing and keeping the Gar- 
den, bciides the hope and aſſurance of Erernall life vpon condition 
| of their obedience, of which Paradiſe it felte and the tree of lite 
| were {1gncs unto them. -For if wee ſhould live the life of glory by | 
|obcying the Law, fo ſhould they have done ſceing they alio were. | 
| 

| 


| under the {2me Covenant of workes that we be under. 

Now after their finne God beltowed divers benefits on them. The =. Aer thou! 
chicte wasthe promite of a Saviour, v/z. The fecde of the Woman | 
'rowead on the Serpents head, that 1s, to deſtroy the Divell, andthe | 
workes of the Pivcll, and to dcliver them fromthe miſchiefe which | 
Satan ſought to bring upon them. By which wordshe did makethe _ | 
Covenant of grace with thein and their Poſterity, providing a re- | 
mcay cqualito the diſcaſe, and the meanes ot revealing it toall,inthar 
be manifeſted itrorthem that they might react it totheirchuldren, and 
{ oncto another till all ſmew it, and then making them reeches and 
continuing their life, and granting them children. Theſe be the be- SE 

. NUNS, 
The miſenes they felt were pronouncing zu upon then, ad- + 1.ic Crofts 
; Judging them to an inavoidable necetſity of naturall death, ro much 
 forrow intheir life, he by ulling the ground (which ſhould bring | 
; forth 11] things to him) and rhat with {iveart and labour, and ſhee | LI 
' by bearing children in ſorrow, and by being compelled by ſubjetion 
| to her husband : ; then by ca{ting them our of Paradiic, dcbarring 
| them the tree of life, and eIving Ca'me oVer to kill his Brother bct- 
{ ter then himſclte, which muſt needs be an heavie crolle to them, 
| which God did fome "Wa 2 micizarce by giving them another godly 
| {0anc, even Seth. This is their life pes 4 dcar h followcs. 
Adam lived 9< 9. yearcs ; :d for Eves death, It is not mentioned 
how lg ſheelived, for God hath not thoughr it fir to tell us the | 
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whit conideration it is hard to et !cfſe, bur ſure it is ro humble wo- m - a” + 


markirde, thar becauſe they were firſt in bringing in ceath, deler- «s nor wentio 
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| ved not tohaverhe cominuznce of theirlives recorded by Gods pen. 
So have Thriefely runne over the firſt man and the firſt woman, And 
nov I will mike ufe of all. | 
Firſt from their Creation, and the bencfits beſtowed uponthem in The uſes of | 
1rd after their Creation; ler us learne to acknowledge Godro beour © VT | 
Creator, the Fountaine of our being, ad to ſubmit our ſelves who- _ | 
| 
{ 


_ 


_— ——— 


'vto hin inall things, ſecing we have received our being from him; 

 {orin making them he made us inthem, and whatſoever benefits be 
{ o-vchim in Creation, hegave them to us in him, ſeeing if he had Miner nf 94 
| 30t caſt them away we ould not have wanted them. Wee muſt 
; not Icf- praiſe God and be leife thanketull for that happy eftate, be- 
| B & > cauſe ' 
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cauſe Adam forfeited it; for his naughtineſle in finning cannot dimi- | 


Crap, 


| niſh the goodnefſe of God in granting ro him and his ſo grear a! 


| heape of picaſures here with certainty of Erccrnall life after. Dbe 
; you not {ce that God made us all ro happineſle and lite in our firlt. 
| Parents, fitting all things, ſo that he might have ſtood and delivered | 
| over all thoſe benefits unto us. Ler us not murmure againſt God for | 
' the puniſhment juſtly inflicted upon us in them and on them for the | 
| finne commitred by them ; eſpecially wee muſtpraiſe God for the | 


| promiſc of the ſeed of the Woman which now God hath pet for- 
| med to us, by whom ſalvation and life was offered and rendered 
| toall, ſo tha* by the ſecond Adam all might have, received happi- 

neſle as they loſt it by the firſt, if the tault had not beene and were. 


not mecrely in themſelves, that have beene and arc careleſle of 
| Gods goodneſle ncgleing to conſider of his mercy, to belceye in 


| him and to rurne to him. 


Secondly, in Adams finne let us all fee our owne finfullnefle,and 


' our mortality and milcry in his miſery, For by one man ſinue came in-| 


to the world, and by ſinze death, and jo death paſſed over all. This 
 finne is our finne after a ſort, we muſt lamefit it and bewailc it, and | 
be humbled for it,and in the ſence of our wretchedneſſe runne to the. 
| . . . 
promiſed ſced to deliver us from ſinne and death, and to repaire the | 


Image of God in us by the mighty worke of his Spirit, which 1s. 


'as eafic tor him to doc as to create us juſt at the firſt, and which he 
'willas cerrainely performe for us it we ſecke it as hee did then in our 
firſt making. 
' Againe, let us learne to hate and loath finne and Satan, not to 
| hearken ro his ſuggeſtions, but to belecve Gods threats and ſubmit 
to his Commandements, ler the husband reſolve not to obey the 
voice of his wife again{t God, ler the wife rake heed of drawing 
her husband toſinne, let the husband rather reforme her then be cor- 
rupted by her. O beware of thinking to gcr any thing by doing 
wickednefle, diſobedience will bring nothing in-conclufion but mt- 
ſeryand unhappineſle. | 

Let us take heed of flying from God and of excuſing our faults 
and caſting the blame upon others, chicfcly upon God himlelte, as 
Adam did, but let us rather confeſle, lament, and truſt in his mercy, 
and implore it, then dawbe and difſemble,and thinke to eſcape by tri- 


We ſhould nor VOLOUS ſhifts and extenuations;and eſpecially learne not to be proud of 


apparell which is no better then a badge of our wicked rebellion and 
of our ſhametull nakedneſle. Let us be the better for the things we 
know concerning Adam and Eveour firſt Parents. 

Againe, letus be carefull to follow them in all good deeds which 
they did; Olerus.repent and belceve in Chriſt hoping for life by him 


according to the Covenant of grace, asthey did when they had bro- 
| ken the Covenant of Workes. Forby tulling in Chriſt we ſhall goe 
| to Heaven inthe way of Evangelical obedience, ſtanding in- arclolu- 
' tionand indeavour not to finne, and acarcfull humbling our ſelves and 


ſecking 


"—_ 


tt. 
—— —_—_—— —- >. —_—_—_— 


\ 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ſ 
' 


— 


IIS 


—_ —_— tt ttt. 
G__ Me in i me — 


/G E N, cAdam and Eve... 


—— —  — — Oy DB OOC— 


Cnavr,?. 1 
ſceking pardon when we faile, as ſure asthey or Wwe ſhould have done. 
inthe way of Legall obedicnce,if they and we had remained innocent; | 
and God will as ſurely inable us to this Evangelical! obedience,if we | 
{eeke to him forgrace and the renewing of his Ire 1n us, as hee 
had inabled him to Legall and cxat obedience In truth Chriſt 
| hath made the way to life eternall as caſte to us 1n the path of che 
| Goſpcll, as itwas to him inthe path of che Law, tor wee have grace 
[ro keepe us from loving and ſervnig finneas ſure as hee had power to 
abſtaine from committing finne. Say to your ſelves, Adams tinne ſhall 
not damne mee, if in ſence of the miſery which it brought upon me 
| I can fully ſeekero Chriſt the promiſed ſeed. 
| Further, let us follow him and her in that was good in both, 
| How did _Adam accept his wife, ſaying, This #s fleſh of my fleſh, | 
| and ſhee ſha# be called Evah, and 4 man jhall forſake Father and Mo-' | 
| ther and cleave to his wife; O you husbands love your wives as 
| your owne fleſh, cleave to them above all, and torſaking all other, 
| keepe you onely to them. You wives be conrent ro be ſubjc to. 
| your husbands, as itis ſure Evah was betore her fall ar leaſt,and pro- 
| bableaftertoo, for we reade of no braules betwixtthem. O joyne 
rogetherto bring up your children well, firſt in ſome honeſt calling, ' | 
then in the knowledge of the true God and care of worthipping him. 
I fay teach your ſonnes and daughters things neceſlary for their profi- | 
' | tabſe and holy living in the world; bring them not up in 1dlenefle and 
| | ignorance,bur ſo carry your ſelves to them, thar ir may not be 1mpu- 
ted1o you if they prove wicked, and be thankfull to God for your | | 
| children, an learneto rejoyce, eſpecially in their goodnefle, as Adam | 
and Evah did in Seths, Learne of your firſt Parent's to be good Pa- 
| | rents, and follow all che things that were good and commendable in | 
| | them. | | 
F | Againe, from their affiittions, learne to prepare for afflitions, and | | | 
| to make a o00d uſcof them when they come, if you thirke to live in | F251 ; 
this world withour bricrs and chornes, without ſweat and labour you | . [ 
are much deceived. Crofles are afſigned to us as juſt chaſtiſements | 
| for ovrſinne 5 we muſt to duſt, let us expe miſery and death, and la- | 
| bour to make our ſelves fir for crofles. It was Gods great goodneſle | 
| that he would not ſuffer Adam to remaine in Paradite and to enjoy ! 
| the tree of life. For had hee lived in ſo much pleaſure as thar place | 
| wow have afoorded, and had he foundall the creatures as good and | 
Fa. comfortable ro himnow after his fall when his nature was made fin- 
| full, as when it was finlefſe, O how greatly would his fin have growne ' 
| | through the tatneſſe of thar over delightful eſtate, even as weedes. 
doe inarich and unmanured ſoyle. Sure had not God fent acurſe. 
onthe earth, and inflicted griefe and miſery upon man, hee would 
never have repented, never have conceived of his ſpirituall _— | 
"ever have turned to God and{ought Godzfo thar as it is a mercy in the | . 
Phyſitian to make the patient ficke with a medicine, ſoirwas in God | | 


to ſend theſe afflitions on us. Let usnor therefore fatter our ſelves | 
in ! | 
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in vaine conceitgof living werrily, but Jet us prepare tor aflicti- 
' ons, which all muft in ſoine degree meere withall in their ſeverall 
callings. It was the voice of an Epicure 1n the rich man, that ſaid, 


E de, be, lude, 


Example of Cuar. 
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eate and drinke aud take thine eaſe we ſhould ſay to our ſelyes ra- 


ther, ſinne hath-tnade mee ſubje& to divers crofles, and I will la- 
| bour to receive them patiently trom Gods Almighty hand, it he 
' thinke it fit toextreiſe me with them. 


Eſpecially you\that are Parents of children, looke for croſſes in 


| your children ; thinke this boy may proove not an Abel, nota Sch, 


but a Cxxc, a wicked and a finfull Carze,a hater of goodnefſe, and 
| fugitive from God. Letmcetake heed therefore that I docnot over- 


love him, that I doe not cocker him, and as it were marre and kill 
\ his ſoule by over-cheriſhing his body. If wee finde our ſelves apt 
to over-prize andover-love our children, wee muſt moderate thoſe 
| paſhons by ſuch meditations, and it we hnde our ſclves apt to over- 
grieve for their death, wee muſt tell our ſelves, Ah might nottheir 
lives have prooved much more bitterto mee then their death can; 
' who would not rather bury a ſonne young then liveto {ce him proove 
'aCaiy, and who can tell bur his fonne for whoſe death hetakes on : 
' with ſo much exceſhive ſorrow, may not tall out to be as wicked as 
Cane. It any ſay IT hopenot ſo, I anſwer him, where be the grounds 
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of his hope 2 did not our firſt Parents hope as much thinke you; 
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Sure Evah giving Caie a name ſhewed that ſhee had good hopes of 
him when he was borne, yea thoſe that have good and godly chil- | 
dren muſt prepare to be croſſed in their affliftions. Haſt thou an 
Abel, a godly child, O make thine heart ready to heare that ſome 
wicked hand hath knockt him on the head, perhaps his owne Bro- 
ther, that ſome violent death hath ſeized upon him and taken him | 
away before his time, and labour to be willing to yeeld to Gods 
hand if he will fo crofic thee, for why ſhouldſt not thou ſtoope to 
as heavie a burden as that which {44a and Eve did beare inthe 
beginning of the world, For the death of good children, yea 
their miſerable and untimely death, and for the wickedneile, yea 
the notorious and unnaturall wickednefle of other children,ler every 
man prepare himſclfe, by looking upon the example of Adam and 
've, that ſuffered theſe croſſes, yea let every godly man learne to 
prepare for perſecution from all Ca/es, bur thar wee ſhall treat on | 
when we come to © Abels example, | 
But Brethren we muſt not onely prepare for croflcs of this kinde, 
but we muſt alſo make a good ule of them when they come, thatis, 
wee muſt turnethem into medicines as Phyſitions doe ſome poylons, 


V <— ——————————_ 


"cauſing the ſorrow which they will worke in usto become a medi- 


cine againſt our ſinnes of whichthey be the proper and naturall effects, 


When you meete with croſſes and calamitics, ſay, now I ſce Gods | - 
Juſtice and Gods Truth,now I ſee the hatefullnefſe and hurtfullneſſe | 
| of ſinne, and therefore now I will mourne, not becauſeI am croſſed, 

but becauſe I have deſervedthis crofle, anda worſetoo,and ſo frame | 
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tO confelle ad bemoane the f{inne, 
2nd helpe ar the hand of God 1 11 the name of Chriſt, c{peciaily ! 
looke to thoſe finnes to which your crolles have ſome r: 
| reſpect. Are you crotlcd in your g 0): CS, thinke !t you d! d nc 3 OV er 
j !'ove them and get them uny! otly, © or it in your children, 
did not over love them and cocker the "1ts and ſo inall thinos of like 
kinde, In what God {mites you, fee 1 you have not in tha 
againſt him, and 'q frame ro lament your innes and to {ecke helpe 
again {t rhom. This will hetpe to mate your crofle caſte and q: 
ly to IeMoVe it, this will cauſe that you ſhall be oainers eveab 
| croſſes. When wee ſee the 111 deſervinos of finne and the perf 
rightcouſacſle, yea the — of God in calling rhns tr o 
rance;z happy arc they rhat be {o afttited and fo rwghr in Goo 
| Wales. 
And Breth ren let niece 
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and {uch afjfinne, for it theſe two in t 


miſe mich of our felves, but when {1nne begins tO gather upon you, 
and Satantotempr, then flic to prayers and to requeſts, and to the 
threats and Commandements, and apply thoſe threats, and 'pray 


ſo well as you can wiſh, clfe large promiſes will bring forth no- 
thing bur ſorry performances. Thus ſhould Eve have done, and 
then ſhee ſhould have had her prayers granted, an her faith ft. 
 blithed, and clca aped the fanle. And as Ithinke the firll 
| faults of Evah was, that ſh-e was led way by tac wary {9Ccccines of 
the Sc rpent (by which hc fonohe by ttep and ftep to deſcend: ro 

this {oliciration,) that then flize. did not re in her mitid the co» 
fideration of Gods picſoncy, and of her cpendance up2n him, and 

_ his readineſſe to | give ber helpe on her ſocking it, and of her 

wac imbectility as being a creature, a without continuall 

ſuppor from nm. For {acc rhe Me oral [. we Ky upon Adam and 

 Evah as well as upo2 nz, ana they ought tus to have behaved 

ws into! nprari »1 : here the 4x [ ſay was her firſt tailing, 

For we muſt not thinke thar there was no finne precedent to the 

actuall caring of the forbidden fruir, yea her being enticed and 

Jrawne away to diftruil Gods Trut! 1, rodeny his threats, ro affe&t 
knowledge ag3inſt Gods allowanc 

ſhee conceived that no danger w wy, g:0W from it but mech bene- 

' fit : all theſe were faults © and preparations to the great actuall fault, 

Indeed it is probable, tharif ſhee had raken her iclfe in theſe flips, 

and ſer her ſelfe and gr2ces on worke to have refiſted them before 

they had come to tuch an head, that then ſhee ſhould not have 

beene corrupted by thein, io as to fall into (infullnefle and mortality, 

- becauſe 
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oreat ſinne, to Warne you, that you take hced of rinks = vour |\ 
owne ſire: 12th, and of boaſting that you will never commit ſuch. 
r 1nnocency could not | 
eſcape when they negleRed to ſue to Gol for ſtren oth,0 how much. 
move ſhall not we Rand if we adventureto brag2 and boaſt, and pro-, 


God to inable you to keep the Commandements, then ſhall you doe | 


24 to be bold to finne, when 
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becauſe che : Lord had limited the thre of death to aQuall eating : 
but howlocver theſe rhings were faulrs 1n #ve, and now wee muſt 
learne therefore not to preſum- any thing of our ſclves, bur to 
 confeſſe that it wee doe not iccke ro God for his ſuſtentation and | 
ſo obtaine the ſame from him, we thall ſurely be overcome to com- 
' mit any ſinnerhough never lo grievous. 
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Bur 222inc, wee muſt be incouraged to repent of fine and to | 


crave pardon of it, any greatneſſc of it notwithſtanding, for even 


\\ this finne of our firſt Parents is to them pardoned. This firſt and 


orand {inne, the (1nne of finncs,that did inwray in it all the blaſphc- 
IN1Cs5 and Idolarr! ES, CFC. ot all after-t! [MCS, and WaS US ! may {9 
{(peake in power all finne, even this frinne 1s torgiven; + dam which 
caſt all into ſinne, out of Paradiſe, 2nd OUT © is Reaven what in hin 
lay, cven this if an is 1n Heaven hiimſcltc, yea Eve that Arcw 
Adam to it, and pertwaced her husband' ro the committing of to 
monſtrous a Treſpalle, to tc papooning of him and all his; thee is 
pardoned, thee 1s in Reaven, As God ict forth the riches of his 
Mercy in pardoning fo vilc and ee! a ſinner as Par! was, that 
| in him he might ſhew an example of all long-ſuffering; fo hath he 
tet forth the abundance of his Grace in Chriſt by rcmitting the 
| fault, and ſaving the loules of theſe and theſe ſinners, which did 
| not whar they did in falſe zcale as Pas!, but in wilfull unbelecfe 
and rebellion. Wherefore let no man doubs of obtaining pardon 
| by the grace of God in Chriſt, becaule of the greatnefle of his ſin. 
For if by the offence of one many ve dead, much more ſhall the_ 
grace of vift, and the zift by grace abound unto mercy ; and if in 
Adam all die, thatis, be made ſubje& to death, ſo i# Chriſt much 
more ſhall all be made alive, it they truſt in him and turne, if deat 
YA! 9H: 'd by the firſt A a, much Me te [ha'l arace raizne by theo 
ſecond ( Adain [t, by 01t //*AS$ ar 0. 67, CC? Min were HG ih ſraners, 
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us Hom {cc ri ro God for tn and nuſting ro k It. 7 we 
ſhould be 2ppointed to deſerve remiſſion of our owns finnes every 
man for himfelte, then a man might hope to get out of little ſinnes 
bong ot our of great, and fo greatnefle of finne might dithearten him: 
bur {ecing It is Chrilt rhe Sonne ot God as well as Man, that hath 
ſich fd ar once for the finnes of all, by being a Propiriation for rhe 
finncs of the whole world, now it is t00 200 oreat a weakeneſle, 
and i00 t00 palpable an ignorance of Chriſt and diſparagement to 
3!Mm,- to doubt of pardon, becauſe of the greatneſſe of finne, and 
chat wee may aſſure our {clves, loe Adam and Eve ſaved, acon- 
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ple thar let in the floud-gates to all finne, \and that in committing fo | 


great a diſobedience, did commit at once all the ſinnes of all the 
world. There cannot be thought any offence orcar-r, for thetime, 
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place, perſons fi inning, occanons of fi inning, helpes againſt finne, ' 
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| Commandement tranſgreſled, no nor the matter of the ſinne nei- 
ther. For though the thing materially conſidered were bur eating 
jou apple, a plum, or whatſoever fruit it might be, yetthar apple was 


[25 it were a Sacrament, 2 viſible profeſſion of their care to forbeare 


all finne by forbearing ir, and fo the taking of that was a worſe 
 finne then if it had beene very actuall adultery or murder, as if a | 
' man ſhould take the Sacramentall bread and give it to a dogg, or 
caſt it into the fire, or trample it under feer knowing it to be the 
' Sacrament, ſure he wereas vile and farre more vile an offender, then 
if he ſhould lie in waize at his neighbours doore to defloure his wife,or 
tomurder himſelfe or any of his honſchold. Now therefore take 
heart to runne to God penitently for pardon in Chriſt, and be ſure 
of ſucceſſe, And if greatneſſe and multitude of fin offer it ſelfe to 
diſcourage you and to dampe your hopes, referre your ſelves to 
Adam and Eve, and fay, their one finne was more in badneſle then 
all my finnes, and yet they were pardoned upon their repentance, 
and ſo ſhall I, and then even violently breaking thorough all ob- 
jeQions, give over thy ſelfe toſorowfull confeſſions and ſupplicati- 
ons and thou ſhalt be pardoned. 

| If any ſay my finne was worſe then 44am, for I have tinned! 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt; I anſwer, if thou haſt ſinned againſt the 


o 


Holy Ghoſt, repent andthou ſhalt be pardoned, for the cauſe why | 
| that ſinne cannot be forgiven, is not want of mercy in God or 
merits in Chriſt, but ſuch abundance of hardneſfle in them, rhar ' 
they will not ſecke to God for pardon or for grace to repent. | 
Wherefore I ſay againe looke on thy firſt Parents, that how bad | 
ſoever thou beeſt were cauſes of thy being ſo bad, and promiſe | 
| thy ſclfe pardon upon repentance, becauſe they are pardoned, and | 
hope to be penitent if thou indeavour and ſeeke it, becauſe they 


| were helped which were as vile finners as thy ſelfe, | 
| | 
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Ext after Adam and Evah, the Scriptures | 
\ propound unto us the Examples of Caize and 
Abel, two ſonnes of thoſe Parents. Firſt, 
wee muſt ſpeake of Caize, who being the. 
& clder Brother was yet the worſer man. for 
J' the Lord hath never accuſtomed to give his 
Y graces according to the priviledges of age, 
that the gift may appeare to be free and gra- 
tuitous, not at all deſerved by any thing 
[a the man may finde in himſelfe, 
| Now ſpeaking of Caine, we muſt handle his Birth and Life, for 
' it hath not ſeemed good to God to tell us any thing of his death. | 
His Birth wee have, Geneg.1. Adam knew Evah hs wife and ſhe Caines Birth, 
— and bare 4 ſonne, and called his name Caine, or 4 poſſeſhi-| 
ſaying, 1 have obtained « man of the Lord, or, as it may be 
nate 4 man the Lord, perhaps expreſſing her conceit to be, 
that this ſonne of hers muſt be that man who was alſo to be God, 
that ſhould redeeme her ſclfe and all men from the miſchiefe which 
the Serpent had brought uponthem, bur if ſhee had any ſuch hopes 


ſhee had much deccived her ſclfe, for God doth ſeldome make, 
"V3 £7 ſuch? 


_ ad 


"I 


li. < 


ht 
mm. lm. Ga ae E 


— 


OO—— —_ _—— IL _—  ——_—_  —— {oO _- 


16 \Gz No The Example of CraP4. 
EE ſuch haſt in granting ſo great things immediately atrer the pro- 
miſe, he chooſcth rather to exerciſe the taith and patience of his 
3% people in waiting ſome good and large ſpace of time for the perfor- 
; mance of the promiſe. 
Caines t1ciaze Now concerning this man we will note firſt his carriage and be- 
1.Gvol, | haviour, then the things thar befell him. In his carriage ſome things | 
TY ' are for mattter good, ſome things altogether evill., That which 
| The commen-| 1$ good is, that at his Fathers appointment and education he betook 
mou o ki himſclfe to a necdfull rrade of lite, for ſo it is ſaid, Carne was 4 
on | tiller of the ground,that is, he gave himſelfe ro Husbandry. This cal- 
ling as it is very uſcfull, tor even the King is ſerved by the land thar 
'is tilled, fo it is you fee a very ancient calling, it is full of paines 
- {and full of profit, »mch imcreaſe (faith Salomon) deth come by the labour 
| of the Axe, but where 0 Oxe ts the crib is empty. You ce 1*- hath 
F | the precedencic of the Shepheard, tor the elder ſonne was affigned 
| 'to this trade as the moſt necellary, Wherefore mee thinkes they doe 
a | not ſhew themſelves to be of the ſame minde with Adam, that 
ſ | ' are ſtil] ready to pull downe tillage and ſet up paſtorage, as I may 
fi | call it. Indeed paſtorage gives moſt private gaine to one or two | 
l, | ' men, and therefore theythat are led more by telfe-love then by 
| ' charity or the love of mankind, are more affeted to it; bur ſurely 
= | Gods pleaſure was in making the World ro make proviſion for a 
| multitude to live in convenient abundance, rather then for afew ro 
live in exceſhve riches, Howloever you ſee this is good in Care,he 
| imbraced acalling and lived painetully therein, for hee was till 
| | the ground, he did not alone take upon him the name of a Hbans 
A = ' man, but did exerciſe himſclfe in the workes of that calling. 
+. Was our- Secondly, Caine was religious too, ar lca(t in reſpeR of the outward |. 
wardly tcligi- a&ts, for inn proceſſe of t:197e hee brought a gift to the Lord of the fruit of 
Q's, the eround, hee worſhipped Godby oficring ſomething to him of 
'that which by his goodncfle and blefling the carth did bring forth 
unto him. The Lord will be ſerved ever with our coſts, with 
gifts, with rendring him backe againe ſomething of that which him- 
| felfe hath given us. He commanded 7/rae? not to appeare before 
| | him empric, but to bring free-will-oftcrings and heave offerings of 
| their hands. God loves not an empty worthipper, he is liberall ro 
| 
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' us, he would have us alſo liberall tro him, weereceive much from 
him, he lookes to receive ſomething of us, that ſo we may aQually 
acknowledge him to be the giver of all. He is not contented that 

' the mou:h worſhip him in prayers and praiſes, nor the eare in hea- 
ring and attending tro him, nor the body in bowing it ſelfe rohim, 

| nor the hands in lifting up themſclves, but he will be honoured with 

| our goods, as Salomon faith, Prov.3.g. even with our ſubſtance. For 
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though he hath not now commanded any thing to be burnt upon 

' the Altar, having aboliſhed;all Sacrifices by ſending his Sonne, to 

offer up himſelfe in Sacrifice for our {innes, that he might take away 
 , ourſinnes by that one offcring once for all; yet now he hath __ 
te 
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1 ſuch a worlhip as cannot be maintained withont coſt, in reeard 
of the perſons attending 1t and the inſtruments of it, and hee hath 

now eppointed them to reape our earthly things in his ſteed, which 
in his ſtced doe fowe unto us {pirituall things. Marke this then as 

1 thing in it flfe good, to worſhip God and to worſhip him with 

| 7 2 gift unto him, as alſo in the Pſalme hee ſaith, bring pre-- 

[ents to him that onght to be feared, 

Further, it was alawfull and good thing in Caize even after his 
;oreat finne commited, that he built a City, for ſurely to take order 
tor the repleniſhing of men with people, and the commodious habi- 
tation of men borne into the world, is a good and commendable 
thing in it ſelfe, though men may eafily and often doe tranſgreſſe 

\, much in the manner of doing ir. Therefore the Lord faich,Eſay 58. 
'12, in commendation of his people and inway of promiſing a great 

 benefir and hovour. There ſhall be of thee"that ſhall build the old waſte 

Places. Thou ſhalt raiſe up the foundations of many generations, and | 
' thou ſhalt be called the Reparrer of the breach, the reftorer of paths 9 
awell m. Surely, it to build old waſts and repaire decaied places 
thar they may ſtand to many generations be a praiſe, as you heare| 
from the Prophet, then ro build new that were not builr be? 
fore, thar alſo 1s a good thing and laudable. This therefore muſt 
'be noted as agood thing in Caine, that hee gave himſelfe to build 
a City. 

; Laſtly, thatis good in him, that he was the husband of one wife 
'and did content himſelfe with the firſt inſtitution of marriage, nor | 
' corrupting it with taking variety of women to one and the ſame! 
. man atthe ſame time, as God had made but one"Eve for Ada, 
and ſaid,a m7 ſhall cleave to his wife, not to his wives,and they ſhall be 
ne fleſh, meaning, they two, not threeor foure. Some are of opi- 
nionthatin the beginning Ew4/ at every barden bare rwinnes, and| Some thinke 
fo there came into the world together a man and a woman, whether | Eve till bare 
this was fo or not I cannot afirme, but ir may ſeeme probable, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt makes not much mention of the bringing 
forth of any woman before the flood, therefore it may berhought 
thar their birth is comprehended in the narration of the birth of the | 
more worthy Sexe, and that together with man they were concei- | 
'ved and and borne; but whatſoever became of this conceit, it is 
evident Caine had but one wite, and that is commendable in him. 

| And this is all that I can picke our of the Story that is good in this 
bad man, for cyen in a bad manalſo may be found many things that 
forthe matter of them are very good. 

I proceed now to ſet forth the evill of Ca/me,who was an unfan- 
tified man, as witneſſeth S.1ohn, 1 Fpiſt.1. 2. He was of that evill 
oe, thar is the Divell, achild of Satan hee was notwithſtanding 
all that good that he did. A man unſandified therefore may be wicked man, 
painefull in his calling; a man unſanctified may worſhip God and 
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bring him gifts; a man unſanRified may build Cities ; a man un- 
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Caines faults in that evill 1/18 
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dvpocure, | fault is, he was an Hypocrite, one in whom hypocrifie ruled, for 
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ſanRified may live honeſtly with his wite, Neither muſt any man 
conceit himſclte a childe of God becauſe hee can truly afhrme of 
| himſelfe that he doth theſe and many other good and commendabic: 

things. This is no more then may be found in a Caine who was of 


. | 
; 
' 


But let us looke into his vices and faults, The firſt and worſt 
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had he not beene ſuch a one, the Lord would not have forborne to | 
ſhew the ſame reſpect to him and to his gitt that hee ſhewed | 
to his Brother Abe! and his gift. God is not an accepterof per-. 
ſons, he doth not regard one finccre man and negle& another that | 
hath the ſame ſincerity, but hee heares all that call upon him in truth, 
as ſaith the Pſalmiſt * and 7 every mation thoſe that feare him and 
worke r1ghteouſueſſe are acceptable to him,ſeeing then God did not teftific 
| of his gifts, they were but the gifts of an hypocrite. For an hypo- | 
| Crite is hee which contenterh himſelfe wich a forme of religion, in 
| performing the externall a&tsof it and is not ſanRified by it, hath nox | 
' the dominton of {inne broken, hath not the image of God renewed. 
'in him, hath nor the divine nature bMowed upon him, nor carcs 
| nor ſcekes to have it, but contents and farisfieth himſcltc in theſe 
| externall devotions. Wholoever is carcfull ro come to Gods Or- 
| dinances, to pray, heare, reade, reccive rhe Sacraments, and the 
like a&ts of religion, and doth ſo careleſly, overly, and negligently 
| performe them, as not in them to ſeeke and attaine true ſanity 
| and recovering out of the ſnarc of the Divell and power of ſinne, 
; (for theſe eftets of true religion are not denied to any in and by | 
thoſe ordinances butto thoſe which negle@ to ſerve for them in and | 
| by theſe Ordinances) heis avery Caize,that is, an Hypocrite. Hypo. | 
 crifte is a fearefull fin, and this was Caircs firſt and worſt fin, that he was | 
an Hypocrite, he performed indeed the outward work of religion, but ? 
' performed it not out of faith and with a defire therby to dotruc honour | 
to God, and to give himſeclfe unto God, and to ger grace from God to 

' make him his, but barely out of cuſtome or reſpe& to his Fathers au. 
'thority who had ſo trained him up, or out of a kinde of imperfect | 
[naturall devotion, that he might ſceme to himfelfe good,and nouriſh : 
in himſelfe good hopes of eſcaping Hell and getting Heaven : | 
| Notwithſtanding his taking leave to himſelfe to commit other ſins 
; which liked him, or ſuch other like corrupt and meere ſelfe re- 
 ſpecting ends,as credit with his Father and Mother and the reſt of 
his Brethren and Siſters ; the Lord that ſaw deepely into Caznes | 
| heart and found it fild with guile, thatit did not draw neere to him | 
,when his body did, would at firſt make it appeare, that it was not | 
| poſſible to deceive him by diſguiſes, and therefore by not ſhewing | 
any note of reſpe&, did plainely diſcover his utter diſlike of ſuch | 
' meere outſide ſervice as hee hath alſo done at other times, ſaying. 
thar thoſe which draw neere to him with their lips and have their hearts © 
' farre from him, doe wor ſhip him in <aine, and that if any man ſeem | 
Th 
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which is one outwardly, | | 
The ſccond finne of Caine followes, that when he perceived that | . Was rexed 
| God had not reſpect to him and his ſacrifice, hee was wrath and bis coun- | «0g 
renance fell, he had a furious inſide and a dogged outſide, whereas | 
| hee ſhould have looked into the cauſe, he onely chafed at the thing. 
' This ts a fearcfull finne, when aman is puniſhed, to be vexed at the | 
| puniſhment, and not take care to ſee and reforme the finne which 
| cauſerh the puniſhment. This is to accuſe God as the Author of 
the evill, and not himſelfe, and fo to juſtifie himſelfe above God; 
this is to ſhew apredominancy of pride and blindnefle, thatour of an 
high opinion of himſeclfe hath his minde muffled as it were from ' 
ſeeing his owne faults, it is to ſhew that he ſerveth that finne which | 
puniſhments cannot make him humbly to confeſſe; and this wrath. 
and falne countenance was procured throughenvie againſt his Bro-. 
ther; for he did not onely vexe himfelfe becauſe his one Sacrifice | 
found no approbation, bur alſo hated his Brother, becauſe his was 
accepted, as appeares, becauſe God in reprooving his ſulleg and 
| dogged lookes, doth tel] him inſtantly, that «nto ghee ſhall be bu de- - 
ſire, that is, I know Caine what aileth thee, thou art wrath againſt thy | 
| Brother, and hateſt him, becauſe he is more regarded by mee then 
| thy ſclfe, but know that I intend not to take away the ſuperiority | 
| W ich thine age gives thee, he ſhall be thine inferiour in reſpeR of 
| governement, though he be better then thy ſelfe in vertues. Thou 
| ſhalt be the ruler of the Family after Adam and not hee, Forat|,, 
| that time the governement of the world was onely domeſticall,and | mn: the 
the elder Brother was the chicfe Magiſtrate under and after the Fa- | World dome- | 
ther. So envie ruled in Caine, diſcontent feſtred to an hatred of his | *=* | 
| Brother, becauſe hethought his Brother had more reſpe& then him- | 
ſelfe, and fo that his Brother hindred him from being accepted. |... 
| This envie is much condemned. It is faid, Exvie not ſinners, much LE © 
leſſe the righteous, and S.Paul ſaith, Let is n0t be coverous of waine-gls- "A 
' ry, provoking one another, envying one another, noting vainc-glory to | - r—_ 
| be the roote on the which cnvie growesz and Salomon ſaith, Who 
ca ſtand againſt envie, noting it to be one of the moſt unreaſona- | 
ble faults that is, as hating a man becauſe hee is not as miſerable as ' | 
 himſelfe, or at leaſt becauſe he is more happie than himſelfe. This 
| is aſecond fault of Carre. | | 
| A thirdis, that when God himſclfe did gently and duely admo- | ,. pig ne: 
niſh him of his fault, and ſought to aſſwage his hatred and his wrath, | mend his = 
od 
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yet he did nothing at all reftorme it, butrather grew worſe, ſhewing co -- ws 
that envie carried him away ſtill, and hee did nouriſhand foſter, not | niched by 6 
oppoſe and reſiſt it. For God came and ſhewed him good reafon, | hindelfe. 

boththat hee ſhould nor be angry at his not being accepted, andalſo 
char he ſhould not have a grudee againſt his Brother becauſe he was | 
accepted, for if thou doe well, ſaith the Lord, ſhalt thou not be accepted, 


| 
i; 
] \thatis, notthy Brother is an impedimentto any reſpeRing ofthy = 
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anc thy Sacrifice, bur thine ill doing. Thou ſerveſt mee with! out - 
ward {ervice, but thou art'a bad man and liveft not well, thereforc 
muſt not I regadthy feryice, tot [tell thee, my pure natiire 1s on ny | 
that if men be "of finfull lives and wicked, their praycis and ob!'-:1. 
' ons arc ſo tarre from pleaſing we, thitthey be abomination to m- 
theretore doe I not care for thee nor thy religion, fo long as - wk 
| continueſt 1mpenitent, and a wicked liver, burit thou framerhy {cle 
to doe well, to repent and amend thy lite, and hve holtiy, thenal- 
; fo thalr thoube accepted, as if hee had told him, that hce ought to 
| ainend his life.and might ſo ſer himſelt abour ir,as to obtaine help and 
' power to do it. For even to.any reprobate may any man fay as inuch as 
\ Gyodto Caine herethereis no neceflity of thy being caſt offi by God,{<t ro 


4 | 


| amend thy life,and he will rake thee into favour,and then ſhould he alin 
\, | | | | be rakeninto favour,and his gitts regarded. For though the Sacrifice oi! 
x F:- ' fioners be od10us to God,yc' the prayer of the up wright iS 11S delight. So 
| no cauſe o&Gaizes wrath and envie,'cecing the caule of his Br others be- 
| ſ. | ing preferred Þeforc him 1s his owne naughtinciſe, not any partiality | 
18 | 'in God nor trickes thar his Brother had uſed. Againe, there is no | 
| cauſe he ſhould hate his Brother, who ſhould {#111 continue an infe- | 
wo 'riour in ſubjeRionto him. All this notwichſtanding uttered by God 
= himſelfe, yet Cane continued his ſower lookes and bitter thoughts 
en a ainſt his Brother, onely becauſe his Brother was better than him-. 
ſp P ſelfe, and had received inore approbation and acceptation from Gol | 
then himſelfe. Note this faulr, he would not be amended by words, | 
=D | he hardned himſclte againſt an admonition, 
78 4 Murthered = A fourth and a worſe fault was, he {pake ro his Brother and gat 


iy | | — him into the field out of company (for no doubt there w cre more | 

| ilk id oh ON and women in the world though wee doe nor reade of any * | 
| weapon is unn- MOre) and there he knocks him on the he 7 (with What weapon'tt | 

wy j CCFearN, is folly for us to enquire) but (ure his tooles of husbandry yeelde ed ! 

: | BE him fitter hclpe to doe it rhen the jaw-vone of an Aﬀe, which ſome ' 

s | will nceds thinke to have becene uſed. So his envie and hatred boy- | 

E || led ſolong, and prevailed fo much in him, chart it makes him dip | 


his finger in blood and inthe blood ot his own Brother; notwith- 
| | BE * tanding the greatneſle of the finne in it felte and great torment that * 
F | | would enſue thence unto his Parents. Moreover, Murder thaz is 
| Caines ſinne, and with this finne of murder 1s joyned fraud and. 
. | outle, and fearing man more then God : for he ſpakero him and gat ' 
. | | him It, and then role up 2zainſt him, when they were together | 
b-1-- = alonein the field, ſo it was a pretended and premeditated murder, 
Fil heuſed words of kindnelle, at leaſt which aid not ſhew forth an; 
; | i!l intention, for then would not «Abel have gone with him, and. 
4 _ , having himinalolitary place where no man could ſee him to diſco- 
15 1 ver or hinder him, there not regarding Gods preſence, hee tooke 
W. | away his life and ſpile his blood onthe ground. You ſce Ca'mes fourth 


| 5. Did ant Ce ' finne. 
t Nis 1 | 
p nt © ' The fifth was he did not repent of the ſinne when hee had done | 


murdcr, | 
it, 
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 Codcameto bring him to repentance, then hee ſtood in deniall of 
'his faulr, and was angry with God for going about to charge him | 
'with his Brother ; for when the Lord came and asked him where his | 
 Brothcr was,he made anſwer that he could not tell, lyingto God him- | 
\{cltc you ſee, and ſhewing himſclte to be altogether 1gnorant, Or At 
|caſt heedlefſe of his All-leeing eye, and in akind of diſcontent as- 
king the Lord, why he ſhould aske of him, where Abel was,fccing 
no man had ever appointed him to be Abels keeper, 

| Herc is a fearctull finne not to contefſe a finne committed, but to 
lie and feckeit he could to hide it from God by deniall. So that 
Caine was growne worſe then Adam, he onely excuſed the tauit, he 


it, nor of himſelfe ranneto God with humble confetſivn, nay when | 


| himſelfc had murdered, fodenying in his heart that God was pre- 
| {entin all places and ſaw all things. So his heart was hardned in 
| wickednefſe, and he was growne a deſpiſcr of God, adenicr ot his 
' Oinniſcience, and he had made himſelfe quite impenitent. 
|, Impenitencicin his finnes, that was another of Caines faults. Inſtead 
of falling downe and ſaying, I have ſinned, he (aith, I have not done 
'ir, thou doſt unjuſtly in asking me ſuch a queſtion, like the Phariſees, 
| that aſterthey had killed' Chriſt, were fo farre from repenting, that | 
' they ſeemed to take it in high diſdaine, that the Apoſtles worttd ſeeme | 
to bring that mans bloud upon them. Marke this finne, I ſay marke 
' it, he hides his finne, denics it, will not goc to God with humble | 
| confeſſions and ſupplications. This is to be a Came, tocommir great | 
| {innes, and continue remorſelcfſe and unrepentant, not regarding to | 
' confeſſe no not to God himſfelfe, though God uſe meanes co make him | 
| ſee and confeſlc. | 
Now another faulc is, that after God had cenſured him for his *Fe merreres 
offence, he grumbled and deſpaired, for his ſpeeches carry an im: | ET” 
 picſſion of both theſe vices, and are uttered, ſo thatthey will beare | 
| borh renderings, My ſinne i greater then can be pardonad, or, My pu- 
| 1'[, ment is great'r then I caii beare, So Caine was policiſed wirh a + 
| mixture of defſperarcncfſe 2nd murmuring, he denies God the honour | 
of .cis mercy in not conceiving himable to forgive thar ſin,therforc he | 
| rhoupht it in vaineto confelle and aske pardon and fo forbare to doe | 
/ it, and herhought the puniſhment unjuſt and too ſevere, as being more | 
| then hee could beare, as it God in puniſhing an unpenitent finner | 
| ſhould looke not what the finne did deſerve, but whar the ſinner 
' could undergoe. Wohercas puniſhment muſt be proportioned to the 


cryed our of the greatnefle of the ſinne,nor of the puniſhment, hee 
ſhould have confeſſed the greatnefle of Gods mercy, but he muttcrs 
againſt him as both unjuſt and unmercifull, and {o repents not but 1c-/| 
pines, complaining that God had laide him open to all mens injuries 
now, ſothat every one might kill him. Thisis a Carne, a man ſo batd.- 


grcarncfſc of the faule, not the ſtrengrhof the offendor. He ſhould have 


denics, ſaying, he could not tell what was become of him whom '. \ 


| 


{ned with {inne that he can ncither ſubmitro Gods jultice nor implore | 
his 


com. 
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his mercy, bur denics the one, and calumniates the other, and fo 
perſiſts impenitently. 
. P-r1iſt; 1m For thatisthe laſt of all his finnes, he goes away quite from God 
mnu'y and his Father, ccaſeth ro continue a member of that family, and 
of that Church,gives over all outward ſhewes of religion, turnes 
| meere worldly and carthly, and ſeckes to caſe the ſmart of his con- 
ſcience by building and bufling in the world, declaring a picce of 
' vaine-glory too, by calling his City afrer the name of his firſt- 
borne, as it were boaſting of it, that hee ſhould have his ſonne the 
Lord of a City of his owne name, Henech of Henoch. A fearcful! 
offence to perſiſt {ti]] in impenitencie, to caſt of all ſhew of religion, | 
toexcommunicate himſelte out of the Church, and buric himſelfe 
| invanity and worldlineſle, ſo to ſtific his owne conſcience and dea- 
| denhis owne heart more and more. 
= 3. Hsprofpe. | Now T haye done with Carnes carriage good and bad. I come. 
=: ry and aever- tothe things that betcll him,good and bad. | 
We ' Fiſt good, you fee God gave him aſonne and fonnes ſonne, and. 


| | ' 1, His denefirs.' 


had poſterity | Continucd his lite along time to give him ſpace of repentance, and ſet 


DO —0O» > —_———— ———<—_ ”— —— —E—_ —— 
_——O—— CC SN NS "—_ 


: 


7 
is 
h 


; 
' 
, 


/ 


— —— 


j | wen -ol ; | anrark upon him to ſave him from the violence of allmen,threatening 
| | GOES topuniſh him ſeven-fold, that is, ſeven times as much as he had hurt 
\ from che vi0« Carne if any ſhould kill him. Secing it pleaſed not God to tell us 

nay a hou what this marke was with which hee nofed this prime murtherer ; 

it is fondneſle in us to weary our ſelves with conjeRures; ſome think 


= 
p | "it was viſible to all men, bur what I know not, nor Iam ſure can any 
[ 
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'man elſe tell, but ir was the goodneſle of God to ſecure him of lite 
* who had deſerved death, for the Law of putting the murderer to 
Ny death was not yet, and God would not put Mam to fo hard ataske 
bb... as killing his owne ſonne, but would ſhew hiniſelfe ro be above 
L | Law, in forbearing to doc that which he will not ſuffer a Magiſtrate 
IE ro forbeare, even putting to death of a wilfull murderer ; yea, it was 
the great goodneſle of God to give him health and many children,and 
childrens children, and to grant him riches and proſpcuty :in the | 
world abundantly if ir had beene poſſible tro have drawne him to 
2. God youch- repentance, yea it was agreat benefit that God came gently to ad- 
ited wm. moniſhhimof his inward malice, if itmighr have becne to have hin- 
| keepe him dred the breaking of it out into murder,and after it was done tocome 
from finand qoaine with this gentle ſecond admonition, if it had beene poſſible 


——— 
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b. 
= pinned may to have melted him and have drawne him to ſubmiſſive humiliation. | 
38 ; So God vouchſafed him meanes to keepe him from finne and to draw | 
$' him our of finne, and time long enough to make uſe of thoſe meanes, | 
x and many benefits to allure him to make uſe of them, thus good is 

| \ ; Godeven to finners,and impenitent finners,to offer them mcancs of re. | 


 pentance and acceptation upon their repentance, and vouchſafe them | 

ſtoreof good things for along time, notwithſtanding their obſtinarc- | 

 nefle in refuſing to repent. | | 
2 His croſſes, Now laſtly, let us conſider Gods puniſhments, 442, the cvill things | F 


| ' he met withall. | 
| ; The 
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will ſurely bring. I ſay againe then, be as good as Cazze, have and 
| follow ſome calling. 


' Againe, looke that there be ſome ar leaſt outſide of religion in 
| you, worſhip God and be not ſo much lovers of money as not to 
' give him ſomething, even to beat coſt for his worſhip, in ſuch kind 
as coſt is now needfull, as they were to pertorme a worſhip then re- 
| quired the colt notwithſtanding. Be not profane ro neglect Gods 
{ | Worſhip out of {lcighting it, be not niggards to putof God with as ' 
| little as you can,but give him of the fruits of your ground; and now 
| know that that is given to God which is given to the maintenance 
| of his Miniſters which performe his Worfhip, andother inſtrumenrs 
i neceflary to the performance of it, as a fir place andrhelike: O be as 
| good as a Caine, nay willing to be at coſt in Gods Worſhip and 
| for it. | 
| Alfo fatisfie your ſelves with one wife, for Caine did ſo, he kneiy | 
t his wife, wives he had not. | 
F- Yea; be builders up of your families by thrift and husbandry,for fo 
could Cane, not pullers of them downe by riot and unthrittineſſe: ſay to ! 
thy ſelfe, How ſhall chis firſt of all bad men rife up in judgement | 
againſt mee, if I cannot frame my ſelfe ar leaſt to be as good as. 
| hewas? A man ſhould even bluſh to thinke what1is the eldeſt ſonne | 
F | = the Divell more vertuous then I am, O how bad a man am i 
| | | TNEN. 
1h | | Secondly, we muſt make ſome good uſe of that was bad in Caye, | 
| | which is double. Firſt, to take great heed to our ſelves ta morti- | 
_ fie thoſe vices, and ſhun thoſe finnes whichwe finde related of him. 
| C&ne was avery Hypocrite, a man that contented himſelfe with the ! 
_—— outward acts of Gods Worſhip, but was not Sandtified, did not | 
1”! "frame his heart to pleaſe God and ſet himſclfe ro doe well. O take 
heed to your ſelves that you be not ſuch, but labour to preſent your 
| hearts to God, and in all his ſervices to offer your ſoules and bo- 
[* | dies to him, and not alone the cxternall ſervice, ſecke in and by the | 
duties of religion to be made new creatures. Joyne care of a good | 
life in your whole converſation with your outward devotion, then 


| you ſhall not be Hypocrites, but uprright. Beware of Hypocriſte, find | 
| 
| 
| 
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| 


our it ſelfe and its 111 effects, lament them, confeſſe them, pray a- j 
 gainſt them. Be afraid leaſt you ſhould prove Hypocrites, cry to 
God to keepe you from being ſuch, and to make you ſincere. An 

y Y | Hypocrite is apt to runne into all finne, nothing is accepted from 
| | him,he is apt to fall away into open profancneſlc, andto be quite caſt 
of by God for his ſins. 


8 [The fignesof | And you may ſee in Caine what be the fignes of an Hypocrite. 

d/ {== Bypoaite- 1, Envic atthoſe that be better then himſelfe, andeven hating them | 

| | becauſe they have berter eſteeme then himſclfe. 2. Not ftriving to | 

i reforme his ſinnes when hee is admoniſhed, nor confefle them to \ 

= | | God, and craving helpe againſt them, bur rather perſiſting, in them | 

1 | | and denyingthem, 3. Chating at admonitions. 4. Caſting of art laſt | ] 
) b 
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{ The firſt 1s ſentencing him for his fault, and laying open the! * - 

arcatnefle of it in faying, What hait thou done, thy Brothers blood .... 

rye 10 ;ee from the earth which hath drunk it is at thine hand. | him for : 

| Sccondiy, hee curſerh him from the earth, that is, in reſpc& of. .. eG, 

the carth which ſhall nor be halfe fo fruitfull ro him as before, nor | 

'yccld its increaſe as it had done, for he doth not'meane {1mply it thall | 

'yvecld no fruit, but nothin ſo much nor ſo caltly, = 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


| Laſtly, chou ſhalt be a tugttive, a runnagate, that is, a man full of +, ws £1 
unquietnefle and rerrovurs, that canſt have no reſt nor peace in thine © 
| neart, nor any content any where z yea, itf1gnifietha giving him over 
tO Caltolt all goodnelie, and Jeave himto himſclfe to forſake his Fa- 
;thers houſe, and fo aſclling him overto profaneneſſe and utter impe- 
| NIteNcy | | 
Thus we have done with Caizes life, and for his death the Scrip- Canes death | 
ture vouchfates not to mention it, nor how long he lived, but he t- not mentioned] 
| ved along timecyento fee the forines of Lamech, who was the fixt | 
| generation from him, and vaunted that if God would fo avenge Caine, | 
he would be avenged more, by which ſpeech it is very probable | 
that Ca/ze was then alive, | | 
| * So we have ſpoken all we have to ſpeake of Caine. Now Twill 
make ſome uſe of all. | 1 
; Firſt, from thatthat was good in Ca'ze, I pray you learne at leaſt +4. 1: v5 411 
to be as good as fo bad aman was, and therefore may ſure be artai- 
| ned by naturall indeavours. You ſee Caire did not give himſelte 
to runne idling about the world, but ſubmitted to. his Fathers go- 
| vernment, ſo farre as to give himſclfe ro Husbandry. O let no man 
 turne himſelte into acipher, nay into an excrement that lives in-the 
; world to no purpoſe, yea tobad purpoſe; for hee ſhall not but doe 
. | navghtily that will doe nothing, {ct your [elves therefore to have and | 
to follow ſome calling and employment. Live not like thoſe play- 
| full crearures, imperfe& pictures of men, but of-ſuch men the hitreſt | 
 emblemes, like apes and monkeys onely to skipup and downe and | 
to make ſport, bur live to beſtow your {clves in ſome proficable vo. ! 
cation for your owne and the common good. | 
It any ſay Caine was necefliated ro it, becauſe there were no other 
to till the ground for them he being Adams firſt-borne. 
' T anſwer, firſt, I defire you ſhould live fomewhar better then Carne 
and doe good out of choice, which perhaps he might doc ou: of 
| necedity, | 
Secondly, Ianſwer, thatchough you be nor neceſſitated toany cal. 
ling by want, yet wiſdome and a good conſcience binde you, for muſt 
| you not ſubmit to that of God, 7z the ſweate of thy . browes ſhalt thou 
 eate,and ro that of the Pſalmiſt, he ſhall eate the labour of his hands, and to. 
| that of Paul,which condemnes the inordinate walkers which wrought 
not atall, and is it not wiſdome to forbeare walking on a thorne' 
| hedge, which Salomes ſaith the idle man doth 2 and to prevent 
_ | many occaſions, as the having no calling, and being carelefle of - 
W1 
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all care of religion, 5. Murmuring againſt God for the greatnctle of | 
his puniſhment and ſo defpairing of his mercy as to run away from 
' him. O beware of all theſe f1gnes of prevailing Hypocritte, and do | 
2s Caine ſhould have don. Strive againſt guile, {ct againft envie, la- | 
' bourto profic by Gods admonitions in his Word, though hee come | 
/not now in pcrfon to admonith you. It you have {tinned confefle it to | | 
God, ſtoope to his Juſtice, confcſle him righteous it he deſtroy you. 
Ho!d faſt a perſwaſton ofthe poſſibility of having your tins pardoned 
how great ſoever, and a hope of finding pardon ar leait ig ſuch a 
degree as may make you runne penitently ro God and bpldly to | 
crave pardon. And moſt of all, take heed of growing utterly impe- 5 
nent out of deſpaire, and goe not about to burie your ſelves inthe 
world and fo tocafe the torments of your con{ciences, bur by hum- 
' ble falling downe before God, feeke for mercy: which will indeed 
'r: fr-ſh you. Profir your ſelves by the Jamentable and tragicall {tory | 
of Caine, And above all, take heed of letting envie proceed to thar | 
height as'o carrie you into actuall murder, bur refiſt and oppole ir, 
and ca{t. ir out of your hearts, that it may nor. bring yourobe {pillers 
of innocent blood, that is a crying finne, and you {ce whar torment 
| and harcneſle it is 2pt to bring upon the committer, chictely it the 
cauſe of hatred andenvie be goodnefle. 
| Againe, blefſc God heartily for preſerving you from envie, from | 
murder, from hypocrific, from mutrering, from defpaire, from open | 
profanenefſe, from meereand prevailing worldlineſſe. For wee have | 
'the ſamenature that Carre, the ſame corruprions,tull of pride, full of; 
; hypocriſie, full of ignorance -of God, and apt to be bold to any. 
 evill if wee may conceale it from men, Wee who have the fclfe- 
fame bad nature, if God have prelerved us from ſo mighty prevai- 
| ling and breaking forth of corruption, let us not litt up our lclves | 
\above others, but give the glory ro God, and be ſarisfhi-d withthe| | 
| comfort, not daring to take the praiſe unto our ſelves, each one of 
"us in his kinde would be as bad as Caize, if God hadin like man-| 
ner Icft us unto our corruptions and the temptations. O that wee! | 
could be humbly thankcfull for our pretcrvation from ſuch foule 
 finnes and crimes. | 
| Now let us remember. Caizes miſeries and croſſes, and let us 
 affright our ſolves from finnes by them. Thinke, would I have 
| God make mee afugitive and a runnagate, fill mine cares withthe| 
' voice of terrour, and make a dreadfull ſound poſſeſſe mine heart 
 alwaics, curſe the things I take in hand for my ſake, as hee did 
| the earth for Caizes ſake, dcliver mee up to grofle finnes, to 
' hardneſſe and utter prophanenefle, ro impenitencie and deſpaire, 
and a meere forſaking of God and Apoſtacie; then let mee not be 
an Hypocrite, let mee not mocke God with ſhewes, let mee not 
eight reproofes not caring to amend, Let me net hide my finnes 
and allow my ſelfe ro doe evill in ſecret, fearing mans eyes more | 


| then Gods. Let mee not mutter againſt his Juſtice, let n_— 
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Fury his Mc *xcy. | Let mee not runne into the fſinnes of Caine, 


| which by degrees procured ro him this miſchiete, Hy pocriſic 


brought forth rejeEing his ſervice, not profiting by that chaſtiſe- | 


 confefſing and lamenting that, but hiding i 1t, brought forth Gods 


| ment brought forth diſcontent and enyie againſt his Brother, not 
hearkening to reproote to reſiſt envie, brovght forth murder, nor 


| judgement to make him a fugitive, not ſtooping to that, but mur. | 


 fanenclle. . Beware of theſe finnes which you fee ſo fearctully pu- 


effects of them in Carne, Take orcat care thit finne make not ſuch 


| 
a progreſle in your fſoules, nll it uterly {cparate you from God, as 


it did Caire, Wee have more and clearer mcanes then Ci , 
beſides his cvill ro be our warning ; it wee proove as bad as he, | 
wee ſhall fare much worſe, becauſe of that aggravation of finne 


' which it will receive from this conſideration. Tremble to thinke 
| of yeelding to Hypocriſtc, enviec, murder, muttcring, deſpaire, 


'&c. flic from thoſe waics which brought Ca'/ze to ruine, Yealcarne 
thanketullneſlc to God, that hee hath not laid ſuch miſerics upon 
[you as upon Caize, w/2. a terrified conſcicnce and a Curſe upon 
your eſtates that can affoord you no comfort, and an heart poſſctled 
with deſperate fancies and impatient rifings againſt God. Theſe 
| be fearefull evills, wee alſo have deſerved them, but God hath nor 


 { inflifted them upon many of us. O let our hearts rejoyce in his 
 goodnefle that hath delivered us, andlet us make uſe of his patience 


to draw us to repentance, that wee doe not pull the fame upon our 


{elves hereafter. 
Laſtly, from Cares benefits, 1 pray you learne to ſee the bounty 


of God which gives great outward benefits tothe worſt men, there- | 


by afluring your ſelves that hee will provide well enough for you 


that are his owne people. Will he preſerve Caine from being, ſlaine | 


and not mee thar defire to feare him 2 Did he offer mercy to Caine 
if hee would doe well, will hee not accept mce that defire to doe 
well and to turne to him 2 Did hee give Care a City and chil- 
; dren, will hee not give to mee things needfull for mee and mine 2 
' Gods mercy to the worſt muſt make his people certaine, that no 
good thing ſhall be wanting to them. 

Againe, you muft learne not highly to cſteeme theſe _— 
things. Did not Caine even after his curſi ing and Caſting off 
flouriſh in worldly things, beget children, build a City, ſee hischil- 
drens children gallantly maintained in the world, growing in arts 
and riches? Surely there is no cauſe of being good in our owne 
eyes, becauſe wee have gotten that which a Came may, get, Wee 
' muſt nor be fo fooliſh as to flatter our ſelves in a conceit that God 
15 our God, becanſe wee meete with ſuch drofſie benefits and 
\meanc favours as a very reprobate, and a fugitive may have in 


abundance. Indeed if God give theſe things with an heart to 
4 make 
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| muring, brought forth defpaire, and thar utter Apoſtacic and pro- | 


| niſhed, and affright your ſelves trom theſe faulrs by the milcrable | 


| 
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Ge N. (ame. Cunard. 27 | 
{ make uſe of them, to doe goed to others, to be thankefull ro God, 
to be mooved to repentance, and to grow better, and be drawne 
neerer to God, and more carefull of obcying and worſhipping him, 
chis is a figne of his ſpeciall favour, otherwiſe to have ſuch things I» 
as theſe and (till continue in impenitencic and to grow worſe by 
| them rather then better, is a proofe that aman is fatted to 


| deſtrution , rather then God the piver of theſe 
| things doth favour him. | 
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THE THIRD 
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Have done with Ca/ze the elder Brother, I 
' come to cAvel the younger Brother, and as 
it is likely the next after him. His name fig- | 4c what it 
nifieth vanity, which isall one with unprofi- | "swberv. 
WMA tableneſſe, or inabiliry to make happy. It is 
fy the ſame that Salomers long experience made! 
him to impoſe on all carthly things, which he | | 
calls vanity of Vanities, as well he might, be- 
| cauſe in ſccking to finde felicity in them,hee q 
; was utterly diſappointed and after a long inquifition met with nothing, 
but vexation of ſpirit. Bythis time like enough Eve had learned the 
vanity of all carthly things , and by name of a ſfonne which before 
ſhee called a poſſeſhon, but now calls vanity, for that children alſo 
be but a poſſcſſion of vanity as well as other things. | 

Of Abel let us conſider his birtb,life and death. al 
| His Birth is plainely ſer downe by the authors of it, Eve and | His Birth, | 
Adam, for ſhee conceived azaine and bare a ſonne and called his name, 
e&c. but the time of ir as alſo of the elder Brothers is uncertaine. We | 
know not how long they lived without children, whether ſhee be- 
gan ro be fruitfull inſtantly upon the fall, or that God held them a 
ittle under barrenneſfſe, to makethem beger a child by their prayers 
| to God for that bleſſing, as well as by the faculty of-generarion | 
F planted in nature, I cannot affirme: but ſuch a ſonne ſhee had. Con-/ 
| | D 3 = OS 
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|| moſt ravenous and devouring creature, thorough the rapine and ava- 


CTC OE A moat on 


ct e—_ -— — -  - 


-—O— -- OD”, Wo Om_ i wy — —OW—_———_——_— 


—_— — _—_ 


| cernin? whoſe life obſerve wee, 1. His virtues and good deeds, 
2. Hisfaults. 3. His benefits and affiictions, 


His good deeds are here ſet downe, he was painefull in the cal- | 


ling of a Shepheard, for ſo it is ſaid, Hee was: feeding a flecke-, 
' meaning not alone that hee had uncertaken this vocation, brit thar 


| he did alſo painefully diſcharge it. The Shepherds calling is now 
| a necefſary calling as well asthe Husbandmans, though nor cqually | 
' neceſſary ; bur wee finde in experience, that it is a calling ſubordi- | 
| nare to Husbandric, tor that the profitable {heepe 15 not alone be- 
| ncficiall for her ficſh and skinne, but allo tor her foylc, and that in 
| ſuch deerce profitable, as in many places they could {carce have 

any corne growing by their art and paines in Husbancry , if the 
 ſheepes dung djd nor tat the ground. And this is Tconceive one of 
| the beſt uſes of the ſheep when ſhe becomes attendant tothe place, O 
that this ſimple and harmeleſle creature might not be changed into a 


—_ — — 


'rice of thoſe men which thinke all too little tor themſclves, and 
| had rathcr dwell alone or amongſt beaſts then amonrgit anumber of 
| Tenants, and as the members of a Towne-ſhip or a Chutch, Now | 
"the world is turned quite uyſide downe, 1n this time Carze killed 
| Abel, ſpake to him, and having him tn the field roſe up againſt | 
' him and flew him;butnow Abel killeth Caime,ſpeaksto him roughly or 
 fairely, I cannot tell, but drives him quite out of the places where 
| he did once inhabit. I meane the Shepheard doth cate out the Hus- 
' bandman. Bur you ſee that as well Abel as. Caize was. painetull 
in his calling, and was brought up in ſome exrernall and worldly | 
' buſineſſe, wherein he might {crve God, advantage the world, and 
 exerciſc and profit himſelfe. 
| Surely truepicty and godlinclſic will very well accord with dili- | 
gence in acalling, and ir is but mens miſtake 1tthey rhinke that their 
| VOCations hinder them from the truc Worthipping of God ; Abel ; 
as well as Caine had his trade of lite. The miſerable corruption of | 
Our nature will turne all things into occaſtons of hurt and milchiete, 
and make them meanes of interrupting us in good wates, but clſe a 
calling duely followed by exercifing the graces of Gods Spirit, 
and humbling and taming the fleſh, and well imploying the rhoughts, 
and preventing many temptations and opportunities of ſinning, doth 
orcatly further our growth in picty, and is ftarre from being any juſt 
hinderance unto it: we muſt therctore marke this in <Avel as well 
as Caine, and be carctullto imitate it. | 
All you that have children to ccucate, bring them up to ſome 
calling. Let them be as members not excrements in the body of 
humane ſocicties. All you that are already come to ſuch a ſtate as 
you can diſcerne betweene good and evill, apply your ſelves to 
ſome calling, ſome worke of body or minde, ſome conſtant and ſer- 
led imployment in ſome lawfull aRions, tending to the common 
' good and your own,that you may be ſure as 5. Pau! ſaith;to labour ifnot 
with 
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did bring to God one of the beſt and fatteſt of his Rammes,- or ' 


was to be offered on Gods Altar. Ir is not obſerved of. Ca:xe, that: 


faithfui! Hiſtoriin, and have given Carne his due by telling the qua- ! 


| be ar as little coſt [with him as is poſſible. A man thar is upright 
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with your hands, yet wich your heads thething thatis good, thar yaw 


him that followes the idle. Let good Ave! reach you faithtull- 
neſſe in your ca!ling. Caſt away fluggiſhaeſſe and unthritrineſle, 
wearing out your bodies in vanitics and worſe then vanitics, and {ct 
your {clv:s to fome {uch worke as may make you able, to anſwer® 


the queſtion of God and your Maſter when hee ſhall call you to 


account for the laying out oi ſo pretious a thing as time. 


But ſecondly, hee was religious and devour, hee brought of the | = Vs «541 + 


fruit of his flocks, yea of the firſtlings and of the far thereof. He | 


Ewes, for Weathers were not for Sacrifice, and no maimed thing, 


hee brought of the firſt fruites and beſt of his corne or other graine: 
It is likely that the Holy Ghoſt would have done this office of a | 


; 


lity as wc;l as the matter of his offering, if i* had beene as well | 
qualif-d inthis re{ pect as his ' Brothers. Wherefore when he com- | 
mends « Abels offcrirg, becauſe it was of the choice and farteſt of | 
his flock, it way be well thought in forbearing to ſay any thing in | 
like commendation of Caizes, that hee tooke no oreat carc, whether | 
it were of the beſt or not, and therefore wee may well conceive | 
that one cauſe of Gods rejecting Caizes Sactifice was, becauſe hee 
did not bring of the beſt of his fruites, as one cauſe of his accep- 
ting ©Mbels was becauſe hee did bring of the choiceſt of his flock, | 
not that God Jookerth to thefe outward things, but to the minde ot | 
the docr, which for the moſt part (if neceſſity hinder not) doth 

ſhew it ſclfe in the valew and worth of the gift. He that loves 


God will bring him as full a Sacrifice as hee can, hee that loves 
him not will give him as leare a Sacrifice as it may ſtand with his 


credit to give. A man whoſe heart is not upright with God wall 


with him will inlarge his bounty towards him, you ſhall ſee in 
Mal.1.13. that God retufeth the Sacrifices, becauſe they were halt 


and blinde, the worſt and refuge of all, and he curſeth the decaver _ | 
| D 4 : hath 
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hath in his flock a male, and voweth and ſacrificeth to the Lord a cop-| 


rupt thing, and verſe 8. he ſaith, Offer it now to thy governour will hee | 


' be pleaſed with thee and accept thy perſon ſaith the Lord? The Lord | 
' knowes that niggardlinefſe rowards him ſhewes want of love and 
' faith, but freencife and bounty ſhewes truth of loveiand of faith, | 


| 


| taith, 


| 


| 


' Sacrifice acceptable. 


| 


| 


z.He offered in| zhew Carpe by faith, Hee offered in faith, and thatcauſed him to bring 


good Abel had was the ſame that after is commended in Henoch, 


ligently ſeeke him, it- was ſuch as that which the Apoſtle there 


and becauſe he looketh to the heart, therefore hee liketh that gift | 
which comes from a loving and faithfull heart, and hates that which 
comes from a contrary heart. 

Learne thereinto imitate CM bel, bring to God the beſt things you | 
have, he muſt have rhe far, the fat I ſay of your heards or flocks. The 
chicfeſt of your affections mult be his,. and your affections muſt | 
ſhew themſelves in ation, You muſt be willing to ſerve him with a 
coſtly ſervice, and be ever.of Davids mind thar ſaid, I will not ſerve 
God without charge. 

Now theſe two things you have in the Text of «Abel, two other 
things you have in another place, Heb.11. He offered a better Sacrifice 


a better, that is, I ſuppoſe he meanes there, a more coſtly Sacrifice 
of better worth and valew, of more price and coſt, not the coſt but 
the faith that made him willing to be at the coſt, and the coſt alone 
as it was a fruit and figne ofthe faith did content God, and madethe 


Let us learne therefore to doe all wee doe in faith. The faith that 


ee was perſwaded that God was and was a rewarder of them that di- 


deſcribeth, it was the evidence of things not ſeene and the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for. Tr was ſuch an apprehenfion of Gods being 
and goodneſſe to true Converts, and ſuch a perſwafion of his will 
to give him the future invifible things hoped for, as made Abel 
ſerve God in the courſe of his life in righteouſneſſe, and not alone 
for atime to come to the Altar and offer Sacrifice. 

Sacrificing was a profeſſion of their owne guiltinefſe, ſubmitting 
themſclvesto the Juſtice of God, as men worthy to die and be burnt, 
as that beaſt or other thing to be burnt, but withall of their hopethatr 
God would pardon them tor his goodneſſe ſake through that true 
Sacrifice which was to come. And hee that offered Sacrifice wirh- 

 oltthis faith of Gods accepting him for his mercy ſake, and with- 
out acknowledgement of his worthineſſe to periſh, did not pleaſe 
' God, and all our Sacrifices muſt be done in fairh, now more-di- 


ſtint, becauſe we have a fuller revelation, wee muſt doe all wee 


doe in faith, not alone a perſwaſion of the lawfullneſſe of what we 


doe, but alſo an indeayour to truſt particularly for our acceptation 


| both of perſons and Sacrifices in Chriſt, not in the worthineſfle of 
our ſelves or of our workes. He that hath this faith, he and his {er- 


} 
i 


| 


| vices ſhall pleaſe God, hee that hath it not cannot pleaſe God what- | 


| ſocyer he doth. Let mee therefore commend unto you the care of 
ſearching 


ts. | 
” 
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ſearching into your hearts, whether you have this faith or no, viz. 
that you belceve your ſelves in your {clves to be miſerable ſinners, bur 
confeſſe that Chriſt Jeſus is a perte& Saviour, and therefore even 
ruſt upon Gods mercie in him for grace and ſalvation. 
Bur the Scripture ſaith, that _4be! was righteous, and ſaith, that 
he obtained witnefle that hee was righteous. Where hath hee that. 
witneſſe « Partly in that God teſtified of his gifts by accepting 
them (for he accepts nothing butthart which comes trom a righteous 
man, he hearcth no finners,) or more fully from the mouth of our 
| bleſſed Saviour, who calleth him righteous CAvel. Note therefore 
that Abel was a righteous man. The Scriptures give infinite com- 
fort and commendationto the righteous man, 
Now there is arightcouſneſſe of the Law and of the. Goſpell, A 
righteous man by the Law we ſhall finde none in all the world, for 
S. Pay! tellerhus, that by the workes of the Law no fleſh ſhall be juſti. 
fied before God, and that there rs none righteous, no not one, and 1b 
| ſaith of himſclfe in this ſence, that ?f hee went to juſtifie bimſelfe, his 
( owne cloathes would defile him. This righteouſneſle ſtandeth inan cxat 
; conformity to the Law of God in that a man hath not committed, 
[neither is prone and inclined to commit any of the things which 
| the Law doth forbid, nor hath not omitted nor is not prone to omit 
any of the things which the Law doth command, bur is utterly free 
from all finne of omiſſion and commiſhon, and hath perfealy ful- 
| filled the Law inall points and degrees. Such a gr ſince 
Adams fall was never found, but in our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Therforethe Apoſtle ſaith, 1f righteouſneſſe were by the Law Chrift were 
dead in waine, he meaneth,that it God appointed us now to cometo 
Heaven for Chriſts ſake, upon condition of our perfe@ fulfilling the 
Law, it would beto no purpoſe, for we ſhould not be ſaved by hs 
death; and after he ſaith, that the Law concludeth all under ſinne, that 
| the promiſe through the faith of Teſus Chriſt may be given to them that | 
| belecrve ; and before he had ſaid, If there had beene a Law civen which 
could have given life, richteouſneſſe had beene by the Law, ſo that | 
there was not a Law given that could give life, and therefore the | 
| Pſalmiſt confeſſeth, that in Gods ſight there is no fleſh righteows, and 
'S. Paul durſt not Rand to this righteouſneſſe which was his owne | 
| by the Law. This Legall rightcouſneſſe it would juſtifie if we | 
| had it, but wee have it not, for wee loſt it in our firſt Parents, in | 
whom all ſinned and all died, all were made finfull and mortall | 
| creatures, and aſinfull morrall creature cannot poſſibly performe ſuch 
(a Law, as was given to a finneleſſe and immorrtall creature. There- 
fore wee muſt finde out another righteouſneſſe by which ſome men 
may be called rightcous, and by which Abel was righteous, ſee- 
ing that by this rightcouſneſſe the Scripture teſtificth, that neither 


| 


Gen. | cAbel. Cnar, 
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hee nor any other can be made righteous. This is the righteoul- | 
nefle of faith, the righteouſneſſe of the Goſpell, the rightcouſneſle | 
* God, the righteouſneſſe which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
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even the rightcouſneſfe of God without the Law, and the righ- | 
| tcouſneſſe which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
| Adoublerizh- Now there is a double rightcouſneſlc taught in the Goſpel]. The 
«0970 2/5 one is made ours by imputation and is not ours by inherenciez wee 
i loputed, | never performed it our ſelves, but another performed it for us and 
' we have it imputed to us: It is by S. Par deſcribed thus. A righ- 
 teouſnefle without workes imputed/to the happy man, not ſimply | 

; without workes, for that is impoſſible, becauſe the Law cannot be 

| fulfilled but by working according to its direction, and unlefle the 

| | law be tulfilled there 1s no pertect righteouſnefſe, bur a righteouſ- 
| nefle without any workes of ours, and therefore without the Law too, ' 
BE. for the Law accepteth of no righteouſneſſe but that which is wrought 


1 
{ 
| 
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Rom. 4.3, by our ſelves, as it is ſaid of Abraham, that hee wrought not but did 

| truſt in him that juſtifies the ungedly. Abraham wrought diligently | 

| and plentifully, how then can it be ſaid that he wrought not 2 hee | 

' meancth that he did not worke that by his owne workes hee might | 

| | artaine this righteouſneſſe, By this righteouſneſle alone we arc juſti- | 

| fied. Iris the perteR and exatrighteouſncſle of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 
accepted tor us and put ro our reckoning. For he was our ſurcty, he | 
"Y 'tooke our nature, hee bare our finnes, hee fulfilled our duty and | 
p | ; bare our puniſhment, and ſo ſatisfied Gods juſtice in our roome, 
vl | |and is become The Lord our righteouſpeſſe. This is the one righte- 

| 


| ouſneſſe commended to us by the Goſpell. To this and this alone | 
| we muſt cleave for the obtaining of remiſſion of ſinnes and life eter- | 
; | 'nall t the hands of God. By merit of this are we pronounced juſt 
| | by God ar his heavenly Tribunall, and in the judgement of our | 
A , owne conſcience* and hereafter ſhall be ſo pronounced openlyat the | 


34 | laſt day, to this S. Pawl cleaved. This the Goſpell taught, for therein | 

F4 | is declared the righteouſneſſe of God from faith to faith. | 

{ 2-Inherent. | Butthe Goſpell telleth of another righteouſneffe that is a compa- | 

= b- nion of this, alwaicsat the ſame time and by the ſame meanesgiven | 
F that this is given, anditis a quality inherent in us and wrought in us 

| | by the Spirit of God, and floweth immediately from our faith, The | 
4 | - - ' Apoſtle S. Paw! doth deſcribe it plainely, ſaying, that Wee ne 

count otr ſelves dead unto ſinne but alive unto God, and then ſaith, Wee | 

| muſt uot yeeld ony members as weapons of unrighteonſneſſe unto ſinne, but 
Vette 12 4s weapons of righteouſne(ſe to God, and ſaith, Wee ate become ſervants 


et © | Rom.6,1 t. 
| 


] bl | Verk 19, to rightwuſneſſe, and that wee muſt yeeld our members ſervants untorigh. | 
\ þ | teowſne (ſe, and againe, muſt ratgxe by righteenſneſſe unto life eternall. | | 
3 | Ham os It is not the cauſe of our life but the way toit. It 1s _—_— — | 

[nandi. in us, by which weare madeable to firive and indeavour, and defire | 


Bernard. | ro keepe the Law, Aman tifthe be juſtified by faith and reconciled | 
| $0 God, is eſtranged from the Lord and fromthe life of God and is | | 
{ an enemy in his minde, and is dead in finnes, and loves finne and | 
' will nor leave it, and our of a ſtiffe and ſtrong bene of will to ſinne 

| cannot but ſerve ſinne, and will and reſolve to continue ferving itin 


' one kindeor other. | | 
Now * 
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Now thisisalſo a righteouſnetle of the Goſpell,and it differs from 
that of the Law in two things, 1. In regard of the deerce, it 1s 


—— —_ 
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in:;perte and detcRive, failing inmany things, bur it is upright and. 


t 


(ncerc, allowes not its failings, bur with an upright defire 1iriverh 


leo pertection, and is ſtill Iabouring againſtits 1mperteCtions. 
| 


| 2. It dift-rs from the rightcoulnefle of the Law in uſe; for the 


| Law doth require this rightcouſneflſe as an accompliſhment of the 
| Covenant of workes, to juſtific us before God by the merit and 
worth of it; but the Goſpell requireth this as an at&t of obedience 
alone to ſhew our thankfullneſle, and to proove us truly juſtified be- 
fore God, becauſe as it is faid, There is not a Law given which cenld 
zive life, (ecing that all have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of. Gud, 
| and whoſocver goes abour to put this righteouſncfle into the ute 
| of juſtifying him before God, I meane of attaining etcrnall life and 
remiſſion of finnes from God by verrtue and worth of it, rthar man 


| oulne fe and the inherent both for that purpoſe. It he truſt ro Cirifts 
|rruſt to Chriſts, ſceing S. Paul oppoſcth them as things contrary, 
ſaying, not having mine owne but Chriſts, which were weakelv ipo- 
| ken, if a man could have both ro the uſeof juſtifying: yea he ſath, 
' He that will be juſtificd by the Law ts fallen from grace, and Chriſt is 
' become of none effects unto him; and by the Law he feckes to be juſtified 
that ſceketh to be juſtified before God by doing this and by his owne 
working. 

Now of a man that is thus righteous, there are three ſure,plaine 
and cvident fignes. 1. Hee defireth ro know and doe all thar 
God revealeth to him out of his Word. 7 have hifred up mine / ands 
unto thy teſtimonies which 1 have loved, and 0 that my heart were» 
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| bewailerh betore God his failings and crrours, that breake forth in 


| him quite contrary to his purpoſe and defire. Againſt thee have T | 
fian'd, and He that confeſſeth his ſinnes,&c. And if you twrne to mee I 
will turne to you, for 1f wee ſay we bave no ſinne wee deceive our ſelves, | 


| 
| 
Bnt if wee confeſſe our ſinnes hee is faithfull, c. 2. He reſteth wholy 


ceptation of his indeavours: So faith Tohn, If any man ſinne, wee have 
an Advocate with God Ieſus Chrift the righteous, and hee is the Propt- 


ly. S.Paul would havethe righteouſneſle which is by the faith of Je- 


was, elſe you ſhall never be ſaved. For even Balaaw ſaw, thatonly 

the righteous ſhould be ſaved, and therefore he wiſheth, Let mee die 

the death of the righteous aud let my laſt endbelike hi. : 

| Now we have the good of Abel, we thould ſpeake of his evill, 

| but wee have none to ſpeake of. For the Holy Ghoſt hath not told 
| u 


Abel. - Gina = 


' cannot but be damned, becauſe he cannot have the 1mpured righte.. 


rightcouſncfſe he cannot truſt to his owne, it to his owne he cannot. 


dire (ed to keepe thy righteous jndgements, then ſhall I not be confounded 
when I have veſpect to all thy Commandements, 2, Hee contefſerh gnd | 


upon the mercy of God in Chriſt tor pardon of his failings and ac- | 


tration for ſinne, and Abraham beleeved in God that juſtifieth the ungod- 


ſus Chriſt, I beiecch you lookethat you be fo righteous men as Abet | 


| 
| 
g 
| 
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Rom, 3. 23» 
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Of 2 12h ous | 

man. 
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36 GaN, The Example of 
us of any evill that hee committed, not becauſe he had none, but 
becaulc his life was ſo ſhort, and withall fo good, that the Lord 
ſaw. it not fir ro make mention of any, and ſurely though the SCrip-. 
ture doe report the faults of other godly men, yet it ſecmes here to 
ſer forth Carne and Abel as the two fecds,:the one of the Woman. 
the other of the Serpent, and therefore of the good ſeed mentions 
no faults, becauſe in him God ſaw none, that is, would not imputc 
any. | 
' Now letus conſider thethings that betcll him, x, Good, 2. Bad. 
His propa The good aretwo, firſt God had reſpect unto his oifts. Secondly, 
41.2... God gave witneſſe and teſtimony of his gitts. : 
lpectunotns| He hadretpect unto them for the preſent, he gave teſtimony to them 
_ | both ar that time and alſo after by the pen of Xfofes and by the tongue 
, ' of our Lord Jeſus,calling him righteous «Abel, 
2.G1e wines) We cannot afirme any thing concerning the meancs by which 
ind ritin02y the Lord did expreſle the liking of 4% and his Sacrifice, bur 
2 » | that it was by ſome ſenſible and evident figne diſcoverable by Carpe 
| 'as well as by himſclfe, Canes doggednefle ſtirred up by it doth 
\clearely evince. The Lord hath reſpect unto his true hearted fer- | 
 vants, that worſhip him in truth and in faith, and aretrucly righteous, 


| he hath reſpect unto themand to their Services ; he likes their perſons, 


-—— — —_— OY _ 
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—— 
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'2 
- 'pro.15.3, loves their workes. The prayer of the upright is his delight, ſaith Salo. | 
1d ' | plalin.7s 91208, The righteous Lord loveth richteouſneſſe. God doth to his faith- | 


= full children ſooner or later evidently diſcover his approbation and | 
"44 | | | liking of them and their workes, as David prayeth, C_Accepe they | 
es 4 dh words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart, yea he doth make | 
knowne this his favourable acceptation,, by which as it is in the | 
Pſalme, he accepts their burnt Sacrifices, that is, all their holy ſer- 
vices, he makes it knowne by the comfortable teſtimony of the Ho- | 
ct, Iy Ghoſt, as Paw ſaith, This is my glorying, the teſtimony of my cen- | 
ſcience that in ſimplicity, rc, When Gods people walke in Gods | 
waies, he cautcrh his Spirit ro witneſſe with their ſpirits, and their | 
ſpirits to witnefle to them, that themſclves and their waics pleaſe | 
God, by which their ſpirits are refreſhed and comforted againſt all 
the taunts and opprobries of ſinners and ſcoffers. And this 1s a ſut-, 
ficient recompence to all our labours and for all our ſufferings that | 
God acceptcth us. It hee accept us, what need wee care though 
the world deride and {corne and hate us. O let thoſe that have ; 
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if | ſcene God thus vouchſafing to reſpet them, comfort themſelves 
if | in that, yea I ſhall not need to give them ſuch advice, this appre- 
2F * . T7 . . pu | 
3 | ' henſion of Gods gratious accepting us is athing ſo ſweeteand delight- 


full, that the people of God which have enjoyed it, will preferre | 
it before the approbation of all men. For whom he thus reſpeQteth, | 
DB them will hee likewiſe approve in the face of all the world, and | 
therefore beare teſtimonie to their workes, even at the laſt day ; yea 

'the light to which he that doth well delighteth to come, that will , 


' make it knownethat his workes be wrought of God, 1ohn 3.11. = | 
| Gods / 


_\ —_— 
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(JE N. cA bel-: C Ha P.4. 
' Gods Spirit within, if Gods Word without doe teſtifie of your | 
\deeds , that they bee wrought in God , how cafie a thing is| 
-it to fleight and deſpiſe the falſe and fooliſh cenſures of whe 4 
'world 7 Op 
| But now come we to the cvills that he ſuffered;for Gods people | 4His advert. | 
' muſt ſuffer evill for well-doing, his Brother hated him, laicdatraine xyereehs 
for him, flew him. <Abet was the firſt Martyr, the firſt man that | his Brother. 
died for goodneſle; hee was Gods firſt Witneſſe, as Steves was 
' Chriſts. Thoſe that will live godly in Chrift muſt ſuffer perſecution, | » Timez. 12. 
and of whom,even of the deareſt friends they have in the fleſh, 
and how farre evento the lying in wane for their lives and taking 
| the ſame away. The Lord would hayethe firſt bloud that was ſpilt, | 
\{pilr in his quarrell, in his holy quarrell, in ſtanding for righteouſ= | © |} 
'neſſe ſake, that we which follow after might learne to ſtick cloſe ; © 
to this cauſe, and not to feare to lay downe our lives for it. S. lohn 
tells us, no wonder if the world hate us. The world is the number | 
of unſanified menin the world, theſe will hate ſuch as Abel the | 
' righteous, yea if Father be unrightcous and Sonne righteous, Bro-. | 
ther righteous and Brother unrighteous, Husband righteous and Wite| 
' unrighteous, the Father, Brother, Wife, will hate and malignethe | 
 childe, the Brother and the Husband. God hath put enmity be-: | 
' twixt the ſeed of the Woman and of the Serpent; good and bad 
are of two contrary natures, what the one loveth the other hateth, | 


'and contrarily, this contrariety in diſpoſition will breed contrariery | 


| in affeRtion, Hee that is a Care, a formall Hypocrite and ſatisfierh 
 himſelfe with « bare outſide ſervice, will hate him-that worſhip- 
' perth in ſpirit and intruth, They that are after the fleſh will perſecute—> Ga1.4,ug, 
' them that arc after the ſpirit, and all that will live godly mult ſuffer | 
for it. Prepare your ſelves to mecte with the ſame meaſure that 
'CAbel met withall ; you had necd of patience faith our Saviour. Be| 
not diſcouraged at the hatred and ill uſage of wicked men, but have 
reſpe& to the recompence of reward, looke to the end of your | 
faith, ſet the joy before your eyes and feare not any of theſe things 
that you may ſuffer. An over-tender ſpirit is not fit to be Chriſts' 
 Souldier, it you will raigne with him you muſt be crucified with 
him. Arme, arme my Brethren, arme, you arc in the batrell, you 
, mult expect knocks, but be not diſmaied, the vidory ſhall be yours. 
; God will fo ſtabliſh you that you ſhall not be driven out of the | 
; way of righteouſneſſe, by any thing that Satan can do by the world: 
' and hee conquers that keepes cloſe to the waies of righteouſneſſe | 
; what ever he ſuffer. 
; Wee have done with CAvels life, wee bring him to his death, at His death. 
' what age we cannot ſhew you, but in what nranner and by whoſe 
| hand we can tell you. Here is 4 tragicall narration, the murderer | 
'2 bad man and a Brother, the murdered a good man anda Brother, - 
| and the quarrell goodnefſe, and the manner ſodaine and uncxpe- 
ed and violent. Fleſh and bloud perhaps would finde fault _ 7 
+ , 
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faith, get repentance,get new-obedience, get your finnes pardoned, | 
and your ſelves ſanified, that if death come ſodainely, yet it may | 
.not be ſodaine to you, becauſe you have made your ſclves ready for | 
it, if we be thus fitted for death happic are wethough it come with- : | 
_ out giving warning, bur if we have not fo fitted our ” ſelves, We ſhall ' 
be moſt miſcrable! though our dcath be Jong and lingring, andcome | 


not with any violence. 


cut usoff in the midſt of our daies, as they would do if God did permit 
us to fall into their hands. No good manthar liveth but ſome Carne 
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God, why y did not God pro Alel when the a had ſo few 
| Inhabitants 2 was it not pittic that one ſhould be taken our of it. 
fo untimely and in ſuch amanner? and much more was It not. 
| pittic that the more godly and rhe more uſefull ſhould be fo ſoone | 
| bereft of lite 2 Iris athing rhar a ſhallow wit 1s rcady to impleade | 
| God for. Bur God is ſuch arulcr that will order things according 
' to his owne perfc & wiſcdome. It ſhall be worſe in ourward reſpects 
withthe good then with the bad, the ftrner ſhall out.live the Saint, | 
and flourith in the world when the other is rotting in the grave, and | 


| why ſo? that God may teach them hereby to looke for happineſle | 
' in another world that is to came, that they may expect a better and 
 induring ſubſtance in Heaven. 1f in this life onely wee had hope, wee 
| were of all men the moſt miferable:but,l'c are dead with Chriſt and our 
life is hid with Goa in Chriſt. When Chriſt ſhall appeare they ſhall wee 
| alſo appeare with himin glory, We muſt not theretore be offended at 
the miſerics which betfall the godly i in this life, but cauſe our mindes | 


to look beyond the world unto the furure recompence. God were not | 


juſt rowards his pcople, if there were not another world where they. 


ſhall have their portion,as the worldly minded have their portion in. 


this life. | 
Now concerning ©Abe!s death, conſider w© that it was violent: ad 


| ſuddaine, whereby we muſt be taught to walke alwaies ready for 


death, andto looke for it in every place by ſ1ch violent meanes asour | 
ſelves cannot foreſee in particular. Who knowes whenor where he | | 


| ſhall die, how ſoone, and by what mcanes he mult leavethis world | 


| afore he be aware{Labourtherfore to prepare for death every day,get | 


Yea we mult learne to be thankefull ro God for his goodneſle in 


protecting us againſt the rage of evill men, that they be not able to 


or other would ſoone diſpatch them out of the world, and doe the | 
ſame thing for them that Carne here did for Abel, for the ſinner hateth | | 


the righteous and gnaſheth againſt him with his teeth, butthe Lord will 


not give him into his hands. Iris a divine providence that maketh the | 
zodly dwell in ſafety in the midſt of their enemies, and walke in a 
fiery turnace and yet not be burned, and lie in the den of Lions 


and yet not betouched by them. Now therefore let Abels example 


pur you in minde ro beready alwaies for death, and to obſerve the ! 
goodneſle of God in ſaving you from the hands of. ſinfull men and | 


fpiries, that they cannot deſtroy and devoure as their malice and 


might | 
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| might would cauſe them to doe, if God did not incompaſſe you 
| with his favour as with a ſhield, | 

| We have done with Abel,the next ro be ſpoken of are Carnes poſte- 
rity, of whom little is ſpoken, becauſe the Lord intended a very ſhort 
'Rory, Caine berat a Sonne and called his name Henoch, at the ſame time 
' he was building a City and called it Henoch, The word ſngnificth to 
initiate, dedicate or teach, perhaps becauſe hee left the City 
to his Sonne to finiſh and to dedicate, himſclfe not being able to 
doe it, becauſe of his diſtempered conſcience which made him wan- 
der as a fugitive. 

| This Sonne begat a Sonne alſo and called him Irad, the word 
fignifieth (1 thinke) a City of one that rulech, of the Hebrew words 
| Gzir thar ſignifieth a City, and Rad that fignifieth to beare rule, be-} 


—_———— 


cauſe belike he had finiſhed that City, and hoped to leave it to his 
Sonne to rule in it, | 

And this 1rad begat a Sonne and called him <Azehuiae! which fig- | 
'nifieth one that is deſtroyed or blotted out by the Lord God,perhaps | 
| becauſe God had laid ſore puniſhments upon them at that time,their | 
fin increafiag againſt him, | 
| This Mebwacl begat Methuſacl,which ſignificth, one that asketh 

after, or requeſted his death : it may be,becauſe then men 
| were ſo afflited that they grew 
weary of life. 
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Canes poſterity. 2, Good. The firſt ſtocke,' 
Abel, the ſecond Caine and his poſterity. | 
Now the linage of Caize is ſet downe in the 
fixth oeneration, mentioning onely the cldeſt 
in adire line. Adam had Caine, Caine Irad, 
he Methuiacl, he Methuſael, he Lamech, Lamech 
had two wives, one Adah, the other Zillah, 


| Adah had Jabal Ld Inbal, Zillah had Tubal Cain, and a daughter 
called NVaamah, ſhee is the firſt woman named after Eval, perhaps, 
becauſe ſhee was a woman of great power and name in her time,for 


her name fignifieth faire, or ſweete, or pleaſant, or beautifull, and 
' It ſcemes rh thoſe times beauty began to be much ſet by. Now 


for Lamech we mult obſerve his faults, I mcane of his behaviour,and 
the benefits he enjoyed and the miſery thar befell him. | 
His faults are, 1. He corrupted the ordinance of marriage by taking 


two wives; God at firſt made but one man and one woman and joy- His Polyga- 


ned them rogether, and Adam ſaid, they ſhall be one fleſh, fignify- 
ing that hoe conceived it to be the will of God, that one woman 


|  ſhou! 
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d ſerve for one man, and addes, A man ſhall forſake Father and 
£3 Mother 


H E roote of Woman-kinde were Adam and | 
Eve. The branches wete, 1. Bad, Catzeand' 


Naamab why 
lo called, thc 


heiſt woman 


named after | 
| Eve,and why?) 


Y 
Lamechbs taulcs 


my,the firft be- 
21nner of it. 
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AMother and cleave tohis w ife, nt MX Wivcs, But this man would not 
 (arisfic himſcltc with Gods appointment, his luſt (mall likclthood 
it was his luſt,tor what other cauſe ſhould move him 1 cannot con- 
jecture) would not be contained within the Þ OunGs of lawtull mat- 
monie. He dares adde a ſecond wite and fo bting into the wo:!ld a 


' painted whoredome, a guiided aduitery, a pretended marriage, bu 
indeed a very breach ot wediock. For our Saviour Qhriſt clethus, 


that he which putteth away bis wife and marricts another commits anut- 
cry, and if thit be true as we muſt conftetto, for his auttiority {ſake 


| that ſpake it, then without all queſtion hee that _ th is forme 
| wile (till and will neec iStal e anoraer to her, is emlry roo. 07 commir- 

ting adulrery; The reafon is clcarce and cannot be Wer ed. For it it 

| were not ad fultery to have more woinen then one at one time, then 


the taking of another wite upo!t acauſclc fle divorce ſhould nor de- 
| [erve th: lt 20" POE title, 2 Ind Tl 'C be { iO, PO! 19amy 111127 n-oos el th : 


 falne titleto it ſelfe. This wos theretorc a ori iCVOL 15 aud ociouſnetic mn. 
this wicked man, that hee would leape over the potc S a5 1t were | 
' which God had fixed, The thing was nouohe, and ! his > GOING 1 it firſt | 


before others made it worſe in him, and made him guilty of thei 

 faulrs that after followed it upon his example. For indeed it was 
quickly takenup and practiſed inthe world, infomuch that it conti- 

' nued to the time of Abraham, and was practiſed alſo by him as a 
thingnot reputed {infull. For when finnc hath gotten yeeres and cx- 
 amples upon its backe it doth many times ceaſe ro becounted what 
'Itis, and goes under the repute of alawtull n__ though it be 1n ic 
Helfe even ſomewhat evidently unlawtull ; becauſe partly the minde | 
of man corrupted by the pleafing or profir ail efieHts of it, is wil- 
ling not to thinke it finne, and the judge: cnt IS eaſily ſweycd by the | 
will, and partly becauſe the example of men doth work too much | 
© draw unto cvill, asan heavie ting is eaſtly caſt downeward, 

Now to polygamic he addeth a notorious revengef':1in eſe, t 1a 
ving married a couple of women, it feemes he found ſome diſtem- 
pers inthem and therefore to joſe and over-2wethem 2 itt], hee | 
falls to breath out revenge with violentthreats, ſaying, that ace would | 
kill a man in his wound, or for is wound, hee meanes becauſe of 1 
wound received, and a young man for his hurt or bruſe,he meancs becaute | 
ofa bruiſe or ripe oiven him, yet he gocs farther and adds;that if | 
Caize ſhould be avenged f{even-fold then Ne: © _— times ſeven 
fold. If any man whofocver he were ſhovia hue him, hee ſhould. 
dic for it, yea were he never io young and W iy a tellow thar ſhonld 
offer to ſmite him, it ſhov!d coſt him his life, and he would procecde | 
to an higher degree of revenge, then that which God iumſelte had 
appointed to Caines murderer. Viz. heewould be revenged ſeventy 
times ſeven times more, that maketh in all almoſt five hunared times 
as much more, here is paſſion and pride in all extremity. To 1c- 
venge is to render evill for cvill, ro revenge a thing feven times 15 to ; 


inflict athing ſeven times more grievous upon a wrong doer rhenthar 
which 
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{witci!., did roanother, to reverge ſeventictimes and ſeven is 10 jay | 
jan cVili 490 tumes more heavic then that received. The Lore of | 1 
| Heaven _ :1uie, becauſe hce hath authority, to injarge h's pu. 
[niſhiag j1 Juitice, and to Execute a threat of ſeven times reVenge, bc- 
cauſc 4 ſuch athreat ro commit the fault makes it ſeven degrees 
morc i2nity, as being an aud2cious defpifing of his anger, and ave- 
ry ietting histhrea's at naught, but for any man to exccede meaſure | 
fo faire 11 punifhing rhough | he were a lawtull Magittrate, puniſhing EF 
the raaiitactor at the complaint and inſtance of the wron ood perlon, 
t Were a £16 at OiIcnce. How much morc then for a private man ſo 
arte? 1 < xceede all deg; "CS 11 reſpect of a Wrong ; : done oO himſc -Ite. 
ure he that rheeatens to be revenged 4950 times more thcn Cane,con 
eived rin to be more excellent than Caize 490 times, for ac- 
orc1ng tothe meaſure of the partics worth that was wronged, mi 
the rcvenge be increaſed. O how proud a man was hee ! chat 
Eur vY farre pretorre himiclfe above his great grand-{.ulicrs Farber, 
| for {Oo ws Caine, Who bing then alive and departed ITONL Una cr ts 
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; SOVETLENIES ot Adam, was now the King of all the fonncs thy ; 
| deſcenued from him, Gdvring hrs life, and the Pric:* too, for King- | 
' doinces :nd Pricft hoods in thoſe Erſt times went to the eldeſtot the | 


 faraſity by ſacceſton. Theie were chiefe Rulers in marters c: vill 
; and religions. He was therctore a very haughty minded man, at: 
a VELY | Jalionare angry man, and fo avery revengctull man WINCH 
| tpriag rh from pride and and paſſion, | 

'Cheſe be his fauits,yet ſec how good and patientthe Lord thewes . 
himlclfe unto fuch awietch, for hee had two ſonnes by one \ wite, ni; benefies | 
' and aſonne and davghter by the other, God gave him the fruit of had duldien} 
| marr: _ though he were the firſt that ſo ſhameti ily 2buſcd mar- { 
| rizge, for God doth not inſtantly ſtretch forth 2 paniſhing arme 24- © 
| 


_— — 
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| we an offender, and rhefe fonnes of his too were very active and 
profitable men, of 2 700d parts and accourit, as appeares by their it- 
| ventions mentioned in the Text. Bur yet he is not left quite unpu- , |. [dw ; 
| niſh<d, for his life was unquict, as appeareth by his threatning and | quicr lite. by | } 
| bragging whar ne would cor, for ſuch kinde of threats be bat bog. | #207 of ws | | 
| ſtings « of the future time. Ir is notto be doubted of but that his ewo PL 
| ' wives, whit by the brawles which would fall out berwixt thcm wand 
| (their chiiaren, and what by the ſtirres that they would make wirh | 
| him, eachto have himtake her part againſt the other, made his lite | 
Ks : uncoinforrable, ſo thar hee was faine to ſee if hee could make the 
, matier a little better by big and violent words,to keepe them in awe _ | 
oy feare whom duty could not order. Now this i is Lamech. 4 
| Let us make fome uſe of his Example, even to blame our ſelves T4. us of | 
' for having committed, if wee have committed the like finnes1o his, ll = 
' that we may be drawne to repentance which he was never ſo happy as | | 
| | to performe, | x =— 
\ Secondly, toarme our ſelves againſt thoſe finnes, and to abound 
£ in the contrary vertues, for fo it is our duty, as Bees doe honey " | | * ol 
| £4 ®) 
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ot weeds, to g gather good out of bad E <rmples. Come hither then 
and let mce examine you in Gods name. Is there not any amone(t 
you that hach violated marriage worle then Lamech. He did finne 


by taking two wives. Thc Lan would puniſh you for following 


 himin that, and would not ſuficr you to keepe two women underthe 
naine of wives, have not you rhereforc falne to flat and dOwne- right 
| adultery. If fo, repent ot this enormity ; The Lord will not ſuffer 
the fr inſpreſlors of his Covenant to beare it free it repentance doc 


| not ſtay his hand. 


| into a finne; Inventers of <vill things, S. Par! cals them which arc 

the firſt which doe them, that runne into them not induced by any tor- 
' mer examples, bur carried by their owne corruptions, and lo by 0 0- 
{ing over the hedge, induce others to follow them : ſuch finncis be the 
' more grievous before God by how much they fhew a morc unpudent 


| felvc cs capraincs and ring-leadcrs to fo viic and miichieyous a thing, 
| and ſuch ſinnes doc call for alarger meaſurc of ſorrow and humilia- 
| | ' tion. 

Apaine, have none of you bcene paſſionate, angry, and full of 
threats, working iz proud wrath as Salomon calls it, and as here, you 


may ce wicked Lamech doing with an ahigry voice, and a counte- 


leave their brawling 'and let him ſpeake, and then bluſters out theſe 
words, that he would kill the man whoſoever ſhould wrong him. Are 


| 

| 

| 

| | nance ſutable thereto. You may be ſure he calls upon his wives to. 
| 

| 


| ' not there ſome menamong you ſo mad and furious, thatthey threaten | | 


I bloul and death to any char ſhall wrong them. O this wrathfull and | 
angry roaring as I may call it, is afigne of much tolly and pride, and 
therefore doe not pleaſe your ſclyes in it, asthey doe moſt times thar 
are givento it, but abhorre it, and jadge your ſclves for it, aid hum- 
bly acknowledge to God,thar you have delerved his wrath tor ſhew- 
ing Your owne wrath ſo imo: derately. And laſtly conſider, have you. 
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ſpcaking, and agreat cvill for alictle. 


| LLeat (11, 

2 venge, ſome doc compaſſe i it by maine rength, preſently and openly 

| it one wrong them, they raile or ſtrike and lay about them, as it were 
an angry Dog or Beare or otuer Beaſt, others be more ſti!l in their 


run'ty come, and then they pay him home with the like and more thar 
=: hath wrongedthem, both theſe revenges be naught, and it 1s hard to 
; ſay whether is the worſe of the ewaine : the one hath more craft,the 
other more furic, both ſhew an heart deſtitute of all meekeneſle and 
charity and faith. If yon have found your ſelves ſo diſpoſed, untill 


| ' you repent you ſhall be ſure to finde God as bitter againſt you. He 
will 


Omen oO” os ET RR 


” XC 
W—_— | O— —— -— — — _— — —O_'—m—_ — 


not beene revengetull men 2 that would take no wrong but returne 
death and {laughter for a ſtroke, a wound, and ſeven yea twenty, and 
if you were able an hundied blowes for one; yea death for a word 


Revengeis a » Brethren, revenge is a fearefull ſinne ; there are two waies of re- 


= 
— 


ED rr —_ 


— 


_ 


— 


revenge, they lay itup in ſtore and ſetit on the ſcore till a fir oppor- 
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Yea have not ſome of you beene ZL.uechs in making the firſt breach 


"BE 
diſpoſition, that dareleade the way to w ickednefſe, and Wee them: 
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| 
' will bereyenged ofthe revengetull. He will be an enemy to him that | 
will fghrand keepe a ſtirre 1f he be rouched or wounded. Doe not 
; Count it valour to give ſtroke tor ſtroke or wound for wound,or blow | | 
ue blow, itis an helliſh valour, it isnot man-hood, it 1s dog-hood, | | 
'or I may terme it beare-hood, it 1s brutiſh, ſo will a Lion or a bruit. : 
Creature, It is not Courage but outrage, it Is not fortitude but meere 
\furic. And yet alas where ſhall you finde breaſts that doe not beare_ 
'the ſtampe of Lamechs words withinthem, that perhaps be not come 
'roſuch an high degree as he was to revenge 490 times, but are come 
{ torhar, thatthey reſolve and purpoſe, if a man wound them,they will | 
| wound him againe if they Can, if any man {trike, they will doc the 
; beſt they canto ſtrike him againe. Beloved, hee in whom this ſinne 
| raigneth, is a wicked man thovgh irc be not of fo high agrowth in 
| him as it was in this wretch. He that holdeth this purpoſe, I will 
requite blow with blow, wrong with wrong, he is not atrue Chri- 
ſtian, for he doth not overcome evill with good, bur is overcome. 
with evill. He is a man that lives allowedly in a finne as bad in 
| Gods account as theft or whoredome. Revenge in Gods account is 
'2 ſinneas foule and fouler then Juſt or injuſtice, I beſeech you ex- 
amine your ſclyes, and if you have tound your ſelves carried away 
with revenge, and reſolve to beſo ſtill, take notice that you be too 
like to Lamech to be the children of God, Our Saviour commands us ,,.; ,s.,, 
if our neighbour offend to forgive himrill ſeventy times ſeven times, 
I thinke alluding to this very ſpeech of this here in the Text,and in- | 
tending to teach you to labour to abound in patience, meekeneſlſe, and 
| forbearance, as much as he abounded in proud revengefullneſſe. | 
If any fay, why then 1 ſhall cxpoſe my ſclfe to all manner of 
wrongs. | | 
I anſwer, firſt, if once ſhould doe ſo, better ſuffer all nanner of in- 
| juries from man, then to have God enter into judgement with him 
for all his ſinnes, - 
| Secondly,I anſwer, that God hath the rule of things, and as the | 
| ſheepe muſt dwell in ſafety not by their owne ſturdineſſe,but by the | 
| care and diligence of the Shepheard, ſo muſt Gods people enjoy tree- 
| dome from wrongs not by their owne violence bur by his protection 
and wiſcdome. | 
And laſtly, I ſay if the wrongs be notorions and ſuch as it | 
is not fitto ſuffer, God hath put the ſword of revenge intothe Ma- | 


[} 


j 


eiftrates hands, and fo farre as the heart is not imbittered with ma- | 
lice, bur ſceketh alone his owne defence and ſafety without trium- | 


phing inthe ſmart of an enemy, it is very lawfull to ſeeke him for 


reſcue. | 
So have wedone with Lamech, we goc on to his three ſonnes that | | - open 

were profitable perſons and inventers of good arts, atthe leaſt per- | rev of Arca. 

teers, 

| The one perfected thar part of husbandry which conſiſts in fee- | 

; ding cattell and making tents to ſhelter both the Shepbeards = the | | 

| " Ccpec 5 | 
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ſheepe, that with thoſe moveable habitations they might be able 
to drive their cattell from place to place for the beſt paſture. It is 
likely that before his time they were faine to be content with the 
ſhade of the trees, or with ſome cave under ground, or a few turfes | 
put upon {ome ſticks of wood which they had made a ſhift ro get in- 
to the ground or ſome {uch like. But he conſidering better of the 
| matter, invented the way of making linnen cloath and ſo with fitting 
' that upon poles with peges and ſtakes to keep of great ſtormes and heat, 
; yea by this meanes they could carrie their houſes with them whither 
 focver they had occaſion to travell for paſture ſake, andthis kinde of | 
| fceting lite, dwelling in tents and following catrell continued to. 
| Abrahams time and ſong after, yca it was the commandement of 
| Tonadab to the Rechabites that they ſhould alwaies live ſo. Thisthere- 
fore was a commodious and beneficiall invention,and it is for hispraiſe. 
that firſt deviſed it, much is owing him by thoſe that comming after | 
| have enjoyed the benchit of his devices. | 
' Ivbal the next Sonne of Lamech, he was a man not given ſo much to | 
toileſome profit as to merriment and ſport, he was a lover of muſicke, 
and he perteed the art of making Organes,and you muſt underſtand, / 
playing upon them too, for to what purpoſe would hee finde them | 
out bur to play on « This is aJlawtull invention and good and com- 
fortable. Cheerctullneſſe and Mirth ſothat it be moderate and well 
guided for the circumſtanoes, is a lawfull thing, whether Muſicke by 
voice or inſtrument, whether viinde inftruments or other hand inſtru- | 
ments, It is avery good and lawfull thing to ſolace ones ſelfe with 
muſicke, and a warrantable recreation, ſo that it be not abuſcd, and | 
hee that firſt found it out is to be counted a benefaRtor to man- | 
 kinde. ; 
Bur the laſt named, he was the moſt profitable inventer, he that 
found ontthe art of iron worke, he was anexcellent Smith. This was 
Tibal Caine, thought to be the ſame thatthe Hearthens called Yulcane. 
Smiths are a neceſſary calling. Their art is helpefull to all other Sct- 
ences both for peace and warre, rothem belongeth the making of all 
the neceſſarieſt inſtruments of husbandry, of all ſort of tooles for 
other trades and of armes alſo for the Souldier, No part of mans 
life can be without iron worke. A knife, a key, an harchet,a forke, 
aſaw, a mattoek, aſythe, a raking hooke, a chezill, a ſword, a ſpeare, 
. 2 ſhield, an helmet, who can reckon up the things that Smiths do 
make for mans uſe. This was therefore an exceeding fruitfull inven- 
tion, ſo much the more ro be commended by how much 1t is more 
weariſome and laborious, for it is you know a ſtrong labour in ſome 
things and acurious in other things, and much of it is much annoyed 
' with heate about the fire. And thus hath God ſtored the world with 
needfull arts, by meanes of Lamechs ſonnes that were it ſcemeth un- 
ſanctified men. 
We mult make ſome uſe of all this, firſt, to be thankefull unto ; 


' God that hath imparted to ſome men ſuch good wits and __ | 
| * dings: 
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dings that they were able to finde out and perfedt thole ſeverall Sci- 
[ences and Callings, for how toylcſome and uncomfortable would our , 
lives be if we did nor enjoy theſe helpes and comforts. Even this 
| naturall abiliry 1s from God and deſeryeth thankes from us. 
 Againc, men muſt fer rhemſclves to be profitable to the world,by 
cither inventing or adding to the inventions of others in any kinde. Ir 
is good to doc ſomething for which the world may be the better, 
' and not to come into the world meercly as rats and mice onely tode. 
'voure victuals and to runne ſqueaking up and downe. Be you fol- 
| lowers of ſuch, it you cannor invent and pertedt an art, yet learne 
and follow ſome that is already invented. Theſe men were not 
| idlesbees, doe naughts; O be you as good at leaſt as theſe ſonnes 
| of Lamxch, onely labour to be ſo moderate in following and uſin 


! 


all theſe earthly things, that you be not carthly minded thereby, but 


| 


| may become carcfull of things that pertaine tothe ſoule and to ano- 
ther life, as well as of thoſe that belong to this preſent life and ro 
' this body of clay. It is good to uſe the world bur not to love it, to 
{ct our hands on worke about the things of it, but not to ſet our 
hearts upon ir. This is a baiting place and nor a place of habitation, 
' we make a journey through this world, we donot dwell in the world. 
; O lect our mindes and defires and wiſhes be in Heaven, and let us 
| doe thoſe outward things with reference unto Heaven, that by pro- 
| firing men and ſerving God in a calling, we may make our way to 
| Heaven the eaſier, and our wag 3 there the greater. And fo much , 
| for the linage of Carne, | 
Now we come to another off-ſpring of Adam. Ir 1s not to be. 
thought that he remained childleſle till the birth of Seth,or that God 

would ſmite him inthat newneſſe of the world with fo long a bar- | 
\ renneſſe, or that he ſo long forbare ſociety with Evah. As it is 
ſaid, thar he lived an hundred and thirty yeeres and begat Seth, ſo it 
is ſaid, hee lied loyg after and begat ſonnes and danghters ; there- 
| fore it 1s likely alſo, rhat in that hundred and thirty yecres before 

, ' he begar ſonnes and daughters,but becauſe the Lord intended to draw 

' out the linage of Chriſt, therefore helets all the reſt goe and faſtens | 


ve . . | | 
| alone upon Seth, of whom the promiſed ſeed was to come 1na direct | 


- —_ 


| 


God, that he ſhould be a godly man. Therefore hee is called Srth, | 
that is, he hath appointed, becauſe ſaith Evah, God hath appointed mee | 


 anothey ſeed inſtead of Abel whom Caine ſ/icw. Loe it is an hundred "rage 


\and thirty yeares after and yet ſhee hath not forgotten the murder of | 
C#ne. The infamy of a finne will cleave long to a mans name, and | 
the griefe of acroſle if itbe a ſtinging crofſe indeed as this was, will | 
lie long upon the ſoule. Bur why faith ſhee a ſeede inſtead of CA bet, | 
it may be it was, becauſe ſhee ſaw little piety and goodnefle inthe | 
other ſonnes and daughters: none of them was like Abel in'religion ' 


and godlineſſe. But for Seth ſhee underſtood that God would _ | 
im 


Gen. 5.3. 


| line : Of Seth then we muſt ſpeake. His Birth gladded Evah and | 1; 1. 
| LAdam too no doubt, becauſe they underſtood by revelation from | ofhim. | 
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him as good a man as <Avel, and therefore hee rejoyceth in him, 
for a good Parent is little gladded in children, if they proove nor 


| pious and gedly children, Gods children as well as his or hers; 


\ wherefore thoſe children thar would glad the hearts of rhcir Parents, 
' muſt {ct themſelves to follow the waies of vertue, thatthcir aged Pa- 
' rents may have joy inthem. 
' Wow of Seth nothing is ſaid, but that he begat a Sonne at an hun- 
 dred and five yeares old, as the next Chapter thewes, calling him 
| Exoſh, that is, ſorrow or griefe, becaule of the many grictes and 
| forrowes to which men are ſubject in this lite. Well may man have 
| the name of ſorry given to him, ſo full of miſeries is he as /obſpake 
| long after. Onely itis added, that in Seths daies men began to call on 
the namf of the Lord. It may be rendred (ſome thinke) the name of 
God was prophaned in calling on, that is, men grew then very pro- 
| phane 1n a carelefſe abuſing Gods publike Service and Worthip. 
' Others thus, |then x was begun to call on the name of the Loyd, that is, 
men began more publikely and religiouſly and openly to call onthe 
[name of God, to profeſle true piety more caretullyin publike aſſem- 
 blies. It notes inthe former fence a growing worſe'of the times, in 
the latter a growing better. I am in doubt whether ſence to faſten 
, upon, Ithinke rather of the twaine it is a taxing of the publike pro- 
fanation of God in abuſing his worfhip, becauſe it followes imme- 
'diately upon the giving of the name Ezoſh, ſorrowfull, miſerable, 
 mortall man, as arcaſon of that name, why did his Father call him 
fo, becauſe Gods name then began to be prophaned in calling upon, | 


| 
' 


= 
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men grew more and more careleſſe and remiſſe in Gods ſervice, and | 
did it in ſo bad and negligent and indevout a faſhion, as it was rather | 
a profaning then a worſhipping or honouring of his name And this 


ſeemeth the rather to be the meaning, becauſe there is little reaſon | 


Kaynites. Or it may be rendered, then 1t was begun 10 call by the-: 


to thinke that ©Adam and Seth did not long before this apply them- | 
ſelves tothe caretull worſhipping of God in their aſſemblies, and to ; 
take all good meanes to ſave themſelves from the corruption of the 


name of Lord, thatis, men began then to have that name giventhem | 
of the ſons of God,and this I like beſt of all the three, becauſe in rhe ;. 


beginning of the ſixt Chapter (which continues the ſtory, and the | 


fhft Chapter is but a digreſſion pur in to ſhew the age of the world ar | 
the floud) it is ſaid, the ſonnes of God ſaw the daughters of the ſonnes | 
of men, Whereby itis apparent, that to the men that profeſſed true | 


religion with Adam and Seth the name of the ſonnes of God was ' 


given, and tothe rcſt the name of the ſonnes of men. The profeſſors | 
of thetrue religion were called ſonnes of God, that did worſhip the 


true God after the manner that God taught by 1 Adam, The other 
were called ſonnes of men, that gave themſelves over to worldlineſle, ' 
and vanity, and prophanenefle ; for my part I ſuppoſe that before | 


| 


| 


) 


the floud there was no Idolatry, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt would ; 


not have omitted the taxing of that finne as well as thoſe it doth | 
| | - kaxe* 
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raxe it it had beene thenuſed in the world. Burt let us take the words 
to mean*, thes it was bezwn to call on the name of the Lord, and then 
it {hall be addedas a commendation of Seth, that in his daies religion 
' began to flouriſh more then ever before, by his diligence joyning | 
' with his Father Adam, much more reſpe&t was had to picty, and [- 
| Srcater numbers of men imbraced the profeſſion of piety. And this 
ought to be the care of every good man to further the progrefle of 
true religion,and to cauſe the name of God to be faithfully called up- 
on of many. 
| Now of the reſt of Adams ſeed there is a Catalogue made inthe | 
fifth Chapter ,of all the ancient Fathers, from the firſt man Adaw | 
'to Noa", in whole daies the floud fell out, by which it appeares of | 
what ſtanding the world was, when it was growne ſo corrupt, that 
'the Lordcould no longer endure the manners of it. And inthis Ca- 
ralogue the Holy Ghoſt rakes this order z 1. He (hewes of what age 
 evety one was when he begar his eldeſt ſonne. How many yearecs he 
lived after the birth of that ſonne. 3. Howold he was when he died, ba 
| The number of the perſons are in all ten, Adam, Seth, Enoch,Cainan, | ; 
' CAtabalaleel, Tared, Enoch, Methaſelah, Lamzch, and Noah, Adamar a | 
' hundred and thirty yeares begar Seth,-and after lived eight hundred 
yeares and had more children in that time, and died aged nine hun- 
dredandthirty yeares. + Adam was intruth the eldeſt man all things | 
conſidered, for though Methsſelah our-lived him thirty nine yeares 
(for he was nine nam 4 ſixty nine ycares, and Adim bur nine hun- 
dred andthirty) yer Merhuſel<h was borne an infant, Adam was made 
'aperfe man the firſt day, andinthoſe times a man was but achild at 
thirty nine yeares, for no queſtion they would give their mindes to 
| marriage in that newneſle of the world, paucity of men, and plenty of 
ground ſo: ſoone as they were fit for it. So Adans perfett eſtate at | 
the firſt countervailed the living of forty yearesand more. Seth he li-| 
'ved ahundred and five ycares and begat Enos, and living cight hun-| 
dred and ſeven yeares begat divers more children, and ended his! 
daies a: nine hundred and two. Enos lived ninety yeares and begat 
Cainar, &c. as you may reade inthe ſtory. Nothing is mentioned, 
of any one but the length of his life, the time when hee had his firſt | 
ſonne, and that hee had more ſonnes. Onely of Henech it is noted Henocb. 
that he walked with God, that is, lived a moſt holy life and thathe 
died not at all, but was tranſlated after hee had lived three hundred | 
ſixty five yeares. The Lord ſhortned the daies of his pilgrimage, and | 
| rewarded his ſingular picty with taking him up to Heaven, ſoule and. 
| body immediately without dying. He was changed without any ſe-| 
parating of his ſpirit from his body, and in him we have ancxample 
what ſhould have beenethe courſe that God would have taken withall | 
' men if man had continued in the ſtate of innocency, wwz, he ſhould | 
not have died, ſoule and body ſhould never have departed one from | 
theother, burafter aman had proceeded ingodlineſſe, till hee had | 
\gotren ſo large a meaſure of it, as inthis life hee could (for thugs) j. 
_—- Adam = 
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Adam were pertet habitually yer not attually, Tmeane though hee : 
| had anability ro attaine perfe& knowledge of God and the creatures, | 
[yet hee had not yer actually gorten all ſuch knowledge as hee was | 
| to get both of God and of the creatures) then ſhould he have beene | 
| tranſlated into Heaven to ſee God immediately andro know him bet. 
| ter then in this life hecould be knowne, Sinne entring cauſed death, | 
had notthat come in we ſhould have gone to Heaven without death 
| as this Henoch did. | | 
Now our. of-all theſe things written concerning theſe Ancients the | 

direct parents of our Lord, wee gather this, that death is common 
to all, and how long ſocvcr a man lives at laſt hee muſt leave the 
' world, and therefore we learne rwwothings principally, 

Firſt, to prepare for death, that whenſocver it befallerh wee may. 
change for rhe better not for the worle, and this preparation for death 
| muſt be not alone alittle before it comes, or at the houre of its ap. | 
' proach,but in the whole courſe of our lite by beginning early to re- | 


' 
i 


 pent and continuing daily to turne and renew our repentance, that ſo | 
' we maygctan aſſurance of our being taken from carthto Heaven : for ! 
' hethat begins unfaignedly to turne to God and ſo continues,hee ſhai] | 
| ſurely be ſaved, and for the moſt part ſhall obtaine before his departure | 
| hence an aſſured apprehenſion of his ſalvation. Therefore hee muſt | 
(as Henoch did) walke with God in a continuall care of obcying | 
| him, and labouring to hold faſt a conſtant perſwaſton of his favour | 
' and love to him in his Sonne, for it is teſtified of Exech, that he plea- | 
ſed God, {o that what in Gezeſis is called a walking with God, thar | 
 S.Paul calls pleaſing of Gea,and allothar by faith he was tranſlated that | 
| he ſhould not ſce death,even by his belceving and reſting upon Gods ! 
' mercy>2for ſo it is ſaid, he belecyed that God was and was a rewardey of 
them that diligently ſeeke him,which finding himſclfe to do, he reſolved 
that God would reward him : So muſt cach of us walke with God,con- 
ſtantly reſolve and indeavour to pleaſe God in all things, and retaine | 
in our ſelves an aſſured peaſwaſion,that God wi'l graciouſly accepr and 
reward us in Chriſt, withgiving us life cternail and cauſing us never to 
ſee the ſecond death : though we muſt not be freed from the firſt, for : 
| that was the ſpeciall priviledge of xzxoch and Zl;ah,and was never gran- 
ted to any other that we read. Labourtherfore to hold faſt in your loules 


: 


| a firme perſwaſton of Gods love to you in Chriſt, and withall a firme 
purpoſe of pleaſing him in all things. Let ſincere truth of obcdience be | 
 joyned with a firme perſwafion of Gods love, and the firme periwaſion | 
' of Gods love be joyncd with a fincere indeavour of obedience, then 
death ſhall never come anufſe,then youare alwaics ready for it, So Da- 
vid faith, 1 have hoped in thy ſalvaiton and done thy Commandements. So 
then it we would be ready for God we muſt doe two things. Turne to | 
Fhim and walke with him. Toturneis to begin to walke with God, to | 
 walke with God is to continuetoturneto him.O yethat have not begun | 
to turne doe it to day, turne now, call tro mind your former evill | 


>waics to judge your ſelves for them, to lament them, to ſecke of | 


__God 
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God in Chriſt forgivenefſe of them and power againſt them, and 
| labourto reſt yourſclves upon his goodnefle in Chriſt for pardon and 
'helpe, and ſo have you made your peace, then keepe your peace 
by aconſtant indeavour to pleaſe God in holinefle of life, and a con- 
ſtant renewing of your aſſured per{waſion of his love. O happy man 
he thar can ſo fit himſelfe for his latter end.. Brethren ler the mention | 
| of the deaths of ſo many aged perſons, make you carefull to prepare 
for death; you that be young doeit, becauſe death rakes away young 
' menas well asold, and youthar be old docit,becauſe you may mcete 
with it very ſuddenly,and muſt needs mecte with it afore it be long, 
; Againe, you ſcethelſe _ men here, wreſtling with che cor- 
' ruptions of the world and their orne, ſome a longertime and ſomea 
' ſhorter, burall in compariſon of our ſelves a great while. The longeſt 
lived man for number of dayes was <Methuſelah who lived nine | 
hundred fixty nine yeares, bur for perfeCtion of life CAdam, who li- | 
ved aperfet man nine hundred andthirty yeares. The ſhorteſt lived 
of all the Patriarkes was Noahs Farher, eethuſelahs Sonne, Lamech, 


for he lived ſeven hundred ſeventy and ſeven yeares, and died the 
| yeere before the floud, alittle before his Father Methuſelah, who li- 
ved till that very yearethartthe loud came and drowned all, and was | 
raken away thathe might not ſeethe floud. | 
' Nowwhydid Coleen out the daies of the Patriarkes 2 | 
| TI anſwer, chicfely co maintaine the knowledge of God and true re- | 
| ligion inthe world, that by the long life of one godly man, the truth 
' which then was not put in writing, but by word of mouth dclivered 
from man to man might be kept morepure and undefiled. Adamlived 
till Methuſelah was two hundred forty and three yeares old. Methuſe- 
| ab livedtill Semthe Sonne of Noah was one hundred ycares lacking | 
'two; ſo that Sem talked with him that had taſked with £Adam, who 
could acquaint him with all things concerning the creatures,the fall and | 
'thepromiſed ſeed our of his certaine knowledge and experience, he | 
| had beene made of nothing, he had ſeene all perteions, and Methuſe- | 
lah could tell it to Sem, and Semz lived to ſee T/aac borne and a 
Father. Sothat Tſaac might ſpeake mouth to mouth with 
him that had ſpoken with him that had ſpoken 
with CAdemthe firft man that ever was. 
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Was not this a notable con- | 
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( Ee have propounded particular Examples unto 
you hitherto,as alſo the Scriptures have done. 
Now following them, wee muſt ſet before! 
your eyes the Examples of an whole multi. 
tude, even of an whole World, full of men! 
and women, that gave them{clves ro worke. 
wickedneſſe before the Lord. Ir is called in 
Sf LS RHY% Scripture, the old World, and the world of un- 

| godly. In the ſpace of a 1656, yeares the 

encration of mankind was growne to that height and exorbirancic 
of wickedneſſe, that the patience of God could no longer endure, 

' them. | 

' Now concerning this Old World we will ſhew you threethungs. | 

' 1. Their ſinnes. 2. The goodnefle of God to them notwithſtan-, 
ding their finnes.. 3. The ſevere puniſhment that fell upon them at the 

laſt, and ſo will make uſe of all. 

Firſt, for their finnes, the Holy Ghoſt ſets them out 1n generall, 
and more particularly. In generall, the ſinne of man is ſaidto be great, 

| and that every imagination of the thought of his heart was evill and one- 


| ly cvill aud that continually, Secondly, it is ſaid, that all flejh had cor- 
| LE rupted 


| 


Y Pet 243 , 


The tnnes of 
the old worid. 
1,1n generall, 


Gen.6.g, | 


Verſe 11, | 


—— cc _——__ 


— - —_—_ — ET... D——— 


_ — —_ — 


es, AM 


_—  ——_ —— — —— ——— CIEAMESS Mos A. 4 oe RE. a = La 


(og 


.* 
\ 3 # 
4 bs 


They all werc 
QLVCH OVCr TI 
Hnmno,. CXCeP! 
lomc 1n Noabs 


NOUulC, 


'rcat then, 


© ta p 1ticular, 


24-37,38, 


| 1 Pet.3. 20. 


| Mate24.395. 


+ 


TO 


Gods mercy 
Rem, 


Gzx, The Example of 


_— — - Ce ee ee 


C HA = 


rupted "EF way p01 ods earth. S9 their na wohrineſſe Was remarks; 


1n thele rwo reipects, it was exceeding hainous and Qricvous 1 tha 


they committed great and fowle linnes, in great abundance with g:e2: 
wiltullnctle, and gave themſelves to add finne to finne, doing no 


thing but plodding and contriving wickednefle, and then all met 


oave themſclves over tothe fame bad courſe; you could not finde 1 
man that made ſcarce a ſhew' of goodnefle out of Noahs houſe. When 


all conſent rogether to ſcll over themſclves to worke iniquity, and | 

grow paſt ſhime or feare, running into moſt grievous and notorious 
linnes with greedincſle and wilfullneſſe, his is vc Ty oftenſive to Al- 
mighty God, and will certainely provoke his wrath to bring upon 


Why fiane was. £rowrh of finne in thoſe times. 


them {ome tearctull and heavie puniſhments. 
Divers reaſons may be ou of that cauſcd this exceeding great 
The long life of men, tor Ict an | 


unſancifhed man continue loathe will grow- more and more fin- | 


tall the longer he continues. Sinne by IrTequent exerciſe g grOWes more | 
and more violent and head-ſtrong. So living agreat {pace of time they | 


' orew above meaſure naught. 


| governement, the agedſt inthe family ſti}] being acknowledged the | 
| governour of the family, and they had all one language and ſo no 


— 


They had ſtrong and able bodies togerher with health and ability 


to joy the things of this lite. 
3. They had great peace in regard they all lived under apaterr all 


| 


great cauſe of controverſie, and one religion too, it 1s like,ſeeing the 
Parriarkes lived fo long, that they were immediately taught of God, | 
ſfayctharthey degenerated to prophanencſle arid the moſt became of | 


no religion, and ſodid not warre with the contrary little partie, un- | 
lefleit were with jefts,ſcoftes and contumelics. Long life,orear ſtrength, | 


great peace begat grear wickedneſle. | 
But more particularly the Lord takes notice here of their 1, Un-. 


lawtull and carnal] marriages, 2. Ot thcir violence and oppreſſion. 
And our Saviour telleth of their great worldlinefle, that did fell 
over themſelves to temporall dealings, and cared nothing for better | 


things; and S.Peter tells of their obſtinacy in finning, and their not 
belecving nor regarding, they were diſobedient whileſt the long ſuffe- | | 


ring of God waited in the dues of Noah, Yea our Saviour telleth of | 
their notable unbeleefe, that did not give any credit to Gods threats, | 


nor knew of the floud till che waters came and drowned them. All : 
Noahs preaching prevailed not tro make them take notice of the ; 


O 
judgementthat hanged over their heads. 


The mercy of God towards them appearcth, inthat he gave them | | 
a large warning, a hundred and twenty yeares to repent, in which his 
Spirit continued to ſtrive with their wickedneſſe, God taketh to him- | 
{elfe the ſtmilitude of a man, who being greatly diſpleaſed with the | | 
il] carriage of his Inferiours, 1s faine to ftrive with himſclfe to keepe | 
downe his anger,chat it raiſe notnp it ſelfe againſt them in cxceſle and | 


; over-ſuddenly. The ſtriving of Gods Spirit is a patient continuing | 
to] 


—_ > — Cum Prep—_— - 
=Y gm rr — —=_—_ : —PIT— yy anm_y_——— 9 _ r — ——e_ C————— 7" 


;  . £ » a x a we i 


— 0 a a — ——  - u——  —— —— ——_ 


Gen. : the Old World. Cua P.O,, 55 


_— —————— — 


[ro ne the meanes of reclaiming ſinners, to ſee if it be poſlible to! 
winne them, Gods bounty taketh paines as it were to breake mans| 
{infull heart. So God reſolved to continue ſtriving but fora hundred | 
and twenty yeares, and all that while he determined to continue this | 
courle of genclenefle, and withall hee uſed inthat time the miniſtery | 
'of Noah, who was therefore called a Miniſter and Preacher of righ- 
|reoulnelle by S, Peter, that he might reducethem to ſome repentance 
and amenament z theretore 1s it ſaid, The /ong-ſufferine of God waited 1 per-ya29. 
'/p Noahs das, and in all this ſpace they had great outward mer- 
cies. Yea there were men of great ſtature borne which prooved alſo 
; men of great renowne for wealth, riches, honours and outward emi- 
[nencies, fo thatthey felt no manner of puniſhment almoſt in carth- 
' ly things, bur were reſerved tro that great and heavie puniſhment * 
; which waited for them at laſt, even to the deluge or floud of 


| Waters. 


2 Pet.2.5, 


ment, 


over-flow, ſo thatthe waters guſhed up from rhe ground, and then 
| opened the windowes of Heaven, and cauicd all the waters from 
' above to fall downe, till at length the raine continuing tor the 
ſpace of forty daies, and the waters finding ſo violent an 1< Þcluze. 
iſſue upwards, the whole earth and all the higheſt mountaines 

' were covered with water fifteene cubits, rhar is, acubit being coun- | 

ted for halfe a yard, ſeven yards and an halte high, to the cutting 

off of all the ſonnes and daughters of «Adam, and of all the birds | 

; and beaſts that could not live inthe water, fave thoſe few that were 

'in the Arke with Noah, who beſides his preaching by the figne 
| of building the Arke did warne them bur all in vaine of the follow- 
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ing floud. 


\ So you have the ſumme of the ſtory of the old World in their 
| finfullneſle, and Gods forbearance for a long time, and Gods ſeveri- 


the chicte thing in ſuch ſtories as theſe is to make a good uſe, becauſe —_ 
theſe are ſer forth for an Example tothem thar ſhall hereafter live un- | 

' godlily. For their ſoules alſo periſhed erernally as well as their bo- | 
dies, for anything thar can be Jearn'd out of Scripture to the Con- | 

| trary, Except thar we may conceive, the Lord might be mercifull to | 

| the ſoules of infants, that were not of age to make uſe of the meanes | 
that ſhould have brought the reſt to repentance, nor did nor runne | 
'tothe ſame extremity of wickednefle, unleſle I ſay wee may hope 

\in charity that God would ſhew compaſſion on the ſoules of thele, 
\the men of yeeres periſh ſoule and body both. Now what uſes | 
muſt wee make, 1. Of their ſinnes, 2. Of Gods parience, 3. Of | 
Gods ſeverity. Of their finnes we muſt make divers uſes. | 

Firſt, to take notice of our owne corrupt nature thar is ready to 

orow ſo extreamely naught. For weealfo are the poſterity of Aden, | 


and havethe ſame corruption of nature thar theſe had, and our imagi- | 


nations and the forme and frame of our hearts and all. our n= | 
| F 4 will 
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God madeall the great deepes to breake up, and the ſprings to Theis puaiv»] 


ty andtheir miſery at the laſt. Let us make due uſes now of all. For | The uſes of | 
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will be on-ly cvill continually, 1f Gou give us to our {cives, and 
there is not onc of us that ——k nGt grow unjuſt, yolupruous, 
worldly, violeat, and moſt extreainely wicked in every kinde of 
wickedneſlc, as occaſion would citcr it {cite, it the Lord did ro: 
hold us backe, ether by reſtratning 01 [acctitys ng, or beth. To 
him let us eve the prailc Ot OUT DLN ng reltra incd or ſanRifhed, and 
let us contefle his goodnel © that Goth not give us over to all licen. 
rioutneſſe, ro commit all vi itlnctſe with orcedinefle. An hearty 
praiſing of Ged for delivering vs tiom no! orious finfulneſle, is 2 
teſtimony of {ome- grace. Mans | acart is apt tornrne fuch treeCom: 
| Into matter of ſwelling and ſelfe-conceitednefle, it our lefle badnetic 
' makesus more thanketull and humbic not haughty and arrogant, it 15 
a ftgne of ſome truth of goodnetle. But innocency joy nea with 
(welling, lifting up our iclves and C<ipiling others, 1s no better then 
that of the Pharifce. This 1s the firſt ufc oft their fin. 
Thenextisto teach us to rake heed of {uch wickediietle, that great 
ſinnes may not grow common, but that there may be fome to op poſe 
' the reſt, ſome to mourne ol the relr, and to take Carc of keeping 
themſclves unſpotted in the world, rhat fo great and publike pry iſh- 
ments may be kept back. Let us cvery way ſtrive cauſe that finnes 
orow not huge and univerſall, that they come not to an high degree 
and to commonneſſe, ſothat all joync in them; for then li! cly ſome 
ereat and heavy calamity muſt inſue, With us finnes do grow very ; 
great, great faults are commited by many, but yet we 2re to praiſe 
God that all flicſh hath not corrupted their wates, there be Jome. 
though bur few in compariſon of the multitude, yer I ſay lome,that | 
ſet themſelves againſt the great and common iniquitics, which may | 
e1ve vs ſome Þope, thar ! he Lords chaſtiſemcnrs ſhall follow us one- 
ly for reformation, not for ut cr extirpation of the Nation, Ler us 
all ute our beſt diligence to hinder the greatncſle and commonnetle | 
of ftane , that we2 may ' prevent cQcliroying ard all- gevouring 
| blowes. 
."S | A third uſe from their -ſinnes 1s that we be caretull to: 
4 | + particular {innes, or to repent of 'them and to 1ctorme them, it we 
=_ | have committed them. F 
- 3 BON. rt. Take great heed of making carnall marriages with perſons fin- 
Api "Fj full and wicked for beauties ſake, or any ſuch carnall reſpeRt. For 
| if it offend God that men be lewd. to take wives voide of true reli-- 
| g:0n and plcty becauſe of their fatrencflc, then ſurely to be fo farre 
over-ruled with gaine or any other carthly conſideration, as for theſc 
things ſake to make matches with carnall and navghty men muſt 


| 

, needs offend God. Let no man doc ſo therefore, let picty I ſay 
| 
| 


WL, 
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piety be the match-maker, let beauty, riches, and all fuch things 

come aftcrin the ſecond or third place, and letno man for any re- 
ſpect of face, faire ſtate,c>c. marrie themſelves ro foule conditions, 
foule manners, Falſe religion, wicked converſation. Surely that which | 


| 
|  ſwayes a man moſt in matrimony, ſwayes him moſt in his w hole 
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life, this being one of the maine matters that concerne him in his 
life. If godlinefſe and religion be not of force to command us inthis 
thing ircannot be conceived that we have any ſound knowledge of it, 
ſand if outwardthings ſway us moſt here, they have the ſovcraignty 
[land dominion of our hearts. Shew your ſelves ſpirituall in choice | 
of yoke-fellowes, if you will enjoy the comfort of being ſo in good 
\earnelt and in ſincerity. And if any have done otherwiſe, O let them. 
[be much humbled, iris a great fault an hazarding of ones ſelfe ro de- | 
firuRion or of his children, a figne that one doth not rightly know | 
neither finne or goodnefle, if in this matter wickedneſſe cannot dif- 
grace all other things, and vertue over-ballance all other,andithere- | 
tore if God have made ſuch a match very diſmall and unhappie to 
any one, and that they have found theſe things unabletogive con- | 
[rent, and with theſe they have beene turned afide from the right 
way ; let them acknowledge the juſtice of God and turne the pu- 
niſhments into a meanes of unfained repentance for rhe finne. Ir is 
| juſt with God to croſſe mens falſe opinions of things,and makethem 
 meete with wretchedneſſe, where they did falſely and unwarrantably 
omiſe to themſelves contentment, as they doe moſt times .in ſuch 
| kinde of ill made marriages. If any good man have ſotranſgreſled, 
he is now called to repentance for it, by Gods hand croſhing, and 
Gods Word warning him. | | 
aine, beware | Jens you of the next ſinne, wrz. unjuſtice and ' 
violence, that is, taking away the goods of others by ſtrong hand, | 
| whether by manifeſt violence,or by violent wreſting and abuſing of 
law through ſtrength of wit, or purſe, or both. To take away that | 
from —_— by any manner of {trength which is his ia right thatis 
| Violence. God hath often in his Word ſpoken againſt clus, for the | «« «. 
waters of the floud havenor yet waſhed it out, burit hath place inthe | 4 zcat Go 
world ſtill. Thoſe that are ſtronger then others will wrench and pull, ' 
and make a ſhift to tug all they can unto themſelves, though they | 
| have no rightunco ſuch things, covetoulneſle and greedy defires be- | 
| get oppreſſion to ſatisfic ſuch an unſarisfiabledefire ; David com | 
| plaines, Pſal.55.9. thar hee hath ſeene violence tn the citie, and Pſal. | 
\ 11.5. Himthat loves violence hu ſoule hateth. By violcace men tread 
under foot the light of nature, and bury their reaſon in paſhon and 
under it. It isthe property of beaſts to be lead by will and paſhon, 
| what they deſire to.have if they can poſhbly ger it by any device 
or power they will have it, rules of right they acknowledge none 
nor can acknowledge, becauſe they want reaſon, which is the ſole 
diſtinguiſher betwixt right and wrong. But.man thar hath reaſon | 
which can ſet downe limits and bounds. to every mans poſleſſions | 
and benefits, ſhould follow his reaſon and not take fo much as his 
hand can reach and pull unto it ſelfe, but alone chat which he findes 
the rules of equity togive him. He that doth atherwiſe. doth infinitely 
treſpaſſe upon Gods Royalty over the whole world, for he doth not 
carric himſelte in this great family according to the will of him that | 
is 
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| | Maſter and chiete Lord, and not bound to any rules but thoſe of his 
| owne will. Violence therefore is '2 gricvous. finne, It will bring 
| Gods curſe, and anger, . and hatred upon the committer. A violent 
| man is edious in the world and in Heaven too, his love of himſclfe 

makes him i jurious to all, and therefore alſo loathſome. Flie 
violence therefore cirher of hand or head, and take nothing but what 
in true right you can prove to be your owne, and if you have gotten 
any. thing by violence, repent of it, and rid your hands of it, elſe 
the hand of God ſhall be heavie upon you for it, he will bring your 
violence upon your owne pates. 

And know I beſeech you, that as there be two ſorts of violent 
beaſts ſoof men. You know tliere be Lions, and Beares,and Tigers, 
and great Creatures that prey upon the weaker as vpon the Sheepe, 
the Cowe,e7c. and then there be little beaſts roo that prey upon the 
leſſer, asthe Weezle on the Mouſe and on Chickens,and fuch like that 

| belefſer then themſelves. So there be two ſorts of violent men too, 
| _ | thegreat and wealthie man, andthe poore and meaner man. The one 
b- | can bearc out his violenee openly, and doth it in greater things. The. 
| ' other doth: it more cloſely and in leſſer things, but both will have 
- | what equity doth not give them by one orother ſhift or wile,or act of 
his hand. And truly as great wickednefle is found in poorc men'this 
| way as in the wealthicr. He that is as bad as his place will ſuffer, 
1s as wicked a man as another that in higher place ismore apparint- | 
ly wicked. Give the Weezle the fangs and limmes of a Lion, hee ; 
will doc as much miſchicfe as a Lion. Therefore the poore robbing | 
Prov.z8.3. the-poore is compared to a ſweeping raine that leaveth no food, and | 
'none more violent then theſe little violent ones when they can tell 
how to make way and beare out their violence, will not you ſec it | 
evidently in the boldneſle of the poorer ſort to fteale corne at this } 
# | time of the yeare. Hethar will pull apiece of ones ſheafe from him, 
wh - | if hee were a great Prince of name and power, would pull his ' 
* | whole living from him. Beware thercfore of thoſe unjuſt waies of | 
| | getting which are under your hands, and in your powers incident 
to your places, repent-of them, ſhun them, and forbeare them 
for conſcience ſake, that you may not provoke Gods wrath againſt : 


you. *F 
Further, the men of this time were extreamely worldly as our | 
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fully perſwaded that his ſoule ſhould continue for ever in another | Þ 
world cither in cternall weale or woe, it were not poſſible for him! ' 
| | not to confider of the eſtate ro come as well as of the ſtate pref 

| if wedid as well know and belceve that there is an Hell and Heaven, | 
as that there is an earth and in it miſery and welfare,we could not bur | 
{bc as ſtudious to get the furure happineſle and eſcape the future miſery 
as the preſent. _ I pray you therefore ſtrive againſt that finne of 
the old World, v/z. giving up your ſelves exceſhvely tothe world, 
and put your ſelves in minde of a world that is to come, and minde | 
the things that are above and ſet your affections on them. If you 
fo performe workes of Gods Worſhip, as that they weane you not 
from the world, you doe them but hypocritically, you have alone — 
the forme and not the power of godlineſſe. Though a man uſe not 
| violence, yet if hee be exceſſively worldly the Word of God is 
choaked in him, and will not bring forth the fruit of eternall life un- 
to him. | 
| Another {in of the old World is, they abuſed Gods long-ſuffering  4Diſobediene, 
| and Ncahspreaching,and gat no manner of knowledge ofthe long threat. 7 Men3-29. 
ned floud,nor no care of amending their lives. This is a fearefull thing came upon 
tro get nothing by Gods patience or by the labours of the Mini- them and they] - 
; ſters whom he ſends to reach and warne us. This ſhewes thar the;! IRS 
Divell hah blinded their eyes, that finne hath hardened the heart, 
j and that a man hath given over himlſelfe to.the ſcrvitude of ſome: 
{ luſt: this is a great wrong to Gods .goodneſſe and authority both: 
| and it brings ſevere puniſhments, for in aggravating the ſinhes of men 
it muſt needs aggravate the puniſhment alſo. O brethren conſider of 
your ſelves if you be not guilty of this finne. How long hath God 
| beene ſtriving to pull you out of: your finnes. How much patience! 
| hath be ſhewed; how much teaching have you heard, and yer alas | 
the old World got as much by Gods kindneſſe to them as you doe \ 
| and you no more then they. Many of you know nothing of your } 
miſerable eſtate. As little be you acquainted with the truths youare 
raughr every day, asthey were with the floud that came upon them, 
as little doth our preaching prevaile to worke you to amendment, as 
did the preaching of Neah with them. We may well comfort our 
ſelves in this, that our ſucceſle is no worſe then Noahs, and alſo la- 
ment that it is no better. Indeed you have not had ſo many: yeeres 
preaching as the * old World had, but conſider -it with the | * 120. 
proportion to your lives and you have more, Then men 
uſed to live ſome ſeven, cight, or nine hundred yeeres. Loe 
| God gave them a Preacher a long time, and at leng h determined 
the very yeereof the floud, it ſhall be a hundred and twenty yeeres 
hence, and ſo from yeare to yeare leſſe as the yeeres went up. Yee 
have lived and died (many of you that be dead) under the Miniſte. 
ry. Indeed we cannot tell you the yecre of your deathyor bring you 
ridings of a floud of water to overflow you altogether, but of a river 
of fire and brimſtone to overflow and overwhelme you one after one | 
we 
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| | wee can tell you from God, and you feare this floud of brim- ! 
| | Kone no more then they did that loud of water, O repent of 
| | your long impenitency and miſerable unbelecte and wilfull igno. 
| rance of Gods threats, and other things that are continually taught | 
| | you out of the Word. And now ceaſe to imitate this world of 
' ungodly men, but apply your fſclves to flie from the wrath to 
| ' come and from the vengeance thar muſt overtake all wilfull ſinhers. 
| | I beſeech you lay to heart the things you heare, take notice of | 
| them, beleeve them, and ſer your ſelves ro amend your lives and 
caſt away all your finnes, which this old World did not but ſhould 
have done: be better I ſay be better then they were, and ler their 
wickedneſſe reach you ſome goodnelſe, When will it once be thar 
you will know and belceve the threars of God and his promiſes? 
when will it once be that you will ſubmit your ſclves to thoſe. 
that are as Noah was, Preachers of righteouſneſſe, and ſecke to get 
| [the righteouſneſle of faith, which Noah would nor have gotten him- 
| ſelfe, if it had not beene the ſame that hee preached ro others? | 
"28 | | Now I pray you ar Jaſt to exceede this generation of wicked men. | 
F 8 | And theſe uſes you muſt make of their wickednefle. 
; | Now of Gods patience towards them in giving them all outward | 
' proſperity and long deferring the execution of his wrath, and ſen. | 
| ding Noah by preaching and building the Arke to draw them to | 
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repentance; learne firſt to praiſe God for the like long-ſuffering to 
us, and ufing the like meanes to bring us to repentance and to life | 
e&tcrnall. Ie is the ſame God that ruled the world at thoſe times | 
'who ruleth us alſo at this time, and he diſcovers the ſame vertues | 
In his governing. O how patient is God now alſo « how grear 
AN care doth he take to leade us to repentance alſo, How many out- ! 
4 4'l ward benefits have wee 2 This-goodnefle of God towards them | 
_ that periſh, whereby he tooke ſuch order and care for them, that | 
oh: they might have cfcaped perdition if they would have made uſe of | 
WI: | his meanes is not ſufficiently heeded nor obſerved. Might not the. 
Þ | world then have eſcaped both drewning and hell too, if they would | 
wh. have hearkened to Noah and beleeyed him, and followed his in- | 
PN ſtruſtions. Did any thing hyt their owne wiltullnefſe and heedleſ- | 
| neſſe thut them out of the Arke and our of Heaven,and thruſt them | 
 downe into the Deluge and into Hell? Brethren, God magnifies : 
his mercies to the veſſells of wrath, he doth labour to bring them | 


| 
| out of their il! eſtate, he hath not ceaſed for many yeares to in- | 
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tice them to repentance by his long-ſuffering. Certainely this 
| ſhould magnific Gods goodneſſe ro us and make us to applaud | 
EY ' him exceedingly, and acknowledge the brightneſle of his Juſtice | 
1n their future deſtruction. O how juſt was God in the drow- 
 hing of theſe men £ is hee nor as juft in the damning of the fin- 
| ner: now + Lord be thou praiſed for thy mercy and forthy juſtice, 
and [et the one ſerve to cleare the other, and both to commend | 


| thee. ; | 
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3 Againe, I pray you now the the ſecond time to make a good 
E | uſe of Gods clemencie to you. He ſent but one Noah to all. the 
| world, who yet is ſaid to condemne the world, He ſends amongſt | 
' you to every towne almoſt one to tcll you of the judgement to | | 
come, and to ltirre you up to repentance. Now be intreated to. | 
s ' hearkenand obey, and to get you to the Arke, Brethren wee doe | 
' here in Gods name offer you aſſurance of pardon of linne, and (rec- [ 
dome from hell and death, if you will accept ir, O let not our PICa-. | 
' ching be in vaine. Come, come into the Arke, come into Chriſt | 
by true faich, into whom you are come by Baprtiſme in rclpet of | 
 ourward profcilion, The Arke was 2 houre of Chriſt, and Bap- 
| rifine is as ir were the Arke: O labour for the true Baptiſme with 
' the Spiiit rhat you may thunne and eſcape the Dcluge of Gods | 
| erernall wrarh and vengeance. Let vs not preach ro you-in vaine as | | 
| Noah Gid rothe old world. And preſent to your fclves the kideoul- | | 
| 
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ncfle of that plague, O how atd mens hearts ake within them 2 | 

how did horrour take hold upon them, when they ſaw the wa- ' 

tcrs rage {o furiouſly? O now did they find that jn experience | 
which they would not bclceve by Nos preaching | Whar cry» 
'ino, what roaring, what Jamentation did fill the Cities and Villa- | | 
'ocs2 they didnor dic of a ludden as in ile overtiowing of the Sca, | | 
but they diced by degrees, they had time to ger up upon hulls aad | 
trecs, and to foreſee and fore-feare their choaking by waters atore | | 
tt came, and to fee the Beaſts many periſhing betore them, many | 
looking for the fame ruine with them. Doth not this floud per- | 
taine to vol! 2 Dorh not it pertaine to you alſo? Doe you not here | 
tee, 1. The Omnipotent power of God, an his ab{olute and fove- 

'raigne command over all creatures. The Scaand Springs are his and 

will breake out upon us. The Cloudes and Waters above arc his and | 
will tall downe upon usto revenge his quarrcil. Hets Lord of Hoſts, | : 

O plant in your ſelves an holy feare of him, and ſay to your ſclves, | | 
ſhall he threaten and nor performe, who hath the whole world at 
hand to be ſerviceable unto him. If we would repreſent the Lord 
before our eycs accordingto his fcarcfull greatneflce, fo as to make 
us tremble and depart from finne, happie were wee. Doth not] 
Chriſt ſend us tothe old World, and doth not Peter alſo minde us! 
of this deſtruction by water. Surely the Lord is aterrible God till] 


he is now as terrible, as he ſhewed himſelfe then in the overthrow | 


by waters, | | 
Againe, you muſt in this plague ſee the juſtice of God, his will, Te 

' to puniſh ſinners by inflicting great evill upon them, that ſo you may! | 
' yet make the feare of him the more ſtedfaſt and more cfteRuall, tor! | 
as hee is of power to cruth the higheſt and ftouteſt and thole of grea- 
' teſt power inthe world, ſo he is refolved pon this courſe, and will] | 
| ſurely declare his excellency by making them ſmoake with moſt þ 
| heavie calamities, that dare advance themſelves againſt his authort- 


ko See here how ſevere God is, he will not ſpare the wicked, ” * 
| G will 2 


- q—_ _ <S 


YO VV__—_n FTIR .AT” 77 


_—— — — ———————_ —_ A 


= deg E A EE” @ io 
wk. ' Cr —_ 


v. 
7X 
x 4 


OD —_ _ — > — 


* os tru WY, 1 


EIS: The Exam ple of 


=] l 'ea for fire kept f}, jLOYE 4 


= ,. 


CuaPr.s, 


* 4 1040 th +> (! NIOCENT, [Ou [1 he ora LIC 1.00) TE TI WE” yet W1l] ' 


nming, but being come 1t's turious and irrcliftible, anc WIPCS Out 


to exccite hideous evills upon {1nners. Let them it they plcaſe tan- 


God wholy con liſting of mercy, they thall tina 1; im tuch 2S 11S 
5 -/ 


ord declcribeth, not as they themiclves have Countertened 5 


v E \ a *, 

hee will recompence vengearice on his Adverſaries, hce will nor 
D:tle thetr == v6 nOT roars. Hee will not be melted with their 
-omplaints, but utterly deitroy them according as his Word hath 


Eg Gs aa Le 
», hee anſwers thei! 


If, % WIL! TI1C I 1 1GE al 10 MC 1{11 C Gl ULNLITES CIS (Ic zi LLNFICS NG 
' % 


”— | Jon 
Pchold alio the cqu 'ty of Gods proceeding 


[ a. 
A 1 \ % * " T 749 gen Y £4 * } } , {} 
1car waters, Ail fichh corrumicd with finne, and all ficſh cur off to: 
[ - Ke 3 # ] { PR =E To Fe nia x "1 _ % | x \ _— 
[ \ LK LIE AL CY AGHAS 3 C)4Ciit Gilu TOW ILLIICL! ) Th. CCL S 


4 —— R - ” ” p44 #4 \S 4 + 1» A 7 7 4 4 
None tooke care to forbeire atmoſt any finne but Neab, and none 


Ine © Of MEN ſparing none. The Lora can tinde in his heat | 


avincfle of the Rroake antwer the delay. The floud was long a | 


S—————_— 


——— 


- — - — ——— 


"at } PR '% FW A N Inlev " 4a A "þ \ po Ny, { 11 - 1. 't1Þ ' . 
ih YY = VIC 5 V 6S/7 P L {} PURE 6G % DB B\ SLY PS, &37 [1C] 3 oy" | L064 v ho LETS ' ViTt vw» 21% 
SY ICY + 20 h [7 INIIiEtG iC) "e [ }'C: iilis 171. 4 \ TLI0LY: : hk. 4k bs 1091 COTINCTIY 
, OY 
| p % 4 \ - ay iy i x 7 /< "_# ] INT p TIC f / {fs as 
lic! DC OIT } 1) OUT TINO! 1 39 WC HNOUQG THINK US, 4 O04 [PAYCA 
F4 
' bh b- 5 EA FF-3 {7 . 4 o 
" ”, ns # # - 7 uw J 4 PF, A þ , / 4 
THJE Ole Yr OX 146 BJCEEVICY IV {Ui UCE [/ are . PelCs's Iiiit ICLET , ana 


- q , 4 | ue gp FF aa * CO My + j j© . + FI,10 TI LL Lo 7 an, _ #$ Y'Y » 4 
1% 4 OfCATC LINNITGE 10 wii Lit WC UOCNOL O! (Ci } LT OUT IELVYCS 11, INLIHICEC 


of ! = 
of theſe things to Ira: e our {cives to hmnÞle obedience. 


o 1 " ”y 
4 Ls F 7 * « 4 _ * & % 0 : 4 _ A 
Ca nc &1 6 O410eC FO CCI \ LIC vw O! C 


. - 


[t any ſay.but Go + Prom! 
w_ } 
| ' 

' hea: ha may Ty 6 - —_ . + 

| anivwec E [TUE, but he hath ncVYcl promiſed not T0 GCrYOWY! C [1 mers, 


ncithner hath hc ns poten = no. cO puni! {h the jj a with puniihmen = I 


fearcfull as this of perifhing by waters. God hath grear varicty of 


weaponsto wound his enemics, 1t he hath .cnounalil vic of one,he 


1: th others cl 10uch totake on tor that purpoſc, And Breti; rc en, i pray 


voutakenotice of what >». Peter tells us of, That as the world that 


arowned TL the WATTS, /o the world that LOW 


t | 1.74 1 FF f 1 (hh bein! 
BH/cf# TY (73 bt a f Fi! C4, 
herelleth us, that #t i by the ſame word re 
kL3% rc CL US, [ LTC tt [5 7 3H fITC WOUY F O- 


' m7 -3 [/ FC NPR 
175 [DD MAil per?, JJ 1 fires tO 


*O1 « of t tha $4 Orc AL lay } Th :Qrc Nos, torctold ol t e115 os gc. Th art 


day is lonoer bciore IT come, but ir ſha!l be more terrible when fit 


Þ Hnes, for the hear A) ſoale Ba AWAay with Fa | worſe, as kt [1C -holy Apo- 


1rainſt the time to come. The Prophet Enoch 


—_— pm _ 


{te 5 you. Now asthe 1ightcous Noah ſhewed a way how to cſcape 


E 
\ 


hat water,even repent andecti Intothe Arke,ſo we ſhewa way howto 


eſcape that fi e, repent and turne unto the Lord, otherwiic when he | 
hill come in flames of fire, you ſhall re ceiverhe ju udgement of eternall | 


deſtruction Wha fore the prelence of his glory. 
1 ſo to ponder vpon t that grcat miſery which fell | 


- +—_ bciſecchy 


upon the old W ay 1 cha you may be the better for knowing allthe 
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NE more Wn of one Noa then ot all the 


5 worl IA - the un illy, Having laid before 
2 yourhe a te Example of that moſt wicked 


will now ipeak e Of one goaly man which 


live C in the | [ame tin TS Vw il h them; and {aw 


deſtruction. His name was Nga”, the word {1gni fieth reſt, and We 

have a reaton given us ol impoltng that name Dy ns Facher, ung 

C,209, This {ame Ball comfort its COM CEPIHI!T CHEY WOYKE anda the oyle 

0ty Ts s becaitfe of the errund which the Lord hath curſed It! S 1OMC- 
| Ps 


wh ar doubrtull how N64) was a comforter to the godly 11CKesS 
1 reſpect of thetr rroubles of all kinds, both thote they tooke 1N ſtrt- 


$3" 


ving againſt the bad 0310 of their tunes, and t the common labours 


of life in regard of the curſe that was gon out "gar { mans finne. 


The moſt probable Opinion 1s as [ thinke, that becauſe he was a Prea- 
cher of rightcoulnetle, and did more largely and plainely denounce 
Gods wrath againſt ſinners, and his bleſſing co the godly (for a Prea- 


cher of righteoulneſſc muſt needs doe both theſe things) therefore 
G 2 he 


Ne godly man is worth a whole million of 
>> ſinners, as appearet th in that the Lord made 


Cencration which lived before the floud, I 


them all {wept away with the belome ot 


\ 027 


2 — . _——— 


Wat i! 


_ — TI 


_ 
! 
Mi \! 
l [ £1 
| y/.4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
300 
| 
' 
/ 
| ; 
| £ ' 
| | d 
| "Fs 
x 
" 
| ot 
[\ - 


ce  Ey— Co EE CCI 
: 


A em  o_R. w— 
. 


s, 
| 


—C——— 


CO nets 


tO OO no en ——_ 


66 (Gr w, The Example of CuaP. 


| he gave much rctreſhing to the foules of the godly, and made all thetr | 
dabours cafie. Even as now it Gods people have apainefull Mini- | 
| ſter amongſt them, that ccaſeth not to acquaint them with GVods, 
' mercy and juitice, and to revivethe remembrance of Heaven and all 
the Promiſes in their hearts, they live much more comlortab!y, then 
any outward thing without this helpe could make them to live. So it 
| was in thoſe times alſo with thoſe godly Patriarkes. Againe, as it * 
| would be agreat comtort to good men now, if any man were {cnt 
P. by God to aflure them of the laſt day of judgement, for they 
| would even lift up their heads and rejoyee: ſo Neab in telling of ! 

' rhe floud which to that world was a kinde of judgement-day eid | 
 crearly ſolace the ſpirits of the good againſt all their ſorrowes, | 
Now this Noah was the ſonne of Lamech the forine of Merhuſe- | 
/ah in the 1056. yeare of the world. He was the tenth after Adam 
incluſively, borne after CAdams and Seths death, and Henochs tran- | 
lation, and lived to ſce the death of Enos, Kamnan, Mabalaleel, La-| 
red, cAabufelah and Lamech. I his is all we have ro ſay of his Birth | 
| | or entrance into the world. | 
| This In Now concerning his lite I pray you conſider foure things, 1, His | 
coOdnefle. 2. His bad decds. 3. The forrowes and miſcrics he met | 

with. 4. The benefits God gave him, And Ictus make uſe of all | 


Ip 


\W1til. 

'as we oe along and {o come to his death laſt of all. 
Inwhih | Firſt for his goodnefle, it 15 fet forth in the Scripture generally | 
Hs vertnes. and particularly. In generall theſe rhree things arc athrmed of him, | 
1.lngenerall, | _ | 6.2 l : 
Gep.6.9.Hewas a ju/t may and uprizht,or perlect, and walked with Gol, 


\\as 4 pertect 


| 

| 

| min +14 wal- Before it is affirmed of Herech that ber walled with God, and the | 
l 

| 

| 


: 


Zoqiwhis 8 Genes Scripture told usalſo of CAvet, rhat hee obtained a divine teftimo- | 
ny that hee alſo was juſt, and 79 is ſaid to. have bcene a pertet 
man, yea it 15 added by way of amplification to his goodnefle that ' 
hee was 4 jſt man and perfett in hs generations, that is, in his owne | 


bs | - | time, in thoſe moſt ſinfull daics when all were naught. Noah was 
=. | good when all had corrupted their wates, he was fincere and up-. 
aj | right in his waics. For this ts the trueſt commendation of vertue, 
| | when it keepes a man unſpotted of thole evils whichare every where | 


practiſed in the world. 
Ler us now requeſt youto conſider of your ſelves every man whe- | 


4 f | ther he be a Neal. Surcly\none but Neahs ſhall be admitted jnto the | 

a | Arke, and efcape the waves of deſtruftion : none but Noahs (hall | 

Wh |  finde favour with God, and be delivered from cternall death. Who. | 

We | foever cannot approve himſelte to be ſuch a one as this good man, let | 

by him never dreame of commingto Heaven, | 
on who is a juſt man 2 who a perfet who walketh with / 

God ? | 


non  Tanſwer, A juſt man is firſt he that renounceth his owne juſtice 
Et which is of the Law and imbraceth the rightcouſneſſe of faith, | 
| even the righteouſneſſe which is of God by faith, relying wholy 
| Upon the merits of Chriſt and Gods mercy in Chriſt, for pardon 
: ts of | 
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of his offences and accepration of himſelte and his indeavours to fal- 


every man. He muſt ſee and contelle his owne unrighteoutneſſe, and 
utterly diſclaime his owne righteouſnefle as knowing that it is no bet- 
cer then a menſtruous rag, in retpect of his juſtification. Doe you 
|rhis my Brethren « Arc you made to {ce your ſelves grievous fin- 


|yation. The Scripture witncſferh that Noah was an heire of this 
rightcouſnefſe, Heb.11.7, And this is that that mult be firſt tound in. 


{ners, fuch as in your iclves muſt needs be damned, and carinot 


poſſibly bee ſaved by the worth and merit of your owne good- 


o 


.ncllc, 
- | Secondly, arighteous nan muſt ſtay, reſt, depend on, beleeve in 


the rightcouſne fe of Jeſus Chriſt, labouring to build up in his own 
| heant a particular pertwaſton and aſfurance, that the Loid of Hea- 
ven will :cccpr him as perfcctly righteous 1n the name arid mmed.a- 
'110n of Jeſus Chriſt his Sorne, and that alone, for ſo was A br4- 


am wade partaker of thar bleſſednefle, which ſtood in the impuring 


unto him of righteouſneſſe without workes, and Abraham. is the 
Father of the tairhtull, as he was juſtified to muſt all we be juſti- 
hed, and no otherwiſe, See into your ſelves, doe you rcly upon our 
Dlefied Saviour the Lord Jeſus for pardon of your finnes* or doe 
you waver from him or ltay vpon any other beſides him 2 

Laſtly, a righteous man mult himticlte alſo worke righteouſneſſe, 


R om 4. 


| and give himſclfe ro be a ſervant of righteouineſle, thar is to ſay, he 

| muſt reſolve and indeavour to leave every finne by Gods Word con- 
| demned, and to doe every duty by Gods Word. commanded, and 
| thar alſo for Gods ſak- with reference to him, and out of a defire to. 
| pleaſe him, that is, to keepe his favour. This 1s arighteous man. He | 


| ſtrives in all things to plcaſe God according to his Word, but fin- 
| ding his defe&ts bewailes them, and reſteth alone on Gods good- 


'neſſe 1n Chriſt for pardon and ſalvation. If you be fuch, then | 
xre you Noahs indeed and ſhall ſurely bee ſaved, if not you. 


bee bur diflemblers, and no ſhew of religion ſhall ſave you from | 


| deſtruction. 
Therefore all of you that are not ſuch, I pray you feele your un- 


| happinefle, you are not good enough to goe to Heaven yet, what-. 


foever you have imagined of your ſelves. Theretore alſo now ſccke 
to be ſuch, begin with lamenting your unrighteouſnefſe before God 
and craving pardon and helpe, and ſo proceed to pray for and indea- 
'vour afterall the things before preſcribed. Be the better for Noahs 
; example. Let not this ſtory be preached unto you in vaine: you 
; know Neah was one whom God loved, whom God hath ſaved,ſtudy 
'to be ſuch as Noah, What riches he had, the Scripture takes no 
notice of, but righteous he was, ſtudie you to be ſuch and be hap- 
' pierthen all riches can make you. 

to be good in your generations, in thoſe things 1 meane whercin 
: your preſent times take generall liberty tro be nought, that ſo you as 


And eſpecially I pray you labour to follow Ne inthis onething, | 


( 
' 
' 
[ 
| 


e 
i 
| 
[ 
x 
! 
| 
' 
x 
' 
' 


[ 


4 | Noah. 


On ING i 2 
_ — —_ 
. 


— — ——_ ES > 
* 


Tn ——. 
 —_——t eee ns CO re ES” 
——— 


_— —_— _ —_ 
—— I o__—<—- 2 Oe OC — A Cq _ 


- —_—  — 
. 


at. 9 III Ol OTE oe. — 


” 
3 6. 


>» 


 tauirs wiicharc allowed almoſt of all. 


—— I I ei een end 


TEN, The Example of C nar 6. 


- wm — om 


Voah may at once glorifie God and condemne the world. What 


evill things all doe commit thoſe doe you forbeare, what good 


things all doc neglet, thoſe be you more carefull to performe. 
Many things are growne into common faſhion, ſwearing, pride in 
"PPa rel, formality in religion, cov ctouſnelle, monſtrous fathi Ons, 

hapen Jong haire, O be yee in theſe things careful to avoid the 
C - whiclis-n the world. M ſany good things are growne quite 
out of all taſhion almoſt, conſtant 'reading Gods Word, holy conte- 
rence, keeping a treaſure or purſe for God in your houſes, meditati- 
on of Gods Word, and carefull ſanctitying of the Lords day. O 


| {trive to pcrto! me theſe duties, He that 15 ©0900 alone accor ding to 
the common ſtreyne is Ifollowly-good, wee muſt be pure of thoſe 


1} 


Put let us confider the particular good things noted of Now Firſt, 
S. Peer teftiihies of him, that hee was a Preacher of r1911:c0! = elec, 
meaning of that rightcouſneflc whercot hee was allo an hcire and 
practiſcr. All youcannot be Pre achers ot rightcouſnetle by [pectall 
office as Noah was, this bi iONgs 2lone-:to us Mimifers, and O thar 
Wo COliIC Icarneto be 1 tke N oat in = PL2CCS, continuing taichfully 
to teach men the will of God and call them to repentance, and to 
true righteoutndle in Chriſt and good lite in themſelves. Surely 
Noah had fender ericouragement, tor we doe not reade of atiy one 


man that heeded his Preaching, he ut any other might cemplaine 


- _— — 


that oo [2bour was 1n vaine, "hat his time and irength Were 


Ca) 


[pen | 110 purpolc, We that arc Preachers muit imitate him in a pa- 


tient oy 12100 of our duties, whatif God doe not vouchiate to work 


with our labours? to bring men to rightcouſneſſe, ſhall we be diſ- 


— _ 


heartned 2 No no, but following this good man, continuing to doe | 


Gods worke and looke for our reward trom him. 
And againe, I callupon you for great thankfullnefſe ro God, for 


Cn; «kX 


this' Kings iome, and hath vouchſated to hold mee. in this office 
amongſt you for theſe thirty yeares or thercabouts , I have Preached 


Cy 


& "_- Z 


riohtcouinefle amon 0 you according to that meaſure of knowledge 
and uitcrance that God hath vouchtafed mee. O ler mee have ſome 


& & %.4 


better encouragement from you then Noa had trom the old world, 


FAN. Li %. 


t he h; iy {et many Preac ners of rightcouſnelle amoneſt you in 


and indeed 1] have had, and I blefle God, and I blefle thoſe among | 


you trom whom I have had it. Some of you have becne careful! 


hearers to the preaching of righteouſn eſſe, and have turned your | 
'Ecte 1Nto the paths of rightcouſneſle, The Lord Rabliſh you in | 
thoſe happy waics for cver. And one thing now I beicech of you, | 
that you be ſuitors unto God to raiſe up to all the places that have | 
not Preachers, and to continue to them that have ſuch as Noah was, 


Preachers of riehreouſnetle, which themſelves allo will practiſe ; . 


cl ipecially, I require'you not to forget your felves in this towne, | 
but inake it one Part of y OUr daily ſupplicarions LO God, C6) rant | 


you aiucceiſion of Preachers of righteouincſlc when my ſclte muſt 
cave 


— _——— -—_ = — 
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(CHIP 
leave you, God knowes when, O Lord let there never want ſo 
{ long as this Towne and Church {tandeth, a taithtull Preacher of 
righteoulſheſſe to ſupply this roome in which I now ſtand amoneſt | 
| you this day. | 
But ſecondly, Noa is commended for his faith. By fatth Noah = Had fair) 
{(faith the Author ro the Febrewes) did,grc. you muſt all labour ro T—_— | 
gctthis ſame taith. This is the grace of graces commended in Abel, | 
in Henoch before named, and now in Noah, without which we can- | 
not poſſibly pleaſe God, | 
Bur what 1s this faith you will aske mee * | 
I anſwer, I will ſhew the nature of faith unto you : Ir is that grace What faith is. 
by which a man aflcnts to all thar God ipeaketh for the authority | 
| ſake of the ſpeaker. This is the nature of faith in generall. Under | 
' it 1s comprehended that which is called juſtifying faith, being an | 
| allent rorhe Promiſes of the Goſpcll,or of the new Covenant upon 
' the ſame ground. This aflent is double, firſt generall ro the word 
| generally ſpoken, and particular to a particular concluſion duely de- 
' ducted thence concerning ones ſelfe, And whoſoever doth truly 
affent to the generall, muit needs aflcnt to every particular concluded | 
vnder the generall, becauſe the contradiftion of an univertall propo- 
f1110n 15 made by aparticular contrary to it, and the generall is ac- 
' countcd falſe 1t1t may be denicd or be denied of any particular, for 
Example, it I fay allthe twelve Apoſtles were godly men, and 
' another ſay one of them as 1444s, . was not a godly man, though a 
 cleven were good, yet becauſe this one was not ſo, he hath ſhewed 
' that propoſition to be falſe. Now then, marke that faith yeelds a 
; double aſſent: Firſt, to the thing generally ſpoken : Secondly, to 
; theparticular concluſion contained therein and thence deduced, and. 
| this aſſent muſt be grounded upon the bare authority of God the 
| ſpeaker in reſpe& of his perte&t and infallible truth, becauſe ir 
 judgeth him faithtull, therefore it elteemes his words true, not be- | 
| caule it can ſee reaſon for things in his owne diſcourſe and underitan- 
| ding. This is faith, tor example, God ſaid to Noah there ſhall be 
'2 floud to drowne all the world, there was no reaſon to thinke it | 
ſhould be ſo, but God ſaid ſo (warming Noah of things nor ſeene as Fetter | 
yet, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes) and theretore Noah was verily per{wa- | 
| ded, rhar there ſhould come ſuch a floud to deſtroy all mankinde. 
| | Againe, God promiſed Noah that if hee would build an Arke, God 
; would fave him and all his family, and all that would come with | 
| him into the Arke, There was no naturall likelihood tor this neither, 
| for inſuch afloud an Arke or the beſt ſhip inthe world could nor 
keepe men ſafe, but that with the furic of the waters they would. 
| | have beene daſhed againſt ſome rocke or other, and wracked, yet | 
| God ſaid ſo to Noah and he belcevedit for himſclte and his family. 
[Th you ſee was Noah. his faith. And I call uponyou to conſider, | 


Noah. — Cnare 


— 
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whether you have this faith or not. Doe you aflent to all the narrari- 


(ons, promiſes, threats of Gods Word, even becauſe God the | 
| ___ Author 
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meane a feare of caution as they call it, whereby a man is made 


waric to ſhunne and cf{cape the evill. Therc is 4 paſſ:onate feare | 
[whereby the heart is perplexcd, the joynts thake, and tuch natural 

| bodily accidents doe foilow it. This tcare aritcth trom the bod! 
|prelence Or iM1n1nent Ganger of ſoine ſenftble evi, ana Xeah did 

;not {0 tearc the | aud. There is ano: her ationall tcare as I may we'll a gauitc fer 


| NQUMC 1T, by which : 1M1an appreher ds T3 evil L11Ng ro COMe X iO QS 
| he 15 1 adc carctull to ſhunne, Prevent, and dares not 017179 it upon 


| iimfſelte. And this fears lookes on thin oS a great way oft, ly gb 

| IC TE '\ oftc r the [}] {ce V'ES to the { NCCS, 1nd irch Was N ahs Cy 

| mos | : UC h a feare fairh will evermore bring with it, i wilt could 
\ man ſhall not dare ro doe the rhinos tforbiddon on of an appre- 


* 
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Nreats, Got you feare t] te Curie of the Law, the wrath of. God,hicll 
Es dam \3UON; with ſuch a feare as makes you vic the meancs to 
C IPC © THICIC TY ils, ana in? + = You Cannot 20D ),4Ml TO doc TIC 
- VEPT 09-87 |; C ' 
GUNAS noxinſ which the L ipcakctn theſe tinros., it you brag of 
| C . v. 
* , k y # "> wu _ Lioom 14 vow by i mts beef 
' fath in Gods PLOMILeS 3Nyg have no. faith in his three, y 9ug Fatt 
' ? ' . } ' TTY 4 "BE , Fa 1 "Rt E 
| IS aV: une Tel Cie, an 4 n: BEGS C Palntca Or ccal ra, OF HO MAN CI 


Y F © F! 


Crevit any thing W HE _ $00 ipeakern't LA Qoe not credit all fofarre 
i.1s he knowes and conſiders Ir, becauſe God cannot be deceivea tn 


- 


any thing. And it you fay you belceve Gods threats and coe not. 
icare, 1 [a 7 agaINe, be notmov edt through | feare to doctherthings by 


which you might clcape thoſe ey we Lil! ror Cven to torſake the 
finne and rcp cnt, CCraung 1y 1 YOu deceive your icives and doe nor 
| beleeve, Now It is mott evict ne, that mo't men cnmertaine Gods | 
threats without any feare, They are. not aff-Qcead at ail with the 


APES , { 
[1 arc 


— uwuwcd o- - - 


.ſay of theſe cvilis, there! fore It ts ſure they have no faith. ICE 
y our want of faith by the ad{cnce of this never failing cftetracreor, 
and COL { 1 your {elves wich 2 | is = f2ith no longer. And now 

' pray Godto plant in your hearts ſuch a fea ire of his threats as hah 
Sts ne jaid . Tr is a moſt wholcſome thing to ha re t] e ſoule over- 

awed wit! Tru preheniton of the evills w hich God der Nounceth againſt 

| evi]Il-doing, be thercdy kept downe, {o that by nath no Courage 
© lift it {clfc c up to naughty deeds. Blcfled 1s he thar thus fearcth. 
 alwates, O that you would worke ont -your ſalvation in this ſcare and 
tremblinz, O thatthe fame minde might be in you ti1ir was 1n oodly 

| 146! who ſaid that terrour from God did keepe him from doing any 

| wrong to his {eryant,and that of the holy Apoſtle S.P; l,who ſaid that | 2Cor 5.21, 

| knowing this terrour,he did perſwade men and was made manite{t 

| \'o God. Let thoſe threats,rf you live after the fleſh you jhall die, and Row,9.vz. | 

| :heſe that doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit the kinzdome of God, and for a. T- 

| | theſe things {ake the wrath of God comes on the chilaren of diſobedience, Col.z.o. 


= 


_— _ 


| |and many the like be often in your mindes, let them awe you and | 
hold under the ſtrength of your corruptions, cauſing you to denie 
| your. 
- —————————— — —— —  ————— —_— —_ 
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WIE i. 1 he Example of Cunard. 


' E LEY -« b 2 © | 
CIVES All unja) awtull profits, plealurcs and cft<Rs of finne, and to 


wir owne wills, and to {ct your (clves to do the things that 
re moſt contrary to fieth ana bloud, The feave of the Lord ts to  depar! 


his fcar- of the Lordis the begin: 109 of true javing wil | 
tO ns that thus ſeare arc all the Prom Kiles of the Goſpe!! 
C2 It 1$ 10 one word (aid, thoſe that feare the Lerd ſhall want 


% k 4+ +» 


: Never thinks that your fah is right and good it it donor . 


T8FF)// Fo, INCVCI LIN 
: #4 
Droduce this feare, tor faith imuit acknowledge God to be faithtull j 
ij | G10 = ol 25 wWcil as Promitcs, and this grace is that 
} 
1 


: which being planted 1nthe heart of man, doth keepe hun from a 
lifo away from tath, doth on the oule to ſalvation, Hr Wo! 
Ling in it this 00d and VErtuous Feare Ol d2mnation : as taith Fu 

-ahtrom drowning by making him holily to feare droav ling.” 

Now the I: q Verilic of Nea iS, tat hc built on Arke 25 {1:94 Dad 

1m. and {fornifhed ut with all {g0Cc, and Went INTO It at thc time ap- 
pointed, and received in with himfclic and family al manner of 
Buaiſls and Birds that cond not Jive but on drie ground: two and two, 

d female of the uncleane that were nut fit for foode and Sa- 

C1i fix nd 7.ands. of thoſe that were cleane, tat 1s fit ior ioode 
nd Sacnficeat Icaft torthe laſt. 

ore is his faith which brought forth obedience to the word of 

od, in fucn W os Which ſcemed ridiculcus to the world, and 
nade him a laughing ſtocke unto all rhe worid almoſt: Noah for- | 

0h the you nocit = the Patriarkes, hce will needes be tnought 
\ ave bett tor acquaintance with God, then cit tha Heroch or Methn-. | 
{clah or Lame: any of his Grandt. arncrs! har have lived or do live. | 


Nons 0" pa COU #7 [CC 4 floud comming, none of them had a tancy | 


otthe worlds bc: my drowned, none of then bethought himſelfe of | 


| Th this fcllow hath corn ſome new ICYCIation, | 
ith, nd hee 1s a Fern: a huge thing like a Cheſt almoſt !o Tong,evc. | 


"B oye \inkrhe man is not in his right wittes ! Bretheren youcaſly | 


xk 4\ W AUJULLLI 


Per! ' Your {cIves, thar this good man was laden with the! 


! _ . ; 
"0 SLY Toſs, an Ark k. 11t 


| | Yay 
#1Y eds S, et the 1:ke behind his! ba Ke, and Ike alſo before hindice, 
__K.cas N. andro his very tecth. For wicked wittes will never ceaſe gybing ar 

_ 3 > 08 tholc goodthing "SLANT croſletheir ſence and reaſon, Yer Noahobeyed, 

{od To went 63, built rhe Arke, thatis, was obedicntto God in 2 thing tha 
w 1 x him ridiculous to the world. So will trite Faith do, it will | 
'E Make EANEY obcy thy Lord in tho{c actions by which hee 11 ill make | 
iy himſclie a derifion to all men almoſt, and more then 2 deriſion, a } 


— 


ſe | *\9 1 ' > " , . 
I | | as will make all men to beat Gods becke in ads of that nature as will 
"4 > cauſchim robe blamed and deſpiſed of all the world, as ve ſcein 


| £4 072/42, in Moſes, and in all thole almoſt thar are reckoned upin 


fi | ay prey and ſpoile too, The Obedience of Faith is ſuch an Obedience 


- _ - 
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the 11. of t| __ », Becaule tt makes a man firmely and ſtedfaſtly to | 
apprehend greater, good things and greater cv:ll then thoſe thar are * 
lo t thoſe viſible ones do not ſway him and rule on him ; 

{CC | 


2 greater danger orevill, will calily caſt himſclfe upon 
a : 


a -- 00D VE 4 x 


—> 


| 
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Gen. Noah. 
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| Be ſo long in affliction as God will have you, goe not out till hee 


the Raven and the Dove, uſe the beſt meanes you canto helpe your 
ſclves, eſpecially by prayers to God, and you may remove the co- 
 verivg of the Arke, you may looke round about by faith, and with 
joy ſee your deliverance comming forward, bur keepethis as a cer- 
| raine concluſion, not to ſtirre out of anyeſtate though never{otrou- 
' bleſame, till you have good warrant ftrom God going before and 


| guiding you. 


? 


| 


| Gods proteRion truſting on him for ſafety. H-re was no malt, oare, | 


| 


| . ' . | 
|der it was that the billowes did not caſt ic overand over, that they | 


-- => —-— I <> — — C—_— 
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1 farre lefſ? to ſhun the greater, ſo contrarily agood thing, And (© / 


much for Noahs goodnefle before the floud. 


* " R 7 
Now ſcc in and after the floud how he carricd himſclfe, Hee en- | Noats good. 
tred into the Arke as God bad him, and commicted himlelfe rg 045 1 whe 


't 


j 
« 


rudder, canvaſle or marriners to ſicere and guide this vellell, a won- | 


' did not breake the barres by their continu<d rage, and that it had not | 
I 


| periſhed with all its burden. Bur in went Noa taking all the Beaſts | 


(with him, aſſuring himfelfe to be ſatz, for ſo God had told. Here 
'1$ an cxccllent act of faith, cven ro uſe Gotis mcares of attaning the | 
024 things promiicd, and there reſt himſelte wirhour any furcher | 


--rkirg and perplexity of mind, This wasthe a &t of Nowbs taithail | 


| O 


| and then promiſe our ſclves the wiſhed effe&, and trouble our ſelves | _ 
| with ro further feare and diſmayedneſle as S.Peter faith, doing well | © F*3-0 


and not being diſmayed with any feare. O how happy would our | 


{ 


lives be in the midft of a deluge of dangers, if we could thus enter 
| into our cloſets as it were, and ſhut the doore: I meane uſe Gods 


; 
! 
1 


; 
, 
; 


| 


| 


(11. Foudrime, hee heard it raine as if Heaven and Eirch would come | 
.ygcther, he perceived the cloudesto be in a fury with the ſonnes of ! 
cn, the waters raged and roared, and through the windowes hee | 
n'2\,t ee how all was changed intoa Sea, yet there he kept himlclte | 
quicr, and made account, that himſelte and his houthold ſhould do 
well enough inall this confuſton of nature. Hee had Bearcs, Lions, | 
'igers, Wolves and all manner of devouring beaſts within the Arke, | 


| 
| 
| 


hee was never awhit afraid of ſuch neighbours, but refted himfcltc | 
peaceably upon Gods promiſes. O Beloved that we could do lo 
for our ſoules, for our cſtates, for every thing, uſe Gods meancs. 


' meanes and reſt on him. 
Ag1ine, Noh continued in the Arke till God bad him come our 
hee perceived the waters to ceale raging, 'hee diſcovered the tops of 
the mountaines : hce ſends out the diſcoverers, the Raven and the 
Dove, and learnes by them great abatement, and he ſees with his 
eyes all day when he had removed the top of the Arke, yet hee 
ſtirres not out {1]] God bad him goe out, who had bidden him goe in, 
So muſt you do my Bretheren, you mutt tarry in the Arke as it were 
ſo long as God ſees fit and not make haſt out of it of your owne heads, 


Icade you out, you may with the time of deliverance, and ſend out 
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Noahs good:- 


Now art laſt ſee what good Neah did after the floud, hee built an; _ _ the 


H Aba.” 
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: Noahs hancs, 
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| Cnar,c, 


| 


Aitarto God and offere: { aciifice in tl? anke 5 forhi $deliv erance, and | 


:in a delire ro i rame his houthold to true piety, and to cltabliſh rhe 


worthip of God { amoneſtrhem, O let each of us Icarne carctully ro | 


acknowledge Gods g90dn n-Ae 1n great dzliverances, and to offcr | 


him the ſacrifice of praiſe, it hee have ſafe guarded us from the r2 
toy ds of adverlity and calamity. And let us be carcluifig 
e:ablith and ſctup the worſhip of God in ourfa; "ul and at _ 
Our eng plc oublikely and privately every way, Build Gods a'rar, 
ofter Gods ſacrifices , | mcane exerciſe Gods religious wotlk D, 
p: ay, heare, read, mecitate, come to the. Sacraments : fer not 
' Gods ordinances at variance. Doe not picke quarrells with any one 
 otthem, exalr notone to deprefieanother, Jet chem all goe together 
1n their times, and efpecially performe the true meaning of chele ſa- 
crifices. Offer up - ſacrifice of Chriſt in a perpetu: 1 renewing 
of the memortall thereof in your [OLICS TO God and rene W1 :gofyour 
faith in ir, offer vp the ſacrifice of a contrite ſpirit an wroke n heart, 
fighing daily for daily finncs and infi: mitics, offer the rifice of 
earnelt prayers for all good things, and of hearty preiles ; for w! 14t 
wee have received already, and offer vp your (elves co God by 
| him ro be ſantihed to doc him faithful ſcrvice jnall! anly ob2aience 
'toall his holy lawes. Betrucly, hcartily, uprightly rei1gions and de- 
voute in your whole lives. 
| But next, Noa/ planted a vineyard, hee fell to husvbantry, for my 
part ) doubt not but that God had made vines trom he firſt t, and 
{that though wee heare of no vineyard, yet there might have beene 
\ſtore of them. But howſocver No4) ict himſ-lfc to his calling, to 
| husbanc iry. O let us every man follow him and give himſclſcto his 
| husbandry and his vineyard, the tradeſmans trade is his vineyard, 
: | every mans calling is his vineyard, be like Noah fall ro planting and 
6G refſing this vine. 'Abhorre idleneſſe, have ſome vineyard, O how 
| miſerable is hee that hath nothingto do 2 O how unhappy athing is it 
tobeinthe worldas a cipher in Arithmeticke, 
Bur laſtly, Noah is a faithfull Propher, and pronouncetn Gods 
' curſe even againſt his owne ſonnes, herein he becomes to us a pat- 
\rerne of fidelity in the calling of a Miniſter, even to denounce all 
things that God puts into our mouthes againſt all perſons, how neere 
and deare ſoever they be, and fo of all Governours, to puniſh their 
intcriours without partiality, wharſoever their offences be, 
Andrhus you have Noa/s goodncfle, ot his badnefſe we have ſome- 


thing related too. 


"I | _ 


! Hezwas | Fiſt, that hee dranke of the wine which he had planted ſo over- 
Ccy libcrally, as that hee was drunken, in his drunkennefle diſcovered at 


nakedneſſe, being bcfides himſelfe with exceſſe of wine, he had no 
care to keepe thote paris covered which nature would have to be con- 
cealed. So his Sonne Chim finding him lying in this immodelſt fa- 


{hion, was ſcandolizedand drawne into a great offence. 


 Herewelearaeto take heed of drunkennefſe, and of all immodeſt 
| carriage, 
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carriage, which being bad in cafe of drunkennefſe, muſt needs be | 
| worſe when a man is ſober and hath ability ro conſider betrer what | 
' he doth, and to 'refraine from ſuch unſcemely deeds. Brethren, if 
any of you have beene drunken, if any have in his drinke or 
| otherwiſe perpetrated immodeſt and leud acts, I befcech you tcarne 
' of Noah to repent of it,and be aſſured that upon your repentance 
you ſhall finde pardon. And I pray make not your foules bolder to 
; perſiſt in drunkennefſe, by abuſing Noahs example, for he offended 


. © : q 
| bur oncethis way, and through weakeneſſe it may ſceme, inthat be- | 
| 


ing deſirous to refreſh himlelte after ſo long penfiveneſle in the floud, 

he was freer then was fir. Let not his once offending out of weak- 
{nefſe make you bold to doe the ſame ftinne 100 and 190 times, yea | 
| be you more caicfull ro avoid that trefpaſſe which ſped fo ill with | 
| Noah. Drunkenneſle will make every man diſcover his nakedaefle, if | 
|not of body yer of minde. There is no crime ſo nororious, bur the | 
' drunken man will caſt himſclfe into ir, if occaſion offer it ſelfe, as 
we may ſee alſo in Lot, Wherefore know yee that a good man may | 
'be overtakenthrough infirmity with ſome ſuch groſle finne, but he | 
will aot wallow tn this mire, he will not all5w himſelfe in the pra- 
Riſe of it, and give over himſclie to be drunk day by day, wecke by 
weeke. And as for theſe groffe externall as of cvill, you are to be. 
ſo much morecarcfull to avoid them, by how much God hath given 
you more power to forbearethem, for a man hath powerif he willto | 
forbeare drinking, and therefore if he doe not leavethis fault, iris be. 
ctuſe hee will not, and the cuſtome of finning doth make the will 
{o inthralled to evill that a man will needs doe «, not needs muſt 
| doe it, whirher he will orno, which is ſo farre from cxculing the fault, 
that it aggravateSs it —_— 
| Teabelovedtakeheedof all immodeſt and undecent carriages,by 
diſcovering the ſhamefull parts : for if this were a ftnne in a drunken 
man, that had not underſtanding to know he did amifſe, how much 
.inore in 4 man that is {ober which knowes he doth evill and will 

doe It, 

Now you have Noahs faults and his vertues. Looke upon his crol- 
cs and his benefits. | 
| His crofſcs were beſides the common miſcries of mans life which 
' he ſuffered rogether with others, Firſt, he ſpent his time in vaine Prea- 
ching and no man regarding it. 

Secondly, he lived to ice all mankinde deſtroyed and to behold 
a fearefull deluge, and for a whole yecre and more (for the floud 
| began on the ſecond moneth and ſeventh day of his 600 yeere, and 
| he came not out of the Arke till the twenty ſeven day of the ſecond 
| moneth of his 601. yeaze) hewas asir were impriſoned in the Arke, 
\ ſhat up amongſt the beafts and other creatures, 

' Thirdly, he had agracelcſſe wicked ſonne and was put himſfelfe 
to pronounce a Curſe againſt him with his owne mouth in the name 


{of God, for he did it not out of anger or diſtemper, but as a Prophet 
| H 2 in 


— 
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Noal 5 crofles 
1 No man rc- 
garde h:s 
preaching. 


2 Hee hived tot. 


ſee all man- 


kind deftroyed | 


3 Hee had a 


wicked (on. 
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i234 IheLord ac- 
cepred this 13- 


Crifiicc, 


thinke of the crofles of FNodbtafii ohrt thy fol! 


\ 
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im kndw har he loved, liked and accept < 
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n993lof Cod to deliver Nis pcople fom common! calamiries, eſpecially 
” that ternall deftruction of Hel 11 fire thor muſt overwhelme the world, 
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l 
love and kindencfle to you though men {ceme to disiavour You, and 


God will be an arke unto them inrhe 
triumph as David, T will not feare though the waters rage, and thonrh 


_ DT _" "7 ———————— ——  - —__— 


inthe Name of God and by his inſt1gation and authoriry. 

Laitly hee lived to fee his oflpring atter the floud grow very naught * 
and fuflcr fearetull puniſhments. Hee ſaw the buildiag of the tower | 
of Babel, the e cilperiion of men trom Bave!l, rhe halying and quartering | 
of mens aces, the unverſall overfpreading ot idolatry, in ſo much | 
that 1hraVams tacher NaFor and Torah did nor e&:cape it. Theie crofles | 
di Noah tuttcr. 

Buckle your ſclves ro crofles, and be thankfullif you have not felt 
[0 SrIcyOus cv1 Is and univerſall as thoſe of Noah, Wee ſhould make 
our owne Tfcrics more tollerab!e by comparing them with the grea- 
ter miſeries of better men then on -{elves, that have gONe before us 
1 the like and worſe. Have you lead chi \dren 2 ſo had Noh Doc 
2 {o did Neah, Doththe world run 


» L 


ou labour 1n vaine 1n your places 
| tO Vi 1ckedn cle af ſo did tin N pals 1 ond A 
Againe Ict us feAre to tail-into thoſe finnes of his which atd bring 
IPO IM Sg! ear milcrie, Bo Nc. arun ke lc ft \ 0:1 oe ode « ſcandal] 


0 many throvel your evill ca Ir age, and leaſt G a {-r you to forme 
Need, whe 1 h: © Was 


Now goe and 


CO nn CN 


LO1IC TO pong nee 4 CNT.C ECQUT ſt n:s owne Ccnid. 
{It tram fin; 


Ard laſt of all confi icr his benefits, 1. Hee tound favour with 
', thatis, God made knowne his Inve 22d kinga-nefte to him, made 


! himto ite, fottts refti- 
A 


1d ot diversothers, Now lubourto be good, incourage yourſelves 
) plc: TY» with God Yau (hall find favor, Hoe make manifeſt his 
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the love of God is a thing ſo Pretion and comfortzble, rhar 'tmay 
well overweighall the anger wrath and di! plea aſure ofmen, Jt God 
favour you ro matter wh: 3 hateth you, and this all Gods people may 
be 1. dro find, Wo w valk ing 1 in an 2 wayes of right! -oul: elle with Noah, 
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Ao 71116 ah Was "Hell < by God to a courſe off: '1ng hit Mefies 


10 u d with his family and many othcr crearurcs, and accot- | 


fro m TC Q 
on deſtrution, This is 2 ſpeciall favour 
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This! encfic God will giveto all his Sznts, an; {fatcry alſo from com- 
-alamitics when hd time ſerves, and ſo farre as is fir, ifthey 


{irive : 20! Th inſt the COMmINmon lanes by 19 0:1raMINg 2nd Oppoſe the =. JPY 
midſt of , 2 deluoe, and they mav 
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the mom!: atiies be C uf trito the mid(? of the ſea, as then they were. Let 
all Gods pcoplc erchemi ES re ſolutely aoainſt common tinnes, and | 


God will oreſe rvethein from common judgements. 
Thirdly, The Lord accepted his ſacrifice, and reſolved hes 


would not drowne the world afy more, and made a covenant with 


Neah and a'l creatures, confirming it by the raine-bow, as a frgne 
thercot. 
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thereof, So Goa did ſhew his goodnefic to Noah, and gave him do. 
' minion Over all creatures, and power to cate fic{h, which before God 
had given them no warrant to doe, and therefore I ſuppoſe thegodly 
did not uſually unleſſein ſacrifice if then. And herein the Lord was 
| gratious to Noah, that for his ſake he made acovenanr. And he was a 
figure of Chriit in whom the Lord did make acovenant with all man. 
\kind, then the ſecond time, notto deſtroy them with erernall deſtru- 
ion, itrhcy would truſt in his mercy, and repent oftheirſinnes. For 


[ 
' 


' this temporall covenant was a thadow of thateternall, into which all 


| mankind was 2gaine admitted through Chriſt that was to come. Bur 
they did ſoone caſt of this covenant in running to other gods, which 
| may {ceme to be the onely finnetharthen did caſt the committers quite 
| out of the covenant, other ſinnes did keepe them from injoying the 
| good things of the covenant; but this did caſt them out of ir alrogether, 
ſo that having runne into that they were no longer in the covenant. 
| Now ſce Godsgrace more fully to us, that hath renewed this covenant 
| which is in Chriſt more evidently, and take we heede of caſting our 
ſelves out of it againe, by following ſtranze Mediatofs and Jeſuſſes, as 
Irhinke the Papiſts doe. Whoſoeyer doth ſceke to any other merits 
; but only thoſe of Chriſt, thraſts himſelfe out of the covenant of grace, 
; and Chriſt is become of noneetfe& unto him. 
| Laſtly, Noah had two Godly ſonnes, and this is afingular favour to 
| givea mana Sem and 7aphet, it he have a Cam, and that all his ſonnes be 
not diſcoverers of their Fathers ſhame. 
| Laſtly after 950. yeares Noah died, and fo muſt we all after not ſo 
long alife, O therefore prepare wee for the comming of 
death, that it may not take us away in the midſt 
of our impenitency, 
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THE SEVENTH 


EXAMPLE. 
O F 
HAM, NIMR OD, 
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— — — — 


es —— — —— 


Have offcred to your conſideration the Ex- | 
amples of the Old World, I proceede to : 
ſpeake of rhe World that now is, as S.Peter | 
L calles it, 1. from the floud to _4braham, and 
WF then from Abraham to the death of Joſeph, 
for there the Booke of ©Aoſes called Genefss is 
concluded. Now here firſt I will ſetbefore | 
you the bad examples of bad men, then the 
| good examples of good. Otthe bad we have 
Cam, Nimrod, particulars, and the builders of Babel in an heape as 
it were, and of the good wee haye Sem and apher, and the godly 
poſterity of Sem, whoſe gen ts noted to ſhew the age of the | 
world till Abram. 


79 


| 


| | 
Firſt J will begin with Ham and note his parentage and life, _— Ham, 


| his death in particular Moſes hath made no mention. For his 
[_—_ he was the fon of Noah borne to him before the floud after e| 


his 500.yeare. for to that age lived he before he becamea Father, and | 


\aer that inthe whole time ofhis life hee had no more children, _ | 
H 4 ®) 


His birth, 


, 
, 
1 


—— 
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' 
| 
| 
; In whicli 
| he was {aved 
.{1n the Arke 


| 


Luge . 
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Gen.' . The Example of CnavPrs6. 
of purpoſe it may ſceme giving him bur few children, becauſe his 
minde was to begin the preſent world with a few, as he did the. 


' firſt with one man, that ſo his bleſſing in the large increaſe of man- | 
| kinde afterwards might be more evidently diſcovered. Butthe youn-. 


' geſt ſonne was this Ham. 


/ Now for his life I marke three things 1n it. Firſt,the great benefits 


| God beſtowed upon him. Secondly, the great finnes he committed. | 


'T hirdly, thegreat puniſhments which God inflicted upon hin for his 
| finnes, 


| Firſt, God vouchſatcd to ſave him inthe Arke from the Deluge 


: 


the raging waves, and enjoyed the benefit of a miraculons preferya- 


| tion of thar little handfull of men, -whereof the Church viſible did 
then conſiſt. Wee fee that one was an Hypocrite, a diſſembler, a | 


' wicked unſanRified man, who though he continued a protcfiour of 
therrue religion, and worthipper of the true God with his Father and 


| Brethren, yet was deſtitute of true piety and continued gracelefle, a 


| ſervant of ſinne, voide of due reverence and charity towards his 
| aged Father, Gods Miniſter and the moſt holy man of all thoſe rimes, 
| and ſerved God with them alone in outward forme and faſhion. For 
' had he beene truly good he would not have run into fo foule a fin, at 
| leaſt he would not have perſiſted init yuthout xepentance as he did. 
| Seethenthat the Lord, ſhewes a great Jealdof patience, long-ſuffe- 
; ring and goodnefle to hypocrites in the Church, and maketh them 
| partakers of all outward benefits and priviledges which are beſtowed 
' upon the Church : ſo did 1ſhwael live in Abrahams family along 
time, and Eſarlonger in 1ſaacs.S0 Core, Dathan,_Abiram, and the reſt 
of thoſe rebels and murmurers were brought out of Zeypt, patled 
thorough the ſea, ſaw the miracles,and did eatre Manna,and drunk wa- 


1.His benches, of waters, ſo that he periſhed not with the world, but eſcaped with | 
' his Tacher and Brethren. Ir was a ſpeciall and fingular favour,tomake | 
rake che.Dc» | him one of the few, that 1s, eight perſons - that were delivered from 
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ter out ofthe rock,and. were ſhadowed with the cloud, and conducted | 


by the pillar of fire among the reſt of the ſons of 7acob, And I pray you | 


to take heed by this warning, of priding and pleaſing your ſelves in 
 this,that you be members of the Church,eſcape divers puniſhments,cn- 


—— 
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joy many mercies,live in goodeſteeme among the godly, and carrie 


' away as great credit as any other men in the Church. All his befe]! 


Cham a wicked Hypocrite,and at laſt a damned Reprobate.It is a dan- - 


© 


 gerous thing to flatter our {elves in a bad eſtate andto couzen our ſelves. 
with falſe arguments,making our ſely®7o truſt upona falſe concluſton, 


and to judge our ſelves Gods chi: * and in the ſtare of ſalvation, 


upon ſuch reaſons as have no verry nor ſtability in.them.' You live 
in the true Church, ſo- did Cham, you live amongſt godly men, 


have beene borne of godly parents, have beene inſtructed in thee 
doctrineof godlineſſe, ſo was Cham.” you have eſcaped great puniſh- 
ments, enjoycd great benefits, and beene well reputed of by godly | 


men: all this betcll. Cham, and all this notwithſtanding Cham was 
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curſed 
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curſed and damned and ſo may you. In after times, the Jewes brag-! 
ged of the Temple of the Lord, and the Temple of the Lord arc| 
we, and yet the Lord rejeRed them and caſt them our of his fight. 
In Chriſts dajes the Jewes bragged that Abraham waStheir Father, 
| for Tobn Baptiſis warning would not ſerve the turne to make them for- 
 beare ſuch idle boaſting of their Pedigree, but our Soviorr telleth 
them that the Divell was their Father; yea Indas himleite was one | 
of Chriſts Familie and Diſciples and Apoitics, and truſted with the | 
| bag, and yet a Divell. O therefore beguile nor your fcives with i!! 
orounaed hopes and build not upon 2 otten foundation. 


_ —-” m—__—_—_— —— __— — 


— 


| It you fay unto mer, Why then you Icave vs in uncertainty 
and 2ffoord us no ſure p !lar upon which to ground our hopes. | | 


+ 1. 


| anfwer, not fo, but 1 will turne you to {oine Icoxts of Scrip- 
ture that ſhall give you ſbre arguments of comfort, from which if 
YOu Can Conciuce Your {elves Gods people, thar you are ſo indeed 
nd not alore in ſhew, your comforts witl ho!d water as 1t were 1n 
the Cay of death and judgement. Jerem 7.3. the Prophet bids them | 
thorou rh ly amend their waies aud their dotaos and wot troft- in yin»! 
\ words. Loe thorough and univeriatl reformation of cheart and lite, | 


| n LAS oo ol lh, 7 "Mk JO p ' 6M OL. OY .-- $2: ' 
'rhat, that 15Sthe onely tuthctcnt proote of being Gods cmiluren, and 


fuch as {hall inkerir his Kingdone: allcharcin be alledocd withour 
this is no better then lying words which will deceive. So Tobn di | 
| ofrer reach the Jewes, Hf 41.3.9. Say not wee have Abraham for ony 
| Father, that Allegation will prove truitleile if it g0c aloe, bur what 

| muſt they dee more 2 Bring forth frutts meecte for repentance, that is,! 

frame your {clves to athcrongh retormation of your hearts and lives, 

and fo S, hn teacherth, Hee that deth rood is of God, hee that doth| +.Friit of 291 
evil hath act feene God, whoſocvcr he be that makes fo good ufe of 
thoic helpes which God hath {or that end provided in his Church, | 
'35 to attatne true repentance, true amendment of life, thar is, a con- | 
{tant and vprizhe care and endeavour to caft away all tranſgrefſions | 
and make im anew heart and anew ſpirit, reſolving in nothing to| 
 finne, burtnall things to walke according to the diteRion of Gods 
Word, and where he faileth ſtill continuing to lament and confelfc | 
it before God, judging himſelte, and craving pardon and helpe in 
'the name of Chiiſt, that man ſhall be ſaved, thar man 15 a foftd | 
| Chriſtian, that manis not a Cham, lct him rejoyce in God as a rue | 
 memberof the Church: but whatſoever clſe may be cither had or! 
done without this bringing forth fruits worthy of repentance, is no | 
 morethen way be alledged by ſome Cham or other, Therefercagaine, | 
1 beſeech you farishie not your ſelves with other things, but apply | 
your ſelves to this amendment aſ<r: and life with all ſpeed and | 
with all diligence. Let Cham bc your warning,truſt not in lying words, 
And further, now that you fee in the Arke among the cight | 


| 

. . n : © | 

perſons one Hypocrite, who did afterwards evidently diſcover | 
| 

| 
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his hypocrifie, learneto know that there will be ſuch in the Church 
to the worlds end, as were alſo in the family of Abraham, Iſaac, 
Iacob, 


_ "2 my 


" 
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lacob, David,Hetekiah and other good men, even tares among the 
Wizcatc, and goatcs among the ſhcepe, and unfruittull branches inthe | 


' vine, thar you may learne as to feare your {clves, ſo eſpecially 0. 


ſatisfie your owne hearts,and not to be oftended by the like accidents 


' in your OWNEe t1MEs, It a man thar hath long lived in an orderly 


courſe of life and gotten himſelfe the name ot a good man, and en. : 


| joyed many benefits inthe Church, ſhall afterwards fall quite away | 


trom goodnefle, and manifeſt himſclte ro have beene no berrer then 


a Cham, let not this trouble you nor diſmay you, neither take you 
occahon from their wickedneſle ro condemne cither goodnefle it 


ſclfe or good men, asto ſay that they be all diſſemblers, there is ne- ! 
ver a better in the pack, but improve their fall to the making of 
your ſelves more watchfull over your ſclves, and praycr-full for 


| your ſclves: and ſtill love 1nd honour Gods Church, though ſome , 


that profeſſe themſelves ro be lively members of ir,doe manitcſt their | 


- 


guile by their wrer falling away at the laſt. 
We have done with the goodneſſe of God to Clam in (uttering him | 
tolivein the Arke. Now follow his fins, | 
The firſt ſinne which we gather trom thar which ſucceeded is this, | 


1 He was a that he wasan Hypocrite, one that contented himſelte with a bare 


Hypocittc, 
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| which was allo the finne of Caine before, and after too of Eſau and | 
of Indas, and Achitophel, and many others. Take you heed of this | 
 Brethren,take you heed of this. Beware that you benot Hypocrites, | 


vill converſation of lite, freedome trom grofle ſinnes, and orderly 
living to the world-ward, but ſccke after the ſoule-ſpirit of godlineſle, 


out of tender compaſſion, that ſeeing had beene no finne, Bur the 
meaning is, he gave himſelfe to ſtand and gaze upon his Fathers | 


outward ſhew of goodnefle, and did not labour for the power of it to ! 
tumble him, to diſcover his ſecret faults ro him, and to. heale his 
ſoule by bringing the Image of God,ceven the divine nature ro him, | 


, 
[ 
| 


ſatisfied with ſome externall ſhew of religiouſneſſe joyned with Ci- | 


which confiſts in finding our and reforming the corruption of your | 
natures, and the ſecret diſorders of your inward man. He that fo 
praycth and hearcth,that theſe ordinances make him ſce and be hum- | 
bled in the ſighr of the filthie quagmireof finne that is within him, by 
which heiscarried from God to himſelfe, and to finne, and the world 
for his owne ſake, and labours tro have his infide more and more 
cleanſed and refo:med, and drawne up to Godand the things of God, 
this man is a true Chriſtian, Bur he that ſatisfies himſclfe in an out- | 
ward forme of holy dutics and of civill honeſt converſation, not di- | 
virg tothe depth of his heart, this man may proove, and it he mend | 
not will proove a guilefull Cham arlaſt, 

Bur now his next finne is, and Ham the Father of Canaan ſaw the na- 
kedneſſe of his Father. If he bad ſuddenly and occaſionally come into | 
the place where Noah lay uncovered, and his eyes before he was a- | 
ware, had lighted on that object, and he had preſently turned away 


his countenance from it with griefe for his old Parents fault, and | 


un- 
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 unbeſeeming carriage and unſeemely parts, ſo as todelight inir, and 
thereby to ſtirre up and nouriſh in himſclte a contempt and flight 
cſtceme of his Father. Hee did not (ce it with pitic and remoiſc; | 
and make the beſt of it as of a matter of infirmity, into which the | 
good old man fell unawares: but he beheld it with gladnefle, laugh- | 
ter, deriiton, jelting, ſporting at his Fathers nakedneſſe and mi{- 
demeanour. This 1s agreat faule to bchold the finnes and offences | 
chiefely of Parents and other ſuperiours,and moſt of all of godly and 
holy men, Fathers of the Church and of Religion as well as of our 
perſons, I ſay,to behold their faults with an over-open and agreedy 
eye, with ſcorne and {coffes and contempt of them and of piety, and | 
' of goodnefle in and thoroughthem. For this certainly comes from | 
[nothing elſe, but a ſecret diſlike and averineſſe from goodnetle ir 
ſelie, againſt which we areglad to pick a quarrell, and are willing 
[ro have ſomewhat to object againſt it, that wee may hinder our 
ſelves trom imbracing it, and from a gladneſlc allo to have ſomewhar 
roalleadge in excuſe of our owne navghtinefle, and for the imbol- 
dening of our fclves to perſiſt in it ſtill withour feare. Tr is nothing 
but hypocrific, I meane a being contented with a falſe counterfert | 
| goodnciſe, yea willingneſle to favour and allow our ſelves in our 
| owne f{innes, that makerh us with joy and delight in our ſelves and 
{corne and contempt againſt them, ro gaze upon the faults and 11! 
carriages of the godly - men with whom wee live, which is alſo ſo 
| much the more aggravated, if the reverence which we owethem in 
regard of their places, and love in regard of their neerenefle to our 
felves, have not beene able ro withdraw us trom ſuch injuriouſ-| 
|nefle. 

This is one finne of Ham, curſed Hamthe Father of Canaan, come! 
| and examine yourſelves, if none of you have ated Hams part againſt 
'your Parents, againſt the Magiftrate, again!t the Miniſter, againſt 
'any Chnitian or neighbour : Have you not beheld the faults of 
any ſuch with content and gladnefle in itz have you not becne 
willing to ſtand thinking of that fault” and to make your hearts 
thereby bold to deſpiſe and flcight them, to laugh at them and ro 
cenſure them. If this have beene to a perſon neere and ———_— 
the fault receives great aggravation by that circumſtance, bur it 
ir have beene done to any Chriſtian man though not of ſuch 
\ worth or neereneſle, or to any man at all, ic was awickednefle to| 
| be abhorred, ſhewing a moſt uncharitable diſpoſition; for chartty | , &,,,.5. 
 rejoyceth not in iniquity, that is, is not glad to fee another commir 
 {inne, and withall an heart that is willing to hide its owne finnes 
and make them ſceme little or nothing, and mak<e it ſelfe bold to 
commit them ſtill by beholding other like finnes in other men 
chiefely ſuch as are bound in duty to be, and in reaſon fhould be 
expected to be better then ones ſelfe : hee alwaies ſees the faults 
of others ro ſome miſchievous intention and with ſome evill af- 
_ thar lookes upon them with an open and carneſt eye, as ta- 
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Linz ſome content in this, thar ſuch and ſuch alſo be bad as well 


as Gimſelfe, | 
Now it you have runne into ſuch a fault, call it to mince and re- 


pent of 17, and know that how great ſyvever the crime was, pour 
crime was as great or greater in lo beholdirg, Hams thus be holdir 
11's Fathers nakednefſe was worſe then his Farhers diſcovering wall 
{cltc, And now I require you to make Jam your warning, doe 
rot as he did, but as your owne conſciences tell you that he ſhould 
| have done, Aske thy felfe if thou beeſt a reaſonable man of any 
jucgement, whar ſhould this ſonne have done 1n ſuch a cale,ſhould 
he not have turned away his eyes from looking on ſvch- a {pe&z- 
cle, ſhzuld he not have ſighed - ard mourned, and faid, alas, alas, 
how hath this befalne my poore aged and codly Father, O how 
vas he overtaken with wine that was never wont to txceed him- 
 ſelfe in foode or the like. Should he nor hve prayed Ged rofor- 
lbive him and have told himf{elte in this wiſ-, zh doe thou learne O 
| Ehem, how weake athing aman 1s, and how apt to f 4] into finne, 
that thy ſelte maiſt learne ro be more watchful, and fo have coft foms | 
| garment overthe old man to have by him from further ciforace, if 
FE: any other perlon might 1 have had occaſion to approach him : Sure 
| you cannot but yeeld that Chams Cuty had beene r7 have carried h1m- 
|  ſelfe thus reſpeively ond pititully towards his Father, doe vou as 
/ duty bound him to doe, not as Jeudneſſe and nanghtincile promp- 
| k red "En ro doe. Mend his faul:s and imitate them not, be rcfor- 
| mers and nct followers of what was amiſle in him : Commiſerite 
E the ſinnes and falls of other men, chictcly Parents, Magi'iiratcs, Mi-| 
| - rs, Aged wen, and men of former godly converſation and of | 
ertuous and religious carriage in other things : I ſay co; as c 
=. pray for them, lament their weakeneſſe and their flips, take 
| notice of your owne dangers and ſo wake your ſelves by their offen- 
| ces. But whoſoever will contemplate ſuch dolcfull fights with glad- 
nefle and inſulrations, ſaying, i Aha, aha, as Darid ſpeakerh of his 
_— Adverſaries, that man wil colle& boldneſſe to ſine and Impeniten- | 
LETS; cie in finne, and afleighting of righteouſnefſe and righteous men from 
ſuch offences, and ſo will ſtumble and fall and deſtroy himſcltc againſ(} 
thole blockes as they may be termed. 
Wink But F come to another fault of Chams. He contented not himfelfe to 
_ £m xy fee but muſt alſo blab abroad whar he hed icene, and re!!s it nor alone 
Wt is ri. 00 One, butto his two Prethbren that were without and did nor ſee ir. 
| |thers naked, He lefthis Father fill 1 ncovered, and gcts him out of doores to finde 
[eff Sem and Taphet, ard fo foore as he met with them, reports, nvdoubr 
Jaug gningly and flcerirgly whathe had ſcene, like enovgh adding allo 
words to this purpoſe, to draw them tothe like, and bid them goenn | 
andthey ſhould ſce ſuch a thingas they would little havethoughtever 
to have ſcene, Butler us {atisfie ovr {elves to rake the fault as itis ſet 
 downe. He told the fault and told ir to his two Brethren that were 


without and nceded not to have beene acquainted with their Fathers | 
| : Na- | 
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11: akedneſle, it hee wretched whilpc rcr could have commanyged him- 
' {clte filence. | 


So you have in him that foule finnc of w hiſpering 7 of another mans Whip, 


faults behind his backe, aggrav ated with the coniiicration of the 
xcr{ons againſt whom he ted. his Father, and towns w hom, his 


OOO ——— —— 


lierheren both of them, and where, cycn without, It is a finne ane | 


| w :ickednefle tro ſcatter abroad the taults of others, and to divul: 
\thole matters of diſgrace againſt them, which a man might c2 Ty 
| keeps cloſe, it he were maſter of his mouth, and is not bound by ny 
| duty to reveale 3 and eſpecially to blab thei to ſuch as elſe won! 
[not know them, and ſuch as might be moſt erieved and hurt by hca- 
ring them. This ) ſay is a linne, it procecdcth either from atwar 
ling laxative humour cauſing thata man muſt ventall he knowes, and 
be talking of many things, or clic from an uncharirable ditpoſition 
to the party whoſe name one tenders not, his perſon one loverh 
not. Ir is hurcfull to the ſpeaker, feeding his hypoctifte, makino 
 himready ro commir the ſame or the like finnes, and hurtfu!l to the 
| hearer, to infe him or to grieve him, and to Atm ot whom report 
is madeto reproach and difcredithim, and withdraw the heart of rhe 
| hearcrs from him. It 15 much aggravated when the thing report-:q 
'is falſe and uncertaine, taken up upon mcere hearcfay, and -!; 
perſon of whom }) ſpeake, cither my Parent, Brother, Fricn 
; or Superior, my Magiſtrate, Maſter, or of note in the Church, 
| isa Miniſter, or eminent in goodneſle,as this juſt Nozh, This was thc 
| fault of Charm, 
| Tcall upon your conſciences to find out your finnes in the like kind, 
if not degree, have you not ſpoken of the faults of your governours 
Ha of others, to others meercly to diſgrace, or ele mcerely to hold 
up talke when other matter failed. Bretheren do not count this a 
{mall offence, aralebearer, a whiſperer, a revealcr of ſecrets, 1s no 
ſmall offender. Hee doth not walke according to the plaine rule of 
our Chriſtian Religion, doe as you world be done to, he doth not bridle 
' his tongue, he doth not walke according to charity. He is > 
tothe name of another, and a wrong doer to the whole world, by 


| 


| [cattering abroad examples of eyill, he (ſhewes himſelfe no hater of 


 linne, that lovesas it were the ſimell and ſavour ofit. He isa manifeti 
' tranſgreſſor of Gods Commandement, and at laſt makes himſcltc 
 odious to thoſe that heare him, and to thoſe thar are ill ſpoken of by 
him. For the hearer cannot chooſe but diſcourſethus, it hee ſpare 


not anothers name, wherher will he ſpare mine in another place, and | 


. therefore I have no reaſon to truſt him or be familiar with him, and 
| he whom he hath miſreported will heare of ir art laſt, and then hee 
will hate him, as a perſon treacherous and falſe-hearted, and cannot 
but reaſon thus with himſclfe, ſo long I have lived by him and to 
neare, ſo often have I beene in his company, hee never opened his 


— 


mouth to admoniſh me, bur in mine abſence to do me diſgrace hee | 


| hath not beene ſparing. It cannot be that he wiſheth my goodi in his 
I heart, 
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heart, thatuſcrh not t his rongue to do me the preateſt 200d, thatis, tY 
retormc, bur doth 4mploy it todoe me the ercateſt hurt he can, that 


' 15,to diſgrace me. | 


| his body. Ceaſe, ceaſe to be whiſpercrs, above all take heed you 


Therctorc if you have beene whiſperers, ſee the faulrand be ſorry. 
Ir is a Cham liketreſpaſſe. And now charine your tongues I pray you, | 

as from all cvill language, ſo ſpecially from telling other mens ſecret. 
ſinncs abread, and making that open which might have beene well | 

keprcloſe: Whoſoever hath made his Brothers faults, eſpecially a 
Parents or the like, open to any man, jt he himſelte might have kept | 
them trom that one withour f11nc, hath committed finne i in ſo doing. ' 
F'1 other then wee are moved by the neceſſiry of our duty to reveale. 
other mens offences, we are bound in duty to conceale thein, farther | 
thca it would have beene a finne not to have ſpoken of them, it can- 
not but be a finne to talke ofrhem. You muit not thinke, that tr is at 
your liberty ro declare your neighbours ſecret faults, when you will 
vour ſclves, you would not have others deale ſo with you. As wee 
may rot lawfully hurt our neighbours body ml loimc neceſſiry of aury 
bind us, ſo neither his name, forthe ninch Comms: Weracne, at leaſt 
the fit rcQuiret thto be as chary of that,as the fixt doth to b= chary of 
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| 
ce not worſe then Chams, for hee ſpake nothing but whart he ſaw | 
vith his owne eyes, O do not you dare to ſpeake what you never | 
[aw,but cithcr conjecture alone of your owne head,or haveonely heard | 
ot others. | 
Thus wee have 'done with Chams fault, now let us conſider his pu- | 


niſhments. . 


God curſed him in his ſonne Cazaan, not that himſelfe in perſon | 
was exempred, butthat the curſe ſhould ſhew it ſelfe moſt apparently | 
| upon Can.4an, and that 1ſrae! might be more encouraged to goe up | 


294inſt the Canavires, a nation antiently curſed of God, and his curſe | 


| Sec in this, that he ſhould be «ſervant of ſervants, not ſo much | 


'to men, although that alſo in that was underſtood and fulfilled /butto | 
Idols, to fſinne, to Satan. So Cham by diſcovering his Fathers fanlr 
| EetS a grievous curſe upon nimicltcand his poſterity. 
| Olcarne to terrifie your {elves from this ſinne, by threatning your 
_ es with this curſe, Shall ] provoke God to curſe me and my chil- 
en after me 2 ſhall Tfow the ſeed of miſery for my ſelfe and thoſe | 
that are to come of my body hereafter 2 Ler Gods ſeverity upon thoſe | 
whereof himſclte hathgiven us knowledgein the word, make us care- | 
tall to preſerve our ſelves trom their offences, and to that ler us both 
acknowledge our owne aptnefle ro the ſame crimes, and inability to | 


 dcliver our ſelves fromthem, as alſo crave at the hands of God the 


gracious helpe of his Spirt te preſerve us. 

If any demand, But why thould the curſe fall on Canaan for —_ 
1auit © 

| Anſwer, The Lord hath all the children of all wicked men fo 
fare obnoxious to his juſtice, that it cannot be a wrong in him ro 
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'pu. ih the Father in the {onnes,orthe ſonnes in the Parcnts. So have wc | 
| ' done with Cham. 

' Thenext bad man of whoſe badnefle the Holy Ghoſt rakes notice! 
js Nimrod, Hee was the fourth from Noah, and thus his gencole gie| 
riſerh, Noah, Cham, Cujh, N.mrod., His name t1gniheth wee w Boo 
bell, or ercbell, whitherby -grIE or otherwiſe givento him ; ot him 
chis one thing alone is noted, zhat hee began to be mighty in the earth, 
| Gen.10.8. hee was a mighty hunter before the Lord, 1niomuchrhar his 
[na ne gave occafton to a proyetbiall ſpeech, if any man would de- 
(cribe a violenttyrannicall fellow, he would lay, as mrod the mighty 
' hunter. By hunter here js not meant an hunter of beaſts, but an hun- 
wt of men, the word tranſlated hunti;r7 may w cil be -ngliſhed foode | | 

| Or PICy, and hee may be called a man of prey, rhar is, 'of ſpoileand | 

booty: Hee was the firſt that affected to cre a Monarchic, and to. | The fiſt cha 


CCl Iv, 
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\Vi1ithis name 
Gguihcti, 


' make himſelfe a commander over men by force and ſtrength of armes, | love 117 erect 
' {o that his finre, was ambition, uv! 'urpation, tyranni! ing, that is,4 vi- Monarch, 
olent inforcirg menrto yeeld to his dominion, whether they would or | 

nor, though he had no rightortitle ro command overthem, for hee bars. ... ati 


was the lonne of Cham, who was the youngeſt of Noahs lonnes, 2 ict | | 
withall accurſed of God to be a ſervant of fervants, and yet he would | | | 
make himiclfe acommander over otncrs, and wc have it noted what | 
City he began firſt ro erc& his ryrannic in, v.F, Babel, whence it may 
{cemethe plague ſpoken of afterward» did drive him, and yethe left 
po: bur went to or Cities, 2nd made liis dominion ſtill larger and | 
largcr. 

L-aine of him to take heed of ambition and tyranny, J need not 
to pray you to forbeare a tyrannicall uſirparion over Cities and na- 
tio0s, but take you heed of thar degree of tyranny which is incicent 
to men of your ranke, even of carr y'ng our your OWne will againſt | 

Uiry 111 right. A tyrant is an odious name, this mighty hunting 
made Nimrod. infamous, he did openly profefſe and practife it, which 
{zemerh robe meant by calling him mighty hunter in the fight of God, 
He cared not for God nor man, bur openly and in che fight of God 
and man attempted to ſubdue the nations and people round about 
him, and to mike himſclte agreat commander, Put away from vou 
ambirion, vaine glory, corerouſneſſe, violence, and all rhoſe finnes 
| which are rog.ther wrapped up in this one word tyranny z fo [ have * 

' done withtheſe two particular ſianers. 
| I goc on to ſer b-fore you a troupe of f(inners all at once, whereof | 
T con xccive that N-mrod was the ringleader, for ir was done at Babylon 
' his City which ke built, and whi ich he had conſtirured the head and 
| Merrapolican City of his dominion. The fault you have ſet downe, 
Gen.11e2,3,4. V7S. that piſſing through the countrey E iſtward from | The Babvlo- 
the place where Noh lived, and meeting with a very fruirfull plaine | nians, 
in the land of Shinar, that is, of Chaldea, they conſulted ro make |... 
brick<s (for rhatthe countrev 2fforded not hewne ſtone, ) androuſe 
a kind of nturail morcar or flimethatabounded in thar place in ſteed 
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wificiall mortar, and {foto build a City and a Towne that ſhould 
re: _ pto Heaven, mooved thereto partly out of an ambitious de- 
fire of agrear name and credit to continue long afrerwards, and to 


— — 


OT! i 


Wire: T 1, are andneere tor the pre{ent, to prevent diſperſion, which 


4 avilry confciences cauſed them to feare, though no ſuch thing 
was yer be on to be executed upon them. Here we muſt informe you 
of their finne,, which was not ſimply the building of a City, nor buil- 


tins of it of Dots matter, but ambirton and vaine plory, and carnall 
| CO! oth. cnce, and then the puniſhment of their finne in the dividing of 


their rongues, and ſcattering themabroad. 

Firſt then cheir fin 1S4aV aNe-3 10! 10U5 crecting of a ſtrong City and 
[an cxcecding high tower, joy! ned with a confident perfwaſion that 
|t] wy {hou'd fave themſelves from any milchicfe and calamity, by 
| mcancs of their City, The occation taar did further them ro this 
| vOrke IS, thatthey were all of one 1: :ngu2ge, andfo would cal ly: 'grec 
{Up nabad rt! Ing, and tharthey mer with a fit place, and had fit m: Itter 

| 


| bricke and (i:tme, and tharthcy were {o tuily bent UPON 1t to finith chi S 


thciriower, thatno meancs was Ieft ro Ropthem, but Gods comming 


"| COWNC upon them with ſome heavy chaſtiſement, I conceive rh ar they 


had Goiſhe d, or neere finithed cheir City, and were now ſcrting apace 
and cagcrly about the tower, afore rhe Lord did croſſe them by that. 
Pitt {34 ENT, For ſeeing Babe! was the beginning of Niro: ls King- 
Jome, and that he could not have finiſhed it after the diviſion of 


aQu1T) 


torigues, 1t he had not done it wholly, or tor the molt part before, it 
will follow in likelihood, that they were permitted to ſcttle therea 


long while, and to nmhtheir Ciry. But witenthey grew ſo mad: chat 
with a City they w ould have a Tower, as it were to outface God and | 
fave them from diſperſion in deſpight ofhim, then it was hightime | 
tor the Lord himlelfe to oppoſe thein. Here. there arc 2. ſinnes, | 
- | "ſeg "ry, 2, Carnall corfiderce, 3. Wilkulnefſeand © odſtinacy. 
Vaine glory, torthey ſought aname by an excecding (trong City and 
nenh Tower. 2. Carnall confidence, for they im: 2Wincd to make | 
themſelves ſafe from difperfion and miſcry, by mcanes of :har City | 
anc! rower. J. Obſtinacy, becauſe thar God himſelfe wirnefſcth | 
they were {o fully bent upontheir projects, that excc pt by violence, | 
UEre Was No Way to ſtop them in their attemors. Here be 3.{nnes in 


30 - Bbc e| | GL} iiders ] FoOw 1; | 
The y Taye themielves to cant by mindedneſle in huntino after a | 
name, and this they would ger forſoorh, by ſuch a buildin g as the 


ond hid never icene the like for gre atnetie and height, and never. 


' ſhould fee, Be nor you vaine=-glorious, ſtutying ro CoOc fome earthly 


Inc thing, for which yo! may be talked of farre and neere, and for | 
lh »ng time, This is vatne-glory, the vice by which men affect to be | 
Dt 1s and much talked of, and magnified 1n the world for ſome 


C414 Ir © ww matter that they Hive gottc nN, tor getting agrcart deale cof | 


ns, tor raiſing thcir family, for a fine houſe, for being | 


iid ſuch or ſuch a thing orthejike. Benor I ſay vaine- | 
_Blorious, | 
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glorious, lcr not your hearts affect this foaming froth of mens rongues. | 
| Care not for ſuch kinde of praiſes and commendations : bur ſer your 
' hearts upon berrer things,roget you a name in Heaven, and incarth to 
be good, holy, juſt. Praiſe is athing which the Apoſtle commandeth 
/usto follow, bur by piaiſe he meancth praiſe. worthy things,not praiſc b 
ir ſelfe further then 1t 15 a neceſlary effet and companion of things 
praiſe-worthy. Be good for conſcience ſaketo God, that ſo you may 
have,though you ſecke not after it,good cſtceme of men and their good | 
reports. This vaine-glory will fo choake all true defire of goodneſſe 
andall true goodneſfe, tharar laſtir will make you to fall into that high 
degree of Hypocrific, as with the Phariſees you ſhall doe all your deeds 
to be ſeene of men,andit you doc any good thing ſhall cycn looſe your 
reward in Heayen. 
| Put againe, take heede alſo of carnall confidence, that is, promi- 
 fing your {clves ſafery trom any afflition in reſpeRt of any outward 
thing. Thar 1s carnall confidence, to make ones ſclfe belceve that he | 
ſhall continue {ecure from all carthly dangers in reſpeR of a Citie, a | | 
Tower, a friend, agrear eſtate, or the like, Alas, all theſe things 
| be vanity and lies, they are the arme of flcſh. Truſt nor in Princes, 
|cruft not in Horſes or in Chariots, truſt not in wiſedome, truſt nor | | 
in man. The Holy Ghoft doth every where diſſwade men from this 
== confidence, and pronouncerh acurſe againlt chem that truſt in 
| cſh and rells them that they withdraw their hearts from God. He 
| tat conceiveth ſo well of any ear hly thing as to promiſe himſelfe 
ſafety from that, is made careleſſe by that of ſecking Gods favour, 
and is ſo earneſt after that, as hee will not have leaſure to thinke of 
pleaſing and obeying God, and ſeeking ro him and truſting on him. 
It is a ftearefull ſine, and yer acommon one, hardly can men keepe 
their hearts from committing this idolatry, you muſt humbly pray 
'to God to diſcover to you the vanity of all earthly and terrene 
things, and to ſhew his Omnipotency and All-ſufficiency, that ſo he 
may be your confidence and your dread. | 
Laſtly, beware of that finne of wilfullnefſe and obſtinacie, that| z Obſtinacieis 
areſo bent upon anevill courſe, as no words nor other like meanes | *** | 
will curne you from your ill courſes, this was the finne of Eles 
ſonnes, of Pharaoh, of Iſrael, of _Amazich. This is a fore-runner 
of miſchicfe, Her that hardens his h:art againſt a reproofe yy ſurely} 
come to m(chiefe, Ict no man ſlay him, When the Lord ſees thar 
' words will not ſerve the turne, he comes with rods, and if the rod 
will not divert men from their evil} paths, then ſwords muſt. 
| Wherefore you on a ficxible and traQable diſpofition, and an 
hearr that will cafily be diſſwaded from 3n evill way. Pray to God, 
 prayto him to give you a minde full of light that may quickly dif- 
| cerne evill, andan heart full of ſoftneſſe char may quickly be with- | 
| drawne from it. == 
Now conſider the puniſhments, God comes downe to ſee, that is,] Their punits| 
takes notice of their finne and wilfullnefſe in it, and therefore _ Nents. 
'E | 
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| ſults with himſclfe, the Father with the Sonne and Holy Gho!t ro 


- 
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| | 


The punifh- 
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g5e downe (by the powerfull worke ot his hand) anq to contound 


' their languages, and by that meanes to ſtop their worke and ſcarrer 
' them thence, from which effe& the world did call that Citic babe! 
' or confuſion, ſo inſtead of grear honour and a great name, they | 
gate ſhame and confuſion, and were thence diſperſed, from whence 


they expected ſatery from diſperſion. Thus God catcheth the wic- 


' ked in their owne devices, brings milchiefe on them from that 


whercin they truſted for ſatery, and ſhame tromthat from which they 
expectcd glory, Yea ſee here, that God hath ſtrange and unwonted 
puniſhments to lay upon {inners,for who would have ever had a dreame 
of {uch a thing as this,v!/z.to havethem made unable to ſpeake their 
mother languages, and all of a ſodaine to ſpeake gibriſh one to ano-. 
ther. So powertull is God over man that he canrake from him, his 
rongue, his wit, his ſoulc, all things in a moment, 

Ir was an heavie chaſtiſement making way ro much ignorance 


f ſtrange 
lnowecs 154 | 0d barbariſme, and ro much warre and bloudſhed , and to a 


-| [languages 1S2 


| bearic puniſh-| great eſtrangement among mankinde, and to great toile- and 1a. 


| micne, 


| Sem an.! Ig- 


| | per, their yer- 


| tues,they covyce 
| red their Fa- 
thers n ikednes, 
| GLen.g.23. 


| 
| 


| 
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bour for the getting of all learning , and caufting much crrour. 
and miſtaking in all Arts and Sciences chiefely in Religion, ſo: 


- {that next to our caſting out of Paradiſe and to the floud ir deſer- 


veth the name of the heavieſt puniſhment that the world hath felt, 
yea in reſpe& of the ſuccefſion of men it was worſe then the floud, | 
that onely drowned the men who lived in the preſent time, this 
hath drowned in ignorance and errour all ſucceeding times, Let us. 
feare the Lord our God whoonely doth wonderfull things, and can | 
tell how to plague his encmics with heavie ſcourges, We have now | 
finiſhed the Examples of theſe bad men. | 

Looke to the good, Sem and Japhet,and Sems poſterity to Abram. | 
Ot Sc note his good deed, his reward and his dearth ; for his good 
dced, it was common with him and 1apher, they went backward, 
and ſo covered their Fathers nakednefle, that they might nor ſee it, 
partly out of modeſty, and partly out of filiall reverence and reſpe&t 
whichthey bare unto him. Thus, thus ſhould all good children doe, 
even retuſe to ſee their Parents nakednefſe or any thing that might | 
withdraw a due regard and feare of them, any ſinnes or weakenefles | 
of theirs notwithſtanding, yea all men ſhould be ſo truly loving 
one towards another, as to uſethe mantle and vcile of love to cover 
a multitude of finnes, ſo as to goe backward as it were and not feet 
them. Wee ſhould whar in us lies and fo farre as duty will ſuffer, 
conceale the faults of all men, further then the neceſſity of healing | 
them and of preventing the miſchicfe thar may elſe follow of 
them will permit us. Every man would be 1o dealt withall him- | 
(clte. Who doth nor praiſe the vertuous carriage of theſe two Bre- | 


thren, Imitate it, I beſeech you chicfely towards Parents, Magi- | 


{ 
j 


ſtrates, Miniſters, keepe ſecret if you can their ſecret faults, and | 


hide their ſhame from breaking forth. Nothing is morc fit to be | 
| COVE- 
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| covered then finne. Ir is 1;ke a carkafſe which doth leaſt hure when | 
{it is buried under oround, ſo farre therefore as duty will ſuffer you, 
| bury, bury it,under ground with it, and letir lic hid under the garment | 
'of ſilence. Sec it not if you can chooſe, ſay nothing of i more then | 
YOu, muſt needs. | | | 
| Nowconlider the blcſſing with which their goodneſſe was rewar- | Thur benefits} 
ded, Se had God for his God and the dominion of Canaan given | ** religion | 
him, tharis, the true Religion was to continue in his poſterity, the | os watts 
Mefſtah ro come of him, and his ſecede ro have the poſſeſhon of the | :iry. 
land of Canaan, and Taphet at laſt was to be brought to the parti- | | 
cipition of the ſame Religion with him, by the perſwaſion of the | 
| Gofpell. So it 1s a great mercy to have the true Religion continued 
172 4 mans poſterity, and to be brought from errour unto the truth. : | 
| Whether Taphets ſelfe were a godly man, it 1s not certaine, bur in | 
dJoubtfull things it is good to incline to the beſt fide, and to take 
things in the beſt part, therefore we will hope that he was fo, and. 
with $72 did inherit the bleſſing in his perſon as well as after his | 
feed wos admitied unto it, Andlet us now blefle God that hath per- | | 
' formed this Prophefte, forir is likely that we of theſe Countries are (- 
of Taphets poſterity, and now we {cethe Lord of Heaven be bleſſed, | 
that God hath perſwaded usto acceptand imbrace Chriſt and fo to | 
dwell indeed inthe tents of Sem. 
| Burnow forthe ſecede of Sem they were theſe, Arphaxad who li- | The ferde ot 
,ved 433 yeares, almoſt 2co fewerthen his Father Sem, as Sem did _ 8 
359 fewer then Noah. Sela wholived 433 yearcs, the halfe alone | * 
| of the lives of men before the floud, for ar the loud God did ſhor- 
| ten mens lives by halfe, to keepe them from ſo great a height of 
| wickednefle, as inthat long lived age they came unto, andto ſhorten 
[the toile of the godly upon earth. Heber lived 464, the longeſt of 
all but Semz after the floud, it is likely he was a very worthy man, 
from himthe name Hebrewes came to his poſterity, and eadured for 
many yeares after. Peleg lived 239 yeares, about the building of 
the Tower of Babel, ſo you ſee then God ſhortened mans lite one 
 halfe, ſecingthem againe to grow ſo cxorbitantly wicked. Ren lived 
alſo 239 veares, juſt as long as his Father, which is not found in any 
other that I remember. Serng lived 230 yeares. Nahor lived 148 
'yeares, it may ſeemethar he was the firſt of the Patriarkes that fel! 
to Idolatry, for Laban ware by the gods of Nahor, therefore his lite 
| iSalnoft by halfe as ſhort as any of his predeceſſors. Then Terah 
lived 205 yeares, he fell ro Tdolatry but repented afterwards and 
went with his ſonne Abraham towards the land of Canaan, | 
dying in the way, and buried his cldeſt ſonne before 
himſelfe, which had not befalne any Patriarke 
before that we readeof. 
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71.25, js ſet downe in {uch words as have miniſtred occaſion of 
 Cifterence to the Reader. Terav begat Abraham, Nabar and Haran, 


' had bcene able ro become a Father at 150 yearcs, it would not 


'4 120 yeares old. Ir is improbable, that there ſhould have beene ſo 
erear difference of bodily ſtrength berwixt the Father and the Sonne. 


| 
| 
| 


THE EIGHT _ ; 


EXAMPLE. 


O F 
ABRAHAM. 


—C— ——————— Bn 


T 1s agreed upon by all, that from Adam 
rothe floud there paſted 1656 yeares inclu- 
ſively, T meanc trom the beginning of Adams 
Creation, Noah was the tenth from _17aam 
incluſively, Abraham the tenth from Noah 
exc!uitively, 1 meanenot reckoning Noah as 
one, How many yeares paſſed betwixt the 
loud ar.d «4 brahams birth, 1t 1s uncertaine, 
becauſe the relation of Abrahams birth Gep. 


> —— 
— -—— 


| 


but at what ave he begar cach of thera, it is not manifeſted : Soine! 
thinke, that Atlraham was the firſt-borne, begortenat his firhers 70 
veare, fome thinke that hee was the youngeſt begorren at his 130 
vcere, fo there is difference of yecres inthe account by this meanes, 
60 yearcs;but I rather incline io them thar thinke Abraham was the 
cldeſt ſonne ar his Fathers 70 yeare, for ſurely if Abrahams Father 


have beene ſaid of Abrahams iclte, that he was as good as dead ar 


Now from LAbraham forward, the Holy Ghoſt maketh his ſtory, 
| more* 
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MAOie} IgC r1cntiiat be former ' LNCS We ſhall follow Gods pen and | 
DIOPO 4nd wo you this Facher of the taichfal!, char by doing his 
x | O 

workes you may ſhew your ſclyes his children. In him looke to his | 


tBirth, 2. Life. 3. Death. | 
For his B th, he was the ſonne of Terah, borne as ſome thinke | 


aut the 200th yecre of the world,lome 352 yecres aftcr the flond, 
but as ſome ogy £0 yeeres ſooner, abote 194% of the world,and 
after the loud - For his life we will confider his carriage good 
' and bad, andr Sig t:12gs that betei] him g20d and bad. | 
[.crus begin wich his vertucs and good deeds, and obſerve tim as 
an cxcellcrt patterne of all yermes and goodnefſe,that.we may protir ! | 

the bericr by confidering his Nite Im Ire particularly. Let us [ce witac 
'vertues and go00d deeds he practiied row ards God fir{t,and then to- | 
wards man. 
F.rit for Sagph hee 1s commend: q ag faith, Mbrahom ſaich the 
Auh or of the Hebrewes, by jar th caſed of God,&c. and Abraham by 
fath offered up, 1o char taich ac hu al "2nd was called the fr:exd of 
God, as the Apottle S S. Iams Wi eſclh, now witoout faich no man | 
can A Mibly pleaſe God or be his friend, So had Abel as we wc | 
| you before, ſo had Noa, fohad Henech, fo had all the godly art 
all times; ,This grace is the cazdinall grace, the radicatl grace, hs aa | 
uDon me 1 all other graces grow as on their rocte,and on which they | 
move asthe doore upon its hinges. Therefore you that would be 
called the childrenof Abram, heires of the blefſiag of Abram, come 
and compare your ſclves with him, and {ce w hether you be faithtull 
as he was, to that end know, that far his the grace by which we be- 
 cevethings inviſible and ſupernarurall concerning another life here- 
| aiter, So the Apoſtle diſting 1heth walking by faith from waiking | 
by {ence or ſight, and Faith is ſaid to be the Evidence of thi Ts not. 
| 


[ 


| ſcene and round of thinzs hoped for. Reaton and naturall ditcourſe 


.* 
- 


will informe of chings ſenlible and naturall concerning the pre. 
(ſent life, but the chings that arc above ſence and reaſon concer. 
'ning, a future life hoped for hercafter norhing doth injorm.c us bur 
faith, ard faith is that grace by which the” ſoule belecveth ſuch 
things, 

It hath three ſorts of as in regard of which] It is fied by three 
utics: Faith of God, Faith to God, Faith in God, Faith of God is | 
that by which we belecve that there 1s ſuch a God as indeed he is, 
 A!l conceits of God arencr of faith, but thoſe apprehenfions of him 
which agree to his being and conceive himto be fuch as himſclfe doth 
{ct forth himſclfeto be, and you ſhall ſce whar Abraham belecved 
conccrning him. 1, He beleevedthat this God was one and bur on: 
' as ang Scripture ani of him. He worſhipped God, he called | 

7 the name of God, he butlded an Altar to God, not to gods or | 
mere gods, bur to one God )z novan. 2. He bclecved that this 
one ©&09 was True, Omnipotent, able and willing to doe any thing 
that lie ſhould ſpeake, viz. that he was All-ſuthcient and fairhtull, as | 


; 
. 
- bl 
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_ Abraham, Cuavrn,&c, os | 


Je © — ——— 


_ 


'S. Paul witneſſeth, being fully perſwaded that what he had ſpoken! 
he was able alfoto performe; and Heb.,11. that he was ablero raiſc| 
him from the dead, 3. He belecyed thatthis one God was poſlefſor! 
and judge, and theretore alſo Maker of Heaven and Earth. And ' 

4. That he was righteous and would doe righteouſncile in puniſhing | 

- wicked that lived in fſinne, and in {paring and being favourable 
to the righteous man that did ſtudy to walke before him in a good 
converſation. Now theſe be the principall things to be afſented un- 
to concerning God, 

' Secondly, Abraham had faith to God, that is, he gave conſent 

to allrhoſe things that God ſaid, becauſe he ſaid them, which Nc- | 

ccſlarily followerh trom his acknowledgement of the truth, power, 
and All- ſufficiency of God: So-doth the: Author to the Hebrewes | 
note, that it was alind which aftcr he ſhould receive for an inhe ri- | 
tance. He belceved har God would give him that land according to| 
| 
| 


| :,Faith to Go. 


his promiſe, and he belecved above hope in hope, that he ſhould be 
| Father of many Nations, and it is ſaid, that God preached the Go- 

ſpell unto him, faying, 1» thy ſeed (w hich i is Chriſt) j/ha!l all Nations | 5.48 
be bleſſed. He belceved that of his feed ſhonld come the Melt ah | 
\ which fhould free mankinde from the curſe, and make them par-akers | 
of the bleſſing. So he beleeved Gods threats againſt Sodome, tha: | 
| God would deſtroy it with fire. | _ 
| Thirdly, he believed in $04. r. He truſted upon his mercy inthe 3-Faithin God 
| promiſed ſeede;that for his ſake,not forthe worth of his owne righte- | 

 ouſhcſſe, God would bemercitull to him and ſave him, He belceved | Rom 43 
'1n God, and this taith was counte ed unto him for rizhteouſneſſe, He wad 

juſtified by this faith as the in*rument, he did not worke, meaning in 

reſpee of juſtification, he did nor thinke to be pardoned and accepred | 

for rhe workes ſake, but beleeved in him that juſtifed thoſe which in| 
taemielves be ungodly, by juſtitying he meanes, pardonerh their | 
ſinnes, a8it is ſaid, Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not im. | PRal32. 3 
pute (inne, for the promiſe was not madeto him by the workes of the 
Law, but che righreauinefſe of faith, that 1s, the righteouſneſle with- 1 
our workes as he deſcribed it before. Now if you have this faith and 
alltheſe aRts of faith, then you are Abrahams ſonnes, if nor, Y 


— 


vaine doe you lay title ro his inheritance, Therefore trie your {clves, 
and if you haverhis faith then know your ſelves happy, if not, you | 
are farre from bleſſednefle, you are ſtill under the curſe. 


Bur ſecondly, Abram feared God. True faith will bring forth | 5,4" _ 


| 
the teare of God, nor che paſſion of feare, nor laviſh teare, nor | 
 teare of flight, burthe feare of caution and warineſſe, a not daring | 
tooffend God, as the Lord himſclfe witneſſed of him, ſaying, Now 
1 know that thos feareft mee when thou haſt not ſpared thine onely ſonne. | Gann, 
Log, the feare of God is ſuch a diſpoſitioa of heart to God-ward, out 
of the apprehenfion of his excellency and greatnefle and juſtice, 
that will cauſe aman not to be bold to darc tro omit any worke that 
Gods Commandement injoyneth him unto, and ſo not to commit any 


thing | | 
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| Thins that Gou con \demneth, 1 P1: ty Vou COnIiCer, have have Y O!1 


 theoreatcſt of a!l evils; thoſe that have Gods tcarc beforc their CYCs, 


and nouriſh it by conſidering his great cxcellencie and great terrible- 
ncfle, 


: - ' = 
ICULS OL OTH * 
hains ob*cnce 


"Me Left hix 
Count! 
£P s (ome 


Nn1ndUcm (TINT, 


INCfICT, 


Heb 11,9, 


'3 C:rcumciled 


himicite and | 


all the malcs 
ot h:s tamil y, 


, make him, as it made his poſterity atrer, toſceme ridiculous to all the 


himlcite and put his body to that corment 7 yet for all this, '4braham 


| ERCC iS a rc{o0lution = indeavour to doe all that God bids, bc. canſc 
| he bids. Let us take ſome ſpeciall, ats of obcdicnce,whercin Abraham 
| did crofle his reaſon, and his afteQion, and his credir, and his profit, 
and all to performe the will of God. even theretore onely,becauſe: God 

; bad him, whom he durſt not out of tcare and would not bur cur of love. 


! 


nefle, to cauſe all his ſervants to diſcover themſelves unto him. Much | 
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this \ vertuous feare of God Doe your hearts itand in awe of him * 
{» that you flic from the offending and difplcaſing of him, as trom 


they 2 re godly like Abrah. a, thoſe that have 1t not, they arc wicked, 
as Abram thought the men of Gerar, and Egypt to bez O labour for 
ir, if you have 1t not yet, get it, if you have It, Iabour to 1ncicalc 


A th ird vertue, LAbraham had obedicnce, that 1s, his will was | 
tho:oughly ſubze&t to Gods will in all things, ſo that he held this re- | 
{olut jon W ithin himſelfe, that w _—_ God bad him doc that hc 

world doe, for which God praiſed him,ſaying, becanſe thou /afl obeyed 
»y woice, and the A poſtle, ſaying, he obcycd and went out, Obes! 


_ —_ ——— 


tollow in allthings. | 
Firſt, God gave him Commandcment to leave his Countrey and | 
Fathers houſe, t to goe Out Into 4 I2nd which he ſhould ſhew wg A; 
trong Commandement, leave all thy kindred and goe into a Coun- | 
rrey thou knowweſt not whither, but oc trom placc to place as || 
{h1ll (hew thee. Here ſeemed no reaſon in this Commandement,bur | 
Abraham obeyed it,Gen.12.1. | 
Secondly,whenhe came into the land of Canaan, he did not build 
2 Citie, nor an houſe there, bur dweltin tents as the Apoſtle noteth, as | 
a pilgrim and a ſtranger,not having poſſcfſion in itat all, fo much ag a 
foor, God gay whian no place of Wade! but cauſed him to wander as. 
himfelfe tellcth,Gen.20.13. This ſeemed an unhappy and unſctled | 
lite, and dcſhand bloud could not take content in ſuch a kinde of !1- 
ing, butbecauſe God injoyned Abraham foto live. He ſubmitted | 
himfclfe and did live ſo, fave that onely he boughta placeto buric in, 
as being fill mindfull of his death, | 
A third heavie Commandement he received from God, Gen.17. | 
10. and 26, God made him to circumciſe himſelfe and all the males | 
} his family,andall that ſhould atter be borne when they were.cight | 
dais old, and he made no queſtion of it:To circumciſe wasto cut off 
the top of the uppermoſt skinne of the ſecret partz This ſeemed the 
fooliſheſt thing inthe world, a mattcr of great reproach which would | 


' 


world, It carried an appearance of much undecencie and ſhamefull- | 


more might have becne alledged againſt this ordinance, what good 
could it doc 2 what was any man the better becauſe he had wounded 


diſpu- | 
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G E Ne eAbraham, C Ha e.11,&c. 


| diſputed not, objected not, madeno contrary allegations, butpreſently | 

the ſelfe ſame day tooke himſelte and his ſonne 7/hmaet and all his fer- 

'yants in his houſe, and circumciſed them according to the comman- | 

' dement of Almighty God. | 

| Yer a fourth commandement more tedious and contrary torcaſon |, 1... 

and affection then all theſe, which was of it felfc excceding grievous | bis wife Haz a! 

'in his fght, as the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth, that is, the expulſion or —— jt 
' excommunicating of his ſonne 1ſhmael, and of his mother Hagar, yet TOY 
when God commanded him to doe ir, Ger.21. 12. hee role up the | 

next morning berimes, v.14. and fcnt away both the motherand the. 

{onne. 

But laſt of all he obeyed a commandement, that {cemed tocontra- | gc 
dit narure and religion, and Gods promiſe, and his owne ſalvation, have Cacrificec 
and the ſalvation of all men, and therruth and honour of God him- | > 39nne 4/44 
ſclfe, fo that God was ſaid totry him tothe urmott in that comman- | Nawtement, | 

dement. It was infacrificing Iſaac, as the Spirit of God note h. Heb. 

11. 2nd Gen.23, God bad himtake 7/azc, and no: inftantly kill him | 

in the place, but goe three dayes journey, and not knocke him on. | 

he head and there an end, but offer him for ſacrifice. Burt what was | | 

this {onne, the ſonne of his old-age, the ſonne of his love which was | | 
ſo deare unto him, yea the promiſed ſeede in whom it was ſaid, 7», | 

| 

| 

' 


97 


I/aac ſhall thy ſeede be called, and this ſonne he offtcredatrer a moſt mel- 
ting conference betwixt himſelfte and 7ſaac his ſonneall alone. Here 
was an obedience incomparable and unparalable, no man ever | 
 didthe like except our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered up himlſelfe, | 
which muſt needes be dearer to himſelfe then Iſaac was to A- 
oraham, | 
So now marke the excellency of : {hrahams obedience, hee was | The excellen.] 
obedient for the matter in hard and difficult things, for the manner |< % 4514» 
promptly and readily without gaine-faying, ſpeedily and preſently — 
without deterring, and univerſally without excepting, withour pic- 
king and chooling, It you be able to produce ſuch obcdiencero!- 
juſtifie your faith, that it may appeare your faith is a working faith, | 
then have you faith indeed and not in word alone: bur if your faith be 
not accomparied with an obedience of the ſame kind, though not in| 
the ſame degree, whereby you are able to yeeld your ſelves ro God, 
reſolving in all things readily and without delay or murmuring to yeeld| 
unto him, how are you obedient 2 how have you faith, fuch ataith' 
15 was CAbrahams, All therefore that ſay they beleeve as Abrabam | 
did, but yet obey not as «Abraham did, yea are wiltull againſt Gods 
 Commandements, refuſing to doe knowne dutics, and to leave! 
. knowne finnes, that will not circumciſe the foreskin of their hearts, | 
nor leave their countrey and Fathers houſe, nor caſt out their 1hmaets, ' | 
| nor offer up their 1ſaacs, all ſuch arc belecvers alone in ſhew and not | 
Indeed. Compare your ſelves with Abraham, and if your obedi- 
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' | encebe notlike his, I (ay as before, having the ſame ground, extent, 
and properties, it is but a counterfeit faith whereof you boaſt, and no | 
K eruc! 
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tris forwrh, 1 hcretore now be earneſt with the living God ro work« 


G « x The Example of Cuar, Ke, 


Th VOU on LIC ful bjection C9, him, 40d C9, makc yY OU [1,, - ff 1 by abarn nis 1cr-+ 
vant : for Lo. d that wrought his heart ro ſuch flexiblenctle, will and 


Can pertorme the ſame for you. Pray hun to incline your heartsto 
Ns {tatutes * beſeech him to write his law in your hearts, 4 and to Cauſe 


YOU 09 Lccpe his Commandemcnts and judgements and doe thcm, 


And it you find ſuch an obedience,though not lo great, yer thar whic] 


| 


| 


Ld. 1 UC 14mm e ground by «6 2nd {tr iV C5 [O «> ran. tc ! an nec EXTC gth and DIO- 
DCItics, then rake comfort. 2 and be not atraid to call your {clves tonnes | 


nd GAUL N_ Ol  Abrah, mM, 5" 7 acheus was the fonne of Abra/ 148, 
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Now a tourth yertue in Abraham, was rci19jouinette, Hor itis ſaid of 


[11m Lat hec billt an Aitar to GO O09, 2nd th: 4 y hec worſhiped (> od. | 
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led on the name of God, and that hepayed tithe of all | 


nc hid to Aelchifedech, and this is for our learning. We muſt cy}! 
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-all faciifices on Chriſt the Alt Ir, We mult allo pay tithes of our 
HEPES, (; Ca. I D 


tric religion among the Canamtcs, there = called on Gods naine, 


that 15, pertormed publike worſhip of facr!. icing and praying, one 
nance for all. Andv.13.14. agate It is aid, tnat he came to the 


piace of the Altar which he had made arthe firit, 22d the: e called on 


the name of the Lord. And v.18. there at Hee he buiit an Altar to 
the Lord, and when God appeared to him, C.17.4.2. be fellon his 
tace belore God, INewing allduconrrard r reip W onto 1111, When he | 
'fpake unto him, And C.14 po mfedech was Price of the moſt high 
( 


00, 3rd he met Abraham and | blelfed him 2 and aber &2VC him 


ticthesof all. Ido notthinke he meant one!y of alirhe ſpoiles, though 


*/ 0 Y 019 Ih: (VE an Altar i B19 ute .Q God z a Dz rotcf10n of his 


hat hee did too, but © 2. CONHANT tithing of all he had is meant, This | 


rirhing was an acknowledgement of his {ubjcct! on to Melchifſedech, and 
2.1 Rr to be xetforantd to Chriſt who 1s a Picſt tor over after | 
at orc 'er, who muſt blefle and take the tithes of us. 

| rcly tithing is no Leviticall ceremony, for it 1s not originally 
BY primarily dueto the Levitica!l Pricſthood, buriris duero aneter- 


121] 7 riefthood , (even that afrer th: e ordcr- of Melchtſedech, and there- 
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torc 10 farreasT ce, itmuſt be ctcrnaily due, neither can any man law- | 
'olly forbeare to pay them ro Chriſt, neither can any man recel1ve |; 


them 1n Chriſts ſteede but he that is Chriſts officcrto preach in Chriſts 


teed and low his {pirirual! | EINQS. 
Now I pray yon looke tharvou be religious as. Abraham, profellc 
elig:0n, comero Gods houſe, call on Gods name. Learne that pub- 


lique prayer is 41 holy or4inance of God, trequent thar, and doepot 
ith and dc{piſe it as many of you' do, offer vp ſpirituall ſacrificesto 


God. Pay your tithes ducly of all, which I know none of youall } 


hat doth make conſcience of, youthinke that too deare a price to buy 


te worſhip of God with, but why ſhould you not ſhew your ſelves 


ſubject ' 
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Chriſts Priefthood as well as 4trahams ? It you could ' 
| make it maniteſt to be a Leviticall ceremony, you might thinke your 
| ſelves diſpenſed with it by Chriſts commiog ; But you cannot ſhew 
;any good reaſon why it ſhould beſo, and here 1s a good reaſon it was 
[not fo, for it was due to a Pricſt of another order then that of Aaron, 
(whereforcſhew your ſelves truely religions, by a conſcionable fcrting 
;apartto God the tithe of all you have, as Abraham did. 
[here it is ſaid he rirhed all, and inthe Hebrew the (poiles, it i5 no reaton | 
[ro ſhorten the wider place by the narrower, butro reconcile both to 
gcther thus, he paid tithe of all, and allo of the ſpoiles, as well as 
otherthings. I amin hope to prevaile with you for all otherthings, 
but in this I have no hope to prevaile, becauſe profit pleades againſt 
| me, and becauſerhe thing is controverted and denied by divers. Now 
| when a coſtly ſervice is queſtioned, O how hard is it to per{wade men 
to {ce that truth and follow it. Well I ſhew you-mine opinion, and 
leave itto God to perſwade you, but in other thing; which are nor 
controverted, I pray youto obey as Abriham did, and to ſhew your 
£ And fo we have thewed you Abrahazrs taith, obe- 
 dience, feare and devotion. O that we coula they the fame yertues in 
our lives. 
I cometo ſhew you nextthe good carriage of 45ra%am to men-ward, 
; Firſt himſelfe, then others. For himſlelfe, I requeſt youro note, Fir't 
that he was a very humble man, truely humble, one thar Gtd cteeme 
| himſelfe nothing in compariſon with God, and that is true humility, 
; to have a meane cfteeme of himſelic out of a true apprehenſion of 
| Gods greatnefle, and the infinite diſtance betweene God and him- 
; ſclfe, you ſhall ſee this in Abraham, becauſe when God came ro 
| ſhew him what ſhould become of the Sogomnites, and he out of mercy + 
| was mooved ta pray earneſtly for them, he faith unto God, am aut 
and aſhes, O good man, that when he came neere to God, he hada 
lence of his owne meanenc 
| and aſhes. 
This humility muſt wee alſo be cloathed withall, it is a neceflary 
fruite of the knowledge of God and ourſelves, without which we can- 
| It is the cabinet and ſtorchouſe of all graces. | 
 Irallures God togive us grace, it cauſeth all croſſes to ſeemecaly it | 
' God will lay them on, it makes all duties appeare reaſonable. Iris a 
erace by which a man becommeth like unto Chriſt, who humbled * 
and made himſelfe of no reputation. Pax! was nothing in his owne | 
| eſteeme. David counted himſclte a flea and a dead dog, and Chriſt | 
; hath ſaid, thar if we humble our ſclves we ſhall be exalted. For alas, | 
| be we not finnefull, and ſhall we not then be humble 2 Be wee not | 
| morrall men, be we not damnable creatures, and ſhall we not be hum- | 
ble! Beloved, ſcarchif you havethis grace, that is, a meanceſteeme | 
of your nothingneſſe compared to God, and | 
your ſinfulnefſe in your ſelves, and if you find your ſelveslaid low and 
made vile inyour owne cſtimation;thisis to be like Abraham, 


| ſubject to 


For when 


religion as he did. 


fle, and intitled himſclfe no better then duſt 


' not be true Ceriſtians. 


; of your ſelves in ref 


| | 
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| 
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Youtave tlie vertues of * Abraham in reſpectof himſelfe. Now in re- | 


[pea of other men, 


mily. 
For his family, conſidered generally and ſpecially. Generally, he 


' broughtrhem up godlily and religiouſly, and raughethem vertue and | 
' Boodr;c! lc, as is witnelled of him, Gen.18.19, I know hee mill com-| 
mand his houſhotd to keepe judgement and juſtice, and to keepe the way 
of the Lord. It he had not taught them the good way how thould he 


require them to KeePe It, and rhe word fgnificth ro cominand and | 
reach both, and iristhat of which u{ually the word tranſlated precepts | 
* doch come. Ahrahams then was caretull ro reach his pcople rhe | 


waics of God and to teach rhem all g00Mncile. Hee did thar to hike | 


houthold, which God hath com, panded us, bring them up tn the nur- 
ture ad information of the Lord. For indeed God did bid him cir- 


camcile lus children and lervants, and if he muil ad miniſter rhe Sealc 


of the Covenantto them, thea he niuſt teach them the Covenanc 
it {cife,cven the wholc doctrine of 0009 lincile, 


Brethren, benot anumber of you farre trom following Abraham 


'1n this marrer 4 you have not gotrenio much knowledge as to be able 


ro teach your people the doctrine of true picty, the way of God, ju- 
ſtice and judgement, nor doe not ſtrive ro get knowledge, And 
many that have knowledge make no care of communicating. Ah if 
 hethar provides not tor the family things necdtull to the body denies 
the faith, how 1s he guilty ot that ftaulr, which doth not provide for 
their ſoules, I beicech youthercfore be humbled for your omiſſion 
of this duty, and ſet about irnow you have helpes enough, and may 


| have time enough, it you will redeeme time from vanity. Dae what 


| 
| 


i 


| God praiſeth Abraham tor, and what he maketh an argument, why he 
will revcale to him all that he doth. 

Againe, ſee how CAbreham carried himſclteto the particular mem- 
bers of the tamily. Firit rowards his wite : ſecondly towards his 
| children: thirdly towards his ſervants. 

For his wife, you have a notable example of love and gent tleneile 
to Sarah in bearing with her paſſion and diltemper, and 1mperioul- 
nefle,as you have it noted, Ger.15.5,6. when ſhce flew upon Abraham 
wich a falſe and vehement reproote, ſaying, my wrong be upon thee, 


Firſt his tamily, then others without his fa- | | 
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{that is, thou art in blame, the fault isthinc, it is long of thee rhar I | 
am fleighted by my maid, ſhee beares her ſelfe bold of thee, thou | 
holdeſt herup 1n it, and lo concludes with calling God to be judge | | 


[reſtic as hers, but in gentle manner yeeldethto her, ſaying, thy maid- | 


: i 
. 
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' ſervant is tn thine hand, dve with her what thou wilt, This is an ho- 


nNourto him, if he had bcene put intoa rage by her rage then had he 
| beene overcome of evill, but now he 1s a right conquerour and over- 
 cComesevill with good, when he continued meeke and paſſed by her 


 diſtemper and yeelded to her paſſion, 


Bcloved, you that be husbands, 1 pray you follow this example, I | 
Ei .... A 
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'berwixt them. He doth not anſwer her againe with words as hotand | 
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pray you be not bitter againſt your wives, Be not wrathfull to them 
it you ſeethem in paſhon, it they take you up falſely and cauſcletly, 
'and blame you for that for which you arc not blame-worthy, beare 
|wirhthem, give them good words, doc wha: you can to ſatisfic and. 
[content them, ſhew love and wilſedome both at once. Carty your 
\ſclyvcs tothem as men of knowledge, not as men of ignorance, and 
oive honour to the woman as the weaker vellell, this 1s the counſcll 
that S. Peter gives you, Be ruled by _Atrahams decds and Peters 
words. Iris the greateſt honour that a man can ſhcw to himſclte 
'to be able to beare and forbeare. A wiſe man bceareth things, an 
' unwiſe man cannot beare. The wife is ones owne ch, a piece of 
'4 mans fſclte yea more then a peece. We are commanded to love 
chem as much as our owne ſclyes, and to cheriſh thei as Chri't 
dothche Churchz O be humbled tor any paſſions or d:ſtempe;s 
you have ſhewed betore your wives, or towards them, cventhough 
| thcy have provoked youfirſt: and now belcech the Lord ro make 
you like Abrabam that ſo you may keepe your families in peace, 
eventthough you have paſſionate wives. _ 
| Pcrhaps you will ſay, that Sarahs paſton brake out bur once, bur 
| your wives very often. 
| T anſwer, firſt, ir is not certaine that $.45 was paſhonate onely this 
; one time. Shee that did fall into orher diftempers might againe tall 
| intothis, bur if ſhee did not, Abraham thar bare this, out of the 
| ſame reaſon would have borne them too,it 1 were 2 duty to deale 
| thus mildely at one tume,it was a duty ro doe {o alwaies. 26 
| Whar then, ſhall a man ler his witc beare out her paſſions ſtill and 
| fleight him thatisher head 2 | 
| Tanſwer, firſt, better foe, then fill ones felfe with paſſion too. And | 
| ſecondly, Tanſwer, a loving, milde, gentle, admonition afterwards, 
| will prevaile more to make a woman remember ker ſelfe, then pre- 
ſent rage and bitternefſe, A drunken man is beſt curedby rebuke when 
| heis {ober,and paſſion 1s but drunkennefle, | 
| You ſee Abrahams cartiage to his wife, now I come toſhew you | 
| his carriageto his two ſonnes. 1. Heloved them both very well, as 
| is evident by his praying for 1ſhmael, and his taking the matter hea- 
| vily, when Sarah would have him caſt out of doores, but yet he lo- 
| ved neither of them ſo well, but that he could be content to haverhe | 
' one caſt out of his houſe, and the other burnt for a S2crifice, and to cut | 
' off boththcir foreskinnes. 
' Yo Parents mult learne to love their children, but with a moderate 
| love, ſuch as that they can be be content ro put them to ſmart, ſo. 
| farre as God will have them pur -ro ſmart, even by juſt corre@ionts | 
| cut off the foreskinne of their hearts, yea ro part with them, if 
God will have them baniſhed, or goe into another Countrey, yea 
ro have them die if God will have them dic. Such a moderate love 
which is {ubordinate tothe love of God, we muſt have and exerciſe | 
tothe fruit of our bodies, and we muſt ſhew the fincerity of our | 
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(EN. 4 The Example of GCuaP, P.12,&C! 
overomhem by praying for them,and the moderatenel] e of our loveby | | 
being uble < puniſh them duecly, andto part with mem cven by death | 
when God ſhall ſend ir. O bewaile your carnallneſle and unloving- ; 
nefſe, and immoderateloveto them. Inordinate love of a childeis a 
great faule, it will undoe the childe, it will make him delpiſe and 
abuſe the Parents, it will nouriſh all vices in him , it 1s the next | 
way to make God crofle aman in him, it makesa childe an Idol,pray 
to God theretorero moderate your love. | 
= a aham provided for all hisother children by pifts, and gave al! 
ne hid to Iſaac, as wee have it, C0125. 6 6. Is mukr a 200d Father | 
provide tor his children convenient portions, that they may be able | 
to live comfortably, and provider! em fit callings, as © {braham did, 
but make moſt account of the mo{t godly, and ct him be heire whom + 
' God hath made heire, cvenrhe eldeſt, unlefſe his wickednefle dif-in- 
herir him), and I ſuppoſe thar it mult be fome great wickednefle for | 
which aman fliould diſpotleſlc the cldeſt of rhe greater parr ot his ! 
eſtate, yer ſtill the eldeſt muſt have ſuch a larger portion as that the | 
YOUPger may have a CONVENIEMt Pi It for chem too. 


*% 2 


[carne to be aſhamed, you that arc [pcnd alls, and keepe nothing 
for your children, have nothing to give them: and learnc you allto | 
be moderately carcfull for the: m, and diſcreetely and indiffcrently | 
Iibe1tall rothem. Ler not one have all, the othernothing, lernor any 
ofthem be thru{t off with nothing for the others ſake, but be a Pa- | 
rent to all,O be husbanaly and thrifty to get and {ave, and be {cafona- | 
bly liberallto them, yet ſo, that ſtill your ſelves be in ſuch caſe as | 
[not to make your ſelves under lingstothem. 

Againe, for Jſaac, A braham was carefull to provide a wife, even | 


1 094 wit | Gne of the beſt he could though hee ſent farre for her, and it may 


ſceme he had not much with her, as you have it inthe whole Chapter | 
of Gez.24. Here eAbrahamis tobe imitated, it in any thing concer- | 
'ning a.child, helooked ro have agood wife more then a rich. Oif| 
Paathat be Parents would doe ſo, how. well would it goc with ma- | 
ny afemily « what is he or ſhee, not whathath he or ſhee ſhould be 
rhe que tion 2 | 

$22 9 rg 1 knew that God would provice a wife for his ſonne, it is 
probable he had prayed for that mercy and received an anſwer, he 
could not elſe have affirmed it fo certaincly. You that be Parents, | 
mult prayto God to give a wife or husband toyour fonne and daugh- | 
tcr , and make piety and vertue the chicfe match-makers : If | 
youwill ever ſhew your loveto be a {pirituall love, let it appeare to 

be inch to your children, if by any MEanes you will ſhew your ſ(clves | 
affected to them with a ſpiritua}l Jove, let it be in ſeeking their good | 
reaily, not tmaginarily, That woman ſhall live happieſt, not which 
hath the richeſt husband with largeſt revenyes, bur that hath the god- 

licſt kusband, moſt abundant in vertues; ſure a Father ſhould make 
his divghters happinefſe the maine end of his chooſing an husband 


tor hcr, or elſe he is not prudent, for prudence is avertue by which 
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a man doth worke rightly to happineſſe. I ſay the ſame concerning! | 
'the wife; be you therefore imitators of Avraham here, and be aſhi-| 
' med as our Saviour ſaith in another meaning, to {ccke thoſe things 
after which unſanCtified men and heathen doe onely or principally 
{ecke. 

I ſhould have named one grace more in Abraham towards God, | Another grace 
that is, patience, I doe not meane ſo mich or onely in bearing atfli- Pur "7p 
 Rions, as in a contented tarrying tor the promiſed feed. A quiet | tus Puience. 
waiting till benefits come, and a quict bearing of crofles that did 
' come, this is patience, a being filtnt to God and waiting on him : | 
' Alrabam had waited divers yeares, no {onne came, his wife was| 
barren, yet he waited and ſtill continued to hope, that God would | 
give him a ſonne ar length according to his promiſe, Sce, how | 
| you can waite upon God it he deterre the performance of his pro- þ.- 
| miſe, and that without muttering and without fainting. This is ancx- 
| cellent thing to belecye, pray and hope {ti!l though God deferre the 
accompliſhment of his word. Learnc this grace, Z/e/ſed is hee that 
by faith and patience can inberit the promiſes, as it is {aid of our godly 
tore-fathers. , P 

So Abrahams vertues to God are iatth, frare, obedience, wal- | ' 
ting or hope and devotion. And to $4745 ] ſhould have named ano- |,,,,......., 
ther. He mourned moderately for her and buried her honouradly, | mod--ar ly tor 
for he bought aburying place of che childrenof 77:5, that he might | $#4% 
interre her with all due re{peR. So ſhould an husband moderate nis 
att<Rion with diſcretion, and joyne diſcretion with hisaffeRion, that 
he may both ſhew ſome convenient meaſure of ſorrow for his wives | 
deceale, and alfſopower to keepe forrow within compaſle both for | 
degree and continuance, and ſo ſhould wives ſtand affteRed to hus- 
; bands, and all friends cach to other, and a decent funerall according 
to each mansplace*muſt be affoorded, to teſtihe their good will to 
the whole perſon when it lived, by due carriage to that ecatthie part 
of it which is left behinde. Thoſe yoke-fellowes therefore thar arc 
olad orwould be glad of each others deceaſe, and care not what be- 
| comes of the body of each other, they muit be blamed as naughty | 
and unloving husbands, and thofc that make no end nor keepe no | 
| meaſure in mourning muſt be blamed as over-loving and carnally lo- | 
| ving. Lerus ſomourne as to ſhew the thing was deare we patted with, | 
and withall, that we know we have bctter things remaining with us | 
then an earthly friend, | 


; 


' 


[ muſt now ſpeake of Abrahams good carriageto his ſervants; There | 4bratamr | 
' was one principall ſervant, Ruler, Steward, Over-ſcere of his houle, | CE | 
| hisname is Fliezer of Damaſcus,Gen.nt5.2, Him 1. He lovedmuch. | vants, o tie 
2. Truſted much, becauſe by good inſtructions and examples he had 14s "xg 
through Gods bleſſing made him fit and worthy to'be both loved |* 
and truſted, His love to him he ſhewes in ſaying to God (whereby ir 
is manifeſt that he did not counterfeit, for Abraham was too godly to 


tell a counterfeit taleto God) one borne in mine houſe ſhall be mine heire, Geo.15.4. 
at K 4 |, Loe | \ 
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| Avood fervand OE 2 good ſervant ſhou!d be very dearc unto his maſter, ſo that w 
| ſ;>uld be re ſhould plentifully and liberally recompence him {tor to fay that a! 
ſpeiteds | fervant ſhould be made ones heire if he have no children, that I dare | 
K not, but I &are ſay he ſhould be plentitully and liberally rewardcd | 
| Deut.3 g.1 2313 ur of orear love.) The Lord commanded that an Hebrew ſeryant 
| ould nor be put out empty, but that his Maſter ſhould commurni- 
T1ov427.13, | cate to him of. his goods, and Salomon faith, that as hee that looketh. 
10. the fig-tree ſhall eate of the fruit thereof, ſo ſhall a zood ſervant that 
| | attendeth his maſler come to honeur, is meaning is to ſhew, that Ma- 
| ers thou!d ror be indebred ro thicir ſervants, bur ſhould reſpe and. 
| prcferre them. Thoſe therefore rhar having good and vertuous fer- | 
| {1 wh ſhall not ſhew chemlclyves I:berall, and courteous, and loving, / 
but quite contrarily, froward, and unloving.; and niggard!y,aremuch 
Ee 1: «ro be condemned, as men that have not wiledome to conlider, how 
| | much benefit a man hath by 1s ſervants, ſo that netther couid men | 
\oer richcs nor «njoy them if they wanted ſervants; neither could | 
| they be without them in many other reſpe&s, andif rhe ſervants be 
g00d, next to God, above all men hee ſtands moſt beholding to. 
* | them, His life 1s intheir hands, his goods are in their hand, and to ' 
| ſpeake as the truth, is, hee is more indebted tro them then they to 
' lim. Afﬀervant might morecafily ſhift tor himfclte without a Maſter, | 
: then a Maſter live as he doth without ſervants : wherefore I com- | 
mend unto you all humanity, love, courtcfic rowards your ſervants 
that be good and faithfull, ſuch as feare God and doetheir duty in 
ſich ſort as humane frailty will permit unto your ſelves. Labour to | 
ru may your ſervants to be religious, and truſtic, and | diligent, and if 
-y beſo, ſhew all good will to them and incourage them in their | 
| py by loving entertainement, eſpecially ſeeing now they be free- | 
(hF | me «1 nd not bondflaves that are your ſervants, | 
bi 4 | Aghine, Abraham truſted his ſervant with the weightieſt buſineſſe 
it | of his life, getting a wife for Iſaac, and bound him with an oath, 
Fi | bur duely limited and freed from all doubt and diffcaltie as much as | 
LJ WEED | might be, as you may reade, Gen.,24. inthe beginning, cauſing him to. 
It lay his hand under his thigh and fweare about that buſineſſe; alone | 
limiting him ſo that he ſhould be freed from ir if his fri-nds were | 
wy anting tohim. So agood Maſter ſhould truſt a good ſcrvant, onely | 
giving him neceſſary inſtrutions,and cautions, and if matter be of ſuch | | 
 weigh:, laying the bond of an oath upon him, for no bond ſtronger | 
then thar, none fitter to binde a godly man: what might be the mea: | 
ning of laying the hand under the thigh in {wearing, I cannot learne | 
nor conjc&ture my ſelfe,onely it had ſome due ſignificationin all like-| 
lihood, as our laying the hand onthe Bible and kiffing it. Jacob alſo 
required ir of his ſonne 7oſeph, ſo that it may ſeeme to have beene 
done in {ome religious reſpect, whether intimating the expectation |: 
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| of the promiſed ſced to come ourof the loynes of Tacob and Abraham 
| I canner ſay. But whatſoever this geſture might meane,we note that 
| ' Abraham truſted his ſervant, and ſo muſt all men needs doe in ſome | 


degree, | 
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| degree,and therefore had need to chooſe good (ervants,or do thcir beſt 
to make them ſuch as may berruſted. 

Now for all the reſt of his ſervants young men fir for warre, they 


were 318. with whom he fought againſt the Kings that vanquithed | * 
the Sodomites, He did traine them up to warre as was fit, and there- | 


| fore they are called his tra/ned or in(trutted fervants, and when hee 
had gotten the victory, they had leave by him to cate of the ſpoile; 
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 ſothat a good man ſhould bring up his ſervants according to his place | 
 fitly ro do him ſervice, and arlcalt ſhould ſee that they have foode for | 


; them,chicfly whenthey labour and take paines, 


| of his houſe, whether kin{men or frinmen as we call them, he had 
' one kinſman his Coufin german Lo?, thar was ſonne ro his brother 
 Haran, him he loved very well, and ſtudied to keepe all good peace 
and correſpondency with him, and to remove all contention, and for 
thar end, when their ſtates were growne {o great, thatthey could not 
conveniently dwell rogether, becauſe being {ojournours they were to 
take up but the waſte of the land, which no naturall inhabitant had 
poſleſled, or clfe to take Jand for money of the inhabitants if they 
could {pare the ſame, he came to Lot and made the motion of peace, 
and after gave him his ofter to chooſe what part of the countrey hee 
would, as you may read,Gen.l1 3.7. 

Here is an excellent yertue of ſo mild and peaccable a diſpoſition, 
that to pfevent ſtrife, can yeeld to his inferiour, in ſeeking to pacific 
him by going to him with peaccableand quiet words and offers, and 
ſofarre part with his owne right, as to give the otherthe better a grear 
deale, rather then proceed to jarres and diſcontents. O rhat we could 
all imitate Abraham, eſpecially bretheren, kinſmen, and neere friends, 
' and be ſo deftrous, of unity and accord as he was, not ſtouting it out as 
' many do, with ſhall I yeeld fo farre to him as to goe to him, to let 
him have his way, let him cometo meit hepleafe, andler him yeeld 
'tomec. Moſt of our {pirits be ſo big, that they will not bow to any 
that is a little inferiour, no not for peace ſake, imparting with a little 
of their right forit. But know, it 15 an honour tobe able to bears and 
torbeare, he hath the moſt wiledomeand grace, that can part with his 
owne right, rather then continue a quarrell, it it be not ina matter of 
very great weight, wherein great dammage ſhould come to himor 
his family, by parting with it. And know, thatto ſtand over highly 


| ſting wiſe to affirme that they will not, is a proofe of a man led 
much by paſſion, and filled much with pride and ſelfe concei- 
tedneſſe. Hee knowes not the valew of peace, that will not redeeme 


kinſman. The thing therefore ] am to commend unto you, is pea- 
ceableneſſe, and forthat end moderation and lowlinefle of carriage, 
in yeclding a little more then needes ro thoſe that ought rather to 
yeeld to you, and certainely the comfort that peace and concord 


5 


upon tearmes, and not to bate a jot or tittle, as ſome men ule in boa-| 


it with bending ſomwhat even to his inferiour, chiefly a neere | 
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[ proccede to Abrahams carriage toward forreiners that were not| 4br:hame car- 
r1720 to his 
| kinſmen 
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| | will repay you withall, {hall Prove it a good bargainc {o to purchaſe 
| ﬀ 


| PTATC, 


2 He reſeued | Apaine, Lot Abrahams kinſman was taken by the Kings that con- 
fend me fomer quered Sedom and Gomorrah, and when Abraham heard of it, he dr- 
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He vas loyins 


\ from him, yet his loveto Lot had not left him, bur he was atcolt and 


to Lot. 


He was coura-/  Againe, Abraham ſhewed courage in this worke, for had not hee 
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med his owne ſervants, and got his contederates ro joyne with him, | 


and by force of ſword redeemed Lot out of their hands, as you have | 


the ſtoric, Gen,14.1415,16. together with all the goods and people 


of Sodowe, prudently ordering the battaile by night, and comming. 


| upon them ſccretly and unawares, Here arc three excellent vertues 


| of Abraham, Firſt, Love to his kinſman Lot. Second, Courage and | 
| reſolution, that durſt fight for h1m. Third, Prudence in ordering the , 


-riage of Abimelech and others to him, and theretore he had warrunt 
| and ground enough ro make warre 2gainſt any King, Statc or perſon 


' whole buſinctſe. For you muit rake notice that Abraham was 2 little | 


Prince, a kind of petty King in thote dayes, as appeareth by the car- 
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| UpON 1 juſt quarrel, 
But firſt marke his love to Lot, although Lot was lately departed 


labour and hazard to redceme him from captivity. Muſt not wee 
 learne of him to ſhew great loveto our kinſinen and ſpeciall friends, 
| if they be in danger perill and miſery, cven to doeall thar according | 
'to our places we may to {uccour, relieve and reſcue rhem, againlt | 
' wrong, violence, opprefſion and like calamities. Be Charitable and | 
| kind kin{men and bretheren, cleave to your kinfmen and bretheren, | 
' and ſo farreas you may lawfully, and as your places will bearc,defend, | 
' maintaine and helpe them againſt unjuſtice and injury, No man mult * 
Joyne with his kindred in afinnefull and unjuſt cauſe, bur in a good and | 

honeſt and juſt cauſe, he is not of Abrahams minde, that will notſticke | 

tothem, and helpe them what in him lieth. All therefore that deſert” 
their friends in honeſt matters, ſor feare of alittle coſt or paines or the | 
like, are to ſee, that they be notgood imitators ofthis good man, nay | 
nor any that doth not according to his place, ſuccour the oppreſled, : 
which Sa/omm commendeth under a queſtion ſaying, wrlt thou not de- | 
liver him ? For muſt we ſuccour an Aſle preſſed with a burden,and not | 
3 brother prefled with abundle of injutics, 
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| beene of good reſolution, he would not have dared to oppoſed him- 
ſelfero aconquering army and a Prince, that had held divers other | 
 Princesin ſubje&ion, and now came forthar purpoſe intothoſe parts, 
' to ſubdue thoſe that had caſt of the yoake. Loe how a g00d man 
' muſt be couragious too, and not ſuffer himſelfe to be deterred from | 
his duty, or any good and commendable worke, by feate of danger. 


What courige Courage is ſuch a diſpoſition and frame of mindthar will not be daun- | 


ted by perills and dangers, and by evill accidents, that he may cn- 
counter in the workes that his place requireth, but will reſolve what 
1n him lies, with due reſiſtance to repell them, or if they cannot be 
repelled, to beare them. Such courage Abraham here diſcovered, 


| ſuch 
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| ſuch courage do you alſoſhew and exerciſe, let not every ſhew of dan-!. | 
ger $kare you: bur gocthorow with good workes, wharſocvercomes | | 
of it. It 18 a good Thing to be valiant in battaile, where lite IS CX- | 
poſed to perill, and is itnotagood thing to be valiant againſt a!l other 
dangers © 
And that you may be couragious in all thinos. Firſt, be fure the! 11.1. 

Cc ane IN Wil ch you put your ſc Ives in hazard, beg 104 and juſt. Is | courage, £ 
concly, be ſure that you take God along with you, DY as ne his! Ss 
2VOur in 4 NOI converſation, as  . ſhrah. 478 C! id, or clic COUT. aQQ "may 
© icklyfatle and decetve you. "] 
EZ -An d NEXT, learns to dealc Pri: _— in al aff irs, 25 Abraham did, | 
in{cckingrhe helpeot his confederates, and raking tho opp: Ytunity of | 
nioht, a" id aividieg his men againſt h's enemics into {overall bands, 
The cxcclict _W of a buſineſſes Is in the wiſe carria "M It, Jabovrin 3 | 
to gct convenient aid and helpe, and then cl hoofing fir anne and {ea- | 
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ſons anl 0 0LtAce Circumitances : We muſt blame our i= res thentregl 

i by any init CYELION Of failing, we ha Ve Ol ac Fes Ou! OWNne good | 

ſuccitle inaar afta L1CS, 25 OLcEN times nen doz WIER alt pray tO 204d | 

to Cirect! Sv a0 d1! Ciction ( forit is his gitr, ) that we be NO C2 es of F2 
QUr OWwne app! ren: and miſery. | 

| ; 7 6 a "a nll 

' N v2 V ſe * how Avra 1.1/72 ehav CC himiclte ro at it)- mcn aS Y\ # ap 

them. 1. To the Soawomtes, 2. Torhe Cmanitcs, 3, To Angels: vom | 

| 


| he tooketo betray ikers, | 
Firit ro the Soaom:1es, firſt he 6id moſt heartily intercede ro God | 4414 aus £1 
or their ſparing, if tliere had beene found, 50. 47, 39,20. Yea bu: | 14% to rke | 
19. juſt men therein: $9 great 2 lover of good men was Abraham, | $6 vc 
that he would heartily pray to God to ſavethem, and for their ſakes | wan, © 
to ſave alſo the people whom they dwelt amongſt, and how well] 
\pleafi; 'g this ſervice was to God, it is evident int he ſtorie, Gen.1s 


| 
ad finem, For God did with wondertull patience accept his ſuj A 
| 


, 
: 


evenrill hee came to ſo low a rate, as if he did finde but 1c. inthe 5. 
Cities, thar 1s, a poor? couplein every Ultty. 
| Wee mult learnehence, ro ſhewour loves to man-kindin oenerall, 
| an eſpeciatly to juſt and g00d men, in praying God for all righte cous | 
; men, that they may be ſaved and delivered, and for the Socicties | | 
and Cites and countries wherein we live, that they alſo might prol-. 
| perand eſcape for the good ſake of the good that liverhere, Fervent | 
' prayer for humane ſocictics and for juſt men inthem, ſhould be made | 
by Gods peopte. Why ſhould you not improve the right you have | 
unto Gods cares? Forthe good of many, 7 wil! that prayers and (up- | i Tim-3.4. 
'plicat ions be made for all men, ſaith S.Paul, eſpecially ro pray thar God 
would deliver Citics and Countrics from publike and fearetull de- 
| ſtruions, Bretheren, why are we ſo defeRive in this duty *« Why | 
| do we not pray forthe nations abroad 2 in hope that there may be | 
| ſome righteous amongſt them, why are our mouthes ſtopped | 
| from ſuch ſuites 2 Let us now follow our Father here, and ler our | 


hcartes and mourthes be inlarged with all humble confidence _ = 
Ccc | & 
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the preſcnttime from the King of Soaeme, who wiſhed alone the per- 
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{cech God, for the good of thoſe Cities and quarters of Chriſten- 
{ome that are ready tocxte up one another, that God would ſhew 
tavour to them and not give them over to periſh by the ſword cach of 
other, Acconnt Prayer an exercile of ſome cthcacie, have ſo much 


faith as to know that our praycrs ſhall nor be vaine labours, and 


chat you beleeve, that God is a God that heareth prayers ; onely 


ler all your prayers be as Abrahams were, fervent, humble,and rc- 
' verend. 


Another good worke of © Abraham to the Sodomites was, that he 


did nor make them {laves to himſelte and kceepe them for his owne 


' uſe, nor ſell them as ſlaves to others, 2s by the Law of' Nations he 
| might well have done, but granted rhem liberty, and ſer them a- 
| gainzin ſtate of freedome atter he had by the {word taken them out 
| of the hands of thoſe that had led them captive. He ſhewed hu- 
| manity and kindneſſe to them, thovgh they were wicked men and 
' not 1igourand extremity. | 
| Were mult all learne to be kince and lovirg to n;ankinde, and not 
'to preſſe men with heavic and gricvous burdens, even though wee | 
might doc it in extremity of right. This ſhall bring more Jove and 
good will, honour and good efteeme, then rougher and more fe- | 
vere Carriage. Ir is better to be loved then hated, honoured then Ci{-| 
graced, be counted a friend and ſaviour of men, then a proud per- ; 
{on that cares not what becomes of others, fo thar himſelfe may | 
make an advantage ofthem. The comfort that geatleneſle and cle- | 
nrencie bringeth, is alſo very much more then that which will fol- | 
low from the contrary. The dying heart can receive no content in | 
thinking he hath cruſhed, inthralled or otherwiſe afflicted men, but | 
that he hath delivered, comforted, ſaved them, that affoorderh great | 
conſola-ion, in that it becommeth an argument of goodneſle, and a | 
meanes of hope, that a man ſhall finde m*-rcy as he hath ſhewed and | 
exerciſed it, Let not cither coyctouſneſſe, or atrogancie, or a cruell | 
diſpoſition make you carric your ſclves auſtercly ro men for your | 
owne advantage ſake, but uſe all courtcſic, as «Abraham did even | 
to thele Sodowites, Let them enjoy good things, even though you ' 
have power and ſome ſhew of right to deprive them thereof, one- | 
ly doenot interrupt juſtice in her a&s of ſcvcrity. This was his dea-. 
Ing with the Sodowrites in generall. | 
Sce how his dealing is with the King, as you have it, Gen.14. | 
21, He would not take any thing that was his, no not toa ſhooe-Jat- 
cher, and he faith, that he had lift up his hands 10 God to that end, 
thatit might not be ſaid by the King of Sodome, 1 have made Abra- 
ham 2: Here Abraham ſhewes himſelte, firſt, a man that did nor : 
regard riches, nor eſteeme the wealth of this world, in that of his 
owne accord he bound himſclte by a vow, not to rouch fo great a | 
bootieas this, that fell into his hands by juſt conqueſt, and which in | 
all equity he might have taken and that with good thankes too for 
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| ſons, and did willingly yeeld the goods to Abraham, but Abraham 
ſtood upon termes here of credit tor his Religion fake, and would 
\not have the King of Sogeme to triumph and ay, that his wealth had 
inriched Abraham. 


j 


| Youſce, that we ſhould ſo di{-valew riches, as freely to caſtthem 
\away and deny our ſelves of them, rather then incurre any reproach or 


diſgrace for them,even though theimputation would be unjuſt. Should | 
not a!l men labourto have as generous a minde as Abraham ? Sure, \ 


we ſhould {trive for the perfection of vertue which hath beene found 
inthe Saints. It cannot be ſaid yer, Abraham ſhould haye ſinned if 
he had takenthis ſpoyle, neither was hee bound ſo mich to the 
' Sedomite, as to aftoord him cither perſons or goods : bur he confide- 
red before hand, that ſome aſperſton of covetonſneſſe would haye 


 beene caſt upon him, it he ſhould have . poſlefled himfclic of this | 


wealth, and therefore he bindes himſclte from it by a vow. Noble | 


Abraham, that regardeſt due eſtceme rather then great riches, and | 
wou!dſt let goe ſo faire a morſell, rathcr then incurre any the leaſt 


ſhew of diſgrace for worldlinefſe. Why ſhould not we be followers 
of Abraham in hisvertuzs * Why ſhould weule meanesto get wealth | 
joyned with apparent reproach 7 ſuch as woul4 fer the mauthes of all : 
' men on talking againſt us, more then this fa& would have filled 
the mouth of Chedarlaomer with talke againſt Avraham : O what a bu. | 
ſineſle of minde is this newes 2 and how doth it ſhew our in- 
ordinate affeion to riches more.then to a good name? whichyer is 
to be preferred aboveall treaſures, if we would hearken to Salomon, 
1 conclude, that we muſt ſhew our true magnanimity, by ſlzighting | 
great abundance of outward things, ſo as that no man might ever | 
| have cauſe to grudge againit us, that theſe riches which ſhould | 
have beene his if all things had beene fairely carried, have made us 
rich, eſpecially Jet no man grow rich by taking fortcitures of poore 
men, It is worſe to ule extremity to a meane perſon then to a: 
orcat. | 
Now conſider this worthy mans carriage to the Canaztes, inha-! 
bitants of the land in which he was a ſtranger, Firſt for the Coun- | 
trie ir ſelfe, then for the perſons rhat dwelt in it. For the Countrey, 
Abraham made it much the better tor him by two things, wood and 
water, very neccſlary things for the life of man. For hee planted; 
groves and hee digged wells againe, which had beene digged in 
the daies of his Father. As concerning thoſe groves, it is conje- 
Rured that they might be for religious uſe, becauſe it 1s faid, there 
he called on the name of God: bart the word here uſed is not the ſame 
under which ſuch groves for religious uſe are after forbidden, there- 
fore more like it is that here alone was intended civill uſe, and ſure 
it is agood thing to plant wood for the benefirof mankind after our | 
ſelves be dead. A man would have thought, what ſhould aſtranger 
trouble himſelfe to make a grove? He is likely to depart from the 


| place ſoone, and then he cannot carry his trees with him ; bur this 
did 


—_——_—_—_— » . ” — PR __—_ 


——————— ——_—_O(@___C 
— —- 


———— — 


— 


109 


Alrabams 


pood cariiage 
tO the Cade 
nates. 


Pianting of 


wood 1$ 2 com» 


mendablec 
thing. 


” w— — . 


| 


> A = 
oy = ag - ce "SS a — I ag ee ere, « 
we * v 


— - - 


Hee (owe 


lowly 


1Nd [ C- 


ſp: ye Car- 


{Iag9c ro 


' cac Hz 


— cc Aba Gt 


- a c_—_— = 


yard. | 


(IICS» 


' You, our age defirotcs that neceſſary proviſton, All cut downe, 


——— 


_—- - - . — I—=o- ww  ———< 


did not diſcourage Aby raham, he knew that ſome n man might enjoy it | 
if himſcelte did not. Indeed for wells and water, the profit re- | 
dounded to himſelfe preiently as well as. to others for the fu- 
ture. 

Now leazne of him to be common Bcnefa&ors, by helping to 
' ſtore the world with wood and watcer-ſ{prings, and other like things, 
the uſe of which ſhall redourd to many as well as to your ſelves: 
Eipecially the care of planting woods thould be commended unto 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| NONE plant fyr another age, wood is vuſcfull for ſhade, for taker, 
for fewel', it is one of the things wee cannot want, it is one of | 
the chings, tharif : ir bediſcrectely done, will quit the coſt that it re- | 
quireth. The tree after alittle time will grow without any labour of | 
expence beſtowed about it, it will pay for irs ſanding, if you ſer 
your hedge-rowes with trees, they would grow as well as thornes. 
If here and there at convenient diſtance, trees. were planted, efpeci- | 
ally timber rices, the grafſe would not be much the 1:ffe. But Iam | 
not a husband-man g00d cnough to commend theſe particulars to : 
you; Let mee commend the thing i in generall, Order things for the | | 
common benefit, and ſhew your ſclves lovers of mankinde; be not 
all for your ſelves and for the preſent. | 
Now to the perſons generally, he ſhewes crr:efie, that is, a car- 
riage ſavouring of lowlinefle and good citeeme, rogether with love | 
and good will unto the Hittites when he came unto them about the | 
| matter of a field of buriall for Sarah, Gen.23, 7. Hee flood up and 
bowed himſelfe, the word is the ſame that is in other places tranſla:ed | 
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worſhipped, meaning he bowed his body with his face downeward 
1n teſtimony of honour and reſpec, and afterwards, verſe 32. Hee 
bowed downe himſelfe before the people of the Land, You ſec lowly ang, 
reſpeQive carriage inthis worthy icrvant of God 
|  Weought tocarrie our ſelves courteouſly to all men, Honony all men, 
' Hith S. Peter, he meancs it, of this kinde of reſpective behaviour of bo- | 
dy. This is a meanes to ſhew love,and to begecr love,and to increaſe | 
lov: -,and to keep out jarres and diſcontent, as a ſower and hautic and 
(ullen dogged carriage do: h prociaime contempt or hatred or both,and 
we caulcth jarresand fallings out,ancdifl;kes,and increaſcth them if they 
| hx Ve beene begun. Thoſe th: reforc tat be of a haughry Carriage, 
' or rude and boyſterons beiiviour, not knowing how to elve duc 
=—_—_ Or compleun en's of courteſic areto be blamed,as men that; 
doe not alone want ecncarron bur chariry and humility, forif thoſe 
| graces dd rule in the heart, though they could not Prompt 3 man 
'to 2 kinde of artifictall demon{traion of them, yerthcy would fome | 
| yay infuſe themſelves into the carriage, and make ir gentle and ami- | 
able. Therefore let your carriage be faire, and kinde.and ſweere, bow, | 
 vend, faJure, uſecap, knees, ail ſuch tn1n2s as either hature or cultome | 
maketh to beas ic were badges and profeſſions of humble love and | 
| ſerviccableneſſe, of a not too much preferring your ſelves above. 
others, 


| 
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others, and urder-valewing them in compariſon of your ſelyes, ac- 
cultome your {clves unto and uſe them for conſcience fake, that they 
' may ſavour of piety inthe eſtimation of God, who can ſee piety in 
ſuch things, and ſo they may be more then morrall vertues, even | 
ſpiritual] actions and fruits of Sanctification, Onely, I beſcech you, | 
to tak? h-ed of cauſing your courtefie to be meere complement, and ; 
of bcing the more crafry by how much you ſeeme more courteous, 
and of uihzring in ſome naughtineſſe by a goodly and lowly car-| 
Triage of your ſelves. It ſuch vertues be corrupted, and that there | 
' be nothing in them but the meere our-fide,the more loathſome to 


| God, and ar length alſo to man, 
Particularly, ſce how he carricth himſclfe ro Hephron the-Hitrite, * Abrabans "i 
| ridpe to He- | 


with whom he bargained for a field of buriall. He deales plainely | pjr. 
and ſquarely with him, Ephron offered to give it him freely, he 
| would none, A wealthy man ſhould not be apt to reccive athing | 
' of gift, it would be a figne of covetouſneſſe and of an having dif- | | 
poſition. Then he asketh the price and faith, that hee will give as 
much as it is worth. 7 will give thee ſaith hee the money of the field, 
that js, whar it is worth, and Ephron anſwers, tis worth 400 the- | : 
kels. A common ſhekell is thought to be werth 1s. 34. of our) 
moncy, ſo 400 ſhekels is 25 1b. and then Abraham weighes him 
the money of filver currant with the Merchants. Abrahams in a bargaine | 
of 251b. doth not ſtand halfe-perthing,and firſt bids 15, then 17, 
then 20, then 22, then 24, then 25, as anumber of baſe nigeardly | 
minded men would have done, but when he ſaw it to be worth the 
money at a word he paycs it, and when Ephron ſaw Abraham de- 
firous of this land, he doth not aske 40, or 35, or 3o, or 32, but 
at one word tells him ſo much ir is worth, and ſo they agree, the 
| ; one alſo payes currant money in full weight, and the other giveth] 
+ {preſentaad good aſſurance, and fo here is juſtice, and plaine upright 
| dealing berwixt them, 
| O that you would learne of him to bareaine and pay without any 
| over-reaching or tricks cither in bidding or asking, or other devi-| . 
| ces, that you might ſhew your ſelves not to be poſſeſſed with the 
| ove of money, which is the vice of all vices, even the roote of all 
'evill, Bur T am ſure, the contrary driving of bargaines is uſuall 
| amongſt us, thar it may appeare we doe not buy and fell out of re- 
| ſpe& of our duty unto God, and the common goed, bur alone 
' out of defire to waxe as rich as we can, yea though it be by other 
mens loſſes. 

Next conſider, Abrahams carriage to .Aner, Eſheol, and eMamre. | Hiscuriage to 
Firſt, in making a Coyenant with them it ſcemeth to have becne | 4ner, Eſbeor, | 
a lcague of peace offenſive and defenſive. —_— in making | *** Meare. 
bold with them to crave their aid in his battel! againſt the King of 
 Shizon, by whom Lot was captivated. Thirdlygyn allowing them 
to take their part of the booty though himſelfe' would not doe it. 


[ 


| 
' SOa good man may and in ſome caſes muſt joyne himſclfe in | | 
| L 2 | CO- | 
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bran wag Now fee, how CAbrabam carrieth himſelfe to LA bimelech as you 
melech,Þ | finde it recorded, Gen. 21.22, & 33. Abimelech with his chicte 
1, Maketha | Captaine and inward friend came to «Abraham, defiring to make 


covenant with 2 Covenant of peace and amity with him , perceiving that hee 


EY Further note, that Abraham dealeth plainely with Abimelech, and | 
plainely with reprooveth him concerning a well of water which the ſervants of | 


Pd 
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12' [|GznN, The Example of Cua fa 
| covenants and leagues fo farre as his owne benefit, and the bene- | 
' fir of other men requireth it, and muſt uſe prudence and diſcretion | 
| to keepe himlelfe ſafe, not relying on the care of God withour | 
| care of uſing meanes. Hee may alſo challenge of others, the per- | 
| formance of covenants, and muſt be content to make himſelte be- | 
| holding to his friends as occaſion ſerveth, and not itand roo much. 
| upon termes of being troubleſome to them. And hee mult alſo 
leave his friends to themſelves, in point of their right, and not. 
preſſe them to thoſe things, whereto yet it may ſeeme convenient ta. 
| binde himſelfe : for you heare © Abraham ſaying, Let Aner, Eſhcol, 
«»4 Mamre take their part of the booty, though himſclfe bound him. | 
ſelfe by oath to take no part of it. O that we could carric our [elves 
ſo ro our friends! and not be ſtill pinching to them, ſo as we will 

' part with nothing, unlefſe they will be perſwaded to part with as 
much. Ir is amoſt baſe and abje& diſpoſition, and carrics a reliſh 
of exccſhve ſelte-love, when a man is ſogreedy of his owne gaine, 
that unleſle others will beare as great apart as himſclfe in ſuch and 
ſuch things, he will hold and keepe and ler nothing goe from him- | 
ſelfe. But it is a noble and magnanimous part, and a figne of true | 
| charity, when a man will rather put himſelfe to lofle, and yer give 


| others leave to have an eye unto their profit. 


— — — — w ___ nd c-— —— 


———  - 


|wds a man blcſled of God and proſperous, and CAbraham condiſ- 
| cended to the motion and makes the oath unto him. So fhould we 
| willingly imbrace offers of peace and concord; and covenants of 
love and amity, even it need be, to binde our ſelves therein with | 
a ſolemne oath, for the Lord of Heaven is ſo great a lover of uniry 
betwixt men, that hee is well content, his holy and great name 
| ſhould be uſed as a bond or obligation to tie them faſter and ſurer | 
| ropgether. When therefore a lawfull oath is required of us, for the | 
aſluring of others that we will deale faithfully in any part of our duty, 
we ſhall notdoe well to refuſe ſuch an oath, bur muſt informe our 
ſelves by the practiſe of ſogood a man as CAbraham of the lawfall. 
neſle and uſefullneſſe of ſuch an oath; only that we be carefull to ! 
 deale uprightly and ſincerely, both intaking and in keeping ouroathes. 
. Yea when an oath 15 miniſtred to bindeas toforbeareall wrongfull car- | 
\riage and doe good in our places,we ſhould be glad ro have our conſci- / 
<nces firmely ticd in ſuch caſes. _ 


| 


Avimelech had violently taken away from Abraham. So muſt wee 
 deale freely and plainely with our neighbours and triends, in cxpoſtu- 
lating ſuch and ſuch wrongs as may fall out to be done unto us 
| by them and theirs, and muſt not laythe matter up in our mindes, ſo | 
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to keepe our ſely escſtranged fromthem. For ir may lo cometo pale, 
chat we may tinde that it was without their privitie and againſt their 
will, that ſuch bad meaſure hath beene alfre -d untoOus, as it fcll ove 
in the matter whereof Abraham doth compl: ine to Ab:melech. Bur 
we mu! {t be ſure Beloved, in all occaſions of {ich c mp! [aints, toream- 
cr our anger, and keepe our ſclves in 10 g00drmune, that we breaks 
notforth into words of cholcr anJ dilcontent, tending to provoke and | 
exaſperate them with w hom we deale in ſuch calcs, but do it with 
oecntleneſlc and mildnefle OL Ip: *XCl, tha at quict Wor ds may P Icthe 
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wtarh if any be ſtirred, not gricy9! US words itirre up that whicl 1 was. 
' ready to goe torth of it ſelfe. Yea when 2juſt and '<2ionable apo!ogy | 
' or exculc is uſed by any upon our complaints, we muſt be ready to 


—_ of it, andto be fatisfied, that we mT 1y nor prove our ſelves to be ; * 
an imvlacable diſpoſiti lon. 

Yea we lee, _ Abraham dealeth a | 
for 1t 1s {11d, T , he Qave hm Sheepe 47,9 On wWhenthey made 
4 covenant, © men ae have wealth muſt be f.ce hindeq. and free 

' he TC, and ready to beſtory conv cntent gitrs cab = clents upon thoſe 
whoſe favour they would kcepe, and to wham they would have 1: 

' manifeſt thar they reſolyero be faſt and arefiie 1d5, Nothing leffe | 
 beſcemerh a wealthy man then niggua!inite an c: Incl: | 
whereby he is ſo held in captivity, that} he cannot 1 willingly icrany | J 
thing g0C trom him, but what he cannot keepe though he 3; Ou! d. | 
fo e<d bounty is chieicly to be exerciſed to the Ppoore and needy, 


but y ct ſo that in due time we mult learns C9] practiſe C It, Dy 2 free O7 V1 18 
to our equals alſo, and thoſe that ſtand not in ab{o encede, for gifts | 
are fit MCancs t9 ExXPre efle rhe lovers good will, as; oy” as to [upply the - 


ants of the receivers. | 
| "Lafthy; Abraham fcts apart 7, Ewe Lambes, and when Ammelech| ,,,r... 
demanded the reaſon, he tells him thit he ſhould reccive thoſe Lambes | $01 caring | 
a: his hand in teftimon y of his acknowledgement, that Abraham had | He | 
digged that well, and that the right thereof appertained tohim. Soj 
we ſhould in wiſedome learne to make all matters cleare betwixt our | 
{elves and others, in caſcs thar have beene in controverſie,. that fo, | 
wee may cur of all occations of heart-burning*or contention tor rhe 
'timero come, and that though wee put our {elves to alittle col, for! 
' the ferting of things | in ſabley Peace berwixt them and us. 7 
| The! 2f part of 4brahams good carriage is to ſtrangers, which he 
conceived ar firſt robe men, though indeed they proved to be Angels: 

for ſo you have his hoſpitaly recorded by the Holy Ghoſt, ea.78. 

1.4417. When he ſaw certaine men which he tooke to be traveller: 

he ranne to them,and with importunity brought them on their w: y. | 

' Acourteous, tree and honourable intertaining of trangers, is a vertue 
| commended to our imitation, by the example of Abraham : for ſo | 
; ſairhthe Author to the Hebrewes. Be not forgerttull ro intertaine ſtran- | 11.4, 41.4, 
oers, for by that meanes ſome have reccived Angels unawares, and. 


& we arc biddento be given to hoſpitality. Let us therefore be farre 
L3 __ from 
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i 
ty Or Doote and Needy ne ighbouts, that cannot reward us, for our | 


v before curtefie, and rells us, that ſuch coſt 
\ | 


(halt be reckoned for, 50 have we cone With Abrahams veoitues, | 
ich if we cantake out in our practiſe e Happy {hall we be, forto this 


| mens 904d deeds reo! iRrca in the Pooke of God, that 
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a1. of Ich. <5, that the Fathers in old itne, even Tera) che Fath 
of Auralamn 11d ot Nat or. and confequently nc {0 iillICcs tae nic "196 

buing |: 6c of their Fathers, {c1vecc othe © 9CS. Herwatiente 
a fine 1n Avraha 22, that he rooke up che religion of his Fathers with- 


—— — — — 


out making any diligent 1r.quiry 1m the matter, cr the rclig10Nn. 


nd & ada: 'ere true Ot nor. Ana this 1s a fault common to all man- 
kind, they take their rei1g10n ont ruſt, ſerving hood: 5 hr many 
find in hs places where they dwell to be: worth pped and ſcrved, 
and labour not to fn cout: 1nd ICT VC therruc God alove, wh "i oneiy 
worthy to bc c TrvVed, VEN if it fall out that the trac God be fer: ved 


1monaſt em, eV Cl 1Eave not fo hum O!lit Of JUC - _ and well 


9-1 
[ 
k 


rounded knowledge, thar he is the onely true God, but alone out 
Of COMMON cultome, ec anle all men dt > {0, alc {this rt Cir religon DC- 

Commeth Dir 2 V21ne rcl1gion, and 1 15 of [10 forcc toth 1EIr {alvation. | 
ed it was not fo trans - arhing that A#rabam foul bethus car- 

vay after falſe gods, acc raing as he was lea by tne common | 

ole, ſecing at that time they had not the word of God written 

rv Dr ny ts and Awoſtice, T0 Girott and 200 1de * them | IN this > Matter. 
D.- for vs whom God hath fo farrc promeey as tO g1Vve us thecle: TC 

lichr of lis NO word." It 152 TOI: O11 "OUS NN1TCrtO be | Iced nhby | 


\ 
CifroOme 2T - EXAN 'plc : 2nd nattr » build and 5 ground QOUTr {cIVESUPON 


th licks which God hath miniftred unto us. And the truc cauſe, 
hy men do follow {uch falle JUICES in mnter of Gods w orſhip, TI 
lo Mlindncfle of thrir mindes, and carnallne Me of their hcarts, and 
the feerorarheime which is inthem, by which they are not thorough- 
1, thatthere is a Godarall, and theretore 
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y and ccrtaincly perl wa: 
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|care not to finde out and ſerve the living God, as if it mace no 
grcat matter, ſo they terved one which they [crved 

Let us therctore beware of falle gods and fallc religions, and let 
'us beware of walking after a falſe rule even in followit & the true 
| God, that is, of ſcrvin ng him, not becaul SS have. any FTuK and 
[centaine k owledgeof him in our owne mindes, buit onely Decaule 
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ve have beene fo t taught of our Fathers, and fee the wh: PE 
| Sh we live to take the ſame courte, for he that is thus bl! ou | 
{ led, worthips God but by chance as 1: were, and is as r -ady | 1 | 
(falſe god asfor atrue, and this was eAtravams tault before ls = 
ling. 
| Now after his calling, he fell into ſome finnes, rhoveh Ot Vi l- e 
' fully nor preturnp ouſly, but of weakeniAc and of infirnity. The C0! 
| Grit frult was weakenelec of faith, Thoveh he was the Facher of the ». Weakenfle 
| fajrhfull, and is commended in Scripture tor te Rrengrh of Ns ST” 1 | 
faith, 2nd that he wavercd not nor ſtaggered ar the promiſe ot God 


thro oh unbelcctt ic, yet at the hr, his taith was 4” with unbe- 

ctr, and ſhewed itſelfe to have fone feeblenefle inir. For firſt, 
when he wenr downe Into. Ezypt becaulc Frhe famine, and {aw that T 
the men were wicked and | feared not God , he was in doubr, leaſt 
' the men of the place would kill him tor his wives ſake. God had 
; promiſed him before rhattime togive the land of Canaan to him and 
' to his ſecede after him, ard yet he had no ſeed, thercfore as ycr hee 
| cov1d not be put todeath, unlefſe the promiſe of God ſhould taile 
; him and come to nothing. Notw:thitancing tne promile which | 
thould have beene fruſtrated, | it himſclic had dicd « hour Tue, he | 
cou. bred leaſt he might be ſizine by them, as being diſtempered and | 
diverted by fear Fr 112 conſt tering and taking Ci! i2cnt notice of the 
Pro! miſe. This was amanifeſt im 1perfect = oft faith 1 yOu {eos Wheres | 
tore It us ta «encnce that in the taitatulleſt of Gods people there | 
| will be de fects of faith, as ailo "ETC WAS want of it in David, when 

he {aid, 7 ſhall exe day fall by the hand of Saul, and in cAzofes, when | 1 Sam. 25:1. 
| 47 a hy H an me bay at + heare mes 7 Ev the © ne fes aid not, | Exod,6.12, | 
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TT Pb 1 Ict USNoOt 1 ifco!! wht cough we  Fnde weake- |. | 
nefle in our faith, thovgh ith F I doe ſhew it ſe'fe feeble and be | 
much troubled, and foractimes foiled by doubting,c{pecially in great 
' and fore temptations; yet we muſt not be heanticilc, nor conclude, | 
that weare utterly deſtitute of faith, or that our faith 1s not true and 
| fincere, and unfained. True faith you ſce in Abraham may be weake, ESI 
| yea cannot but be weake, fo long as we becloathed with tabernacles | 
þ of Ach. Hethat truly beleev cs, may yet becarricd away with doubt- 


ing ſometimes, w hen occaſions of perill and danger incounter his | 
faith; and therefore alſo let us be carefull to confirme and ſtrengrhen | 
; our faith more and more, and to grow in it by renewing our medita- | 
\ tions of Gods promilcs, and pu, ting our ſelvcs often in minde of the | 
= L 4 power |_ bl ; 
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yet ivifiiled  Surcly God both can and alfo will give mce lite and 
| WEL th1 :ands of thi fe godlefie Philiſtins, for how elf 
\nould he tulfill his promiſe to me © t giving me feed ate: me 7 It 


| AGraharn, 1 fay, lad thus ſtirred up his Fit by {crious conſider ation of 


Hu | 
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gan to Biric in his minde, had called to mMINC g GOus promilc of g1- 
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POWer and truch of God tae | romiſc-maker, which are the Pillars 
20G toundations of our: faith. Fg it Abraha 171, WW hen thelec doubts be- 


ving him ſecde, and had reatoned wich himficifc thus, hath not the 1:- 
ving : God policilour of Ficav en and Earth. undertaken ro give mce a 
[ to inherit this land after me « How then can {be killed by the 


Philiflins 's low Cc: nthey take away my I:fe whil{trhis pro niſcis no! 
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of. Carna!l feare of death 
| += Pp oy : p 
akencile in Gods proplc, flowing from the former unperfcttion 
of taich. They arc aptto be over-tea; retull of dangers, an by name of 
deat, even to be ſo much terrificd with the apprehen(! on of dan- 
gc, c{pectally of looſtng their lives,thar they cannotiruft vpon God 
and ret upon him for later y, as they ſhould doe. This tcare was | 
found in David, it was found allo'in Peter, and in d:vers others of 
Gods people. The ground of it is, as I faid, partly the weakenefle | 
of their laith, and pa rily th c tertiblencfle of dcath, which 1s the ter- | 
riblcit of all terrible things, as being a [c paration ofthe foulc from | 
the body, and a tripping a man at once of all thoſe things that arc 
molt deare unto him, and conveighing him out of this world into ano- 
ther; concerning his happinel! ehercin he is notalwaics 10 full of aſti- 
zance a5 he ſhould be. For when theſe feares dociſuddaine! ty ſeizeup- 
on aman, upon occaſionot tome ſenſtvle object that threatens him, | 
they pull our of the minde for the time the thought of Gods promiſes, 
and hold the ſoule alone in theapprehenfion of the orcarnelic and incyi- 
tavlcnefle of the danger which looketh him inthe f face. | 
Let us therefore learne, nor tro be hcarrleſſe our ſelves, becauſe | 
we have haye beene ſo tranſported with feare, as = A bravam, 
nor yet be cenſorious to others, whom wee ſhall fee thus for a fir 
even ſhaken and almoſt overcome of feare. Tr is a fault indeed, and 
we muſt blame our ſ{clves for it and be humbled, but it is ſuch a 
fault, as may ſtand wirh truth of grace, and which doth not g1Ve 
juſt reaſon to conclude our ſclves unſan&ified, ornot ro be Gods true 
oo \[dren. | 
And let us learne to bewarc of feare, to reſiſt and oppole it atthe | 
beginning by the oppoſition of Goes love and protection; yea, Ictus 
-bour to worke in our mindes ſuch a true apprehenfionofthe harmelet- 


neflc of death and other croſlcs, that we may learne notto be afraid of | 
them .' 
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them, though we muſt needs ſuffer them. For why ſhould we feare' | 
thar which cannot hurt, yea that which ſhall be an advantage to us, | 
 Feare none of thoſe thinrs that you ſhall ſafer faith the Lord,and David 
faith, 1 will not feare what man can ae unto mee, and againe, 1 will P4115 6 
act fcare thaurh I walke in the valley of the ſhadow of death, It is an ex- ns x 
ccllcnt thing and very comfortable, when our heart is ſo ſetled that * . 
teare may not diſmay us. And the way 15 to get aſſurance of Gods fa- | | 
vour and of ctcrnall life, and chat all things ſhall worke for our good, 
and (peedily toſer this faith on worke,when dangers ſhall offer them- | 
{clves unto our fight. | | 
But turther, Abraham to ayoid this danger,conſulted with fleth and z. He diem. 
bloud, and uſed deccit, and ſhifting, and falſchood, for though his | ****+ 
words were in {ome ſence true, as he telleth ,1Ab:melech, becauſe $4- | 
4h was his fiſter by one fide, yer in the meaning which he would | 
have thoſeto interpret his words ro whom he ſpakethem, they were | 
not true. For his intent was to make them conceive, that ſhe was fo | 
his ſiſter asnot his wife. He reſolved touſe falſeſpecches, and draw : 
his wife likewiſe to joyne with him in theſe falſe ſpeeches, yea | | 
[they agreed upon it before hand as he tels _Abrmelech, Gen.20.13. jy 
Abraham ſaid te her, this is the kindneſſe thou ſhalt ſhew mee at every | 
place whether wee ſhall come, ſay he is my brother, You lee they agrecd| 
before hand to diſſemble and to continue diſſembling ; yet ſure difſem- 
bling is a ſinne and ought not to be done, as Abraham heares even 
from Ah melech himſelfe,verſe 9. Thou haſt done deeds unto mee that 
ought not to be done, So it may befall agood Abraham out of incon- 
Gderateneſſe and heedleſnefſe in not pondering their pathe® nor! 
[thinking of their waies, or ina ſuddaine to diſſemble and dealefalſe- B 
ly for the preventing of danger,as may be {eene- alſo in David,and in! 
Peter, when he denied Chriſt, and when he withdrew himſclfec from | | 
| communion withthe Gentiles, for teare of them which came from | 
| Lames to Antioch. For athing not conſidered of, is for preſent as ute-| 
 lefle as if it were not knowne ar all. 
| Thereforc herealſo we muſt learnenotto be utterly diſcouraged, it 
we have run into ſuch afaulr, when we bethinke our ſelves after of | 
ſuch offences, we muſt be humbled, bewaile them, confefle them, | 
 condemne and judge-our ſelves for them, but we muſt not betfeare- | 
full of asking pardon, and of intreating mercy to forgivethem, muſt 
[not conclude, that there was no truth of grace in us, becauſe of 
. | ſuch palpable failings, yea we muſt take boldnefle to goe to the 
—_ of grace, renewing our repentance, and earneſtly ſuing { 
ardon. 
F And we muſtalſo take heed of cenſuring others, and bitterly and | 
harſhly for ſuch offences, thoughthey be groſſe: even Abimelech did 
not eſteeme Abraham a diſhoneſt and naughry man, becaule he had 
found him tripping inthis matter ; onely take heed leaſt we miſulethis 
Example and the like, to build upon them a boldnefle to ſuch ſinnes, | | 


that were agreat wickednelſe. They muſt imboldenus to repentand 
Crave | 
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crave mercy, after we have through weakenefſle offended, they mult | 
not imbolden us betore handto rc{olve on a ftnfull deed. Yeawhen 
we behold their ſtumblings, it ſhould make us to be earneſt in our | 
prayers to God for agreat meaſure of ſtrength, that we may cicape | 
ſuch offences, and to be more trequent and firme in renewing our , 
purpoſes of not finning in the like kinde. Reſolve therefore, tha: | 
nothing ſhall make you lie or diſſemble, and if you doe reſolve, 
you will ſceke pardon and ſtrive to tran{greſie no more. 
c39i.9 $09 Allo note that Abraham drawes Sarah hereto finne in ſuch a kinde, 
fureasto in. | as did even hazard and indanger her chaftiry once or twice. O Ict good 
danger hi men take heed of drawing one another to fin, for our fin will {o indan- / 
chaſhry. ger another, that we know not when we ſhall be 11d of the evill fruits 
of our feares and diſſemblings. When a man 1s 1n peril] he doth not. 
likely look about him4to ſee thoſe miſchictes that will follow the bad | 
courſes he takes, to free himſclfe trom the preſent evill. Sure if he | 
would tore-ſee them, he would rather ſuffer the danger of feare,then | 
expoſe himfelfe to rhe bad conſ{cquents of his efcaps. Would nar : 
Pie | Abraham rather have hazarded himſelte by ſaying the is my wite, | 
[chon of making her commit adultery, by ſaying ſhe 1s my filter, if he | 
had well confidered of it before hand, | 
| Bur yet note we, that Abrahams fell into this finne once, and againe, | 
'and if occaſion had ſerved, was ready to fall into it often, as we have 
| alledged his agreement with Sarah before. He Cid it firſt in Pharaohs 
| Countric, then in CAbimelechs Countrie, and 11 1eated Sar4/ to doe 
fo where ever hecame; fo for want of due conſidering, a good man 
| |mayAinne intothe ſame grofle finne againe and againe, yea and be | 
| ready to runne into it very often, if he were put to it, as we ſce allo in | 
' Tſaac 1n the ſame kinde. | 
| 


There is a double finne of ignorance, One concerning the fact in 
| 


[ 
; 


— _ 
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| 
| generall, when one knowes not that ſuch athirg is unlawtull,theother | 
| concerning this particular ta&t, when I d _ noticeand obſcrve | 

4 | 


| ; - 
' A Jdoudle RO 
NOrance. 


thatthis a& of mine is ſuch aſinne. Often it Fills our,that Gods chil- | 
dren through the ſtrength of ſome paſſion or corruption, as here out | 
of feare, doe not conſider of their particular ations and fo run often 
into foule offences out of this particular ignorance, as I may call it, 
they know the propoſition, deceit is a ſinne, but the afſumpr1on, this 
is an aRtof deccit, is not added for want of conſidering, and there- 
fore the conſcience doth not prefle, this is adeceirfull act, you muſt 
;not doc it, Now when we finde our ſelves upon better confideration, | 
tO have beene carried thus to doe evill, we muſt not be diſmayed bur ; 
|renew our repentance, and reſt on Gods mercy in Chriſt for par- ' 
don, and fo for the future, reſolve toforbeare the ſinne, Alſo we mult | 
 learne, often to conſider of our owne waies leaſt any ſuch faults be | 
found in us. Mans heart is full of blindneſle and f[elfe-deceit,and un- | 
 lefle he ſhake himſelfe as it were, and examine his waies often in his 

| OWne heart, he may live in ſome great offence and not finde it, and 


though theſe kinds of finnes will not hazard his ſalvation, yet wo | 
may 
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may bring divers crofles and miſerics, and much reproach, and give 

much offence, and procure ſore temptations, and much diſquictment ; 

of conſcience to him afrerwards: Let us not animate our ſelves to! | 

finne by the falls of the Saints, bur rather worke 1n our {elves anholy | | 

care of our ſelves andcareot awiding {uch fins. | 

; Now Icometo Abrahams laſt finne, which was his taking of Hagar, «© 4brat an; 

/afault in it ſelfe, for God made one Man and one Woeman, to thew, Ss 

'that he would have marriage an individuall ſocicty of life berwixt one | 
| Man and one Woeman. Bur that point was not knowne ir ſeemes. 
'inthoſe times, and therefore both Sarah perſiwaded her husband, and 

| he condeſcended rotake Hagar. A good man may live inatew finnes | 
| of ignorance, and never particularly repent ofthem. Take we heed 
| therefore of condemning thoſe, who conceiving ſuch and ſuchrhings 
| not to be ſinnefull, rake boldnefle to live jn them. If want of wi!l 
'to ſee the light, make a manto reſiſt the light, offcring it telte ro his 
PrOniCEnu becauſe that he will not know, fearcftull 1s ſuch'a mans 
«ſtate, and I cannor ſee that this may ſtand with fanCtiftication. Bur if 
| want of light or ſtrength of impediments hinder from knowing, wee 
ſhould not condemne a man that in other things 1s upright tor ſuch | 

faults, onely we muſt labour with God to revealcto us our (ecret taults, 

' that ſo much as may be, we may free our {clves from thoſe finnes of | 

' Ignorance, and rake heed of raking things on truſt vpon the opinion and 

; example even of moſt worthy men. 

| Wee goeforward in confiderirg 4trabams example, and muſt ob- t 4/14 ms 

| ſervethe benefits which God beſtowed upon him. Thele are of ewo OT 

{ forts. Firſt, Temporall, then Spirituall. The Temporall bleffngs 1. Temporall, 

; are of two forts. Firſt, Thoſe that were givento himſclfe, Secondly, 

| Tholc that weregranted to others for his ſake, 

| Firſt for himfelfe, beſides the common benefics of health and x, for lim(clfe, 

| ſtrength, and wit, and limbes and the like, which moſt men receive 

at the hands of God, He gave him firſta good Wite, Sarah, who was : A good wit 

| ob-dient unto him as the Scripture noteth, and did thewall reſp | 

| and reverence to him, calling him $:r, or my Lord, and thovgh thee | ; p.c.;5, 

| was a woeman and had her trailetics, yet ſhe was agood and dutiful! | 

| wife unto him, and in the maine a comfort unto him. Abraham had | 

his Sarah with whom he lived very comfortably in the (tate of matri- 

\ mony, and there never fell out that we readof, but one alone diſcon- 

'tent and brawle betwixtthem, which yet by the wiſedome and mo- 

 deration of Abraham, was quickly made up and healed. | | 

; Now this benefit muſt be marked as afingular and excellent ble{- | x nod wite | 
 fing, to have a loving, chaſt, dutifull and refpeRtive wite, is a great 2 great biting 
bleſſing. All thoſe to whom God hath vouchſafed the ſame mercy, | | 
muſt ſee and acknowledge it with all thankfulncfſe. And if we con- | 
ſider that a bad wife is like continuall droppings, and as rottenneſle | | 
in ones bones, and like oyle in his right hand, which will quickly | ; 
diſcover it ſelfe, we ſhall learne the better to prize and eſteeme this | | 
favour, Hee that ebtaizeth a wife ſaith Salomon, obtaineth mercy of the | p,,, 15 2, 

| Loyd, 
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Lird, For houſe aud zoods be the Cheb iravce of the F athers, but 4 good 
wife is of the Lord. And Salomon ſaith, Who ſhall find a vertuous woe- 


" mm? herprice ts above the pearles. The heart of her hushand ſhall truſt 


in her, [hee will doe him good and not evill all the dayes of his life, This 

orcat benefit tne Lord gave unto his {erv, ant Abraham, All therefore 

ht have obcained the 1; ke mercy in ſome meaſure, muſt obſerve and 

vatew aright ſo principa!l ablefſing, Though a man have an yoake- 

 icl!ow in ſome things Impertect and weake, yet if ſhe be generally 
200d, will joync with him in ptcty as Sarah did with Abraham, and 

He -2re him co: npany in all good thinzs, and will leave houſe and all 
tO j UrNcy with him, if God call them forcthto any ſervice, iris a ſpe- 
C13ll goodnette, and a chieſe Inſtrument ot Iis comfort ana welfare, 

| ; ara! bl Yorols ed Avraham, Sarah obeyed Abraham, ſhe was ready to 
| prov de a feaſt for the Anzels at his appointment, ſhce was a/good 
 huſwife and helpetull unto him in the over{ccing of |: is grear family, 
' (hee was every WAy Con: enttill and pleaſing unto him, and a little 

ro0 ob{uquious, 1n being content for HIS ſake, to ſay ſhe was his ſiſter. 

Wherefore le: this firſt ben fit be noted, and letthoſe that have it con- 
 fcfle it with praiſe and thankes to God, and let thoſe that have ir not 

25 yet, lcarne to ſecke it at Gods hands, knowing, his readincle to 
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excrciſc his goodnefle uponall men in all ages, if they teare and obcy 


him, as well as upon Avraham inhistime. 

al. Secondly, God gave Avraham children alſo. Firſt he had 1/ſhmae! 
by Hazar, then in due time he had Iſaac by Sarah, the ſoane of the 
promiſe, the ſonne of his old-age, beſides agodly and dutifull ſonne; 


that inherited the promiſes and the bleſſi gs with him, and in 


whom the covenant of God was eſtabliſhed. Hee gave him alſo 
any other children by Ferura, which had allo children in his life | 


time 


, 


| 


Children are a bleſſing of God, chicfly if they be good and ver- | 


ruous, willing to be ruled by their parents. Theſe are theinheritance | 
of God, when they grow vp as Olive plants round about ones table, 
and the Plalmiſt ſaith, bleſſed are they which have their quiver full 
ofthem, they ſhall nor be aſhamed when they ſpeake with rheirene- 


mies in the gate. Theſe comfort him in their childhood, and are a. 


—  ——— 


dlight to him when they be young, theſe area ſtaffe to his old-age. | 
In them hisname liveth when his perſon is dead, and they be as it were 
branches ſpringing from himſclte as a roote, and making his houſe 


to douriſh and begreene. So God blefled Abrahamin the fruire of his 
bodv. 

Let all thoſe therefore whom God hath bleſled with this bleſſing, 
ice Gods good hand ro them, and praiſe him for it, Indeed to be 
parent of many and towardly children, ifir lift up the heart ro God, 


and occalton our hearty thanketuinefſe unto the Lord, is a ſpeciall | 


favour, Thoſe that have it muſt ſes Gods good hand in it, and 
choſe that have itnor, mult ſecke it of God, and walke beforc himobe- 


atently, that they may be capeable of it. 


Next, 
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Next, God 1 cave © Abraham g00d ſervants, fo* the <©y POP VUINE ed Se . 
themſelves for and with him in the bartaile tought with forme {5s | | þ 
'viRtorious Kings, and helped him to redeeme his brother 7 ow of 
captivity, and ſubmitted ro be circumciſed, and to be taught and in. 
ſtructed. Had they not becene loving and cou ag1011s, Abraham could 
;not have accompliſhed his deſire for his kinſmans deiiverance. Bur 
c{pecially he had one exceeding taithiull fer vant, relivious, dilioent, 
diſcreete, carefull of his buſincfle, and one in whom he miphe vue 
his truſt for the well ordering of his 9000s, and tor the dſp: ch of 
any affaircs committed to um. Y ou ſce his carriave in the 2.4, of 
Gexeſis, He was cautelous and wartc intaking of [1 - 11d would 
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nor (wearcraſhly. He was Careiuil 1h 0b {erving his oh after he had py "7 
taken it. He mace ule of his maſters g0049s, and th; power Witch his | N ben | 
maſter hid given him over hs family and goods, to finidh wellthat + 
Treat W orke of taking 2 wite for 1ſaac, He comme! aded the matrer 
to God with carneſt prayer. He tollowea itthoroug! y, and brought , 
It to paſlc efre&ually. He made a good choice foi "ot tac, and mad: | ix 
haſt to returne to his maſter, and bring him backe the irvit of T;i5 jour: | p 
ney with good ſucceils. No coubt it was a gre 't;oy of heart to 1bra- | oh 
bam, when he faw he :terning Witt 10 £004 | po {1 trom Purdmn. + 
Aram, and bringing backs with him ſo ſweetand choice 2) Irs nt tor | | 
Tlaac, accord! 'Ng TO the & earneſt defire of Abrah 2, ty | 
Let all maſters marke Gods dealing with them in their ſervanes | q- 
and it he pleaſeto ſtore them with many good ſ:rvan's; or with ons | þ 
or two alone, of excelicit paits and graces, letthem oven praiſe Gay n ; | Why 
for it, conſidering how great a vexation it is, to be crofled with fc r- | F=z | 
'vants of a contrary diſpoſition, w hich will be unto him even as ſmoake / | 1M, 
in his eyes, and as vinegerto his teeth. And ler all 1! hat defire {uch a. "yt 
bleſſing, rake the ſame courſe that Ubrabam did, that i ; Iabour them: | ' 
clves tobe g00d maſters, and ro command actin Fs tr fcrvants to | | 
feare God as Abraham did, and to ſhew themſelves lov ing, nd and | ] 
liberall ro them, | | 
ut further, Abraham had 2 J00d kinſman Lot, that conſenied to! 4 C1 
beare him company in a holy pilgrimage, and was _ wonn: by | 
his wiſe dealing, to KECPC Peace and ami! y withhim, thotigh ſc me| , x | | 
little breach bean, yer it was ſoone made up betwixt the m, and Zof | | 
and helived in good peace Coneprd together. Nodoubt this alſo; | W" 
gladded Abrahams heart, and proved a [peciall conſolationunto him. | ny 
If God havegiven any man ſuch areligious and godly Couftn or Kint- | | of | 


man, ler him make much of him, and be a kind Kinſman 2s S Abrabam 
was. Yea the Brother of Abraham, Nahber though he continue in 
the land of Aram, and went not out with Abraham, yet was inhis | 
kind a good Kinſmantoo, for he rejoyced to heare of Abrahams wel. _ 

fare, and intertained his ſeryant courtcouſly, and moſt readily fert 
bis daughter to him, fo long a journey into a farre countrey, to be a | 
 yoake-fellow to Iſaac his ſonne, to the no ſma!l comfort of Abraham 
| and 1ſaac both. Herein he ſhewed mercy and truth to Abraham, as the 
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{tends who were contederate with him, and did molt caretully ob- 


—— 


readily joyne with him, and helped him in his warreagainſt the forc- 


' as heartily love us, and as faithfully cleave tous, as any kinſmen in 


kindred at his command, tor cannot he repay and repaire that lofle | 
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WS {braham. | 
But another bleſſing Abraham had too, he met with very faithful! 


—— 


ierve the conditions of friendſhip and amity, tor you ſee they did 


a <> — — 


named conquering kings, and were inſtruments by thetr valour ro re- 
deeme Lot, and to vanquiſh thoſe conquerours. I his 1s a moſt de- 
Frable benefit, to have true and truſty friends and allics, that will 
Ricketo him in his need, and hazard themſelves for him, and joyne 
with him in his good cauſe, and not prove like unto a leg out of joynt, | 
or a broken tooth when occaſion ſerves to imploy then and utc rheir | 
[1bour, or hazard for his benefit, Doc you not think that Abraham | 
cjoyeed in the fidelity and ainity of his aflociates. Doe you not | 
thinke that he bleſſed God for it, and did account himlelfe very hap- | 


9 ann een 


—— 


' py in cnjoying three ſuch noble and worthy conftederates. Let us 


encourage our ſelves to obey God, and to torfake our country and | 


cafily 2 by raiſing us up even in a ſtrange countrey, thoſe that ſhall 


the world. Feare not to forſ{ake friends for Gods ſake, for hee can 
cafily cauſe you to find as good in a ſtrange countrey, it need fo rc- | 
quire, asany you may leave behind you in your owne countrey. And | 
it any have in his owne countrey or abroad met with ſuch friends, 
he muſt artributc it to the wiſe and good providence of God over him, |: 
and with ſolid and ſincere praiſes acknowledge it, carrying himſclfe 
friendly alſo to them,. and ſhewing himſelte as willing to grant a be- 
nefit to them in fit ſeaſon, as ever he was to receive a benefit from | 
them,tor hee that hath friends,{aith Salomon,mn;t behave bimfelfe friendly, 
[.ct us yct conſider another mercy. | 


Abraham had good eſteeme andireputation, an honeſt and honou- | 
rable name amongſt the men of Heth where he lived, ſo that they all | 
loved and reſpeed him, as appeareth. <Melchiſedech loved him and | 
came out to mect him and bleſſed him, and gave him breadand wine | 
for himſelfe and for his troupes. «4b:melech uſed him curteoully, | 


and though Avraham and Sarah both had ſomewhat too groflcly | 


 overſhot themſelves, in difſembling that Sarah was his wife, and 
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that way indangered him to a great {inne, and brought ſome heavy 
hand of God upon him and his houſe; yer he ſhew'd himlclfe affable | 
1nd bountifull, reſtoring him his wife, and not ſo alone, but giving 
hum gifts, and commanding his people to forbeare all injurious car- 
£190 co him and his wife, and granting him leave to dwell where he 


would 


_—_— EI ec rn en mn 


—<———— <= — — 


OE In 


j 


A in his countrey, and after1epairing to him, deſiring his triend- | 
| ſhip, he acknowledged that God had blefled him and was with him, | 
' and requeſted that a Covenant might be made betwixrt them two, and 
that in the ſolemneſt manner. Was not this afigne of great reſpe& | 
and love in him to Abraham? and was it not a {ingular comfort and | 
credit ro Abraham , and a itgne of Gods great favour to him, to | 
incline the heart of ſuch a perſon ro him? Yea in what repute and | 
credit helived, appcarcth in that the 77:t7rees honoured him, called | 
'him a Prince of God, and were ready to give him leave to make 
\uſe of any of their choiickt Scpulchers to buric his wife in, and | 
 Ep/r0n the Hittite a man of good cftceme amoneſt them, ar firſt | 
| word did frankely offcr to give him his ficld, which hedecfired, and 
' ar fir condiſcended to fell it him tor 2 reafonable price. Sv God. 
' gave Abraham good will and credit where he came and amongſt all | 
even highand Jow. = 

Let this alſo encourage all men to ſerve and obey God. He can 

givethem agood naine and good favour every where, vertur, picty, ' 
and goodnefſe ſhall winne good eſteeme and kindnefle trom men that | 
| be not utterly {laves ro finne, io farre as it is £00d for Gods people | 
to cnjoy. They mult indeed, (it God fee he rotry them by thar croile) | 
endure diſgrace and hatred, and cuiclctie malice and reproach, bur 
ſo farre as Gods Wiſdome judgeth it denehiciall for them, he both 
'can and will inclinethe hears of ail ro relpect and regard them.ro love 

and honourthem. He will make them to be honoured and favoured of | 
all with whom they live. Fzarc not therefore to ſerve God, bur 
' cleave to him and obey him, you ſce his bounty how he can and will 
require his fairhtull ſervants. - | 

|  Andthoſe that finde the good hand of God going with them in 
*his kinde, thartlicy be refpeettuily and kindly entertained,that they 
have a good name and loving kindnefle with all men, except per- 
' haps ſome vile and bale perions, that they be cordially and heartily 
loved, that men fſpeake well oft them, with and doe well ro them, 
and are glad and ready to gratific them, they muſt acknowledge Gods 
200dnce1le in this mercy and rejoycean his love, that doth turne the 

hearts of men untothem, and praiſe, honour and love him the more, 
for thepraiſe, honour and love they reccive in the world, We mult 
prepare our ſelves ro mecte with ill uſage, ill will, ill language, bur 
when wee meete with good, then we muſt confefle, that the Lord 
ovr God is the ruler of all hearts, and bleſſe his name that cauſerh 
' us to finde favour with men, as David did with Saul at firſt, with all 
' Iſrael and with Acheſh one of the Philiſtine Lords, King of Gath, that 
gave him honourable entertainement in his Courr. 

Now another temporall blefſing we obſerve to be granted to this | 
good man, and it is three or foure times noted in Scripture,Gen.13.2, 
Abraham ws: wery rich in ſilver, cattell, and gold. So Gen.24.35. 

' The Lord hath bleſſed my Maſter greatly, and he is become great, and 
_ | bee hath ziven him flockes and heards,and ſilver and gold, and men ſer- 
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wants and maide ſervants and Camells and Aſſes, and 2 25. 6. Abraham | 
gave gifts ro the ſonnes of his Concubines. He could not have inriched 


them, 1f he had not beene rich himſclte; So God tulfilled his pro- ' 


' miſe ro Abraham, and he was a very rich man as well as very good. | 


| Riches are in Gods hand, hee hath them in abundance; He is ; 
able and ready to grantthem to his ſervants : Indeed they be bur | 


| doubttull bleflings, 1f aman havenor power to uſe them well, they | 


will ws moe hurtfull ro him then profitable. But fo farre as the 
perfect wiſedome of God {ers thar they will be beneficiall ro them, | 
wiledome- ſhall bring them alſo in her hand and fillthe houſes of hee | 
acmireis wr them allo, | 
Let Gods people learne therefore to tri:{t upon Him for their out- | 
ward cftare; for rhonugh he make rotall his children rich, for it IS | 


| not good for all, yet he will not {ce the meaneſt of then to ſiarve, 


For {hon tic hould nor 3 { wer th J}at bot n: ity I] and IC rCifull title - 


a Faheor, by which he loverh that his ſervants ſhould call him and ' 


| necellar ES, 
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call upon him. Incourage your (cives thereforc.1n all holincfle,righ- | 
tconinetle and VEITUCS, for twe the Lord that filled the hovic of 
Abraham and made him {o wealthie and gre at a man,will notneg- 
Ictto 2ive you foode convenicht for you, and to ſupply YOu Vy ith 
| 

And let thoſcthart have houſes, goods, and wealth in abundance, 
learne to ulcthem well, to {ce it 1s Gods gift, and to ulc them as; 
ſtewards, to praiſe God forth&m, to make them a means of knit. | 
ting their hearts more ſure and tft ro him in love and obegience; and | 


20 imploy them bountifully, liberally, and mercifully as Abraham! 
n0 doubt 41d, that they may lay up treaſure for themſelves in Hea- | 


car and fas 
ory, 


ven, and that by wel! doing they make them friends of the riches of 
iniquity. Wealth honeſtly goten, mercitully and bountitully uſedand : 
modcratcly enjoyed, 1s a great mercy of God, It God make you 
rich, doe you ſhew your fcives to be good as well as rich, orelle 


riches doe not make a man the better that hath them, neither can 
they make. his life much more comfortable ; yea it Goth appeate ot- 
'tenthat xiches are laid up for the owners th ercof for hurt. 


And. theſe be the benefits rempora!ll which Abraham ad 


for himfclfe, a good wite, good children in their kinde, and : 
one religious, good ſervants, good friends, g00d name, good 


| 


favour and great wealth, to which add one particular benefit, a 
great and famous victory over foure great and conquering Kings, "al 
the Holy Ghoſt telleth us, Gen.14-15. he purſucd them, he divided | 
himſcltc againſt them he and his ſervants by night, and ſmore them | 
and purſ: cd them to 1ob4b, and brought backe all the goods, and | 
Lo; his brother and his goods and the women and his people. An 
abſolute victory was obtained by Abrahams wiſedome and valour, 
God gave him the wildome, God gave him the valour, God 
gave him the ſucceſſe. The Propher E ſay ſers forth Gods good- | 


neflc to Abraham in generall, as a ſure argument, that God will | 
_ thew| 
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ſhew the like mercies to his people in after times, bidding them looke | 
unto Abraham and Sarah,and ſaying,1ſa.5 1.2.1 called bim,1 bleſſed him and 
tncreaſed him,and 41.2,3.He {etterh forth this very bench in magniticall | 

' phraſcs,ſaying,who raiſed up the righteous man from the Eaſt?called him $0 14.41.23, 
' his foot? gave the nations before himand made bim rule over Kings ? gave 
them as duſt to his (word ?\ as driven ſtubble tohis bow ; hee purſued then: 
and paſſed: (afely by the way that he had not gone with his feete, God 
would have his people take notice of this mercy in ſaving Abraham, | 
and making him viftorious, to aſſure them of his like love in defen- | 
'ding them; and giving them victory over all their enemies, eventhe | 

| wholeChurch,and cach particular member thereot, He that ſheltered 

; Abraham, was with him, gave Kings beiore him, ſhall nor he de-. 
clare his love as much in future ages to his people 2 Surely he is the. 
ſame for ever. Let this comfort us againſt al! rhoſe that rife up a- | 


| cainſt us. | 


*  —_— 


'* But whardid God for others for Abrahams fake? Firſt, he bleſſed | » God did co 


| guod to other: 
+ 


4+} FF arms 


| Abraham had heards, and after when God deftroyed Sedome he | (:4c 
'thought of Abraham and delivered Letallo. So God for a good | * Blelles Lot 


| and dcliycicd | 


{mans {ſake will blefſe and helpe even his friends and well-willers, | | 

and thoſethat belong to him ſhall bemuch the better for him,accor- | 

ding tothe promiſe that he had made, ſaying, 7 wil! leſſe them that | 

 bleſſe thee, 
And for Abrahams children, he bleſſed 1/auc and gave him great | *:P'"*« 

outward things, yeagave him alſo grace and made him heireof the | $404; and 

| Covenant, and continued the Church in his houſe, giving him a -oodnefſe, 

| fonne in the life time of Abraham. For Abraham had Iſaac at a | 

' hundred, and lived 175 yeares, and 1ſasc married at forty, and had 

' Eſau and Tacob ar fixty, fo Abraham lived to ſee thoſe two fonnes 

\about five yeares old, and gave outward things to 1/hmael and abun- | He gave alſo 

' dance to. him, that Princes came of him inlikelihood during Abra- | pores" ga 

hams life time, and he ſent away his ſonnes by Keturah with great | thines to 1/h- 

' riches, and you know that even after Abrahams death, God honou- | 7: 

red him ſtill, by calling him his friend in many places, and for his| Skewel farour 

ſake did great things for his ſonnes after him in many genera- | —_ 

| t10NS, . 

Thus youſee, how worth the while it isto ſerve, feare, and obey 

| God, what abundant blefftings he grants, what honour and fame 

even after death ; though all Gods people have not all theſe our- 

ward things in like manner beſtowed upon them, yet they havethar 

' which is ſufficient forthem, and thoſe that finde their friends and 

children happy in outward reſpeRs, muſt obſerve Gods hand to be 

thankful, 

| Yeawe muſt all take notice of Gods like dealing with many of 

| his people, whoſe poſterity flouriſh when they be dead, fome in 
oodneſſe as well as goods, and ſome atleaſt in carthly reſpefts, and 
cave agood name behinde them, ſo that many yeares after their 
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' deccaſe, their names are honourably mentioned, and all men count 
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| | them good and fairhfull ſervants of God. The name of the righteous | 
piil.112.6, 7 had ta everlaſting remembrance, whilſt they live, and when they | 
| | die God ſhewes himſelfe grarious and bountifull ro them, even in: 
' temporall bleſſings oftentimes as well as ſpirituall, But if atty want | 


theſe outward benefits, they muſt conſider of themſelves whether | 
| their ſinnes doe not deprivethem thereof. For ſometimes ſuch mer- 


' cies are denied to Gods people to chaſtize,. and keepe downe, and 
'-roote up ſome vices inthem. David was crofled in his children, to 


' 
' 


 lomoys poſterity was broughtlow, to chaſtize his Idolatry ; If in out- 


| corre his fondnefle, and to chaſtize his adultery and murder: $4- 


i.He vas cal- 
led from a falle/ 
religion to the/ 


| ward things the Lord {ceme carelefle of his people, they might 
eaſily finde by ſearching, that ſome cvill carriage of theirs hath cau. 


and ſo much for theſe temporall benefits. 


| Abrabams ip» Now for ſpitituall blefſings, the firit was, that God called him out 


ritua!l bleſ. 


' of his Countrey and Fathers houſe, from rhe Idols of his Fathers 
' houſe, forthey ſerved talſe gods there, 7oſh.2g.2. and acquainted 
him with himſelfe the onely true God. No, greater bleſſing can be- 
fa!l a man here, then to be called from a falſe religion tothe true re. 
| ligion, ſo that his heart be inclined alſoto the practiſe of the true reli- 
gion, and that he be effeually ſanctified 25 was Abraham. Wee 
' muſt looke that wee have this mercy of cffecuall calling; Indeed 
| from Idols and ſuch kinde of falſe gods, wee are called, or rather 
| we have beene kept from following them at all, bur ah, are we'cal- 
led rowalke before God in holineſſe and righteouſnele not alone 
| turning fromdarkeneflc to light, from a falſe religion to the true, but 
' from the power of Satan wnto God, that is, from ſerving the Diyell 
in awicked life ro ſerve God in an holy lite. If we be not fo called, 
| we are not ſonnes of Abraham, and ourward bleſhngs will doe us 
| little good. If we be, then wee have cauſe to rejoyce before the 
| Lord our God with exceeding great joy, tor hetharis ſo called, hap- 
picis he. This is' a mercy of mercies, to bea Saint by calling, one 


call hath wonne him from the ſtate of corruption to the ſtate of 
race. 
And if any finde not himſclfe ſo called, or finde it doubrfull to 


| himſelfe, whether he have beene fo called yea or not, let him car. 


| neſily ſeeke ro God forit, and it wee would know whether we be 
called yea or not, compare our ſelves with Abrahams Call, Gen. 12. 
' 1. God had ſaid, meaning,before his Fathers death, before he dwelr 
'1n Charray ſaith Steven, for though becauſe Terah was the Father; 
the departure is aſcribed ro him, yet God gave the call firſt to 

Abraham and heacquainted his Father withit, and ſo his Father wenr 
' out and he with his Father, as a ſonne in the family and houſe-hold 
; of his Father, and bids him leave kindred and Fathers houſe, and 


gOCc 


—— — 
— — cT 


' whom God hath ſo wrought upon by his Spirit, that his outward | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


' ſed him to chaſtize them 1nthis life, that by being brought to re- | 
| pentance, they might not be deltroyed and periſh in another world, 
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| ding great reward; foto comfort him againſt the doubts which hee | thote prom+- 
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goc into a Countrey which God ſhould ſhew him, promiſing him. 
large off-{pring, great bleſſings, and that the promilcd and blcſled 
ſced ſhould comeof him : for S.Pau! faith, that God preached the; 8 

| Goſpell before ro Abraham, when he ſaid, i thee ſhall all Nations be! © 
| bleſſed, ſo that he was more largely inſtruted by God of remiſſion 

| of finnes and ſalvation cyerlaſting by one that was to be borne of 
(him. Now God cauſed him alſo to belecve theſe promiſes, ſo that 

he left his Fathers worſhip and obeyed God. If any of us have had | 
the Word of God preached in oureares, and by namethe promiſes of 
the Goſpell, and hath found his heart ſo affected with thole promiſes, 
| and therrue belicfe of them,that it hath made him follow God in a 

holy converſation of lite, and leave his former finnes, trayell towards 
| the Jand ofJife, that Jand which God had ſhewed him inthe parhs of 
| rightcouſneſle and true holineſſe, this is eficctuall calling,happy and 
| bleſſed 15 this man. Rejoyce in this calling, and blefſe God for it. 
morethen for all carthly things whaiſoever. And if any of you be 


ſo tocall him, till he finde his prayers granted : for if we turne to 
| God he will turne to us, and if weſceketo him for the performance 
| of his gratious Covenant in putting his Spirit of Sanctification 1n our 
| hcarts, he will not faile rv doe it. | 
| Bur aſccond ſpirituall bleſſing was 1. He gave him moſt gratious  ..z,.;.u.1 
; promiſes. 2. He appeared to him many times to renew thoſe pro- | blullings, 
| miſes. 3. He entered into a Covenant with him and his ſecede after 
| him. 4. Hegratioufly accepied kis prayers and aftcr this life he ſa- 

ved his ſoule, | | | 

Firſt, he made him gracious promiſes, Gen.12.2. 7 will bleſſe thee, | , goq mace 

| and make thee a great Nation, and thou ſhalt be 4 bleſfi;ne, and I will him eratious 
 bleſſe them that bleſſe thee, and will curſe them that carſec thee. Agaiae, promiſes. 
| he appeares tohim to renew this bleing, and theſepromiles, Ger. 
| 13.4. promiſing him alarge off-ipring againe, and the poſlcſiion of | 

the land of Canaan, underſtood by Abraham to be a figure of an. 

| heavenly inheritance, for he ſought « Citre to come, ſaith the Author to 

' the Hebrewes. | 

| Againe, Chap.15.7. and in the whole Chapter hee confirmeth 2, Appearce te 
the promiſe sgaine by another viſion, 1 amthy ſhield and thine excee-  ,,'. 


ermesS tro renue 


might have, thatthe vanquiſhed Kings might prepare an army and | les. 


 returne upon him, and there alſo againe he renues the promiſe of gi- 

ving him a ſonne, yea giving him a multitude of children after him, | 

and by a figne confirmes it to him: Looke up to Heaven ((aich hee) 

| and count the Starres, &c. yea gave him faith to beleeve it, and | 

| aſſures him that hee was juſtified, and that hce accepted thar faith | 
of him for rightcouſneſſe , accouming him by meanes of that | 
faith for the ſake of him in whom hee bclceved, as pertcly juſt, 
as if hee had perfeQly fulfilled the Law. 

| And yet more fully afluring him of his goodneſſe by cntring 
#2 3 M 4 into 
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> Heentredin- INtO a covenant with him ina viſion, and by ſacrifice, And in Chap. 
110 acoy nant 19, hee renewes the ſame covenant with him againe, and confirmeth 
pip wn 87 jt by the ſeale of circumcifion, and by cianging his name, aſſuring | 
bum, | him alſo, that he ſhould have the ſonne of the promiſe, by his moſt | 
| beloved wife Sarah, and telling him alſo what name hee ſhould be cal- 
led by, Iſaac, from his laughing at the promiſe, not by way of di- 
|  ſtruſt and unbeleefe, but of faithfull joy and gladnefle in it. And 
in Chap.18. hec appeareth unto him againe in forme of a man, and 
rclls him the particular time of the childs birth, and acquaints him 
| with his purpoſe concerning the overthrow of Sodow. And laſt of 
| all, afcer he had offered 1ſaac hee appeares unto him againe, and by | 
aa oath confirmes to him the former bleflivgs, Gen.22.16. which 
hee had never done beforc. This is a {ingWiar mercy to Abraham, 
to give him ſo many promiſes, to renew: them ſo often to him, 
| and confirme them fo ſtrongly tro him. And you muſt Iooke whe- 
| ther God vouchſafe ro ſhew himſelte thus ta you , even to bring 
| home to your ſoules in the reading and hearing of his word, and 
| exerciſes of religion, the gracious promifes of his word, giving 
| you by his Spirit aſſurance that hee admurttcth you into the CO- 
 venant, 1s your God, pardons you, befſcth you, and will give you 
| all needtull thivgs for ſoule and body, and make you partakers of 
etcrnall felicity, All Gods ſcrvants thit are the ſeed of Abraham, 
| have this holy communion with God in his word, in prayer, in his 
| | ordinances, which Abraham had'intheſe dreames and viſions: torto' 
the Fathers God ſhewed himſelte by thoſe meanes, to us by thele, | 
s 'and Chriſt ſaith, that his Fathcy and hee will conie and ſhew themſelves | 
unto theſe that love him and keepe his commandements, and ſuppe with them, | 
O if y& find this ſpirituall tamiltarity with God, how happy are you. | 
| Tt nor, truly earthly blefſings are of no great valew, they be common 
togood and bad. Andnow ſecke you, ſeeke yourhele {pirituall ble(- 
ſings, Gods aſſuring you of pardon of finne, and appearing unto you 
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moreand moreto confirme your faith in the promiſes of the Goſpel], | 
and to make you aſſured of your cternall happinefle, and that he is your | 


' 


God, untill at length he do cven as it were {weare itunto you, and make 

| ' you certaine of it 2 

' And Bretheren, be you incovraged to anſwer Gods call, to repent, 
to live holily, to caſt of yourſfinnes and become obedient as was A- | 
' brahams, for though perhaps you may nor be ſo rich as he, nor have | 
1 'fo many childeren, nor have ſo great outward favours, yet will God 
| | be your God, he will be your ſhield, he will be your reward, hee | 
| ; will blefle you in all things, he will give you the inheritance of lite 
| | eternall, as ſure as he did to Abraham; he will heare and accept your 
' prayers, and he will bring you ſatero the land of reſt, to Heaven that | 
| 


'rrue reſt, where you ſhall have no more unquietnefle inward nor out- | 
ward. Into Abrahams boſome will he receive all thoſe, that be the 


' true ſonnes of Abraham. 


Learneto eſteeme of theſe ſpirituall bleſſings, though perhapsthey | 
| may : 
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| may be ſepirated from the temporall, God therefore alone divideth 
them becauſe he fees you be nor fit for both, but would be hindered | 
from irjoying the one and growing in the one, by the overfull enjoy- | 
[ment of the other. But the better I ſay you hall ſurcly have as well | | 
'as Abraham, God will more and more aſſure you of his favour, and 
'of his kingdome, and ſhew himſelte more and more graciouſly un'o | 

| YOU, in confirming to you his comfortable promiſes more and more. 
' This is better then all the riches of the whole world ; If A4brahan 
had enjoyed this whole world and nor this ſweete entercourſe with 
| God, his life would not have beene halte ſo comfortable and happy, 

| bur it his eſtate had bin never ſo poore and meane in outward things, 

yer would this {weetc fellowſhip with his Maker have made him 

! happy and blefled enough. Spirittuall good things are the chicte , 
and principall, bleſled isthe man whom God plcatcthto take for his 

| OwNe, to call to himſelte, ro {trengrthen in faith, ro make more and 

' morc ccnaine of his ſalvation, This is the bleſſing of Abra%amthat 

| comes unto the Genriles by faich in Jclus Chriſt, This poore and 

afflicted Saints eryoy as well as rich; This tecke, this labour for, by 

indeavouring to walke with God, and by icing uprighr. 
| Ifany fay, Buralas ! want his, I find not God fhewing himfclfero | 
' me in his ordinances, I find hin1noc fetling my heart. >, | 
I Anſwer, If hee have called th=e our of finneto a goad lite, and | 
that thon indeavoureſt ro tollow him, he will in due time ſhew him- 
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ſelfe unto thee, feare it not, and the longer he {cemes to deferrethe 
revealing of himſelfe, the more abundant and exceeding great ſhall 
the comfort be ar laſt. God willnot faile ro bleſſe his people with | 
| ſpiri-uall bleſſings, and comtortrhem with ſpirituall comforts, if they 
' walke befor: himin ſincerity. oy 

| Iprocecd to tell you of good Abrahams croſſes, which if voucom- Abratams 
pare them with Iſaacs, were much greater then his, if with Jacobs ©%S: | 
they ſeeme in ſome 1cſpets much lefle. Bur it you confider them 
' ſimply, they were ſome of them exceeding heavy ro beare, Wee will | 


\ ranke them into a certaine order. | 


; Firſt, God pur himto ſuffer an heavy croſle at his firſt call, as ma- | r. tie change; 
' tus COUTLCY | 


fy times alſo he doth many of his ſcrvants. His kindred and his Fa- | > mononies” 
'thers houſe were all Idolaters, and God ſaw that he ſhould have had |. rohoue, 
much adoe'o have maintained himſiclte and the truth of his religion, | 
'it he ſhould have continued among(t them. Wheretore hze cauſed / 
| him to leave that place, and thoſe perſons, and to goe into another | 
land which he ſhould ſhewhim, according as in the Pſalme, the Pro- | | 
; phet ſpeakes to Pharaohs daughter, forſake thy kindred and thy fathers y£1,,..10. | 
houſe, and this affliction often aſlaileth the Saints of God, at their | | 
looking towards true piety, when they beginto forſake finn<full cour- | | 
ſes and to looke towards Heaven ; though they change not their coun- | 
trie for anew habitation, nor leave their fathers houſe ro goe into a | 
region farre diſtant, yer their fathers houſe falleth our with them, | 
they ceaſe to be friends tothem, and they feele that which ſometimes | 
our 


— —— - 


| 


— —_— 
—_ ———_— . al ——_— 


—_ 


Cn — p _ - 
_ = 


ws © O_ 


In 


" . Ai p 
a ew = 
| | ereningy act. 7, Eno WA *. 1: at" a. A es lid 
= —— - - * 
, nd es » "Hp I 
P15 


ae, A 
4 
=_— _— 
wet %7 yo. 
cm— —— 
s ns CE EEEY 


L ” oe 3 b 
= 
i => 


OD 


| 


| 


——— ES 
—_ ——_ A + 
u 


*—_ 


CL Q1ICsS, 
Þ 


— — — ©. -_——_— 
a 


| kin{min, 


| 


2, Was uncer- 
ane where bf of a f09te, but made himtravaile up and downe intents, without cither | 


ft} 2Uuld dwcll . : . £ i : | 
y certaine houſe or any inhentance. This is a croſle roo, and a thing | 
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our Lord hath forctold, a mans enemies ſhall be thoſe of his owne houſe, | 
' yea father hates the fonne, and the ſonne the Father. For a mans 
inward and ncerelt friends are morc weary of himthen, then any other, 
becauſe having occaſion of converſing with him, they more ſce his 
piety, cl{e as Owles are more offended with the lighr, and becauſe ' 
' wanting that commerce in evill and vanity which once they had, they 
are mere difpleaſed ar the cnange. | 
We mult learne therefore wholoever mindeth to follow Chriſt and 

be his Diſciple, learne to love him above all perſons, yeaas himſelfe 

' teacherth us, to hate Father and Mother, even to hate them I fay, 
that is, to be willing to part with them, as if we hated them for Chrifls 
ſake. And as here the Lord to provided tor Abraham, rhat he wan- 
red no friend in any place where ever he came, a torrcine countrey 
ifforded him as much wcltare as his native fotle could have done, {o 
whoſocver ſhall loofc any ſuch thing for Chriſts fake, ſhail be ſure ro. 
| receive in this life an 100. fold, thatis, an hundred times more 200d, 
and comforr, then thoſe things or perſons could have aftorded, yea: 


| , } - I 
' many times alſo a larger incalurc,and greater number of ourward things ' 


and outward friends. 

This was the firſt crofle of Abraham, leaving his countrey, fee next. 
wharhe net within Canaan another countrey, in reſpect ot his cſtate 
and the perſons that were deareſt to him. 

Firſt tor his eſtate, God gave him no poſlcſſton, no not the breath | 


little pleaſing ro fleſh and bloud, to be of a fleeting condition, not | 
knowing where he ſhall dwell next month or next yeare, to be with. | 
out houſe or home, that he can call hisowne ; by which Godtaught | 
Alrahim, to uſe the world asthough he uſed it nor, and to ſer his : 
heart more upon the things above, becaule he had fo litlc ſerJednefle | 
nthe things below. The people of God muſt be content to berow- | 
. ledas jr were up and downe from place to place, to be in the Earth as 
ina Sea, in which they ſhail be cofled now hither now thither, and have | 
nofxed dwelling almoſt, and our Lord Chriſt after he was a Prea- 
cher, was accuſtomed to ſuch a kind of Pilgrims life, now in Inudea, ! 
now in Gaklee, now in Ceſarea, now 1n Cana, now in Decapo!ts, hee 
had nor an houſe to lay his head in. S. Part was likewiſe accuſtomed | 
among't other miſcrics, to beare this, of having no certaine dwelling | 
placc. If God cali any of us to iuch a condition, it muſt not ſeeme. 
much to us, to cate the bread of*fuch worthy men, nor topledge 
them in the ſame cup. Hee whole foule 1s not glewed torhe world, 
can well endure this kind of tumbling, none other will, unleſle hee 


be a man that loves to wander, 
Now for tke perſons ncere to him, firſt, his Kinſman, thenthoſle of 


— — 


uttcied . pd = . 
his tamily, One and onely one Kinſman he had with him, that wee | 
in.Lot k's reace of, Lot, In himhe {ſuffered two troubleſome crofles. Firit, | 


upon occaſion of atroublethat fell out betwixtthe ſervants of Lot _ | 
| of 
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' lof Abraham, they were faine to part habitations. Their riches 
| were ſo great, that the land attoorded not roome tor both their herds 
and flockes, hence the herd{ſmen and ſhepheards on both fides had | 
occaſion of jarring about places ot paſture. One would haye his 
cattle here, another would have his, and fo variance grew, «© Abra- 
ham {aw that this variance would p:occed tarther and tarther, and to 
[prevent miſchicke, gives Lot his choice where hee would dwell, fo 
{faith the Scripture, they were ſeparated a man from his brother. This 
no doubt was tedious to Abrahamthat Lot and he might not benecrc 
| neighbours at once, for the event after made ir appeare how deare 
Lot was unto him, and therefore after Lots departure, the Lord ap- 
pearcd unto Abraham to comfort him, as taking notice what atrouble 
it was unto him. And this kinde of crofle doth tall outto men, cither | 
| increaſe of riches or want of it, or {ome thing falleth our, that cau- — 
ſeth they muſt be ſ{cparated from thcir ipcciall friends, or ſome un- 
|kindneſſe and jarres grow betwixt them, thar their agreement is not 


' 


' ſo cordiall and hearty as 1roughtto be. | 
Burthenext Croſlc in Lot was worle, for inthe ſpoile of Sodome, he = 

was ſpoiled and taken captive by thoſe that rooke the Sodomrtes cap- | 

,tive. This comming to Avrahams eares pierced him indeed, that | 

' tris loving Couſin who had bcene brought up in his houſe with him, | 4 

and had borne him company in all his peregrination from /y till al- | 

moſt thattime, ſhould tall intorthe hands of ſo cruell enemies, ſhould. | 
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£ 
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' have his catte]l and goods ſ{cized upon, and himſelfe, and wite, and ; | 
children, made ſlaves and bondmen. This affliion is uſuall enough | ' 
'in the world. Much miſery and diftreffe betalls them to whom wee | | 
; wiſh well,and we ſuffcrin their ſufferings whom naturall affection doth | 
ſo indeere us uhto, asthar wee cannot but have a fellow-feeling with 
| them 1n their diſtrefles,asthe members of the body ſuffer by conſent. 
' Bur aſecondevillthar © had almoſt forgotten pinched Abraham in | | | 
Lot, for Lot loſtall in Sodozze and went and dweltin the Mount, and | * 
there lay with his two daughters, and begat of each of them aſonne. | | 
| This was no doubt noitſcd abroad, it came to Abrahams eares, and ; 
| filled his heart with'a grear deale of griete, that ſuch a man as he had | 
|taken Lot to be and found him to be, atter God had afflicted and | 
 chaſtened him, and alſo ſhewed him mercy and delivered him,ſhould | | 
| rune into ſo monſtrous and unnaturall finnes, as ro commit inceſt,not | = =_ 
withone of his davghters which had beene farre too much, but even | | 's 
with both of them, one afterthe other. This [ ſay pierced Abrahams | | (; 
 loule forhinke of, he could not but be ſenſible of all the bitter re- | | Ny 
| proachfull raunts thatthe true religion of God would ſuffer tor this | 
crimeof Lot, The ſinnes and crimes of thoſe thatare deare tous, and | q 
lin reproach that followes thence, both upon themſelves and ſome-_ | | \s 


times uponthe truth of God which they protcſſe, muſt needs breede | 


much heavineſſe unto good mien, and ſometimes the providence of | | 
God fo diſpoſcrh of things, that the people of God ſhall be hum- | | 
\bled fo, as Paw! ſaith God would humble him he feared, when r: | | 
| ſhoul | 
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;hould Gaede many 1mPpenitent ſinners in Corinth , and it had 
brovght anguiſh to his heart, that the ous man had 
A0t alone ſo. ſhamefully offended, but allo beene tolerated by 
:he Church, as no doubr alſo the hearc- ſay of Rubens inccit was 
1 Orcat vexation of heart ro /acob, when the report of it was brought 
no him. | 

Now fee what Avraham (utte red in his owne houſe inreſpet of his 
wives and chilarcn. 

Fi: it, his wife $xr4) a good woman and deare to him, was 


| ewice taken way from him, once by the King of th and after 
\by the King of Gerar, andhe could not but be gricved arit ſo much 


Ne more, becauſe it came to paile by | his owne dctanlt; ng {[nne,and 
{becauſe ſhee was ſoraken away, as that It was lik cly every day, that 


| (hee ſhoulc have bcenc ns rricd to another man, Or at leaf : [1 ay becnc 


[ 1; ade.amilntftcr to ſerve his luſt, Whar an anguiſh was ps thinke. 
'you « How atd this Faulc his heart e w hen he ab Ide ins ie 1n his 
| Tent, and Sarab was not in hers, when he lay alone at home and. 

Sarah bare him not company, yea when thee was perhaps inthe.bo- , 


| ſomeot another man, to whom he bad bc. trayed hor by h' s Cowardly 


tearcs and Cl] Iembling, it ſcarce befalleth any of us to mecte with ſuch 
2 Ccrolle in his wite, | 
Pur ſecdndly, Sarah his wife was barren, thee had no chilaren, 
fruittuline!te and ſhee were parted, asthe Holy Gho!t noteth. This 
"IF hath befallen many good women, and it was ſo much the | 
10re bitter to CAbraham, b: cauſe he did not intend totake any other | 
woinan, butthat art laſt Sarah when her ſclfs wis now by meanes of { 
age palt all hope, did carneſtly perſwade himunito it, To be child. ; 
ele is acroflſe wherewith ſome are exerciſed, but to Abraham it | 
was 2worle crofle then ordinary, becauſe the want. of a childe was | 
tohim thewant of ſalvationtoo, for himſclfe ana al! Nations wereto | 
be bIcfled in his ſeede : So that if hee had had no fonne, hee could | 
rc hid no Heaven, W nothing ſtood as aſtronger objection a-| 
ankt his being ſaved, then his being childlcfle. Barrennefſe with ' 
Ss. 'oravarion comes not toany of us, andit God had not caſed this | 
BY \enro Abrahamby often renewing the promiſe of a chi!d unto hit, | 
lfſe irwould have affiicted him __ | 
# tir another Crofle in Sarah upon occaſion of Hagar, there fell out | 
Srear jarre bctwixt him and _ and neg that ever before had 
wed herfelte a dutifull and reſpective wi! ic, How brake forth into | 
much tartnefleand paſhon —— 1M, Cage! I, and W rongtully Charging 
11.71 tO maintaince Hagar again t her, : and to be the cauſe of her ſtub- 
- OTE and CONMMmMPtuCs carr! Be- This ſonnded harſhly in _Avra- | 
"Sup 5 earec, and this 13 NgU 1gc Was tedious, ro telo rated "> Sarah, it | 
c him thinkethe caſc ſtran: cly *" mio] in:iced he by his wil [ 


GOme © Calmed therempeoſt very ſoone, it continued not long, but it 
M ourethire for the times many 21:21 hath che ſame trouble for | 
br morc {recent and core laſting, A waves paſſions arc an | | 


HS! __hus- 
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| hugbands ſufferings, her: anger and dl ſcontentand brawles with ma des 
' and men and childten ſometimes fall Upon him, and thee 1s read 

cauſeleily to Quarrcll with him, when the 1s difpleaſcd with them, 
this crofle 1s ſo much the more tedIOUS, by tow much a man doth 
' more aftc& and loye his wite, and fometimes too ir is aovravared 
by this, that hee hath ſome way becne an occation of it thou lh unwite 
ting1ly. 

But laſtly, Abraham buried Sarah, f\1e died before him, and he was 
faine to part with her unto ti:e © 'uſt. Thiscalamity y fallcth upon ;nany 
men to bury their wives, but ro many 1t 1s not a Calamity, they kr, 
BOW VELY quickly C0) make this att li tonnothing, 'by a ſpeedy brin- 


| ging In of anoth-r : but to Aby. am who loved $Sar.th and had long 
| lined 1 with he r, if muſt necdes be m2tcter of fOorrow, 21d {o te SCr:11 
ture witneffeth ſaying, Hee roſe np from eters bs dead, whethy heehnd 
gone before to motrne e aud weepe f tor her. '1 hete raings he !..reod in his 


wife $.:rah, 

N ow in his Concubine Havzar, friſt her il! carriage to Sarah was 
ſurcly a gricfe to Abraham, w hen two fech perſons (all ar oddes, hee 
that is a common.friend to both (uffcrs in both. The cufome of 
Poligamie is weeded out of the Chriſtian world, ſo that mennaw arc 
h: 'ppicr the -n to be vexed with the mutuall brawling of two Antzco- 
niſts, as I may call them: bur now the contentions of neere friends do 
fall out ſomewhat bitter ſometimes, to them that love both to well that 
they know not where to take part. 

Secondly, When ſhee was now great by him, the ran away from 


him and Sarah, and carried the truite of his body away with her. This 


no doubrgricved Avravam, he tooke her alone for delire of of- {pring, 

not to fatisfie luſtfull defires, and now when ſhe promiſed ſcede, and 
ais-heart was raifed up with expectation of a ſonne, to have all his 
hopes daſhed by the quarrels that Say. had with her, the being gone 
away, and hee know! ng not where to have her, nor how tO procure 


her returne, nor what Was become ot her, nor of his child where- 


with the we Nt, ana which was Ceare unto i Mm, even now before he 


ſaw irin the world This ſurely put him to much griete and forrow. | 
This crofle is not very ufuall, to have a great bellied wife runne from 
a man, bur it ſuch a kind of cclertion ſhall betall any, cither hee mutt 


be Very rcſpeRietle of .his wite, orelſe it would bea corraſtive unto! 
him. 


But a worſe crofle or ad beteil him after, for ar laſt the Load | 
made him to divorce H437ar, and to ſend her quite away, never! 
againe to live with him, This wasas bad and wortie thenro burte her. 


It God doeven leparate a mans wite from him, cither his afteRion' 

to her 1s little, orelſe his gricte for her will be much, but hee had 
Sarah his firſt wife, and that ſerved ro mitigate the putting away of 

his [uperadded woeman, 

| So you ſee his domeſticall aflictions in his wife, now conſider 

| what hee ſuffered in his childeren, 1. In 1/hmae! whom hee had firit, 
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6 FELD hce was faine to baniſh him, Or EXCOMMUNIcate him ww hether you | 
49 thrutt WA), or both, this was an hard ching to him, hee had but two lonnes | 
', 41:41 0: of and now hee muſt thruſt one out of his tainily for ought that hee / 
| 4% knew, never to fee him againe, Hee muſt adyenture him to the | 
wide world, and fend him abroad with his mother, in all proba. | 
bility of rcaton to ſtarve or begge hee knew nor whether. Would it} 
| not grieve and trouble any of you? to ſend a pretty youth about | 
= a couzen or ten yearcsold out of his houſe, without any thing buta | 
bag and a bottle, not knowing what hee would doe, or whether | 
hee muſt goc : yer God tricd Abraham thus, hee muſt learnc 
0 trult Gods word without meancs and above hope. The pro- | 
mile was, that God would make him a great man, and now | 
- God began to performe promiſe, by ſeeming to make him a | 
| begocr ; "It God ſceme to threaten us with beggeric in our po- | 
| ſterity, wee muſt conſider, that ſuch a crolle ſeemed to bee | 
ruſhing upon Avraham, bur God found meanes to make that 
Tlonne. grcat, to whom hce was not ſuffered to give any thing, | 
that it might be made cvident, that it is caſte with God to tnrich a | 


| man caſt outand deſtitute of all friends. | 
' ir, Hee was | But Atravam had another fonne, ſee the crofles that befcll him ! 

cooled 1» Faxc 3 Iſaac, Firſt hee waited long for him bctore hee had _ 
974 To be long deferred from enjoying a thing promiſed and hoped 

for, IS a burden ſomewhat tedious, If a man have not faith and pa- | 

tience in ſome good meaſure and quantity. Thus God tried 4bya- | 

bam, hee lived rwenty five yeares after the promiſe of a large of: | 
ſpring, before he imbraced the ſame which the promile pointcd to. 

| How could wee brooke the deferring of a promiſe twenty od 


| YEArcs 2 
But when hee had him, was the laſt triall and worſt of all ; | 


hee muſt take him and ride with him a long journey of three 
dayes to a certaine mountaine, and there hee muſt offer him up | 
to God for a burnt offering, here God tried Abralam to the | 
quicke. Hee muſt denic naturall affedtion, in killing a ſonne fo | 
| deare vnto him, and that atthisage : It God fee fit ro have him, 
why did hee not call for him when hee was a young childe, | 
before hee had filled his heart with ſo.intenſe Jove and earneſt 
expeRation ; If hee will have him now, why cannot hee fend 
(ors diſeaſe to ferch him, bur the Father muſt murder the ſonne-: | 
to nature muſt give place to Gods commandement. Hee mult | 
Ho denic his credit in the world, and expoſe himſelfe ro moſt | 
harſh, and in ſhew juſt cenſure "of all men, yea of his familie and | 
of his wife Sarah too, whole griefe for her {laughtercd ſonne muſt | 
nendes cauſe her to lade her kusband with erievous complaints, | 
ING 3 aPPEarance allo righteous, Yea hee "muſt in ſome ſence | 
contadidt and croile even faith it ſclfe, by flaying bim in whom the 
Lord had fatd unto him, 1n Tfaac ſhut” thy ſerde be called, Thus 


taith muſt con quer nature, Conquer credit, and conquer it ſelfe, 
which 
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whichalſo it did in Abyavam ; For hee conſidered that God was able toraije! ey, nels; 
(him up 49417 from the dead, from whence 1n a figure hee had recerved him, 
So it ſec mcth good to God, to pur his ſervants hard to ir, and to re- | 
quire ſuch things at their hands, as cannot bur bee very difficult unto | 
them. | 
| Thus you have heard of Abrahams life, now at laſt hee died in | 4trabams 
peace and ina goodold-age, attecr he had lived 175.yeares, not ſo long — 
| as his Fathers and fore-fathers, God ſtill ſhortening the age of 
| man uſually, that he might pur them and us in minde of 

our latter end, and make us carcfull ro prepare 

for it continually. 
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THE NINTH 


EXAMPLE. 


LEE 
SARAH, HAGAR. 
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4 


SATDEG S Abraham is called the Father of the faithfull, 


{0 it isalſo ſaid ro Godly woemen concerning 


well,&c. So that ſhee is honoured with this | 
ttcle of being the mother of belcevers, as hee 
was the Father. Having thereforc Hh before | 
you the example of Avraham, wee proceede 
ro conſider the example of Sara his wife. Let 
us ſee 1, Her birth, 2. Her life, 2.Her death. 


| her birth, her Father is knowne, her Mocher is not S«r#/5 viuth, 


knowne, Shee had the ſame Father with Abraham, nor the ſame. 
\ Mother, for fo he tclleth Ab;zzelech ſaying, .Gen.20.12., Shee rs 1ndeed 


my (iſter, the daughter of my Father, not the daurhter of my mother, and | 


thee became my wife, For as yet God had not forbidden to marry with | 


*F 
2 


( 
o 


\ 
\ 


any ofthe kindered of ones fleſh as after hee did, fo that as yet hee | 


; might lawfully rake his ſiſter by the one fide tobe his wite, the con- | 


ſort of his bed, and ſhce was borne 10. yeares after Abraham, tor it is 


'noted, that when 1/aac was borne, ſhee was 90. yecares of age and 


hea 100. So was ſhe 10. yeares younger then himſelfe, and he ex- 
cceded her in age 10. yeares, as 1t is mecte though not neceſlary, that 
the husband be ſomewhat elder then his wife, Gen.21.5. Abrahars | 
| 2 Was 


Sarah, whoſe daughters yee are as long as yee doe 1 Þet.3.6, 
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orkes, Tt we beiceve Gous promiles taitnful 
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(enoth to produce all forts of good workes, which otherwiſe tr 
ill | } oc i} 14 3 Z (WQIUICO CLa1 (0ITS 1 O () tA , \V 111% {1 ( LLUICT WHIEG LiI1NEe 


heart of it felte would never produce. For he that beleeverh Gods 
Momilcs ſhall obraine ſtrenoth from God to obcy his holy Com- 


_ 


manccement, and according torhe Wendt of it, to avound in good 
| | torts. Faich is a ſtrong grace and puts a new þ Wer in- 
rorhe foule by which 1t hall | be fit tu doe good workes. We have 
more Jaroely difcouried of the 1 ure tC faith in the es of 
rt R,W101S 210 COmmmei ted for t Ai! Fil. : % 
licn Sarah in rcfpett of Avraham her husband had two worthy 
Vorrues, Firſt, thee obeyed Abraham her husband. Secondly, ſhee 
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ty Yy £ » by #..3 Fx TY ' * 1 ”% L * * wY 
\' CCA NM, and rh t 172 her he cart and tono2ue tgo, Iol (hee Call ed 
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Si. when IIICE TINO! I1Nt (OO! DIIEMM 1n Ncart. Hel OUBMENCO (ſhewed | 


(clte 1n achecrctuil forwarcnefle to prepare things neceſſary to en- 
reriaine Angels that came unto her in the likeneiic of men, for it is 
oF {braham haſtcd into the Teat to Sarah, and bad her quickly 
os three», fs of fine flower and make cakes pon thi hewth, 
nine ond accuroingly without grumbling or deterring. Shee 


alu pot oppote hir husband and demand, husband, you know not 


what theie menbes nor whet nce they come * why ſhould you make 


ch care t prepare. for them 2 but without any more adoe, at her | 
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hus- 
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Cz N. Sarah, agar, CHaPln,&C. 


husbands « commandement, ſhee gate all things ready according to 
his deſire. This 1g commendable thi ng 1n 2 wite, and 1s to be 
followed by all yg godly women, w ho would be counted davgl:- 
ters of Sarah; 1f your husbands with you to doc things honeſt and 
lawtull, you rabtft addrefle yo!lr _ N10t to mayo 
but to yecld your cheercfu!ll OYTUENCce accoruing ro 5S, Parts 


' commandement, that faith, Wives bee (a ect to yetr Puceamngs in al! 
thinss v, | 
| It any ſay, that this was but a {mall matter, | 
l an{ver, true, bur itis repo Yred as 1t 1 2 tat of her eood dif- 


| 
* » _ . , | 
| which is allo commanded to w —_—_ S. Paul, {:zyins, Lett the wife 
| ſee th al hes fe ne er husbaud. Lt }C it 15 Ca! wrneſtty C '1 'r red UON Wo 


men, they muſt looke to it that they y ek It : Letthe wite, that! 


anger him, not fo much leat be ſhould flic upon her with 1 1 rootes | 
and blowes, a nr 22ſt thee 1h: ud be an inſtrument of oriete to ore, | 


| 


| 


| 


| | | 
| could relate 2 2gaine,butGod » ho hat treat ed this ! tO | 'cr pr ute. 1 Or chat | | 


| 


— ———— — 


| poſition in this matter, and a ftone f 1 FI” ial obcdicnce, the! 


L 


glory whereof the Holy CGlioſt oiverh her more generally, ſaying, 


7 #08 s FEB , tn _ 
that / CE 07 4 560" rV rs b.; Mc { MCAan $38 » CUI: '\ = $1. ly {!; C 
(00/1:1 cd ler felt eand w s obedicnt. 
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* 
Ye©CO! aly, It is noted 1 of her, that ſhee revercnced 


Ss, Every Wife, ICC, that 1s, caretully looke to it, and not make 
ſhifts or pretend excuſes, but fee, that ſh<e doe it, even feare her 
husband. 


y $ 


: " ' _ J a) We "i of > ” a p ;N k fk . > © {> 4 %\ "Þ 3 ho | 
1 here 1S 4 CKOUDMICLCNTEOLITT which MA4Kctn ONerremti3:2 In; C 11e from 


the thing feared a3 hur:tull and miſchicvons , " as men doc 


teare a Lyon or Bceare, torunne from him as faſt as they can, thar ' 


hee may not teare us in piece S, ſuch a feare as this is 1 nA 
| Another teare is. Feat * of offending, wronging, or 2 rieving tt \Þc ar 
iP n teareC , fiying o and 4 an ning all fuch thing 'S as would diſp!: UE 


' him and make qa onceive with diflike an ire ped veneſic o him. 


Mm 


Cr his oats ſcare of rhe wife, notto dareto difpleaſe her husband or { 


| 


? 


whom ſhee loverh and honourech by her undutifullnefſe and ru: Je-| 
nefle. And it muſt be: noted that ſhee 61d fo reverence him as to 


| call him Lord. And how did thee call him Lord? nar inſpeaki ing 
[ro him, orin ſpcaking of him before others, by whom irmight be 


told him againe what thee had ſaid, b when thee thonzhe of him 
or ſpake ot him with the inward ſpeech of her heart, Which none 


tit e ſhee gave Imm evenin her inward cogitations, When the 1. ad Inher | 
clfcat the hearing of the Angels prom iſe,that ſhe ſhould hav a ſon, 
Shall rheue pleaſure after I have waxed old, my Lord 6: inzold a fo. 

So the reverence of a good wite ſhould be hearty, and caule ncr | 
when ſh:e doth but thinke of her husband, eve then to give atitle | 
of due reſpe&t, Wherefore to give rude and undecent rermes to an 
husband, ſuch as would but become a Miſtreſle ſpeaking to her | 
bondman, Ned, Iacke, Dick, Tom, Robbin, is even a little too 
much familiarity in a wite, favouring of ſome degree of contempr. | 
N 4 The' 
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G's N, The Example of CHnarP.,&c 


The ground of thele 1 rwo Cuties, reVcrence and obcdicice, IS the 
image of God in the husband : For he doth ftard in Gous room: 
OVEL 1CT, becauſe as Chrift is the Head of his Church, (o ts the hus- 
Land the wives head, and the w OMAN 15 the zlory of the W172. 11\C ning, 
ONC ti) at is made to bring lome glory < nd honour © him. 

v by this fruit of Sar abs obedience which the Holy Ghoſt 
i noted, It ts ProoVect © (1A Sarah was huiwitely tn hes jouſe. 
even 2S a woman that could itirre al 
rothe diſpatching of 'neccllary aftaires by her fcrvants and more in 


| Iicp tan 8 ſh For had ſhee beekd a COY and nice or 1dle and floath- 
| dame: ſhee would neither have creſted meale, nor kneaded it, 


20n made cakes of it t noriceneto the wer ct rh*m, nor yer have 
lowed hor maid ſervants, and looked that th cy ſhould have becre 
dilioent 1n this buſfincile. 


Furthcr 1n refpect of her tonne Tſaac, o_ was a very Joving Mo- | 


our in her f mily, and locke' 


| 


| 


; 


ther and nuried him with hor owne breatis, and thought Ic 2: Juty | 
'or her fo to doe, tor lo 1t 1s noted of Joe r that thee {aid by way of | 
hanketull wondering at the benefit, who would have ſaid to Abra- 
} 31m ih; xt Sarah ſhould have. < TVEF BL. ſuck 7 [5 / have born” _ | 


him a ſonnc in bn Od are, as at ſhee confetled, that g eiving a ci de 
icke ſhould not b C {cp ara ed trom bearing him. And indeed na- 
riixe Coth manil eſt ly call upon women for this duty, for to wh: At 
purpoſc hath God given [chan ſts? as it ware bottles, it tliatrime | 

eDIcn! he d with fuch- a fit and well pleaſing toode for the babe, 


[ 


urcly not to milke out onthe ground, not to draw it backe by me- | 


dicines and devices, bur to give it to the new inhabitant of the | 


\v orld, with whom it came into the world. So ſoone as a woinan | 


ath ; a childe in her wombe ready to bring forth, ſhee hath alſo 


 milke in ker breſts fit for its feeding, 2nd 1s not this as much, as if 


the Lord ſhould ſpeake unto her and lay, I would have you take 
care to bring up this chile which thou haſt brought forth , 
with this nouriſhment, which TI have laid up in ſtore for it, for 


ſurcly God and natme bake nottung in vaine. This loving part | 


of Sarah is more confiicrable in reſpect of her age and, 


25 


her greatnelte of eſtate anc i he mlchold, tor ſhee was ninety yearcs 
old, and night 1 n that relpect have {ccmed warranted to have | 


oiven her elfe a d ſpe n{atton from this fervice, and to on ve ſaid; 
thould a woman of mine age endure the labour of watchi! ng and 
waking and looking to 2 childs , and induring all its froward fits and | 
a number of AtXCNMAnCe ? why may [ nor ſer it to a younger woman | 
ſtronger and better ab! Eto COC it then my ſcltc 2 Shce was wife to 
Abral am, 4 man of Orcat place and tate, fellow oa King, with 


whon Kings fought to be 1 covenant, and thould fuch a woman as | 


I: might thee have objcRed, ſubmit my ſelfe to this meane and la- | 
bortous office, may not [hire anotherto doc it for mee ? mine hus- | 


banQ, might ſhee have faid, is agreat man and withall hoſpicall, If; 


2c DINE 1n men of place and falluon, muſt The hindred from intertai- | 


ning 


| 
' 
' 


| 


| had borne Abraham a lonne thee would alſo give the childe ſucke. | 
| And truly, this duty is a very good duty, and grounded upon very 


| 


! 


| 
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141 | 


ning them by dandlirg a childe and heing made unhandſome and 
unkrt for company with rending a babe? nught not another doe this as! 
well as 2 of whom ſuch intertaining would not be expected. A- 
gainc, have I'nor avery great houſchold « mu't I leave the care of; 
looking tothem for ſucklingot a childe 2 which another ordinary bo- | 
dy may doc 25 well as my telte, that will nor performe the duty of 
over-{ccing mine houſe. Sarah made nofuch excuſes, but when ſhe 


| 
g00d reaſon ; For who doth nor ſce < that it is a very great. 


\meancs of cauſing Mothers to grow in tendernefſe of love to. 


their children, and fo of making children afterwards more durifull | 
to them. | 


Laſt of all, Sarah in regard of her ſclfe did apparell her ſelfe | , 5c appa- 
| with modeſt and not over-coſtly attire, for 5. Peters words pro- | r«licd her felt; 
| pound her to hee imitated by the good women in that par. | 7*4®y. 
'ricular, ſaying, ſo did the godly women that feared God 1# former trme 1 per 1.5, 


attire themſelves as Sarah, and ſhee is manifeltly brought in for a pat: | 


* . j 
cernc of this vertue, even decent, not flaring nor over-chargeable 


;g1rments. The Holy Ghoſt hath given women warning in two | 


| P 


| ments of agood woman, gaudie and wanton tricks of frizling, plat- 


places of this duty both by the pen of S. Paul and S. Peter, whoſe | 
adorning (faith he) let it not be that outward adoring of plating the 
haire, wearing of gold, and putting on of appare!l, but let it bethe iddex 
man of the heart, in the ornament of a mweeke and quet ſpirit, and S. 
Panl (aith, Not with braided haire, or gold, or peavles, or coſtly attire, 
but as beſeemeth women profeſſing goalineſſe with good warkes, mcecke- 
neſle, quietnefle, good workes, theſe muſt be the jewels and orna- 


_—— = 
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ting, curling the haire,and ſumptuofity in gallant things and chargeable 


, muſt not be looked after by good women. This tricking and trim- 
| ming doth nothing bur allure the eyes of beholders, and call wanton 
| eyes to play with them, It doth nothing but ſpeake forth their haughti- 
| nefſe and ſelfe-conceir. 


| 


; I know it is lawfull for women of rich eſtate and high place to 


| 


, weare jewels, filke, purple, ſcarlet, gold, filver, but women muſt 
| be ſure not to be givento ſuch things, nor to be more coſtly then their 

husbands purſes and places will beare, norto be ſumptuous this way, 
' that if their coſtes about workes of mercy were laid in ballance againſt 
; their coſt in artire,the former would proove in a manner nothingto the 
latter, 

{ For moſt times itproovestrue, no women more niggardly and pin- 
ching to any good worke of bounty or mercy, then thoſe that are 
moſt coſtly and finiſhin their coates. Thoſe that are fo curious and 
coſtly inattire, are hard and neere in good workes, and fo doe gaine 
to themſclyes reproach and contempt in ſteed of that credit 


them. 


| 


and good efteeme, which they thinke their garryents doe bring | 
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1 Tim.2.9,10 
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K | You ſec Sarahs vertues, compare your ſelves with her now. And. 
' thoſe that finde themſelves like her in ſome degree, viz. faithful! 


| in beleeving Gods Word, eſpecially his promiſes, obedient and 
| reverent to their husbands, that have nurſed their owne children, and 
doe not curiouſly and ſumptuouſly ſer up themſelves 1n their attire ; | 
| | Letthem be commended, let their conſciences approove them and | 
| ove them comfort in being tound like to this godly Matrone. Ir is 
| | ancxcellent thing to tread in the paths of thoſe women Gods owne | 
' pen hath renowned for gratious and vertuous, and hath borne wit- | 
| | neſle of their uprigheneſſe and ſalvation, We may with lome good war. : 
| rant promile our ſelves to obtaine fayour of God and cternall lifc 
FE ' with them, whoſe godly converſation we have followed. Shee that 
| looking her ſelfcin this glaſle of Sarah findes her ſclte to reſemble | 
' her in faith, in obedicnce, and reverence toward her hushHand, in 
+ doing ſuch good offices to her children, and in comely and not over- | 
| | coſtly arraying her iclfe muſt blefle the name of God, that hath fa- | 
P | ſhioned hercarriage according to the mould of fo excellent perſans. , 
En Bur thoſe that inſteed of theſe vertues, ſhall finde themſelves de-. 
| formed and diſguiſed with the contrary vices, are to be greatly aſha- 
| ' med and humbled, and admoniſhed to repent. And all the women | 
| thar would have the comfort of being daughters to Sarah, muſt la- 
| bour togettheſe graces and to abound in them, Sce that you be du- 
rifull and good wives, and pray to God to make you fich as was 

} | Saran. 

Sarah; faults, And now let us conſider the weakeneſſes of Sarah. Firſt, ſhee was 
or 99 yt weake in faith, for this cauſed her to give Hagar to Af braham her | 
| husband, and ſo to bring the finne of Poligainy into the Cmch of. 
WW God wherewith it may ſceme it was not polluted before. Shee. 
doubred leaſt her ſelfe ſhould not be fruittull, and therefore brought | 
Hazar to him, to tric whether the promiſed feed might come of | 
' her, and yet once more ſhee bewrayed more unb-leefe, when the | 
Angell of God told ©Abrabamin her hearing, that he ſhould have a | 
ſonne by her at the time of life, ſhee laughed ar the promiſe of God | 
as 2t athing ridiculous and impoſſible, faying, After I am od ſhall | 
I have pleaſure ? and my Lord being cld alſo, tor the Scripture ſaich, | 


' 
i 


Shee w.is old and it ceaſed to be with her after the manner of women, See 
how when God promiſed a thing in nature and reaſon utterly 1mpoſ- 
bile, thee ſo farre forgat rhe Omaiprent power of God, as to think 
 {ureircould never come to paſſe, thongh God had promiſed 1, and | 
TE. 9 Angell reprooved her, ſaying, Shall any hing be jmpoſible with | 
Goa 7 | | 
Thus the people of God doe ſometimes ſtagger ar the promiſe of 
God through unbe<lcefe, when God faith one thing and reaſ9n ſaith 
the contrary, they conſult with fleth and bloud, and credit their owge 
reaſon above the authority of God which ſpeaketh ro them. This is 
agrear fault, and rendeth much ro the diſhorour of God, as if his 
; power were limited by the rules of reaſon, or by the courſe ap 
an 


—_— 
as 4 
nN 
= 
— 
—2 
4 


< 


I—_ _ he oo TOY oe AAA «a EE or Er yy en rn = nay, ————— — 


—  _—__—______m_ gPI— _ — ———— — Ee ee ee nn —_ 


(GEN. Sarah ,Hagar, GCuar.i,&c, 
and did not excecde our reaſon and ſtand quite above the power of 
nature. Wee mutt ſee this ſince in our ſelves, labouring to b. hum- 
bled at it but not diſcouraged, for this weakeneſſe of taith may 
well ſtand witi the tru:h of faith, not he hath no faith arall who 4s | 


many times troudlec with doubting, but he which yce!Q!s to ir and ts 


overcome by it. 

Wee muſt alſo ſtrive towaxe ſtrong in faith, by puttins our {elves 
in minde of Gods Omnipotency and faithfullnetlt;, as $474 © 1d 2 
length, forthe Apoſtle witneflerh, rh. r ſhee judged him faithful wh i 
had promiſed, and tholc promiſes which we muſt labour ſt-dtaſtly to | 
beleeve, arc the promiſcs of God to parc '0N our tines, and write 
| his Law in our hcarts, and ro make vs able to walls DA cs, and. 
crowne us at Jaſt with hieand glory, n exichſtandias our finnes and | 
imperfections. Though the perform anc: oþ rick 1e promiſes fceme to | 
Us as 1mpoſſible as that : adiy woman ihonld be amorher, yt we muſt | 
labour to rcſt upon them, becaulc afehe flicthy of himthar haz _—_— 
 miſed ro perfi:& his power in our w eaken eflc. 
| Another fault of Sarahs, wasthis, that once fnee forgat her ſ-Ife to 


| her husband, and was full of anger an ca rent, wronefuilly char- [ 
ging him to take her maides par: again!t he! "oh y102, Ay wrong be 
| 0/2 thee for I have grVen my maid into thy bel FLA and ew 1 yn de el 1\: 


in her fizht, It was true, thar Hazar did ciaheh crioo much. ,burthar 
Abraham Was euilty of this Ele by bearing out FHuizar hit, char 
was altogether falſe, 2s his anſwer pr oovern plaincly, for hee 
ſaith, thy w.tkide is 11 th; $e # 14344, EE 7 ith ker wat thas w:1!. 
| So Sarahs anger made her ufe falſe accuſations gainit her hus. 
_ | 
| e humbled yee wives, it you have chafed with your husbands 
Wpaonne your {elves muror ly towards them in words, Sarah Cid | 
this,but ſhe did irnot oft,it was this one time alone, {0 farre 25 we read, 
in other things fhee beh aved her ſelte meckely and reverenly. O| 
looke to vour ſelves, that you offend not continually in that thi no. 
| wherein this good woman offended once alone, and no more, for 
this once was cventoo much, keepe downe anger therefore and let” 

1tnot breake out againſt your husbands. | 
| Andyouhnsbands, learnc though your wives doctranfgreſle ſomc-| 


| 


—_—  ———————— 


times, not to be harſh with them againe, bur heale their errours | © 


'with the ſpirit of meckeneſſe as Avraham alio did. Shee | 
' muſt blame her ſelfe, but ſhee may bee indued with grace for all 
this. | 
| But another weakenefle of Sarah 1s, that ſhee was ſomewhat too! ; 
rough with azar, infomuch that Hagar could not indure it, tor if | 
ſhee was ſo violent In words with Abraham, what doe youthinke her 
carriage was tothe maide, yea ſhee was ſomething too earnelt againſt | 

Iſhmacl and her too, when nothing would ſerve her, butthat ſhe muſt | 
have them borh together caſt our of doores. For though God bad | 


| A brahamcoc according to her WOrCs, it followeth nor thence, tar 
: ſhee 
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The Example of 'G HA =m CC) 


a5 not overpathonate in it. God for a miſteric would have it 
done, and yet 5. wah migh offend in doing IC. g0Ld peop! C are apt 
to be ovcrharih to them that wrong them, and cxctciſe oO Much bit- 
ternefic againk {t them. 

Anorher | lt of Sarals was, that ſhce difiembled at her liusbands 
regieit, and that rwo fcvcrall times, laying {hce was his lifter, and 
() {a INE? it, el: Ja teh QIC tO whom ice [Þ any I! 11916 thn! KC ſhec Was 

* of his witc, for that was the 1ntention both of Abram ard 
Yirah, ]tis a wcoakenclile in wives lometimes to be led by their hu! 


bands, to doc that that is cvill, and to j; on nc - with rhem in f1 10. Here 
6.:z1h hazarded her chaſititie to Ct ONtent | r husband, to latiche his 
fears, the was liketo have brought herſclic and others into a tearctull 
| {10 ne 


1 his fault muſt be reformed by good, wives amoneſt others, ard 
cy mult relolve not to {10nc 2gamit God tor their husbands jakes, 


, Þ L 
a 4 *Y CP $ 
ww LAS 


11S Cit pl jealuc More unen rhe d: Locr of the! ir husbanas or thcir 
anger, Indeede in laying yay toluch moriohs of their husban.'s, they 
mull uſe reverence, and do it in acalme and quict manner, but rctule 
they mult, being warncd by tne example of Sarah. 

Sarabs laſt fault was, that thee acnicd cher lat 1©13tcr 10 tNE Angell, 


when thee had {11 ned in 'avghu 8: To lyc in a path "1 for feare of | 


TEES 4 . | Aael 
FI.GETGS ( ty Us, Tat Ole 11a: 


d—. 


1 cone athing which wr.cced one hath * 


done, that io one may E1Cape reprenen ſion or correction, 1s atinne 
tO Which mans Nature is VETy 1U bject, {pringins from the want of the | 
{earcot God, and from an exceſſive carnall love to ones _ and! 


achire of his owne 5 peril aiety, This tault you may rcade, Ger. 


, x 


{ a T ) y } » 0b 4 ” £2 nab 
LOSLYs I\ CAQUL it no! tO COCTIIC llke, but > amcnd 1 1: afiul TO be mand - 
| <Y - Arr x 
CPENto {ty it you have commited 1t. 


a, 


Now then let us SUTSSNY In our leives, and confider Of our OWNE | 


Carriage, both to condcinne the like faults in our {clves, and robcare| 


| 
| 


with thc im ingthcis without birer cenſuring, and fo we ſhall profit by 


tek noWIedge ot the1r evill deedes, 
Now let us conſider the betictirs that Sarah enjoyed, Shee had all 
ole common o —_ ot heaith and ſtrenerth = the like; which | 
Ge oth uually bettow upon all men, but belides ſhe enjoyed excel- 


en: une "N M 
ne firſt, that God gave her faithand ſaving grace, pardoned and 
Wy © by her offences, and lar ctificd her and hath ſaved her ſoule, 


norwith (ta N ding + herfaules. T [115 iS the mercy ot mercics, that God 
pleaſe to ſandtt.ficand pardon, and fave a man, for it he be ſanRified 
he 1s pardoned Sand ſhall " [ryed , \yhar profir hath any one of other 
things it he want this, and {o be damned for ever, aker a little content 
Cn! yec ncre, 

4 ct us therefore labour to findethis goodndle of God to us, Ict us 
punbly pray him that made Sarahgodly, tomakeus foroo. If when 


we reade of this worke of his grace to others, we praile him for it, 
he will graunt 1: to us as well as tothem. The Lord is able tomake 
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any other man or woeman godly as well as $zr4h, Shee hadas bad a 


| nature, and as unable to make her ſelfe good as wee have, for ſhe alſo 


i. 


| a re 
' 


| was adavghter of Adam, Therctere it you find your fclyes yer not 


to be indued with faith and holincſle, take notice of theſe wants, and 
| ooe to the throne of grace for grace, belecching the Lord to fulfill 
| his covenant to you, 1n giving you his Spirit ro make you his chil- 
dren, and it ſhall be_unto you according to your conitant and humble 
 ſupplications. | 

| And thoſe whom God hath beene pleaſed to deale ſo graciouſly 
with, letthem heartily and conſtantly praiſe him, labouring to make 


| all crofſes ſeeme nothing to them in compariſon of this benefit. Say, | 


though I bee poore, defpiled, afflited, yer God hath given mee 
ſome faith and ſome holincefle, and begunto fanCtific and will preſcrve 


{at croſſes; ro make one truely godly, though they be not withour 
their faults,is the worthieſt ofall mercics. In Heaven the Saints rejoyce 
'in God, and are not interrupted in his {crvice, by remembrance ot 


'me 1n this cſtareto life erernall. Whar caiilc have Ito be diſcouraged | 


Iu ; . . 
former atfiitions, we one carth ſhould iabovr fo ro be glad in hope. 
of that eternall weight of glory, thar neither feeling of preſent mileries 


nor tcare of turure, fhould much hinder us therein. 
Secondly, Sarah had agodly husband, and did partake with him 


of his riches, honours, credit and all the good things which heeen- -* 


joyed. This is agreat favour to a wite, it ſhe be married to a good | 
and holy man, anda man allo of convenient eſtate and good eſteeme, 


that ſhe may be comforted by his goodneſle, ſhewing it (elfe ingood | 


: 
: 


| carriage towards him, and may taſte the ſivectnefle of his good and | 
| of his credir. To have an yoake-tellow that can patiently beare with | 


; ones wants, that 1s diligent and truſty, and ſo provideth for his fa- | 


'mily that nothing 1s wanting to her {clic and family, that lives in ſo 
good repute as ſhe for his fake is better reſpected ; in a word, ſuch a 


one as is a comfort and credit to her, a ſaviour of his body as indeed 
'the husband ſhould be, is a ſingular benefit. She hath agreat bleſling 
that hath ſuch a husband, and muſt not forget to be much and often | 
thankfull, yea though in ſome things he may be faulty, to the hur. | 
'ting, and hazarding, and bringing croſſes both upon himlſeltc and. 


| 


| her, as twice Abraham did though an excellent man. Take notice of 
this favour, and learne to be carefull in doing your duties, ſo much 
the ruther, becauſe your husbands be verruous, | 
Bur next, ſhe had /ſaac atlength, if God give a woman children 
and good children, godly and holy, partakers of the bleſſing of God | 
in their ſoules, that is a benefit to the wife as well as to the husband. | 
| She ſhall have joy of ſuch a child as well as hee, both the parents of : 


righteous children ſhall have joy of them. Let woemen as well as 
men acknowledge this mercy, wee fee that thoſe which are croſſed 
in children are much troubled atir, ſhould not thoſe whom God doth | 


free from thar little crofle, giving them the contrary mercy, learne to 


| praiſe and rejoyce in him tor it 2 
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3ut further, God did vouchſate to deliver her twice out of that 


- miſcrieinto which twice ſhe had caſt her ſelfe by her owne fault, If} 
any one by their owne unbeleete, carnall teares, or other cvill beha-. | 


| 


viour, have thruſt themſelves into the brambles, and God by his. 


ſpeciall providence and care hath granted them an happy iſſue and 
elcape, they muſt even admire and applaud Gods goodneſſc, that 
hath ſo undeſervedly pitticd them, and paſſing by theirfaults hath car. | 
ried himſclte fatherly to them. - Sarah by ſaying I am Abrahams 
ſiſter, procured, that ſhe was taken by Pharaoh to be his wite, God | 
hindered Pharaoh trom comming necre her, and after by a dreame | 
warned him of the matter, and ſo hee diſmifled Sarah untouched. | 
| After ſhe offended in like manner againe, and againe the Lord in 
like manner dclivered her: what a graciouſnetle of God was this ? 
' She knew not in the world what to doe, the had intangled her ſclte 
in a ſnare and could not get out, now God hee ſets in, hee brea- 
keth the ſnate and ſets her at libertv. Without doubt Sarah and 
Abraham both were exceeding glad of this eſcape, and praiſed God 
for 1, | 
It by the meere providence of God without any fault of our hand, 
' miſeries breake in upon us, and then we crie to God and be reſcued, 
we havecavſe to acknowledge it asa great favour, How much more 
then when he drawes us out of the evills into the which we have ſinne- 
fully thruſt our owne fclves, ſending ſome ſuch meanes of helpe as 
we could never conceive of, or procure to our ſelves. Call to mind 
ſuch deliverances, to praiſe God with great fervency and humility 


| 


| 


'forthem, and learne both to truſt upon his goodneſle after the more 
ſtedfaſtly, eſpecially, if more then once wee have thus inſnared our 
ſelves, and more then once the Lord hath pittied us and helped us, 
we muſt never ceaſe wondering at his goodnefſle, reſolving alſo to 
'take heed of ever provoking him by like folly, for he that can open 
the doore of danger, when we our ſelves by {ceking finnetully to eſcape 
| ſome other evill, have locked it gpon our ſelves, can ſurely, yea and 
will keepe us if we doe caſt our {elves upon him, and refuſe to take 
up finnetull and unlawtull ſhifts. Could not the Lord have found 
'a good and holy way of ſaving _Abrahams lite and Sarabs chaſtitic * 
of reſtraining the cruelty of theſe men as well as their wantonneſle : 


— — 


— 


_—— 


It God can helpe out of reall and preſent danger beyond our hopes, 


— _— 


' Andiftany of Gods people have wound themſelves into croſles, 
they muſt not be diſmayed from ſecking to God for helpe, by aggra- 


| he can ſurcly keepe us out of feared and imaginary dangers aboue our | 
thoughts. | 


vating their crofles with this thought, O fooliſh and finnefull man, I | 
have pulled it upon my ſelfe by my folly, how can I expe —_ 


from him 2 but moſt humbly acknowledge their owne folly and yet 
take boldnes to ſuc to him for mercy,both to pardon and to helpethem. 
| Theſe betheſpeciall benefits given to Sarah,” Now her crofſes mult 


Firſt, 
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 woeman. 
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of Pharaoh, and after of Abimelech, 
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Firit, She was barren along time, this was acrofle to her no doubt, Sarabs cro ies 


becauſe of her earneſt defire to have childeren, and becauſe as I ſaid 


of Abraham, the hope of her ſalvation did hang upon the fruit of her 
' wombe. Barrennetle is ſuch acrofle you ſce as hath befallen a goaly | 
Let them therefore that are exerciſed with it, learne to 
| bemre it with partence, and labour to get hearrs lo much more fruittull 
' of good workes, thatſuch ſpirituall iruttulncfſe may make amends for. 


the want of the fruit of their bodies, It God make not a wocmnan to 


| beare children, but make her pious and godly, able to bring forth the 


fruits of the ſpitit inthat ſpiritual marriage betwixe Chritt and her, 
{> hath cauſe ro be fo rthanketull for rhis fruitfulnefls, 2s cally to 
brooke the trouble of the otner uwntruictulneſl-, And thoſe whom 
God doth not afflict with this attfidtion, mult lcarnc to praiſe him tor 
their fertile wombe. Ir is a finne not to prize cven theſe temporal] 
benctics, but to grumble ar abundance of truir of che body, is fo fouls 


2 faule of ingratitude and unbelecte, thar a man or woemen ſhould | 
greatly blame themſelves for turning athing beneftciall init lelte into | 


w 


 adiſtreſſe and miſery unto themiclves. 
| 


number of her finnes. 


Another croſle was, that ſhe was fleighted by her maide, yea that 
ſhe bare the crofle ſomewhat impatienly, muſt be reckon<d in the 


bedient and undutifull ſervant, Hardly hal! the {pirit of a gover- 


quickly lay hold upon any occatton of ſuch mildemeanour, 


Doubrlcfle itis a trying att; Rion ro be aſlanl. | To 
td with rude favcy and contempruous words and geſtures of a difo-. 


'nour be able to hold ir ſ{elfe in patience, when ic ſhall ſce a ſervaut or 
'inferiourto looketoo difdainetully or arrogantly, or hearerhem utrer | 
ſurly and ſcoffing words. Pride in an infecriour thewes it ſelfe by un- | 
dutifulnefſe, and it will prove an hard thing to the ſuperiour not to | 
.thinke it equall that pride ſhould encounter pride againe with pat- | 
fonate refiſtince of it. You muſt learne that have ſervants moſt times | 
(as moſttimes Hazar was) dutitull, ro be thanketfull forir, and muſt 
take hecde of doing any thing, by which you may give your ſervants 


occafion ro {l:ight and conremne you, for their corruption will! 
| 


I. Sic was bar 
ren a long 
time, 
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A third crofle was this, to be taken from her husband into the houſe | 3- 53 was ta 


—_ 


2 Croſſe, as hee is no 1<cfle wounded that woundes himſclfe by mit- 
chance, then he whom an enemy ſhould purpoſely wound, and this 
crofle was made alittle rhe more bitter by this, that ſhe was though 


gently and with milde wordes, yet duely chidden for it by Abimelech 
t00, who tels her plainely of it ſaying, Gen. 20.16. 1 bave given 


thy brother, (this name hee gives Abraham ironically, with ſome- 


; what atart rebuke, as much as if he had ſaid, whom thou wouldeſt 
| have had us thinke to be onely thy brother ) 4 100. ſhekels, thar is, 


of our money, ſome 72.1b. od money, neere upon a 100. markes, 


'and addes, behold hee is to thee a covering of thine eyes, and to all that are 
\ with thee, and with all other : thus ſhee was reprooved, She was ſen- 


OQ 2 


ſible 


| 


| KCN Fromm nct 


*T1sStrue the could blame none bur 
her ſelfe and her husband for that croſſe, but that did not make it Icfle 
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[TlasS Cen, T be Example of Cuaril!,&c, 
| ile of rhe rebuke, this was ſomewhat butter, that a {tranger ſhoul( 
LU chide her tor not ſufficiently covering hereyes. dure 1t was A grief. 
1 to herto come under juſt reproote,” we muſt take heed that ourevill, 
| carriage make us not ſubjcetro jult reprehenftton, We {hall vcatha- 
| med to hcare of what we were not carctullto ſhunne. And ſo much of 
| Serahs hte. | | 
| Ot hcr death we reade,. G:2.23. She lived a 127.yeares, and died 
at Hebron, and was buried in the cave of £Hakphela, which Abraham 
| bovg ht tor money of Fphron the Hrrtire, for that uleupon that occaſion, | 
3 She 1s the onely woeman, ( to farre as my memory lerves me, ) whoſe | 
22% time of living is regiſtred in Scripture, waither it have any miſtery | 

2... init 1 cannot tell, no wocmans age is recorded but Sarabs alone, the | 
$44: mother of 1ſaac, doubtiefſe God intended tograce her 1n itabove other | 
woemen., And ſo we have done with Sarahtoo. | 
chinz Tr will not be amiſle toadd Hazar to her, of whoſe birth we have 
4 nothing recorded in Scripture, and as little of her death, bur by that ! 
\._ whichthe Scripture ſpeaketh of her, rhere is ſome good probability ' 
oc that ſhe was a woeman fearing God, Faſt becauſe of all woemea in 
Metre Sarahs houſe ( who having above 30c. men-{ervants, muſt necdes | 
have many maide-ſcryants alſo ) the made choice of herto give unto | 
her husband Abraham, to the end that ſome ſecede, yea the promitcd | 
ſ-cde might be taken from her. Sure Abraham and Sarah would not i 
have preterred her above all the maidens in the honle, it they had | 
not thought hcralſo a good and godly maiden, I ſuppoſe therefore | 
that {ecing her maſter and miſtreſle rhought her good, we ſhould goe, 
20ainſt the rules of charicy, though we rcade of ſome faults ſhe had, if 
vc rhinke not {o too, Let us conſider of her life and fee her vertues and | 
faults, benefits and crofics. | | 
| Firſt, it was a great vertue 1n her, thata!! the time of her dwelling | 
1 mew wvich CASrabam before, ſhee carried her ſclte very durifully and re- 
overs, Tpeftively to Sarah, cliche would never have given her into Abrahams 
botome. Let all ſervants learne of her to thew all reverence and du- | 
titull behaviour to their governours, and not onely to the rich and 
wealthy, bur to the poorc alſo, nay as S Peter faith, not onely tothc 


good and curtcous, bur alſo ro the froward, tor fo is Gods comman- 
cement rothem expreficly, Epheſ.6. Col.4. 1 Pet.2. and if any ſer- 
vant doc otherwiſe, they do not garniſh and adorne, bur diſgrace and | 
C11c:ecir true religion. The ſervant is no further godly then hee or 
ſhe ſhewes reverence and honourtothe maſter and governeſſe. Looke 
therefore Far you ſet your ſelves to pleaſe and content your gover- 
; nours with all obedience and duty, if you will have God and your 
| owne con{ciencesto approve of you, 

| 2 Shoe 16'd Secondly,whenthe Angell mether and asked her whence ſhe came, | 
menu and whitherſhe wenr, ſhe anſwered plainely,and ſaid, 1 fie from the face 1 
of my Mrftreſſe Sarah,ſherold truth withoutlying, and that isagood thing | 
and commendablcto ſpeake truth though it be :o onesowne ſhame, but 


to havetold alie roan Angell might have procured her great reproofe, 
and 
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and hereinyoumay ſee that Hagar excecded her Miſtrefſe,tor when the : 
Angell charged Sarah with laughing, ſheedenied it, bur Hicar being 

examined contefferh the trwh without lying. We ſhail doe better in | 
tic caſ=to follow the maide then the Miſtrefic, 
Another cood thing in her was that when ſhee was commanded 
wy the Angcll ot Godto goe and humble her (citc to her Miſtrefle, es Mold offe - 
thoedid fo, Herea!l you inferiours mult learne of her, nay rather of | te An.Q!s 
hc Angell which taught her what you {nould doe, it you have by | pes. 
owardnefle or il! carriage provoked your Governours,fo that they | 
Joe uſe perhaps a little r00 much rigour towards you, yet you muſt | 
--bmirand humble your fclves, acknowledge your owne ftaulrinefle, 
| and patiently ſtoope 10 their wor-!s of reproote, yea or blowes of 
correction. This fibmiſſion is the Set way to pacttic wrath, and | 
:) ſettle peace. Afterwards, we reade of no falling out berwixt Hager 
Learne therefore all yee ſervants to ſtoope and bce = 


— 


7 
' 
o 


and Sarab, ri: OY 
{abmiſfive, tharwill ſhew humility and winne favgur with God and 


| "Fat it Was well done of Hazar ani 1s [ome g00C provte of her 4. Ew "oe 
picty, that ſhec conlidered of this VION, Gea.16.13. and called the | anno 
|n2me of God, thon God feeft mee, conteiling that now ſhee rook no- ; cy. neem 4 
tice of Gods fecing and obſerving her wotes, and that thee ſaid | 


morcover, have 1 alſo here looked after him that feerh mee f as if thee | paw; tamil. | 
hou'd ſav, Doe | live after the Lord hath comie thus to takenotice of | 
| mee; and to reproove mee and fead mce home againe, and fo the 


' name was called it may be by LAbrahar, to whem when ſheeretur- 
ned ſhe related this viſion, the well of b:m that l;vid, and him that ſaw, 
| bxcauſe the Angell looked upon her and thee lived, or becauſe the | 
ling God pleated to {ce her and looke upon her, Shee was thank- 
fil ro Go for his goodnefle tin looking mercitully upon her and brin. 
£19 herhome a2atnerto Avravanms firmly, We muſt be thankfull it 
'ric Lord daigne us that favour to mecte us 1n our wandrings, and turne 
'1 backe 29:1acfrom nem. | 
Further, it was aco09d thing in azar that ſhee yeclded her ſeife to! 5.8hewas p 
4raham, to goe away without murmuring and diſtemper, when hee | ft 

ſar her away and her ſonne in ſuch poore tathion, patient bearing of | 

{ch hard and ſevere uſage was no little proofe of goodnefle. And, | 
then her ſonne was like to die forthirſt, ſhe ſhewed her ſelfe patient, | = 
hr ſhee went 2g00d way oft, becauſe the would not {ce him die, and 
jere ſhee ſare and wept, ſhee might have done better to have prayed | 
4irh her weeping, bur to firand mourne, not to hang her noſe over, 
im weeping and roaring was ſome ſigne of patient diſcretion, ſhewing | 
er loveto him. 
| And laſtly, ſhee tooke care of him afterwards, to provide him a | &. Sie was 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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nvenient wife,for ſo it is faid,Gen,21.21.this isa duty ot Parents to| 04 te, 


ake fit proviſion forthe timely beſtowing of their children in mar- | ſonne a con- 
age, whereof to be negligent is apart of one that regardeth not | vent wins, 
o keepe his childe in good order, and to make too much haſte is | 
O 3 to! 
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145 Gen, The Exampl: of C ua rat, &c, 


le of rhe rebuke, this was ſomewhat bitrer, that a : ſtranger ſhould 

chide her for not lufhciently covering her eyes. Sure it was a gricfe | 
to herto come under juſt reproote, we muſt take heed that ourey1l] 

ariage make us not ſubje&ro juſt reprehenfton, We ſhall beaſha.. 
med to heare of what we were not carctullto ſhunne. And lo much of 
Serahs lite, | 

Ot her death we reade, Ger.23. She lived a127.ycares, and dic 
ar Hebron, and was buricd in the cave of Hakphela, which Abraham 
bovg ht tor money of Fphr0n the Hitrize, for that uleupon that occaſion, 
She 1s the onely wocman, ( ſo farre as my memory terves me, ) whoſe | 
ume of living 1s reviſtred i in Scripture, waicher it have any miſtery | 


6 — — 


— 


oF il Þ oo: ebingg init | cannot a No WOCmans age isSrecorded but Sarahs alone, the 


Sl SS 

Aupur, mother ot 1/aac, doubtlcſſe God intended tOgrace her in itabove other | 
woemen. And ſo we have Hone with darabtoo. | 

Ragerguothin. It will not be amiſle to add Hazar to her, of w hoſe birth we have ' 

15-1452 nothing recorded 1n Scripture, and 2s little of her death, bur by that / 


| hct vviten OL 
o which rhe Scripture {pcaketh of her, there is ſome goqgd probability | 


s = 7H 
' 4% Lils 


| Tr as probable < that (he was a woeman fearing God, Fult becauſe of all WOCeimen 1n | 


he terenr'®® Sarahs houſe ( who having above 30c. men-(ervants, mult necdes | 


1nd "hy 


| 
1 
| 
{ 


| 
| 


1 b ' tt 4 Yi fe) 


"= 


have many maide- ſervants alſo ) the made choice of herto give unto | 
her husband Abraham, to the end that ſome ſecede, yeathe promiſed | 
ſc rec might be taken from her. Sure Avraham and Sarah would nor | 
la © preterred her above all the maidens in the honſe, 1t they had 
nor rhou ght hcrallo a good and godly maiden. [ ſuppoſe therefore | 
that (ccing her maſter and miſtreſie rhought her good, we ſhould —_ | 
againſt the rules of charity, though we reade of lome faults ſhe had, if 
we thinke not fo too. Let us conſider of her life and ſee her vertues and. 


faults, benefits and crofics. 
Firſt. It was a oreat vertue 1n her, that al! the time of her dwelling | | 


H « NP x 5 
kw. 3553 wg 
o 


[ 
1 Her'\ criucs 


: 


[. T-W* ith Abraham before, ſhece carried her ſclfc very duritully and re- 


| ſpeCtively to Sarah, cl{c (he would never have given her into Abrahams 
botlome. Let all ſervants learne of her to ſhew all reverence and du : 
titull bchaviour to rheir governours, and not onely to the rich and | 
wealthy, bur to the poore alſo, nay as S Peter {airh, not onely tothe | 
[good and curtcous, but alſo ro the froward, for ſo is Gods comman- | | 
dement rothem expreficly, Fpheſ.6. Col.4. 1 Pet.2. and it any fer- 
vant doc otherwiſe, they do not garniſh and adorne, bur diſgrace and 
C1{c1eCit true religion. The ſervant is ro further oodly then hee or 
the hewes reverence and honour tothe maſter and ooverneſſe. Looke | 
thcrcfore that you ſet your ſelyesto pleaſe and content your g over- 
nours with all obedience and duty, if you will have God and your | 
owne con{ciencesto approve of you, 
x Shloae'd Sec ondly,whenthe Angell mether and asked her whence ſhe came, | 


pany Ke: anc whicherſhe wenr, ſhe anſwered plaincly,and ſaid, 1 fie from the face 


Gen,us.8, Of my anfireſſe Sarah,ſherold truth withoutlying,and thatisagood hog | 
and commendableto ſpeake truth though it be io onesowne ſhame, but 


to hayetoldalie roan. Angell might have procured her great reproofe, | 
| and 
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and hereinyou umay 7 oe chat Hagar exceeded her Miſtre fe, for when the 
Angell ch irged Sarah with laughing , theedenicd it, but agar being. 
Cxan 1incd confefleth the trwh w ho lying. We ſhail doe better in 
-hic cai-to followthe maide then the Miſtretlc, 


Another got Id thine in her was that when ſhee vas Commanded | 3-Shee fibmur 


red hicr leifct 


by the Angell of Godto goe and humble her ſclfe to her Mi ſtreſe, ao 
the Angell which taught her whar you fnould doe, if you have by | <Y mane: 
frow ardnefſe or il! carriage provoked your Govern 2urs,{fo that they "T_ 
Joe ve perhaps al: ittle of much r190Ur TOWardas You, Y ct you muſt 
:bmirand humble your tclves, 2 acknowled 2e your owne fau! tinclle, 
| and patiently ſtoope ! o their wor.is of rep >roofe, 1 yea Or blowes of 
Conerettl on. This fubmiſlion 1s the 5c! T way tO pacitic wrath, and 
01H peace. Afterwards, we reac of no falling our betwix: Hazar 
id Sarah, Learne therefore all yee ſervants to ſtoone and bed 
> ati that will ſhew humility and winne favour with God and 


mar, 


| Further, it was well done of Hagar and is ſome good provfe of her | 4. vbre win 


piety, that ſhee conlidered of this vition, Gea.it.iz. and called the p< 


\name of God, thor God ſeeſt mee, coniciling _ now ſhee took Na- | 0. tncfNem 
tice of Gods fecing and obſerving her wiics, and that ſhee faid brooms ber 


moreover, have I alſo heve looked after him that ec mee, as if thee'; LE | 
ſhould ay, Doe I live afrerthe Lord hath come thus to take notice of "_ 
MCe, 2nd to re ProUVe MCC and {cad mce home againe, and fo the 

| name was called it may be by Abraham, to wacem when ſheeretur- 

ned ſhe related this viſion, the well of b:m that 1;2:4, and him that law, 
becauſe the Angell looked upon her and fthee lived, or becauſe the | 

| living God pleaſed ro {ce her and looke upon her, Shee was thank- | 

fill ro Gol for his o0odncdle mm looking mc xcitully upon her and brin- | 

N92 her home agate to Abralams fumily. We muſt be thankfull if | 

the Lord daigne us that favour to mecte us in our w 2ndrings, and turne 


us backe againefrom them. 


Fr rther, | IT WA4S ago09od thing 1 y Ia” 7 AY that thee veclded her {cif to 5.Shze was | | 


LICNC, 


Abraham, to goe away without murmuring and diſtcmper, wicen hee 
{-nt her away and her ſonne in ſuch poore taſhion. patient bearing of 
ſuch hard and ſevere ufage was no little proote of g00dnefle. And 
when her ſonne was like to dic forthirſt, ſhe ſhewed her ſelf patient, | 
for ſhee went 2good way oft, becauſe the would not ce him die, and 
there ſheeſare and w ce might have done better to have prayed| 
with her weeping, byYfo 1 ir and mourne, not to hang her noſe over 
him weeping and roaring was ſome {1gne of patient diſcretion, ſhe! wing | 


ner loveto him. 


A - 


oe did fo. Here all you inferiours mult learne ot her, Nay rather of | the Angels 


And laſtly, ſhee tooke care of him afterwards, to provide him a | & She was 


Caretull to 


convenient wife,for ſo it is ſaid,Gen,31.21.this is a duty of Parents to hes 
| make fit proviſion forthe timely beſtowing of their children in mar- | anne a con- 
\riage, whereof to be negligent is apart "of one that regardeth not | venent wits, 


to keepe his childe in good order, and to make too much haſte is 
O3 to! 
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<1 
bac! ke 2g tine. Let not the Divcil make any of you play the * LUO = | 


Itke enournh ab: 
LECT, ay b that ſhe 1: y thinke | Ic was fo fe: aſible of being Ab; abams 
\ heue asto laugh ar the fhirre made about rhe young childe, as it by ; 


them to De ſervants, be principally careful! ©: this matter, Let your 
care be to provide for yours Maſters, not alone of good eſtate with, 


—— _— —_ - 2 Fra m—_ 


"| T he Example of | Cc H A Pali, &C. 
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make tneMm haſtento m1cry. | v0 Hagar was a 1 good ſervant and | 
a 900d wile Motlicr, and agood woman, het carrlageexceptin a feiy | 


tings was £00d. 

Sc her! wits now. Furſt, hee grew proud, becauſe ſhee was with | 
by « Abraham and deſpiled her Miſtreſle, The Maidens of 
2achel may ſhame Hagar in this, tor neither of them is | 

cuſed for any fuch miſdemeanour. Take heede yee ſervants, | 
that you grow not infolent and contemptuous againft your gov W” 

1087s, you fee how Sh it diſtempered Sarah, and it is a Qricy Ous | 
finne to put your rulers 1Nto paſſion by your ill carriage. Whenthe | 
Anoc!l met Hazar he commands hertogoc and bumble hor {foro 


C11dC 


f.+ 1h : 


19 
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ber Miſtreitc. 1t 1s appar ant thereto! re her carriage to her was amiſle, | 


L hicre _F hh e ſervants that having becne over-tamiliar wich the | 
Matter, take occaſion foone to fleight rheir Miſtreſſe, So they add ; | 
inc tolinge and arc found double oftcnders; It any of you have | 
oftendcd ! \N CONTTNPt, UC hin; infoill ground ed a coitempt,dothat 

chthe Angell bad Hagar, humble your {clves betore God,ifnor to 
\Miſtreſics. Follow what was good in 77a7. not what was bad, | 


Another fault of hers was, that ſhe ran away trom her Miſtreife, 
which the Angell allo ſhewes ro have becne finfull by ſending her 


Ee bY tnnning way from your governours if they be ſomewhat 
ſh: pc to you, rather [ipive to p: cific them by ſubmiſſion, then to 
caft off the yoke by beraking YOu r {clycs to your heeles. Thele be | 
L1cr ONC y fa its, for T ain to: th to Cit: argc her with having an hand 1 in. | 


//bnaels mocking of Iſaac, for 7 ſhalt” was then upon the point of | 
'd, for Atlraham wa as cighrv ſixe when 7/hmael was | 


. ry @& x: WS, \ - 
[15 a nc b; CaITS ills 


o re, and I < \ v;hen Iſaac \W.3S DO! nc, and Ifa 'C ſucked ſome while, 
bove a YEare, and ſo 1/hmact mit be neere about fix- | 


11S ( OMMINg nBtothe world he th ould be ail- -inherited, 
Tow {echer croflles and comforts; Tirſt, thee was (o happy as to 
SP 2 ſervant in Abrahams ho! is and ſo a member of thettue Chutc ch 


Vithin the Covenant of Lace, DY vertue of her being a member of 


chat domeſticall Church. Ir is a very good benefit, when the Lord : 


vouchlatethroplace a ſervant in agood! tamily under good and Chri- 


tan Governouws, which will affoord them all 00d ulage for their 


bodics, and all needfull helpcs al '{o for the ſalvation of th&r loules, | 
| They may enjoy as much comfort 1a this as 1n any one thing that can | 


—_ Ul t them inrefpect of their habitation and dwelling, to have good | 
CG OVCTNOUIS 1N a good honfe, For in being under the roofe and cuſto-| 
dy of eodly man, they be under the cuſtody of God himfclfe, and 


Y »urd of Fholy Angels. 
Wherefore, let all thoſe that have chil&ren and muſt diſpoſe of 
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 whomrhey may live comfortably for their bodies, having good at- 
'tire, good fare, good diet and the like, bur by whole mcanes they | 
\ may be helped to knowledge, faith, obedience, graces of all forts, 
and to lite eternall hereatter, Secing your children be made aficr 
Gods image, have a ſoule as well as a body, and have neede as mitch | 
of things profitable tor the ſoule, ſince that 15the farre better part,and | 
if that bc well, the good eſtate thercof will cahily countervaile and 
make amends for the cvills which the body ſuttered, but if it be i in| 
bad eſtate,all the bodily benefits will nothing ar all advantage tt : 
therefore I require you inthe firit place to relp.t this moſt necetlary 
thing in placing out yourchildren, 

And all you ſervants that haye bene directed either by Gods pro. | 
vidence, orby the carefull indeavours of your good triends unto 1i:ch | 
 houtcholds wherein you have all good viage for your outward man, 


and over and above the comfortable hcIpes of dometticall qurics to ' 


bring you unto goodnefle, take notice of this mercy and thanke G01 | 


' for: ir, and take heede that you grow not weary ot * thoſe holy dutics, 


which ſhould be your greateſt content, Yea I pray you fo many as. 


and thew not your fclves fo prophane, as to be tyou oled ae that | 


live ingood families, ſtrive ſo to contorme your {elves to the g00d- 


| ncflc of the houlchold,as that you may have goo.inc! fie by the meanes | 
of goodneſſe there uſed, for otherwiſe that which ſhould have pro-| 
cured life ro you thall ferve ro make your deltruttion more terrible. 


[precepts and examples of your Governours, clic 25 our Saviour tel- 
leth, that it ſhall be eaſier with the Sodemites, then the Capernaites at 
the day of judgeme nr, fo thall it be for the fervants of profane} | 
] Maſters then for you t that ſerve good and holy Maſters and Mi- | 
iirefles. ; 

Secondly, Hazar had the favour of her Miſtreſſe very much,elſeyou| : 
may afſure y our ielves thar ſhee would never have made her a Concu. 
bine to her husband,ncither would Avraham have taken her to be! 
Concubine wife it hee had not thought ſome good of her. This 
therefore was a bencfitto her, that ſhe was well reputed of both by. 
' Abraham and Sarah, both the Governours of the family were well | 

affeCted unto Hagar, and this is agreat comfort unto a ſervant, that | 
heir Rulers entcrtaine them with "good Itking, approoving well of 
them and of their ſervices, for by that meanes they be made capable 
of enjoying much comfort intheir lives, and of receiving ſuch curte- 
ties and rewards from their Governours as they be "capable of, | 
and of eſcaping much hard uſage which elſe they ſhould likely 


 feele. 
This ſhould teach all ſervants ro - their uttermoſt indeavour 


' that they may, to winnethe love of their Governours by ſubmiſfye- | 


| 


| nefſe and obedience, performing the commandement of the Apo- 
tle who commandeth to doe ſervice with good will, and to pleaſe 


| Learne to pray, learac to heare Gods Word, learne to be good by the ; 


CO 


2, Shee nad the 


tivour of 1 x 
\Liitcr and 
Vit *clle 


| EpheC.6. ;, 
Tih 2,9. 


them well in all things andto ſerve with feare, and to doe the willof 
| O 4 God' 
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AN. - The E -xample of c HA P.11, &Cc, 


God from rhe heart, remembring that they ſcrve the Lord Chriſt, 
anditf God will as he hath promilcd give them reward of inheritance, 
Hh will much more carilethe hearts of their Governours to tavour and 

JcCePt them. Thus 7oſeph gat his Maſters good will and was great 

iEchou! e, this 1s the right way to procurc favour, take this courie 

! God ſhall be withyou, but pur away farre from you all crofling 

271 or" by varting, and idlenefle, and eye-lcrvice, and antwering 2gaine, 
n4 the like evill carri: ag cs, which will alienate your Ru! <rs hearts 

IO! n you anc make you {eeme hatetull to them, and if any of you 
2c not finde your Governours good liking, take heed that your own 

TR vol b: haviour have no! blenethe caule of it, And if you have it, 
rake hecedot abuting it to wrong both them and y,our ſelves ; and all 
y Go \VCrnours, Iearneto (h-w tavour to your fervants,unl: {ſc rhor fin- 
LT: El tneflc hind! -.:; the { AW OUT of & King ſl all be fo 4 74 ſert ar, 

{oth Salem: 07, and / ce that wa. 'teth 074 hts Aa) ler | 1h "Natl be promoted {0 

| _ Px, 45 be th it tenduth eficiree | [all cate of the frutl Mc 

urthermore, Hagar received Pre: ar mcrcics from God, tor he gave 
he iO CONCOLVE by tbr ob, 74, and when ſhe ranaway, mctw ich ker 
and Eirecied her to goe backs againe, which thee acknowledged with 
oreat thankes, for he gave hor ally Rl carr to g0e backe and ſubmit 
) et Miſtrcflc. This orcat favour of God, if he finde us in our 
ove-Nrayings,aond give us both __ on and willro come 1nto the right 


— 


6g, a SIT. Pra 446 () (200 'S) til; il he viſe rnus gUude You and NOT ſufer 
YOurto cominuc ard periſh in your ou _ INgs. 
lad Another mercy of God to Hagar was, that thee had 1jhmael, and 3 


2 promiſe, that God would be with himand blefle bim,and make him. 
wa a grcatman, 2nd that he made! 7/hmael after dutitull roher, for he was 
& Wed | by her intakinga wife which ſhe had choſen for him. It children 
have not grace, ve* itthey proſper inthe world and yecld themſclves 
cnifully tothe Parentsro be guided by them, they multacknowlc doe. 
ra8agreat favour trom Heaven. | 
Againe, it was a ſpeciall goodneſſe of God to lier, that when ſhee 
wandred inthe wildeneſſ: | and the water was ſpcnt,and her ſonne was | 
ready to dic tor thirſt, God pitied both him and her, ard ſhewed her a 
Well whereby thee gat water to give him,and promiled to bleſſe him, 
| 1nd lo he revived andlived,a nd proſpered. Alltheſofavours Hazar had. | 
= for crofles Conhder what croſics ſhe telr,for ſome bitter things the met withall 
raiuſey as well as theſe comfortable and pleaſing things. Firſt, the hard uſage 
iq =. cuardy, of 'Sarah was tedious to her, and fo much the more t<Clous by how 
'F much ſhe was|more guilty 0! { pulling it on her {cite by her diſubedi- 
| | ence;fubbornenefle, rude and eontempruons carriage. All you thatbe 
| | (crvants, it you finde \ vour Governours ſh: rp anc rigorovs,confider with 
2 | your {clves, whether your irreverent and a1! obedient behaviour have 
=_ | not RR them avainſt you, and expolcd you to this affliction, | 
t| | and if fo, humble your ſelves before God firſt, and after to them. | 
| But if any have eſcaped this crofle, lct thcin bleflerthe name of Goa 


Ti | | that hath ke pt them trom lubbos and undurifull courſes, and oven 
their 
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DEN. Sarab, Hagar. CHaPlr,&c, 


| 
ſ 
, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


with thirſt and ready to die, and the was utterly deſtitute of all mcanes Fam wry 


k 
| 
' 


| 


| 


| 


' 
: 
. 
j 
, 


ry that God ſent upon the Parents of leruſalem, by reaſon of famine and | 
{carcity their children ſowned inthe ſtreeres, and no man could ſupply 


freed us from this miſery, and hath nor cauſed us to behold ſuch a la- 


| 
| 


| 


} 
[ 


: 
: 


| 
| 


i 


 ſelfe, it may befall him,and reſolve ifthe wiſedome of God ſhall bring 


TS EE IE rt 
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their governours wiſedome and meekenefle not to be ſharpe as ſome 
governours be without jult cauſe. 


Now another crofle to Hagar was this, that ſhe and her ſonne were —_— = 
Un VVYCTe Ca 


both tent out of LAbrabams tamily, in ſuch a poore and ll provided | FO 
manner as the ſtory telleth us.”This is a miſery very heavy to beare;to | tams family. 


be caſt out of ones countrey and place of habitation,where they lived 
comfortably, and torced to want all thoſe benefits being deprived of | 
them all at once. Wherefore take heed leaſt by abuſing thele kinde of 
benefits, you provoke not the Lord to caſt you out of the Church, or. 
our of your houſes and dwellings, but make you a good uſe of ſuch | 
mercies that they may be continucd ro you, and learne, if ſuch a crofle | 
ſhould betall you, yer not to be diſheartned and diſcouraged, butto | 
humble your ſelves before God knowing that in ſuch extremity the 
Lord is ready to helpe and ſuccour you, = 


The laft croſleof 17agars was, that ſheſaw her ſonne 1/hmaet ſpent | 3 Slee Cw h | 


153 : 


| 


| 


. 


[O/E ready to! 


to heIpe him,not being able farther rocaſe him or her ſelfe bur by ger- | 
ting out of fight and hearing, and fitting downe to weepe and mourne. | 


' This isa Jamentable hearr-breaking to a Parent, if they be deſtitute of | 


things needfull torthis life, whether by occafionof travell & wandring 
out of the way, or of penury and necethity at home. How moſt heavie a | 
hearthath a Father or Mother,if they ſce their children ready to be fa- | 
miſhed throvgh hunger, and have no bread to breake unto them, or are | 
almoſt choaked through thirſt,and have no drink to beſtow upon them, 
neither know what to doe for them, bur to conveigh themſelves our of 
fjoht,and fitring downe toemp!y their griefes inteares. This is a miſe- 


themwith bread, Lamen?.q.4: 
Wee muſt learne to blefle thename of God moſt heartily, that hath 


mentable ſ1ght by one occaſionor other, but hath given us abundance of 
things neceſſary, yea if he have not furniſhed us with great ſtore,yet we 
have ſufficient to keep our ſclves and ours from pining away with want, 
O that we could be as full ofthanks, when we are freed from wants, as | 
we have beene of complaints even for {mall crofſes. And now uſc 
moderately your abundance, that God may not ſtrip you of all | 
and bring youto ſuch extremiry, and why ſhould we fortcit our ſclves 
and ours ro famiiſhing? when wee ſee that God is tender to us,and wil- 


ling to ſatisfie us with good things. 
And laſtly,ler every man prepare for this croſle, think of it,tell him- 


it upon him, that he will labour patiently to undergoe 1t,not fo as to be 
ſorrowleſſe,that were no way commendable, but fo as to be moderate 
in grieving, and to turne his gricfe into ſpirituall griete, and powre it : 
forth beforethe Lord in humble and penitent confeſſions and lamenta- 


tions for finne. 
Before | 
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51 G8N, Tho Example of Car. T1, &Cc. 
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| -forc ] depart from handling of Harays Example, mul lay F -f | 
thing of Sarah and her,which Iknew not how {o tly to ſpcake of in 
the life of either, v/2 .thar theſe two Mothers and the children borne of 
them were Allegorics, 25 S. Paul callsthem, that is, figures of ſome | 
orherthing myſlically ſignified by them. For this we have the authori- | 
Yy of S.Panl, Gal. 4+21, In theſe words, Heare you not what the Law 
| (that is;the wiitings of A70/cscommonty called the Law, becaule the 
| Law was the principal] part thereof ) aoth ſay, for it 1s written that 
Abrah am hadtwo ſonncs,onc of the bond- woman auth of the ſree-woman, 
11d the ſex of the bond: man ws vorne after the fleſh that is,by a barc natu- | 
!11 power of generation, as any men naturally may beget a child of a 
woman without any power abovenarure concurring tothe work, But ſhe 
| that was berne of the free-woman wa: borne by promiſe, that 1s,nvt ſo much 
by any Natur: Ny ftrength of the Parents, as by vertue Gods promiſe, | 
v hich bound histruth to ſer his Om: 1p: ſency a worke above nature, 
otherwiſe Abraham that had 1o long | lived with Sarah tn her youth,and 
 conld never become a Father by her ſhould much lefic hav © beene {0 
by | CT, now when her body was Cuite dried with age, which things | 
+({aitn S. Pant) are an Allevory according 15 [rold yoube elorc. For theſe 
are Teftaments or Coyenants, the oxe from Mount Sina!, which came | 
thence being there publiſhed and promulgated, it Is the Lay, the : 
Covena nt of orkes, whereof itis ſaid, The Law came by Moſes, and | 
this rs ſad to gender unto boadage, thatis, to beget and make not lonnes | 
2nd daughters of atrec and ingenuous ſpirit, Jovi ing God, and out of 
lovg d Ying him [cTViCe, and mecrely of his grace, love, free favour and | 
promile expeRing thei reward, but bond-flaves which out of a feare | 
F of puniſhment or hope of reward, doc {crvice and expect the reward | 
| Ver tor the worthinefle fake of their workes, and this Covenant « Hazar, 
| meaning, 1s ſignified by Hoary tor faith he, this Hagar & Mont Sin; | 
n Arabia, meaning is foby fignification and reprejientation, and a#- | 
| {weteth in (2nification and Type to Jeruſalem, which now 1s and ts in 
| bond: ze, meaning to the Law and to the curſe and 11gOUT of it, being 
| Jethors to the whole I. aw to GE !t, or ifthey doe Xt not to the curic. 
to! viforit, But this Teruſalem which i from above, thatis, the Heavenly 
Teru{ale, the Church, the number of truc belcevers, that doe indeed 
ſcriou {ly imbrace the doQtine of the Goſpel, w hichbegan by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ro be preached at Ternſalem, not hoping to be juſtified | 
anc faved bythe merit or worth of thetr owne workes, but by the free | 
prom lc of God 1 in Chriſt, thoſe are free from the curſe and rigour of 
| the Law, and ſhec is the morher of all true Chriſtians of us all, thar 
| 


—_— 


— -— — 


5,0f ny (cite and all thoſe which with mee looke for rightcouſheſſe 
and {zlvation alone through the merits of Chriſt, and mercy of Godin 


T7] RO_"_ through fairh in his name, and aftcr he faith, As then he that was 


ts v0 the fle {h perfect ted him that w 1s after 1h: Spir.t, even 1o (ſairhhe) it 

| fs n0w, 

| Hcre you havethe full Allegory, two Mothers, abond-woman and | 
a tree-woman, two manners of beoetting, after the fleſh and after the. 


Spirit, 


G E Ne Sarah, Hagar, GCurapin,&c 


| Spirit, twokindes of children, bond-men and free-men, and the bond 
ſtill perſecuting the free. The Mothers are the two Covenams, that of! 
'the Law andthatof Grace. The two manners of begetting one ot 
the promiſe, the other by the fleth, two kindes of children, bond-men 
to good and free-men. The matter is this, Thoſe that bring nothing 


but their owne natvrall power tothe Law and fo ſceke by itto be juſti-| 


| , = X 
ward of ſlaves, but thoſe that looke to the goodneſle of God inthe 


-_y 


' Covenant of Grace, having the power of Gods Spirir, are made to 
love God as children, and admitted to the inheritance of ſonnes., | 
Lerustake heed of being fonnes of the bond-woman, for many be| 
ſuch ſtil]. The Papiſts will needs challengefalvation as due by the me- 
'rits of their owne workes, and {oin very deed doc exclude themſelves | 
from it by challenging it ona wrong ground. Andthe mulritude are in ! 
this reſpetno whit betrerthenthe Papiſts ; for their owne good deeds | 
areſtill in their mouthes,as if they would be ſaved by workes,vhicl yer | 
cannot ſave them, yea ſome reliques of this ignorant and foulith pride | 
was found in the Saints, who if they finde not (which they will never | 
finde) perfection in themſelves,are ſtil] apt to queſtion their eſtate,as if | 
it were their owne goodnefle that ſhould bring them to Heaven, not 
the goodnefle of God in Chriſt, rewarding them freely with thar unde- | 
ſerved crowne, becauſethey are become the children of God by faith | 
in Chriſt. Now let us take heed of being the ſonnes of Hagar, but let | 
us acknowledge ſtill our owne finfullnefſe and unworthinelle, | 
yet ſtill reſt on his mercy in Chriſt,amd ſtrive to obey | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


himinlove, as children doe their Father, 
and fo much for avs. 


(x) 
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fied, they are but of a ſlaviſh diſpoſition, and have nothing bur the re- | 
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THE TENTH | | 
EXAMPLE. 
O F 
KervRan ISHMAEL {| 
E LIEZER. + 


J& Ow 1 Abrahazs had athird wife, her name 
was Keturah. The Scripture bringeth her in | $curab. 
as it were a dumbe perſon, tells nothing of 
her parents, life, nor death, but mentioning. 
her bare name alone, ſhewes thar ſhee was 
Abrahams wife as I conceive, and what chil- 
dren ſhee had by Abraham we are told, Gez. 
25.1. her ſonnes were fixe, as you may reade 
in that place. Now the Lord ſeemeth to tel! 
\ usthis little of this woman and her {onnes, becauſe we ſhould the more | 
acknowledge the blefſing of Godupon CAvrahar in reſtoring him to. 
a ſecond yourh as it were, and making him fo fruitful as to beget fix 
'ſonnes i in his old-age after Sarahs death, whereas before at an 100 he | 

| Was as good as dead according to S. Pauls phraſe, Rom.q. So Gods | 
| blefſing is able to make our ſoules fruitfull inall good workes, though | 
of our ſelves wee be utterly barren and unfruitfull. And thus we have 
done with Abrahams wives. 

\ Now lct us ſpeake ſomething of his contemporaries, _ | 
| P wit 
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with his ſonne 1/hmacl. TIſhmaet was ſonne of Abraham and Hizar 
his maide ſcrvant, borne utito him at his 86. yeeres, as ſaith the Holy | 
Ghoſt, Gen.16.#/t, He was the fonne of a godly Father, but whether 
4  himſclte were godly or not it 1s uncertaine. Burn his I!fe we muſt | 
= 'note, Firſt, his Vertues. Secondly, his Faults. Thirdly,bis Benefits, * 
| ' Fourthly, his Crofles, and then ſhall we come to his death, | 
Vans | His vertucs. Firſt he lived in his fachers houſe in outward confor. : 
11 w50%- qmity and obedience, for he ſubmitted to his father at 7 5.yearcs to | 
{E224 be circumcifed, Genat7.25. and fo had the ourward fcalc of the co- 
zac 12 14 yenant, but yet he was not the promited ſcede, nor had tie covenant 
Fatt \ made with him, nor had the Church and true religion continuing in | 
his family. So we muſt learne not to ſatisfic our ſelves with being in | 
[3 the Church oitwardly, but muſt labour to become true members 
| | 0{ it, and to enter into the covenant indeed, Ir will not profir us to. 
have the S2craments outwardly adminiſtered to us, ( for he is not a 
lew which is one without, neither 15 thar circumcifion wich 1s out- | 
ward inthe fl:ſh) but wee mult indcavour after the inward circum- | 
cifion, cven ro get the righrcouineſſe which is by faith, that thar 
faith may purific our hearts, and purge away from us all filthinefle of | 
fcthand fpirit. And if we make ule of the outward feale, thereby to ; 
\ be made to ſee and feele our uncircumciſedncle of heart, and heartily | 
1cknowledoe Gods will and power to make us partakers of the in- | 
ward circumciſion, fo putting torth our ſclves to beg for, and labour 
after that inward circumciſion, the Lord will ſurely beſtow -it up-. 
ON US. : ; | 
Againc, all children muſt learne to ſubmit themſelves to their pa- | 
rents, at leaſt ro an outward performance of {uch holy durtics, as by | 
their parents they ſhall be inſtructed in, c!ſe they are worſe then 1/þ- 
mael, and will become matter of anguiſh and y<xanon to their godly. 
parents, Would 7/hmact accept circumciſon, and wilt not thouac- 
cept inſtruction, learne the principles of Chriſtian religion, and ſettle 
thy (clte to fome ſhzw of goodnetle, then ſhall 7ſhmaels cxampleriſc 
up 1n judgement againſt thee and condemne thee. And parents muſt 
oblerve Gods goodneſle in their childeren, if they find them even | 
in ſuch a degree tratable and ruly, for this is farre better then to be 
| wilde and furious, and to caſt of all ſemblance of goodnefle, and yet 
ſuch would the beſt mans childeren prove, it the hand of God did 
; not reſtraine thfem. | 
| >, He ſubzic But another good thing in /ſk»-:acl was, that he ſubmitted himſelfe 
amt: hp '” to his Father to be banithzd out of his houſe, no queſtion but Abra- 
bed our Dam that loved him, would informe him of the neceſſity which lay | 
; ot {15houte. upon himſelte ſoro expell his ſonne, and would furniſh him withall 
| co0d counſell, who then being fome 16. yeares old was capable of 
| good advice, and fo did he without murmuring or wilfull refuſing to | 
00 yecld himſclte ro that puniſhment. Ir is a good thing in childeren 
to take quietly their parents chaſtitement, even thoveh they ſhould | 
| be ſomewhat fcvere. But ro oppole them, orto rebell againſt them, 
Or 
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' or fall to clamorouſneſſe and impatiency is agreat finne, even though 
the corretion ſhould be cauſeleſle and unjuſt, how much more it they | 
be righteous and deſerved. Learne of 1/hme! this ſubmiſhon, how 
will you hope that you be Gods childercn , it you do not equall fuch 
a one as 1/hmael in goodnefle? | 

 Againce, 1/ſhmael did another good office in the concluſion of his | 3. Hee toyned 
| Fathers life, for it is noted of him, that he came to 7/aac avd joyned — 
with him 1n his Fathers funcrall, Gey, 25. 9g. by whichit 1s manifeſt, |.ucrall, 
chat he bare no grudge againſt his Father for caſting him out of his 
houſe, bur bore that reſpe& rowards him which was due to a Father, 
and therefore did him the beſt honour he could at his latter end, yea| 
that hee did not harbour in his minde any envious and malicious | 
thought againſt 7ſaac, and therefore would come unto him and uite 
his paines to buric his Father, Learne {v much good of him I pray 
you, as to forget that ſeverity which perhaps Parents may have 
| ſhewed to any of you, and not pur off the dutifulnefſe of childeren, 
becauſe you have met with ſomething that fl-h and bloud would call 
hard meaſure, The leffe inducement any man hach trom a parents 
kindneflero love and honour him, the more commendable itisit hee 
performe all honourto him : but he that will be ſo tranſportedwith | 
diſcontcntment againſt a parent for ſome ſharpeneſſe, as evento hate | 
and contemne him, moſt of all if his owne folly have inforced a | 
parent to (uch proceedings, is withour all doubta graceleſſeand a wrer- | 

; ched childe. | | 

| Ipray youlearne alſo by 1ſhmae!, not to ſuffer envy to riſe againſt | 

your Bretheren ifin any thing they be preferred before you to your | 

deiriment, Love not them lefle then the name of a Brother or Siſter | | 

doth require, becauſe you may thinke that they have ſtood betwixe | 
your parents love and bounty and your ſelves, and ſo as it were| | 
overſhadowed you, and kept the ſun-ſhine from you, bur bchold 
the hand of God in fo diſpoſing of things and reſolve to love ſtill as 

'Bretheren, ' 

| Further 1/hmael did one good att of honour and duty toward his | 4. He was ru 

| mother Hagar, Forit is ſaid, Gen.21.21. that his mother tooke him — _ 

a wife our of the land of Egypt, ſo he was ruled by his motherin mar- | age, 
riage, having her liking and conſent, yea giving himſelfe to m_ 

' ded by her, as did alſo 1/aac to Abraham, and Iacob to Tſar. It is 

a needefull thing for childeren to take the conſent and aſſent of their 

parents, ( yea if it be but of the mother, ſuppoſing the father to be | 

dead or abſent, ) and not to ruſh into this eſtate againſt their willes 
and privity. No comfort can cometothe conſcience in ſuch a match, 
for whoſocyer is joyned together otherwiſe then Gods Word 
alloweth, can have no ground of comfort, as thoſe are that arc joy- 
ned without the good will of thoſe whom God hoth made his depu- 
tics inthis buſineſſe, The Lord ſaith to Parents, fake wives for your | 
ſonmes, and give your daughters, plainely putting them into his roome 

'in that behalfe, wherctore having nor conſent from them, they live | 
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lo z No The Example of CHAP. 6,&C. 


1n an unlawfull matrimony, untill ſuch time as ; by humble repentance 
before God and ſubmiſkve inrreatics to their parents, they have at- 


muſt ſee the fault, and be humbled and fecke paraon, Moſt times 
the Lord doth ſenſibly crofle ſuch marches, make ule of thole crofl<s 
© 1ncreaſc your 9: Qdly forroiw forfinne. And ler tholte children that 
are yer ui marricd, take heed of intangling their attetions without 
the privity of Parents, or of Sing to draw the aff<Ctions of one a- 


other, uniill luch coniint have cone b OTE For teare thicy make this 
dury very difhicuit -untothemn; js. raft rhemtclves out of the way of 
duty and ob<dicnce, by their he adilrons paſk 51s. So much of 7/hmaets 
"Ot hy deeds, now of his bad. 
7-17 Fiſt, at l0:mMC 15. Or IG. 4 oft he mocked Iſaac, this mockir 
28 1 ger © of Pe r{ecution 2 1.721 lr in hin ('N, | cannor COne Civ 
that he did it out of any a1tlik NN” [Yaacs picty,, who being but anew 
canecd child © could not ditcoye: any picty unto him, art leaſt any 
[uCh act c f p:. wy as (31 Wald {tirre 1D al Caine 2 nd Jeri Mn, but {ecing 


tucha great gladnefle ana a merr? y fc ſt atthe weaning of 1/aacr, he mad 
a [poIt OI hi; m, as it were daifſda uningp that I{aac thou ! jeemetothruſt 
him Out of the inheritance. Now tt 1s agre: rt fine to mocke any one 
Out of envy and {corne that they ſhould bc Pp "|; rred b<otore them, 
Mocking ſhewes a great deale of pride 1n him that u{ct!1 it, nothing 
but overvaluins of our ſelves makes us undcrvalew others, Moc: king 
15 atcdious thing to fuftcr, the good efteeme wee have of our ſelves 


tained that good leave of their parents, winch they ought to have. 
gotten before. If therefore any ppongit you have ſooffended, they 


and thole tht are necre unto us, makes rhe contrary Carrio2ve of = rs. 


unſuffcrable, rtheretore 15s mocking a orcat offence, Take heed 1 


pray you of uſing it towa rdyourbrethercnorn cz2hbours; it is an at 


That rendeth ftrone oly to provoke, and we mult nor provoke one ano- 

ther : Itis theo moſt loathſome when it comcs from cavy and malice, 

make not a mayeame at your bretheren, floute them nor, breake not 

| Ephck4.4, jeſts upon them ; this'jeſting is that which $ Paul trbids, eſpecially 


RO —_ 


laugh not at their mileries and at their ſfinncs, bur moſt of all mocke 


not at them for yell doing. Mocking 1s any carriage by which a man 

expreſicth his conte! mpt of another, and ſeekesro make him alſo con- 

| | remptib! c and deſpicable untoothers. Hethat can {ctl;ght by a man 
| for goodnefle ſake which ſhould procure honour, how biind a minde, 
F$ how perverfe a judgement hath he. Be penitent if your folly have 
carried you to ſuch , {1nNe, and now bridle your ſelves from ſuch ill 


— 


— 


carriage, hath nor God ſhewed his diſlike of ir ſufhctently, by puni- | 


| | | {17g 1 rin 7 bacct wich ban! '{hment ont of Abrahams houſe * 


tr + he was awilde man, a kindiof Aﬀe-colt, that would not be ſubje& 
| wo any almoſt; nor ruled by any. | This is a grievous favlr indced, 


when he thathach the face, {hape and faculties of a man, and ſhould | 


y  tave wiſedometo- ſubmit hirtlfe ro fucthas have authoriry over him, 


wilt yet know no governor, ft Ubmit ro-no aurhority, be kept within 
no. 


—_— 
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Another faulr of Iſhaxacl, 1s thar which was foretold of him, thar | 


UEN.  Keturah, Iſhmael, Eliezer. C HAPJG,AC. 
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no 0 boundes, but leape over hedge and ditch as it w ere, and runne | 
| about after his owne tancy, and live as helilts himſclfe, that is to | ay ,| 
' will evertake upon him the qualitics ot a wild Aﬀe-colt to man-ward, 
will never carry himſclfe as a ſheepe dutitully ro God-ward. Be- | 


ware of being (uch wild tcllowes that now follow their 


O\Wne 1u- 


mours, and care not what trickes the y play, not heeding any admo. 
It avy of you have ſhewed your tclves tuch | 
formerly, bewaile it bcforc God, pray himto pardon you, pray him i 
torurne you by ſhewing you your ſinnes, and miſcrable eftare by na-| 
ture, and pray him to make you at le noch to learne to take the yo ake/ 
of obedience, and caſt of all wilde courſes, live like men not like 


nition or any realon. 


wilde Afles, 
and will not be Ted nor driven, 
Benot you ſuch, bur let the dircions and admonitions of your 

keepe you within comp: ule. | 


| hcr. 


parents and gove 


The wilde 


but wi 


rnours, like bounds 


Afle runncs vp and downe inthe vi 


| 


[i 


ilderneſſs, | 


be where her tancy carryes | 


He that will live wildly ſhall ſurely procure a worl:4 of milericsr9 


 himſeltfe ar laſt : 
r2me, or ciſe arthe end of his wilde race, he thall !! 


| were, upon thev engeance of Godand et 
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+ i et anoth Cc r fault, Eq 
The meaning 1 s, he was a quarreto: me tcilow, 


2i] de ati. 


hardihip ſhall rame him whom nothing «lc will 
ake himſelf as ir | 


[til] braw« 


ling and falling our, one that would Ec ily take and 29ive mater of 
rite and debate * ; apt tO ſpeake and a oe that which wou! Id o1VE Q1- | 
ſtaſteto orhey and apt to diſtaſte the things : thr others ſaid and. Gid | 
'to him, ſoas to make it the matter of a fray orgrudge, or both. 
15 the tault thatis deſcribed in theſc words; Now X ſore {inne 
makes a man troubleſome to himſclt- and all his neighbours, and ; 
| caulcth his life to belikethe lite of a Cocke of the game, thar 1s ail 


blo 


Our of lome brobli Ng Natter, 


It it be a 


oudy with the bloud of others and himlclte. I pray) you examine | 
your ſelves whether you be not ſuch troward contentious men, ſtil] 
in ſtite, in cont teſtation, in oppoſition with fome orother, that will 
take no thew of wrong, but will doe enough, that cannot long keepe 
leoall kind of quarrelling, It is 
A ligne of much tolly, much pride, or both, much more if it be a 
ind of martial] quarrelling that tends to ſtroakes and bloudſhed. 


This, 
it15 that | 


: 


Re- | 


= repent. of this evill humour, and tceke to God to give you. 
meeke and quiet {pirit, able robeare and forbeare, able to thew kind- | 
| nefle and to paſſe by unkindneſle, for {urcly it is a kind of diabolicall | 
lite to live to unquiccly, and it will cauſe Gods hand to be ſtretched | 


 outagainſt him, whole hand is againſtevery body. 
 »2a'ls faults, 

Now his benefits are, Firſt, deliverance from two great dangers, | 
| one betore hee vas borne, when his mother was raking acourſeto | 
undoe both her ſclfe and him, God was fo favourable to both, asto | * rc 
mcete her in the way and turne her backe from her wandering, that \ 
returning home againe, 7/þ»-acl might be borne in Abrahams houſe, 


and by him brought up in all good order till his 17. yecre or there- 
abours. 
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, thar He was gathered 


\d men, fronitying thar | 


he 
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Hathnot God 
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race Where. 
it 1s ſaid, [ have cara the CLY of th; lad. () 
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me the Saints doubt of things needtull * even tnole of 
2:cnot ſure that they were Saints, enjoyed to great abun- 
—_ om » man boaſt himfclfe of _ things? wich 
\ {bazact my haveas wellas an Jfaac. And wl 'y ſhould not we be 
fn ETSY FyQO 1O1C1V! (300 in UPIIL ; nic o w io -Ouchliat eth { {0 Iibe- 
y to rowara his {crvants, as to |bleſte their CHIGren {0 MUCH for 
ebeir ſakes, And ſo much forthe He of 1/pmacd. | 
> Now for his death, whichis ſer downe, Gen.25.17. Theſe are the_ 
; 5 6f the b:fe of Iſtivacl 157 yerres, and they bee gave uf 5 the ghoſt, 
1A it A. 1d was 7 att) red to bes / ebple. He!iived ten WS morerhen | 
ral, for ſhelived 125 and ie an 4 29 ris 1STO be noted of him, | 
rho vecres of his jile are red! ms which is nor done to any 


— 


| 
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G22 E N, - Keturab, IÞmael, Eliezer. Ct HAP.14,&C 


eee ets ty rn— 


| 


him. Þut honver,: we —_— Icarne by his acath to ki <P2 re to 
ours, that we way be gathered unto out peo ple. It welive as God: 
people, we thall die as Gods pcople, and be gathered among {t 1441 


(and (hall | DE ratle: U up : i110 WW. ouob Em ar thc refurreRio! } Of Tie Jult. Bu! if 
we live with the wicked, we thall die with the wicked, and bo oth 
[red rOget her with them to ſhame and torment atthe laſt. And lo mich 
' of Iſhmael Abratams ſonne by Harar. 

| Now of othersthat lived at the {fame time, EFliczer of Dammit 
the Steward of is huu'c, ito whole hands hee commirted alt thar 
| he had, ſo it 1s told us, Gen.i5.2, and :5.2, Hee was his cldctl 
(ACT: int, and ruicd over a!l thit he had, of his Pirth and Dca:h we 
Ireadenothi g in Scrip ure, bur of his Lite {ome Þ ſlages are related, 
P His Verues ang good deids, for of his bad aceds no mention 15 
| made, not that Fs Wis altcecher tice from finne, tor if A brah; 
and Sarah were 1n lomec tlio os found fa vt y, it cannot be thon.! 


{that this man; ya of theirs was fau'tlefle, woes + cauſe the Lord 
| did not write an entire ;'ory of his lite, but would ſet es hefire 
[the cy.s of ſervants 2s an ex2mple tor them Edge imitate. Nuw of 
{him thercfore wee muſt note his good carriage, his bencfits and 
; his croflcs. 
Firſt for his good deeds, when CAvra' umn called 1m = woinld 

' bave him put his hand under his thigh (a geſture uſed ro the 07 wy 
\P. riarkes by fact as bound themfelvestothem by an oa ah pci! 
| to ſonifte their ſubjefion to them, and faith in the promiſed 5 cd 
| hich wa$5:0 come out oftheir loynes) he would no! haſtily and hn 
| over-head take that oath which was ibid unto Dim, bur 
| With Clic Caution 2nd 2 pi that he might northiuft hin UiCHE into 


; the danger of foriwearing hin Iclte by r: hncHte, but might have a 


' Quict Contcicnce "i {ceirs Ciearely how farre his oath bour 1 only 


| 20d FO W111 aty th: r 10 Ne « an git kno ! h1im{clie al le ro PCriOrme his 


| oath and Might aCC01 y tulfl! it, 


Inhim then Fore a.” ro ” Waric in [Wearing and to {weare | 


L 
. 
' 
L 


In judgement, t Jat IS, aCviſedly ard with good confi cration,infor- 
ming our ſ{clves i "y of che hins {worn r00,thar it might nor be 
cither 1mpothble 1: all to the intargling of our ſoules in the 
| perill of fallir gin tharhainous offence of perjury. No man muſt 
| procecdeto 47 Oarti naſti'y y and ana but miſt ponder upon 

the thing [worne too,tha & he may have a full refolution to accompliſh 
the ſame, Looke to your ſelves har you thew the like zelivious re- 
| ſpect to the great name of God, An oath jsaſtrong bond in which 
a man Jaies his ſoule 25 it WCTC in pawne to God, ſo thar the breach 


' he went among the Covgregation oli the g good n men which went before 


_ - S— 


| of his oath is a forfe; cure of his pretious ſoule to the hands of Gods. 


judgement, fogreat abond muſt not be taken upon vs without grea! 
caurclouſheſſe. They therefore that have ſworneon a ſuddaine,nort de 
liberatingſeric wuſly of ir, muſt knov? that they have even offere: {rom 
\tempt to God, becauſc though perhaps the thing was juſt and poſl1- 
| P-4 _ ble, 
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& it was ſo t chance alone and as ir fell out, and if it had beene | | 
6&erwile, yctthey would havetaken it ſo that no thankes was due to | 
1045 Care of theirs if it were otherwiſe. Kepent there fore | 
i YOUl haſt elle and heedeleſneſie 1n {wearing, this 1s to ſhey | 

eh as doe not fearg an oath, and ſo doe not ducly re. 


Y OUL y {c] \g X ” 
Verence = nonour the great plajc ty of God, whole name 1n 


(v-earins you 1NVOcate ag oainſt your iclvcs. | 
Therefore alto thoſethat miniſter an 02th muſt not be diſpleaſed at ; 


ſuch cautclouſnefſe, but muſt readily tatisfic the doubts and (cruples 
of thoſe that ſweare, that with good conlicience and a quiet minde | 
they may rake it upon then, tor ſecing they be carctull before they | 
ſcare to underſtand what they {weare unto, it giveth good hope th: ar | 
after they have {worne they will be as carctull thar they keepe it, and | 
fo their oath ſhall be to ſome purpole, which ſhould very much con 

tent and fatisfie him thatgives rhem the oath. But heehat will ſpecdily | 
an Iv 1rhout conſidering t ake an oath, will ali/o be as ready tobreake | 
tt, alledging his former ignorance or miſtaking, as an excuſe of his | 

not fu! filling 1 ir. Hithcrto of his devotion to God in reſpect of his wa- * 
ry entring into an oath. 

wicd | Now comes to be handled his 9004 carriage rOWards Abraham in 
"Hewell \the buſinefle by oath committed untohim. Firſt, h* uſed due ſpeede 
Tz n F 'filling his oa th, for without more then neceflary deterring hee 
«inp aderciiced himſelte rothe pertormance of his oath having thoroughly | 
8d en. inderodr for knowing his Maiters will to be that he "thould fetch 
1c WoOma an and not bring 1/aac backe againe thither, and that if they | 
We rod not give him awife tor Iſaac withour his owne comming, then | 
hc ſhould be free from the oath, and withall being incourazed by | 
ney Abrahams words, that God would fend his Angell before him and | 
wis 3990t 390, proſper his journey, he made all good ſpeede to take his journey | 
about that weighty ſervice, and went unto «Aeſopotamra to diſpatch | 
it, taking to that end ren Camells with all other things necci[ary, | 
 ſecing all his Maſters eftate was at his command, | 
| Here learne, that when you haye: ſworne you muſt not delay the ' 
| performance of it, bur ſo foone as ſhall be convertent, and as you | 
| have POWer, ruſt ſe: tle ro doe the thing ſworne to. All you thar 
have {worne any Jawtull and poſſible thing, looke on Abrahams 
oodly ſerv ant and be mindfull of your oathes, conftder the great- 
nefie of God to whom you are tied, and put ot off the worke trom | 
cimeto time, ſecke notneedIefle delayes, make not fearctull or fluath- 
full excuſes, but freeyour faith 2nd pull your felves out of the danger | 
of Gods diſpleaſure by a conſcionable fulfilling of your oathes. The | 
2 Phariſees cou!d ſay, how ſhalt not forſweare thy ſelfe but fulfill thine | 
33 | | oathes to God, Let us ſhew our {elves at leaſt as wiſe and conſcionable | 


as 2a Phariſee could teach us to be, | 
But what it we perccive the oath to have beene of an unlawfull 


thing * | 
I anſwer, then we muſt repent of our naughtineſſe in taking ir, and | 
{o 


: 


any IC! 
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fo forhen: © to add a ſecond finne in doing thar which is unlav CAjl. 


' For it is impoſſible that an oath ſhould be of more torce to binde 2 
- manro athing,then Gods Commandement is toreftrainehtm trom ir. 


| Nothing can have more force to bind< confctence then Gods Com - 


mandement. 
Burwhatifit proove impoſſible 2 
I anſwer, if that impoſſibility might have beene forc{-ene, our 

raſhneſle in not forcelecing it muſt be rc PC nted « of, but if it conld nor 
' have beene foreſeene, we mult reſt our felves fart: ic 4 in this, that 
, OUT minde was —_—— have fulhlled ity L G:0£d had not calt in 
on way ſuch an impediment, bur no hazard, no coft, 10 labour 
' muſt ſtand betwixt ns and the acco: vl of our oathes, for D4 
\vid ſaith, that « ro0d 14471 ſweares to bis 1d rance, and vet fulfils, 
'Twere better for a manto be undon-: in tae word or to looſe this 
'naturall life, then to breake his oarh for feae of Ile or dearth, 50 


much ofthis mans conſcionablenefle 1n rogard of rnltns and ket ping 
an oath. wu 
Now ſce his vertuous errriage In the thing, 7. His oreat diligence 
inthe maine WOLKC. +. "05 diicretion, yo L145 Dicty 21d religiout- 
neſſe, | 
To begin with the fat, he ſerved his M3\or re!fgionfly. Virb. ! 


thanked God tor his good ſrecefle, 2, He prayed ro Goa for goo 
ſucceſle. His prayer 15, Gen.24.17,13,i4. Whercin he belouoht 504 
to cauſe him to meete with a fit wife for 7{azc, Ve muſt all learne 
' ſpecially ſervants, for of ſuch a one we ſpeake now,to commend our 


Maſters buſineſſes to Goo, praying him to proſperus. A good and 


o0dly lervant whenhe imploye: h himfelfe in his Maſters w: orke, mui 


thew himſelfe to be Gods fervant and to have tairh in his Providence, ! 


truſting in his goodnefſe and bleſſing more then inhis owneabilicy, In- | 
deed juch a particular begging ot ſuch and ſuch! occurrents to ſhew 
us. Gods minde was peculiar tohim, and is not required of us, for herfid 
ic by the peculiar inſpiration of Gods Spirit, bur in generall to beg | 
Gods affift:cce that belongs to all good Servants. Youthat would 
be counted godly fer: vants, have you thus {anRified your indeavours. 
by prayer? have you thus called on his name to guide and ſpeed! 
you ? if you have, you have done wel!, take comfort in it, it S; 
ateſtimony thar you ſerve for conſcience ſake,nort as men-pleafers,and! 
thar you ſerve the Lord in ſerv1 ing your Maſters, 1t vou have not, be! 
humbled and lament jr, as a marrer of proph, ancflc and a caulc of 
many croſſes and a meanes to make you proud of your ſelves, if good! 
{ucceſſe atrend you. And now read hereafter in the ſteps of this god- 
ly Servant, Pray,pray to him for his aſſiſtance and bleſſing upon your | 
ſelves, and the workes you take in hand for your Maſters, thatſour 
| may appeare you doe all in faith and obedience to God. 

Againe,thns man finding that God did anſwer his requeſts, blefſerh 
' God, verſe 26,27, Where is his reverent behaviour ourward]y, hee_— 


bowed, and rhen the matter of his thankes, . he ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord, 
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3}. He praiſed | 
God for us | 
2001 tuccelie | 
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5 He had a 


Care of his 


Canicis, 
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- 'teous and laborious woman, one that came out to draw water, and 


6 \Vas diligent 
and made haſt 
; about his bu- 

 fanctle; 


| Col. 3128, 
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The Example of Cuara4,&c, 
you muſt learne withall humble behaviour of body and conſequent. 
ly of mind and with all ſincerity and heartinefle to praiſe Goa tor 
| your good ſuccefſe, and ſoir will appeare rhat you aſcribe all ro Gud 
and not to your ſelves. If you have beene thus thankfull, it is an ex- | 
| cellentthing in which you mult rake comtort ; nothing is atruer proofe ! 
of true goodnefle, then a conſtant care to blefle and praiſe God for 
| his perperuall goodnefle in profpering us, if not, lament the want of it 
254 manif*ſt proofe of pride and want of faith. 

And now lct us all learnc to be par:icularly thankfull ro God for 
particular benefits, yea cven {uch outward benefits, much more for in- 
| ward. This is the way to continue, to ſanctitic, and increaſe benefits, | 
| God loveth thenkfullneſſe as men allo doe. It we improove his be- 
'nefirs to ſogood apurpoſe, we ſhall not wantthem 1n cue time, oncly 
{ce that yourthankes be nor alone verball. | | 
| You have ſccne his piety, now his diſcretion ſhewes it ſelfe firlt | 
inſctting downe what a woman he would have for Iſaac, viz. cour- 


[0 
id 


| 
4 
' 


| 


'onethat would reſpe@ a lſtranger, and give him to drinke and his Ca- 
'melsalſo; truly a woman courteous of difpofition,and of body ſtrong, 
and healthy, andpaincfull,is a fir woman to make a wite, 
'  Againe,he procceds diſcreetly in his carriage to winne her and her 
Parents, he gives her gifts and rhe alſo, and truly relates the proſpe- 
'rous cſtate of his Maſter, all which tend to perſwadethem toyceld her, | 
and her ſelfe ro give her ſelfeto Iſaac for a wife. So muſt every ſer- | 
vant uſe diſcretion and prudence in his Maſters affaires, taking thebeſt 
'courſe he canto make them ſort well inthe end, 

Another part of his good bchaviour, is care of his Camels, to | 
which he lookes togive water and provender in due time. So ſhould | 
a good ſcrvant,and every good man in his travells, have adue care of | 
| his beaſts, and looke that they havethings fit for them. Yea firſt ſhould | 
hee looke to them unleſſe necefliry compe!ll otherwiſe, and then | 
to himſclte, not liketo them that tie their hories to the rack-ſtaves,and | 
fill themſclves with drink or viduals. 
 Thenhis laſt good deedis, he makes haſt about his bufineſſe, to 
tell it andſctir a foot,for he would not eaterill he had done his errand, 
andthen he effects his buſineſle fully, for he roſe up betimesinthe mor- 
\ning and would not ſtay one day, but with all ſpeed returnes to let his 
' Maſter ſee his good ſuccefſe, O that you ſervants would all be ſuch | 
| ſervants, faithfull, diligent in your Maſters affaires, religious, devour, 
/prayerfull, thankfull on all occaſions, and caretull of the beaſts and | 
other goods commitred to your charge,and returne home when your 
bufineſle is diſpatched. 

Now faults in him the Lord ſhewes none as I ſaid before for the | 
' cauſe then mentioned. | 
| Benefits he had foure very great, 1. That God gave him a godly 
| Maſter. 2. That God gave him favour in his cyes, ſo that he truſted 


him with all he had. 3. That God made him a true Chriltian,for __ 
an 
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and free are all oneto God. And laftly, that he proſpered him and 
brought him ſafe and with good ſuccefie to his Maiters houſe. Youthar 
be ſervants pray for theſe bleſſirgs. Beſcech God to make you his tree 
men, and it God gtant you favourand 'good ſucceile inyour journeys, 
learneto be very thanktull {ur ir. | 


| 
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2, Fic had tis 
f 1vour. 


4\God Us Apts 
red hum, 


And for his crof{c ir was this, he was aſervant, to be a bond-man is His «of, 


a leſſe defireablecondition as Part intreateth, laying, rf rhou maij# be 
free wſert rather, butir is an cafie crofle if a mani can meete with fo 


; godly a Maſter and be accepted with him, hence S. Paul ſaith,care net | 
| for it, you that muſt live by ſervice, rumble notatthis croſſe. For your | 
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ſcrvice isnot abondage tor life; but alone es apprentices for a certaine 
time,or as hired ſervants from yecreto yoere, murmure not atthe 
mcancnefle of your <ftare, bur frame as this man to be faith- 
full andgodly, and you may live as happily here, 
and getas muchplory in Heaven here: 
atrcr ag your Maſters, 
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_ LOT, his VVite and 


Ia ughters, 


ROOKIE) For the Example of  cAbraham and his Fami- 
YL x, ly, wee come to thoſ C that lived in the ſame 
SF Agewith him, particular perſons and whole 
9 Cities and peoples. Among particular per- 
- & {ow Iwill begin with Lot, "and then {pcake 
) a word of his wite and d aughrrs 
For bimſelte, when and of what Mother he 
was borne, it 1s not recorced, but wee have 
notice of his Father, who was Harar the bro- 
ther of L£&raham, who dicd bctore his Father inthe Countrey of Me- 
ſopotamia 
The death of Lot ls 21H ) concealed in Scripture,ſo that we cannot ac- 
quaint you when he ended his daies,nor where. 
| Burindis life 4 obſerve what good is found in him and what 
\evill, and fecoudly, what things he mct wirhall in his lite binck g00d 
|and bad, 
Firſt for his goodneſle in generall, he hath the teſtimony of the 
wy Ghoſt by the penof S. Peter, chat he was ariehreous man. Iris 
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ſaid there, as God delivered \uſt Lot, as alſo, that righteous man dwel-_ 
| ling amonzſt them wexed his righteous ſoule, This is proofec enough of 
| hisgoodnefſſe, and itwas necellary for the clecring of his name, thir 
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mc, by which we are manifeſted to our {clves and to others to be 
juſt, and jr ſtanceti ina crue defire and indeavour to know and leave 
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; the New Teſtament ſhould tetihe of his rig >h; 1tcouſneſle, 'becauſe the 


narration of his life in the old leaves hi in ſuch a caſe as would 
make the Reader atraid, leaſt hee had quite falne away from all / 
goodnellc, but Peters teſtimony is proote enough, thatthe commit- | 


| ting of that grear linne did not take him of from the number of the | 


1g hteous, 
eo finne is fo great but repentance wipeth it ſocleane away,that | 


the oltcndcr.is tightcous and muſt be ſo c{tcemed, _———— 
the ericvoulnciic of his crime. Now Icreach of us labour to get true 
ghtcou! nefle, thac though this title be not beſtowed upon him _ | 
undeceivable px noftome Auwhor ct holy Wrir, yer hee may heare 
© pron znced by our bleflced Saviour at the laſt Gay, when danding | 
ther bt hand he may be bicfled with the bicfſing of the righte- | 
d1-rme be bold roturne my fpecch unto youthar have bcene 
an Fd arc the gricvouſeſt ſinners ; If you lament your urrighteouſneſſe, | 
ret on Chiiits rightcouſncle, ond hereafter ftudic vohre. \uſncſſe 
12 your lives, you ſhall enjoy the happincfle of righteous men at 
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There 1s a ſceming rightcoutne fle, ameerc Pharifaicall pain, when | 
a man Cairies himfclfe blamelc fly to men. ward,at leaſt in reſpec of | 


the eroffer as of evill, This will ſaveno man at the laſt, nor com- |} 


fort himintime of temptation ; there is atrue and real! righrconſneſſe, 
which will undoubtedly {ave them which can be ſo happte as to get 
ir, and of this truc rightcovſneſſc there are two forts, one of the | 
Law, it ſtandeth in a perfe@ conformity of heart and life unto the 
exact ruleof Gods Law, nd if there had beene a Law oiven which 
_ have given life, doubrleſſe righteouſucſſe ſhould have beene by the 
Law, but now the Scripture hath concluded all under finne, that the 
promiſe by the faith of Ieſus Chriſt may be erven to thers that veleeve 


0 now wemuſt havea rightcouſneſſe by promiſe,that is, by the Goſ- 
| Þc iJ,for that of the Law 1s too high for us. | 


And the rigitcouineſle of the Goſpell is twofold, one without us, 
| Per! ormed by our blefſed Saviour for us, as a ſurery pres the debt | 
forthe debters utc and benebr, by which we ſtand juſt before God, 
and lave our finncs pardoned at: d arc accepted to ſalvation. When 
map have ſo ſcene our own miſery as to goc quite out of our ſelves and ! 
roft alone upon Chriſt tor ail good things according tothe promule. | 

Theotheris veithir N Us, it 15 a gitt beſtowed upon and wrought inus 
11waics and inſeparably joyned with the for- 
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every finne forbidden by God, and to know and doe all good 
workcs required, fo thar we ſtill continue ro humble our ſelves for | 
ou oalings: aad to ſecke unto God for pardon and helpe in and by 
hriſt and his Spirit. Thisrighteouſneſle of faith which denomt- 
tarcs hirn in whom it is righteous, you multall ger, elſe you ſhall nc- 

'VCr 2 ttaine crernall life. It is a thing appointed of God in ſuch| 


pcr- 
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have 1t, 


thy ſclte altogether unable of thy ſelfe to fatisfic for or deſerve par- 
don of any of theſe finnes, or to conquer and overcome them in thy 
{ſelte2 Yes. Doſt thou acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt ro be a {ufficicnt 
; and perfect Saviour, ready and able to pardon thee and heale thee, 
and doſt thou even labour and defire to reſt upon his merits and 11s 
Spirit for pardon of finne and true holincfle : And doſt rhou hereup- 
on pur on a reſolution, and proceede in an indeavour to caſt away all 
 finne and to worke all righteouſneſſe, till confeiſing and lamenting 
'thy faults and failings, and renewing thy requeſts for pardon and 


| 


| grace and thy purpoles of amendment? Yes. 1 fay thento that ſoule 


[perfefion of goodnefle and witdome, thatit cannot be found in any 
Hypocrite ſceme he never {o good, and will furcly be found in any 
upright hearted man behe never ſo weake; never leave ſtriving till. 
you have gotten it, and gotten certaine knowledge that you 
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GE x. Lot,his Wye and Dangbters. Cnar.g,&c, 


| Doſt thou in thy heart {ce and acknowledge thy ſelfe ro be a 
[curſed finner , by reaſon of thy corrupt nature that is derived tothee 
| trom Adams loynes and thy wicked life, whereby thou thy {elfe 
| haſt aftvally tranſgreſled the Law of God? Yes.Doſt thou conteſlc. 


—_ TEE” OO 


| amongſt you thar cantruly make this anſwer to theſe queſtions, thar | 
' he is arighteous man according tothe language of the Goſpell, nor. 


0 


found fince our firſt Parents falling from the ſtare of innocency, 


| righteous with Legall rightcouſneſſe (for inthat ſence never was any | 


one alone, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt excepted, nor ever ſhall be to. 
the laſt day, but righteous with the” righteoutneſle of the Goſpel, 


perfectly juſtified in the ſight of God and ſincerely ſanQified in him- | 


ruptions divers times ſtirring in you, and producing evill and wicked 


ſelfe, yea though any ſuch amongſt you have many and ſtrong cor- | 


| acts, yet if he perfiſt in lamenting them and renewing his repen- 
| rance, as often as he findeth kimſelfe an offender, yet is he a juſt man, | 


{ yeait any have runne into moſt»foule and grofle finnes more then 
| once, yetit he have now cat away thoſe {innes, and be returned 


' 
| 


| againe to his purpole and indeavour of godly living, he is arigh- | 


| reous man and ſhall be ſaved as was Lot. So much for Lots good- | 
| 


 neſle in generall. 
| Now I will ſpeake of thoſe particular good deeds which hee 1s 
: commended for in Scripture, Firſt, he left his owne Countrey and 


' Fathers hovſe with his Grand-father Terah and his Unkle © A#ra- 
' ham, this was agood deed and commendable. Indeed if hee were | 
\ then a meere young man, not yet living asthe Maſter of a tamily of | 


himſcite, but under the roote of his Father, then che commendari- 


on isnot great, for he might be then driven to it by the authority of | 


his Grand-father, rather then be lead by any faith in himſelfe. Bur 
I ſuppoſe, he was then of age to make his owne choice of habitati- 


[ gt Particua: 


VCrrucs. 


| 
| 


on, and might if it ſeemed good unto him, haye ſtayed in Aram | 


Naharaim as well as his Unkle Nahor did the Father of Rebekah, 


for in the yeere of the World 2079, cAbrabam left his Countrey, 
Q 2 _ and 


(1 . 
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Youmukt all learne to be ready to foriake falie gods and cleaveto 
the true, if ever you deſire to inherit ſalvation. Now the falſe gods 
thatwearc indanger to ſerve, arc the World, and the things of the 
; World, and our fclves, Pleaſure, profit, creait, caſe, and the like, 
theſcbe your Idols, thelc be the things that men in our times and 
Countries doc crc& as it were fiumbling blocks unto themlelves, 
the belly, the backe, the purſe, the profirs and contents of this world, 
|theſc we ſceke for more then for Gods favour, theſe wee long for 
| more then grace, to getor keepe theſe we leave the waics of God, 
we give our affections and thoughts more to theie then unto God, 
'and will not obcy his bletſed Commandements farther then theſe 
wicked Idols will give us leave. Now you can no more ſerve God 
and cArammoen and the belly, then you can ſerve God and Dazezor 
'CAſhtaroth, or God by Tupiter and Ine, The Lord hath imployed 
' mee now thirty yeares or thereabouts, to call you from following 
'theſe unhappy Idols, at length rid your hands of them and doe 
the ſame thing in cffe&, that Lot did when hee left his Countrey 
andcame intotheland of promiſe with Abraham, 
| But another good deed of Lets we reade of, and that is, he vexed 
'hisrighrecus ſoule from day to day with the uncleane converſation 
' of the Sodomutes, and it is {aid, he was labouring againſt, for ſo much 
the word in proper ſignification of it doth expreſſe. He was burdened 
with it, and even laboured under it as under a burden, hee was alſo 
upon the rack withit. He gricved ſo for it, that hee would faine 
have amended it,andnor finding that poſtble it was atorture unto him 
to ſee itgrowing more and more. This is a good thing to grieve at 
the common faults and finnes, 7 beheld the trauſereſſour and was arie- 
ved, Pſal.c19.158. and in another place, Rivers of teares euſh out of 
' [maine eyes, becauſe men keepe not thy Law, It wee hatefinne, if wee } 
love the glory of God, or the ſoules of men, we muſt needs be 
grieved to fee that done which our ſelves hate, and which terdeth | 
'to Gods diſhonour and the damnation of men. If we grieve for fin 
- We ſhall be preſerved from the contagion of it, and keepe our ſelves | 
* unſpotted in the common pollution : but if wee have not ſo much } 
| graceas to bewaile it, we ſhall quickly ſhew our ſelves ſo weake as 
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co fall to the imitating it ar leaſt in ſome degrees. Yea the Prophet 

|! Ezekiel noteth, thatthe mourners were marked out for deliverance, 
as Noah was in the deſtruction of Sodome and Gomorrha. | 
| Nowcome let mee enquire of you my Brethren. Doe you take 

the finnes of others heavily © doe they pierce your hearts with ſor- | 
'row * Are they burdens to you : Ah, how many doe rather rejoyce, 
/in ſeeing other mens evills in ſecret, and joyne with them inthe ſame 


exccſleof riot, are glad to ſee and heare Jewdnefle trom others, and | «,,;, 
[to joyne with them it. Whar are theſe * how farre from deſerving kenn«fle. 


|to be called righteous 2 Bur even of thoſe that be righteous (as wee 
| hope there arc ſome) ſo farre inferiour are rhey to Lot in goodneſle, 
'though having farre better mcanes then any Sodome atfoorded, they 
' ought alſo to be better perſons,that few teares ſerve them, andlirtle 
ſorrow is found in them for the common finnes. The common 
| oarhes, curſing, Sabbath-breaking which are every where rife, doe 
| not gricvethem at all. One. little trifling lofle or croſſe hath made 
'them more take on with forrow, then all the diſorders of the Land. 
| It is but weake goodnefle that is not ſenſible of the contrary both in 
' it{clfe and others too, and it is but little ſenfible of it that is bur little | 
 orieved forit. | 
' Tt youſay,our land is not like Sodom that wee ſhould live init ſo 
| as Lox did there. 
| T anſwer, God bethanked in ſome things it is not, and in publike 
the faults breake not out thatthere were done openly, but many of the | 
| ſonnes of Sodome are bare-fac'd amongſt us, and wee looke upon - 
| them without remorſe, You muſt be ſorry that you have nor beene 
' more ſorry for the publike iniquity. Surcly if aſcourgecome tt ſhall 
' take you away with the reſt, becauſe you havenot ſhewed your zeale 
| of Gods glory and dertcſtation of finne in the reb<llions of the 
| reſt, 
| Andnow ſetyouto it, ſet youto it, itis ſaid, that Zox did put his | 
 foule nponthe racke, he was an actor in this ſorrow, he put himlelte | 
| upon it. 1 ſay he was even willing to exerciſe himſelfe ingrieving 
| fortheir naughtineſlc, and he ſtrove ro make his ſorrow piercing. O | 
you muſt labour to doe this as wellas any other good worke, tochafe | 
 andgrudge and be furious againſt ſuch a finner and ſuch afſinner, to 
| jeſt, ſcoffe, and gird, or raile, and bitterly inveigh againſt ſuch and 
ſuch ſinnes, be ſuch (triines and flaſhes of wit and anger, as may be | 
 foundin men of no true holincfſe, bur to ger alone andeven ſell oyer | 
' himſclfe to ſfighing, mourning, and lamentation for the common {1nnes 
 thatare cyery where runne into, this can hardly be aſcribed to any 
[thing but true picty, if the finnes be ſuch as doe nor in any particular 
[reſpect rouch a mans ſelfe in way of wrong and injury. Indeed to 
| grieve for ſuch finnes of others, may ſceme in ſome reſpeR as a more 
{ difficule thing, ſoa more ſure ſigne of truth then to grieve for ones 
owne finnes, you ſhall ſee men driven to teares for their owne of- 
fences in reſpeR of ſhame or loſle, and ſometimes terrour of heart, | 
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- but pricving for thc comme finnes can hardly proceed from any 


thing but charity to them as they be men, and hatred againſt finne | 
 aSit 1s ſinne. If a mcere friend of our owne have offended, wee | 
arc {o tender of his reproach, becaule it is ſomewhat linked with | 
our owne, that many men can blubber for it exceedingly. O let! 
vs love the Common-wealth ſo well and the ſtate of mankinde, as 
to yeeld ſome of our forrow to quicken us in prayer againſt their! 
{innes. | 
Andnow athird good deed of Lots is, hee was hoſpitall in that 

unhoſpitall Citice, you know hee entertained the Angels. Herein 

he. did follow the {teps of his Unkle Avraham, it 15 agood thing | 
when aman carries the vertues which hee hath ſcene among it his 
friends as it were home with him, or about him whetherſocver hee. 
20es, and becomes a practitioner of them in all places. Of Lors | 
| hoſpitality you may reade,Ger.19.2,3. he intreated the Angels whom | 
he tooke for men to lodge in his houſe, and gave them rhe beit en- | 
tertainement he could, yea and hazarded himſclte to deſcend them | 
from the in{olent attempt of the brutiſh Sodomrres. This 1s a worke 

'worthie to be imitated to be given to holpitality, forget not to entey- 

\ tune flrangers, uſe hoſpitality one to another without grudging. Gajus 

| hath this commendation, that he was the Hoſt of tle Church, Rom, | 
16.23. and a Miniſter is expreflely commanded to lze hoſpitall. This | 
iS a rich mans duty,I meane his that harh ſome indifferent proportion of 

wealth, he that hath bur one bed or roome muſt lie abroad him- 
ſelfe, or ſitup all night if he lodge ſtrangers. Bur of thoſe that have 

to ſpare, the Lord requircth a free communicating of what they | 
have to others, May not wee be ſtrangers? may not our children 
and neere friends be ſtrangers 2 will not our hearts tell us 4 thar 
it would bee a very il part in them thar ſhould in ſuch caſe neg- 
{ JECt Us, 
| But I am tocommend unto you a kinde of hoſpitality ſomewhat | 
' of another nature, a ſtranger of any faſhion by meanes of Innes, | 
-which ir ſe&mes that age did not know, is able to be hoſpitall co | 
 himſclte with his moncy, even to buy all things needfull : but alas 
| you have poore neighbours and kinſmen in the ſame Towne, or 
neere hand inhabiting, O invite them to your houſes, make them | 
cheerefull with agood mcale now and then, that have little provi- | 
ded at home. This Hoſpitality hath beene formerly much prafti- | 
ſed at this ſeaſon of the yeare, and certainely it is-a fir ſeaſon to | 
practiſe it. It wee would ſhew our ſclves glad for our Lords com- 
ming intothe world, let us refreſh his poore members that they 
may rejoyce with us. Some men be nor rich enough to invite 
many of their wealthie neighbours, but many be of ſo much ability 
that they may well invite thoſe of lower ranke, ro whom their | 
owne ordinary proviftion will be better then a banquer to ſome 

| _— perſons, Let Lots example commend>unto youthis hoſpi- 

ality. 
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| Another good deed we have of Lot, He went our, and carneſtly, | $/5 i , 


yet lovingly and gently intreated the Sodowntes to defilt from their | co deutt trom | 
villany, cy Brethren I ptay dee not ſo wickedly, and againe, to theſe | RU CIS. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


from murder z what f{iane wee hinder no: to our beſt power, | 
that wecauſeto be written in our owne {core, and inivrap our ſelves | 
within the guiltof ir. Who would not intreate his neighbour hard | 
'notto drinke acup of poylon? It therctore any man have done the | 
contrary, inſtigated others to finne, and egged them forward [ 
ratherthen held them back, ſurely his oftence is great, he hath beene | 
not alone ahelper bur a father of the fault, and unlefle hee repent 
muſt anſwer for it as much as the/principall. Burt though you | 
have not forgotten your duty inſo high a degree as to moove others | 
to cvill, yct if you have ſo much neglected your duty as to forbeare ; 
to diflwade and hinder them, cither out of carcle[nefle or feare, you | 
are to be humbled for ir,as an effe& of want of love and zeale. And 
now I pray you doethis good office often, it you lee a man going | 
about an cvill thing, take up Lots words and {ay, I pray you Bre- | 
;thren doe nor ſo wickedly, intreate him to forbeare the doing of the, 
like for the furure. - A loving intreary will ſometimes proove of 
' great efficacy. Had they beene any bur Sogoruites, Lot ſhould not haye 
. beeneſo churlithly rejected. 

It you tay,I ihall but looſe my labour, | 

I anſwer, Firſt, whatit you doc? you have loſt m1ny worle labours. | 
Secondly,l ſay who can tell 2 why will you thinke ſo hardly af your | 
Brother © | 
 Whyl havetricd already ? | - 
| Ianſwer, God may give better ſucceſſe now. Againe I anſwer, | 
though he hearken nor, you ſhall not looſe your labour, tor you! 
 thall ſhew love and obey Gods commandement and recelve a re- | 
__ from him. Ds: 
| Yet anothergood deed of Lots was that he ſought to deliver his | «.Heoughre» 
ſonnes in Law, and perſwaded them to get them out of Sodomeroo, | #4 15 ons 
| We ſhould labour not alone to get out of Sodeme our ſelves, but to! 
helpe others out alſo, whether it be out of the ſinnes or out of the 
puniſhment of Sedewe, We ſhould deteſt that ſelviſh humour which 
prevaileth with many, if themſclves eſcape danger, they care nor 
what becomes of others. O ſelfe-love is a fruit of brutiſhneſſe, cha- * 
rity of aright underſtanding, Live not like beaſts, it they ſee perill | 
approaching, they runne away for their owne ſate-guard and never | 
conſider ofthereſt : let us ſtrivero draw as many as we can outot _ 
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| godly in Scripture have ſmarted*before ns, becauſe men did not re- 


: He continu, Now againe, worldlinefle continued to grow ironger in Lot, for | 


cd to dwvell Ti 


Sodome amon-2 


> Ging great ſinners. Ir was well done that he grieved for their ſinnes, 


great hnners, 
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The laſt good thing 1 will note, though it ſhould have becne 
brought in before as being done before, was this, for a good while 
together hee kept cloſe ro his Unkle, went with him into Egypr, 
| came with him our of Egypt and dwelt neere him, I meane1n Canaay. 
 Itis agood thing to lovethe company of good men, and delight to 
dwell with or neere them, and happier had it beene for Lo? if hee 
| had nor ſuffered himſclfe to be divided from his Unkle, Let men | 
| learne to count it a great happineſle ro dwell necre to good neigh-. 
| bours, and let them rake heede thar a little rhing doe not ſeparate 
| them from ſuch. And fo much for Lots goodnefle, 

Now his badneſſe. And I will begin there where he began, firſt 
co ſhew it. He choſe rather ro dwell in a rich fertile place amongſt | 
vile finfull men rhen with ſome carthly inconveniencies with | 
4 godly and faithfull man , ſo ſhewing too great a love to | 
riches, and roo ſmall a love to goodnefſe, I beſcech you if any of 
| vou beſo minded that you will rake notice of it as afault. To be 
' ſo much ingaged tocarthly things, that for rhe more eafie obtaining | 

of a large quantity thereof, a man can be content to pitch his Tents | 
/in Sodere and to dwell there, is roo great aproofe of a worldly min- 
| ded man, It was the beginning of Lets ruine. In choice of your | 
' habitation looke chiefcly tothe good of the ſoule. If you doe nor, | 
be aſſured that ſome way or other God will crofle you as he did Lot. | 


' We ſhall leffe beare out rhoſe faults with impunity for which the | 


| ceive warning by the dealing of God with them. The brother is 


| whipt more ſeverely that ſecing another brother corrected before 
| him was bold yer to ruſh into the ſame fault. Doe not commit the | 
' fault that coſt Lot ſodeare aprice. Leave not a good place forthe | 
 {oule ro get a great benefit forthe body ; let not the world ſway you, 
. neither wholy nor chictely in chooſing the place of your habiration. 
Lot ſhould have faid, Unkle, fo much content and: good doe I re- 
' ceive from your good ſclte unto my ſoule, that I will make an hard 
ſhift afore I will leave you, yea I will rather abridge my cartellthen 
| looſe your company, or at leaſt, I will be content to take a place 
| neere you though it be not ſo fat and fruitful as ſome other places: 
Doc you, as your owne underſtanding. (now that you ſee the whole 
carriage of things) will teach you, that Zoe ought to have done. 


' And ſo much for this fault. 


[ 


| hee continued to dwell in Sodeme, even though they were excec- 


it would have beene better done if he had forſaken the Ciry. Hee 
might have departed of his owne accord with farre lefſe lofſe, then 
God forc'e himour at length, Sure it is a fault, ifa man can poſſibly | 
remove, to make his con'tant aboad in an extreame wicked place, 
where heinous and foule finnes are uſually and impudently commit- 


red, for if amans ſelteecſcape the infeRion, yet it is too too POR | 


that 
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that his children ſhall be defiled, and catch the finnes of the places 
asthe davghters of Lot and molt of his ſervants did, for had they 
beene righteous they ſhould have c{caped with him. And moſt 
times 1t any man that hath any the leaft goodnefle, doe ſuffer him- 
(clfe to be ſo neighboured, it is a fruit of ſome carnall pafſion or 
other, in favour of which he hardens himſelte to endure ſuch ami- 
ſcrable thing, as the continuall hearing and beholding of great 
 wickedneſſe. Let us take heed no ſuch thing in inveigle us to pitch | 
our Tents inany Sodome, | 
But againe, Lot Ithink, oftcaded in going about to match his daugh- I} 
ters with any of the wicked generation of the Sodomites, What could | | 
he finde none otherin all the world to give his children for wives but 
'to two wicked menin that wicked City 2 Would he be content to [if 
have his children, his childrens childrens children, and all his po. | ly 
ſteriry ro live inthat little hell, and to be indangered unto the like (| 
abhominations Surely the love of the world prevailed here with fl! 
him more then itought ro have. Ir is a fault roo common withus, | "v4 
many a Father is regardlctic how bad the place and family be into 1. 
which he matcheth his daughter, ſothe ſtate be good. Bethe Towne | | 
as bad as Sodome, and the perſon as prophane as theſe men, yeta| | 
good living wil! make them to plane their children in ſuck a garden, | * 
as it were, or wildernefle rather. I cannot conceive but thar this is a | [ 
|proofe of mans too high eſte<ming of outward things, and Ibeſeech | Lo jj 
you Fathers learne of Zor, provide better tor the placing of your : Nis 


children. 3. He offered } ij! 
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| Another fault of Zots is, that he did offer his two daughters to | hisrwodauzh- 


tersto the Fg- 


the Sodomites, ſaying, Doe to them what ſeemeth good in your eyes. =_ | 
OMTIICS. ws T 

Ws 
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Our of a dclire to ſave his gueſts from villany he proſtitutes thoſe 
that ſhould have beene dearcr ro him then any gueſts: and ſo would \ 
redeeme the ſtrangers from wrong with the hazard of his childrens ih 
chaſtiry, He is to be fomewhar excuſed by the preſent occaſion, in | 
that hurric and diſtemper he had not leaſure to confider well of the! - 
thing he did, but through haſt was puſhed forward to doe fo great| 
'an hurt unto the two maides. Hce doth evill here that good may 
'come of it, a thing that S. Pau! would never allow, tor he faith con- | 
cerning it, God forbid. The doing of cvill isfimply finfull, the ſuffe- |3m6.2- 
ring of evill not ſo, wher<fore a man ſhould reſolve rather to be a 
patient in the greateſt evill then an agent in the farre leſſer, In doing ; | 
any evill a man doth diſobey God and tranſgreſſerh his Law, in ſuffe. — ['* 
ring the doth alone receive miſery to himſelte : now the greateſt mi- | Wh 
fery is not ſo great an evill asthe leaſt finne. It behooverh us to take, 
heed that our carnall reaſon doe never ſo over-fway us, no not on the 
ſuddaine, that wee ſhould conſent to a any cvill for the procuring 
of any good. And if wee have done otherwiſe, wee are to im- 
pute it to our ſelves as a great weakeneſle, and ſo to confefle it and |, Helingred IF 
humble our ſelves forit before God. |= — h 
rhe gC 


Againe, Lot lingred in Sodom till the Angels tooke him by the | {)%.- in | 
| hand! che hand. _ [ 
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hand and ina kind of gratious violence fet him in ſafety againſt his 
will. Willing hee was to eſcape the deſtruftion which was now 
fallinz.upon Sodome, but loath he was to ſave his lite at fo deare a rate 
as the looſing of all his ſubſtance. Ir is afinne to cleave fo faſt in 
aff-tion to goods, as notto be willing with the lofle of all to faye. 
our lives. He loves riches too well that will caft his Iife upon great 
danger for the ſaving of them, and nor gladly leave them al! rofree 
his life from perdition. Saran could gay ,Skinre for skrmne and all th; 
4 man hath will hee give for the redemption of his tife, It wee have 
at any time found our heart ſo glewed to wealth, that we have beene | 
lingring about it, to the manifeſt indangering of our lives, much. 
more our {oules, we ſhould even heartily condemne our {ctves fortog | 
great lovers of riches. | 
Another fſinne in Zot, was, that he was too timerou- and durſt 


not commit himſelfe tothe Mountaines (whither yet he was faine 


at lengthro flic) for fearc leaſt fome or other miſchiefe might be- | 
fall him there, and therefore was he ſo over-importunare tor th- | 
ſparing of that City, becauſe it was little, might hs nor as well 
have truſted the Angels direQion as his owne conceits, and ; 
ſought and expected ſatety in the Mountaines, when they com-| 
manded him to <cfcape thither. Dovubtleſle, ir is a ſalt nor to truſt | 
God with our welfare, but to caſt in our heads, wha? cvill may be- | 
fall us there where he doth ſend us for ſafety. Let us not yceld to: 
our owne fancics, nor frame peril] to make us diſcontent with that 


eſtate to which God doth call us, for we ſhall finde at length, that 


our owne hopes will-decetve us, and we ſhall be never the farther 


of from danger, becauſe we followed our owne heads. Let mee 20: 
to Zoar (faith he) and my ſoule ſhall ive, bur after, he tound that 
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his ſoule could not live with comfort there, Live where God would 
have us live, and looke for hisprotection there where ir ſhall pleaſe 
him to appoint usto live. 

Now I*come to his two laſt offences, he ſuffered himfelfe to be 
made drunken by his daughters rwo ſeverall times, one ſhortly attcr 
another, You ſee how agood man may be overtaken with grievous 


finnes, and drawne by thoſe whom he loveth and truſtcth to gric-| 


; vous abhominations, O let us feare our {clvesand pittie others, and | 
take heed wee ſuffer not our necreſt friends to be a ſtare unto vs. 
Eipecially beware of drunkennefle, it is not alone a great offence It, 
{e]te, bur laics us open to all other crimes. Make a man drunken, 
and he will cafily be drawne to defloyre his owne daughter. Keepe | 
your ſ{clves from exceſfive drinking of wine or ſtrong drink. It is 
raging, it is mocking, it will change you into very beaſts, and make 
you runne into ſuch crimes, 2s your fſoules at other times would 


cven loathto thinke of, Labour to be temperate, or elſe you can 
hardly be chaſte and modeſt. Deprive not your ſelves of reaſon by 
pleaſing your palate, expoſe not your ſclves to the danger of the | 


FTouleſt of all finnes, by fo baſe a pleaſure as ſatisfying the taſt with | 
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the reliſh of this liquor. And all you Governours and Magiſtrates, 
ſet your ſclves with all diligent ſeverity ro prevent and beate 
| downe drunkenneſlc ; if this offence abound, all other evills will | 


abound with ir, | 
| Now wee come to Lots benefits, Firſt, God drew him out of 
' bis finnes and gave him repentance, elle S. Peters words had not 
| beene true, that called him a juſt man. 
'of God is this 2 not to call us trom the ſtate of corruption art firſt, | 
' but when wee have almoſt departed backe againe to folly, to re- 
call us from our gricyous finnes, and heale our wounded foules, 
' by cauſing us to repent unfainedly. Prefume not on this mercy, 
 buz it you have found it, praiſe God moſt earneſtly for it, and 
ler not the greatnefſe of finne diſcourage you from returning unto | 
' God againe, for ſuch is his grace, that he will readily receive you 
alter ſuch wandrings. | 
| Againe, you ſce that God gave him riches great ſtore, the 
Lord can give the ſame to other of his people with as plentifull } 
a hand, but if hee doe not, you fee 1n Lot what caule there 1s nor 
to murmure ; for riches did undoe Let almoſt, and therefore was } 
God taine to take rhem all againe, becaule hee could not fo uſe} 
[them as not to ſer his heart roo much upon ther, It God hath 
beene pleaſed ro grant you theſe things, let Lots example make 
[you carefull ro keepe your hearts from being too much inamoured | 
| of them. | 

| Further, Lot obtained a gracious deliverance for himſelfe and 
his wife and his daughters out of the burning of Sedome, hee 1a- 
' mented their finnes and eſcapeth the puniſhment. Learne the beſt 
way to fave your iclves from common ſtroakes, even by be-| 
wailing the common firnes, and prooving your iclves to be righte. | 
ous perſons, Yea, God yeclded much to Lets weakenetle in 
granting him leave ro goe to Zoar, and ſaving that City alſo for 
his ſake. Surely God is as ready alſo now to paſſe by weakeneſles, | 
and will much more willingly grant the better digeſted petitions of 
' his ſervants. 

| Now Lots miſery, firſt hee was taken Captive and loſt all his 
goods. Secondly, hce lot his goods againe in Sodowe, Thirdly, 
| his Wife. Laſtly, hee was plagued with wicked children, thar | 
| drew him to grievous offences. Prepare to looſe all you have, | 
clpecially it you finde your foules over-carneſtly addied to them, 
and cauſe not God to pull them out of your hands by ſetting your | 
' hearts upon them. Prepare your hearts to looſe your yoake-tel-| 
 lowes by fome ſtrange and unexpected accidents. Prepare to have 
your children naught and wicked, and take heed that your owne 
folly in chooſing for wealths ſake an evill place of habitation be 
| not an inſtrument of making them ſuch, yea learne ro be thank- 
full chat God hath yer ſaved you from ſuch miſeries , and |} 


make your ſmaller crofles ſeeme lighter ro you then elſe they 
would, 
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j Pillar « Hequoc becauſe ic wzis of oe matter, 
qi ever: hoo COntinuanceot it, as anever!: {ting Covenan 
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covenant of f{alt, I cannot determine. The latter ſeemeth to mee 


ple, by which wee may informe our -felves thus much, that 
[when God hath chaſtened us and by our chaſtiſements takea pittic 
{upon us and granted us dcliverances, and yet wee profit fo little 
|by both as ro continue faulty in the ſame faults, wee ſhall rhen 
it is noted by David, that though the Lord brought the people out 
| of Feypr, yet hee did after deſtroy them in the wildernefſle 
that did not belceve. Let us feare leaſt the Lord fer 
us up alſo as Monuments of his juſt ſeverity 
when hee findes us not reformed by 
former goodnefſe and 
gentleneſle. 
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the more probable, howſocver ſhee is ſet forth to us for an exam- 


ot hu Wife and Danghrers. Cuna P.19,&C, 181 
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7 E E have finiſhed the things that are recor- | 

| ded of Lots felte and his Wife; Next let 

vs tell you what 1s recorded of his two! 

Daughters. Their names, their birth,their | 

death the Lord vouchſafeth not to mention, 

and of their lite not much is written, me 

tha: which is tencs all to their reproach, | 

Fitſt, 200d deeds we have none for which | Lots Gauyhe 


[CIS i). 
to commend them, or in which to fallow | mn 
them, but bad deeds too many, conſidering how great they | vICeS, 


WCTre., | 
Their firſt ſinne was, that they conſulted together and agreed | 1.Vhey azreel 
about a moſt abhominable ſinne, nay a paire of grievous crimes at 
once. In which, the firſt-borne did make the morion, and the youn- | cruars, 
ger cave her conſenr. In the conſultation abour it, ſee what reaſon | 
| induced, and what it is to which they were induced by that reaſon. 
The reaſon is, 1, Their Fathers age, who being now ſhortly to 
leave the world, they would not have his oft-ſpring periſh inthem- 


R 3: | ſelves. | 
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| ſelves. 2. The want of other men to company with them, zhere_ ' 


| 1s not a man in all the earth to come 18 unto us after the earth, They 


| wanted other husbands to beget children of them in lawtull matri. 
| monic ; Surely rhcir late abode in Zoar might cauſe them to knouw, | 
' that the whole world was not deſtroyed, 1t they meant that there 
' was never another man left with whom they might joyne themſclyes, | 
they did begnilethemſelves too too palpably,for onely, Sodom and Ge. 
' morrha, and ( Admah and Zeboim, foure Citics of the plaine were. 


conſumed with fire from Heaven, the reſt ſtood In their former 
< - : - . . . _ q 
| eſtare, Zoar they had ſcene ſanding erd left it with their Father, 


and ſeeing they dwelt upon a Mountaine, they could no: but dif- 
y | 


-  — — — — — 


'cerne other Cities round about, for that Countrey was full of ' 
Townes and people. Ir 1s lixe therefore,that chey megnt none neere * 
anto us, none of our blood and kindred. But why ſhould thev make | 


doubt of maying any other befices rheir owne kinared, They 


h1d beene betrothed ro husbands in Sedime, might they not as well 
. .  R. . 1 . 


thar their realons were frivolous and vaine, vet vpon them the 


- 


build a full refolution of commuting wo tearctull offences, for 
| they agree together ſaying, Come let us make our Father drinkeL 


Wine, and then let us lie with him to preſerve feed of him, They 
would ſeeme each to other tobe carried wit!z ibidinous fancies as 
if Juſt led them, but that a Ccfire of preſerving feed was the motive 
to the villanous defigne. 
Wee {-:e how mans nature 1s eatily drawne by weake and poore 


grounds to runne into very loathſome and toule crimes. Better the ! 
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world ſhould have wanted continuance and ended in their perſons, 


'then have it ſtored with an inceſtuous ofi-ſpring. No other mee- 
ting together of manand woman, 1t it had beene inthe way of Ma- 


trimony, is ſimply and of it felte unlawtull, bur onely that of Pa- 


rents and children, for there was atime when the Brother marricd 
the ſiſter without fault, as in the beginning when the world had 


no other perſons in it but brethren and {ſters, bur never at any 
me was 1t lawtull tor the daughters to have the Father or the Mo- ! 
ther the ſonne. This therefore was the moſt nnlawtull mixture in 
the {ame kinde and of different Sexe that poitbly could be. Yer up- | 


' on a {lender pretext that they knew not how to come by any other 
man, and fo their Fathers poiterity ſhould periſh, they conſent to 


Fi #4 s 


accompliſh it. Had they not beene made more then ordinarily immo- 


deft with the converſation or tmpure Sogomrites, they would have | 
beene reſtrained with ſhame and Gluſhing, trom opening any ſuch | 
thought cach ro othcr, had it beene to have folicited another man, | 
much more their Father. But cu/tome of hearing and feeing ſhame- | 
tull deeds will baniſh ſheame quite away, 2nd make men bold to ma- | 


- niteſt their wicked conceits one to another, which elſe modeſty 


would never ſuffer them to ſpeake of. 
Here indeed the more aged maiden is moſt blame-worthy, forthe 
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' Spirit of God witneſleth that ſhee was the firſt moover to this 
lewdneſle,bur the younger was greatly to be blamed alſo, for ſhee 
' conſented to ſuch a motion. Let thoſe that be of more age take 
 heede of giving wicked counſell co the younger, and lIct the youn- 
ger take heede of opening their cares to lewde advice. Let us be-| 
| ware wee ſuffer not our ſclves to be drawne vpon pretence of I 
know not what neceſſity or urgent occaſion, to reſolve on things | 
plaincly finfull, eſpecially ſuch as are extrcamely grofſe and unnatu- | 
rall, No neceſſity can exculc an evill deed, much lefſe when ir is | 
none other buta countertcit and'talſe appearance of neceffity. Would | 
thele filters have deferred their deſires a while, they might "ny 
found their Father at length willing to have left that hole ina Moun- | 
taine, and to have converſed againe amongſt men, Why had they | 
not rather perſwaded him to leave that ſolitary kinde of living, | 
and þetaken himſelfe to his Unkle Abraham, who was not growne ; 
cither ſo niggardly or unkinde, but that he would have welcomed | 
them wiih gaod cntertainement. Why had they not taken up any | 
' reſolution, rather then venture on this monſtrous abomination 2 Let 
'not the Divell and carnall reafon beſet us ſo farre, as to faine 
to ourlelves aneceſſity of cvill-doing,.and thentogrow bold todoe | 
evill. 
| Bur wha: did they doc now, to make their Father ince!tu- | 
| ous? Surely make him drinke wine not modtratcly and in due quan- | 
tity, for then is wits would have beene his owne ſtill, and his: 
| {anRified conſcience would have armed him ſuffticicently againſt all | 
their moſt wanton carriages; yea the gravity of his countenance and | 
| parentall authority would have affrighted them from laſcivious words | 
'and geſtures, that randed tro produce ſuch an effet. They there. 
fore make him ſtarke drinke with wine, making him by little and | 
lictletake into him ſuch a quantity as would bury his underſtanding, ! 
 con{cience and all, and rurne him into a bruit creature, and _ 
they doubt not but that they may eafily allure him to commit folly | 
with them, A fearctull finne it is to reſolve before hand upon 
'ſuch awickedncfle as this, and that alſo as a loade-ftone to draw | 
' on another worſe wickednefle. To make one drunke for any cauſe 
is bad enough, but to make him drunke of purpoſe to make him 
filthy after, that is much worſe. Here is a moſt wicked end pro- | 
| pounded, which would make athing it fſelfe otherwiſe Jawfull ut- 
terly finnefull, if done for ſuch a purpoſe. Here is alſo a meanes | 
utterly wicked, though it had beene uſed for a moſt Jawfull end,bur 
 whenend and meanes are both ſoremarkeably and exorvitantly finfull, 
| how great was that finne. Had they began alone to drinke for 
 cheeretull refreſhing of themſelves and their old Father, and then | 
one Cup drawing on another had at unawares made both them- | 
ſelves and their Father drunke, and then unpurpoſedly fallen ro 
' wanton imbraces and ſoto inceſt, that had beene finne enough. But 


fo take advice upon it, to determine before hand, that is, to con- 
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Siſter, as if thee ſhouid ay, | will begin it thou wilt come after, 1 
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The Example of Cap, I9, &e, 


cr © full ' Lin: i ths 'V would doe {uch a thing, this =_— tis "WM 


' had Grnochercd their coniciences, and werc indeed void of all good- 


110. 


IO rake ! of giving your {clves leave deliberately to ftnne, take 
hed of -ſerrir 29 downe 2 wicked concluſion in your mindes, and ſay. 
ng, Come and let uU5S do C thi 'SOTCT: his thar you KNOW 1 IS naught, This 


IS NOT fo [lt1 3 1nto the mire but to wallow 1n it this 1 ISA Pic lUMptuous 
4:30 3 wy "fil {1nne, This 1 15 TO yecld YOur {cl iVCS C Ciptives fo {1nne, | 
and to fhew your {clves fervants of it. And 1t any one hath in ſuch. 


. : f . 1 _ 
ſort finned, great repentance 1s necotull to waſh away to great, a 


Pur if they had { agreed in haſt ro perpetrare this Jewdnefſe and yer 
c the time came of acting it, had called ro mind the loathfome:. 


© ® 


r\C {]c of the 1: InNnCc, 2nd repenti T2 ot thor naug. ary inten! ton, {o i borT c 


to procecd , the matter would not have beene lo fowle, chen it ng 20T 
' have beene attributed to wea ikenefle and haſt. But they goe on in it, 


the clder ſh as tft begins, and then ſhe renewes the matter to her 
Silter, ho is cafily perſwadcd to follow her, and forhey both con: | 
{ent 26 doe evill and pertorme Ralſo, This 1s a great aggravation of | 


' {inne, that 1f one have ſome Ictſure betwixt rhe reſolving and Cxe- 
| cuting, yct he hath perſiſted | in his wicked reſolution, and wanted 


the grace to charge his mind. Perfſiſting in an evill purpoſe, ſhewes 
much blindnefſe ot min@and hardneflc of heart, and proves that God 


But now the elder begins to offend, as it were. to imbolden her 


wi. il doe it to night ifthouwiltſecond mee another nighr, ſo the fianes | 
of purpoſe to give her Siſter a bad example, tO animate her to the 
like. Thoſe ſinncs arc very grievous, 1n whicha man ſecekes not alone. 
& futisfie his owne cvill deſires, but alſo to corrupt another, and 
draw him to the like evill, The ftnne is greatet by how much more | 
love of fine is diſcovered, and he loves finne exceeding much, that | 


labours to ircreale thenumber of irs ſervants. 


Further, having Iayne with her Father, ſhee ſpeakes of it to her 


Siſter, tu in way of boaſting then out of ſhame, and perſwades | 


heralloto doc thehike, It! 's awickedneſlc Ot an nigh nature to Com» | 
mir great f1nnes, _e alter. b< rouched with no remorſe forthem, yea, 
rarher to talke of them with abold face, as ifthey were deedes ar [caſt | 
not deſerving 2 ame, copy when wee have done evill, to preſſe our | 
examples upon others to imitate. Tr ſeemes the vounger Siſter would | 

or have followed, bur chat the clder provoked her the ſecond time. | 
loule a kind of importunt'y towards another, and preſſe themagaine ! 
2nd 2g2iNcto naughtinetle, 1s a proote ot one {ctuponſinne with a full 
os ne of will. 

Nowthec ſecond Sifter, ſhe foilowes her Siſtersevill deeds,and evill | 
Grab II, ana they commit the ſame finne the {ſecond time — 
ame ' 
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ſame wiltulncle, for the elder is as guilty of her Siſters inceſt as of 
' her owne. Men having tranſ{grefled the bounds of modeſty, grow ut 
extreamecly carcleſle, and cafily commit the tecond time what TI1CY —_ 4 

have ventured upon the firſt, Ir 1s more ditticulty to torbearc repea- era ure pipe | 


[ting of afinne then committing it, as iris to drive our an enemy then penn gfe. o-| 
\ro keepe him out, Give ſinne a ſtrong deniall ar firit, fo ſhall webe © | 
| ſooneſt rid of it, 

' Now ler us confider the offences themſelves, for hitherto we have . | 
looked alone into certaine 2ggravations of them Firſt co make aman vs: oy 


 drunke, thts 15 a grievous finne, a purpoſled lying 1 Walre to over- 
' come another 1th wine or ſtrong drinke, is a fouls faults it inath its 
| Orioinall over in ſome further eviil intention, cither to lanoh ar the 


offenders, or otherwils to WIONWg them, as here, an draw them to 


draw him to bcutly aceds, Come now and confider your ſelves, 

it cone of you have thus finn<d againſt your bretheren, H- is worſe 

then a drunkard, that Is a maker of drunkards ; aiman may be drunke | 
| of meere weakenefle, tut it is wiltulnefl> that cauſcth:- another to be | 
| drunken. He loves this finne more, that cauſcth ir in another, then 
{ hee that commits the ſame himſclte; If any of you have fo ſinned 
| againſt his brother, he 1s a very lewd man, and muſt anſwer for thar 
| finne before God with more ſeverity then the perſon thar hath becne | 
; drawne into it by his meancs. Much repentance therefore is required | 
| of ſuch an offender, | 
| In keeping himſelfe ſober for an evill end, hee is worſe then if 
| himſelte had beene drunken for company. Theſe two fiſters did | 
 keepe themſelves tree from exceſſe, that they might better abule | 
their owne realon to worke upon their Fathers unreaſonablenefle; | 
| Had they beene all overcome of wine, inceſt had not fo eafily fol- | 
lowed from arunxcnnefle; bur now that the man is fivallowed up of | 
| wine, and the wocman not ſo, they prevailed more cafily to make | 

{their Farther lewd, Tr is a drunken ſobriety that is direQed to un- 
cleancfle, rhey would not bs drunken becauſe they defired to be fil. 
'thy. Some men boaſt that themſelyes have borne their cups where- 
' with another hath beene overcome, but that ſobernefl- makes them 
' greater oftenders, then if they exceeded meaſure in drinking, Wher- | 
fore you mult blame your ſelves with exceeding deteftation of your 
ſelves, if you have abuſed a thing otherwitc vertuous to make another | | 
man more vitio!s. Thou mad'{t another to take cup after cup, that | 
; when he had loſt his wits, and thou kepſt thine, thou mighteſt berrer 
/prevaile to draw him unto further wickedneſſe, thy ſoberneſle was 
'as bad and muci worſe then his drunkenneſle. O that you would ſee 
{and lament your cxtreame ungraciouſnefle in this abuſing both wit in 
' yourſelyes,and wantof witin others. 
' But now Lot is drunken and fitted for any wickednefle, the two | 
- R 4 Siſters 
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Siſters in their turnes goc to bed ro him and. ſolicite him to abuſe 
their bodies,and prevaile with him,becauſc he had not reaſon to know 
whar hce did. Inceſt is a moſt unnatural! crime, yet the Bag 
nature of man 1s apt to runne into it, and that wiltully. O what 
a filthy heart hath a man and woman, that can tranſgreſle all the 
_— ot reaſon ro ſatisfie impure defires. No perſon comes | 
amifle-rto luſt, the Father will ſerve as well as another man, when 
the ade efire hath prevailed, they carc not with whom the fault 
be committed fo thatir be committed. Have none of you given 
way ſo farre to libidinous deftres, as ro mixe your- ſelves unlayw- ' 
fully and without martiage with thoſe, ro whom you might not 
have drawne necre, no not in the warrantable 1mbraces of Matri- | 
mony? Is thetc not fome inceſtuous man or woman amongſt you, 
yea ſome that hath not out of weakeneſle but purpolcly run into 


inceſt? The crime is not fo often committed in ſo high a degree, 


but yetfomcrimes it falleth oat 1n the world, that men may lJearne | 


there 1S More cCvill in their nacure then they w coulda have be! eeved, 
b1rchac experience treacherh its we have not another example of it ; 
in Sciiprure, but here arc wwo at once, that wee might learne to, 
know how bad a nature we have. And ſo much for their finnes 
common to both, miking their Father drunke, and then going to. 
bedto him, for matter, ,and for manner purpoſely and without re. 
'morſe and without any forrow after, for when they had borne chil. 
drin, they give them ſuch names as prooved that they rather boaſted | 
of the crime then bewailed it, Ammon the ſonne of my people, 
| CAtoal of ny Father, as if they had rejoyced at their happineſle in | 
bcing with chiide by their owne Father. fr is 2 curſed thing to | 
| finre, more tobe fo hardned as not to lament it afterwards, moſ? | 
| to make a mans ſelte glad of it. 
Pheir Gain Their fpeciall fines are, the elder perſwades to the finne, then 
RNS. gives a bad example, and afcer againe incourageth her Siſter, and ' 
(the younger yeelds and followes. © O ſee this nan ghtincfle and rake | 
cede, Hitherto of CAbrahams ſonnes, ſervants, and wives, wy 
one of his children and of his Kinſman Lot, his Wife and daughters. 
| £72557 00%) Now of ſome others that lived with him, firſt his confederates 
994,” rArer, Fſhool, and IMamre, ſecondly, Ephron the Hittite, thirdly, 
ing Pharach of Egypt, fourthly, King _Av1melech, Then of the | 
King o© thar Cid take Lot and fo of the Sodomites, Now for LAner, 
' Eſheol, 2 and cAramre, they were three Brethren, Hittrtes, of whoſe | 
birth and dearh nothing 1s revealed, butinthcir lives two things arc 
\ Theyanire recorded deſerving our obſervation and imitation. Firſt, they were | 
15 4 friends and confederates with Abraham appeares, Gen.14.13. Sc- | 
A concly, they did tairhfully pertorme the office of friends, and con- | 
federates, For the firſt, theſe three Brethren were in league with | 
A traham, joyned in a Covenant with him for mutual helpe 1 
each other again't any that ſhould wrong any of them. nd 


Icague it may ſceme was off-nfive and defenfive. 
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Iris a wiſe and good part to live in friendſh' 8 with godly men OO 
and to be knit to fuch in covenants of amity, peace and mutuall a 400.9 254. 
| helpe, as H:ram King of Tyre was in covenant with Dawid and with 89-'y. 
| Salomon his lonne after him, and it is reCOrc {cd to his praiſe that hee 
| was alwaics a lover of Datid., For by this meancs grcat benefits arc | 
\brovghr unto 2 man, x 
| Firſt, he ſhall fee their good converfarion and heare their wiſe | | 
' words, and enjoy thcir g ood counſell and their goc lv prayers and | 
fo be in poſhbility to be wonne to goodnefte by them, at leaſt to | 
a vertuous and civill converſation through their mcanes, tor hee that 
| walketh with the wi{c ſail be: man? wiſe, as he that walkerh with fin- 
'ners thall bema.le worſe by them. Hethar commeth where fweere 
ſpices and ointments are ſtirring, doth carry away {ome of thetr 
| tweet favour even thoneh hee thinke nor of ir, fo thatl a man re- 
ccive ſome ſavorur and raſte of gagdnctle from good men, It hee 
live friendly and familtarly wich them. 
Againe, the Lord had undertaken with Abralam, to be a friend 
ro his friends and an enemic to his enomics, an Xl to blefle then 
thar blefled him as well as to cmife thein that curſed him. Where= 
fore in entenaining friend(h ip with them, 2 man doth inercit hiun- 
f{clfe 16to fome deg Tree of Gods fivour and bl. 1 ; ACCoruing to 
 thar prom! iſe, for God hath tied himi-!te as well ro all CAEr 4- 
' han's fonnes, even all the faithful, as well as to himicliez you ice 
| the proficof ſuch aflociarion with ad men. 
| Wherefore they muſt be repryoved that are imbittered againſt 
{ phdly nicn and are cnoniies to thoſe that love God, nating men 
i cven for 9O00C inctie fake, ard Pc rfecurin þ 24 them for :ohteou [ncfic , 
| fake, withour doubt th cle provoke God to vl « 02in{t them. and | 


———— a—— 7 - 


Tn 


19 


to become ancenemy untornemjoyning in the quzrre!] of the Saints, 

which indeed tor his {ike the y have raken up 2g417 it them. Ir 15 an 

cvill thing to be a foe to tho? © thar fteare God, and it thewecs not 

' alone an ableace ot £00G! Ae bur alto : 4 Orem. rene of wicked- | 
nefle, Heis ſurcly carrie: by Satan at his pleafire, and a flave in | | 
, 2 oreat degree to the Diveli, rhar cannot encurc the | \1m:0e of God. 

ina man. And yctovr Lord tells his (crvants, that they ſhall ve hated of Mit, ro.22, 
all men for his names ſake. 

But now let every man Jearne of theſe three wiſe. men ro make. | 
| choice of godly men for friends, familiars and allics. It a manbe 
not himſclfe a worſhipper and f{crvant of God, yer Ic him arlcaſt- 
wiſe like and 1-ve rhoſe in whom goodnefle ſhineth, The Centu- | 
; rian Tulins, by being courreous and friendly to Paul who was then his *© 
 priioner gate bis Iife- and the life of his ſouldiers for a reward, for | 
' God gave unro Paul all rhe prifoners that were in the ſhip with him. | 
' $6 many blefſirigs as anarurall man is capable of, he fl:all alſuredly | | 
| obtaine from God by the prayers of his ſervants, who cannot choole | 
; according to the precepr of our Saviour, but pray tor their perſecutors, | 

much more forrheir friends and favourcrs. | 
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1s N he Example of 67 p.13,&C. 


N ow another cood thing 1 in theſe three ' breths i- rizis,rh A ac- | 
COrUINg tO thor COVEenNant an Io cConteacration Gy 10 aftoord 
hetve to CAbraham and joyned their ſtreagth with im , to: 


HINLC cancer t!ie TOUrLe > Kings tor the recover in $24 of Lot Abrahams 


v = 


1. and pertormed their part with ſo much courage, that Abra- 
100 the o Ws and wonne his qrother and 11 the tpolle of 
tor winch alſo. Abrabam was carefull tha «_ 11001] have 

"ward, 17 taking thor part of the booed which himliclte tor- 


| | \ © SAIL Go 
= 4 | [ 11ts Example muſt be a of all good men, when they 
A N12 werant, they muſt fo fla2d vntoirt, and be 1c.idy to 
W.. RN fraord fu = Seve and rior all ſuch othces as by _ covenant 
acy have obliced themiclves unto; Coven nants and agreemenes nuſt 

© duly kent, thouveh the things be ſuch which come to be done 


re labour, coſt, and hazard : for this is ga praGile of that 
t vertne of rv! hidclity, then which nothing 1s more 
necdfull forthe common proſperity of humane ſocietics, tor unlefle 
nen may tri one anotheis words, what iiving can there be tov c- 
therin'the world, ard withoir rruſtincdle in thoſe that make Promi- | 
tes, there ts no beleeving their promites and fo the tinewes of the. 
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world are as it were cut afunder or Cracked. Therefore in the 15. : 
Pſalme \t 1s indeed a figne of K o9d] 'y man,” that when hee hath: 
| [worne in covenant or otherwiſe, he will not ha nge though 1 ſhould | 
k tall outro be for his hurt, Faith requires that the rhing be done which | 
4 | hath bcene ſpoken, ard how can hce challenge the name of a | 
| 00d man, in whom faithfullnefſe is not found £ or oY 

ſhould it be exvect-<d that hee will be fairhfull with God, whom | 

| ee never ſaw that 1s not Faithfull ro his nc1vhbour whom hee ſecs | 
| daily. f | 
? | |* Wherefore let every man comprre himfclte with theſe civill | 
righteous men, and fcc aha: | him{clfe hath carried himſclte as | 


| : | lonely and Ry 43S the very light of. nature inſtructed chem tO | 


Ll TTY MES TEL. 
1 : 
| ©=g0c} 1 mcanc crher he _ fithfully kept [1's COVEnants for | 
4 now thall h-e the able to juſhifie his right and intereſt unro the 


honourable name of a trre Chniſtian "voy that falleth ſhort of 
thoie vertues | Which many of the Gentiles have carefully practt- | 


| 1 

| | | And if any mans heart accuſe him of unfaithfullneſſe and flip 

| p<rincefic im this kinde, lct a 1 humblc pimicite and be much aſha- 
E |. | med of it. Should we net bluth to fee Heathens exceed us in good | 
| : | converſation and thatour r: one oulneſſc 1s not greater then thi: of the 
| | P11 rlſe 5 who did at leaſt ec by a!l the Heathen in righteous dealing. | 


BY REA y ſhall never be admired into the Kingdome of Heaven, | 
| 8-4 Fort 6 IM the ales have cone in 2000 bchaviour of lite; yet 


$ many th PR rfcming ro be Chri'tians, "whoſe untruſtineſlc chis way 
ileth the mourhcs of all that deale with them with juſt and grie- 
| VOUS C mplaints. Thc Y be {0 pollefled with ſelte-love, that when 
they :; 


7 ORG—_ __—_ CR <A. aq > > 


—  ———— CO 9 


Gen. Lots Danghters,&c, Cuar.ig,&c. 


I CCC 
—_— —— CDC E—_————_—_ — ———— <— — — 


| they have made a covenant promiſe or compact, che leaſt diſad- 


vantage will make them uſe the craftincſle of wit to winde them-! 


ſelves out and negle& their covenants. They know how to 


tic others hard and leave themſclyes looſe, through the looſencſle of 


ancvill conſcience. Thelc arc men that be guilty of negleing ju- 
tice, judgement, and faithfullneſle, and it they ſtreine never to much 
ar 'gnats and ſwallow theſe camells, our Saviour will be bold to 
intirle them, as he doth the Phariſees, and pronounce a woe a- 
gainfſt them, ſaying, Woe wnto you Scribes and Phariſees Hypocrites, 
| Learne now tobe very ſorrowfull, if you have carried your ſclves 
more unrighteaufly in this kinde, then the honeſter ſort of thoſe 
| have done who lived out of the confines of the Church, and be 
carcfull to repent by their example, that their goodnefie may not 
riſe up in judgement againſt you and condemne yo!1. And reſolve 


'with your ſclves I pray you, now to preterre your credit 


on loſſe' and hazard, rather then incurre the delerved reproach 
of men faithlefle and diſhoneſt. Ir is not witrie tricks and devi- 
ces that will ſave you from reprehenſion before the Lord and 
your owne conſciences and other men, your name ſhall rot and 
ſtinke and become loathſome, if you deale untruſtily, though you 
/paint your evill deeds over with never fo faire and trim cxculcs, 
Wit is never more abuſed, then when it is madea patron and a pro- 
| teour for falſehood and evill dealing. Be righteous therefore in 
this particular, and pur your ſelves in minde of your promiſes and 
covenants to keepe them, you cannot bur know, that this 1s a duty 
your conſciences require you to doe to others, even as you defire 
tharthey ſhould deale with you, and therefore muſt needes con- 
demne you for juch falfirie which your ſelves with open mouth 
are ready to Cry out againſt in others. And fo much fortheſcthree 
iNEN. 

| Now for #phros the Hittite he is named alone once, Gen.23.10. 
and in his carriage we obſcrve three things deſerving commendati. 


| 


before any other thing in this carth, and to put your ſelves up-- 
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Ephron, | 
' 
H:s vertucs. | 
I 
| 


'on and fitto beimirated by us. Firſt, he ſalutes Abraham with ho- | ;.tte comre- 


nourable and courteous language, ſaying, my Lord heare mee, and. Aire 
T2028. 


| againe, my Lord heare mee. Secondly, he was liberall and kinde to 


| Abraham, and offered freely to give him the Cave in which he defi- 
red to bury Sarah, Thirdly, he was juſt and true in his word, he 
told Abraham a due and right price, and made him goodand full afſu- 
| ranceof it, when hee reccived the money. The Holy Ghoſt hath 
not for nothing inſerted theſe ſtories of Scripture, the vertuons de- 


| portment even of Heathens courtefie, bounty, and juſtice be ſweet 


vertues, they commend the praQiſer of them to the conſciences of 
men, they adorne him with reall honour, and make him to finde 
both love and praiſe from all hearts and mouthes. They be winning 
vertues, and give a man a kinde of command inthe hearts of wiſc 
| men, eſpecially they become men of good place and ability, for 


| ſuch 


- 


oully (aluterh | 


2. Hc was libe-' 
rall and kindc! 
to Abraham | 
3-He was. juft | 
and true in his! 
word, | 
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{uch an one was Ephren,and make him more gratious then without / 


them the greateſt cſtare could, They are generous ornaments and ; 
ſct forth a man more then any gallantneſle of a'tire or, houſe-roome, 
I beſeech you fall in love with them, and pur them in continuall| 
practiſe, deale in courteous faſhion with al!, be ready to give tree-, 
ly and deale juſtly in asking price and making aflurances Why 
ſhould a man yeeld himſclte ro aſterne and eurriſh kinde of ſpeech 2 
Why ſhould he be ſowre in his carriage , niggardly and pinching in 
his converſation, and unjuſt and over-reaching in his bargaines? Na- | 
rure teacheth us that which S. Paul teacheth of wearing long naire, | 


; Cor. 11.14, that it is a ſhame t0 him that doth it, and that the contrary is as it is. 


IS" 


i 


: 
1 
| 
| 


' 
| 


# 
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' ous, righteous to my brethren and neighbours, then a ſtranger of 


aſtirmed, that lowg haire zs to a woman a glory unto her. Doenot thar | 
which muſt needs be reproachtull, neglect not that which muſt 
needs be gracefull, Be kinde one to anorher, be bountifull, be 
righteous, ſhew that neither ſelte-love nor the love of money doth : 
pofſefle you, the former of which cauſcth auſtereneſſe of carriage, 
the latter niggardlinefſe and unjuſt dealing. Preſſe your fclves to 
theſe vertucs and ſay, ſhall 'not religion make mee more vertuous, : 
then Heatheniſme maderhis Herrzre f ſhall 1 be lefle affable, bounte- 


another nation and anothcr religion was to Abraham who did but 


' ſojourneneere him? We are ill Schollers inthe Schoole of our bleſſed. 


| Saviour, if we receive not better inſtructions from him, then can be 
found in an Hearhen teacher ; yea we Chriſtians muſt praiſe the ſame 


' 
i 


| 


 vertues in a better manner, on better grounds and to better ends. We 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


: 
: 
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| 


' 
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muſt be courteous, and for conſcience ſake, not barely for credit, ' 
to pleaſe God, not alone to winne men, and to thoſe that wrong us. 
and deale frowardly with us, not alone to them that are conricous 
unto us. Theſe vertues ſimply in theinſclves cannot intitle us to the | 
name of members of Chriſt, unleſſe wee doe them with reference. 
to Gods Commandement and authority, but being ſo as it were 
diprt in truc religion, they will become Seales of our faith and cauſe 


unto u5 an ample recompence. 


Sol ſhould have ſaid of the former vertues commended in the three ; 
fore-named Brethren, of being friends to the righteous, not ſo much | 
for rightcouſneſſe ſake as for other commendable parts, wee ſee in| 
them, or for the hope wee may have to be advantaged by them. | 
This will not approove aman to be atrue Chriſtian, but ro love a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous, an Abraham becauſe he 
is an «Abraham, {cryantto the moſt high God, this is a dueſigne of 
one ſanRified. But I have digreſſed and now returne againe to my 
Exhortation; I pray you out-ſtrip the Heathen in all vertues and let | 
vour converſing amongſt your neighbours be as faire and winning as: 
thar of theirs could be. So for theſe men. | 

Now two Kings had occaſion of intermedling with Abraham, | 
the King of Feypr, Pharach into whoſe countrey Abrahams went to | 
{0journe, for the tamine that oppreſſed Canaan, as you have itrclarcd, | 
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'in Gen, 12.1246 1 him we have to obſerve ſome bad things s and forme 
- 


Firſt, he th-wed himiclte laſtfull and wanton, and overſl ous to His faules, | 
a beautitull face, tor he quickly we oP: to hs ſcrvants that Comme | 
ded Sarahs fairencile to him, and tooke her into his houſe: what a 
vanity and folly and cxccilive inane to Juſttull Pleat, Ires 1sthis 
12 man? thathe can no {ooner heare of a faire woman, bu he muſt 
covet and take herto him... Itis an imporency very inci len: to mans 
nature, to be too much lcd viith a tatre taco, with rho mixture of the. 
[VV colours white and red, and the-comely proportion of the tace. 
7 he {ence of ſceing over-beares Lhants an icy [carce looke to any | 
ting lo much 10a wor 2a, as thor which Salemons experience made | 
in call vanity and Qeccitt: ceile, favour and be ury. Ve that 
nave grcater helpes to mornification, ſhould not [ufcr our Jil MO 
(JJ) JE 0 farre dRILISE OVCT iS, Surely P Dar, 16hs Coirtiors WEIC we 
q anted Witi his 1fClnaton 1mthat KIN, they would not cle have 
INS 12 t him {<0 Q. 1CKe tidtn $240 ot Sarahs 200 }Q IJdTCo, | 
Worhy weakenutic in a Heathen, much more in a Chitin, to | 
make uſe of by meancs which Ga d hath given him to m rrify {ich | 
raſlh 5, and let reafon h.ve dominion over you, rather- then eye- | | | 
tghr and fancy. It Pharach had knowne h:r to be Abrahams wife, it | | 
Ma y f: em-, he would not haye taken her from him for all ker beauty, | 
and be none of you we then Pharao! prexens led hee would have | 
becre, t2 let beauty winne e youto pc adulterers, corrupters of thoſe 
vou know to be other mens wives. Letnor your COLIge upon a CoOMme- | 
ly vilage, mike you ruth into fo foule a crime as adulrery. Remem- | 
her what $110::04 {1Uurh, a lye not her beaut b r0 thy hs be? ot taken with _ 10.5 : $» | 
hy eye- 19s, 
Further jt was 2 fault inhim, thar he carried himfelfe ove rciuritih-. my - = 
ly to Abravamn, = in 2 kind of revengefull paſſion and chiding of — 
in, for calling her after and nor wife, and ſo hazarding him to | 4braban. | 
2dultery, and inthat paiſion ic nCINg him packing out of his countrey. | 
In anger and ! lp Aurc to oe a man up tor a fault, and drive him 
away, make him be g: ONE, S ſurely too great an yeelding tothat dt 


| 


temper, which vec ing of injuries doth worke, even akind of he ate | 


and unlovingnelle WS noe Coer of them. 1 Fake you heed of giving | 
YOUr {clves {0 farre over to wrath. Thar he did reprovVe Atrabam was 
well, that hee did ir over angerly and fo diſparched him out of his 
countrey, this was nor weil. Shunne what was evill in him, and if | 
you follow any thing, follow that was good. | | 
And now take you notice of what was good inhim. Firſt fo ſoone | e226 win 

as he percciveth that God had puniſhed him for taking Sarah, in re- | 1.He ditniffed 

vard ſhe was a married wite, hee preſently diſmifſerh her, ſo ſub- | _ 47 Haag 
' mitting himſelfe tro Gods hand, and not hardening his heart againſt | {nw ber to | 
ſtripes. O how bappy ih ould we bes if wee could ſpeedily obſerve | be manuee, | 
; Gods corrections, 2nd finding out the cauſe by diligent inquiry, rid 
-our handes and houſes inſtantly of thoſe offences whichare marterof | 


| IP 06 pro. 
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The Example of Cnav.l,&c. 
| _Y Sa © om .1 ... ; __—C 
| Provocation to hun. How many milcries might Wee e{cape by {o 
ſpeedy an oblerverion of Gods hand and purpote, and a ready yeel- 
' dance to him. Pray we to Godto give us {ſuch a quicke fight, ſuch 
 aſtooping diſpoſition. He thar gave it to an Heathen man, will much | 
more give it to a Chriſtian, And it any of you have bcene ſtome 
102inſt God Pharaoh-like, let him abborre himfelte that hath ſhew- 
<d Ifle piety rhen this Phra did. lt is a proote of ſome fofinetle 
of heart, to be driven trom {11 cven by great plagues. 


Holds Another vertue in him was, that he uled Avraham kindly tor his 


OY (ifters fake, fo was ſhe reputed rhen, and by thar meanes he grew in 
{riches abundantly, Favourable acaling with 2 man for his friends 
{ake, eſpecially for a Faire {iftcr, a kinſwomans fake, is 2 kinde of 
baſtard curtckie, and May betall aA 1N2N g1Ven 0 aft, Yea many tincs 
the kindneile of ſuch is more wonne by fuch a monve, then by any 
better deſcrvings. Let us doe the lame thing, bur on beitcr grounds, | 
ter the beauty of vertue make us elteeme and countenance thoſe thar | 
(hew it, more then a beauritull Siſter or Kin{woman : bur berrer be 
lovingtoa good man even upon {uch afiniſter refpett, then not ar a!l to ' 
be Courtcous to him, 


\ He les 4 Another thing wherein this man dealed well, was that he dealt. 
3% 4 not over harſhly with Abrabam, but lers him goe without offering in- 


ry unto him in anything hee had, He doth not take his life trom 


ty rol, himas Abraham teared he would have done, nay nor his ſervants, nor 


his goods, nor any part of them; burtakes order tor his ſate pattage 
| and conduct out of his Countrey. Let us at leaſt fo moderate our 
| anger, that if it draw us to a little unkindnefie and foureneſle of car- 
riage, which is gne degree of revenge, vyct ir may nor caulc us to 
leape over the pale of juſtice, and to uſe unrighteouſretſe and cruelty 
againſt thoſe from whom we have reccived injury So Pharaoh was 
not 1o farre tranſported with anger, though perhaps he might have 
| beene able to have done it, and it may fecm- at firſt fight that he had 
cauſe of doing ſo, But it {ccmeth that rhe tence of Gods great plagues 
had made him begin toſfce, rhat God was a deare friend of Abrahams, 
and that he thould have incurred turther wrath for wronging him in 
i other things wittily, whoſe injurics God did profecute {0 ſeverely, 
| even when it was done ignoram!y and unwittingly. Weovgttro have 
| more feare of God before us, then any King of Egypt. Deale juſtly 
therefore, let men goc trom us with all tney have, make not bold to | 
wreake your teeme on any man, by ſending him away without his 
OWNE. 

But it isto be noted, that God plagied Pharaoh for his doing hurt | 
to A brahamthough beyond his knowledge, even with great plagues, 
vou ſee thar ſometimes unwitting finnes make God very angry with 
men, when done againſt his deare and faithtull ſervants,in things neere 
and deareunto them, ' tor ne 1s a Father rothem and full of compaſſion, | 

and pitrieth their caie when they tigh and mourne before him, O with | 
, how much heavier evills vill he plague them who wittingly and of | 
$ ſer | 
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ſet purpole doe wrong them. How ſhall his ariger burne 2g! ſt pre- 


then that they ſhall live and d'e in them and periſh, Happy 1s that | 


{umptuous and wiltull ſinners 2 when ſuch heate ariterh GpO0N OCCafton | 
of {1nnes ot mcere ignorance. Take you nced of Cling his wiathro 
ale againſt you for ſuch crime 's, ſire his ſword will car of for fuch'! 
faultes, if it wound and cur dee pc forthe farre lefler. | 
And againe, ſee that cven plagues ſometimes are ſen: ro doea man 
more g00d then hurt, even to kcepo 2 man from ſuch fines, as but 
for them he would have c: mitted, and to make him fcc and leave | 
thoſe which hedid hve inb ne and 7 x obfer\ e. Ir wasabenetirto | 
Pharaoh that he was ſo ſcovrged, 1 conce'verharthis Pharaoh was cot a | 
man fanctificd, for then God w; ld 1Mve warned him by dreame or| 


']1O0Mme other \\y ay a5 hoc 19 A; 1 m L.It her then by leverity of | 


P:agues 3 bur it1s a kind of fuvourto any inanto be kept from fin, cyen | 
by heavy plagues. | 
Surely the Lord will doe as much for his own® people, as forthe | 
Feyptrans, rather drive them © tofthcir {ins bytharpencſſe of blowes, | 


'{martor paine thar prevents a greater hurt. The Lord had rather his 
people ſhould ſuffer any thing, then continue in finne totheir deſtruti 
'on, their ourward fame troubles him not ſo much as their inward 


| 
| 


| wickedneſſe, Therefore 1f you hind by expericnce that Gods hand | 


| 


cure the ſore? though it put the memberto {marting paine. Surely 


hath reſtrained you from much evill, and your owne ſoules can ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch a fin I ſhould never have fecne, never have lett, it God 
had not by his ſcourges and blowes even forced mc to open mine cYGs, | 
and ſee them, andro caſt them aw ay cvcn as it were againſt my will ; 
be you thankfull ro God for ſuch cha%iſements, learne to ſay as ” 


vid, It was zood for metht I was affucred, that Tmight learnc thy righteous | Plal.tig 71 


judrements, Will not men pay \w ell for a plaiſter that hath avertue to 


he dorh not hate ſin 2c cording to its hatcfulneſle, that hath not learned 
to be glad of any afflition which kee peth him trom tn, or. drawes him 
outof it. And now it any of you doe lie under heavy plagues, let him 
become an humble juter to God, to vouchſate him as much 
goodnefle as he picaſcd to grant unto this Phar 49h, even 
to ſhew him the cauſe for which he ſmiteth, and 
ro give him notice of his faults and powerto 
retorme them, we might haſten our 
deliverance out of calamitics,if - 
we would ture them to 
this purpoſc. 
(*,*) 
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LESS>AT>@ Nother man is mentioned living in Abrahams | 
FACS | ] - 

FI, time, with whom alſo 1braham had occation | 

* to converſe. Hee was a King ruling over 2| j4neteh, | 

city called Gerar, in the countrey of the Ph1- | nothing 1s ſaid] 

| 

| 


e /iſtins, In his countrey Abraham ſojourned, | 7 5 th | 
3 |. \\ VE you have the ſtory of him, Gen.20.8& 21. v. | hi 
 07/ EZ © 22. ad finem, Ot his birthand death nothing | 

AG. > x& is recorded, Burt in his life we muſt obſerve, | 


—— ———_ 


| | Firſt, His fault. Secondly, His good dcedes. 
Thirdly, His crofles, Fourthly, his Benefits. 
One fault alone of his wee reade of, viz. that he tooke Sarah tO | [His fault, he | 
him, minding to make her his wife: we ſce him offending inthe tame | was too luſt- 
Pup ka | fended full, | 
| kinde that Pharach King of Egypt was noted betore to have offended | | 
'in. Hee was too too libidinous, and over-taken with an inordinate | 
affection to beaury. Hee had wives enough before, yet when one $6 


ſtranger ſingularly faire did come into his countrey, he would needes 
[rake her to himſelfe, and that not ſo much by perſwaſion and intreaty, 
as by violence and ſtrong hand, for ſo much ſeemerh to be ſignified 
by the word hee tooke her, hee ſent and tooke her, hearing of a beau- 


titull perſon, and having ſpoken with Abrahams, and finding her = 
| ; S 3 c 
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be 1s filter alone ana not his wife, for the efort Mer -r bot I ofthem affir- 
med, the latter he did nor inquire ot fo Giigently asto learne the 
truth x: Ii he reſolved to have her to himlſelfe, - God himſelte 
aſter doth ſceme to _acquit «.4&melech of any adulterous intention, 
tOr W em hee alledged that he had done this in the 1ntegrity of his 
Mort, God himſclte bearcth witnefle to his uprightneflc in that re- 
{ peet (ay! ing, / kzow tho d, ajt ths in the integrity of thy heart, vaca- 
nire, th: it he thought verily that ſhe was onely liſter, not yoake-fellow 
to Abraham, and that it hce had knowne her to hove beene a wife | 
| he would ks have taken her; {fo thar he was free trom intending to 
. commir adultery, bur from an exccflive defire of beauty hee is rot 


hy free, for why ſhould a man be {Q Carried after women, that it heſce 
bt: NV beautifull V Irg1n, ice miilt neeccs enjoy her, and not {ſatis fie 
himfelfe with ſuch wives 2s he had raken befor: s This verily muſt 


'needes be a finne, for God aid not appoint the ſociety 'of man and 
man for ple2fures ſake, that a man might ſecketo (aticfie himſclfe in 
the delight of imbra ting {o m; any tire women as he cou'd ger, bur 
for rhe 1acreale of, and ſtoring of the worid with people. Let us 
!-arne vertue out of other mens vices, This is the folc fault which 
the Holy Ghoſt notcth inthis man, not becauſc he had not more, bur 
* cauic this alone was that wherein hee wronged «Abraham and 
arah, of whom the Holy Ghoſt intended principally to make his. 
tiſtory. 
Now for his Vertucs, divers:good things aretold of him. Firſt, 
[f] roſpeR of God, Secondly,ot hisown ſervant 's, Thirdly,of Abrah. on 
and Sara! ), | 
Firſt, 1n reſpc&t of God. When the Lord : appeared unto him 1na 
viſton, verſe ;. and rold him that he was bur a dead man, meaning, 
was worthy of dcath, and fo ſhould ccrtaincly die untcfſe he refor- | 
med bimſelte, becauts the woman he had taken was another mans | 
wite, hedid detend his mnocency before God, truely alledging, that | 
he d1d no way ſuſpe& her to be a married woman, bec auſc bak her 
felfe and LAGraham {atd th: was his fi ſer, ard would not be knowne: 
ot their being joyned together in matrimony, which alſo the Lord 
confeſlerh to be true: Yer ſo ſoone as God had commanded him to 
reſtore the woman, backing his commandements with promiſes and | 
threats, preſently he obey 25 the Lord, and returneth the matron toker | 
[11 [1 band. 
Hop. wy It is a worthy vertue and a proofe of imegrity, ſpeedily and rea- | 


——_— " dily to obey the word of God, and amend thoſc fines which betore 


d G v4, 


we did nor know, when ence the Lord doth vouchſate ro make them 
knowne unto us. This proverh that the foule is uprightly defirous to. 
1void all finnes, when it will infta: aty retorme the fault once mant- | 
__ To linger and put of from time to time, and ſtrive to make 

"cs {clfeblince, and co winke and nor ſec the Gnne, or not addreſle_ 
bas a ſpeedy retormation, taat 15 afruit of guilefulnefſe, bur ro yeeld ; 


to God and ones conſcience, and without further delayes to leayc of. 
| the - 
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GEN. 
the ſinneand pur itaway and the occaſions. of it, thatis a proofe of 
; fincerity ar leaſt inchar particular. When God declareth a faule to 
' us, bids us mend, promiſcrh Jite 1f we doe mend, threatens death [1 
it we willnot reforme ; it we bcelecve his pronuics and threats, and 
{ubmit to his Commandements, we ſhew integrity, CA bimelechs Ex- 
ample muſt teach usrhis effect of uprightnefle., | | 
If any of us be guilty of the contrary fruit of hollowactlc, that | | 

we have neglected to acknowledge a tault beginning to be revealed | 
to us, and out of love to the f11ae in reſpect of any profit, credit, | 
pleaſure it flatrered us withall, haverather indeavourcd to ſhut gut the | 

light by falic reatontngs, thea to! receive the knowledge of thertruth ' 

when it began to fine out of the cloud of ignorance, wee mult 

2reatly blame our telves tor {ct hypocriucall behaviour. This ts 

that S. Pant accuſcth the Gentiles of, ſaying, that Gods wrath is ma- | 

nifeſt from Heaven againſt all nugodlineſſe and unrizhteouſneſſe of min Rom. 1.18, 
' who detaine thetruth tn unriohteouſarſſe, who doc as it were I:mprilon | | 
and {uppreflc rut and hold it downe, thatit may not ſhew it ſelte. 
-untothem, our of a love they beare ro-{ftane and wickednefie, And 
ſure Gods wrath thall appearc evidentty agzinit all hacia ſuc! man- | 
'ner ſhall- play the diſſemblers with him; how much more then, it: 
when a man. cannot lo darken himſcltc with fained pretences, bur 
; that he muſt needs {ee and contefl< the truth in bis conſcience, ſhall 
| he be guilty of a great finne, if ſtil} he uphold in himiclte a will ; 
and reſolution to commit the finne, that he. could not but fee to be. 
afinne, or it he doe nor come to a preſent reſolution of amendment, 
; but pfir it off rill afterwards and purpole to continue oftending once | 
' or twice or a little time longer. Shall not CAbimelechs example | | 
' condemne our diſobedience betore God, if we thew our {clves {o | 
much inthralled to fin 2 

Two things ſhew dominion of finne in a mManwone where he 1c- 

fuſerh ro know thoveli he have due mcancs of knowledgr, and a} 
ceriaine working of knowledge offering to convince iis conſcience, | 
another, when though he doe know, yct he reloivesto perfilt in all | 
evil, or at Icatt remaines trrefolure and d th not Cerermine to leave, | 
but ſtands as it were unſerted in his will at leaſt for ſometime. If 
any of you finde himſclte ſo ditpoled, it is certaine, thar finne ruleth: 
1n him and he is not under grace. Wherefore you muſt diligently 
proove your kcarts in this reſpect. it you dehire ever ro enjoy the pe | 
comfort of knowing your ſelves to be upright. Now then learne to 
| lend a dutifull care tro the Word of God, and fce the finnes that ir! | 
| beginnesro ſhew you, and pur on afvull and fetled reſolution of not | 
adyenturing to commit them any more. And if any finde himſelte | 
' fo ſubdued to the authority of God in all things, thar he ſecme rea- | 
' dy to entertaine the light of cruth and to obey it, and will not ſtruggle 
and ſtriveagainſt the light in any thing, then may he afſure himſelfe, 
that his heart istrue within him, and that che Lord will ſurely accept 
| him and forgive his unpurpoſcd offences and finnes of mitere weake- | 

S 4 neſſe. 
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neile and tratlty. I Indeed in ſoine One or two > things that are too too | 
grofle as adultery here, a man may be prepared to yeeld to truth, 
and yer not have anhoneſt heart to God, bur he thatinall things doth / 
thus ſubmir himſclte, is ſurcly good before the Lord. And fo 
much tor Abrmelechs obedience to God, in that he receiveth his com- 
mandements here with faith and preſcor obedience, which wee ſhall 
ailo doe, if we {eriouſly conſider his promitcs of life to the obedient | 
andt threatenings of death ro the diſobedicnr, tilt we Worke our hearts | 
| to a firme and {tedfaſt belecte of them. 
: ;- 11; Now another good deed of _Abimelech i5 'in regard of his fer- 
| vants. As ſoone as itis day he calls them togcrher, and ac: quaints | 
* them withthe things that God had revealed unto bum by a dreame in | 
the night, He doth well to ler his ſervants know the matter, thar 
Y {o he might make them ſee the true cauſe of his reſtoring Sarah to | 
j Abraham, and might approove of his pract {c rhercin, and learne 
(: | themſelves to feare God whichatleaſt in ſome degree they did, tor | 
it is ſaid, the men feared exceedingly, verſe 8. and lo did not perlwade 
himto keepe Sarah ſtill, bur rather furthered his intentions of her rc- 
ftitution. All governours mu't be ready to acquaint their inferiours | 
with the way that God ſhewes them, eſpecially ſuch as concerne | 
Bl the reformation of the lives both of themſelves and of their inferi- 
i ours, for it was needfull that CA bimelechs ſervants ſhould know, that | 
+ Sarah was CAbrahams wite, leaſt they or ſome one of them thould | 
thinke of taking her, when the King had left her, if they had re- | 
ained ignorant of her condition. Rulers cher muſt ſhew unto : 
their inferiours the danger of finne and what is ſinnefull when the | 
Lord hath made them know it, that " hep 11 nk an inſtrument of 
keeping them alio from evill deeds and from the puniſhment of 
them. Learne we all of this man to tender the foules of our ſer- | 
yants and inferiours, and to reveale to them ſuch rhings as God hath | 
traughtns,tharthey may be preſerved from finne as well as our ſelves. 
And take heed of being carclefſe ro ſh:w them the good and the | 
 evill way, that they finne not through our detaulr, becauſe we have | 
| not duly inſtru tcd them. And let inferiours alſo learne to receive, 
| (ſuch initrutions with holy teare as the ſervants of CA bimelech did, | 
| thatthe words they heare may prevaile to keepe” them alſo from wic- 
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© Bi in 4.  Andnowlcetus fee his carriage to Abraham and Sarah, And firſt: 
| | 1 ara. hee doth admoniſh them both of their faulr, and that not with a | 
EE 2/0 : 3,54  kinde OE diſcontent and frowardneſle (as before Pharach had done) 
|} Jfhewing rathe that he was ſorrowtfull he might not have Sarah then 
| 


that he hd: attempted {o farre as he did, bur in gentle and yet plaine | 

| | manner, ſayin, What hai! thou done unto us? and againe, Wat ſaweſt | 

| how that thou haſt done this ? His reproofe is ſharpe <nough, and yet 

El a5 appearcth afterwards, it was mixed with gentlenefle, *So, iris a | 
o00d thing it our Brethren have ſinned againſt us, to call for = 


| 
| | 

| or goe tothern, andto demand what oround they had or what in- 
| ducement 
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[ducement to finne ſo, and to let them underſtand, that the things 
{they have done wete flich as ought notto have beene done, eſpecial- 
ily it they have gone about to draw us to finne, or to occaſion us to 
[ruſh unwittingly into finne, that ſo wee may bring them to repen- 
[tance, or at leaſt free our ſelycs from being partakers with them in 
|cheir fines. So did he deale with Sara) too, but not with the like 
|earneſtneſle, for he confidered the faulc was chictely Abrahams, who 
| had confeſled that the did it at his entreaty, and therctore hee doth 
alone intimate a chiding to her, ſaying, thy brother, and adding 
|g00d counſell, He is to thee acovering of the eyes to all that aye with 
\thee, and to all others, werſe 16, and it is added, for ſhee was re- 
proved, meaning , that hee intended ro reproove her , and: 
[that ſhee did take it and was touched with it as with a te- 
 proofe. 
| Letus reſolve to behave our ſelves fo to our brethren, even to 
tell chem plainely, but yer gently of their faulrs, and that with more 
' or Ic{{e earncſtneſſe, as they ſhall appeare to have beene more or 
 Iefſe taulty, Some warmth muſt be in a reproote as here, but it 
muſt nor be ſcalding hot, words ot reviling and diſgrace they fſcald 
'as it were, but words thattend to ſtirre up the conſcience to a due 
| conftderacion of the Faule, they be ducly warme and tend to make 
' the phyſick worke the more kindly. If any have done otherwiſe , 
either hiling the matter in fiis heart and ſo nouriſhing bitter dithke 
| and alten:ition of afte&ion from one that hath wronged him, or | 
elſe opened his mouth in a kind of rage, and uſcd raunting and ray- 
| ling ſpeeches, he muſt be ſorry that he was not as diſcreet and lo- 
| ving as CAbrmelech, To forbeare reproote of another, or to doe | 
| It with biticrnefle of wrath be roo common faults and withall very | 
| blame-worthy. The one (ſhewes want of love, the other of wil- ; 
' dome, andin both ie wrong our brother, in not taking the right way | 
' to he]pe him out of finne, and wrong our ſelves in making our ſclves | 
'at leaf in part guilty of his finne. Be not you faulty in either of | 
| theſe kindes hereafter, bur learne in plaine and milde manner to 
; deale with them that have done you injury, and let thoſe that 
| have done wrong, learne of CAbraham duly to accept of ſuch re- 
. provfes, | | 
| Another vertue.'in £A#:melech is, that hee doth not alone reſtore | .ti- not one-1 
| Sarah, bur alſo makes amends ro Abraham, and yeelds a kind of {i- ly reflaold $6. 
| Icat confeſſion of his fault, and ſhewes adcfire of making ſati-facRti- | [..ggeq bro. 
on, byeiving him gifts; for ver/. 7 4.It is ſaid, he rooke ſheepe and vocew ham in (ore þ 
| and men-ſervants| and wemen-ſervants and gave them te Abraham, '** | 
| and reſtored Sarah his wife. See a good duty here, wee muſt not | 
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alone ſurceaſe to wrong our brethren for future time, if either 1igno- 
rantly or otherwiſe wee have begun to doe them wrong, bur it the 
wrong be manifeſt unto them, we muſt even make them ſome due 
latisfationby words, or deeds, or both, chiefely, if the injury have 
beene done wittingly and willingly. Thinke not that you have done | 
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= <1 enougl in forbcaring to doe evill ro any man but it the evill have | 
beenc cvident unto him, O make alſo ſome good amends to re- | 
| paire the wrorg, ard to doe him as much good in ſome other | 
2 m_ as you h:ye done him hurt before, That fo you may de. | 
| are your ſelves as well forry tor the tormer ottznce, as carctull to 
5” wh; ſono more, and may make it appeare you ceaſe to be 
1njur ious In part out of love to your brother, as well as for aniy | 
other confidcration, ard may by that meanes make the pardo- | 
ning of the wrong more catic to hum, and helpe ro put charity ; 
ind kindneſle into him, which rhe recetvirg ot wrobgs will goe | 
neare to b:niſth awa vo it {ome ſuch care be nor uſed to reſtore It ; 
oaine, Bur he tha: either! continues 1n 2 courlc of muriouſnctlc, or 
lie harcly breaketh 1t oft without ſore Ocmonttration of his {: U 
10v for t! oe fault anda C000 aftcction to the vt ron oftended, hath nor 
yet tully reformed him uclts thovgh be have ccaſcd to doe cvill any 
{urther. | | 
Another commendable thing in ©Av:imelech is, that he doth not | 
thruſt Abraham away in a chate as Iharach had done, bur hee | 
, grante h him liberty to dwell in his Countrry In any place that. 
| ſhall ſeeme g00d unto him. Learne of kim not to be fo diſplca- ! 
ſed with any man for a fault committed by him, eſpecially it | 
it be done ont of weakenefle, feare, orthe like atitemper as to | 
ca Y him off, have no more ro doe wi:h him, or the like; ut till. 
to hope and thinke well of him, eſpecially, it hee doc contellc 
his weakneſſe as Abraham,and toattoord any duc counchie and kind 1cfle 
ro him ; over-harthnefle towards others = taults which we finde in 
them, is 2 ſoneof uncharitablenelle and pride. It ſhewes that we doe 
not ducly perceive our owne faulcineite and aptnells to ſome other as 
bad finnes, yea perhaps tOthe very ſame finnes, and that wee doe | 
10t beare a tender con pail Jn to them, becauſe wee have not a 
right knowledge of our {clives. Compare re dealing of Pharaoh 
Lore obſerved and Abimelechs carriage here noted, and whar 
your conſciences tell you was the more commendable and a pprovyc- | 
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SZ | able, a at 1;mitate, | 
} 6 ite tukes ne 1 come to the laſt good deed of «_Abimelich. Hera! ;eS Notice | 
| {t1.e 6t Go 's ' of. Ge 2 o00d! ieflc to Abraham, ſaying, Chap.2%. Ur.22, God | 
l SR a : with the in all that thou doſt, and therefore accompanted with 
'Y | | | , princ! pall Officer, (one phicol, goOcs and Intreates Abraham | 
© | | ka make a leagne of amiry with him, as you may reade in the 
7 WE | Story, and when Ar alam told him of a well of water whi 'ch} 
was raken from him by kis tervants, hee excuſeth himieltc, that he ne 
ver Lew of it betore, and {o willirely reitoreth the well andcontefierh | 
as _ SrioNttont, by t; aking the Ewe-lambs, and conſent g r10N2ME 
the well Per / cha, that is, the well of an oath, becauſe they {wore 
THe! ach 70 mr. 
"IP 2.01 thing toobſerve the goodneſſe of God to his people, 
ther eupon rothinl well of them and to defire tolive inamiry and peace 
LY with 
[| 
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with them. Why ſhould not wee have our eyes open 1 to ſee Gods | 
'blefling going along with men? and when wee ſee it, why ſhould. | 
wee not rather love them and with their friendſhip, then beare an; | 
evill eye rowards them and maligne them. Ir is afigne of ſome. 
oo0dnefſe ro acknowledge, that God is the Author of all good 
{ncceſle ro mens affaires, herein wee give him the honour of 
being the ruler of the world. And itis a figne of ſome good will | 
0 men, when their proſperous cſtare makes us rather like them. | 

\and joyre friendſhip with them, then ſtirreth up grudging and re-. 
,pining at them. Surely Abimelechs cartiage giveth us ſome 

(p1 :obab le grounds to conceive , that himſelfe was a holy man, in | 
thar hee thewes ſome knowledge of God, and good affection 
ro fo good a fervant of God, Let us goe a little further, and 

 frive to intereſt our {clves into Gocs blefſing on the godly, by 

| following them in godlineflc. Bur ler his willing reſtitution of 

'the Well which his ſervants had taken away by Violence, teach 

vs 21{o not to beare out the (ervants or people that are under our g0- 
vernment in any unjuſt carriage of theirs; yea rather, ſo ſoone as wee | 
come to the knowledge of their paughty carriage, let us cauſe | 

them to amend and to repaire the wrongs that they have done. A. 
mans ſervants faults muit not bee imputed to him, till it bee 
| knowne whether hee be privie to them or not, but if when hee is 
' informed of them, he be careleſle ro fee them amended, now is 
 himſelfe as guilty of the finne as his ſervants were before. Thus 
you have the faultsand vertes of Abimelech ſo farre as I could note | 

' them ovt of holy Writ. 

Confider now whet benefirs God beſtowed upon him, Firſt, His benefirs. 
hee made him a King In thoſe dates ic is evident that Kings at a. 
were not rulers over fo Jarge dominions as now they be; of old 
the chieteſt roler over one or two Cities and the territories about 
it was a King, as in the land of Canaaz there were 21 Kings, and | 
the five Ciries of the plaine of Sodvne and the reſt had each of | 
them ſeverall Kings, and yet there were ſome Kings that raigned | | 
' over whole Countries as the King of Egypr, but in it ſelfe confi- | | 
 dered, it is afavour of God to preferre a man unto the honour of 
a King, as the Scripture prooveth in ſaying, 4 dilrgent ſervant ſhall pg ...c,. 
ſtand before Kings and not before thoſe of the meaner fort ; If to be in. 
favour andaccount with a King, be athing fitto be promiſed as are- 
ward of diligence, much more the enjoying of a Kingdome, therefore 
| God upbraides both Sanl and David, when he would ſharpely re- | 

proove their fins,that he had made them Kings over his people 1/rael; 

For Kings have likely,riches,honour, and authority, by the two former 
of which they may partake of much comfort themſclves,and commu- | 
nicare much alſo to their friends and kindred, by the latter they may 
bring much honourto Gad, and much good alſoro men in eſtabliſhing 
true religion and juſtice : Now God hath not pleaſedro make any * 
you Kings, but he hath made ſome of you richer and preater _ | 
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whers, as 1 may lay little petty Kings in your places. Beware 
you pervert not this goodnctle of God, by making your weaich 
an. _ :r a meanes of {ſwelling your hearts with pride, and 
- mboidening you to wrong and oppreſle others, and turnithing 
700 with inſtruments to fcrve your owne luſts, for the fuck abutc 
ft chvte benches will eurne them into poyſon, as 1t were to Your 
louis, and cCavic that they. ſhall ferve at length for the fam 
urpole which S. Jams faith, , _ of the rich mans 17a 

{ure fnal! doe, even to conſume? your fleſh I:ke fire, and to bring upan y« 
Tater damnation ih another worid, *% © preferred before thus more 
hen an inheritance is before the leaſe of one alone yeere, none (}12]] 
fterlo much rormentand unitappinetle as thoſe that have playee rhe 
untruſty ſubjcets ro God, and made their high places a weapon. to 
bearc out their finnes, Butrake notice of God in your E nincngy in 
this preſent world, and labour to be fo much more thanketull aid 
weaicent tu God, and Wh and prohtable to men ; and then 
(all preterrement here bee a meanes ot 1nlarging your joyes hcetc- 
iter t00, O Happie 1s hee, t 5 at - all be grcat in Heaven as well 

5s on Earth, by his well employing of his c arthly greatnefle, anc 

Vou that cannot be grcat here, yer ſtrive to attaine a Kingdome, 
and here too in a ſpirtiuall fence. Labour to bee Kings GVCT 

ur ſelves, in eltablithing the Kingdome of grace 1 your he arts, 

:n2t you may bce Kings hereafter, "and that in farre grcater giory 

and happinetle, then the greateſt of all earthly Kings cither did 

ever or ever could enjoy : the meancſt Chriſtian may gct the King- 

come of grace and of glory, as well as a Dawed or a Sato- 


%. 


Gbd Lepr Another beneht wee. muſt obſerve, the Lord by his pro- 

: "-viacnce kept him from committing tharfinne which elſe hce would 

have Laanmines, but indeed of mecre 19norance, for his heart | 

1s vpright with God fo farre that if -hce had knowne it hee | 

= | Tr wovu'd not have committed it. So the Lord tels him, therefore_s | 
b \. 7 vent rhee that thou ſhouldſt not come ncere her, meaning Sarav, 


[c 1S a grcat tavour of God to pre {crve a man from ſinninz 7 DY his. 
ce, I mcane, to order rN1Ngs {o, thar hee hath not ODPOT- 


i: Or *.c:dome to doe {uch things, as clfe hee would com- 
{ hee doth not kn ww them to bee {1NNES. And this is 
fF 4 oraces that God doth ſhew ro thoſe whoſe hearts hee 


upi'24T with him,  O ſtrive to. ger ſincerity of foule, that 
ch fearcheth the heart, may vouchſate you the ſame good- 


netl®, Gur it you bee hollow and guiletuil', the Lord may .and 
will juſtly punith you by gi ing you over to great offences.” And 
it any man findce, that God hath reſtrained him from doing ſome 


V _ which hee Q1d not know and therefore ſhould have 
Ne much more which hee did know and would have done, he 
muſt bicflc the name of Goods for it with hcarticſt prayers. Hee | 
that was in Iikelichood afore hee knew of it to have — 
Ome 
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ſome great pit, or other like danger, travelling in the night, and fin- 
deth inthe morning how neere he game to miſchicfe, and yet efcayed 
| the ſame, is cither very blockiſh and prophane, or ele hee muſt 
' needes lift up his heart and eyes, and hands to Heaven, and magnitic 
the name of God that cauſed him ro ſcape, ſo much morc mutt wee 
| doe, if when wee were 1n a forwardnefſc to runne into gricyous 
offences, the Lord h:th uſed ſome or other meancs which our {overs 
 d1d not provjde to reltraine us from that evill. Spiriruall preferya. 
tion deſerycth ſcrious and thankeFull acknowledgement as well as 


| naturall. | | 
| Another mercy of God is, that hee revealed himſelf: unto 


' him in adreame by night, and declared his will by a com- 
' mandement, promiſe and threat. I doe not reade of {uclt a kind- 


| -» li . | 
'neſle afforded to any wicked man, except it were to Balaam the | 


' 


falſe Prophet, which was done not in favour to him, but unto If. 


racl, that hee might not dare ro curſe his prople, therefore am 


I conceired , that CAb:imelech was a godly man, cſpccially be- | 


cauſe the Lord doth pleaſe to talke as it were in fo tiiendly and 
familiar a manner with him, as if hee had not beene a ſtranger 


[to God, but rather of inward knowledge. - You ſhall finde if 


: 


you reade the dreame , a kind of lovingneſſe expreſſed on Gods | 
part, and a kinde of dutitull boldneffe on A#melechs : fo that for my 


part, I hayea very good opinion of the man, and thinke that the feare. 
of God was in the King of that people, which were themſelves fc 

'wicked, that good Abraham ſaid, there was no feare of God in 
them. Bur the favour affoorded him is this, he was taught of 


' God his duty by a dreame ; Dreames were one of the ordi- | 


times : Pharaoh was ſhewed a thing in a dreame, and ſo was | 
Nebuchadnezar, bur God did not appeare unto them and ſpeake | 
to them in dreames, this was an ordinance of his I ſay, in which! 
moſt times hee uſed to teach good men. Now this was :2 note | 
of Gods kindnefſe to Abimelech, that hee fo taught him and 
not by heavy plagues, as hee did Pharaob King of Ezyp!: fore-! 
mentioned. How much more mercy {h-wzs the Lord to us, to 
whom hee ſhewes himſelfe in the word, and in the ptea-| 


ching of it, whereby wee are taught our camnable eſtate, and! . 


ſhewed the meanes of eſcaping it, and called upon with con-! 
tinuall threats and promiſes to uſe thoſe meanes, ler us pray! 
'to God to worke upon us by theſe his ordinances , that they 
may winne us to obedience in a thorough reformation of life, 
as cAbimelech was wonne to reforme this one fault, and then 
happy ſhall wee bee, But if wee imitate the naughtineſſe of 
 Tjracl, and harden our hearrs that wee may not hearken, then ſhall | 
this mercy aggravate our finnes, and wee ſhall onely have this' 
| fruite of it, wee ſhall know there was &' Prophet amongſt us, when 


' 


'nances whereby God did reveale his will unto men in thoſe | 


thoſe ;greater fearcfull puniſhments befall us which were former-, 
T ly 


Lito him in 
dreame oy 
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'to make you obedient hcearcrs, and then blctld be your carcs that 


| » removing of the chaſtiſement which was tc nt up In 


: ' tha: God ui {ome geo fo felall- Upon hun, by whi ch hee Was | 


and cured him and his houſe, Tins 1s a great favour of God, 


of Sar. & Viz. the barrennefle of all his {amily , for 4t 15 ſaid, 
{| 4 rf. "lt. ou God healed Abimclech, his wife, and his 0s; and 
' rs hand-m1414 cs, and d they COHCENT wed, [or hee þ. # faf ſtu; rg EVErY 


. hefie, and his women with barrenneſſe, and this crofle was rather 
; {cnt - gi him, as a mercy to keeps him from touching. m_ 


= — * —__ eee -_ 


© FY {be Example of L HAP.29, ;,&c. 


ly threatned againſt us in the word. Brethe cn, God doth not 
plealc to {pc ake tomen now in perion by drea mes, but hee reVEa- | 
Icth his will by Paſtors and Teachers, ſpeaking in his N>me. Hee 
hath imployed mce to you this thuty VCAarcs well nc ere, tO 1N- 
for :me you that you are but dead men, becauſe of the finnes you 
ave gone a WV horng a{tcr, and to threaten you W th dearh it 
VOu #2203 to leave them, and encourage you with promiſe of 
I1te. UPON Your CONVvcrting and alc! (dir oo O \W he! | will YOu hear- 
on as this man did; I bcſcech you bctore you come 4 Church 


to hcare, take ſometime to beg of God the ailitance of his SP! rit, 
-” 


I benefit afforded to this King .Avmelirh was _ thar 
- found God as favourable to him as could be, in a ſpeedy 


mn becaule 


I, 


wombe in ih e bouſc of QA brmel. ch, by Wiich 1 may bee tho. chr, 


diſabled from comming necre to Sara : Now fo ſoone as hee 
(! 114 retorme thc Tall, The Lo! a LAS Fd the Praycr of Abraham, 


to make haſt ro our deltvecrance, ap} VETY Qu: ckly t) hcare ovr 
owne praycrs, and the prayers of © ehers Made for us, and in-!| 
tantly to remove the miſcrics wich did le Upon us : for it the; 
long lying on of a crofle bee tedious and he: vy, becauſe of the | 
much {orrow it bringeth, and many comp! 1: 't wringcth from | 
the mouth even of 200d men, ſaying, Lord vow 1029 © then ſure- | 
ly freedome from all that anguiſh muſt bee received. as a point | 
O of SICar grace. O my Bretheren, doe you imitate © Abimelech | 
in the ſpeedy mending of your faults, that the Lord may alſo 
favour you ſo much : 2S to remove your croſſes quickly. if me 
quity bee in your heart, pur 1t trom you, and remoove 1t out of 
\ ca jlrmp rn: acle, and then your lroht ſhall ſhrine as the w:; Orme, 24S: 

ne of 10bs friendes {pcaketh tohim, ; But when we linger and holde | 
{1nre under our tongues, and are loath to caſt n away, no wonder it 
Goa coe take us in our owne nets as It were, and make forrowcs and | 
croiles linger as much upon us. Make haſt to obey God and amend | 
your lives, that he may allo- make haſt to heale, Theſe be Ammelehs | 
mMErciES. 

The croſles that the Scripture telleth us of, are no more but | 
one onely, wwz, Goa Gid ſtrike him with fickneſſe and weake- | 


— 
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nen 11 anger or diſpleaſure againſt him. Sickneſſe of a mans 
lon, witc and family are crofſes, but ſometimes the Lord ary 
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[end th them upon men in favour, to prevent divers finnes, which 
Elſe hee knowes they would have committed in that time, if 


' health had continued, Let us not murmure againſt GOD. be. 
| cauſe of ſuch croflts, but rather take notice of his goodnefle' 


'1n the fame, efpecially in point of lickneſle, if it linger upon 
| Us, ard thinke thus with our fclves, how many finnes might I have 
'runne into, if this bodily fecbleneſſe had not kept mee within dores. | 
And when wee bee ficke or otherwiſe affe&ted, let us rurne our / 
| thoughts round about us, to finde out it any {uch thing be, ſome 
| finne that wee ſhould have runne into but for ſuch prevention. See 
[it thine heart have not harboured ſome unconſidered fault, and fur- 
ther tne health of your bodics, by turning ficknefle into pur- 
| eing phyſicke for your foules. So have we finiſhed the example of 


thi s King. 


Somewhat about that time, there lived foure Kings, whoſe 


'names are recorded in holy Writ, but nothing at all for their 


praiſe, Their names were, '. CAmraphid King of Shinar, that Foure King 


'15, as 1t 1s thought, of Chalaea, or Babiln, where it may lceme 
| that Nimrod ereted a Monarchie, and it may bee that this man 


' was ſome ſucceſſor of his or one of his Poſtcrity, and would | 


:ncedes inlarge his Monarchie fo farre as -the land of Canan, with 
' whom Was Jovned _Amoch King ot Elkaſar, Chedariomer King of 
| Elam, and one Tydall King of Ntzons, What thele Kings were? 
or whether mentioned in Heathen Stories or not, it mw'ters not to 
| enquire, Bur here they are patternes of unjuſt violence in 
; Warre, They had the keener ſwords and therefore would make 
chemiclves Lords over other Kings, and compell the:n by brunt 
' of Warre to receive their yoke and acknowledge ſome Ho- 
| mage, Nothing more uſu3!l then for porent Kings to make at 
leaſt unnecelſary Warres for their growth in grcamniſle, ma- 


'ny times they doe not ſo much as alleadge a (hew of ticle , 


| but their owne ambition is the ground of their plea, and ſome-. 


\thmes they pretend moſt frivolous titles. So doe they diſquict 


themſelves and others, and cauſe much innocent bloud to bee | 
| ſhed, almoſt inforcing their Subje&ts ro become wilfull murde- | 


'rers. 


| Wee muſt bleſle God that hath cauſed us to live now a good | 


time under peaceable Princes, and muſt intorce our prayets to 
God begging the like mercy itil, The Conquering fide is otter 


' more miſerable by finning, then the conquered by ſlaughter or | 


—— - 


captivity. Bur God doth uſc theſe great Cockes of the game as | 


inſtruments of his Juſtice, to puniſh the naughrineſle of thoſe 
hat abuſe peace, and become more wicked by ſo great a be- 
[nefit. Let'us learne to take heede of wickedneſſe, that the God 
| of Heaven may not alſo make us a prey to violence and ambi. 
tion, And though you bee not Kings, to whom [ ſpeake, yet 


I pray you take heed that you runne not into the ſame fault, 
| T3 that 


- -——— 


CI eres ee eres et tt #4 4 hh —_— 


They vere 
\ tole lik, 


— On "ET 


—_—_ — 


— 


— — = _ 


CT IR 


—_ = 
HE” CLERIC ACE ee wt OO CO —_ 


ld —_— 


xx cw = —_—_—_— I ER I 


208 Gen. The Example of Cuavr.19,&c 


| 


[1on. 
| Their hang By: the maine finne that theſe committed, and which brovghrt 
| m1 was £4 | upon them their rume was this, that they would | necds take Lor 
5 1. among the S$0domites, SuppolCc the Sedomites dd owe them Ho. 
| domires. mage, and gave jult caule of quarrel, yet was Lot no Sodorntes 
| nor Patron of thcir rebellion. "They ſhout have ſpared him, 
—_ ' that never had beene their ſubj<ct, nor done them any wrong at | 
all: Indeed if Lot had gone to Warre againſt them, and invol 
ved himſclfe in the Sodomites evill cauſe ( if their cauſe were ' 
\evill} hee was juſtly taken captive with them, bur the briefenar- | 

' ration ſeemeth rather ro intimate otherwitc Cap. 1 A. verſe IT, 

12. They tooke the ſubſtance of Sodome, and 1heir wittuals and went * 

their way, and they tooke Lot alſo and 11:5 ſuvſlance, for hee dwelt | 

in Sedome, intimating as I faid, that hee was taken not 1n the bat- | 

tell, bur in the ſpoiling of the City afterward : but you fee what | 

J is the manner of inſulting conquerours , they {weepe away all | 
they meete, and every thing and perſon hall bee g90d bootie | 
that lies within their reach, but they ſmarr for this ſpoile ; for 
| | hence was «Abrabam juſtly occafionea ro pat forth his courage | 
| | for the reskue of his Kinſman , and fo were they deprived ! 
of the whole victory, becaufc they ſpared not a man whom they | 

TE. | ſhould have ſpared. Ir often falleth out, that one a& of inju- | 
| ; | < | Rice looſeth much that otherwiſe was juſtly gotten. Beware of 
| ſwallowing ill gotten wealth, ic hath a poylontull operation, and 

4 | like ſome ſuch evill ſimple in the ſtowacke, will Þring up the, 
| | JGo0d foode together with ill humours : 1c 15 {nd the King of 
=: | S1dome had rebelled, fo intimating a kinde of juſtification of 
IF | 4 the Warre with him , but it is not {aid char L ot had rcbel- 
| led, and. therefore they ſhould not have fſcized on him for 
the Sodomites ſake, Ule juſtice and take nothing from any man 
that is due unto him , neither puniſh any without right , | 
Echiefely touch not a good man that Icareta G OD, unleſle his 
| faults require that hee bee made ro finar: tor them: GOD can 
| | beare the carrying away Captive of many Sozomtes rather then of | 
=. one Let, | | 

Now conſider how God humblcth theſe great and inſolent Con: | 

querours, that carried all before them, hee armes CAbrahars a- | 

gainſt them with ſo, much wiledome and valour, that hee ſets 

upon them by night and diſcomfits them, atore they could well 

tell who it was that foughr with them. So i falleth out often, 

that God doth beare farre greater arnics by the farre tewer: Hee 

| that fcarcth God and hath a juſt cauſe, ncede never bee difcoura- 

{ : ocd from bartell, becauſe his companies are but frw. The God: 
| of Warre whom the Scripture cals 4 man of Warre, carries victo- 
SE} , ry 
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ry to that fide where hee pleaſerh to joyne, and tell mee if hee! | 
have not molt times given the greateſt victortes to his ſervants, | | 
when their enemies power was ſuch as farre ſurpaſſed theirs, | | 
Some truit in bow and ſpeare, but hee that maketh | | 
mention of the name of God, he is in bcſt pot | | 
ſibility ro become a victor. Take | | 
heed of waking God your cne- | | 
my, that maketh one manto | | 
chaſe ten, and ten to | 
flie before one. | 
2 | 
| ( A ) , 
| | 
| 
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NEE arc come along in Abrahams time to | 


Ghoſt tound nothing ſo much as like to any | 
vertue, which might be commended orimi-| 
tated in them, unleſle woe ay it may have | 
& alinle rcliſh of vercue that the King of S#-| 
Y dome after Abrahams victory over the foure | 
Kings, Gen 14.17,21, Went outto mecete A. 
& braham, and willed him to give unto him the | 
= and take the goods for a booty to his owne uſe, There | 
'm may ſceme to be a ſmall ſhadow of gratitude in that hee was wil- 
ling that 4%raham ſhould enjoy the ſpoile, bur if wee conſider the 
matter better, this will ſhewit ſelte ro be rather a vice, tor firſt, hee | 
doth not ſo much as thanke Abraham tor his hazard and paines in kigh-| 
ting withthoſe Kings, that had vanquithed himſelfe and his confe- | 
derate Kings, and made Captives anumber of his ſubje&ts, and wm 
thar whercas both perſons and booty were all Avrahams by the 
Law of Armes, becauſe he had wonne them in bartell, yer he is 
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| 
bold ro demand the perſons as if they were due unto himlelfe. | 


The Sodomeres | 


Wherefore Icannot perceive any good at all in this King,or any of his 


ſubjects. 
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ut for their faults an vices they be many y and 1 orear. The Holy 


Ghoſt [peaketh of them 1n generall and more particul rly. Fit | 
generall,Gern. 3.13. that they were w:cked and {jnners before the Lox. 
excecarnziy, and Gern.18.20. The cry of Sodome and Gomrtrah 1: 

and ther ſrnne [3 Very ZHICT'CMYS, Los you may {ce 1n_ them, that thy 
wicked nature of mat '5 apt to become out of meaſure fink. |:, and to 


bring forth exceeding orievous fiincs, and ſuch as mk - » nghry 


cry in the cares of God, even aS1t were wearying his pricnce and 


challenging his juſtic © for revenge. As a thing begining to rot » 
hecomes exceeding ro ren, even till it come to be very h1 h and aur, | 
and a man beginning O tt mbic * downethe hill, makes no ſtop r1i!l he 


come to the very ung of the hill, For both Gods r:ghreout- 
[nefle is offended and provoled to punith thein for a preſumpruons | 
and wiltull finne, by giving them over to their owne blindneflc | 
-and harinefle, and to Sarans POWET and temptations, and allo Satan 
1s carneſt to thruſt ſinners forward 1n the pathes of iniquury, thac if ir 
were poſhble, hee might ſatishe his hatred againſt mankindc, by | 
Mm aking them all as bad as himſelte, and alſo corrupt nature it {clfc | 
finding pleaſure, delight, and content in finne, 1s made more and 
noſe prone to finne, and ſo proccedeth further and further, tl the * 
| Lord (hall ſtrip them by oppoſing of his juſt vengeance; and cutting 
them ein the midſt of their wilderace. | 
| Learne we therefore to take heed of the beginnings of evill, and 
0 pon our {elves tocommit any finne out of 2 conceit chat It 1s 
{mall and httle, or yet becauſe wee meane to doe it but once, and 
then anecnd, for {inne once committed will quickly rerurne to tempt 
us againe, and will more caſfily prevai tle to breake forth the {econd 
tine then the firſt, and the third then the ſecond and fo forward.” I's 
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'notin a falling mans choice and powerto ſtop himſelfe when himſclic 


plcaleth, norinone tha: 1s ſinking in dc eepe waters to ſtay himliclte 


from ſinking to the very bottome. And alittle ſfinne doth bur make 


way for a oreater till at length there be ſpace enough for the greateſt 
ot all to ener, yea harder it will be to abſtaine from the viel and ! 
| moſt grievous at the Jaſt,then from the very leaſt of all at the firlt,pre- 
ſume nor therefore to ſinne out of any ſuch concelt. | 
| Aganne, it wec have finned in ſmaller degrees of evill, or once or 
twice done amiſle, let us make haſt to repent and turne, humbling our | 
ſelycs and craving power and helpe againſt our owne naughrineſſe, | 
otherwiſe it is certaine, that extremity of the moſt horrible wicked: | 
,neifes will grow upon us, and wee ſhall become like them of Sodom, | 
grievous finners, and excecding wicked before the Lord, and our fins | 
alſo will grow ſo rooring, asto waken the Lord out of his ſlumber of | 
patience and forbcarance, yea and if God have ſtopped usin the paths | 
 offinne, and not left us ro1he higheſt degree of wickedneſſe, we mult | 
acknowledge his goodneſle in keeping us from ſuchexceſle of naugh- 
tincle, and beware of boaſting our ſelves becauſe wee are not ſtarke 


' naught; tor did not a divine power — and bridle corruption, arr 
2 SR hol 
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The Sodomites, Cunarlg,&, 213 
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GEN. 


—_—_— BE . iÞ ” OT , : ; 
| hold it downe as it were by, ſtrong hand, there 1s no man inthe world 


ſo civill and ſo moderate, but he would breake torth into the greatc(t 
|exorbitancy of wickedncflc, as the leaſt coale of fire it it be nouriſhed | 
wich tewell and incited with blowing, will undoubtedly breake forth 
into a coninming flame within a lictle fpace of time. It we be leffe 
'cvill then others, God is more good to us, not our felves more good 
in our ſelves. Every carkafſc would breed wormes if it were not 1m- 
balmed or ſome way prelerved from purriſying. 
| Butnow wee proceed to conliderrtizc ſinnes of Sodome more particu- Their Fnnes 
larly. Firſt, as wee tindethem recorded by cAzofes in Geneſes, next "" POE. 
 asthe Prophet Ezekiel! doth afterwards taxe them by way of upbrai- 14, * 
ding 1ſracl with the ſame abhominarions. The fiſt finne noted in the 

Sodomntes is, Gen.1444. that having ſcrved the King of Saar twelve | 

yeares, inthe 14 they rebelled. Thoſe thar have beene ſubdued by 

another Prince, and received the yoke of tubjection at length, cove- 

nanting Homage and obedience (as 1n luch cafe they alwaics doe to 
redeemetheir Jives by their tervice) upon tich and tuch conditions, 

made betwixtthe conquerour and conquered, are very weary oft thc 

yoke for the moſt part, and watch all advantages of making themlclycs 

free againe by rebe!}ion, whenfocver they thinke rhemſclves ſtrong. 

enough to juſtific and beare out rheir rebellions : but wittout doubr, 
this courſe is ſinful! and unlawtull, becauſe it is a manifeft breach of an _ 
oath and covenant, which ought to be firmely kepr amongſt men even 

though a mans covenants be made to his owne di{advantage., There- 

fore was the Lord greatly difpleaſed with Zedeki4h the laſt of Salo- 

mms race Ithinke, that fare on the throne of Pavd, becauſe he re- 

belled againſt the King of Babel! Nebuchadnen tar, who had conque- 

red the land and made himſelte King over it, tor fo faith Z=ekre! the 
Prophet,Chap.17.vo.15. He rebelled againſt the King of Babel tm ſen- 

ding his Ambaſſadours to Egypt, ſhall heeſcape that doth ſuch things * or 

[hall he breake the covenant and bee delivered ® as 1 live ſaith the Lord 

God, ſurely in the place whoſe oath hee deſpiſed and whoſe covenant hee 

brake, he ſhalld die, and wer,i8., Seeing he deſpiſed the ouh by trea- 
king the Covenant when he had given bis hand and hath done all theſe_ 
things, hee ſhall not eſcape. The Lord you (ces offended with ſuch | 
 akinde of rebcll:on and puniſheth it, becauſe it is as you icc a defpi- | 
(ing of an oath and breachot a covenant, For indeed this is the way | 
totrouble the world and make warres everlaſting : though it be a | 
' fault in aneighbour Prince without juſt cauſe and ground, to make | 
Warre and conquer his bordering neighbours and bring them under | 
his yoke; yer when God by his providence hath made him conque- | 
rour, and the weakenefle of the conquered hath drawne them to ſub. | = 
jection, and now covenants and agreements of peace have beene | | 

| concluded upon, the breaking of the covenants doth violatetherules | 
of truth and faithfullneſſe amongſt men, and breeds new troubles and 
 broyles there, where might have beene much peace and proſperity |. 
\ifthey would have beenecontented to have borne the yoke ; as Ieremy | 
is 
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Ss withed to command the kings whom xcluhiis ar had con-. 
quered that they ſhould doe, Chap. 31, 2.----9. The Lord then, 
hat is alover of truth and peace, coth not likely leave \uch rebclli- 
ons unpunithed, | 

This therefore muſt cauſc us to deteſt much more, as a much more 


= aine and tcarctull crime, the finne of rebellion, againſt thoſe more 


F 


! 


ul Kings and Princes, to whom we owe more lubj<Ction, as 


tc? 
> 


; DE fy es natura [i | HOrne {11 Ojects, and 4110 on VV. $64 tycd OUr {cly CS 


4 by anwvath ot allegiance and Joyaly, for the more contrming of us ; 


| ney me 
10! | 
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' in our duty, and {tronger tying our conſcicncestolt. And the Pope 


that takerh upon him. ( for his owne advan tage you may be {ure ) 
to Vitlolye and unloole {uch oathes, d! iſpencing wirh them, and pre- 


rendir g 7 tree mens conſci nccs Fonl the ob IgAtION of them, and 
from all darger ot finne by breaking mem, carricth himiclfe ex- | 


cecding wickedly, and is moſt exrreamety in 1:21s to the conlci- 
Ci\CCs ot men, and to the peace 2 of the woild, and molt panama, y | 
bolde againſt the name of God, and the {acti d and inv Js Ower. 
} an 0: wh. Bee you advertilec, that this 1s to fect hi nſclfc al DOVE 
Gd. in undertaking to diſpence with an oath taken by the holy | 
name of Gods which the Lord himfclfe did never yet ciſpence 


withall, for hee that diſpencech with the conſcience, muſt be Lord 
of the conſcience, and hee that Giffolveih an oath, muſt be greater | 


then he that bindceth to the oath, and by the oath, and that'is the 
livins God alone, whoſe Nume 1s 1 wocated in an oath. Where-. 
fore ibho:r- you this man of linnes impious boldnefle, and learne. 
1!fo to abho: re all manner of rebellion, lea ning of pomen, not to 
meddle with the ſedirious, bur to feare God and honour the King, 
and ſhew all good fidelt y and allegiance unto him for conſcience. 
R-b:llion againſt out Kings cannot be {cpera red irom redcilion againſt 
God, a i ths all.> is like the finne of wirchcraft gr Idols. If 1/rae! 
uit beare the yoake of the King ot Bavell, how much more every 
people of their raturall Liege, Lora and Soveraigne? And this isthe 
firft fin of ihe Sodomztes. 

The next is, that when We Lord &:d ſcourgethem by the hand ” 
Amraphel and his confe:iierates, fa that Lacy loſt the day , and many , 


' of t; 46 th cir HIVES, and ! 1c = their 1bertic 3 3 and their IO0US» and | 


after d&el:vered them againe by the valour of Abraham, they were 
not any whit amenced vv th's chaſti{ement, but their wickedneſle 
continued till to makethe tame out cry 4nd ſhrill clamour 1n the eares 
of God, as he rold Abrahim before. Tt 1s 2 great wickedncfle, not 
C0 profit by COrrections ; Fee that hardencth hts heart bein” often Yee 

roved, miich more corrected, thatl Re? fail ime miſchrefe. God 
complaines of Iſrael, why ſhould yee bee ſonitten any more? and a againe, 
thy children would receive no corre. iicn, It is apgreat Prove cation to a 
14a againſt his infertours, 1! he have puniſhed them forany offence, 
ang cannot inc them one whitamended. Incortigibleneſle increa- 
C.th wrath in all ſuperiours. For, firſt it i5a fiuſtrarion of their hopes 
and ; 
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and labours, and that is tedious. Secondly, it is a proofe that the | 
' offender is utterly heardened in an evill courſe, and thar doth ſtop 
the way againlt all further proceeding of clemency, and makes juſtice | 
 arme it ſ{clfe with. vengeance, when mercy would be but abuted if 
' it ſhould ſhew it felte. Bee warned therefore to compare your 
| owne ſelves with theſe Sedomtes, and judge betwixe the Lord and 
your ſelves, if you alſo have not profited naught by his corrc&:. 
' ONS. 
| [1 will preſſe the point upon you in reſpet of every mans owne | 
particular, hath nor God aftiited thee 2 made thee growme andcom- 
 plaine with loſſes and croflcs, and more then one or two calamirice, 
and yct after deliverance granted, you have returned ro your yomir. 
| and againe are become wallowers in the mire, even vivine over |; 
your ſclves to the ſelfe ſame crime, for which your ovne {oriteg did | 
{mite you in your miteries, and told you plainely rhat for tne ver y | 
things thc Lord {cnt tho{c reſtimoriies Of ne Ciipleature againſt | | 
'youz {0 great is that agorava ion Ot thy fauir, and will cauſe 
'the Lord to make his rods more ſmarting, and it future amend- ; 
; ment upon future and worſe croſſes doe not come berwixr, to. 
'cur thee of and deſtroy thee at once, as here you fee in Sodome, 
Indeed the moſt horrible abomination thar they did publikely | 
live in', required fo extraordinary and publike a puniſhment, | 
' but the particular fault of one particular man in a matter vilc 
enough though not fo loathſome, ſhall ſurely procure another / 
and a forer chaſtiſement, or clic even utter deſtruaion at length. : 
' Let this admonition enter into your foules, and move you to rc.- 
pent now of that hardneſte of your hearts, which cauſcth you | 
Not to repent upon 2 former adverſity, or elſe be ſure, that you | | 
thall treaſure up wrath to your ſelves againſt the day of wrath, you | 
that doe preſently liz nnder any hand of God, ſer ro the matter of | 
finding out and reforming your offences, and be much more earneſt] | 
with God to make the crotfſe profitable to you in that behalfe, then | | 
ro remove ir from your ſhoulders. And you that have come lately 
out of a crofle, and now are gotten againe into a Jarge place, beware | 
of forgetting the hand of God, let the preſent exhortation ſtirre you 
up to doe better then the Sedomites, Say in your conſciences, was 
it not a ercat folly in them, and a juſt forerunner of their finall ruine 2 
hae captivity tooke away nothing from their finnes : why will you 
commit the ſame ſinne which you cannot but condemne in them 2 
They Þad no publike admoniſhioner amongſt them, that did con- 
tinually perſwade them to profit by that calamity, and putting them 
in remembrance of the Jamentable condition in which they were! 
 falne, wiſhed them earneſtly to ſtudy reformarion of life. God hath 
made you his people, hath fetled his ordinances amongſt you, and 
ceaſeth not daily to remember your of your duty : without doubt: 
your finne in not being bertered by crofles, ſhail oftend him 10.times | 
| more then that of Sodom, and you ſhall finde by experience, that = 
| | wiltul- 
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willulncſſe is the greater, by how much the mcanes of reclaiming have 


bcene greatcr, 

I procced now to a third finne, and that 1s their unnaturall filthi- 
ncfle, in offering to commir that foule crime of buggery with rhe 
ſtrangers that Cainc ta lodge amongſt them for anight, and were but 
men as they conceived by their ouward behaviour, thovgh indeed 


they were Angels. Take notice of the lewdnefle of theſe, worle rhen 


bea''s, and learne to have 1t in utter deteſtation. Fiſt, the crime | 


\tlelfe. Secondly, the circumitances aggravating the Cr:Mme. 


The crime 1t (If iS thar baſe and == ay 4nd w alien brutiſh wic- | 


kedncfſe, of confounding the ſexes which God hath in the creation | 


 Ciftinguiſhed, For he made the Male and Female, but theſe beaſts 


' would needes ſo much as was in them, take away that ſo neceſtary 


thc 


and uſctull deſtintion, and would have abuſcd Males as if chey had 
' beene Females, and turned men into women for the ſatisfactton of 


ir prodigious luſt, and thar not out of a kind of forced neceſſity, 
Vi avie inthe boyling of their unruly appetite here was not 2 Woman 
to be had, but mcercly out of the finnetulnefle of cherr defires, which 
made them take more delight in that which was againſt nature, and 


leaving the natural! ſocicty « of the woman, they flamed 1n their luſts | 


rowards man-kind, and as they had no queſtion wrought villanic 
one with another, to now they would have violent!'y commited 
the ſame outrage. upon others, This is an horrivle finne, forbidden 
by God in the Law under paine of death, Lev.20.13. the Apoſtle | 
fairh,.1 Cor.g. that abuſers of themſelves with man-kinde, ſhall not inhe- 
rut the kingdome of God. It there be any light of nature lcfrin a mans 
minde, he cannot bur ſce the wickeduefic of this fact ; for ſccing | 
the Lord ordeined the conjuction of man and woman, for the im- 
peopling of the world and multiplication of man-kind, ic cannot but 
be againſt nature altogether ro power our luſt in ſuch afoulc taſhion, 
as that it becommeth urre rly impoſſible to -attainc the proper end of 
{uch meeting, whereforcthey are carried brutiſhly after ſcnſuall plea- 


{urc witha tact from the fruit that God and nature intend, which ; 


| 


| 
i 
| 


— = 


doc give themſelves over to this filthincſſe, [This 1s the crime of S0- | 


domitry, fo entitled from theſe Monſters of men that were the firft 


publike committers of ir, But how ordinary it was in Athens and | 


Rome among both Latine and Grecian even Philoſophers and men k 
accouncd worthy and excellent 2 the Stories will not ſuffer us to be 


Ignorant, And S. Pal aftirmes, that the Lord of purpole to avenge 


— 0 I 


himſclfe upon their i! mpicty, 1n not finding out his true worſhip, but 
changing the Image of th Hear vow God into an imaze made {the 


unto a corraptible 3 man, avd worſhipping the creature beſides the Creator, 
aid grve them up unto uncleaneneſſe 1s their owne hearts luſts, to diſhonour 
their bodies among ſt themſelves, and thoſe that changed tbe truth of God, 


Sg trarh which concerned God and the knowledge of him, to 4 | 


ze, and ſetup images of him, did after put out the light of nature into 
darknefſe, and the naturall uſe into that which was againſt nature. 
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GaN. the Sodomites. C na e£.15,&c. 


{bould grow fo utterly unreaſonable, as to preferre this filthinctle 
before that which is agreeable to the courſe of nature 4 Surcly 
becauſe when luit hath once taken poſleſſion of a man, and that he 
doth not finde his expected farisfattion therein, then the ID: vel! 
inflameth his fancies to try new and ſtrange wayes of content! 
himſelte, untill he have multiplied his finnctull inventions to the 
urmoſt, and ſpent himſcltc in a truitlefle purſuing of what he cannot 
overtake. 

Now conſider the icverall aggravations of their finne, Furſt, in re- 
gard of the perſons to whom they intended to offer this villanie, cven 
men that came within their gates to lodge and fſ{ccke ſhelter trom 
wrongs. Had they not filthy perſons enough among theratclves to 
pleaſe their liibidinous fancies withall « but they muſt force honeft 
and vertuous men to ſuffer ſuch anindignity, Luft is cver the more 


blameworthy in exerciſing it ſelte, by how much it uleth more vio- | 


lence to cffc its defire. It prevaileth by force worſe then by per- 
(waſion, although wickedly cnough cither way, for here is a double 


wrong done to the ſame perſon, one of polluting, another forcing | 
to ſuffer, Abhorre vou all manner of impurities, but eſpecially loath | 
to give luſt ſuch an headſtrong command over you, that it ſhould com- | 
pell you by force and ſtrength to compel! others to ſuffer yourunchaſt | 
offers. And if any man hath by wreſtling, and ſtriving, and might | 
even overcome arefiſting perſon, Jet him bewaile the finne the more, | 
' becaule it is the greater, clic the Lord will violently puniſh him, thar | 


violently abuſed another. 

Againe beware of offering hard meaſure to a ſtranger, the more 
helpleſle any man is, the more charity commandethto pity him, the 
lefſe to wrong him: eſpecially ro be fo madded with luſt, as that a 
man ſhould impure one with filthy afſayes whom he never ſaw before, 
this is to ſhew a moſt licentious and unſatisfiable humour, that is not 
contented, unlefle beaſt-like, it may have any it fees at any time. 
Thar luſt will know no bounds which is carried after every ſtranger, 
and it is the property of luſt, when it hath overlaſhed more then it 
ought, to disdaine all bourds and limits. Perhaps theſe Angels ap- 
pcared in the forme of very beautifull young men, and that might 
cauſe the filthy Sodomnites to caſt libidinous lookes upon them, bur 
howſocver it was, luſt doth not confine it ſelfe alwayes to beauty, 
it is of a raunging humour and loveth variety, and might it have all 
inthe world bur one, it would not be pleaſed without that one allo, 
as other deſires in their kindesare infinite and inſatiable. 

Another aggravation of their wickedneſle, is from the perſons that 
committed it, not one vile fellow, or three or foure companions in 
villany, conſented together to a&t ſuch a hideous part, but all the 
men of the city, ould and young, all from every quarter aſſembled 
together, by which it is manitcſt, that rhe City was univerſally cor- 
rupted, and that there was not a civill honeſt man left amongſt them, 

V but 


_— 


287 | 


Now how ſhould it come to paſle, that any one indued with reaton 
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our al! were cured abhominable buggerers, and did take pleaſure 


_ either to at thar filchinefſe themſelves or to ſee it acted by others, 


% 
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a Is 2 tearcfull thing, when {uch grievous crimes grow common, 
en all commit them or !! = or them, none reproveth, none op- 
obſcrh them, but every one makes another worle then he would be, 
ar 30 man will th1nke Ae wW! icked, which 1s done by cach man in the 
tOWNe Or COUNTCY, as well as by himſclfe. Men follow ſinne amaine, 
vhen they ſwimme downe the ftreame of example unto it ; they 
make themſclves bold to doe whar all doe, and can hardly make 
them(clves belceve they oftend in going with the heardas it it were, 
o Ice us refiſt the overgrowing of finne, the overſpreading of all, 
at it be not as a ſpreading fretting leprofie : Seidome is ir, that hi. 
i as S finnes grow rommony bur that ſome common vengeance ftol. 
loweth, and: yer you ſee the natureeven of the worlt ſinnes to be {uch, 
tar they will ſpread themſelves by little and become unrverlall di- | 
falls, and when every man hathrhem, none knowes how to {2 ath1- | 
med of chem,or carcth to cure them: 

Bur {ce here the old Gecrepit goares, that were now icirce able! 
to ice or heare or wag abroad, ycr theſe had as Iuftfull minacs as the. 
youngelt there, and whar they could not a becauſe of weakenefl; ; 
yct the ſtrevgrh of their unmortified luſts did make them delight to | 
behold, and attempt to pertorme fofarre as they could, lr is not age | 
that will quench luſt, this faulr ſtriketh in the fancy and will notbe | 
cured by bodily inabilities, they can love to ſpcake wantonly, and to | 
attempt this worſt of evill, that yet are impotent throughage. Bur, 
ah, itis a moſt undecent thing to fce the {innes of youth prevailing in | 
times of age, It were monſtrous to behold greene apples on a tree ! 
in winter, Ifthe froſt of a; Je Cannot nip the blofſomes of libidinous 
defrres, how great was that heate ! who can thinke that he 1s ar all 
mortified in orhier things, where nature affordcth lefle helpe, that 
hath not prevaited againit the things that ſhould cycn dic of them- 


— —_ 


\[clives. Buritis ſure, that length ot time will not conquer his hateful] 
paiſion, unlefle grace be oranted from above, the elder adultercr 1s 
the moſt neighing, ke defireth ſo much the more, by how much ke 


_ 


can cftc& lefte, as you ſee it in ſome kind of creatures whom the 
knite hath cauſed to ceaſe ro be perfect males. O it any old mana- : 
mor git you have a wanton hcart, head, hand, tongue, and gives him- | 
ſeitero pleaf aſc himfelfe with dalliances, and laſcivious oeſtures, m_ 
and cairiages, Ict him be exceedingly abaſed in himſelfe, the con- | 
1deration os ones anctentneſſe makes the leaſt attempt in him more ; 


lowhiome, thenany act ina young ſtripling, ſo long as one 1s carricd | 


with the'fervour of youth tO ſuch offences, rhere is hope tharage will | 


remper, but in whom theſe fires continue ſparkling, when his body 
5 litrle warmec then a dead carkaſſe, what hope can be conceived of 

Ms amendment © what charity can thinke that hee will ever 6 

chaſte for hee 15 not chaſtethat cannot, bur hee that will not be laſci- 


VIOUS. 
But | 
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| But ſee here young men as w well as old, the Holy Ghoſt nameth 
!not alone men come to the vigour of their youth, bur cyenthe youn- 
'ger youths that were ſcarce paſt child-hood, theſe allo learnt of 
[the elder, and it plcaſed them to be preſent where filrhy deedes were | | 
(done, V crily, child-hood will ſoone receive the infection of luſt, | 
and there is ſcarce a finne that will thew it {elte more carly in imita- | 
[ting thoſe cvill ſpecches or actcs it hearcs or ices; young ones will 
 drinke inthis poiſon greedily, and will fhew that themicelycs arc of 
 kinneto the elder, by bendingthe ſame way. How carctull thercetore | 
ſhould elder perlons be, to  forbeare all {uch wordcs and carrioges 
| before thele buds, as may begin to ſeaſon with cvill roo roo ti 11 ly * 
and why ſhould any be ſonaught as Fycrlo me parents hays beene, 70 
delight to teach their childeren libidinous ſongs and c: IITI2gCs ore 
| lovefinne to well, thatthey delightro inflrudt youns 3 ONE'S IN tl1 
ind obſccne trade. Hath any amon oft you ſpate our this verome 1n 
[the prelence of young ones, to make them {ooner wicked then cle 
'thev would 2 O how very great is his finne, whoſc flthinetf= will 
live in another when himfclfe is dead. A man hath more cauſe to 
bewai!c the contagion ot his luſt in this kinde, then the Juſt ir ſclte in 
himſclfe, he may kill it by repentance,bur what will he 40e toſtop the 
conmagior in another. = - | 
| Agiine, the fault is exceedingly aggravated from the manner of 3, Fromzhe | 
; doing. Firſt, they carried themſelves moſt impudently in this mar. i vi do 
ter, they ſtucke nor to tell their minde plainly, brinz thews out to us, | * * | 
| fay they, and they doe nor pretend any honeſt errand, nor will ſo. | 
[ much as goe about the buſh 3 little to ſhelter their navghtineſſe, till | 
| opportunity ſcrved to put it in practiſe, but as if ir were the moſt. | 
honeſt occaſion that might be, they proclaime, that wee may know | 
thew. The Holy G hoſtabhorreth turpituce of ſpeech, and theretore | | 
delivers their meaning in a moceſt phraſe, but whither they affected | 
| any ſuch modeſt vaile of ſpeaking, its greatly queſtionable, at leaſt it | 
'is more probable, that thoſe which would declare their mindes ſo | 
| openly and fo loudly, wou!d utter it alſo as broadly, for ſhame is the | 
| onely pull-backeto theſe kinde of looſe ſpeeches. Menteareto ſpeake | 
 grofſely, becauſe they would not be thought fo vile as to delight in 
filthinefſe, and he rhat would be knowne to intend ſuch a leudneſle, : | 
no queſtion but he would alſo pleaſe | himiclfe inthe worſt phrates he 
could; Invent. 
 Impudency in finne, eſpecially in this finge againſt which God. | 
hath pleafed to arme corrupt nature with fome dcorec of ſhame; tor | 
wereit not a matter of reproach to offend in this kinde, how few would | 
live chaſtely in their younger and wilder dayes? nay ſcarce in their 
elder. Mens credit is dearer to them then their ſoule, pleaſure would 
; Conquer conſcience in thoſe in whom it cannot conquer vaine-glory: 
| bur I ſay impudency in all finnes, chiefely in this finne, doth make 8 =» | 
| it out of meaſure wicked : they canner bluſh,ſaith the Prophet, they de- 143-9 | 
\Clere their ſinne line Sodome, they know not how to be aſhamed when they | 
W 2 had 
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bad done evill, Ir is afigne that a man hath ſtript himſelfe of the 


nature of a man when he begins nor to be aſhamed of ſinne eſpeci-/ 
ily not of this {i1ne. A beaft hath not the underſtanding to dilcerne 
 theturpitudeofcvill, therefore he cannot be aſhamed, ſo the ſhame- | 
 lefle isturned into a very beait, having loſt the {ence of good and. 
evill : ſuch aone,it any, hath gotten to himſeife that which is called 
a reprobate minde, a minde that cannot tric or proove things, that 


' can put no aifference, 


| Therctore lcarneto preſerve ſhamefaſtneſſe in your ſelves, and ro 
| know how to bluthit is the colour of vertue in the younger ſort, which 
| ſhould oncly therefore be {cparated from elder perſons, becauſe they 
' thould then be more perte& thento ſay or doe things that might oc- 
| cation itclie mpudencic in viceis the more loathlome by how much 
the head 18 grayer; Indeed want of ſtore of bloud will not give fo. 
'red2 hueto the cheekes, but if anold man be not more confounded 
| within himſclfe for his wickednelle then a younger, it is a figne that 
| is age hath proficed little in ability of judging, and ciicerning evil! | 


from g00d and good from evill. It any among you finde himſclte 


1|to haveabrazen tore-head, that isnever awhit abaſhed ar the doing | 


, of evill, chictcly of wanton deeds, that he cares not much who ſees 
or knowes, what dirt is harboured in his minde, he is necre neighbour | 
to 2 Sodomite. | 

Kut as they did it impudently, ſo moſt wilfully, for when Lot by 
loving Jehorrations, and (as any but a brutiſh perſon would have con- | 
ceived) offers of that which might have berter contented them, then 

'that which they propounded (even his owne two daughters virgins) 
yet they grew diſdainetull towards him, ſtand farre of or beyond, the 
wordis, approach beyond, as muchas in our phraſe, get thee farther of, 
and accuſing him of great inſolencie, that being a ftranger would 

needs make himfelfe a \udge, (He rakes upon him as a chicte ruler in 

the conccir of a wicked manthat ſezkes to drive him from his finne) 
they fall to threaten, that chey will deale worſe with him then with | 
chem. So gentle words did rather exaſperate them, then any thing | 
mirtgate their eagerneſſe, therefore the Angels pulling 1n Zo? linto | 
them into the houſe, ſtrike the men with blindnefle, a kinde of gid-! 
dincile cf braine and dazeling of cycs, liketo thoſe that have ted of | 

{ome k:nde of roote that makes then little 1cfſe then wilde and mad 
tor thetime, they could rot finde the deore by groping, and yet con- | 
tinned ſill ro wearie themſelves by groping after ir. | 

Here js the greateſt obſtinacy and wilfullnefſe in finning that could | 
be imagined, when not alone no loving difiwaſion could withdraw | 
their mindcs from ſuch a ſhamefull attempt, but even the heavic and. 
mediate hand of God was unable to pull them backe from contt- | 

nung 113 their horrible and outragious onſets, God might by force 
| hold them from doing theevill, but from indeayouring to doc it no- 
thing would kinder; tro be ſo hard-hearted in a fintull courſe, that 


neither words nor blowes will ſo much as interrupt a man 1n his. 
| naughtineſle, 
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'naughtineſſe, or cauſe himto turne a little aſide, or make a little ſtop 
init, but thathe ruſheth like a horſe intothe battcll, plunging hin; 
{clfe in it ikea madman running to drowne himle/te,and with violence | 
triving torid himſelte of them that ſecke to hinder hin trom wor- | 
king his miſchiefe, this may ſceme as high a degree of finnine, as that | 
of the Sodomites, | 
O take heed that ſinne lay not ſo faſt hoid upon you, let it notbe 
ſo adlolute and mighty a commander. I pray 'you examine your 
{clves, whether you havenot fnned groficly, boldly, wiltully, and 
,obſtinately in ſome other kinde, as the Sodozites 1n maſculine luſts, | 
'at Icaſt whether you have not Ciſcovered the ſame faults in lefler de-! 
 grees, and know thar more deepe remorſe and wounding of heart is | 
neceſlary to be {ought atter by all men for {innes that have fo many | 
weights 2ttheir heeles to make them heavier. They muſt read our 
{oules more, which are Jaden with ſuch conitdera' ions, Was not the 
ſinne groſſe 2 Yes, Did Tnot commit it preſumptuouſlys Yes, Did | 
I not co:amic it ſhameleſly « Yes. Did I cot commit it wiltully « | 
Yes, Did Inatpeitſtin it againſt dehortaions? Yes. Was I ſofu- | 
rious that fome ſtrong hand of God befailing tn the inſtant could | - 
not hinder mee? Yes. O then how S2downtical was this finne, and | 
' how ſhovid I wonder that I ſhould fo tare ſurpaſle all bounds | 
and breake all bands as to commit ici acrime ta ſuch a inars | 
NET, 
Bur hereis one fault particularly to be nored in Lots ſonnes in Law, | The 
their Father ſought to gerthem out of that place, and-ſo out of that | LR” y 
plague, and therefore by commiſſion from the Angels, went forth | wauld nur be bs 
| rothem, acquainted them with the perill and beſought them to fave | {ee 5 thar | s | | 
' themſelves, they count his words no better then the doating dreames| ** ml 
of anold man, and will not be mooved arall, unlefic ir be ro laugh A p 
'at him, and ſo they burne with the other Sodomites, becauſe they 'Yiit 
' would not beleeve their danger. Thus doemen yet ſtill pull perdi- 
tion on themſclves, the Miniſters of the Goſpell preach to us to the | - #8 
ſame purpoſe, that Lot did ſpeake unto his ſonnes in Law. Come ! | 
'out of ſuch and ſuch a finne, for God will ſurely deſtroy the com: | 
| mitters of it, and what ſucceſſe doe we meete withall? After many | 
[an houre beſtowed in ſeeking to make men ſee, that ifthey doe ſuch | | 
things, they ſhall not inheritthe Kingdome of Heaven, but ſhall fall 
into the Lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, wee have no | | 
' other fruit, our words appeareto themas it they were the words of ; | [ 
| one that mocked or were in jeſt, they will not be made tothinke q þ 
that any ſuch danger is neere them. Tell mce, I beſeech you what you | | 
thinke 2 might not Lots two ſonnes have cſcaped this fire of Sodome_s i 
if they would 2 Whar was the cauſe of their periſhing, but becauſe ' 
they would not beleevetheir Father in Law 2 alſo they might have | & 0 
 leftthe City with him and eſcaped the brimſtone. Surely beloved | Fl 
'you ſhall be able to alledge nothing ar the laft day ro make your 


deftrution more tollerable, for why doe you periſh bur be- [| 
| V 3 cauſe | 


_— 


O_— ww  — _ 
— — — — 


— _———{ﬀ.< 


" 


—* ys © IomIEuEes << ITO LD... —_—— Coo ERR wr 


— hc. ee en 


The laane 4 | 


| a Is 
f 


OI 4 
—— ww Ie CO ENT 6 | 


— — 
© -» lA - —_ 
_— ———  —_— 


_ 
= £75 


—_— YI RY 
- - 


A i is UA ee 


| | 3232 


 ————_— —_— 


. 
.-_— — <— — 
# 
> 


TC ooo - 
=_. gy Wer <a cc. co... _— —— —_—_—_— 2 
cc 


OO — 


(ther hanes 
| of the Sodg- 
mUIcey. 

I Piige 


f 


(Gs no. . The Example of C ya P.I9,&c 


| 


 — —— —— -  - _ 


— 


:11 not give credit to the threats of God 2 and 1a- 
bour to leave all finne which you may as well indeayour to leave, 


if your wilfullncfie did not hinder, as Lets ſonnes might have left 


Sodom? 5. 

If you ſay,we could net beleevethole worcs, 

I anfiver, truce, but even as theſe wretches could not beleeve their 
Father, becauſe by hardening themſelves in evill they had made 
themſclves obttinate againſt every thing that croſfled their carnall de- 
fires. Itis a fearefull finne Brethren, to be no otherwiſe affected to | 
the threats denounced againſt your finnes by Gods Miniſters, then 


' 25 theſe gracelefſe young men, even to thinke them but words of 


' ſnorr, counterfeit words which haye no truth nor ſubſtance in them, 


' bur were very mockery and ſcoftage : fo thought theſe tooliſh fel- 
 lowes, but in the moraing they were made to feele whatthey would 


vaine repented theirill entertainement of their Farher in Lawes ſpce- 


— — 


not belceeve at midnight, when they ſcorched inthe flames, they in 
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cis and perſwaftons, and ro no purpoſe wiſhed that they had beene 
over-intreated by him. A number of you live in the ſelfe-ſame 


finne, hee that threatens hell-fhre and deſtruction again!t you, for 
' your drunkenneſſe, filthinefſe, revenge, worldlinefle, is counted a | 
\ mocker, an idle fellow, that knowes not whar hee ſaith, but muſt ' 
ſay ſomething when he is gotten into his Pulpit, and no morc recko- | 


- — 


ning doe you make of it: but when death hath carried your ſoules | 


'to hell, then you ſhall too late accuſe your owne folly, and wiſh | 


_ ———— 
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you had hearkened with more belicte. O accept thele threats with | 
taich, that they may draw you out of finne and fave you out of | 
hell. | 

The finnes of Sodome related by e<Atofes you have heard of. 
The Prophet Ezekiel by way of upbraiding Indah, relates ſome. 
other finnes together with this, as you may reage, Ezek, 16. 49. 
Pride, fullneſſe of bread, and abunaance of idleneſſe were in her, 


and 11 her daughters, and they fixengthened not the hand of the poore © 
' and needy, and they were hauzhty and committed abhomination beforc 


| WEED a 


Firlt, the Holy Ghoſt teileth us of their pride, this is 2 grievous | 


vice, pride of heart is afearetull finne. 'Tis like agreat ſwelling in 
the body, which unfiteth it for any good ſervice, and is apt to pu- | 


- trite, and to breaks and runne with loathſome and fovle matter. So 


doth this pride diſable the ſoule from any good duty, and at Iſt 
breakes forth into moſt odious and filthy deeds that caule irto be tedi- | 
ous to God and man. The Scripture often condemneth it, and pro- 
counceth heavie threats againſt ir, Pſ/al.73.6. a wicked man is bla- 
med, becaulc pride compaſſeth him 4s 4 garment, he wearcth it upon | 
himſelte as ſome faire and gorgeous robe of which hee is ſo farre 
trom being aſhamed, that he rejoyceth in it, and thinketh himſeltc | 
to be made more comely and honourable by it, and Prov.$.13. hee 
faith, the feare of God & 10 hate pride, amongſt other things there _ 

| med. 
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CEN. 
'med. Ir muſt needs be concluded to be a fearctull offence, the ha- 
cred of which muſt needs ariſe from the feare of God. Ir is bla- 
'med in an Heathen Nation, 7er.48.29. Wee have heard of the pride 
of Moab, he u exceeding proud, his loftineſſe, arrogancie and pride, and 
the haughtineſſe of his heart, The Prophet faith ot the Tewes ro0,Chap 


— - —— 


13-13. thar hee will weepe ins ſecret places for their pride, And our 


43. 
Saviour reckoning up that abhominable litter and broode of finnes 
; which have their original! in mans heart, that is, his corrupt in- 
| ward diſpoſition, amongit the rcit nameth pride, CAtarke7.22. And 
| how much God hateth this vice, is evident by the threats which in 
| his Word he hath thundred againſt it. S. Peter ſaith, 1 Fpift. Chap. 
5.5. God reſiſteth the proud, hee (ers himſelte againſt him as in an 
 armic ordered for the battell, he is alwaics in the fi-!d as ir were 
' with his rroopes ranked and ready to give the onſet 2nd take every 
advantage of doing him miſchicte, $4/o-n faith, Prov.1r.2. Whey 
pride commeth then commeth a fall, a man is apt to runne into moſt 
ſhametull faults, and ſo tobring upon himſclte rhe greetelt of all re- 
proaches when'once hee giverh pride the poflciſion of his heart, and 
, after, Prov.16.2$. Pride goes before d:ſlrnition, This ſinne is a nc- 
| ceflary forerunner of ruine, it is an Harbenger to note out a lodging 
| place for miſery and calamity, and Chap.29.23. A mans pride ſhall 
| bring him low, truly low enogzh, even as low as hell ir felfe, for 
| mult ir not ncedes caſt him lowand low that maketh God his utter 

enemy. 
Ie muſt be aloathſome vice, if wee conſider the cauſes whence 


it comes, and the fruits which it produceth. The roote of it is no- | 


thing but ignorance or follic or both; Ignorance is rhe notknowing 
of what one ſhould know, Folly the not uſefull confidering of what 
one doth know, and were nor the heart made ſtarke blinde with one 
or both of theſe vices, ir could never ruſh into pride. For ſo meane is | 
A manin his very Creation chat he comes of duſt and nothing, and in | 
| his finfull corruption, now much more meane when he is of his Fa- | 
'ther the Divell as the Scripture faith, nothing bur the ſpawne of 
' Hell, and a very baſtard miſ-begotren by the Prince of darkenefle, 
and ſubje& to ſo many miſeries here, and to ſuch a weight of erernall 
' miſery hercafter, that if he wereduely informed of this baſeneſle,and | 
did rightly belceve ir, and confider of it, hee could not poflibly be | 
puffed up with a good conceit of himſelfte. But his high fancics are | 
'ever ſtrong and working in him, when his heart is ſo filled vp with 
' darkenefſe and blindneſfle, thar either he doth not at all or not ccr- 
tainely know theſe things. A drunken beggar will carry himſclfe 
like ſome Emperour, and he cares forno man, becauſe he hath not the 
; w ittotake notice of his owne baſeneſſe, So it is with the proud 
man, ſo very a foole heeisrhat hee cannot inſtru himſelfe of his 
| owne contemptiblenefle, and therefore he is apt to belifred upin him- 
 ſelfe, now folly and ignorance be ſo vile things themſelves, that no 
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| naturall iſſue of them can chooſe but be like themſclveseven finfull and 
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Againe, the ces of it are exceeding hurtfull, the puniſhments ir | 
OM cauſcth the Lord to lay upon men are great, as you heard be. | 
| fore, he is a protciled enemy to him, hee hath threatned to pull him | 
1:218.14.  downe, Hee that exalteth him{elfe jha!! be abaſed. God will marre theL | 
Is FIN pride of men and (| aine their exceilencie, and he plagues them often in| 
| | \their bodies and ſtares, by giving them up to ſuch abſurd carriages, as 
/doc pull ruine upon themſelves, and alwaics in their ſoules by giving 


| them upto the hardneſle of their hearts, fo that they be ot all the | 


moſt impcnitent and irrcformable, and therefore it is ſaid, that when ! 


| / God wiil convert a man he covers his pride by chaſtiſements, and : 
| when 7eremy Chargerh the people ro amend and pive glory to God 

| betore his judgements come upon them, hee faith, rf you wrll not 
| $57.13.17- #eare my ſoule ſhall weepe un ſecret for your pride, noting that this fil- j 


| thy pride doth evenſtopup the earcs againſt all wholeſomeadvertiſe. | 
| ments.O how fearctuil a vice is that which curs off the way to all | 
amendment, by turning away the care from receiving inſtruction,the | 
principallinſtrumentof working amendment? | 
But it producerh many fintull carriages tn all reſpects. 
Firſtin refpe&t of all perſons. Secondly,ot all fares, Thirdly,of all | 
qualities. For perſons, it makes him in whom it ruleth, and fo tarre 
as ir ruleth rebellious againſt Gods precepts, carclelic of his promi- 
(es, and regardlefle of his threars, fo thut hce deſpiſerh and con- 
teerancth all the authority of God, and will not be guided by his coun- 
(c!!. Cairne was 2 proud man you all know, hce would never elle | 
have killed his Brother on thatquarrell whcrcot you heard, Now | 
when God himſelfe came ro admonith him and dillwade him from | 
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F< | 
| that murder, it was all in vaine, hee would not hearken to God, | 
| _, but continued to harbour malice till it brake forth into bloud.- ' 
| N ſhed. | | 


[In reſpe& of men, for ones ſelfc ic makes him !cife-iſh,all for him- | 
{clfe, not regarding who be hun fo himſclfe bepleaſed, {elfe-willed | 
ad heady, fo thar no counſel] will rule, but hee will head ſtrongly | 

 Uke amadced beaſt runneon in his awne race, as the Capraines thar 

| , came to Jeremy for counſcll, becauſe they were proud men, and as | 

_ {the Scripture notes would not accepe of his counſell. And it fills 

| him full alwaics of diſcontent, fretting and yexation, nothing, no per- | 
{on can pleaſe him, he is till finding faults, juit Jike one that hath ! 

a {iwelling upon his hand, ſomething or other toucheth it ill and | 

[2 drives him to out-cries. | 

| Andforothers, towards his ſuperiours he is undurifull and will nor | 

heed their words nor be ruled by them, He thinkes himſelfe roo good | 
to recctive their corredaion of reproofes or chattiſements,and growes | 
worte rather then better, Forhis inferiours he is likely tyrannicall and | 
 Linnlike,and cares not how he difgraceth, and wrongeth, and over-pu- 
nilhcth them,rating and ſtriking,and laying about him even for nothing 
or as £00d as nothing, For thoſe that are -more proſperous then 


 himſclte and exccll him inany thipg he is ever envious and ſpitcfull 
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. and malignes them for it. For thoſe that arc below him,he is ſcorne- 
| full and diſ{dainefull, and infolent in deriding and fleighting them, 
for his equals hee is arrogant and infolent too, ſtill lifting himſclte | 
| above them and preferring himſclfe before them. IF he mecte with : 
, men.in agoodeſtate he grudgeth art them, if with miſerable amen he | 
' {cornes them, and paſicth by them pittilefly, if not ſcoflingly, And ; 
' towards all in generall, he is contentious and froward, -reaay to picke | 
and proſecute quarrells, ro make the worſt of every thing, and tortake | 
all withthe letr hand ready ro work in proud wrath, quickly angry, | 
and apt to vent his anger in lofty and ſcornefull ſpeeches, compa- 
' rings, revilings,upbraidings. If he deale with friends,he is unthanke- | 
full, they muſt be his ſlaves ſtill ro humour him in every thing, alſo 
all former goodrturnes, are forgotten; towards his enemies he is in- | 
finitely revengtull, cares nor what 11] he doththem in requirall, and 
will ſcarce ever forget an imaginary wrong. I mcane ſuch a one as | 
' doth ſeeme none to any but himſelte, and thoſe whom he hath made 
| crooked by a falſe and partiall relation. Thus in re{pect of pez- : 
fons. | | 
| For eſtates give him adverſity, he isſullen, dogged, impatient,can- | 
[not ſtoope toit : blamesevery body for it and cares not what ſhilts 
he uſcth togerout. Give hin: proſperity, he. abuſeth it and doth 
| miſchicfe with it, at leaſt dotl; ro good with it but makes it an in- 
 trument of ſerving his pride and other luſts, fo that hee is good for 
nothing in any place, he can ſtoope to no burden, nor buckle to no 
ſervice, being juſt like a goutie Iegg, well neicher lying ſtill nor ſtir- 
ring,or aficke body neither well a bed nor up, 
For qualities,the good qualities of others he knowes how to vitiate, | 
traduce, calumniate and make them ſeeme vices, and will have ſome- 
| what to ſay to blemiſh them. For bad qualities he makes them worſe 
then they be, aggravates them by miſ-relating, and turnes them into a 
jeſt and laughter,ſcorning rather then pitying him in whom he thinkes | 
they be, asthe Phariſee did the Publican. His owne i!] qualities, he 
' will not ſee, he will not confeſle, he will not mend, but hides them, 
excuſes them, detends them, and many times boaſteth in them. His 
good qualities he marres and corrupts, and doth fo lift himſelfe up 
' for them, thatmoſttimes they be even troubleſome to others and re- 
 proachfull ro himſclfe, he knowes them ſo too well and makes fo 
' too much of them, that no man elle can finde any commendable- 
nelic in them, they be but matter for bragging and boaſting and tcl- 
ling gay tales of himſelfe, what he hath done orcan doe; fo it makes 
' hisvices worſe, and turnes his vertues even into vices, Can that be 
other then a moſt hatefull and filthy vicerhat bringeth forth ſo many | 
bad effects 2 and yetall theſe and many more that I cannot reckon up, 
' doe moſtapparantly follow from pride in what degree it ſelfe is ſuffe-! 
' redto prevaile in men, 
| Now Ipray you beloved ſearch into your ſelves, and looke abour if 


you cannot ſecthis vice abroad in your neighbours, Let me propound 
this 
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this queſtion to cach of you, doe you know never r aproud man | 


in the Towne 2 and doe you ſee never a one in the Church | 


| whom you judge to be full of pride? you would anfiwcr this 
queſtion in your owne hearts, Doe you fee or know a proud man 
' or woman in the place where you dwe!ll 2 I am afraid, you thar | 


Os -, 
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\ for pride, becauſe their carriage is ſo andſo: many of you can ce 


be poore will louke upon the gayer cloathes of the wealthie, and | 
jay without doubt they be monſtrous proud that muſt yweare ſuch | 
eay things about them, when others of as good carth as them- | 
ielves goe almoſt naked or ſo ſimply clad. And I feare, leaſt you 
that are wealchy will finde cauſe to blame ſuch aone and ſucha one 


pride (Idoubrt not) pecpingoutotthe poore mans rags, and craw- 


_ _ - 


— 


ling like ayermine our of his meane garment: Yew you thar be 
pooge, I teare will fince agreat deale of pride a abroad, you will nor 
returne without finding it, for in truth it is a fruit of pride to finde 
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price every where but in ones ſcife. Therefore I recant this ſpeech. 


'\now, and I pray you lcave that forreine inquirie, and come you | 
j home CVCLy {0 Trire Io I1m{ſclte, Nc 4 {earch at h OMme ea 'ch! in his owne | 


 boſome, hor ſe, carriage. And rell mee or rather God who ſpcakes 
'to each, art not thou thy ſelte ſomewhat a kinne to the generation 


: 


| 
| 


' thinke that you are as good men and women as thoſe thar are fine- 
| Tier clad? and if you had 'as good fſiites and ornaments as they, 


of Sodom ? a vellellin whom the Divell and fcth hath laid upadeale 

of pride, | 
You may perhaps aske me,how any man may know whether he be | 

proud or no, I meant over-come with pride, full of ir, over-ruled 

by It. 

[ ipeake to thee that art poore and courſcly clad, Doc not you 


you ſhould be never a whit inferiour ro them : have you not theſe | 


| 


kinde of vying buzling thoughts in you? in truth, this is nothing | 
but pride. And you that are richer, doc younor count theſe poore | 
ſnakes almoſt nothing? the mudde, the {cumme, three-halfe-pen- | 
ny creatures, lefle then duſt almoſt to you, muſhroms, ſhrubs, veri- 
ly, theſe thoughts proclaime you to be monitrous proud, and it 
you goc away with them on <cither fide and find them not, ſtop | 
them nor, blamethem nor,it is certaine this vice hath aſtrong partic 
in you and in very deed doth over-maſter you.” Tis pride of heart we 


 feceke for, and 'ris nothing but pride that ſets up theſe briſtling 
thoughts 1n you, 


But yet I ſhall give you another note, nothing is aſurer proofe of 


 over-ruling pride, then this, that a man ſees no pride in himſelfe, 


.on. Nowift you have never feene it nor could meete with it in 


neither will contefſe it to his owne heart : It 1s certaine, this vice 1s 4s 
naturall to all mankindeas itis to be borne with eyes in their heads, 
_ a mouth, with an heart, with a liver, with braine: The 

12all parts of our body doe not more ſurely come into the world 
with us, then this vitall part of the body of death and of corrupti- 


the 
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the cftects of it, fo asto know it, it is onely becauſe you are igno- | 
rant and blinde, and the more ignorant of your corruptions the more | 
proud. When vices be not ſcene, they be not lamented, nor re- 
fſted with ſpirituall weapons, nay not with natural! good confide- | 
rations neither, and the Icſſerhey bercſiſted, the more they grow,and | 
the more they grow, the ſtrongerand bigger they be, and the more 
they rule in him in whom they be. It ir were not therefore for 
want of uncerſtanding, by this time a great number of you might | 
perccive that you deſerve to be called ſonnes of pride, tor your 
telves cannot denie, but that you have in a manner alwaies denied | 
your ſelves to be proud, yot never ſaw it in your hearts, nor con-/ 
tefled before God with ſecret ſorrow for it ; Lord I am very proud, | 
ſuch and ſuch eff<Rs proove mice to be very proud. And without 
 doubr, hee that never did chus ſtrive ro mortifie his pride, cannot 
but be a very proud man. Loc now I have ſhewed you how to 
finde out your pride, by not finding it our, and this is the ſureſt way | 
of finding it, where it is moſt it hides ir ſclfe moſt from his cyecs 
'in whom it1s, ltke the foundation of a building that is underground, 
though it beare vp all thar is above the ground, orlike ſome ſecret di- 
temper in the inwards that ſhewes not it ſelfe but by its effeRs. 
' Bur ler mee tell you what pride is, that you may the better know 
1rand acknowledge it when you meete with it, | I ſhall deſcribe it! | 
in the words of an excellent deſcriber of vices. The inordinate de-! _ oat 
fire of ones owne excellencic is but an effec of it. The Apoſftle| 
S. Paul tells you moſt brictely, and yer moſt clearely, what itis, 
when he ſaith, 1f' a man thinke himſelfe to be ſomething when hee u no-| Gal.6.;. 
thing, hee deceiveth himſelfe. Loe aſingular definition of this vice. 
Ir is that vice, by which a man thinkes himſclfe ſomething when he 
is no:hing;z whereby hee makes too great reckoning of himlſelte, 
judging himſclfe ro be better then hee 15, raking himlſelfe for gold 
when he is but copper, for a goodly thing when hee is but dirt, for 
ſomething when hee is nothing, ſaith our Apoſtle, Pride is the vice 
of over-prizing himiclfe, ſetting too much ſtore by himſelfe, as a 
| childe out of his folly makes a great account of a white pibble. | 
' ſtone, ſo man our of his folly makes great reckoning unduely of him- 
ſelfe, ſers too high a price on himſclfe, as a covetous over-reaching | 


' 


' Chapman on his wares. A man it he would. conſult with himſelfc 
' could not bur confefle that he is nothing, but hee doth with him- | 
ſelfe as ſome folkes doe by Dogs and Monkies, they know they | 
be paltry carrions, beaſts, yer they ſect great ſtore by them and make 
 pretious account of them for their mindes ſake, ſo doe we men by 
our ſelves, notwithſtanding the imperfe&t knowledge of our nothing- 
nefle, and this is the pride of heart which wee ſccke for. O ſee it, 
ſee it, that is it rules incach of us naturally, every ſonne of Adam 
makes an over-great account of himſelfe, ſets himſelfe at too 
high arate, for ſo flender is the knowledge of God that hee ſets I 


more by himſclfe then by God, and Iam ſure that isto ſettoo my 
EE 
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' by himſelfe. A man counts himſclte ſomething that is nothing, yea | 
| heaccounts him that 1s nothing, more then him that is infinitely more 


then all things. Judge you it there be not cauſe that God ſhoiild reſiſt 
him in whomthere ts this vice regnant, this highthing thar lifts it ſclfe ? 


againſt the knowledge of God, | 
E ſhall ſhew you the degrees of this vice now. They be ewo, 


' predominant and mortified, predominant where it is not depoſed by | 
the power of ſanctitying grace, which alone killeth finne, and ſo tt 


ruleth in all men naturally, and will rule untill the Lord beſtow his 
humbling Spirit upon them, which making them firmely to beleeve. 
the dorine of mans milſcry begins by little and Jirtle ro daſhthem 
quite out of conceit with themlclves, and to eſteeme themſelves the 
baſeſt of all creatures almoſt, even creatures worthy ro be damned 


fame, or carrics it ſelte like the fame: Sometimes pride is fed with 


{tutheis a King, and takes upon him asa King. So pride in ſuch will 


| and moſt vile therctore. Bur when pride is thus cathiered by the 
| entring in of true humiliation, there it no longer raigneth, there it is 
' continually obſerved, the cvill truite of ir noted, arraigned, condem- 
| ned before God, and many an heavy {1gh and ſupplication is ſent up 
'to God againſt ir; and there it isnot a King, a Commander, there it | 
| is not imputed, there it doth not denominace the man, but where it | 
'is not thus depoſed and dethroned, it is not marked, the i!l fruits of 
it are not drawne before Gods tribunall, they are not lorrowtully 
contefled, nor caretully reſiſted, there ir is the Lord of the heart, | 
and there it doth raigne and is imputed, and doth denominate the ran | 
in whom it is,and he 1s a proud man. 

But now where it raigneth, it is to be found in two plaine differen- | 
ces, Intheone itis like unto a beaſt that is fed fat ar grafle, or is well 
provendred with good tceding, luſty and itrons, and ſturdy and 
bolde. In the other it is like unto the ſame beaſt, kept leane and 
poore, and weake and feeble, over wrought, thinly fed, and ill 
provendred ; Ic is the ſame beaſt ſtill, bur it ſcarce lookes like the 


wealth and honour, and theſe outward things inabundance, and with | 
great excellent parrs of nature, wit, learning, beauty, ſtrength and | 
the like, yea and with a kind of fiery temper of body. Whem it hath | 
all, or many of theſe encouragements and helpes, ic is like a flouri- | 
ſhing King that goes abroad in progreſſe among his people; then it | 
is bold and audaciovs to produce its ill effects, it dares ſhew it ſelfe 
in irs proper perſon, and be ſeenc by any eye, then will a manaffirme | 
to himſclfe, that he 1s a perſon of ſome valew, one that hath ſuch | 
wit,c*c. why he1s Thope a worthy and cxcellear perſon. So pride | 
ill ſtare a man inthe tace, and profeſle ir{elfe if it be well helped up | 
with theſe outward things ; Bur if it be kept dawne with poverty, 

with meanenefle in outward reſpects, and with oreat Croſſes, then | 
itis ſomewhat tearctull ro be ſcene, then it hides its head, it is like a 

King brought behind by rebels, who keepes himſclfe within ſome 

place of fortification, and will not commit himſelfe to hazard, but | 


not : 


ts — eee EEE ee ee eee eat. 


Nv 


(C; E =. Sodomites, C H A P.19,&C, 


— ———_— $I —_—_ 


_ 4 — A — ee ee nm 


nor make a man ſay plainely he is ſome body, heisa perſon of worth, | 
bur (till in the ſecret of his heart he makes high account of himlclfe, 
and is ready ( as I ſaid before) to think he is as good a man, though! 


| he be notasrich, as learned; yea ſometimes this vice of pride though | | 


|raigning, yet is like a bad ryrannicall Prince, kepr in by ſome coun- | 
{cllorof ſpectall truſt, as 7oaſh by Tehojada, I meanc, it is a litrle held | 
[in compaſle by good educarion and precepts of morality, and a kinde | 
' of reſtraining grace, and then it is farre more moderate in its effects, | 
| and will not {lo exceſhvely bewray it ſelte, othertimes it is like a tyrant, | 
which hath a councell as bad as himſelfe, it rangeth whether it liſteth, 


| > - . & mm 
when it wants good education, and reſtraint of a divine hand to kerpe | 


|thar a man may be under the dominion of pride, though he be not {o | 
| outragious and enormious in the eftcRs of it, as ſome others be, and | 
if you will take arrue triall, here it is. I can know what account any 
| man makes of a thing by his carriage, when that thing is depreſled, | 
abuſed, wronged, vilitied, and ſo may I know whar account I make 
of my ſelfeby my demeanour in occaſion of ſuch uſage. 
' When you have learnt how to find our this finne, if you pleaſe, 
will you lcarnealſo to ſubdue it? the way is firſt to markethe fruites 
| of it, as they breake forth.in your lives, which fruits we have diſ- 
' covered before, Impatiency, bragging, contention, envyirg, 
| lzighring and deſpiting of others, and eſpecially working in proude | 
| wrath, that is, falling into ſuch extreame fits ot anger, that a man | 


x 


| cares not almoſt what hee faith or doth to them thar have angered | 
him. 

Secondly, When you finde them tofall upon them with ſorrowand | 
lamentation, arraigning and judging your ſclves for them before | 
God, and labour to make your {elves Lox baſe in your owne eyes be- 

' cauſe of them. | 

| Thirdly, To pray heartily againſtit, and to beg the Spirit of God 
'to humble you and caſt you downe. There is a thing that looketh 
ſomewhat like humility, and it is nothing but a heart a little kept 
| downe with croffes, or with education and good inſtrutions, this 
' may be found where the Spirit of ſanRification is not, bur true hu- 
'mility is an effe& of Gods Spirit thoroughly ſanRifying the heart, A | 
man by being conſcious to himlelte of his owne naturall imperteRions | 
and defets may be kept alittle under, fo that his pride will not fo | 
boldly litt up it felfe, but no man depoſeth pride from raigning, | 
bur by the Spirit of God, you mult therefore intreatthe Lord by the | 
operation of his Spiritto ſubdue your pride, 

Laſtly, You muſt exerciſe your ſelves in good meditations, con- 
;cerning, Firſt, your naturall miſery and meanenefle. Secondly, your 
\ſpirituall. The naturall ſeene1n our birth, life, death, entrance into the 
| world,continuance in it, departure out of it. 

Firft, how little and mcancare we ip reſpet of our entrance, what | 
did we come fron at firſt, and originally but very nothing? there | 
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| ir downe, and then the effeRs of it be prodigious. Know therefore | 
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| was atime when we were not, having alone a potentiall being, that is, 
' abcing not yer in being, bur alone lockt up as it were in the cauſes 
of it; yea there was a time, when wee were not in any ſecondary 
| cauſes, bur alone in the omnipotency of God, who was able to 


9,&C | 


emma 


| 


.| make us of nothing. And {urely, that which comes from nothing | 
| can be no exceeding excellent thing in it {elte, and it it have any 


thing, buteventhe duſt of the carth, tor you have heard how Adam 
was formed. Doubilcfſe the Lord did this of purpoſe to miniſter 
matter of humbling inen unto their meditations; for if I came from 
duſt, I ſhall ſurely tavour of mine originall ; a thing made will have 


ding great change, therefore Abraham canteſicd unto the Lord, 1 am 
duſt and aſhes, Call we our iclves by that name ſeriouſly and often, 


| ſed up, 


 isable to doe. The good he bath firſt is excceding little, compared 
to that which God and Angels have, as no man will deny that ſhall 


| make the compariſon; Now he ought it he were wiſe to compare | 
| himſclfe with his betters, and not with his inferiours. Set a man in : 
| ballance toa beaſt he is ſome body, he hath reaſon, wiſedome, and | 
'thelike, ſethim in the ballance with God, heis a meere foole, acom- | 
pound of weakeneſle and vanity, all he doth know, all he can know, 


1s keſle then nothing. Yea compare him with an Angel, how filly 
is he, how feeble 2 one Angell is able to know more then all men, 
andro doemore, one Angell can beguile all men and deſtroy all men; 
| yea if you compare him with beeſts, ke hath a litle more wit then 
' molt of them, bur they have ſtronger bodies, perteter ſences, are 
able to teare him in peeces, and can live witholt him many of them 
| better then he without them, ſo thar he is more beholding to them 
then they ro him. So his good is little, little knowledge in reſpet 
' of what God and Angels have, and in reſpect of that he once had, 


Litrle ſtrength even in compariſon of beaſts, and muſt continue here 


but for a little time. 
 Againe, this little is all borrowed, itis none of his owne; he hath 
it of meere curtefic, and from the goodnefle of another, ſo that he 


* 15 notto be counted better for it, but alone more indebted : who ſwcl- 


| leth for a borrowedthing ; or if he doe, who doth not befoole him for 


it? If aman that hath no horſe be fricnded witha good one, ſhall he | 


be proud of it? and is notall we have borrowed 2 
Nay thirdly muſt wenor be accountable for all we have, fo that 


, WCarc bur as ſervants which have charge of their maſters goods, and 
m 


_w 
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 excellency, it hath it from another, ro whom all the glory of it is 
duc. Yea what was the matter of which God made us atthe firſt 2 
not gold, filyer, braſſe, iron, wood, or any more then common 


2 reliſh of the matter whereof it 1s made, unleſle it receive an excce- 


| and duſt cannot ſwell : it may be blowne away, it cannot be put- 


| Batlet us looke upon 2 man in the courſe of his life, and that with | 


' reference to the good he hath and can doe, andto the evill he hath or ' 


| 


| 
j 


and might have had ſtill, bur that himſclfe deprived bimſclſe of it. | 


| 


! 
' 
| 
[ 


! 


| 


uſt | 
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and muſt anſwer how they have ordered it, ſhall ſuch a perlon bee 
proud? 


. Andlaftly, what we have is uncertainetoo, 'tis moveable 'ris flec- 
ting, wee may looſe it we know not how ſoone ; we arc like tc- 
'nan's at will, that cannot challenge ſo much as a quarter, nay not a | 
- or minute : itill becomes ſo mcanc a thing eo thinke well of it 
(clte. 

| Now for the evill we have, that is much and our owne, that Is 
inſeperable and inavoideable, it is great. O to how many and ſore 
crofſes is every man ſubjeR 2 to dilcaſcs, to caſualitics for goods, 
tomadneſle, to injuries,and to a 1000. unhappineſles, from which nci- 
ther wiſcdome norſtrengrh, nor richcs, nor hugh places can fence and | 
ſave him,cſpecially to the vexation of his owne heart, which is enough 
'to make him miſcrable though he were rid of all other evils. And 

theſe evils are come unto him as duc puniſhents of his owne finnes, | 
as fruits of his ill deſervings, and as cffeRs of his owne folly, and | 
miſery is ſhamefull as well as bitrer, when it is juſtly impurable to | 
the perſons ill carriage that ſuffers ir, becauſe his faults have brought 
'1t on himſelfe, and this evill is p_ his owne, becauſe he owes 
it to none properly but ro himſclfe, neither can any care of his pre- 
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vent it, bur he ſhall be ſo during life, and cver as he lives longer ſo 
ſhall he be ſubje& ro more miſery. Indeed ſome men ſcape in this | 
world with more caſe then divers others, but every man hath his pot- | 
tion, enough to make him know himſclfe'to be nothing, and cnough 
co daſh pride out of countenance, (if he would not hide his owne eycs 
from taking notice of it. 
Now looke to him in his end, how little a thing will kill him 2 
2 haire, or a ſtone of araiſin, the leaſt ching going awry. How little 
a place will hold him when he is dead 2 apoorc winding ſheete, a 
coffin, a littee hole in the carth, how little can he doe then 2 nothing | | 
but feede wormes and yeeld forth a ſtinking ſmell. Looke upona |. | 
man lying upon his death-b2d, groaning and panting for life, looke 
upon him in his winding ſheete and coffin, bound hand and foote, | 
and impriſoned in that narrow ſtockes. Looke upon him in his grave, 
rotting and ſmelling and purrifying, and I hope you will cafily con- 
feſſe, he hath cauſe ro make but meane account of himſelfe, ſo will | 
'thefe thoughts helpe to chaſe out pride. | 
| But confider a man in his ſpirituall miſcry, he was conceived in 
 finne, he is of his father the Divell, ke is a ſlave to finne, a traitor 
.to God. He is full of all wickedneſſe, deſtitute of all holineſſe, and 
« | cannot eſcape crernall damnation by any worthor power of his owne, 
| bur muſt needes finke downe to hell, and be made fuell for that cter- 
nall burning. You ſce by what mcancs you may ſubduc pride, hee 
that findeth it out and refiſteth it with theſe weapons, ſhall un- 
doubtcdly prevaile againſt it, hee that thinkes himſelfe free from 
it and takes no paines to ſubdue it, ſhall ſurely bee, conquered 


by it. bd y | 
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| And let the conſideration of this, thar pride is fo foule a vice ; | 
make you blefle God with much thankfulneſle for croſſes, affliions, 
| and divers temptations and tribularions, for what be they elſe bur 

| medicines ro take downe pride £ and who that hath a great ſwel- 

ling in his body, doth not thinke it a benefit deſerving recompence | 

as well as thankes, to have a fit medicine prepared and applied, that | 

at length may take downe that ſwelling. Ir is to be confeſſed thar | 

the beit of menbe too proud even now, notwithſtanding all che crol- | 

| fes they have felr, and finnes they have committed. O how much | 

more proude would they have becne had not God made uſe of | 

ſuch things to tame and depreſſe themes And: of their pride © | 

'much. | | 

2. Fulnefle off The next faultis, fulneſſe of bread, this isreckoned as ataulr, and | 
= (either it is ſo indeed, or the Spirit of God was deceived, who purit | 
downe here in the catalogue of Sodomitiſh crzmes. You mult either | 
grant that fulneſſe of bread is a foule ſinne, or elſe you muſt rell the | 
| Prophetthat himſelfe and the Spirir by which he ſpake were both in } 
an error. *Tis attributed to Dives in the Parable, hee fared deliciouſly | 
\every day. *Tis charged on wealthy men, as one of the finnes that | 


Luk. 16.19, 


\ 


 James,g,s., |iys the day of ſlaughter, meaning, they gave themſelves over to fea- | 


{hall procure their howling and miſery, you have nouriſhed your ſelves | 
ting and banqueting every day, A daily continuall ſtuffing rhe j 
belly with” ſtore of ſavoury and delicate foode, is hurtfull for the 

body and foule too. Uſe abſtinence, feed ſparingly, fare hard and | 
| ſhort ſometimes. And ſo muchforthe ſecond fin of Sodorre, fulnefle of : 
bread. | 
z, 133 The third ts abundance of idlenefle, here is the fault it {c!fe idle- | 
of idleneile, | nefſe, and the meaſure of it, very much idkenefle. Idlencfte is a finne 
eſpecially when it growes to be abundance of idlenefſe. Salomon hath | 
bent himſelfe ro the diſgrace of this fault in many of his Proverbes, | 
Goe to the piſmire O ſuggard, Prov.6.9., & 9, how long wilt thou ſieepe ? 
|& ro, Tet alittle lecepe.” 24. 30. I went by the field of the ſloathfull, 
| and by the vineyard of the mm void of anderffanding, a witleſle fellow, | 
a foole. And the Apoſtle condemnes it in the younger widdowes, | 
that they learne' to be idle, 1 Tim.5.13. and many threats are made a- 
\e2inſt the idle perſon and the ſluggard, 19, 15. an idle foule ſhall ſuff er 


| bunzer, 


Idlenes 1 oreat 
(in 3nd why 2 
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| " M | 
There ate divers reaſons to prove this fault to be a great finne. | 


I. | Firſt, it is a croffing of that end which God had in making man; hee | 
made him to be uſeful! and profitable as the members of the body, | 
| idleneſſe makes him unprofitable ; hee gave him a minde and abo- | 
| dy, fit for ufefull and laborionsimploymems, he ſpends this ſtrengeh | 
| to'no purpoſe. So he doth even thwart Gods intention in creating | 
allthings, and /htmſclfe amons the reſt, for all were made for labour + 
in ſome fruitfull matrer, as we feethe Sunn and heayenly bodies, the 
| warers and trees, andall the creatures. ' 


2, | _ Secondly, he depriveth himſelfeof all right in conſcience to _ 
| h and 
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and other neceſlaries, and makerh himſelfe a theecfe in all he cateth 

[and drinketh, and ſpendeth, for this cauſe S, Paul ſaith, hee that wil! . Cheſl'3.q0. | 
| x08 worke let him not eate, ſo hee is interdited the uſe of Gods 
|crcatures, asSIit were aman baniſhed out of the world. A civill 

right inthe courts of juſtice hee hathro the poſſeſſing of t'iings, be. 

(cauſe of his title to them and intereſt in them, but a conſcionable 

|rightro the uſe of them hee hath not, therefore Pau! wiſheth men vocg ce 
ro labour and cate their owne bread, intimaring that it is nur their 
owne inthe court of conſcience before God it they gaine not anin- 

tereſt to it by paines, 

| Thirdly, idlenefle is a great nouriſher of all yices. It nourifheth 3 
_ and ſeclte-conceitednetie, For the [luggard is wiſer in his owne_ NP. 
eyes then ſeven men that can render -a reaſon , he is apt to filchineſſe Þ 


i 


| and luſt, why was Segome ſo lewd, but becauſe they were idle ? 
Every temptation doth caſfily ſcize upon him that 1s at leaſure, and 
doth nothing, as a bird that fitteth ſtill on atree is eaſily hirwith an 
arrow or bullct. He can have while to hearken to a tempration, and 
[to ruminate vpon the evill things which Satan and the fleſh doe 
 ſtirre up. In nature things that lie ſtil] gather ruſt, and ſtanding 
water ſoone breeds noylome creatures, and {oone putrifics, and ef- 
| pecially idlenefſe makes a man abufie body, full of medling with 
other folkes matters, and that for the moſt part to do more hurt then 
ood. The natureof man is active, anditit be not imploycd in ſome 
| uſefull thing,itmuſt follow ſinge and vanity. | 
| Laſtly, this finne expoſeth a man to want, 7dlene/ſe will cloath with A. 
razees, his penurie commeth like an armed man, and like a traveller, CG. 
| haſtily, ſurely, ſtrongly,. it cannot be rcfiſted, it will not linger, © © 
Hee that followeth waine perſons ſhall have poverty enough ; The ſlug- «& 8 1,, 
gard will not plow in Winter, therefore hee muſt begge in Summer and «20.4; 
| have nothing. And it it fall out, thatgrear meanes doe keepe an idle 
pcrſonfrom want, yet hee hath a molt poore and beggarly ſoule, | 
herds deſtiture of ſaving graces and vertues, for he mult labour for ; 
 theſerhings that will attaine them, 
- {| Burlerus fee, what idlenefle is, Tr is that vice, by which men | yy. ratenen 
{refuſe tobeſtow themſelves conſtantly and painefully in ſome profi- | is. 
table thing, and take lJeaveto ſpend their pretious time 1n things un- | 
| profitable. Some things are unprofitable ſimply, as fond and ro- 
'ving thoughts, tatling and 'vaine words, ſome things are unprofitable 
accidentally, in reſpe& of their exccfle, as ſports and paſtimes, and 
(fcepe, and eaſe, and fitting ſtil, and in reſpe& of the manner of | 
doing, as dealing with aflacke-hand and working by halves. He 
that will not continue to take paines in things uſctull and beneficiall| 
to himſclte and others, but whileth our his time in fitting ſtill and. 
twatling with others of matters 1impertinent to him, or uſcleſle in 
themſelves, or diſcourfing with himſelfe abour like points, or gives 
himfelfe to exceſle of {leepe or of ſports, or clſc followes his bu. 


fineſſe by the halves, this manis idle, and if hee doe ſo muchand | 
» % often 
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I, pray you cvery one, fer your conſciences aworke to finde our 
your owne finnefullnetle in this kinde; Dos not many of your 
hands refuſe to labour? Are you not ſuch as will not worke - 
Some are idle, becauſe they have bceene fo ill educated, that they 
have nor fired thernſelves for any calling, they have nothing to doc 
nor Cannot tell how to beſtow them! elves and their times, Theſe 


are a kinde of vagrant people, though tiey have meanes enough to. 


| 
| nine, {PCS Monki CS) while wholc lite 1s to cate and aricke and 
lcepe and (port, and fit and talke and laugh and be merry. Theſe 
{are Excrements 1n humane ſocieties, and tne moſt miſerable of the 
| {ones of men, as having brought upon themſelves by long uſe an 
abit of being 1dlesbzes, and a kind of necelity to continue = naught; 


"1 ſach a neceſſizy as doth ae excuſe bur aggrayace the fault : 


\.% 


others againe ar id!e, becruſe thouga they have a Ccailing, yet 


they have no mindeto follow it, but ace cſtranged from whe workes 


| of their vocation, and loveto by gaduing and rambling hirhcr and. 


| live of, cyphers, g00d for nothing, but to eate and atinke, ver. 


'thither, and every where, but where they ſhould be, Theſe are 


orcat offendors, this idleneſle turnes their foode into poyſon, many 


{uch floathtull doc-naughtrs there arcinthe world. There be ſome 


1ervants fluggith, flow- backs, whoſe hand is no ſooner from under 


the Governours eye, bur that it is alſo off from the worke, and they | 
leave all andſir downe to talke by the fire-fide, or in a corner being | 


; men of tonguec,and furcher then eye-ſervice drives them to it, their 


chiefe imployment i is twattie, 


Now [ pray you, if any be guilty to themſclves of lazincſſe, un- 


willingneſle to exerciſe themſclves 1 yrs in their callings, e&l- 
ther 3=IOf hand or Neat | or both, that they rake notice of it, ſure 
they be of kinne to rlice miſcreants the Soderites; now begin to 
iabobr in this worthy worke of repenting for chinc unprofitable li- 
ving. For ſure, if men mull give an account for every idle word, 


L 


then other .parts of idlencſle muſt likewiſe bs broughe unto the 


4 


reckoning. I pray thoſe that be of the richer ſort, that doe nor | 
finde a neceſiry of labouring laide Upon them for their bcilies ſake, | 
to take heed that rhey paſl< not over their idlencfle as a {mall mat- 


ict. Moſt times riches m: ke men turne Sodomites, they are proud, 


they oive thein{clves to fullneſie of bread, and to abundance of 


idlencffe, they will not fer themſelves to any diligent following of 


any go0d worke, but dclight in that which Salomon {aith his Vet- 
God rthar made them as well as other men with bodies and 
' mindes firted to doe ſervice, will not brooke their doing of no- 


pd 


P.ov $1.21, - thous Woman would not doe. to eate the bread of idleneſſe. Surely rhe 


At do I pray your ſhun, ſhun this Sodomitsſh finne, take 


| hor like rty to be idle, but lay out your time ſo that you may com- | 


fortably . 
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 fortably anſwer itto God the Maker of it and of you. Time is a thing | 
' moſt pretious, all the wealth under Heaven cannot redceme one | 
miſpent minute, by how much iris more deare and irremediable, by 
fo much ought it to be more carctully, husbanded and warily be- 
ſtowed. Therefore, be you painefull in your callings, breake off 
 ſleepe ſeaſonably in the morning ; let cloſe to ſome needfull ations. 
iathe day, give not the greater part of. your time to ſports, ard fit- | 
ting idle and diſcourſing of this and that, but follow the wotkes of | 
your calling, and frame your {clyves to fome calling, make your 
ſelves a vocation in ſome matter or other, that ſhall be worth your 
time. Paircfullneſſe in a calling will kill many vices, it will cx- | 
erciſe all yertues, it will prevent many temptations and finnes: it 
' will make ones lite comfortable, and his heart in good meaſure hum- | 
| ble and difcreete, Itwill be a content ar death, to thinke one hath | 
' not waſted his life for nothing. Doe not Gare to flip away from the 
' workes of your calling but upon good ground, when you are able | 
'to alledge ſome better thing to be done inſtecd of it, or juſt occa- | 
ſion of intermitring it, for yuur better fitting and inabling co ic, I. 
doe not commend toylcſymenefle ro you, but due diligence inyour : 
| places, that may cauſe you to diter much from the inhabitants of 
Sodome, Eipecially, give not your {clves to exceſſive fleepe and 
ſports; Salomon hath condemned rhe ſl-ggard and the man that 1o- 
| veth paſtime to the ſockes of want, and one way or another | 


_— 


- __ _ 


m— 
CLI TT "WORDED RI Se - oO & - ACS os WPec- hu woo 


I tO 
 —" FF, os a -- 


—— —— a 


Lo. ti ad. ES 


_— — 


— TIS ge 


the Lord will finde a time and :meanes to caſt them into thoſe | ; 
ds 8 | 
Doe not all things invite yon to diligence in acalling?s ſee, what 
care the Sunne hath to runne his daily and ycerely courſe according | 
to its proper nature, {ce how all rhe rcſt of the heavenly armic doc | 
 keepe themſelves in their owne places, and ſwiftly pertorme their - 
' owne motions. Sce how the waters doc ebbe and flow, andthat con- 
' ſtantly, ſee how the tountaines make hatt rothe brookes and rivers, 
' andthe riversto tlie Sea; ſee how all things almoſt are till inaQion, | 
| The carth that keepes in one place, yet is ſtill doing ſomething in 
thar place, cither nouriſhing the rootes or the branches of the trees, 
and otherthings that grow on it, or cle gathering heart to ir ſelfe 
' tocoe the ſame worke better for alittle reſpite and intermiſſion, And! 
'in Heaven, though theſe narurall actions ceaſe, yet the ſfpiritnal!| | 
imployment of living, rejoycing in honouring and praiſing of God | | 
doth never ceaſe. Quicken up your ſ{clves therefore. ro this vir-/ | 
 tue of diligence, itis good for ſoule, good for body, good for b 
ſtate, profitable every way, and at laſt will proove caſte and de-} 

| 
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 lightfull roo, to him that doth ic with moderation. The Ciligent 

man takes as much content in his moderate labour, as the flug-| 

oard in ſomnolency and caſcfullneſſe. So much for this fault 

| alſo. | | ET. 
. - . | rengthenc 

' A fourthis afinne of Omiſſion, and that is, they frengthened not | Sn. 


the hands of the poore. What is that * They did not relecve his neceſ- | of the pocre, 
= > * ſiries 
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' but {o {ſmall a Pittance, as W ole {ufhce to give him any confine: 


to give them nothing,or a very {mall quantity almoſt as good as no- 


| vered the naked with a garment; but when our Saviour came to ſcn- 


theſe, you aid it not to mee, When the rich man retuſcd to (cl! all 
ang give tothe poore upon an extraordinary command trom him, . 


'1n ſuch manner, as not to take notice that hee offendeth, whence 
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fries with convenient ſupplie, but gave him cither nothing at all, or 


It is you fee a great fault ro be pinching to the poore, and cither 


| 
[ 
| 


thing. Thercforc he reckons it as a proofe of a good man that ſhal] 
live, Ezek.1$.16. Hath given his bread to the Lungry, and hath co- 


- ——— 


' tence the goatcs on the left hand, he giveth this reaſon of their re- 
| jeRtion. I was ſicke and you did not 4 (it, ', hungry and you gave mee 
| 70 meate, tn priſon aud you came not to mee - and when they alledged 
charthey never faw him in ſuch diſtretied caſes,and withdrew them- 
tcives from {uccouring him, his anſwer is, 1 that you did it not to 
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nc lets him 'goe, and admits him nog to follow him, nay by his | 
WOrcs ſpoken immediately after, it ws 4s poſſible, he excludeth him 
from Hcaven, for he muſt needs be underſtood of that rich manand | 
{uch as he was, Now 1t not giving of all upon an extraordinary OC- | 
cafion,will ſhut a man out of the Kin gdome, then the notgiving ot ſome | 
convenient quantity upon an orig occaſion, muſt needs procure the 
like puniſhment, becauſe tre diſobedience is equall in both caſes. 
The reaſon is, firſt, this is a flat diſobedience to moſt cxpreſle | 
plaine and frequent Commandements. There is ſcarce a dity of the | 
ſecond Table which God hath more plainely laid downe, more often | 
| | repeated, more earneſtly preſled then this of giving to the poore. | 
He therefore that Iiveth in perpetuall negligence of this dutie, and | 
cither will not acknowledge it or will not practiſe it, lives in a wil- | 
| full and conſtant rebellion againſt God. Thinke not my Brethren, 
that it ſufficeth to proove a man upright if hee doe not live in aſinne. 
; of commiſſion, that is, in the continuance and allowed doing of. 
ſomething forbidden by God. Nay it he live in aſinne of omiſh- 
on, 4.6, inthe continuall and allowed negle& of a duty commanded, | 
thisis not to obey God in all things, this ſhewes ones heart is not | 
univerſally ſubjetro God. This prooveth that ſome vice hath do- 
, mirzton 1n him and that he loveth and reſpecteth ſomething more | 
then God, which cannot ſtand with uprightneſle, yea beloved this | 
hyp: acrifie which is ſo much over-awed as it were by cleerencſle of 
knowledge, that it ſcarce dares diſcover ir ſelfe by taking boldnefſc 
tocomnmir fines of commiſſion, but knowes how to hold in with | 
{innes of omiſſion andto give them allowance enough, is ſo much 
the more dargerous by how much ir is lefſe diſcernable. For hee | 
ſcemethto himſelfe to have much to ſay for himſelfe, why this duty | 
ſhouldnor art this and this time binde him, becauſe no affirmative 
precept bindes to all times, and ſo hee will ſhift it from himſclte 


groweth the ercareſt perill of all. Therefore know you that this | 
unmercifullneſſe ro the poore , 8s prooving ' that obedience 1s 
bur 
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bur partial], and fo that the heart is not upright is ſure a very great 
finne. 

Bur ſecondly, it declareth that a man beleeveth nor the promiſes 
'of God, andf9 that his faith is not untained. Ir is ſure, thar a«hee 
which obeycth notall Gods Commandements obcyeth none, fo he | 
thar belceverh not all his promiſes beleeverh none. Forif we ſubmit 
ro his truth becaule it is a perfe& truth, wee mult grant that hee can- 
'notlie nor be deceived in any thing, and it wee build not our con-! 
fenting to his words upon his truth, that cannot be called fairh ar 
all, Now God hath made ſo many, ſo evident, ſo full-promiſes 
to thoſe thatare mercifull ro the poore, as no other duty almoſt can 
alledgeforitſelfe. A promiſe throughly: beleeved, muſt needs pro-! 
duce obedience to the Commandement whereto it is annexed, be- 
cauſe eyery man is ſo truly defirous of his owne welfare, that what 
hee doth ſtedfaſtly perſwade himſclfe will procure good unto him 
with the paines and coſt, forthat hee will ſurcly pur himſcife to the 
 painesandtothecoſt. Hee theerefore that is not mercituil dothnat 
| beleevetheſe promiſes, becauſe hee doth not obey the Commande- 


] 


mentsto which they be joyned. How then doch hee beleeve any 
other promiſe 2 So we have prooved him by this argument robe 
voide of faith, andis not that a great finne which convinceth him-1o 
be void of faith in whom ir is * 41% 3:07 BY) 

Further, no man hath true charity rhat hath. not -a heart ro con-| 
firme the hand of the poore; for S. 10h» makes the concluſion rtius; 
Hee that loweth not his Brother whom hee hath ſeene, how darb:'hee brug 


loves a man, unlefle he be ready torelceve him, for S. Paw ſaith, 
that love is bowntifull, wherefore, S. Tohn is peremptory in this con- 
elufion, ſaying, He that hath this worlds goods, and ſeeth his Bro- 
| ther hath meede, and ſhutteth up his compaſſ:on againſt him, how awcl. 
leth the love of God inhim? That therefore is a great offence, which 
| prooverh that a man hath cither none, or none but counterfeit cha- 
'TIItY, | 

| T have ſhewed you what agricvous offence this is of the Sedo- 
mites ; afore I paſſe from it, let mee ſhew unto you a neceſlary di- 
ſtinion of poore men. Some are Gods poore as I may terme 
them, ſome the Divels. Gods poore are they, whom his hand 
croſſing them, or ſome naturall mcere indifcretion of their owne, or 
; abundance of charge, want of worke, or the like hath brought into 
and doth keepe 1n poverty. The Divels poore are thoſe whom 
idlencife, waſtfullnefſe and unthriftinefſe doth make poore, becauſe 
| cither their hands refuſe ro labour, or clſe they conſume it all up ſu- 


| 


| 


God whom he hath not ſcene ? And hee doth bur lic thar faith hee | 


 perfluouſly when they have gotten it, The former kinde of paore 
| you ought ro ſtrengthen, and the not ſtrengthening of then is-x 
| finne. To ftrengthen the hands of the - latter is to ſtrengthen 
[their {inne, and therefore their hands muſt not be ſtrengthened); 
for S. Pauls Canon is againſt ir, He that will not labour not cate. 


Now | 


| 
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i Joh.4,2c., 


t Joh.3.17. 


Two forts of 
poore men, 


1.Gods poore, 


2. The Divels 
poore, 


2 Theſl3.16. 
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| [gard is alwaics a bad conſcience, ſo inthralled to the love of money, 


Now confſiderevery man of himſclfe, may it not be juſtly ſaid of| 
you, that you doc net ſtrengthen the hands of rhe poorc. Arc | 
not anumber of you in your owne conſciences convinced & or if; 
you would not winke, might bee convinced, that you doe not} 
ſtrengthen the poore mans hands. When have you with any wil- 
lingneſſe given to any poore manany reaſonable quantity * Yea,how | 
| backward arc anumber of you to give any thing at all. Herc is ſuch | 
complaining amongſt you of your being ſciſcd roo much one, and. 
roo much another, that it is more then evident, you have little | 
will to part with your money to this purpoſe. I know not what 
Skill ro uſe, for the faſtening of a reproote upon a niggard, I 
will not ſo much as ſtrive todoe it therefore: Bur I call upon cach 
lof your conſciences, to become ajuſt and true Judge againſt you, | 
and to finde out your guiltinefle and to give. you no quiet, 
[rillit have made you confeſle the fault and blame you for it. Bur | 
1] call upon conſcience in vaine I feare, for the conſcience of anig- 


{that he will not want excuſes tomake himſclfe thinke he need not do 
that duty by which hc ſhould lefſen his heape. But theſe excuſes 
ſhall one day aggravate the finne, therefore whoſoever is an offen- 
dor in negleing this duty of ſtrengthening the hands of the poore , 
I pray you give your conſciences leave to paſſe a right ſentence upon 
you, wiz, that your faith, love, obcdicnce are in that degree coun- 
terfeit and faincd, that youtake liberty to your ſclvecs to be lack in 
this ſervice. 

And now I muſt require you in Gods name, to take great care | 
that this ſinne of Sodome doc not ſhew it ſelfe in you which would 
be counted Chriſtians, 1 ſuppoſe there is ſcarce a Congregation with. 
in many neere you, that hath beene more urged to this duty then 1 
have urged you. Sodowe had not the twentieth part of this helpe, 
If God take it ill of them that they did not eſtablifh the poore 
mans hand, how will he be offended atit in you £ If ever youwil! 
have comfort at your cnd £ If ever you will have arcward of your 
rcligion? It ever you will be called any thing but Hypocrites by 
your owne conſciences?Icall upon you to reforme this fault,ſtrengthen 
the poore mans hands. 
| Thoſe poore that be idle, that be waſtfull, that make themſely:s 

oore by carrying the dirty yoke of vice, ale-houſe haunting, gc. | 
i pray you chaſtize them, corret them, ſpare not for their 
crying. It is no more pitty to hearc them complaine, then to 
| heare a Woolfe howle when his foot is taken in a ſnare. Bur 
thoſe that be honeſt, ſober and good, and have not put them- 
ſelves into this miſery, bur are put into it by Gods hand, I pray 
you confirme their hands, helpe them to ſuch a quantity of releefe | 
{2s may make their lives comfortable, ſupply their needs, that 
God may ſupply all your necdes according to his riches in glory 
in Chriſt Jeſus. God givcth to ſome more, to ſome lefle, thar there | 


may 


— 


| 


: 


! 


| 
| 


| 


will paſſe it over infilence now, | 
The laſt finne is haughtineſſe, hee chargeth them before with | 6. They were 


Gun. the Sodomites. C na e.19,&c. 


| may be an cquality through the bounty of the one, notwithſtan- 
| ding the incquality in gathering. So it ſhould be conecrning them 
' of the houſheld of faith, you of the wealthicr ſort that feare God, 
' ſhould lay all your heads, hands, and hearts together to take ſuch or- 
; der that the poorcr ſort of the ſame place which make care tolive 
| well ſhould notbe over-much ſcanted. O that you would doe ſoc ? 
| and ſome amongſt you helpe to ftirre up others, and ro cffe the 
' matter, as I doe now ſtirre you up all, and would be glad to give 
' you an example of bountie in this kinde, No one mans purce can 
ſupply the wants of all, butthe ſuperfluity of all united would doc 
' it abundantly. Why ſhould we not reforme a fault which God 
' would not brooke no not in Sedeme? We have done with foure of 
Sedomes fins. 

The fitt is committize abhomixation, hee meancth that unnaturall 
uncleannefſe whereof we ſpake before out of Gev.19.9.and therefore 


—_— 


hence, that pride and haughtineſſe be two diſtin things, ſeldome 
ſcparared inpractiſe, but in their nature to be ſo diſtinguiſhed, as the 
rootc and the branch, the fountaine and the ſtreame, For pride is a 
vice more inward, the nature of which ſtandeth in this, that it cauſeth 
a man to ova-cſtceme himſelfe. Haughtinefſe is a vice more our- 
ward, conſiiting inthis, that it maketh a mans outward carriage lofty 
and high. This is that which S. Joby calleth the pride of life, this 
is that which David denicth of himſelfe, ſaying, that his eyes were 
not lofty, and it isoneof thethings whereto he bindes himſelfe, to 
be ſogreat an enemy, that none of thoſe which accuſtemed them- 
ſelves unto it, ſhould have admittance into his favour and houſe, him 


that hath a high looke and a proud heart will 1 not ſuffer. Hee names 
an high'looke firſt, becauſe it was impoiſible for him todiſcernethe 
proud heart, but by the looke or ſome external cffeRt of it. And 
Salomon nameth it in the Proverb.,6.17, as one of the things and the 
firſt in order which God deteſteth, viz. « proud looke. And Davidin 


| 


239 
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5. They com. 
| mitted abhoe 
| mination. 


pride, and now here with haughty carriage. It may be concluded | bavghty. 
| 


How pride and 
haughtinetle 
diftcr, | 


1 Joh.2,16, 
Plali3 1.1, 


Pſal.101, 5, 


?(d.18. 17. faith, that God will bring downe high lookes, You ſee, 
that this high and lofty carriage is a finne, the cauſe is, it proceeds 
from pride of heart, itincreaſcth pride of heart in him that fo decla- 


'rethit; it infeterh others with the ſame pride, and it gricveth and 


| 


offendeth them that are not infected, and in all theſe reſpects procu- 


| reth Gods hand uponthe offcnder. 


Now looke every one to himſclfe. Art nat thou, and thou, and 


' thou of an haughty carriage « Doth not your behaviour give| - 


aſtrong reliſh of ſelfe-conccerttednefle? There be fourec principall 
things that diſcover pride inthe outward carriage. The lookes and 
countenance, thegate and pace, the words and language, the garments 


and ornaments. 
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Foure things 
diſcoyer pride 
in the outward 
carriage, 


| Firſtthe; lookes, when they be big and diſdainefull, ſuch wicis 
er 


1- The lookes. 
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_ | ter, when you-have ſer up your ſelves with a deale of gaudineſle, 
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| eaſier to obſerve where they be, then to deſcribe them in wordes, | 
| The colourofred, blew, white may eafily be diſcerned by the eye, | 
the judge ofcolours: bur what wordes ſhould aman uſe to deſcribe 
'ared colour ſo to the fancy ? as a man might know 1t without ſceing| 
it; ſo hauty lookes are moft caly things to be knowne when one {ces 
' them, but hard to be deſcribed, and it is ſure, that God would not | 
| have made fo frequent mention of proude lookes, but that the coun- | 
| tenance is very apt to bewray the high heart, but becauſe a man doth | 
| ſeldome ſee his owne face, therefore this is a fitter Ggne to thew pride 
| to others, thentodifcoverit to a mans ſelte. 
| he next, a proud gate with an outſtretched necke, and mincing : 
| with ones feete, or any other affected kind of going, is an a& of 
 haughtincfſe, har is, a ſetting forth of ones ſelfe unducly, and a 
demonſtration of pride, and this too may be betrer perceived then 
| expreficd, and becauſe a man cannot eafily obſerve the carriage of 
' his owne headand body in hisgoine, therefore it is fitter forthe diſco- 
very of another then of ances ſclte. 

| Thereis athird act of havghtinefle, that is, high words, ſpeaking 
on high, as Hannah hah it 1n her ſong, by way of prohibiting ir. 
| When a mans tongue 15 Iotty his heart is ſo, wordes tending to vi- 
| Itfieand abaf{c others, eſpecially when ho: is angry with them, words 
| of bragging and boaſting, that have none other uſe but to ſcr upa 
| mans felte, and to paint him with gay colours. Threatning wordcs 
' that are died with revengefulnefle, and the like totheſe, they are all 
| proude wordes and hanghty ſpeeches, and all kinde of diſdainefull 
; and {cornetull, and upbratiding wordes, tending unſcaſonably to caft 
' 4 mans faults in his teeth, for no man is coverousto diſgrace another,but 
' he hath overvalued himſclte firſt. 

| Laſtly, haughtinefle appeareth moſt apparently in cloathes and 
the like ornaments, when a man or woman will goe as coltly and. 
enly as ever his place will beare, and a little moretoo; and when | 
 he-muſt have trimme cloathes, though he goe in debt for them, ! 
when he mu? be fine though he ſpend all he canger on his backe, | 
when he vieth with others, and muſt have as good things as ſuch 
'and ſuch. When in theſe things-hee doth nor as S.Paxl biddeth, | 
| equall brm{felfe with them of the lower ſort but of the higher, When 
though God have humbled his eſtate, yer he mauſt ſtill keepe up his 
port, and by hooke or crooke, make a ſhitt to be as gallantas ever. 
| This rrooves a proud heart, for noe. man would beſtow fo much | 
 garniſhing upon himſelfe, if he did not count himſelfe ſome body, ! 
and aid no” defice ro be {&arcounted of others. Therrfore Iſaiah among | 
other truites. of proude vanity, ſpeaketh of the many gewgawes of 
the women. of his time, by which they ſought raccty ro ſet | 
out rhemſclves; A number:of you thinke your ſelves farrc the bet- 


: 
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| ſuch iace, ſuch ruffi's ſointhefaſhion. It it be ſurablero your place 
and meanes,' ir is'no great difcredit,-but ifabove, ſurely it is asgreat 
| a 
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then I wiſh ſhe get 1t by honeſt meanes, I wiſhrhar cicher a falle finger | 


| well that ſhe is ſo fine. This is allthe goodthis haughtineſſe doth you, 


T he Sodomites, C na e.g, &c., 
a diſcredit as can be, for it isas if you ſhould weare a paperupon your | 
heads or backes, in which were writren in great lerters as in ſome | 
other crimes hath beene done, Bee it knowne unto all men, that bere 
goes a proud man and a proud woman, Itis cvena Proclamation of your | 
pride and folly, and a telling tales againit your ſelves, which Iam | 
ſure you would not doe if you did well thinke of it, yea it is more. 
then that, for it brings your names into queſtion about your truth, | 
and if you be temalesabour your honeſty ; there is ſuch a mans ſervant, | 
ſhe is exceedingly flecked up, ſee what a waſe-coate, what a gowne, | 
what a ruffe, what a drefſe ſhee hath, it might well beſceme a mans 
daughter that would give her a large portion, what hath this wench | 
to maintaine it 2 Is her father able ro doe much tor her £ no, well | 


—_—_— 


or af over=curteous lip do not helpe her toir. I am afraid all is not 


and will you not leave it 2 


The Sodomrtes puniſhments, Firſt, they were taken captives, bleſſe | The Sedamire; 


God that you have not fcltthis miſery. Secondly, God ſent fire and 
brimſtoneand deſtroyed them all at once,Ezek.16.49. They were ſet 


forth for an cxample, 1#de.v.7.Sodome was turned into aſhes,2 Pee.2.6. | 2, They wee 


The ground is now turned into aſalt fea, called the Dead Sca, | 


no fiſh will live in ir, the bird that flee over fall downe | 


dead. Thirdly, they were caſt into the Jake 


that burnes with fire and brimſtone. Let 
us feare the finnes of Sogdome, God | 

is able to puniſh us in the | 

ſame manner. 
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puniſhments, 


1. I hey were 


taken ca; t1ve. 


burned with 
fire here and 
iQ hell, 


Jude, 7. 
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IN LP 5YItherto of Abraham and thoſe that lived with Iſaac. 


>> him, now we come to 1ſaac the fonne of £4- 
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braham, not of his body ſo much as of his | 
$} Faith, for hee was the ſonne of the promile, | 
the ſonne of the free woman, not of the bond- | 
A woman, which was borne as S. Parl faith, 
& not by the fleſh, nor by a meere natura}l pow- 
— cr, tut by promiſe, by vertue of that gratious 
| romiſe which God had made with him, 
for this was a word of promiſe atthartime, 7 will come and Sarah | Oo 
ſhall have a ſonne, and in Iſaac ſha'l thy [, ede bee called, and wee | 
bretheren (ſaith the Apoſtle) as Iſaac are ſonnes of promiſe. Now | 
Tſaac ſignifieth Ianghter, or, bee hath laughed, or, ſhall laugh, a | 
name given to him by God himlelfe, upon occaſion of his Fathers | 
laughter when he heard the promiſe, nor out of unbelecte as Sarah | 
once laughed , bur out of the joy which he conceived from the | 
\aſſured hope which hee had of the performance of the promiſe, 
and becauſe God filled both Abraham and Sarah with gladneſle and | | 
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Rom 9. 
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laughter at his birth, when they were both olde, and in courſe of na- | 
ture were now paſtall poſſibility of having children, | | 
| ES: Con- 


| 
| 
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Concerning 1/aac, we muſt ſhew his birth, life and death. For his | 
birth he was borne in the hundreth yeerc of his Father, and the go. 
of his mother. His Eather was _Abraham, his Mother Sera, both | 

as good as dead, but by faith they received ſtrength to have a Somne | 
at that age. For Faith will make a barren body fruitful, and alſo 
a barren heart. In in hislife conſider, Firſt, his Virtues and goodnefle. ! 
Secondly, his faults and weakenefſes. Thirdly, his proſperity and be. 
nefits, Laſtly, his aflictions and crofles. | 


Hi Vers | For his Virtues in generall, he was a true godly man, and was en. | 


tov irs God 
1. {1s Faith, 


Heb,11.29, 


Tie apprehendeth the truth of all Gods word, fo particularly the truch 
of his promiſcs, and by name, that great promiſe of remiſſion of | 


Ce . . 
| mandement,” not making any reſiſtance, becauſe his Father made 


docd with Faith, withour which no man can pleale God, This Faith 
the Author to the Hebrewes taketh notice of inhim, ſaying, By Faith 
{aac bleſſed Tacob and Eſau as concerning things to come. This vertue of 
Faith is that by which a man belceverh God in all that he ſpeaketh | 
barely by vertue of his truth and indeceiveable authoriry. And as | 


|} 
, 


finncs, and ſalvation for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt the true Me{ft1h and | 
promiſed ſeede, in whom all fpirituall bleſſings are conferred upon | 
'the ſonnes of men, for it is ſaid, 19 h1m» ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
' He ed. 
| oukder your ſelves therefore Bretheren, whethec you alſo have | 
this ſame vertue of Fairh in your hearts, 'belceving all that God ſpea- 
'keth to you becauſe he ſpeaketh it, and ſpecially all his promiſes, | 
{and by name, that principall promiſe of grace and ſalvation by Chriſt, 
for without this Faith you cannot be the children of God. If you | 
| have it not, you are ſtrangers from God and from the covenant of 
'grace. If you have it, you are his ſonnes and daughters, juſtified 
 betorc him, and accepted in his fight, through him. the Beloved in 
| whom the Father is well pleaſed. And therefore labour to get it, 
| and ro grow init more and more, that it may exccedingly abound in | 
| YOU, as S.Panl faith it did in the Theſſalonians, But beware you dc. | 
'ceive not your ſelyes in a bare conceite of Faith, ſaying you be. | 
'leeve, when indeed you doe not ſo, bur let your Faith be a wor- 
king Faith, approoving it ſclte by love and by obedience, that fo 
[you may indeed berthe children of Abraham,and children of promiſe 
as 1ſauc was, and if you can thus approove your Faith, then rejoyce 
init above all things, knowing thar you are richin Faith, though you 
wont all outward things, for he that hath Faith hath God to bee 
his, andrhat is ſufticientto make him happy in the abſence ofall other 
'things. 
| More particularly 1/aacs Faith ſhewed it ſelfe by many excellent 
effects in regard of God. For firſt, he ſubmitted himſelfe ro God, 
;to be offercd 'on the Altar by his Father according to Gods com- 
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ie manifeſt unto him, that God had given him a commandement 
ſo to offer him, Hard it is to ſay, whether the obedience of CA- | 


 brahams in being willing to offer his ſonne, or of 1ſaac in —_—_ up | 
( im- * 
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| which God had appointed, Abraham built an Altar, 1a:d on the weede, 


and ſtretched forth bis hand and tooke the kaife to ſlay his (one, Iſaac 
ar that time was of ſuch an age, that he might have reft:ted his Fa- | 


ther being old, or have got himſc!fe free by flight from him, bur 


he gave up himlelfe into his Fathers hands; or rather into Gods 


hand, and ycelded his throate to the ſtroake of the ſ1crificing kite, 


 Hereby it is apparent, thar he bego2n ro {cre God beume, in thar he | 
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himſclfe ro be offered were greater, for a man doth likely love his 


life as well as he loveth his childe. Now CAbrabam ſubdued his | 
love of his ſonne unto God, and 7/aac ſubdued the oye of his lifeto | 
' God, both notable patternes of tincere obedience : This example | 
'00 reade in Gen.22.9, when Abraham and Iſaac came to the place | 


would not withhold himſclfe from God; 2s iis Facher did not with- | 


hold his fonne. 


O that we could approve our Faith by the like <fes of ir, even | 


by a willing yeelding of our lives to him when he dothcall forthem, | 
and not retuſe ro dic if he ſhould call us unto it for is commande- 


ments fake, God is the author and Lord of our lives, and nothing 
i5 mote agreeable to reaſon, then that we ſhould be content to give 
an life and all into his hands, trom whom we have received life and 
all things. And ſurely in this caſe it fhall be proved true, which 


— 
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our Lord Jeſus tejleth inthe Golpcll, whoſoever will looſe his life ſhall ' 


ſave it, As Tſaze was partaker of that great bicſhng wherewith the | 


| Lord rewarded Abraham tor his obedience in offering of his ſonne, 
ſaying, 1 bleſing I will bleſſe thee, and in multiplying 1 will multiply 
'thee. Neither Father nor fonne you ſee were loolers, by yeelding 
 upthe one his ſonne, the other his life into the hands of God, But 
 contrarily, hee that will fave his life ſha!l undenpredty loofe his life, tor 
| he muſt neceſſarily die ar ſome other time as all other men, and then 
his ſoule:ſhall be loft rogether with his life, becauſe he loved nor 
' God better then his life, and he that hateth not his owne life in 


compariſon of God, ſhall rotbe counted worthy of him. 


Let us therefore ſee thar our ſoules be ſo thoroughly ſubjected unto} 


| God, if ever we deſire to be counted the ſeede of Abraham and the 


brothers of 7/aac. But oh how farre ſhort do very many of us come | 


of this obedience 2 for how ſhould any man beleeve that we would 
readily part with our lives for God, which will not part with honour 
or goods, or pleaſure, yea any of our finnes at his commandement. 
You be not 1ſaacs, if you cannot be content to give up your lives to 
God,how much lefſeif youſtand with him for other matters farre leflc 


then life. | 
This isthe firſt part of 1/aacs goodneſle. to God-ward, he became 


 obedicntto death. 
| Secondly, hewas devoureandreligious, giventoall holy exerciſes, 


' 


' by name, to meditation and prayer, principall exerciſes of piety and 


religious ſervices of God, for ſo it is noted, Gen.26.25. Hee builded 
422 altar there, and called on the name of the Lord, Loc here he WOr- 
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thi \pped God publike!y by ſacrifices and prayer: , and th though i it "wy 


not mentioned, thar he oftered or prayed betore an Altar at any other | 


time as I remember, ye: this once naming of his Picty 15 {ctdowne, 


— — 


to ſtgnifte his conſtant care in this duty : his Father brought him upin 


1t, therefore he could {ay , 1 herets the lame 7? 


Indeed, the Lord hath aboliſhed tuch kinde of Altars, and ſuch 
kinde of facrifices now fince the comming of Jeſus Chriſt into the 


world, and vera bimſclfe once for all as a propittatory ſacrifice 
ro rake away the finnes of the world, but yet now alſo we have an 


[ 


| 


| 
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betrue Iſaacs? Aske your ſelves then, doe you offer theſe burnt of- 


Altar, whereof they have no right to cate that pena of thole fa- 
crifices, Chriſt Jefas is our Alcar, who ſanRificth all thole ſervices 
which we offcr up unto God by him, and our facrifices are ſpiritual! 
{facrifices, «pn an ro God by J-tus Chriſt. The offering of a 
contritc and broken heart God doth much citceme, the offering of 
raiſes and prayers, the calves of our —= done uno God inthenane 
of Chit, arc very pleaſing unto him ; the prefentiag of our ſelyes, : 
{oules and bodies to him, 1s EXCECUINS dclighttull, yea with doing 
of good and Gdiftributing 45 with facrifices, God is orcatly contented, 
45S. Paid faith, theſe are a/) odouy of ſweete {avour, a ſacrifice acceptable 
| and pleaſins to God, If a man retire himſelfe, and confidering the 
death of Chritt for finno, doe humbly preſent himiclte before God, 
contcfhing his fianes, and judging himſelte for th cm, and labour to 
lament them with hearty grictc before GoJ, as cauſes of the death | 
' of his ſonne, this 1s a orarefull ſacrifice, It hee praiſe God in the 
| Name of Chriſt as for all other bencfirs, ſo for the great bleſſing of 
redemption wrought by Chriſt, this alſo doth give a {weetc odour 
unto God; if he cven conſecrare himſelte ro God, reioiving to walke. 
before him in all upright obedience, praying for the Spirit of God 
to ſanRify him, that in all things he may pleaſe God, no Bullocke 
' or Ram can pleale the Lord fo well : It he fet aparc ſome portion of 
is wealth ro God, and give it torelceve t]: encecfſities of the Saints, 
this 1s very ſweets i inccnſc, fo that hee truſt not in the meri: of the. 
| worke, as if it could deſerve any thing for the worthineſie of it, but. 
truſt alone in Chriit for the accepration of himſclfc and ir, and all his 
ſervices. Would you confirme TO Your OWne conſciences that you 


 ferings, if not, yoube not as 1ſaac, childeren of rhe promile,it yea,you 
' may affute your ſoulcs that you be. O then ſtudy to avound in theſe 
{ervices, ' 

Againe, it is noted that he called on the Name of God there, and 
ſoitisnoted, Ger.25.21. that ifauc intreated the Lord ſor Rebeccah his. 
wife, becanſe ſhee ſe barren. e prayed conſtantly to God fora 
childe, inchis alſo teſtifying his wligtodineſſe and his Faith. So wee ; 
' muſt becarefull to pray to God for al good things we neede, for chil- | 
' deren if we want them, for goo fucceflc in our -callings, and whatſo- 

everelſe we neede or deſire. For God is the giver of all good things, 


and hath commanded us #7 a'! things ts bd our requeſts knowne mi 
him, | 
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him, and biddenus, to pray continually and in all thinzs give thankes, ſo 
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we arebound to pray as much as 1ſazc. Therefore thoſe that are care- 
leſſe of worſhipping God in this duty according ro that deſcription of 
a wicked man written by David in the fourteenth Pſalme, they call nod. 
ou the name of God, are nor ſurcly the children of God as was 1/aac, bur | 
the children of Satan rather, tor the Spirir ot God isa Spirit ot prayer, | 


and a man carelcfle of praying to God doth not truſt in God bat in him- | 


and conſtantly. We muſtatraine ſprituall ſtrength every day, from the 


by the foodeof the day. Pray well and live well, pray illand liveill. 
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| muſt increaſe our knowledgeand improove it, this muſt bring it downe 


| 


/holythings, and rake notice ofthe truth and cerrainety of themand ſo | 


telfe, doth not acknowledge his providence nor live by faithin him. : 
{.ctmce quicken you torhis duty, follow Tfaac, call onthe name of 
God, intreate God for your ſelves, your wives, your children, my 
Church, the Common-weale, all Saints. I ſay, recommend all per- 
{ons and all things to God by fervent prayer, that he may give you his | 
bleſſing and all things may be ſantihed to you; doe this duty daily 


workes of the day by daily prayer, as we artaine naturall ſtrength daily 


By this we havefellowſhip with God, by this we become acquainted | 
with him,and make him as it were acquainted withus: by this we are | 


{madelikeunto himand draw grace from him, and are more 2nd more | 


trantlated into his image. O rcfolveto be conſtant in this ſervice, and | 
ict notemptartion of Saran drive you trom It, or interrupt you in it, let 


no backwardneſſe ofthe fleſh cauſe you :oomit it, butdoe it ſo well as | 
you be able, and whatſocver objeCtions ariſe breake thorough the ſame, | 


andtell yourſelves, I will doe ir, heard or not heard, accepted or not | 
accepted, whatſoever be, whart fins ſoever I ſhall have, I will conti- 


nueto call onthe name of the Lord, I will doe my duty let me ſpeede | 
as pleaſcth the Lord. 


Againe, it is noted of Iſaac, Ger. 4.63. that be went out intothe field! 4He medinn- 
| to meditate in the evening. This alfois an cxcellentſervice of God, wee 


are commanded to meditate on Gods Law continually,and to meditate 
on all his wondrous workes. For the circumſtances of time,place,man - 
ner, every mans left to his owne choice, bur the ſubſtance of the duty 
muſt be done. We muſt meditare,we muſt exerciſe our (elves inthe ſeri- 
ous conſiderations of Gods Word and workes, that wee may raiſe our 
ſelves to a fuller knowledge of them, and caule our wills and affeRions | 
'0 be more ſubje unto our knowledge, Mcditation 1s that which ma- | 
keth all cruchs profitable to us, without this our knowledge will be bur | 
{pecularive and talking, 'rwill not be prafticall and eftectuall without | 
this,we ſhall finde no more bencfit by our knowledge then by meate | 
undigeſted, that cannot yeeld good nouriſhment ro the body. This | 
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from the head vntothe heart, and ſo intothe like, Conſider what T ſay, | « Tim,z.;. 


ſaith S. Paul to Timothy, and in other places, hee that will alittle with- 
draw himſe!fe from all other buſineſſes, and give himſcltero muſe of 


' 


'confirme his faith inthem,andthen labour with himſelfero be affeted 
with them,and draw from them firme and ſtable reſolutions for the well | 
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ordering of his life, ſhall finde more progretlc in one morcth in che life | 


of godlincile, then he that without ineditating doch barely reade and ! 
heare for many yeares together, you mult cove the 1pi, tal ſcede with 
earth, you muſt binde the Word to the tables of your hea.s, you muſt 


hide the Word i in vour hearts, It you be flacke and carclcfle of this 


duty, your growth in grace will proove cxcecding fleader ; Imitate- 


Iſaac | in this ſervice, I know not how a man ſh: uld come to 2 ay ſted-| 
| fait knowledge of his finccrity,ithebe nor one that meditateth on Gods 


aw. 
50 many as are ouilty of utter omitting this duty, let them bewaile 


{and confeſle this finne ot omifhon, and now learne allthat would build 
| upthemlclves in godlinclie, to be conſtant in_it: Be not diſcouraged 
| at your ;mperfcCions a and manifold ditraQtions,and great averſcnelle, 


All things ofthis nature are mo{t difhcult ar the brit, who reades well at 


[thc firſt goingto ſchoole 2 who writes wellat the firſt letting of pen to. 


' paper. It is exerciſe that muſt perfect our abilirics in all ſuch things; be- | 


£11 and continue, 20d be not out of heart for failings, which the Lord | 


will calily and gratiouſly paſlc by, and you ſhall inde thething more | 


Another particularching in 7/azc was, that he was one which feared | 


 God,hus heart ſtood 11 awe of God, he durit not oftend nor croſle him, 


nor oppole himiclteunro his good plcaſure. So it is noted,Gen.27. 33s 

thar when he had unwittingly blefſed Iacob, and Eſav camein after him, | | 
he feared exccedingly, and would not reverſe chat bleGipg, bur ſaid, 7 | | 
have bleſſed him and he ſhall be bleſſed, and therefore, Gen.31.5 3. Jacob 
ſwearcth by the feare of his Father Iſaac, thatis,that God whom his Fa- | 
ther feared, as in his whole lite, ſo eſpecially ar that time when he had | 
newly bleſſed him; 1ſaac calling ro minde that God had givenghe bleſ- 
ling 0 Jacob, layin o.the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, and that he hadcare- | 
lefly and fondly gone abour to transterre the bleſſing ro Eſa,out of his | 
carnal! indulgence unto him becauſe he was the © der; was much atraid 
to think whara fin he had committed apainit God, and fo was reſtrained | 
from being bold to perſiſt in that carnall purpoic,bur tubmitting his will | 
to Gods, he ratifhes thatblefhing, which he had 1 Se — / pronoundged, | 
therefore it is ſaid, Heb. i 1.20. that by faith he bleſſed ilau and Jacob | 
as concerning things to come. It was faith that wrought this tearc inhim, 


_ and made him relolure inthe bleffing given to 1acob- the ſtory of this | 


 teare you ſee, Gen.2 7.33. he trembledexceedingly. | 


Soiris a good thing to have ſuch an high and reverent eſteeme of 
Gods greatneſſe, as to make us even tremble very much,when we per- | 
ccive wee have oftended him in going about to doe things contrary | 
to his will, as 7/aac had in attempting to bleſſe Eſan, which now hee. 
berhought himlclte of, when God had unwittingly directed the blct- | 
fing to Jacobwhich himſelfe intended ro miſplace. This is a proofe of | 
a ſofrand tender heart,and of an heart uprightly diſpoſedto ſerve God. 
[t isa fruit of a good conſcience, to check us tor fin and ſtirre up feare | 
in us when we have done amiſle, ſo as to ſtop us from ro 
in our finnes. Demand! 
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you have ſinned, if you be about to finne, labour to teare, and ſoro ful- | 
filland worke out your ſalvation in feare and trembling, The Lord our: 
God 7s 4 great Ged and a conſuming fire, and if we finde our ſelves | 
to haveinany kinde offended him, our hearts ſhould even quake to! 
thinke of his diſpleaſure, till it have made us fall downe before him,and | | 
renew our repentance and ſeck out for a pardon. But he that hath a bold | 
audatious fearelefle heart, that when he hath done cvill, feelcthno ſtir- 
ring of feare, noawe, no dread, ſees no danger orperill in the finne, 
perhaps abuſing the promiſeto make himſelte bold, ſurely cannot ſay, 
chat he ſanEtifierh God in his heart and maketh him his dread and his 
teare, Strive therefore to get and ſtrive to nouriſh and exerciſe this 
fearc in yau. | 
The laſt thing to be noted in 7ſaac, was his obedience to the Com | ;.He obeyed | 
mandemen of God given himby viſton, ſpoken of, Gen.26.5 the ſtory | the Comman- 
runneth thus, there was in his daies a great famine in Canaan, Abraham | ne 
had gone downe to Egypt to ſojourne there in atime of dearth, for it 
 ſeemes to have beene a place of more conſtant plenty then Canaan, 
Iſaac had in his minde ſome thoughts of imitating his Father, God 
aw it not fit for him totravell thither, and therefore God appearedro 
him in ſome vifionand bad him notto deſcend into Fgypt, butto dwell 
or {ojourne in that land, and promiſcth him a bleſſing 3 accordingly | 
Iſaac ſtoppeth his journey, continues in Gerar, and gocthnot downe to | 
Egypt. This wasan aof true obedience, hee would not goe to the 
place which God forbad himto go too, though it might ſceme to have 
beene fitter for his profit and advantage atthar time. \ 
| Wealfo Brethren, muſt learne to dwell where God world have us, 
and not to make worldly profit, pleaſure,caſe orthe like, the chooſers 
of our habitation; yea we muſt learne univerſall obedience, for if in 
point of habitation 1 maſt follow God then in all other things beſides. 
| See what God ſaithin his Word unto us (and that is now inſteede of all 
viſions, therein now he maketh himſelfe to appeare unto us) doe ſuch 
orſuch athing, doenot ſuch or ſuch athing, promiſing a bleſſing as 
alwaies he doth unto the obedient. We muſt not confble with fleth 
and bloud, noraske counſcll of profit and pleaſure, but muſt reſtgne 
our ſclves to his Commandement, and inſtantly ſet about the one and 
relinquiſh the other. Hethatis ſo diſpoſed, hes an 7/aac, let him take 
comfort, heis a true belceverand a godly man, but hethat in ſuch caſe 
refuſethto obey, and will rather condeſcend to his carnall reaſon, argu- 
ing from lofſe or commodity,danger or fafcty or the like, how can hee 
call himſelfean obedient childe 2 He that refuſcth the plaine direCti- 
ons of Gods Word for carhly reſpets, is not one ofthe race of ſac. | 
He that cauſcth all ſuch reſpero ſtand bare unto Gods Commande- 
ment, 
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ment, and to give way unto it, his heart is upright with God, and he is | 
| 'a holy man as was /aac. And ſo much for this good mans carriage to. 
| ward God. | 
 2.His verruous = Looke now in what ſort he behaved himſelfe in regard of men, and | 
bas: bras s:; regard of his citatc and the things of this life. For men, he had Pa- | 
T1 i eftare + IEntS, a Wife, Children, Neighbours. Scc his manner of living with | 


| and Ins eftace | 
| chem all. | 
He wAs ov<di For {tis Father, he was to him a moſt dutifull ſonne, as is manifeſt in 


+ non "| ewo things. 1. He yeclded himſeltc to him to be bound and killed, | 
Indeed here was more obedienceto God then to Abraham, and yet a 

| orcat meaſure of obedience to A brahamalſo. He bare great reſpeto | 
his Father Abrahams, inthat hee would be perſwaded by him that God | 
11d commanded him fo ſtrange athing, he ſhewed himſclfe durifullto | 

' God and his Father both, in being content to be killed by his Father ar 
Gods appointment, 

You ice, how children ſhould yeeld totheir Parents in all things in| 
| the Lond. It was extraordinary, that 7ſaac mult yeeld to be Maine | 
when Gyd would have it fo, and had exrraordinarilyrequired it, And | 

in chis particular without theltke warrant, (which will never beagaine | 
' jinall the world) no childe thould yeeld to let his Father kill him, but 
' ſhould Ricaway and oppole himſelte fo farre as he might, without hur- 
| ting and ſtriking his Father, yea orſo much as rayling at him, for theſe 
| beirg things forbidden, a manſhould rather chooſe to dic even by the 
' rage of his Father,then make bold to doethem. Butif in anextraordi- 
nary Commandement,obedience muſt be givento Parents in ſuchan | 
extraordinary thing, then without doubt in every ordinary ching a Pa- 
rent muſt be obeycd in all things in the Lord,even though the comman- | 
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' dement ſhould be ſo heavieas death it ſelfe would not be heavier. The 
Apoſtle hath ſaid, 0bey your Parents 19 all thazs in the Lord, and this: 
1s well pleaſing to God, and the s juſt, | 
| Whercarc you rebellious children « Whereare you ſtubborne and 
 diſobedient daughters? Come lay your ſclves inthe ballance with 
Iſaac; ſechow unlike him you be, he would yceld to death, you will | 
rot yeeld to leave thoſcthings which are forbidden you onely, be- 
cauſe they will procure you death, undoing, deſtruction. 'O you re- 
 bels and wretches, youare farre elough from being Iſaacs, You ſet 
|  lighrby Father and Mother,and therefore againſt you ought all to take 
, vpacurlſe and ratifie the {ame with Ze. Woe, wocunto you, un- | 
 dutifull children, who deale with your Parents as 1ſrael dealt with | 
God, they have brough: up and nouriſhed children which have rebel- ' 
led againſt them. God ſhall cut you off from the land of the living, 
his hand ſhall be againſt you todeſtroy you, and the Eazles of the val- 


PT _ RE Ts 2 ett IG WII IRR > SS. ne © nat, —_—_— —_— —_ 
- - -- ” . 
\ + 
- 
—- a 
o 
A 
- 


= — ——  — 


- - = ay 


| | EATS. | let ſhell picke out your bcaſtly eyes, that are bold to deſpiſe, leight 


and diſobey your Parents,- and wiltully refuſe to obey their lawtull | 
commandements. 4 
| -BurT beſeech you repentof this finne, and prevent this judgement, | 
| and now lctall children be followers of 1ſaac, acknowledge your Pa- 
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Can, 
rents authority, ſubmit te their lawfull commandements and crofle 
your ſelves rather todeaththen be found undurifull; Doo it 1 lay, the, | 
great bencfirs you have received of them requircth it, you have: your 
very being from them in your hild-hoods education,and the Law of | 
God requireth the ſame of you, which requirerh all. reaſonable 
things, and you cannotelſe be faved at laſt, for he that obeycs nor | | 
[chat Parent whom he ſees daily, how ſhall he obey him whom hee ne- | 
ver ſaw? L | 
And all youdutifull children, be encouraged, praiſe God that hark' 
| bound your hearts to reſpe& your Parents, and intreate him to continue. 
the ſame affeRion in you ſtill, and know that the Lord will bleſſe you | 
as he blcſlced Iſaac, and will raiſe you good Iacobs to require your fub- | A 
miſfivencſſe to your Abraharns. | | 


Bur 1/azc ſubmitted himſelfe to his Father in anotherthing, even | *\V9 ruled | 


when hc was now growne to be about forty yearcs of age, he gave Wi ow 
himſclfte over to his Father to be ruled by him in marriage, he did nor | 
ſet his affeQions upon any woman without his conſent, not draw away | 
any womans affections, nor married any without the liking and priviry: 
of his Father,burrook the right and duecourle, gave up himſelte tohis | 
| Fathers authority and direfion, and therefore God gave him a good: | 
' Reb-kah indecd, a comfortable wife and vertuous woman. - $708 
|  Inthis thercfore all children arc bound alſo co imitate him, Children | Ch 
| muſt rake their Parents counſell and direRianin matrer of marriage,and' O's "9 
' not beſtow themlelves without their goad liking and conſent,thac they: Rm 
| may have Gods bleſſing attending them in their marriage, when they: | rents coulen: 
| honour atonce both God and their Parents, in obeying Gods Com-: 
' mindement and ſhewing due reſpect unto their Parents. So did even 
| Iſhmael though otherwiſe a wilde man, for it is ſaid of him, tharhs | ..._._ .. 
Mother tooke him 4 wife So did Tacob afterwards, His Father bleſſed | TY 
 lims and ſent him to Padan Arain to take him a wife of the daurbters of | Gen. 28.1.2, 
| Laban his Mothers brother, And when Sampſon ſaw a woman of Timnah | j,v.u4.z. 
that pleaſed him well he ſpake to his Father and Mother to take the Maide Ta. 
' for him, who went downe thither and made the match for him. Indeed the | © | 
Parents have more diſcretion and underſtanding then the children by ' 
reaſon of their age and experience, and therefore it is for the childes | 
ood to follow their advice. And to whom muſt the children goe for | | 
comfort and helpe in caſe that any croſle betall them in marriage bur | 
lonely ro their Parents? of which comfort and helpe they deprive | 
ray if they venture upon marriage without them : wee know | 
| 
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Children 


— 


chatthoſe God hath not joyned in marriage, whom he doth not unite | 
in that cſtare, Now God hath made the Parents his Deputies inthis : 
behalfe, ſaying untothem,give your daughters in marriage and take ſonn:s | 
for your daughters, and againe, you ſhall wot give your daughters to them * | 
tn marriaze,nor take their ſounes to your daughters, Now how can'it be | 

ſaid that God joyned them 2 if their Parents whom hee hath ndade | 

rulers over them in his ſteed do not joyne them, ſceing immediately 

| hee doth joyne none in theſe our daics. Alſo the children are the | 
| BA 
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goods of the Parents as a part of thcir poſſeſhon, inſomuch that they | 
were alſoto be foldto pay their debrs. Wheretore as no bargaine is 
firme in other kindes of goods without the conſent of thoſe that have 
right unto thoſe goods, ſo neither can this covenant be goud without 
the conſent of Parents, which have as much right from God in their 
childrenas inany other of their goods. 
| Wherefore thoſe ſonnes and daughters are much to be blamed who 
' haveneglcRed this part of their duty to their Parents, and have ſuffe- 
red their blinde and ſtrong paſſions ſo farre to tranſport them, that 
j againſt their Parents conſent and counlel| they have beſtowed chem. 
Y ſelves in Matrimony, and ſo have tranſgrefſed againſtthe plaine com- 
mandement of God. Such muſt heanily repent of their finne and 
humble themſclves before God with much ſorrow forthcir great and 
wiltull diſobedience. Parents would not have their children thus to 
| flight and diſhonour them, yea they take it grievouſly and are much 
| perplexed with ſorrow for their children, in this caſe therefore chil- 
| dren ſhould bee much grieved themſelves, if my have given 
this occafion of gricfe unto their Parents, To ſatisfic mens owne 
 defires and affe&tions withour regard to Gods ordinances, is a noto- 
'rious diſobedience and bringeth the guilt of a great offence upon the 
ſoules of them that have ſo offended. 
' All you that have marricd in this diſorderly manner, ſee that 
' you doe unfaignedly repent of the finne before God, and confeſſing 
the fault before him, ſecke to prevent the curſe that muſt elſe fall. 
upon you and your children aftcr you for ſo diſhonouring your Pa- 
| [rENts. | 
; And youyoung men and women that be not yet married, ſee that | 
you binde your conſciences and reſolve your willsto obcy this com-. 
mandement. Follow God in your Parents,and be not ſoraſh and ſelfe- 
willed as to croſſc them and follow your owne heads and paſſions. 
This duty will be caftc, if you looke carcfully to your paſſions ar firſt | 
and ſuffer them not to be undiſcreetely fixed upon any perſon, until! | 
you have acquainted your Paren:s with your deſires, and crav'd their | 
allowance and conſent. But if a man or maide doe inthrall themſelves 
and intangle others by a diſorderly placing of their afteRtions, then 
{hall they make this otherwiſe caſic duty hard and impoſſibletothem- 
ſelves. Keepe your ſelves therefore Maſters of your owne hearts and. 
ſell not away your liberty through an over-haſty yeelding of your 
ſclves to your unruly paſſions. Suffer not your mindes to be drawne 
away by any meancs, but pray God to keepe your hearts in order. It 
is aſinfull love as well as a finfull paſſion in any other kinde, which 
. troubles an houſe and makes the children contrary to their Parcrus, 
and to proovethe greatelt croſſe that may be to them, to whom they 
- _ oughtto have beene the greateſt comfort. | 
<4 ag Laſtly Iſaac ſhewes his due reſpe& unto his Father, by joyaing with 
1.9, | Tſhmatl his brother in burving his Father. for ſo it is ſaid, hs ſonmes | 


Gen, 24.9,» #7 
| F Iſaac and Iſhmael buricd hims 1s rhe cave of Machphelah, This isthe 8 
| office 
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office that childeren can pcrforme, and they muſt ſhew their love 
and duty to them in the honourable performance of this laſt a&; as 
to teſtific their love to their Parents, ſo to declare their faithtull hope 
' of the re{urreQion from the dead. For therefore are men with duc 
ſolemnitics committed to the boſome of the carth, becauſe they | 
expect their glorious rifing againe, and they fhall nor utterly periſh 
' and fall as doe the bruite and unreaſonable creatures. 

| Now ſee 1ſaacs carriage towards his mother. There was no love 


loſt berwixr them, but as Sarah did tenderly love Iſaac, fo did he re- | other deares 


quite her love with love againe,as is maniteſted inhis ſorrowfull taking | 
of her death, though the lived with him to agreat age. For fo it is! 
written that after Rebekkab was brought unto him, and he was marricd 
unto her, Gen.24 wult. Iſaac was comforted after his mothers death, if- | 
timating, that even untill then he was grieved for the loſle of her. | 
[tis a fault therefore in childeren, overſoone to forgettheir dead mo- | 
thers, and to let their remembrance quickly to {lip out of their 
mindes, how much more to be weary of their over-long lives, and. 
to beglad when the time comes thar they muit put them into the duſt, 


poſſeile when the Father and mother is dead. All that defire their pa- / 
'rents death tor their goods ſake, which they ſhall enjoy after them, ' 
[and are glad when they ſhall change their parents tor their goods, 


muſt needes be called wicked and ungratefull childeren. See there- | 


lamenting their death, that you may make it appeare, their life was 
' nora burden unto you, 

| And ſo havewe ſeene 7ſaacs goodnefle towards his parents. Lookc 
into his carriage towards his wife Rebeccah, and that allo in two things 
mentioned 1n Scripture. 

Firſt, its ſaid, that hee loved her, Gen.24.ult, This is a thing re- 
quired of all husbands, they muft account themſclves and their 
'yoake-tcllowes but one fleſh, one body as S. Paul commands, yea 
they mult love them not with an idle and meere verball love, but 


in re{pe&t of ſome paultrey gaine of money, of land thar they ſhall | 


fore that you children love cven your mothers heartily, moderately 


with ſuch a loveas they beare unto themlſclves, that cauſeth them | 
to love and cheriſh themſelves, ſo as above all things they muſt not | 


be bitter againſt them, as S. Pas! informeth the CollofSians. Indeed | Cl.z.19. 


becauſe the Lord hath knit man and wite together inthe neereſt bond, | 
caufing themrto be but one fleſh, therefore thould their loves be moſt | 
ferventand abundant. A man muſt theretore love his wite above all 
other perſons, hee muſt forſake father and mother and cleave unto his 
wife, as Adam ſaid at firſt, yea in reſpet of matrimoniall love, he 
| mult love her alone and none other bur her. 
| Youtherefore that are husbands and have wives, come andanſwer 
|before God, how doe you love your wives £ how doe you cheriſh 
them with all comfortable maintenance and kindneſles? how are 
you carcfull to ſhun all tartneſle and bitrerneſſe © all froward peeviſh 


— 


SS | , | x 
Py * SY) £5 . 4 
$ > » IUVE 


y, 


4.He loyed his 
wite tenderly. 
Epheſ. 5.238,29 


Gen.,3-24, 


words and geſtures, all diſcurtcous quazrellings with them, and | 
- 


rating 


——_ 
| —— 


LS. 
ii 


| 


| 


m - — W> 


I 9 


$ 
- 
-— 


| 


| 


| —————— +4 


es. — COTTON hs 


© > 
—— 


—— = 


— 


JE Ne 7 be Example of CH AP, 31 »CC.] 


-— — _ > —_—_ _—— cc —__ | 


ring, revelling, anc upbraiding tearmes. It your conlciences ace | 
Cutie vou of 11 nlovingre fie and bitternetle, you are great ſinners be- | 
fore God, and mult apply to your {clves rhat of S, John, hee that loveth , 
ot his wife whom bee feeth da: ly, how tha!l he love God om hee aever | 
ſaw. Lay not the blame ot your want oi love upon your wives, in / 
rc [pect of rheir 1]! qualities and carria: Je, men love their childrens | 
Purtors above all orher mens Chil dren, though they be neither ſo 
perſonable nor well conditioned, and ſhould they not know how | 
0 doc tt ic fa _ alſo ro their wives ? No man 15 diſpenſed withall | 
rom doing his ONE duty, becauic of another perions failing in his | 
dit for we < mult coe our duty every ONE out of conſcience to Gods. 
tf a: NUCMCns,' not alone becauſe ot other inducements. Ir is 
hcrcfore a grcar oftence 1n an husband, not to Dcarc a tendevand CON- 
LCL love un 0 [11S W! IC. 

And now all you nus ands profit by 7ſaacs example, and humbly | 


ay to Ged to trame your hearts to the untaigned love of your 
wives. This is the w ay ro make you like cc omfortably and chaſtly, 


2 man {hall be of il he enjoy what he I: »vetn, and love what hc 
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mutt enjoy, ney Vive with Ricat PEACE in tHe nſelves, that for con- 
(cence fakexo >) God have cha fou!cs knit unto ther wives, but hee, 
whole actions are diljoyned and divorced trom his wite, doth live 


in pep cual Vexation, Decauſe he ha:h nor fubjeRed his affeRions 
to the commandement of God, and tixcd his heart on her to whom 
God would have it unirced. And he that loverh not his wite honeſtly, 
'S in perpetuall danger to bee caught with the unchaſt love 
of another w Oman, therfore Salo; bids one, wander in the love 


' of i”, owne wife, for why ſaith hee ſhouldſi zhou be taken with a ſtrange 
 W0man, | 


This duty therefore is very requiſite, and every good man mult | 


heartily crie 'to God to worke in his heart this vertuous affeionto- | 
wards his wife, that love may make him able to performe all other | 
durics, withour which he muſt needs be defective inall other matrimo- + 


*niall oihces. 


Another thing very commendable in I{aac rowards his wife was 
this, that hee comentred himfelte with Kebekah alone, and did not 
aketha unlawtull liberty which yer the common cuſtome ot thoſe 
times did make to ſfeeme lawfull ro many otherwiſe godly men, of 
h: aving more wives then one, as had Abrahamrhe Father of Iſaac, and | 

Lacob his fanne. A man ſhould keepe himliclte wholly to the wife 
of his youth, and not divide himſe}te berwixt two, remembring, | 
'hat God at fir ft made them male and female, and created but one for ove, 


25 cAlalachie.r.15. noteth, though hee had abundance of ſpirit becauſe | 


/i% » 


hee ſought a cod! ſeede, yea hee ſaid, a may ſhall clexve to his wife £2 | 
' not wives) and they two, as our Saviour interprets it, ſha! vee oe | 
#/, The cuſtome of our times inforceth men to this duty, but it is | 
2 tanlt when they doe it not heartily, bur rather for cuftome then for 


con{cjence, yea many that ſhame will not ſuffer to keepe more = 
then 
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'then one, yet ſecretly give themſelves to other women, and {o vi- 
'olate their covenant of marriage, and defile themiclves with grea: 
pollutions. 
' Laſtly, Iſaac was ready to hearken to his wife Rebekahs counſell, | 5. He hearke- 
and when ſhe complained of Zſars wives evill and froward behaviour, | *® = 
'rclling how bitrer her life would prove it aces allo ſhould bring in counſel, 
ſuch 11] nurtured wives, he ſends him away according to hcr defire, | 
iro take awite in Padan-aram : So ſhouid every good man be ready 
[ro hearken to his wives advice and counſcll, and to gratific her in 
| thoſe things thar are fit, not to croſle and contradict her. This is a 
part of due kindneſſe to your wives, ſeethat younegleR itnottothe pro- 
curing of muruall and conrinuall diſcord betwixt you. 
So have we conſidered Iſaacs good carriage towards God and his. 
arents, Father and mother, and towards his wite; hee was a parent 
and had children, even two ſonnes Eſau and Tacos; Now he blefied 
| both of chem, and that our of Faith : for his bleſſing was nota bare -, 11:c ble9%, 
wiſhing and praying for a bleſſing upon them, bur a propheticall pre- 's <vilren 
dition of a bleſſing in Godsname, whercot if he had nor received 8,0 
a promiſe from God, and alſo beleeved that proiite, neither he nor ; 
| his children would have made ſo great account of it. All of us cannor 
|blefle our children in this manner, for the gift of prophecic is wan- 
ting unto Us, but all of us muſt in Faith blcfie our children, that is, 
| pray for a blefſing at Gods hand upon our feede as well as our ſclves, 
| Yea wee mult all apply our ſelves ro the {incere 0b-dience which | 
{hath an ample promiſe of bleſſing annexed, and cannot failero pro- 
' cure a bleſſing, ſince God will nor faile to tulfill his word, Why is 
a propheticall bleſſing of ſome valew 2 larcly, beeaile it is a certaine | 
thing, as having its originall in Gods fidelity, who having ſaid it 
ſhall be ſo, mutt either accompliſh it with his hand, or elle falſthe | | 
' his word, which is impoſhble. Now it is as impoſtible, that God ! | 
ſhould neglect to keepe his promiſe as ro fulfill his prediQtons ; | 
,wherefore ſceing all bleſſings are plentifully promiſed to him thar | 
walkcth before God uprightly and conſtantly, doe this O yee Fa- 
thers, this is to blefſe your childeren in faith, but if you follow your 
owne hearts and leave the wayes of Goc,, and goc forward in pathes 
of impiety and unrighteouſneſle, then doe you curle your {eives and 
Your children, and worſe then pronounce a curſe, even pull downea 
curſe upon your ſelves andthem. | Ou | 
| Further, 1/aac did conferre the principall blefling upon 7:coh rg &r ME none 
'whom God had given it, even that blefſing which contayned in it, p11 biefting | 
the cauſing of Chriſt the promiſed ſeede ro come trom his loynes, upon 24cob ro! 
'the Church to continue in his poſteriry, and ſpirituall benefits to ns ra_ | 
belong to him and them. There was a time when 7ſaac out of heede- = 
leſſenefle or forgerfulneſle, or ſome other carnall conſideration, was 
[minded to have ferled this ſpeciall blefſing upon Eſau, but being 
{made to perceive that he had offended therein and gone againſt the 
rl of God, he returned to a right courſe, and calling Tacos whom | ; 
| '* he | 
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| hc had unwittingly bletied betore thinking him to be Eſan, hee now | 

| 2gaine wittingly and willingly bleflcth under his owne name and in | 

' his owne pcrion. Parcors have not nov the beſtowing of this ſpi- | 

| rituall bleffing upon children as then 1/4ic had it miniſterially , but 

all parents ſhould cluctcly lJabom to inmcreſttictu children in it. For | 

what will itavaile ro have the tar of the carth and dew of Heaven, | 
if wee goe without the tavour of God in Chriſt? And when an 

Father perceives that God hath vouckſated to any of their children 

this ſpiritual bleſſing, 1n that they be made carctull to ſerve, wor- | 

| ſhip and obcy him as Iacob did, theſe mult 1nherit their attcctions | 

more plentifully then others of their children in whom ſuch grace is 

wanting. The image of God muſt over-1ulc our affeftions, not carnal 

things,as at icngth it d1d 7/.1acs. | 

 1hus we have ſhewed what was good in 7/aac, 1n reſpeR of thoſe | 

that were of his owne family, for wee reade not of any ſpecial] | 

point 1n his carriage to ſervants. See now what a one hee was to 

his neighbours farther of. Virlſt to Av/melech, then to the men ol 

GEorar. 

For Abimelech, hee had wronged him in aftirming his wife to be | 
| his fiſter. Abimelech by tecing ſome familiar carriage betwixt them, | 
| | was induced to bc fully per{waded rhat the was his wite, and there- | 
| fore cals him, and bzgins to reprove him for it, Iſaac maketh no 
| | defence at all tor himlclte, bur by tus filenceacceptsthe reproofe, con- | 
| 
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| tefſing his fault, = YN 
He acceped| Tris a good thing when we have done amiſle andarecharged with 
| 7" wgegl it, atleaſt rorciraine our tongues from denying, defending, excuſing | 
| and the like, and at leaſt by not gainc-ſaying, to make it appeare. 
| that wee pleaſe nor our ſelves ſtill in the lame offence. Indeede a 
| plaine acknowledging is the beſt of all, bur a not gaine-ſaying, not 
ſhifting, not winding our by words 15 at leaſt neceflary. It were 
'a grace to a number, it they had a minde fo willing to mend, 
that they might not have a tongue ready to fpeake againſt a re- 
| proofe. | 
But further, Abimelcch came to hun after tO make a Covenant with | 
him, bringing alone his chicfe officer and ſpeciall favourite. Though | 
 Abimelech had beene ſomewhat dilcourtcous to Abraham before, and | 
had chaſed him away trom him, yet 1ſaar is not lo farre Jeavened 
- with diſcontent as to rcje& Abimelechs motion, but having gently 
' minded him of that unkindneſſe, is yet ready to imbrace his offer 
| of amity. Why be nor wee all of alike mind 1n this matter 2 to 
| paſſe by unkindneiles quickly, and be never a whit the lefle forward 
| toany good oflice of love, becaule we have met with ſome very un- 
loving paſſages trom the lame men before. Ir is a fruite of wiſedome 
and charity to cover wiongs as from others by forbcaring to blaze 
them abroad, fo from ones ſelfe, by forbearing to call them to 
minde, ſo as to be eſtranged from bim that hath offered them, and | 


je made lefle torward to interchange amiy with him afrerwards. But | 
| he | 
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hee hath little cicher love or humility or dilcretion, that knowes | 
| not how to keepe downe the thought of an injury; but that it makes | 
' him till averſe trom offering or accepting curteſtes from the authors | 
of it. 
| Againe, Iſaac made ©Abimelech and his company a feaſt, Itis | 19.temade | 
| fit ro uſe good hoſpitality, and with liberall entertainement to re- | Abmelech and 
' ceive thoſe thar have occaſion to come unto us according totheir 
places, Abraham did this before. This degree of hoſpitality 
' hath beene founa in Heathens to their commendaiion z bur the bef? 
hoſpitality is that, which entertaines the poore that are never likely 
to be able ro make amends. God will become pay-maſter of that | | 
coſt which the poore is not ablerorequite. 

Againe, Iſaac had ſomething to doe with the men of Geyar, for | 
they contended with him unjuſtly for divers Wells of water which | 
his ſeryants had digged, and hee patiently yeelds to them. and | 
will not make a brawle of it. Ir behooveth us to ſhew the like ' 
' moderation, and not tobe fierce in ſtriving againſt them which will | 
needs be unjuſt in ſtriving againſt us, | 

Now for Iſaacs eftate, he was a good husband, dug Welles, ſow- | ,, ye was + 
ed corne, and fo increafed his eſtate through Gods bleſſing upon | good husbaud 
his diligence. | 
| Good husbandry is athing commendable among all men as well as 
pleaſing to God,it hath the promiſe of ſufticiency of maintenance an- | 
[nexcd to it for incouragement. We mult every man with ſo much 
diligence and diſcretion order our eſtate, that wee may become c1- 
pable of abundance and may not deprive our ſelves of ſo comforta- | 
ble athing as plenty is. Onely in our labour, let us looke that wee 
be moderate, that exccſhve labouutng about carthly bufineſfes doe | . 
not induce ancgle& of tho{c things that concerne a better life, let 
your chiefe care be for Heavenly things, and yet negleR nor theſe 
[temporary in their places : but. hee that through unthriftinefle un- 
does or hinders himſelte, how can we conceive that he ſhall be wiſe 


[enough to ſecke ſpirituall rhings, that hath no wir to get tem- 
| porall ? 
| Againe, when Iſaac digged a Well, for which at length the Phi-| ::.He made a 
| Iiſtines contended not wich him, hee called the name of it Rehoboth, _—_ uſe 
and (aid, yow the Lord hath made roome for us and wee ſhall increaſe—> —— 
in the earth, Gen,26,22. taking notice of Gods goodneſle, in rhe 
quiet enjoyment of that benefit, and by faith. perſwading himſelte 
' of Gods bleſſing upon him, and ſo not carnally but ſpiritually re- 
Joycing in the temporall benefir, | 
Ah that wee could make toour ſelves a ſpirituall aſe of catthly | 
commodities as Iſaac, to ſee God in them with thanketullneſle, and | 
to learne to depend upon him for proſperity and not upon our owne 
indeavours; and in particular, that if God grant us quietneſſe, and 
'reſtraine men from contending and quarrelling with us, ſo that wee 


|have peace in our houſes, we could then give praiſe to him, and rake | | 
= comfort 20 
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Godin outward things 1s infinitely more comfortable,then the things 
themſelves how great ſocver they be. 
| His faults, | And thus much of 7ſaacs vertues; ſome faults he had roo which 
| wee muſt looke vpon to reforme in our ſelves, not to imitate, for 
| ir is a childiſh folly to follow after thoſe that goe bctore us, 
though they runne thorough puddles : Tſaacs faults were ſome in 
reſpe of God, ſome in reſpe& of man, v1z. his ſonnes and Ab. 
melech,and ſome in reſpect of himſelfe. 
x. He forgat As for God, he ſinned ſurely, in forgetting himſclfe ſo farre as to 
—_—_] o# | reſolve in his minde to bleſſe his fonne Eſa, whereas God had ſaid, 
| the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, He ſhould have beene mindtull of 
that propheticall anſwer, which was given concerning thoſe two 
$3 fonnes, even when they ſtrove in their Mothers wombes : unleſic 
| wee ſhall ſay, that the whole paflage was ſo carried as it was con- 
ccaled from Tſaac: but that is nothing probable, it can hardly 
be conceived thar Rebekah would not acquaint her husband, both 
that ſhee felt ſo ſtrange a ſtriving in her wombe, (which made het 
ſceke to God to know the matter) as alſo what anſwer ſhee recei- 
ved from God. Taking that for granted which is ſo probable, chat : 
| {there is no reaſon to doubt of it, I ſay wee may note a fault in 
good Tſaac, yea good old 7ſaar, hee forgate the Word of God 
which had beene ſpoken ſome ycarcs before, and that ſo ut- 
| | _ as hee determined to have crofſed it and gone directly a- 
gAalntt It. | 
' Tr is a fault from whichthe beſt men alive are not exempted, even 
fo to forget Gods Word, as to be ready out of forgetfullnefle to | 
_ tranſgrefle ir. This forgettullneſſe ariſeth many times from heede-| 
leſnefle, and many times from continuance and length of time, | 
and ſometimes from very ſtrength of paſſion and diſtemper, which 
doth caſt out the remembrance of good things from the minde. 
David and all the Prieſts had forgotten that which at leaſt ſome | 
of them had read concerning the not carting of Gods Arke, bur 
carrying it upon the Prieſts ſhoulders z 7acob after had little lefle| 
| then forgate the vow hee made unto God in his afflitien. -I pray 
you take heed of ſuch forgetfullneſſe, meditate often that you may | 
remember ſcaſonably, pray God to write his Lawes in your hearrs, | 
XY and to make his holy Spirit ro become your remembrancer, that | 
| | your knowledge be not made unprofitable through forgetfulinelic, 
for that which is nor fitly called ro minde is in a manner as if it | 
were not. And if you mecte with ſuch a weakeneſſe as this 1n | 
your ſclves, looke that you be duely abaſed in the fight of it, but | 
' be not out of heart as if you were deſtitute of all grace, becaule | 
you are imperfe& in it, but take comfort to ſecke and hope for | 
pardon upon your humble confeſſion, when the Lord pleafeth to. 
Pur you in. remembrance againe. If Peter had remembred Chrilts | 


words before, hee might perhaps have eſcaped his great ſinne of | 
38 | denying 


| comfort in him and repoſe our confidence in him. The fight ot 
| 
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| hooveth vsro purour ſelves in minde of them after ro worke godly 
ſorrow, and then turning to God wee muſt not ſuffer our {elves | 
'to doubt, but that hee will vouchſate to accept us. | 
| Now {ſaac offended ſomething againſt men. In reſpe&t of his | ».Hee loves 


two ſonnes, at firſt he loved Eſau better then Jacob and that for car- | £/4% berte: 


—_ D— 


[ 
! 


' 


' tnen Zacob,and | 


nall relpeRs, becauſe Eſau by his hunting ſupplied him wirh ſuch} mor 


' kinde of meate as was contentfull tro him. Ir was without doubr a! reds, 
weakeneſle in him and deſerveth taxing. Should Tſaac beare ta- 
' your to agracelcſle ſonne for veniſons ſake, rather then to a godly 
 ſonne for vertue ſake £ Should our paſſions, fancies, appetites car- 
ric us away and over-rule our aftc&tions. Surely .as David withed 
thoſe that teared God to come unto him, and he would chooſethem 
' for his companions; ſo fhould every man make godlinefle the rule 
of his affe@ions, ſo as when other things be even to give picty the. 
| preheminence, and cauſe godlinefle ro caſt the ſcale as it were. It 
1s a fault in any min to love a worſe chitde above a derter for any 
ſiniſter reſpet, Avraham loved not 1{hmatl above Iſaac, to pre- | 
vent that it may be thowght, thar God commanded 1/hmael to be 
caſt out, that hee might not be thought a meete perſon at leaſt ro. 
partake with 7ſaac in his inheritance. And as to be carried away | 
in our affections to children (by affecting them moſt that deſerve it / 
leaſt) in carnall reſp&s is a finne, ſo likewiſe rowards other per-; 
ſons alſo, ſervants, neighbours or any other. Therefore hee thar 
| hath done ſo or fiades himſelfe fo inclined, muſt be humbled in his | 
foll and labour ar laſt ro re&ifie his love, as wee ſhew'd you be- 
fore, that Iſaac did when God diſcovered his weakeneſſe to) 
' him. | 
| Now in reſpe@ of _Abimelech, Iſaac offended by lying out of | 3- He did lic 
feare, when the men of Gerar began to queſtion with him about | %* #fexre- 
his wife, he began to ſulpe&, thar they meant no good in ſuch. 
| inquiric, and fearing ſome ill uſage from them if hee ſhould have | 
| profeſſed himſelfe her husband, helped the matter with a ſudden 
lie, and faid ſhee was his Siſter, Gen.26.7. you {ce hee inheriteth | 
| here his Fathers carnall feare, and carnall ſhitr, of lying to prevent | 
the evill feared. Here wee have two plaine faults, his immoderate | 
 feare, and his lyingto helpe himſclte at a pinch ; to be afraid of 
dcath ſo that there appeare ſome likelihood that it will come up- | 
on us ſuddenly and violently,we ſuffer our ſelves to be drawne into | 
finne for the eſcaping of it, is afin and ſuch afin ir is, as hath often | 
diſcovered it ſelfe in good men, Wee noted it in CAbrabam 
' [twice upon the ſame occaſion that is here mentioned ; So it be- 
fell David, when hee came firſt to CA >h/h King of Gath, fo to | 


| Peter and others. The inordinateneſle of the fearc of death ariſcth | 
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| ' from weaken:fle of faich, both in that a man doth not 1o ftedtaſtly 
| rcly upon God for cctence and {ateguara of life, as allo tor ſalva- 
tion of his ſoule atrer death, or becaufe hee 1s not fo weil. verſed 
' in the meditations of death and Heaven, as to become iufficiently 
 heavenly-minded. For it wee did fully pertwade our {clves that 
| God would ſtand by us inperill, that ace would be our ſhield and 
| buckler, then it would befall us according to that of David, The 
(Pl 115.6, | Lord os on my fide, TI will not fſeare what mai can doe wnto mee ; but 
in the b<ſt this confidence is often weakened, atid they are taken 
wprovided rhrough the {luddennetlc of rhe anger, Or the like oc- 
coſion, or it is likely that the ſoule which to icarcth death, as by | 
finne to ſham, the ſame, dothnot fo thoroughly aflure it {clfe of ſal- | 
vation, or hath not fo clearcly and fully apprehended the exccl- 
lency of ſalvation; for doubtletle death would be welcometo him 
racher then terrible, thar did apprehend iras a darke entric leading 
'ro the glorious palace of glory, and had well conſidered of the great- 
nile of that glory. | 
| beſeech you rake paines to helpe your ſclves againſt the feare ' 

of death, andto worke in your hearcs fo truly couragious a temper, | 
' that though it ſhould preſent ic {clic to you naked and without dif- 
oniſe, and that luddenly, and rhat in ſhcw unpreventably, yet you 
might be ſo-conſtant and fo {ered as not ro betake your {clycs unto 

© | any finfull meanes of «ſcape, bur rather chooſe to dic then ro finne. 
againſt God, as knowing death to be no great matter, but finne to | 
be an harctull thing and worſe by farre then death, And how 
ſhould this undaunted. and fpirituall fortitude be attained but by | 
converfing with death ofren in your thoughts? fo as to get ſome. 
' good aflurance, that it ſhall not Þe able to carry you to the re- 
| ' gionof darknefle to cternall cearh, bur alone to let you out of this 
WW  durgeon Into a roome farre morc lightfome and blisfull. He thar 
thinkes much of ccath, {o as to make himlſclfe carctull by frequent 
renewing of his repentance and amendment of his lifz, ro ger his. 
ſalvation affured to himfcltc, fhall at laſt be happily armed againſt | 
| the fcare of death, and ſhall be made fo reſolute as to chooſe ra- 
| | ther to die then {inne. 
| | | Againe, it you finde ſo much weakeneſle in any of Gods Saints: 
| F | with whom you live, as you finde recorded in the ſtory of 7/axc, | 
TI pray youbc no harſher to them then you be ro him. Tell mee | 
| | what thinke you of Tſazc? was hee agodly man or not? if you 
| {ay no, you contradict the Scripture, if you ſay yea, then you! 
| muſt learne not to deny tro another the name of a good man, be-| 
, \. caule vou meete with the like diſorders in him that are here noted. 
in Iſaac, if hee feare roo much, if hee hath uſed, ſome fſinfull 
'meanes to eſcape death or other danger. Nay a man ought not to 
deny himſcife the name of a man truly ſanRified, becauſe hee | 
findeth the fame imperfeRions in himſelfe. To call in queſtion 
ones being ſanctified in reſpe&t of the hanging on of fuch weake- 
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|neſſes, is to nip and diſcourage che worke of grace, and to hin- 
| der the growth of it no lefle then a. cold troſt doth hinder fruires | 
from growing. 4 
{ Bur 7/aac relleth a manifeſt lie, Lying is a finne, and the lyins 
i ron7ue will bring deſtruction; but to bee fo tranſported with ſome 
| preſent paſſion, as ro be thruſt into the mire of lying is ſuch athing 
;as may befall a godly man. Come and take heede, that youdoc 
| not imbolden your ſelves to lie by abuſing this and the like Exam- 
| ples, bur rather reſolve and pray againſt it,as knowing in how much 
| danger you ſtand of falling inio it. For thongh to bee over-taken 
, with this ſtone in haſt, doe not diſproove the truth of ſanity; yer 
'to be alicr (one that makes account that this is ſo ſmall an offence, | 
' that hee will not be lo preciſe as to forbeare to helpe himſclte by. | 
it if nced be) this is a proote of a man that hath nor yer gotten | 
any fan&tiry. Lying is afinne fo plaine, thar ſcarce is it poſſtvle ro | 
| be ignorant of it, but through wiltullneſſe, becauſe a man refuſcth 
'to be willing to know that favle which hee is not willing to leave, 
' For no man can chaole but blame ir in another, and therefore his 
inward ſoule doth plainely re!] him tharit is alſo naught in himſcife. 

' Now to live purpoſely in a knowne f1nne, rcfolying that hee mult | 
,and will doc it if occaiton lerve, this ts to be a worker of iniquity. | 
| Remember therefore the word ot S. Pant, Put away lying ſceinz you Epheſ.4.25. 
| have put off the old man, intumnating that hee hath not cait oft any 
| part of the old man, that hach nur throwne away this rag of it. 
| Lying will breed boldneſlic ro finne, hard-heartedneſle in it, impu- | 
 dency after it, Therefore you muit dererminately conclude with | 

| your ſelves, to put away lyinz avd ſpeake the truth one to ani- | 
| ther, In theſe two things 1ſaac tinned againit G O D and him- | 
 ſelfe. | 

| ; : | 
{ Bur his finne againſt ſbimelech was, in that hee was like to | 4.He ſcandal: 
| have drawne him occaſionally imo a great finne , hee did that | z<4 Abimetece. 
| which might cafily haye hazarded him ro thinke of making Rebekah 

his wite, that is, of commitcing adultery. Ir is a finne to become | 

{a ſtumbling blocke to another by doing that which may make him | 

| bold to doe athing thar is fintull , as .A&melech complained to | 

Abraham and alſo to Iſaac ; rake heede that you become nor ſtum- | 

bling blockes in a more palpable taſhion, by inticing, per{wading, 
exhorting, giving cvill example or the like. Be carctull not to | 

'partake with other mens finnes, and it you can call ro minde any | 

thing done by your {clves in the like nature, viz. ſuch an a& as | 

' might have pwled another to wickedneiſe, though the ill eff | 

| have not followed, yet you muſt repent of your uncharitableneſle | 

and raſhneſſe herein, - | 

| Another fault of Iſaacs is this, thathe had too great reſpetto good ' 5, He loved 

| fare, he loved his tooth and palare a littletoo much, he was an aged |geod fare coo 
man and hee gave himſelfe alittle more then enough to ſavoury |< 
meate, and his loye to good farc carried him fo farre awry in his 

Z'1$ affections, | 
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affections, that he loved Eſa» more then 1acoo, Gen.25.28. Surely, | 
it was too gicat a love ro Veniſon, that cauſed him to love a worſe 
ſonne above a betrer. This is a weakenefle again't which it is neede- | 
full co ſtrive, our ſenſuality inclineth us unto 1t, wee are apt to | 
thinke is no ſinne, may not a man uſe Gods benefits and enjoy | 
the comforts of this lite in good meaſure « why thonld not hee 
tare well that hath much given him by God s Bur ſure to beſo} 
 Qv<t-riiled by ones palate, that any diſorders be bred thence in ones | 
life towards any perſon or thing, cannot but be a fſinne for all 
theſe excuſes, Doe not wee know that cockering of the body 
doth likely depretle the foule « and the ftecding of the belly and | 
plcaſtng of rhe ta{le doth breed an aprneſle to be lefle delighted with , 
vcrtcr chings. | 
Thus you have Iſaacs faults. Firſt, Forgerfulneſſe of Gods pro- | 
miſe, Secondly, Carnall feare of death. Thirdly, Lying to pre- ! 
vent danger, Fourthly, Scandalizing 4b:melech, Faftly, over-loving | 
1s worſcr ſonne,and Sixrly, Over-loving good fare. We will goe on | 
now to conlider what blcflings he enjoyed. | 
Firſt Spirituall, God pleaſed ro make his covenant in Iam, and | 
to beftow the birth-righe and blcfling upon him, and therctore allo | 
did appeare to him and bleſſed him, Ger.:5.3,4. and after, YVerſ.24. | 
Tris a ſingular favour of God, to give a man ſpirituall blcings, to | 
' make him his childe, to appeare to him and . comfort him, by | 
giving him aſſurance that hee is his childe, and confirme his 
| Faith in his gracious promiles. This is the greateſt favour, to 


| bleſſe us with ſpirituall bleſſings, 1/hmacl had the terrene, bur 


Tſaac had the ſpirituall blcfſizgs, theſe were given alſo to Tacos as | 
a ſingular prerogative, Ir is an admirable favour indeede to en- | 
Joy thele, for they will not ceaſe at the end of this life, but will. 
' continue till another life and will bee perte&ted in another life 
 cternally. | 
| I pray youconſider whether God have vouchſated theſe unto you, | 
hath he cauſed youto feare hisname 2? hath he made you to beleeve | 
| his promiſes 2 hath he appeared to you in his word and ordinances ! | 
and given you ſome happy apprehenſion of his goodnefle in Chriſt, | 
making you know, that he will fulfill ro you the bleſſing of Abraham. 
It he have, give hearty praiſes to him, take unſpeakable comfort in 
 bim, account all your other croſlcs nothing. Rejoyce in him ever- | 
more, that hath tranſlated you from the power of darkenefle to his 
 owne Kingdome, Happy is hethar is madethe childe of God,though | 
| he be in great calamity for outward things. Know the incomparable | 
 greatneſſe of his favour, that you may rejoyce in it, indeſpight ofall | 
croſſes. And labour to get more and more aſſurance of your intereſt | 
' unto God and happy eſtate this way, that you may be more and more | 
comforted. Bur if you have not theſe ſpirituall good things, doe | 
| not account your ſelves happy, becauſe of the outward, thinke not 


| eat youare in a good eſtate whatſocyer you polleſle, if you pollcfle 
not. 
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| not Gods Spiritto make you Gods childe, to leale you to the day of 
| redemption, to comfort you inall times, wich making himſelfe more | 
' and more afſuredly knowne unto you. Whar is itto enjoy a dreame | 
| of proſperity in this {l-epe of naturall life and then to ſpend ones 
eternall being in cndlefle and irremediable and unſufferable miſery. | 
Reſt not your ſelves ſatisfied in outward things, count not your ſclyes | 
happy in having them, never thinke you have any thing till you 
have grace, t:]] you have Chriſt, till you have intereſt into Heaven, | 
that eternall land of promiſe, and ſer your felyes in tecling of the | 
want of theſe things ro ſecke them-in Gods ordinances, Prayer, | 
the Word, Sacraments, and you ſhall have them, for you want | 
them not that live in the Church, but for want of care ducly to ſecke 
them. 

Againe, conſider Iſaacs temporall bleſſings, he had a very good | * Temporal 
wife, Rebekah, that carried her felfe well rowards him, and was | 8. Hon ao 
carcfull ro keepe him from offending, in tranſlating the bleſſing con- | 
trary to Gods pleaſure, wherein though ſhee uſed deecir, yer thee | 
brought him into the right way, afore he knew of ir,and cauſcd himto | 
doc well when he thought to doc evill. 

Againe, he had one very gracious and godly childe, Jacob, and | * On: Rodl 
another though not ſo godly as we can afſuredly ſay he feared God, | ,thed har re. 
yet one that reſpeRed him, that did thrive in the world, and was | ſpc&ted him. 
of commendable outward carriage-among men, for ſo was E{as, 
he ſhewed regard to Iſaac, grew great in worldly grearneſle, and had 
a name among men. 3 07-1 

Thirdly, hee hud a greate meaſure of wealth, and was a man of | z Was very 
great ſtate and eſteeme , ſo that King _Abimelech defircd his | 
triendſhip, and though ſome envied and wronged him, yer they 
could not hinder Gods blefling from attending him, cſpecially one 
ycere God gave him a fingular bleſſing, for he fowed and reaped, and | Geuz6. 12, 
'as by Faith he beleeved that God would, ſo God did make him 
roomth and he became fruitfull inthe land. 
| Andlaſt of all, helived along time in this world to enjoy alltheſc 
things, and lived to continue with his wife Rebekah, ſhee lived as 
[long orneere as long as he, which could not bur be a great comfort 

to him. So you ſee hee had all abundance of outward contents tor | 
| his children,wife,ſtate,c>c. 

Now I b-eſcech you reckon betwixt God and your ſclves ! hath 
not God beene as favourable to ſome of you as to Tſaac ? ſo thar 
you have good, vertuous, and dutifull and religious wives, which 
| will helpe your errors, and cheriſh your bodies, and doe you all che 
| good they can. Hath not hee given ſome of you good and godly 
| children, ar leaſt ſome, or one, and the reſt civill and thriving s Hath 
[not he given you a wealthy eſtate 2 not ſo rich as Iſaac but even rich 
enough, I mane ſo much as will inable youro enjoy your ſelves in 
'the world, and to pafle thorough the world with comfort. Hath not 


| he proſpered the worke of your hands 2 and given you roomth, and 
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\made you increaſe, yea hath hce not made you live a long timeto 
enjoy all theſe things 2 If ſo, let theſe benefirs become martter of | 
praiſe, let them become arguments of obedience, labour to be tru- | 


Pp 
ly thankfull for them, that you may finde them truly beneficial! : | 


| | make a ſpirituall uſe of temporall bleſſings. 


| And it any want theſe things, let him ſee how rich God ay 
oy him even truſt in him for ſufficiency in outward thipgs, and 
count it enough that it pleaſerh God ro give him better things as I 
exhorred before, And if any of Gods people finde not theſe things 
ſo granted to himſclte, let him not take Gods dealing with him in 
the worlt part, let him not aſcribe it to want of love to him, but 
to his wiſcdome, that ſecing him not ſo capable of theſe things, 
doth withdraw from him thar thing which hce ſees would be hurt- 
full unto him. Wee muſt not mitconſter Gods forbearing to give. 
outward things. Yca now let all men encourage themſelves to bee 
obedicnt to God, and to feare him as did 1faac, for you ſee in him | 
char God is ready to reward his ſervants with great commodities ' 
and comforts in this lite too. Hee will not alone fave them, but 
| ſo farre as is good, make their eſtate proſperous here below. That 
| godlineſſe which hath the promiſe ſhall alſo have the performance, 
of good: things for this preſent life and that which is to come. 
1 know, that theſe bee common benefits, but when they come! 
ſweetened with Gods bleſhng, then they are truly comfortable, and 
ſo ſhall they be to him that intereſts himſclfe ro them by getting | 
into Chriſt, and walking in him in holineſſe and godly converlſa- | 
tion. 
So wechave done with 1ſaacs benefits, now his croſſes; for nci- 
ther could hee, nor can any man in this life ſcape but that more 
or leſſe hee ſhall meere wich afflictions. Firſt in reſpe& of his bo-| 
dy. 2. His ſtate. 3, His children, | 


1.He waslong For his body, hee was blinde many yeares, for hee was mar- 


blinde, 


ried at forty, at ſixty hee had Eſau and Jacob ; Jacob was about, 
ſeventy ſix yeares when he came to Laban, fo then Iſaac was a hun- 
dred thirty fixe yeares, and at that time hee could not diſc-rne 
' Eſau and Tacob one from the other by fight, and he lived in all 180 
'ycares, from which if you ſubera& 136, then will remaine for- | 
ty foure yearcs, ſo long did Iſaac live without the uſe of his cycs. 
| Therefore learne you to bee thanketull that God hath given you 
' your eyc-fight evento your lives end, ſo that you want not this 
ſence at all rill death, or at leaſt want it not ſo long a ſpace of 
'time. Sight is a great comfort, it is pleaſant to ſee the Sunne 
' and to bee able with ow eyes to behold and diſcerne our friends 
and all other creatures of G OD. Let us praiſe God for the uſe 
. of thisand other ſences. 

| Secondly, let us prepare to ſuffer the ſame croſſe, who cantell 

| how ſoone his eyes may grow dimme £ let us uſe them . well 


| whileſt wee have them, and withdraw them from looking = 
| vanity, 


os i _—_— ——. —— — SE 


vanity, and all other abuſes : for nothing will grieve us more | 
{when wee have loſt them, then that wee have abuſed them, | 
nor comfort us more, then to remember that wee have ' | 
kept them in order and beſtowed them holily. And indeed, they | 
bee things apt to bee abuſed a 1oco waics 5 Prevent all theſe | 
abuſes and put on a contemed mindae,it God fee it fit to be depri- 
|ved of them, getting ſuch a clearencfſe of inward fight, thar the | 
| com{ort of that may ſupply the want of outward eyes. Hee that | 
; hath an undcrſtanding given him to {ce God and Chriſt, to ſee | 
; Heaven and things ſpirituall, may eaſily miſle the fight of other 
things; but ah how comfortleſle is a blind body joyned with a 
| blind minde 2 Take heed that this great darkeneſle fall not upon. 
' you, for what can this bee but cven a tore-runner of utter and evcr-. 


laſting darkeneſſe. 

; Further, ſac in his ftate met with divers croſſes, the_Phili- | _—_— 
ſtins envied him, chaſed him from them, wronged him by ſtop- es 1 

ping his Fathers Well and by unjuſt ſtriving with him for thoſe he 

himſelfe had digged, thefc bee ciolies and ſuch as trouble the 

nature of man, and ſceme hard to bcate, but this good man wreſtled | 

with them. | | 

| Prepare your ſelves therefore to be envied and wronged, and 

'to have enemies that will contend and quarrell with you cauſeleſly, 

and be carefull to get Gods favour, that the malice and injuriouſ.. 
|neſſe of men may not be able to hurt you, but that God may bleſle | b 
you the more, by how much men doe more envie you, wrong | 
you and contend againſt you, as ir befell ro 7/axc. For God pro- | 
ſpered him and comforted him che more, by how much the world | 
did more grudge at him, and ſecke to diſquict him. Labour there- | 
fore to get Gods favour, that you may have a patient, a cheerefull | 
minde the in middeſt of rhe greateſt injurics.Inthe meane time,expeRt | 
| ſuch evill uſage and ftrive to be able ro beare it without vexation | 
and diſcontent, which are things more troubleſome then the croſles | 
themſelves. 
| Forther, learne to be thankfull ro God, if hee have pleaſed to | | 
| keepe you from ſpight, wrong and ſtrife, that either you bee not | 
cnvied, or elſe thoſe that envie you have not had ability to wrong | 
'you and contend againſt you, It is agreat goodneſle of God fo to | 
hedge about a mans eſtate, that no man hath bcene able to breake | 
1n upon him to hurt him, and it 15 neither mens wit nor greatneſle | 
that can procure unto them this ſafety,but it is God alone that ma- | 
keth them to dwell-in ſafety, Let our hearts be lifred up to praile | 
|him, that hath Jo incompaſſed us with his favour as with a | | 
ſhield. | 

| But next, Tſaac was croſſed in his children. Firſt, in that hee K Was long 

[continued long without iſſue, whereas God had promiſed him iſſue, |wihour fue. 
andthe hope of his ſalvation depended upon the performance of 


his promiſe ; for out of his loynes was that ſeede to proceed in | 
whom 
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whom all Nations were to bee blefſed, and yer hee was married | 
| twenty yceres afore this promiſe was tulfilled. So long did God | 
| | exerciſe his faith with delay. ; | 
| Learne to beare with patience Gods deterring of his promi- | 
| {es 2nd notto let your hopes flip, but ſtill co truſt on God and waite | 
| = | for him, who will come in due time though hee fatisfie not our. 
I | boſtie and over-cager defires, Hold to the promiſe of God, it. 
ſhall be fulfilled at length though wee bee made to tarry ſome- 
|| what long for ir, that wee may bee better firred to reccive it 
; with thanketullnefle, The longer a good thing 1s defired and de- 
ferred, the more abuncant comtort it yeeldeth when it is 
| ' COME. | K-:- | 
| a Hewazrcld But ſecondly, Zj/au prooved a crofſſe to him in two things. ! 
RemE/a2 | Firſt, that hce tooke into the houfe two ſuch 1] conditioned 
' Maides, as were a gricte of heart to 1ſazc and Rebekah, Gen, 26. 
'#lt, This is a bitter croſle. to bee peſter'd with unquiet, froward, ' 
unruly. and wicked daughters in Law, that ſhall make one weary 
of his life; and like evill and bitter ſauce, rake away the ſweet- 
.nefle of ail othcr comforts. Learne ro bee thanketull, if you have 
eſcaped this crofle, and it God have ' provided fuch yoake-fel- 
| lowes for your children, as by their dutitull and loving carriage | 
| doe make the comfort of your lives more abundanr, framing 
'| themſclves to content you 1n all good and Jawfull things, as if 
| | they were your owne fonnes or daughters : Iris a great ſatisfacti- | 
| on to ſce ones children {o happily matched ; Let not this bene. 
fit bee flcigtted and paſſed over without particular thankes, And | 
| now prepare for this croſle, or if you bee under it, labour to 
| beare it, ſo as not to bee made weary of lite, but enjoy the reſt 
fo rhanketully, thar the bitterneſle of this may bee ſweetened and 
 allayed,. And pray to God to dire& your ſelves and your chil- 
| dien ſo in their choice or yours for them, that they may not ſtum- | 
| ble vpon a torment unawares, and learne in chooſing to choole for 
grace rather then ſiniſter reſpes, ſo may you hope to bee direRed 
| aright, and toget atruc benefit, 

Againe, Efau was acrofle to his Father in his malice againſt his 
| Brother, whoin hee purpoſed to kill, and would not keepe the : 
[thought to himſclfe ſo, but that it uttered it felfe, It 1/aac 
' knew nor of it, hee was not aftlicted with it, but if hee did, hee 
BK could nor bur take it heaviiy, Thanke God it hee have not given. 
| | over your children to ſuch malice one againſt the other, and it you 
| | lie under this miſcrv, make it as cafte as may bee, by telling 
| | your ſelves it was Tſaacs crofls, and yet God kept it from ever com- 
E ming to execution. | 
 21n 7a. | - But Iſaac was croſled in Taceb too, for hee lived a ſtranger from 
him twenty yecres ſo that hee did not enjoy him. Is it not a geicte 
to have a good childe as it were baniſhed and reſtrained from 
dwelling with his Father tor ſo long a time , whoſe pay His. 
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[love makes him to deſire every day £ Bur 1/aac lived to fee much} 

..rudeneſſe in his Grand-children, for hee our-lived 1oſephs (cling into! 

Egypt, and was afflicted in 1acobs uncomfortablenefle under that : 

crolle. Blefle God if ir have not happnend ſo to you, and it it | 

have, mutter not, for what are you that you may not be put to as! 

much hardnefle as 1/aac ? 
'And laſtly, Iſaac died at 180 yeeres, a long life indeed for 
thoſe times, bt it ended in death and buriall,and 
ſo muſt each of yours even a preat 
while ſooner, O therefore ſtu- 
dy to bee prepared 


for 1t. 
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THREE SIXTEENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


_ 


| OF REBEKKAH. 
| 


2M Ebklth was the wife of 1ſiac, of her birth and 
"'&, death the Scripture is ſilenr, We are therefore to 
look into her life, wherein obſerve the good ſhee 
»? had and did, the evill ſhe did and ſuffered, The 
good (he did; 

bf A\ Fir(t, whileſt ſhe lived young in her Fathers 
Ag UYYyTwe houſe, She was a Virgin untouched by man, Gey. 
24.16. Noman knew her, It bchooveth young women to behave them- 


Wh / 


| untotheir own husbands undefiled, Therefore the holy Ghoſt ap- 


pointed the Parents to be carefull of preſerving the tokens of the 
' maidens virginity, that they might be able to prove 1t againſt the 
 flanders of her husbands evill tongue (it he ſhould after report that 
| he found her not a maide) but withall he appointed that if the wo- 
' mancould nor prove her ſelfe to have been a Virgin, ſhe ſhould be 
| brought outand publiquely ſtoned at her Fathers doore, Dent .22,13. 
| You ſce that God would have the daughter put to death which 
ſhould be bold roproſtirute her ſelfe ro any other men, and then de- 
 ceive one that had not knowne her, and thruſt her ſelfe upon him as it 
ſbehad bcena Virgin,as much as ifhe had ordered that ſuch adefiled 
| Aa 
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| ſelves ſo modeſtly,and ſhametac'dly,that they may bring themſelves | 


maiden | 


Rehbekkahks 
ncither birth 
nor dcath 1s 
mertioned 1a 
Scripture 


Her veirucs, 


1, SiC was 
chaitc while 
a Virgins 
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maiden ſhould not marry any other but him that had defiled her,un. 
lefle firſt ſhe had made the matter knowne unto that other, Now 
what care ſhould be taken to preſerve chaſtity, the heathens may 
reach us, who for meere crcdit ſake,uſed diligence 1n this matter,and 
it ſhould be a ſhame for Chriſtians not to exceed Pagans inany 
point of goodneſle. 
| Let metherefore ſpeake unto you young maidens, and require 
| you to follow Rebekkah in this kinde, keep your ſelves pure,ſuffer nor 
your ſelves to be won away with any (olicications forall occaſions of 
ſin, Be nor haughty in conceitof your own ſtrength to withſtand a. 
ny allurement, but feare God,and beſeech him to keep you by vertue 
of his feare, elſe many a boaſting maiden hath been forced our of her 
own experience to confeſle, that this offence cannot be prevented by 
braging. I ſay therefore, let the feare of God, and an humble hearr, 
and a carcfull ſhunning of evill opportunities be the preſervers of 
your chaſtity. And it any of you have been corrupt, and vitiated, 
|chough it be knowne to none but God and your ſelves, {ce that you 
| be greatly humbled, and truly penitent tor it. 
| Thecuſtome of many is, it they can conceale themſelves 1n this 
| kinde, and that they prove not with childe,to the'publique reproach- 
| ing of chemſclves betore men, not at all to grieve for the ſin commit- 
[if | red, though it be neverthelefle abominable in Gods (ight, becauſe of 
1 ſuch concealing ir; yea, ſome there be that adde murder alſo to fil- 
thineſſe, uſing meanes of abortion to themſelves, or of hindering 
a {themſelves from conceiving, by wicked reaches, and deviſes : Bur 
| {the all ſceing eyes of God do diſcover their lewdneſſe, and will make 
their offences knowne to all theworld, and that ſo much the more to 
their diſgrace, and deſtruction, by how much they. have declared 
\ themſelves to be more wicked, in fearing men, and not God. Indeed 
1 if rhe matter come to open knowledge, they weep, and take on,ſhew. 
+ "= ing evidently, that iznominy goeth nearer to their hearts than fig, 
| and that they care not how lewd they be, if rheir lewdneſſe come not 
to light.Burt I ſay, be you carefull to prevent ſecret fins in this kinde, 
and tender the bealth of your ſoules more than the credit of your 
names, and undoe that fin by unfained repentance, which willelſe 
make you odious to God, though you hide it never fo clofly from 
; men, And let Parents alſo cary a watchfull eye upon their daughters, 
not giving them liberty torange upand down atunfit times, to unfit 
"1 { places, leſt it befall them as it did Dinah, Iacobs daughter, when ſhee 
| gave her ſelfe leave to gaze abroad to ſee the faſhions of the daugh- 
| rers of the countrey. And I muſtalſoſpeake royoung men, which 
. . | JS 
goea wooing to young maidens, that they ſuffer not themſelves to 
5e (o far tranſported with unlawtull, and unruly defires, as to pollute 
thoſe before marriage, oraſſay ro ſolicite them whom they pretend 
to love (ſo, as to make them their wives, If they love them, let them 


keep them ſoworthy tobe beloved, and enter not into Gods Ordi- 
| nance, 


| 
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nance, through the devils Portal), as I may call it, O be not ſowick- 
ed, (o 1njurious tothe maid, and the friends of the maid with whom 
you ſcek ro make affinity, as to lay a ſnare and blot upon your ſelves, 
and the kindred and parents of your ſelves, and of the Virgin to 
whom you pretend love and good will, but enter purely into Matri- 
' mony, that the bleſſing of God may accompany you in Matrimony. 
And fo much tor Rebekkahs chaſtity, ſhe came an unſpotted Virgin 
to the bed of marriage. | 
Now further, (the was a painfull and a curteous maid, for ſhe came 
out with her pitcher on her ſhoulder to draw water at a common 
Well, and did not think ſo much of her labour, but that ſhe was 
ready to draw water, and fill the troughes till a number of Camels 
had drank their fill, and curteoully let down her pitcher to givethe 
man that was a ſtranger to her, to drink, and of her own accord offe- 
red her ſervice to water his Camels too, 
\ Learne you maidens to be paintull, learne to be curteous, by la- 
bour you ſhould keep your bodies in good health, and your mindes 
allo free from vices and evil! defires, and by curtefic you ſhall ſhew 
| your ſelves to beof a good nature, willing to be ſerviceable, and fo 
(hall win love, credir, and goodeſtecme : but an idle churliſh per- 
ſon, that makes her ſelfe ſick by her floathfulnefle, and by her back- 
'wardneſſe ro doſervice, (ſhewing that ſhe is good for nothing but to 
trick up, and pride her felfe) becomes loathſome to God and man. 
' Be not idle, be not nice and dainty, be not ſowre and churlich, theſe 
things will caufe you to inherite as much diſgrace as Rebekkah did in- 
herite honour and good will. Let me commend unto you the vertu- 
ous example of good Rebekkah, drefle your ſelves as it were at her 
glaſſe, and adorn-your ſelves with her vertues. This Story you may 


and take it forth into your lives, and learn to live according to the 
worthy preſidents which the word of God commendeth unto you. 
Thecuſtome of the world, and the corruption of nature will per- 
ſwadeyou rather to pride, niceneſle, ſloathtulneſle, and diſcurtefie, 
but we muſt take heed of following our own naughty nature, in the 
finfull faſhions of the world ; Sheisa Chriſtian indeed that is wil- 
ing to live according tothe Scriptures. 

Now conſider another vertue of Rebekkahs, ſhe was willing to bee 
Tuled by her friends in marriage, and when they had given their con. 
ſent to Abrahams ſervant for the marrying of her to 7ſaac, ſhe alſocon- 
ſented, and ſaid, [willgowiththe man, Gen,14.58, So ſhould all mai- 
(ens yeeld themſelves to the government of their parents and friends 
in this matter,that they may with more aſſurance & comfort expe 
the bleſſing of God tomake their lives comfortable in mariage,by gi- 
ving them love & favour in their husbands eyes,and beſtowing upon 
| them good husbands,at leaſt if they meete with ſuch as be notwhar 
they oughr,they may with more |" REA & patience undergo 
| a 2 the 


. _ 


reade at Jarge, Gen. 24.15. and ſo forward reade it, conſider of it, | 


2. She was 
paintull and 
curteous, 

My I. ord, ſaid 
ſhe :Sir,as 
you would 
lay 1n Evg- 
liſh, 


3.She was 
willing ro be 
tuled by her 
f.iendsin 
marriave, 
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the crofſe when it comes not with a ſting upon their con{cicnces, | 
in that by their fnfulncfle they have even pulled miſery upon them. | 
elves. If you be well matched, the comtort will be doubled, when 
you ſhall perceive that it is a fruit of Gods gondnefſe unto you, in. 
bleſſing your care of obſerving his commandements, and Gdirecti. | 
' ons, and if a crofſe come, it will be tar more eaſily borne, when you | 
have your parents and triends ready to comfort you, and helpe you, 
| becauſe you have followed their directions 1n heſtowing your ſelves, | 
| Thus you ſhall provide beſt tor your own perpetuall welfare:for that 
 inordinate paſhion, which is called love, will foon be quenched like a | 
 fireof thornes,and then it is not the fulfilling ot irregular defires,that | 
will miniſter comfortunto you, It is evident by experience, that dil. 
cord and diflention do quickly tall out betwixt them that tollowed | 
paſſionrather then duty, and diſcretion in placingthemſelves with a 
| busband, Now you ſhall bewell able thus to pertorm your duty both | 
to God and your Parents,if you keep your {clves owners of your own | 
hearts, and ſuffer not your unruly paſſions to make you flaves unto | 
themſclves,and ſo ro make your duty dithcult and tedious, He that | 
keeps his feet and legs free from ſhackles and chains, can cafily goa. 
bout any buſineſſes that are ncedtull tor him to do, But whoſoever | 
will lade himſc!fiwich irons and fetters, ſhall inde ir grievous to (tir 
when 1t15 requiſite for him togoany whither, Therefore ſhackle nor 
' you ſoule3 with the chaines of unruly affe ions, that you may chear. 
fally yeeld your ſelves to your parents diſpoſall, as both nature and. 
religiondorequireat your hands. Give not away your ſelves before | 
hand,commir not that vile Idolatry of making ſome one man a falle 
0d unto you,and let not your hearts be inflaved to any one, betore | 
your Parcnts bave given you, who have intereſt from God rodiſpoſle | 
of you according to therules of diſcretion for your own 250d. For | 
Parents looke to the conſtant good of their children in beſtowing 
them, but their own green heads do likely regard nothing elſe but 
the pleaſing of their eye and fancies, which likely doth end in miſe- 
ry and diſcontent, And fo you have fecn Rebekkahs good carriage | 
while ſhe was a maiden, living under the government of hcr Earher 
'in his Family, | 

Now fee how ſhe carries her ſelte afterwards. 

1. To Odd, 2. To herhusband, 3. Toher children, 

1. To God, She joyned with her husband in prayer for chil- 
dren, and therefore ſhe had faithin God, and truſted in him for 
iſſue not barely rothecourſe of nature, for it is ſaid Ger, 25.27, 
I{aac entreated the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhee was barren, ſhee was 
preſent with her husband, and jovned her owne ſupplications 
with his, for the obtaining of truicfulneſſe by bim, A good wo. 
man ought to bee prayerinall, and both to unite her devorions to 
her husband, and alſo to call upon God by herfſelfe alone. Sec there- 


fore vou wives that you be ready to ſhew picty in the ſame kinde ; 
pray 


| 


(TEN. Rebe Kkab. th. GwHapr.| 5 
pray wo God with your hu: bands, yea pray to him tor your ſelves, 
husbands, and children, and for ail g00d things, The bleſhogs are 
doubled that are gotten not alone by natural endeav ours, but by fcr- 
vent prayers wito God, tor this 15 a proote, that they be granted by 
Gcd 1n tavour, and 10 they become tokens of his love to men, and by 
that meancs are much more comtortable then ot their own nature 
they could be, Thoſe wives therefore are to0 blame, that ſcarce are 
willing to pray themſelves, ortooyne with their husbands, but by 
their backwardnc de interrupt their praying together, a thing con- | 
demned by S, Peter, when it 1s procured by diſconrents, falling Out | 
betwixt,and conſequently alioby any other meanes. Mend this fault 
O ye wives , and you that are husbands, it the tault have been in you, 
mend it, and ſce that you joyne together, calling upon God. If you 
have children, yet there be enough of other things for which you | 
ought to viſite the Throne of grace. The graces of Gods Spirit arc + 
much moredefirable thenthe fruit of our bodies, and I am ſurethar 
our hearts are all barren of ſuch fruit, and cannot be made fruitful! 
but by Gods Spirit working in our hearts, and prayer will cauſe him 
to makc a barren heart fruirtnll as well as a barren wombe, but with. 
our prayer the heart will never bring forth true grace. Naturall be- 
nefirs, children,and the like, doe fall into the laps of men and wo 
men thous! 1 they doe not ſeeke them from God by this cxerciſe of 
 praycr but {piricuall bleſſings cannot be obtained by any other 
, meanes, if this be not alſo joyned to the meanes to fantifie them, | 
| You have therefore cauſe enough to pray together as well as 1ſauc and 
| Rebekkah, cven though you have not barren bodies, yea, and if you 
 havechildren, yet it is requiſite to crave Gods favourable ble Ning 
' upon them, without which, they may prove atterwards the greatelt 
croſſes you h 2ave, inſtead of the greateſt comforts , ſee therefore thar 
you be not lack inthis ſervice of God. | 
Again, Rebekkahs duty is feen, in that ſhe went to God to enquire | 2. She inqui- 
when the found a more then ordinary ſtriving in her wombe : wee | 500000 
muſt all learne of her to keep our peace with God, and to be alwaics | children 1- 
ready to ſeceke tohim, it any thing betall us that puts us to tcarcor | v<d in her 
trouble, as you {ce the people of God have done at all times. lr be- | _— 
comes the children of God ſtill to enquire of him, and iceke to him 
inall occurrents, Indeed it pleaſeth him to fend ſuch occaſions un- 
to us, that by them we may be drawne nearer unto him, and viſit him 
moreofren, and more checretully. They therefore that are ſtrangers 
to God, and run any whether, rather then to him for help and directi. 
on, when troubles doe come unto them, are much too blame them- 
{-lves for profancnefle. They acknowledge God alone in word, but 
deny him in deed, that are thus eſtranged from him. Mend this fault 
now, and that you may with more aſſurance run to God when croſles 
and cutnbers befall you, be ſure to pray wirhout ceaſing, and to | | 
keep your hearts 1n with him , by calling upon him at all times. Ir is | 
Aa} a moſt | 
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| amoſt happy thing to have the Throne of grace alwates wpct [2 Ones 
+8 prayers; and it is kept open by continuar ce, and datly cxercifing | 
| onesſelte in this ſervice. If any lay, how thall we enquire of Goy 
now,feeing weare now dcſtirute of extraordinary Prophets,by Whol 

| meanes we may {cek unto him 2? I aniwer, we have his Word, w: 

; —, havehis Name, we have his Miniſters and {aithiull people —_— 1 

| to, and by thoſewe may as {ſufficiently ſeck unto him, as-by any cx. 

| traordinary Prophets, Wheretore as Reveriah feeling that buſling ; T7 

| her wombe, ſaid, why am thus > And went tocnquire 0: God Gen 
25 So maftwe in all occaſions of di{quietment,cithcr of voay, 


DL 22, 


orot minde, thinke with our ſelves, why 1s it thus with me 2 at 
muſt come to prayer,and cravedirectionand help ofhim ; VVe mu! 
runtohis word, and ſeck to informe our ch from thence, wh: 
may be the cauſeof our preſent eſtate, an conſult with his Faithſul] 
ſervants that hav. a larger meaſure o! knowledge thin our ſelves, 
that by their advice we may learne what is fit for us to doe, anil upo!, | 
what ground it is that matters be ſowith us,and God by theſe means 
=y will ſettle and quict our mindes as ſurely, and firmly, as of old he ac. 
| .cuſtomed todoe by meanes of his' holy Prophets. $o you have Re. 
| Ih: bekkahs piety to God, now ſee her carriage to her husband, and wc 
Fy ftinde in the Story ofher life, reſtimonics of her DCIng a Jutifull witc 
| __ - unto him. | 
'2.Sh-was | PForfirſt, when ſhe found him inclined to go againſt the will of 
{ Cariftllto = | God | (1n giving away that ſolemne bleſling which ſhe inherited from 
1 - {his Father Abrah: 9, unto the Son to whom it was not due, becaule 
God had preferred the younger before theelder) (ſhe was carctull ro 
prevent that fin, and to procure the bleſiing unto Zach, towhom it 
was due, and how ? Not by brawling and falling out with him, bur 
| oy a ventle anda quiet meanes. I commcnd not the uſing of guile | 
and falſhood, but in that ſhe fell not to ic by violence of ſpeech, bur 
by agentle and milde way,in that I cannot but commend her, Here- 
in ſhe did the part ofa loving, diſcreete, and dutitull wite, who reve- 
. renced her husband, and deſires tokeep him from ſin. She came n0 
RY chafing to 7ſaac, as once Sarah did to Abraham, bur by a gentle cour!c 
| | + he cauſed him to eſcape the faulr before he could commit it, and| 
| beyond his purpoſe. So muſt you good wives carry your ſelves, if} 
1 your husbands be about to ſwerve out of the way, and you perceive , 
| it, you muſt endeavour by ſweet and dutifull courſes to prevent, or. 
if | recall them from fin,not rouſe fierce paſſion,brawling as ſometimes. 
EN  ___,womenota hierce ſpirit doe, who many times arc puniſhed for their | 
| Es indiſcreet frowardnefle, by failins of their defircs,and making things! 
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worſe, rather then changing them for the better. I he fame dit (poſi- 
tion to her husband ſhe ſhewed inanother paſſage too, for thar ſh c| 
might procurethe {ending of 7acob into Padan Aram, ſhe did not o- 
i penly ccclare the matter to her husband , but came and related thr 


| trouble ſhe had with Eſars wives, and told how bitter a thing 1! 
| would | 


— — 


— 


—” On Se SIe_ wo. - 


ee Rn er eee rn POCO OO ES ———— ———— — — — —_ " 
\ _— , Ct —__—_ — EO AAA at tO OO 


_— — _ — UN IT” OO EE. ES — 


EEE N, | 1 ew: CHAS 24. 7 


wou'd prove onto her, it ſhewere as bad yoked with another wifc 
chat laecob fnould bring and WO hi;  11i-atch Lacob forawife in- 
| [© Pads AT AM, | 
A woman ſhouid alwaics deale by lov! NT meancs with her huſ: 
209% to gerrhe'! 00d MIREWOUL at bis !:ands, and not by violence 
1 amour, You t would have ther re -put [Cc O: g00d wives In your 
arts, {ce that you follow Rebekk, * prevaile dy diſcreet, wile, 
in Pp CUTTCOUS courles, 108 Oy [trons hand ; and vioience, Burt theſe 
oa r. ſharp, and paffionate women, that will wreſt the things they 
_— Out 01 their husbands hands, ( perhaps alto inconvenient 
tings) oy c:14d1n0g, and bis, an loud wo; ;ds, as once I told you Sz 
16 {O0/ »brtodo, or elle by pul; ng Z, and whining, and charging their 
00S} ands not to love them clſe, as the witc of Snpſon did, are to be 
:med as undiicrecr, and diſobedicnt wives, anc if they repent not 
| Weir fol l]y.and anrulincfſe, the Loidwillone day call them to ac- 
| COU! tor their miſdemcanours : Genrleneſle, and dutifulneſſe muſt | 
»7n vour converſation,and your husbands muft {ee your converſa. 
ON coup! ec wir tearc tO difpleaſe, | © ſhall you make your ſelves 
nd husbands happy,both at once,and have a kinde of lawfull power 
with them over whom you have not any authority. 
But now ot Rebekkahs carriage to her Sons, ſhewas intheright,ſhe | 4. She loved 
[loved the good ſon whom God loved molt ; Tacob was a plain man, RA 
UTE 700d man, beloved of God, therefore ſhe did love him too, and 
herein ſhe did much excell bct husband 7ſaac, and was more to bc 
(commended, and did better pleaſe God. [Indeed ten 1n ſhe ſhewed 
1c obedience to God, as well as her affe Aion to 7xc0b, whom the dc- 
ired to have attain the bleſſing, becauſe the knew that God had ap- 
P! Minred ir unto him. Ir 1s a neceſſary thing, that men ſhould fab. | 
[mitthem{lves unto God inevery thing, and become turtherers the | 
veſt they © 17 0f fulfilling his g90d pleaſure , when onc< he hath | 
vOovnchſafcd to manifeſt it Cunto them. O ler us learn to ſubmit our | 
wills thus to Gods will, and ro make it our careto have thoſe things |. 
aonc by ourſelves and others which he would havedone. And learne | 
Parents, andallmen, of Rebekktah, to love them beſt in whom the | 
Lord hat! printed bis Image moſt clearely and abundantly. Let 
_——— ſie be the loadſtone of our affections rather then any other 
:inz, yea ltus all learn of her roo, to ſtrive to procure a bleſſing up. | 
on our chi (dren, though not by ſuch acourl: as ſhe rook, for herein. 
the was m_— blame worthy, yet by all 20nd and honeſt courſe 'S | 
that we can, even by our orayers for them, and good inftrutions to 
them, an: 1the like. You have heard Rebekk:hs ooodnefſe, ſo much as | 
[ remember chat the Scriptures have left upon 'Tccord, ſaving i it 1s N0- | 
red ot her, thar the made ſavoury meate for her husband, fuch as he 5. She pro- 
loved, (hc could not have done 1t ſo well then, if ſhe had not taken | vided fach 
_—_ oF it, and dane ir often before. So it is the part of a good | foodforher 
| vo; 1an to cheriſh her husband in his dict, ſo far as her meanes ; and 1164, 
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| | ability will; —— nit, and having © informed himſelf nat 1s plcafing to 
| \ him, acco dingly tO Proviuc it for him. So ſhall ſhe ſew 200d will 
| 20 her husband, which alwaies makes one careful to picaſe and pra. 
' tifie the party beloved. Here is a patterne for you to live after, all 
' you good women ſeek to give your husbands due content in their 
ood, prepare things acceptable tothem as you be adlc, cſpecially, 
if they be weak, blinde, or otherwiſe attlicted; that your kindeu- 
lapethis way, may cven countervaile the want of other benefits, and. 
cauſe their lives robe as comfortable tothem, as in ſuch croſſes the; 
| may be : but without doubt ſhe is a bad and unlovins : wife, who ne. 
lecteth to give her husband ſatisfation in this point, who ſets him | 
torr, and cares not to fit him with pleaſing tood , it they be not de- | 
| tirure of meancs, yea, who feeds her felt deliciouſly 12 his abſence, | 
| and muſt have ſomechoice proviſion for her ſelf when ſhe pleaſeth, | 
that ſhall be hidden from his eye, and withdrawne from his mouth, | 
A great fault it is ina wite, to forget that her husband and ſhe do} 
make but one body, and todivide him from her 1n cating ani drink- | 
ing to whom ſhe is ſonearly linked in other ſociety, Be no more of | 
{enders inthis kinde, if you have been ſuch, but now be good nurſes 
to your husbands, and let them at leaſt partake with your r ſelves of a-| 
ny good farc which you provide for your ſelves. Theſe be the things 
commendable in Relektah, Now I cometo her faults. 


| Her faults, Firlt, ſheuſed deceit and fraud to conveigh the blefling unto 'Z 

: | FE 43 cob, and ſought rather to hooke it to him by afleſhly device, then tO. 
= | the bling compaſſe itby a convenient and lawfull wav. You (hall reade the 

| fo Lacop; Story Ge#.,27.1, and 17, She knew her husband was blinde. = 


ſhe ſpake 29 [acob to get the bleſſing by a cuaning device, the ſends 
Ora Kid, makes ſuch adith as was pleaſing ro Ti Adcs valate, uſes 


187 : meanes to make his hands and neck {eem rough, like unto E ſans, by | 
h || | coverinz them with the skins of the Kids as handſomely as thee 
, || could, and ſo ſends him in to /ſazc, baving before emboldned him to 


|| lay, though falſely, that he was Eſau the eldeſt Son. This was a fin in 
{| | her, the matter of itwas fraud and taſhood, the aggravations of it 
were, firſt, ſhe drew Zacob into the (inot lying and ſhifting, even con. 

trary to his own temper, for the Scripture witneſſeth of him, that 7: 
IP AS a þ: 4173 man, 

Secondly,ſhe was ſet upon it, that though 7acob objeted he ſhoul. 
getacurle rather then a bleſſing, by ſeeming ro his Father a deceiver 
2nd a mocker, yet ſhe found a meanes to encourage him in his lying, 
by a trick to beguile his Father well enough ; that he ſhould never 
bo - | inde him our, and ſo drew him to g0 thorough with the crafty de- 
I 2 vice : thiswas praQtifl deven againſt her husband alſo, ro whom it 
| | leaſt of all becommeth awiferto uſe deceit and Jying. Only there | 
.__ {wasone mitigation and extenuation of her faulr, ſhe did aime at a 
FF 200d end, bur a o00d intention cannot juſltific onlawfull means rhat| 


are ulied to accompliſh ic. Ve have in her then a faultof craftineſlc, 
2nd | 
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; ad UCCCLL, and lying, There 1s a great difference betwixt wifdome 
and trand, witdome will alwaies hold' it ſclfe to the fide of juſtice, 
| not alone in the thing it mainly {eekes, bur alſo ta the path which it 
' chooleth to walk intothatend , But fraud is as it were a rotten wit. 
| COME, ang cares not to follow equity and truth iathe way it takes, 
and neither many times intheend. Abhorre fraud, thar is, the carrv- 
ing of athing wilily with lying, and falſhood, whether ir be good or 
| bad, bur moſt of all ifitr be bad. 7: is a [into do evill that good may come 
of it, as S. Panl teacheth, Rom. 3. It is a [in to lie, even for Gods cauſe, 
| and to defendeven his juſlice with falſe tales, and figments, As 706 ad. 
moniſheth his frinds chat did io, and that they might not ſeeme to 
impure unrighteouſneſſe to God in fo fore puniſhing of 7vb, they did 
!mpute hypocrifte to him-that was puniſhed. Ir is a fin to lic even 
fora purpoſe otherwiſe good, for we are commanded to prt away lying. 
W herctore, conſider of your felves, if you have not lyed and begui. 
led, it you have not allured and encouraged others to joyne with you 
110 lying, and beguiling, that elſe would not have done it, If you 
have done it againſt thoſe that were neare to you, to whom you 
ſhould have uſed more reſpe&t : And worſtofall, it you have done | 
it for a {infull end £00, that is, nor to get what was due to you, as here 
|Zacob, but what was not due, by over-reaching your neighbours 1n 
bargaining, and the like, nor tokeopa man from fin as here, bur ra. 
ther to draw him to In, as in cale of unjuſt complaints toa ſuperiour, 
tomake him puniſh, when he ſhould not puniſh; Not to do your 
ſelves good, as here lacob, hut to do another a miſchiet, as Davids 
falſe accuſers to Saul, .and if your conſciences accuſe you of ſuch 
| fraud, repent of it before God, blame your ſelves for it, ſeek pardon, 
reſolve to pur ir away for hereafter, and intreate the Lord to fortifle 
you againſt all ſuch wickedneſſe, that ſo you may be pardoned, elle 
great is the danger of ſuch wickedneſſe, The bread of deceit ſhall begra- 
well in theb ly, and wealth gotten by lyins ſhall prove but vanity toſſed to 
and fro of thems that ſeeke death, 1 pray you, conſider how God cha- 
Riſed this guile inthefe rwo good perſons,and thar though they had 
agoodendinit, For, this occaſioned the rage of Eſau, which made 
| him threaten, yca, and after attempt to kill Zacob, and fo drove Tacob 
from 1ſazcs family, and kepr them from that comfortable enjoy- 
ment each of other, which elſe they mizht have had for rwenty years 
together. And be you now lovers of plainneſſe, abhorre ſhifring and 
alſhood, truſt Gol with the ſucceſle of all your affaires, and truſt 
otto your own hearts, and heads, he that ſeekes to effe& his defires 
by honeſt and juſt meanes, he puts confidence in God, and nor in 
himſclfe, he that uſerh lying and couſinage, he purs not his hope 10 
God, but in his own wit and heart : Shew truc and well grounded 
confidence in God, by keeping your ſelves within the paths of equi- 
ty and truth, lovely pathes, faire pathes, ſtraight pathes, which ſhall 
(urely lead you to more happineſſe and comfort ar laſt, than [yins, 
an L 
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*, She-wastoo 


much trou- 
bled at hcr 
evilldaugh- 
ters in law, 


2 King,19.4, 


To deſire 
death becauſe 
of miſcry, 1s a 


| fin, and why ? 


ſelf upon God, and thy waies, and he ſhall bring it topaſſe ? Will you not 


' condly I anſwer , that the greateſtevill muſt be ſuffered rather than 
the ſmalleſt fin commitrred, and the attaining of the greateſt benefit, 


; doth not yeeld to theſe truths, 


would hold the heart up from theſe faintings, but it is a kinde of 


| and fraud, hatefull, dirty, and crooked paths can poſhbly do. Learn 
| as Davidſaith, Pſal. 119, To hate lying, and to love Gods Law, love to 
' be guided by God, who is the God of cruth, and hate to follow lies, | 

which arc of the devill, the author of lying. Doe nor object, thar| 
you cannot poſſibly eſcape ſuch and ſuch miſchiefe, bring about | 
ſuch and ſuch a good buſineſſe, unlefle you rurne a little afide , 
tO little lying. I anſwer firſt, truſt God with ſucceſle, beleeve a. | 
| bove hope, let faith guide you, nor naturall reaſon z Cannot he doe | 


that which reaſon will call impoſſible > Hath not he ſaid, Rowle rhy 


reſt upon him for the performance of ſo evident a promiſe > And le. 


cannot countervaile the committing of the leaſt ſin, and that man 


doth not truly know either God, or fin, or the world, or himſclfe, that 


So you have this fault of Rebekkahs, another is, that ſhe was too 
much troubled at her evill daughters in law, and was weary of lite 
becauſe of them, This is a fault, to make croſſes too too heavy our 
(elves, tobe {o diſtempered with them, fo, as to become weary of 
life becauſe of chem, yea, it isa fault found in thoſe that were truly 
religious, and godly ; Z/;ahwould fain have parted with his ſoul, be- | 
cauſe of the troubles which he met withall, he deſired 70 de, faith the 
Story, and ſaid, 7t « exouzh, Now Lord take away my ſoule from me, for 
[ am 110 better than my Fathers, Moſes would fain have dyed too, when 
the people murmured againſt him, and he poures forth his griefe 
before God intheſe words, 7/7hou w1ilt deale thus with me kill me now, kil 
me if 1 have found favour in thine eyes, and let me not ſee mine evill, Some- 
times you finde good men defirous to eſcape death, and crying, Lord 
{ave me from the hands of mine enemics, and ſometimes againe even 
covctous of it, and crying with vehemency again and again, k11] me 
Lord, kill me, and if thou loveſt me, kill me. 1b was exceeding defi- 
rous to die, and ſaid, He would ſerk for it as for 201d, yea,and fine gold, SO 
you perceive that mans nature is prone to waxe weary of living, be- 
cauſc of afHiQtion, and that this is a fault, and a weakneſle, is evident. 
It is ana& of ingratitude, becauſe a manconſiders not as well the 
good he enjoyeth, as the evill, for if he would reckon well, be doth al- 
wales rcceive more good at Gods hand in this life, than evil), but as 
one bitter morſ{ell cauſeth that the mouth caſteth nothing almoſt bur 
bitrerncfſe, though it have before received many dainty morſels, ſo 
itis with us in this caſe. | | 

Againe, it is a fruit of hopeleſneſſe, and deſpaire, the ſoule 
doth nor expect the favourable goodneſſe of God to ſtrengthen, 
and deliver indue time, but thinks it will never be better with mee 
till I die, and therefore wiſheth ir ſelfe our of the world. Hope 


deſpaire 


| 
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deipaire that caſts 1t into ſuch ſwouncs, as 1ob faid, As for mine hope, 
where 15 1t ? 

Thirdly, pride 1s one great caule of this diſpoſition, men conſider 
not with themſelves how unworthy they be of any good; how much 
they have deſerved far greater evill, and therefore are immoderately 
vexed with thoſe they feele, and therefore eount their beeing a bur- 
den. Bur is itnota fruit of great pride ina man,that as if be were his 
own maker, preſerver, diſpoler, will be no longer then he may have 
his own will > and may ſce things to go along with him after his 
owne wiſhes, : 

Further, a man wrongs himſelfe exceedingly, by ſuffering himſelf 
to grow weary of life, for firſt, he makes the miſery greater, by make- 
ing himſelfe weaker tobeare it. It a man be tobeare a great burden, 
it doth him much hurt to ſcratch the $skin of his ſhoulder, for that 
will adde much to the pain ot bearing. A gauled place will ſmart of 
it ſelfe, how i11doth he provide for himſelte, that rubs off the skin 
from his houlders, when he is put tocarry athing, So doth he char 
will needs give way to ſo much impaticncy, as to be weary of life, 
yea, he expoſeth himſelfe to the danger of becomming a ſelt-mur- 
therer, that yeeldeth to this wearinefleof life, For it will not be ve- 
ry hard ro perſwadeany man to calt away that which is his burden, 
So it is evident, that this was an offence in Rebekkah, 

And now come you men and women of all rankes, looke into your 
ſelves. Have not you alſo been weary of life, and that upona very 
{mall occalion? A maide is croſſed in her deſires, by her parents for 
her good, and ſhe ſces no likelthood of having what ſhee would have, 


| 
| 


then ſhe pules and takes on, and wiſheth ſhe were dead and buried, 
ſhe would forgive him thatwould knock her on the head, A man 
hath met with ſomewhat a froward woman which vexerh him with 
ber words, then he will be dead inachafe, I would I were out of the 
world, never man was ſo peſtered with a ſhrew as I, fo it is with wives 
too. Come now, recount you owne paſſions, are you not aſhamed of 
theſe drunken diſtempers 2 what is life, a thing ſodog cheape with 


you, that upon every occaſion you would caſt it away 2 Are your 

ſelves things of fo litrle value that ſo ſmall a matter ſhould make you 
weary of your ſelves > You wrong God exceedingly in ſuch diftem- | 
pers, for you make it appeare that you think of him, asof an angry | 
governour,that cares not how unreaſonably he laies upon his ſervants | 
in his anger: Either theſe corrections are (ufferable, or not, (I meane 
ſuch as by wiſdome and diſcretion you might compole your ſelves 
tobeare withgentleneſſe,)or they be nor, if they be, why do you chate 
thus > If they be not, who hath ſent them > Verily you provoke 
God to (und unſuffcrable croſſes, that will make eaſic croſſes unſuffe- 
rable; What ſaith rhe Father to the froward childe, doe you cfy for 
nothing, take you that then to make you cry for ſomething, and fo 


doubles and redoubles his blows with a trong arme, till the childe, 
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tecling the [mart of his Fathers an: ver, begins to compole bimſelic 
20A little more ſufferance. Brethren, let us repent of this folly, there 
| ſcarce liveth a man that hath nor overthot himſclte in this faſhion. 
Q lerusrepent of it, and let us diligently reift ſuch diſorderly paſli. 
ons hereatter; Let nothing make us weary ot lite but fin, and nor 
' that io exceſſively, a5 tO make us intemperately wiſh death. Of ſin 
we (ſhould be weary, but of lite tor fins fake I know not whether we 
may allow our ſelves at all to be weary. But tor croſſes, be they what 
they will, we ſhould not be ſo weak and impatient, as to grow weary 
of life. For God is able to deliverus out of all croſſes, and will do ir, | 
and he will ſo ſanQifie them tous, that it may be more for our profit 
than if it were removed, and can glve, as in /obs calc he did, foblefſſed | 
| an iſſue, that our ſelves ſhall contefle it was but our folly, not tobe. 
willing tO continuc under them according to his will, Had not 1b 
cauſe to unwiſh his former withes, when the Lord did make fo large: 
an addition of happy dayes unto him ? Aboveall, we muſt conſider 
of our worthineſle to be damned, that we may not thinke much of 
croſſes, and labour foto reſt upon \ God for the eſcape of damnation, 
chat atHictions which are bur for a ſhort ſeaſon, may not ſeeme unto 
us extreame, Looke upon our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, whatſuffcrings 
were comparable to his > Yetwe never meet with any wearineſſe of 
life, or wiſhing of death in him. Looke upon S, Paul roo, Never 
man had feeling of greater tribulation, and he tels us, that hee tooke | 
pleaſure in neceſſities, atHiCtions, tribulations ; but that he wiſhed | 
 himſelfe dead, that hce might be free from his croſſes , WCC hour 
| reade. 

Let us follow the vertues of godly men, but let their weakne iy 
be our warnings, And that we may riot diſtaſte life for any croſles| 
that betall us therein, let us often renew our faith in Gods gracious 
promiſes, to give us an happy ifſuc out of all, and to bring us ſately 
co his heavenly kingdome, Morcover, if ſomerimes theſe fainting 
fits doe gather upon us, and our mindes be overtaken with this tired- 
nefſeot lpirir, let us learnc though to be humbled, yet not to be dil- 
couraged. Ve conclude not againſt El:as, Moſes, Rebelkah, 19h, that 
they were not truly ſanQified, becauſe they were imperfect 1n part- 
ence; Why ſhould we make ſuch untrue, and uncharitable, and in- 
diſcreet concluſions, either againſt our ſelves, or others with whom 
we live? Asanextenuating of faults to make them {ceme nothing, | 
and make our hearts hard under them, is robe condemned, fo an over- 
aggravating of them to makeour ſelves ſcem no children,making our 
caie worſe then ever any mans before, is likewiſe to be condemned; 
Saran is author of both theſe follies, and the effe& of the latter is tO 
drive us from God, as wel] as of the former,and all things are ill uſed 
when they tend to keepe us from comming to God, and cruſting in 
him. So much of Rebekkahs good and bad, now of the good and eviil 
Occurrents that beicll her, 


| 


Her 


OD OC— 


—_— 


LET EN. 


— 


Rebekkab. CHAP. 24. 
Her proſperity firſt was great, tor God called her from hcr Fathers 
houſe, 1nwhich Tdolatry did raigne, and falſe worſhip prevailed, to 

-211cmber of Abrahams houle, and a mother of t!1: Meſſiah, and a 
of ior, and prattifer of Gods true religion; and not alone ſo, but 
1zvc her grace to bua godly woman, an heire of the promiſe made to 
| /rah.n,togetber with her husband, This is the greateſt of mercies 
| cr bu low, to be called from darknefle tolight,trom ierving the de- 
vi1l and Idols, to {crve the true and living God, | 

|| God have granted toany this mercy, even to call them effeu- 
ily ro himclte out of the darknefſe of a falſe worſhip and religion, 
:2the lighr ofagolly life, How much cauſe hath he co blefſe God, 
| and rejoyce 10 this mercy above all mercies, and bee freequently 
4nd heartily thankfull > But if you have nor yer attained it, for many 
iveinthe Church that be not of ir;rake notice of your wretched con- 
dition, and now cryearrcſtly to God tobring you to the cffetuall 
and ſaving koowledge of bis truch, that you alſo may be indeed, and 
1ot in barenrofcſiion, of the houſhold of Abraharn, the true Church, 

But R-Cckk4h bad other benefits, beauty, health, and ftrength, for 
2ght we reade,after marriage as before, Arich and godly husband 
in whom the was doubly happy for her foule and (tare, and one godly 
childe roo, whom ſhedearely loved,and who ſhewed himſelte a man 
worthy to be loved, A good husband, a good (tate, a good childe, 
200 | health, bee they not benefits indebting us to God in many 
pr :{es, and thankes, and much carefull obedience > Let nor theſe 
-1cicics be ſtrangers to your thoughts, but ponder upon them to ſtir 
2p your ſelves to thankſgiving and obedience, | 

Now for her croſſes, ſome ſhee ſuffered in her dayes as well as 
others. | | 

Firſt, her husband fell blinde and weake, and almoſt bedridden. 
No doubr but ſhe did participate with him in this aftlition, and it 
waSagriefetn her to fee him ſo impriſoned in darkneſle, and ſome 
rioubvle it muſt needs be, though her love made it eafie to give atten- 
oarce uponhim in thateſtate, Likewiſe ſhe duld nor but grieve to 
ſee her husbands affeRions to be ſo much more than they ſhould 
have been for a long time upon her elder, but worler ſon, 

Itwas alſoa great griefe untohber to ſee the rudeneſſe and blood 
neſſeof her ſon Eſau, who comforted himſelfe againſt his brother, 
with an intention. ſo ſoon as his Fathers funerals were over, ro dil- 
patch him, and rob him of the bleſſing. though be could not get 1t to 
himſelf... Would ir not cut the heart of one of you Parents, to heare 
thar one of vour ſons ( you having bur a couple in all the world) 
ſhould reſolve ro-become a murderer of the other, and {o you ſtood 
in danzer of being deprived of them bothart once, would nor both 
theſe rhinos grieve you > Againe, it was a gricte to her to have her 
500d ſo; as it were baniſhed from her houſe, and compelled to fly 
away in ſecret for bis life, For had _ becn compelled to ſiealc 
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| nota prodigall, he had not conſumed his eſtate ſo, that _Ubrahims 


ms 


| 


{ into miſchicte by his meanes, and to tarry ſo long till be might heare 


Gt N. The Exampleof GCuav.24, 
into Paden Aram in reſpeR of Eſar,as to ſtealethence again inreſpee 
of Laban, his Fathers cſtate was nor ſo low, that he muſt needs haye 


travailed over that Iordan with a ſtaffe, and come to Labans houle all. 
alone, and there have ſcrved an hard ſervice for a wife. Sure !ſaic was 


grandchilde muſt be ſent out ſo poorely appointed, whole ſteward 
when he tetcheda wife for 1ſaac,had ten Camels well laden with rich 
things, and many ſervants to attend him, and ſ{owith ſpeed returned 
home with hiserrand. But feare of Eſau cauſed him to goe ſpeedily 
and ſecretly, thatno man mightknow ir, leſt ſo hemighc have fallen 


his brother was paCified, | 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| loved fon Zacob ? fo far, ſolong, and in ſuch a manner, 


| Other kind of evils, than thoſe wherewith their Father hath exerciſed 


Now did not this, think you,wound Rebektabs heart > Did ſhenor 
part with a great part of her comforr, when ſhe parted with her be. | 


But worſt of all, ſo long as ſhe lived with her daughters, ſhee was 
miſerably vexed with their frowardneſle, and ill conditions. Indeed 
at length Eſau tooke his journey to mount Seir, where her friends | 
dwelled, and made this croſſe more caſte, by removing his habirati- 
on with his wives and all he had : but in the mean it was an anguiſh 
to her, and that (viz, loſſe of Eſau roo, when /acob was gone) could 
not but miniſter matter of iome atfi&tion to her in minde. | 

Now let all of us be perſwaded to looke tor theſe and the like 
croſſes, that by fortifying our ſelves againſt them, we may be made | 
more patient, and ſo beare them with lefle diſcontent : for whar arc 
we, that God ſhould handle us with more indulgence than this ſo 
good a woman > And thoſe that lie under any ſuch crofle in hu. 
band, ſons, daughters, daughters in law, let them frame themſelves 
coa more contented ſuffering, becauſe they finde that they bee no 


their betters in former times, as he doth alſo tor the preſent; Hee 
muſt be an unruly childethatwill roare, and take on,when he beareth 
no morethan his other brethren and ſiſters beare before him;yea,and 
if wc have eſcaped theſe particular crofles , let us be thankfull eo 
God tor our freedome even from them, and make the bearing of the 
reſt morecaſfie, becauſewe have not(as we have deſerved, and might 
have had) the ſamewe have, and theſe alſo for an overplus of miſery. 


THE 
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THE SEVENTENTH. 
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EXAMPLE. 


L] ; va | 


Or Esay. 


ry. E are now to handle the example of Zſas : Hee | 
wasa twin, 7acob being the other twin: Wemuſt 

D4 treate of his birth, life, and death. 
2 Firſt, forhis birth, we are informed that hee | z/4, his birth, 
x5 was the ſonof Iſasc, and of Rebekkah the wife of 


Abraham. He was borne inthe yeare of the world 2108, as fome | 
thinke; and as others, inthe yeare 2168. and atter the tlood, as ſome. 
thinke 512, and as Others, 562, for there is 60. yeares difference 
in chronologie, becauſe of the doubt about Abrahams birth, Now 
the manner of his birth was this,as the Scriptures relate, Gen.25.25. 
He came out firſt in colonr red, andall over rough, as an hairy garment, for 
which cauſc his name was called Eſas, which ſigne made as one that 
was ſtronger than ordinary children be, and al! over covered with 
haire. In him the Lord ſhewed the freedome of his eleQion, as the 
Apoſtle notes, Rom. 9. For, Before the children were borne, or, had done 
goodor evill, it was ſaid, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger, God choſe not 
him bur 7ac9b, though they were borne both ofthe ſame Parents,and 
at the ſame burden, 

Now concerning his life, we muſt conſider; 1. That which was 
Bb 2 good | | 


eee 


þ 
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good therein, 2. That which was evill, 3. His proiperity. 4, His 
croſſes and miſeries, | 
: 1 Hsg0ud | For the firſt; ſome things he did that for matter were good atid | 
quality. commendable, as even a bad man may have ſome good things found | 
> 'in him. The firſt good thing was, that he did ſhew good reſpe& un- 
unto 1/aas bis | LO ſage his Father, For he was glad to gratific him in his dier, bring. 
a wh ing home the Veniton that he caught, of which was made daiity 
mear, which the old man loved to teed upon, and when he came ty 
him to preſent his Veniſon, according to his Fathers appointment, 
that he might receive the bleſſing from his Father, he ſpake revercnr- 
ly unto him, For when he brought the meate reaiy prepared for his 
cating, he ſaid thus to him, Let my Father ariſe andeat of his ſons Fen; | 
| ſon, that thy ſoule may bleſſe mee, Chap. 27. 31. and after ver. 34. Bl: | 
' me, even me alſo, 0 my Fathey, and ver. 38, Haſt thou but one bleſiine 7:y 
| Fahey, bleſſe me, even me alſo, 0 my Father, Though his Father had gi. 
|ven the blefſing to 7acob his brother, yer he doth not rage and grow 1n- 
| to paſſionate expoſtulations, but with gentle and reverent termes,and 
with teares, and with prayers ſeekes to get ſome bleſſing from him, 
| This proveth evidently, that he carried a reverent eſteeme of his Fa- 
[ther in his heart, and honoured him duly. The ſame love andreſpe | 
| he ſhewed ro /ſaac after, for when his wrath was kindled againſt his 
| brother 7:cob, and that he minded to revenge himſelfe by killing 7a. 

cob: Yetherefolved to forbeare till 7/aac was dead, that he might nor 
procure to) much griefe and ſorrow to him in his old aze, and rhere. 
| fore it 1s recorded, that he ſaid, The dayes of mourning for my Father are 
at hazd, then will I kill my brother 1acob, ver, 41. He would not have de- 
ferred the murder of his brother for Iſaacs fake till after his death,but 
that he bare ſome reſpec and good will unto his Father. And hee 
; ſhewed the ſamereſpeR unto him after, Chap. 28. 6, For when hee 
| perceived his Father had bleſſed 7acob, and fent him to fetch a wite 
from Padan Aram, and not totake any Canaanitiſh woman, and that 
; the daughters of Canaan which he had married difpleaſed his Fa- 
ther, he went co his Vacle 1ſhmael, and rooke his daughter Mahalath 
| 'towife, ſeeking as well as his wit could ſerve, to pleaſe his Father in 
that latter match, although indeed he went not rightly to work in 
{chat marriageneither, Some care you ſee he ſhewed to give his Fa- 
thcr content, though he had not wiſdome cnough to order himſelfe| 
| rightly for thatend, 

Thus this Eſau, though he wanted grace, and feared not God, yet 
be bare love and reverence in ſome degree as a carnall man could un 
to his Father Iſaac , who loved him dearely, and ſo he requited his 
| love againe, with ſucha kinde of Jove as might be found 1n an un- 
fantificd perſon, Now all you ſons and daughters that have Pa- 

rents living with you, or have had, come and lay your felves inthe 
| ballance with Eſar, and conſider if you have ſo much as equalled 


| him in this kinve of imperfe dutifulneſſe rowards your Parents. 
He! 
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' He out of a kinde of naturall inclination, or out of hope of being ſtill 
kindly uſed and bleſſed of bis Father, ſhewed much reſpe& untohim 
divers wayes. Hath nature, have carnall ends prevailed ſomuch with 
you tocncline your hearts to your parents , as they prevailed with 


Eſau 2 It fo, yet boaſt not of chis, thinke not much the better of your | 


ſelves, theſe kinde of ſhadows of vertues,cannot prove you to be god- 
ly children, nor afford you found comfort, becauſe themſelves be nor 


ſound and perfe&t, You have no great reaſon to pleaſe your ſelves, | 


becauſe you are as good as Eſas, an unſanified man, and one of 
| whom we can givelittle hope,but that he was a caſta. way.I ſay there. 
fore, fatisfie not your ſelves, be not good in your own eyes becauſe 
of this painted and counterteit goodneſſe, But if otherwiſe it be, 
and that it is evident you come far ſhort of Eau, and have not decla- 
red ſo muchregard of your parents as he hath done, then how bad 
; muſt you account your ſelves, that are much more finfull even than 
| an Eſa might have been? And it is cleare, that divers children be 
far worſe than this bad ſon of aac, for they ſhew no reverence, no 
ſubmiſſion to their aged Parents, but apparently ſleight them in 
ſelves cuttedly, and curriſhly cowards them, if at anytime they be 
croſſed by them, will notbe held from following their own evil] 
defires, as Eſau was from killing his Brother, by a delirenor to grieve 
them, bur wilfully run on in their wicked courſes, even though they 
ſee and know that their wicked carriage doth greatly atfi& and tor. 
ment their Parents; but purpoſely ſome do things to torment them. 
O, ſin hath a greater ſway and dominion in ſuch childrens hearts than 
it had in E/a»s, and they are far more wicked than he was. Yea,when 
they ſec their Parents diſpleaſed with their wayes, yet they have not 
ſo much deſire togivethem content as Eſa» had, nor donot ſo much 
as labour inany manner, though never fo poorely, to give them any 
ſatisfationat all. Woe, woe unto ſuch children; what can he ex. 
pet from God, that is a viler ſon than Eſa» was > Let ſuch ſhame 
themſelves by his example, and now receive reproofe with meekneſs, 
and greatly repent of their undutitulneſle, if ever they purpoſe toar- 
tain pardon. And now, let all children that defire toenjoy in them- 
ſelves the comfort of being the children and choſen of God, ſtrive to 
 ourſtrip Eſas in filiall obedience and duty, Let them for conſcience 
ſake to God, put on a larger meaſure of love, and a greater reverence 
corheir Parents, labouring to pleaſe them in all things, inthe Lord, 
& out of conſcience,to ſabmit themſelves unto them, & honor them 
becauſe God hath required it at their hands, and to labour to for. 
bearc all fin, as inan holy regard to God,ſo in partalfo, out ofa feare 
rovex and kill their godly Parents, whoſe render affeRtion ro them 
cannot but cauſe that their wicked carriage ſhall prove a mighty cor. 
 raſiveuntotheir ſoules. Be as good as Eſas, yea in this matter be you 
| farbetter than he, content not thy ſelfe ro be even with a miſerable 
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\word and deed, grumble at them, cbate againſt them, carry them. | 
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2. He was mecl- | 
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recorded in Scripture, which is commendable, and that towards his 

-brother Zxcob, for though he went againſt him with foure hundre( 

' men, intending to-take a ſharp revenge by killing him ar leaſt, if nor 

his wives and children too, yet when he ſaw his brothers loving, and 

kinde, and humble carriage, in ſending him arich preſent, and in 

bowing down and ſaluting him with his face to the ground ſeaven 

i. times; his naturall affe&tion prevailed againſt his. former unruly 

paſſion, and he handled him very curtcouſly, and ran tohim, wept on 

- | his neck, kiſſed him, gave him kinde words, invited him to his coun. 

trey, and would have lefroff his ſervants with him ro do him ſervice, 
and {o returned, and did him no hurt at all. 

| Every man ſcesthat this was well done of Eſau, Come and imi. 

tate him, and if you bave been tranſported with rage againſt any, ſpe. 

cially againſt a brother for any true or imaginary iniquity; yet when 

_  ſubmiſſiveneſſe and curtefie is ſhewed unto you, Jet it melt you, ler 

.. it win you, pacific, appeaſe you, and cauſe your paſſion to depart, 

'andrhough you have intended,attempred,and begun to uſe violence, 


>ycrcaſt out ſuch thoughts, forbeare the exccution of ſuch evill pur- 


be” 


3} He was no 


-< poles, and turn your violence into kindneſle and humanity, Be better 
than Eſav, and do this toany man, as he toa brother, and withour 
ſuch gifts and ſubmiſſion, which he did by ſuch inducements, and 
 ſhew loveand kindnefle for very conſcience,'as he did out of natural! 
paſſion ſtriving in him: Yea, it any man have been imbitrered againſt 
ancther for any cauſe, and hath fo far yeelded to his own fury, as to 
begin to do naughtily, in ſeeking revenge; O let him doas well as 

| Eſau did, go back in the middeſt of his enterpriſe, and not ſuffer him- 
_, ſelte tobe ſoconfirmed in wickedneſſe, as to go through with (infull 
defignes. Let the feare of God, theEchecks of conſcience, the ap. 

| prehenſion of Gods diſpleaſure againſt the doers of ſuch things, even 
;reclaime you in the middeſt, as naturall kindneſle did this finfull 
man, Benot ſatisfied to doas well as Eſau inthis caſe, but exceed 
'bim, and doe far better than he, that you may ſhew your ſelvesto 


—— 


a 


| have that grace of which Eſau was deſtitute. 


Farther Eſas, for matter of goods, ſhewes himſelfe not to be ex. 


C4 


zreedy of gifts) treamly greedy and worldly minded, for when his brother had ſent 


unto him a great drove of catrlc, evena gitt of great value, Ge. 32. 
14, 15, Two hundred ſhee Goates, and as many Ewes, with ewenty 
| hee Goatzs, and as many Rams, with thirty milch Camels and their 
' | Colts, and forty Kine, and ten Buls, and twenty ſhee Aﬀes with ten 
Foales. I ſay a rich and gay booty, he did earneſtly and heartily re- 
fuſe the ſame, ſaying, Chap. 33. 9. 7 haveenough my brother, keep that 
which thine owne, and would not take it but upon urgent preſſing : 
_\ Eirſt, itis ſaid ver. 11. Hewrord him, and he took it, Now will you 
not ſhew your ſelves as good menas Fſas in this cale > Know when 


you have enough, be nor greedy of gifts, and when your ſtate is 


already 


| Eſau in dutifulnefſe to your Parents, Another thing in Eſau we have | 


| 
| 
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alrcady rich and abundanr, feck nor to get into your hands though 
it be by receiving a gitr, that which is anothers. O that Eſav ſhould 
be able to lay, | have enough, keep that which isthine,and many that 
be Chriftians in ſhew, ſhould not be able todiſcerne when they have 
enough, but thould be as eager to get even by worſe meanes, or as 
bad as this,even by taking gitts and bribes for doing but even juſtice, 
or which 15 worſe, for doing injuſtice, and ſhould by oppreſſion and 
harſh dealing even with poore and needy men, their Tenants and un- 
derlings, ſeek to geteven more than enough. 

[fany man amongſt you finde himſclte fo earthly diſpoſed, ler 
him earneſtly condemne himſelfe, and ſay alas, what a flave am to 
riches > that have nor yet fo far denyed the world, bur that I am 
more coverous and unjuſt than Eſas ſhewed himſelfe, 

Lf any ſay, yea, Eſa did this towards a brother , 

I an(wer, doth not Chriftianiry teach us to love our neighbours 
as Our (elves 2 

Ifany ſay, but though Eſas ſaid he had enough, yet it may de,that 
he thought nor fo 

I anſwer, In ſaying ſo,he ſhews he thought he was ſoat that time, 
and knew he ſhould be fo, therefore ſhould a good man that would 
be counted far better than E/as ſer himſelfe to be fo indeed, and at 
all times ? 

Come then, you that have eſtates large enough to afford you all 
due content, come I ſay, and Icarne of Eſau to know when youhave 
enough, and nor ſtrive to get more by any greedy, unjuſt and oppreſ: 
five courſe. | 

Ler others enjoy their owne, and be you content with your owne, 
yea goe yet farther, and be content to loſe ſome of you owne to. thoſe 
_ are poore, and in neceſſity, and far lower and meaner than your 

elves. 

But laſt of all, Eſau joyned with his brother 7acob in burying his 
Father Iſaac, and ſoat once ſhewed his reſpe& to his Father, in doing 
thar laſt duty, and his perfe reconciliation to his brother, in joyn- 
ing with him rodocir, Learne you toſhew honour to your Parents 
inthe laſt a, and ler not an old grudge ſtick ſo in your ſtomacks, as 
to hinder you from doing any good work becauſe you cannot bring 
your hearts to be partners with thoſe that have offended you. Eſau, 
Eſas (hall riſe in judgement againſt you, if you continue till ro have 
ſuch a coare gan them from whom you have received injury, as 
that their preſence will keep you from doing good workes with them 
in their company, and in their ſociety. 

And theſe beall the good things which I can call to mindethat 
the Scripture tels of thisevill man. Let us therefore paſſe on tothe 
confideration of his faults, which are more, and greater, 

And firſt in generall, though he lived more than forty yeares in 
his Fathers houſe a religious man, and a carctull worſhipper of God, 


yer 
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His faults, 

1, [1 generall, 
he was an hy» 
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ycthelived there as an hypocrite, and got no true goodnefle, as ap. 
peares by that he was nor kept from fratricide,or brother-murderinz, | 
by any conſcience to God, but alone by a kinde of love and reſpect 
to his Father, Look to your ſelves I pray you, you that be children 
of godly Parents, and have beentrained up by chem as well as they 
knew how, look to your ſelves, that you continue not finfull, and 
wicked, and hypocrites at the laſt, ſuch I meane, as care notto pet 
the true knowledge of God, but continue ſtill lovers and ſervants of 
ſin, though you have a little forme of godlinefle, ro forbeare ſome | 
ſins, and doe ſome good things tor your Parents ſake, This is tobe 
an Eſas, even toenjoy the meanes of grace and ſalvation in a godly. 
houſe, and there to conforme a little outwardly, and toabſtaine from 
ſome ſins out of reſpe& to the Governours, though you have no true 
confcience to God, Search your hearts you wives,children, ſervants, 
that are educated, and live under the roofe of good men ir; the 
Church of God, under good meanes, and ſee your miſery, if you be 
no better than this man was. And now labour to profit by the means 
of grace, to get the truth of grace cauſing you to ſtand in awe of God, 
and to depart from all wickedneſſe, out of due obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty, that it may be ſaid of you, theſe and theſe, and all fins you re- 
ſolve to leave, not for ſiniſter reſpes of this or that perſon, or thing, 
of a Father, or the like, but out of love to God, and a true deſire to 
honour him that hath taken you tobe his people, Thinke not well of 
your ſelves becauſe ſome ſelt-reſpe&t,or humane conſideration keeps 


- | you from running into grofler fins, but ſtrive to imprint ſuch a filiall 


2, His.parti- 
cular faults, 

I. He gave 
himfelf whol- 
ly ro hunting, 


regard to the living God in your hearts, that may cauſe you to ſhun 
all wickedneſle for the Lords ſake, and then you may comfortably 
ſay in your ſelves, now I know I ama true member of the Church, 
and not as Eſau was, at leaſt then, a rotten, and a withering, and a 
fruitleſſe branch, thar bringeth forth leaves alone and no good fruit, 
But letus more particularly ſearch into Eſa : 
Firſt, in reſpe& of his carriage of bimſelfe in reſpe of outward 


| things: then of his carriage for matters of religion, and the things of 


God. Thirdly, His behaviour to his Parents. Laſtly,to bis brother. 

For the firſt, bis life was very faulty in the manner of his orders for 
the world, for in his younger time he gave himſelfe wholly co hunt- 
ing, as it 15 ſaid of him, Gen, 25, 27. The boyes grew up, and Eſau was 
a cunning Hunter, a man of the field, He meaneth a gallant fellow that 
gave himſelfe to little elſe bur the ſport of hunting, and was ſtill, 
in the field following that ſport. He was a rich mans ſon, and his 
| Father had great meanes, and allowed him enough, wherefore he 
cared not for any uſefull kinde of living, but followed ſports and jol- 
lity, and by name was agreat hugter ſtill inthe fields, to pleaſehim- 
ſelfe in thathumour, Is nor this alſothe common ſin of many richer 
perſons > whoas they had wealth given them to be fewell to idle- 
neſfe and voluptuouſneſſle, give themſelves over to ſports, and ſome 


ro 
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co this oi hunting, and regard not to profit in any good itudy v1 pro 

firable trade of lite. Eſaus hunting may ſeeme nor to have been ac- 
cording toour preſent cufttome, with kennels of hounds, but with 
bow anc quiver, as it is noted, Chap. 25, But howloever, he was ſer 
' wholly upen iports, and fold himſelte to that kinde of delight, let- 
| 12g goe other thinzsof better note av] uſe. Surely then, it 154.111 tO 
live voluptuouſly, to nave none other calling bur paſtimes and-vaine 
ſports, to make that ones occupation, that thould be alone his recrea- 


field man; you reade no ſuch thing of Sem, Abraham, Iſaac, Iacob, 
VV hy ſhould you follow the patrerne of thoſe men-whom the Scrip- 


honourab!e name in the book of God. I pray you call your ſelves to 


we have lived, how we have beſtowed our dayes and houres, will this 
be a good anſwer. > I ſpent the day in hunting, hawking, carding, di- 
cing, and ſo I did fromtime to time, one day at one ſport or merry 
meeting, another, at another, but all in ſuch toyes, Can you bee ſo 


ſences, lives, hcalth, ſtrength, wealth,and other like meanes of doing 
ro00d > 

® See this fault now, ſo many as are guilty, and fet your ſelves to a 
| more profitable kinde of living, orclfe the day will come when you 
ſhall bootleſly wiſh that you had never been; O fo lay out your lite, 
that the world and your ſelves may be the better for it, Live as Azz: 
ham and Tacob did, not as Eſav, follow ſome ftudy, tollow fome good 
husbandry. 

Live, as thoſe that know there is another life after this, and that 
there be more weighty and honourable things to doe than playing 
and ſporting : Take heedot bringing your felves into the number of 
thoſe that are Lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers of Ged, It yau ſay, 
'why > Thendo you condemne all uſe of ſports, as hunting, fawling, 
or the like 2? | 

I anſwey, no, I doe not, but I ſay, let not this ina manner be the 
totall ſamme of your employment. Have figures, as well as cyphers 
inthe number of your dayes, let the(e kindes of exerciſes have ſome 
ſmall quantity of time for your refreſhment, but ſpend your ſelves 
in better things, orelſe you ſhall be ceaſured with S. 7ames his cen- 
ſurc, Tou have lived in pleaſure upon earth, and then I am ſure you ſhall 


live intorment when vou mult leave the earth. 


tion, and to ipend himielte in fuch a tritling vaine thing that ſhould | 
de uſed as a triiilealone, to refreſh our ſelves atter matters of greater | 
 conſ{cquence. Niwod was an hunter, //hmacl was an archer, Eſau a.| 


ture ſpeaketh of with diſgrace > and nor theirs rather, who have an/| 


an account {or your expence of time,muſt wenor an{wer to Godbow | 


_ — Ins 


fond as to imagine or beleeve, that God for this cauſe gave youwir, | 


But another fault we have in Eſav, for the manner of his hunting, 
ver. 29, Hecame fromthe field, and was faint, he followed his paſtime | 
over-eagerly and exceſſively, and knew not how to breake jt off in 
due time, till very hunger and faintneſſe brought him home, Sure 


| reaſon 


| ed his hunting 


2. He follow- } 


over-cagcrly, 


EIS 


an inordinate uſing of ſports. For theſe recreations are inthe very 


| wearied with great imployments, that it may bc fitted the better for 


off ſeaſonably. 


| his eyes by making himſclfe a bondman to paſtimes, that the end is 


body, and prepare him for ſerious matters, then muſt he leave ther 


(ports. Will not ſanRified reaſon tell you that you ought not to 
beſtow more time in recreations, though never ſo honeſt, ro refreſh 
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reaſon will conclude that 1t muſt necds be folly and a 4{nto beſo. 
bound to ſome ſport, that one knowes not a due ſeaſon of leaving it 
off, but muſt run after it a long time together, till faintneſſe or hun. : 
ver follow. To becager atter paſtimes, and ſtay ſo long at them as | 
it they were great matters, even till extreame wcearineſſe and hunger | 
rake one off, and rather compel}, than per{wade him to leave, this is 


wiſdome of nature appointed alone tocheere up the minde,when it is 


them afterwards : and they arc not tobe followed for their own ſakes, | 
as not being worthy to bee mace any part of the end of awiſe mans | 
life, Now he that follows them with ſo immoderate eagerneſlc, and 

ſolong rogether, makes it appeare that he doth rot uſe them as their 

nature requireth, and inſtead of firting himſelfe for better ations by 

them, doth altogether unfic himlelfe tor any good ation, For what 

can he performe well , thathath toiled himſelfe ina toy till hee bee 

quite {ſpent ? 

Learnel pray youto ſce this fault in your ſelves, ard amend it, 
even ſtaying too long at your gawdes, following them {uch a ſpace 
of time together, or with ſuch great violence, that you be even tired 
and ſpent by them. Sports muſt be done ſportingly, not with the 
like ſeriouſneſle, and carnefineſle, as ſerious matters, A ſmall dealc 
of time ſhould be allotted for mattersof ſmall value, for ſecing time 
is precious, to give much of a precious thing for that which is a very 
meane and worthleſſe thing, 15 ſurely to ſuffer ones ſelfe tobe con. 
ſumcd by fancy and paſſions, and not to walke rationally, and dif: 
crectly. 

48 therefore not to ſuffer your ſelves robe brought under the 
bondage of any the moſt lawfull recreation, but to be able to breake 


And when is the ſeaſon, ye may ask > 

I anſwer, when you have beſtowed ſo much time in them, as to 
have attained the proper end of them. As in meate and drink, a man 
ſhould forbear totake more, when he hath received ſo much as 1s re- 
quiſite for the ends of tood. Son ſports. | 

And every mans diſcretion willtell him, unlefſe he bath put out 


to fit him for better matters, by preſerving the health, and mainrain- 
ing the vigour and cheerefulneffe of his body and minde. He muſt 
not tarry at them as long as he can, or till he be weary; but when he 
hath been ſo long conſtant in them as is fit to ſtir and exerciſe bis 


off, and goe to ſerious matters, And I pray you, let me propound to 
your conſiderations a fit rule for the meaſuring of your time for 


VOur 


>_< ena nn 
a <tn—o——— — I  eOrmens 


"ww ” "29" ">>, 


| (FE N. Eſas. | C.u ant: 


6 


your bod1es then 11 ſpiritual] and holy duties to edifie your ſoules, 
Give not more houres uſually to thele bateſt of all things, playes and 
games, than to thoſe moſt uſctull of all things, reading the Scrip- 
cures, Prayer, Meditations, and thoſe things that are next to ſpiritu- 
all duties in value and uſetulneſle, ſtudying fome worthy knowledge, 
2r doing {ome profitable buſineſſe in your callings, Let nor the 
more worthy thing be ſer behinde the leſſe worthy : let not the Val. 
all be {ct above his Soveraign, and have more honour than his Lord 
and King. 

nan, 5 faultin Fſas inregard of his converſation abour earthly 
things 1s, that when he came now to be an ageder man, and ſaw it 
vain to tollow paſtime, he tell,as 1ſaac tels him, Gen, 27. 40, By thy 
{word jhait thou live, He made himſelfe great by war. The ſword was 
not appointed toget lands and livings withall, but ro detend and 
maintaine men again(t unjuſt violence, and to puniſh offenders and 
maletaftors. But Eſan tollowed the wars to make himſclfe great, as 


others to cake away their lands and goods from them, and ro make 
temſelves pofleſſiours and Lords of their countries, to get riches, 


they would betake themſelves to weapons and fighting, This is, {o 
far as ] candiſcern, a fault and fin, I ſay, to take occaſion of warring, 
and making bartailes, to win mens lands and goods trom them. 

If youlay, how was thisa part of 1/aacs bleſſing to Eſas, if itwere 
a finue 2 
| Tantwer, /ſaacs meaning is, to relate what outward proſperity 
| E{as ſhould bave:ſo that he doth not juſtifie all the meanes he ſhould 
ule to make himſelfe great, bur alone ſhewes, that be ſhould be great, 
and o>rain agallant countrey. Itisa kinde of remporall bleſhng to 
overthrow in war, and to conquer, though one deale not juſtly in that 
matter of war, Indecd if men may live by their ſword, where 15s 
the rule of equity, Doe you 45 you wenld bee done by, where is the 
following after peace > which all are commandcd to follow with 
all, Where is that threat, or curſe become 2 VVhich Daviapro- 
nounceth from God by way of juſt imprecation againſt ſuch, $cater 
the peoplethat atlizht inwar + Such kinde of war as 1s enterprized ro 


fight Gods battailes, as /oſuah and David did, in purſuing them with 
the ſword which were Gods enemies, and whom he appointed to be 
ſopurſucd,is a good thing and honourable;and ſuch as thoſe worthy 
men before named did much delightin. Sothen to make warres and 
Rirres, by invading others, and picking and ready accepting any Oc- 
caſion of quarrell for the raiſing of a Monarchie or Principalitieto 
himl(clfe, is a finne, and, fo farre as I ſee it, was Eſeus finne, who by 
his ſword made himſelfe owner of ſuch a Countric,as withio a little 


time his poſteritie was raiſed to agreat Kingdome for he —_— 
elle 
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ithath been uſed much tormerly, and is now. Men would hight with | 


command, and glory,and make themſclves great in worldly reſpects, | 


makea living of, and to get away other mens'poſſeſſions , for elſe to. 


3. He waſe 
himſelf great 
by war, 
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The Example of 


felled the iphabirants 0: Mount Seir, and crected the beginning of of| 


—— 


ces 


louldiers; whereas it the war was entred info, not out of compulſion 


| made red pottage, Eſaus hunger made his eye apt to be taken with 


the kingdome of Edom, Indeed, tolive by ones {word,or by hiswits, 
may well d1{pute ior the precedency 1n ſinfulneſle, The one cou- 
zcns, the other kils, the one uſeth ſecret tricks, the other open "na | 
Cheone armeth it {clfewirh fraud, the otherwith violence: The one | 
aurts menin goods, the other in life too; the one will bave it be. 
cautc he can over-reach you inwit, the other becauſe he can over. | 
mal\ter you in ſtrength ; the one careth not ſo he car beguile you, whe. | 
cher he have iult title or no, the other carcth not fo he can deate you, | | 
whether his title be good or not; the one breaketh the eighth and | 
ninth Commandements, the other the eighth and (ixth Comman. 
Jements: nevera better of them, bur chat rheworle,which is joined | 
«ith more crueltie and bloudinefle, And Eſix had a kind of preſage 
of his fierce and bloudic nature, when he, looked fo red at his very | 
-i:ch, and when he was affected with the red colour of the ptrage, 
(are, forced, in reſpect whereof alſo his name began tobe called | 
Ed w b:ch Ggnific th red, 
Here you nay fee what anerring judgement man hath ſince his 
tu], for how have men honoured Conquerours and great fighters,and 


.odefend,or out of jultice ro puvith publike 10jurtes againſt Cities, 
or Common- wealths, or Countries, it was meere robbery and mur- 
Jer: they were bur great Pyrates, and great I heeves, and great mur: 
derers; and yet the fooliſh blindneſle of men will nceds give them 
honour and g00d eſteeme, 

Burt I nced not diſgrace war to you, only this you muſt note, that 

E/in which gave himſclte in his younger time to nothing elſe but 

{yorts, afterwards gave himſelferonorhing elſe but war and ſpoiles. 

Otr voluptuons yourh many times ends 10 an injurious old age. 

They (er up thc m'(clves by bad meanes at laſt , which gave them. 
ſelves tovanity and toyes before, Thus much of Eſaus converſation 
in reſpe& of theſe earthly things : Now ſee his behaviour inreſpe& 
ot fpiricuall things, 

And herein he was ſo bad a liver, that the Apoſtle cals him a pro. 
phane fellow, and warnes all of us not to be prophane as he was, 

His prophanneſle ſhewed itſelfe in two acts ; 

Firſt, in ſelling his birth right. 

Secondly, indeſpiſing it, and that continually, and with great 
careleſneſſe; ſo Hall you reade inthe Story of Gen. 25.31, 32. The 
-atter was thus , Eſau came hungry and faint from hunting. Tacob had 


the lively colour of the red broth; he was as hungry men be, very ca- 

cerafter food and prayes his brother to give him ameſlec of the red 
"Ottage. Jacob ſaith, Sell me thy tirth-right then, that is, paſſe over tO 
ne all choſe priviledges chat appertaine to thee as the elder brother, 


indon that condition I will give thee broth enough : Eſau thinkes, 
perhaps 


Al —— _ 


i. 
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| 
| 
| pcihaps all/ohe laid foro0,l am going todie, I cannot concetve that 
| he meanes, | am now ready for hanger to give up the ghoſt,and muſt 
needs dic,i! 1 have nor inſtantly ſome of this food, for ſuch faintneſſe 
woul.!t {carce have given him leave to bave entred into ſuch a parle, & 
Iſaacs houle, or ſome in it would have aftorded the yong maſter ſome- 
thing to have kepthim fro tarving. But I ſuppoſe he meaneth, I muſt 
'hortly dic,& the inheritance that is to follow of this birthrighryis of 


this land {or many years hence, & therforc this birth. right wil do me 


no good, and ſo he 15 content to ſell it, 8 to confirm the bargain with | 


1n oath.Lo here is one act of prophanneſſe, He ſhews that he dic not 
care for heaven & lite eternal, wherof that land was a type and figure, 
or that hedid not take notice of it asa type and figure ot heaven, and 
therefore 1s content to (ell it, as we uſe to ſpeak,dogcheap, for a mor- 
(ellofmeac,ora meſle of potrage. To part with the things that are 
 ignes & means of attaining erernall life, for the baſe & trifling mar- 
ters of this life; & it he cannot have both, to chooſe rather to have the 
carthly,8 lerthe ſpirituall go,lo this is 1 ſay prophanneſs. A ſertin 

of earthly trifling good things,2s it were a meſs of good broth; before 
the ſignes and outward means of attaining life everlaſting,even thoſe 
things that (hould do us ſpiritual good, by helping us tograce & glo- 
'ry,this I ſay is prophannefle this is Fſavs offence, The birthright car- 
ried with it divers things. 1, The ſoveraignty & chief govefnment of 
the family. 2. The prieſthood allo, and right to be as the miniſter of 
thewhole family.z.Here and in this caſe, intereſt tothe land of Ca- 
naan,asa typeof heaven, & to rhe continuance of the viſible Church, 
andthe meanes of grace and ſalvation in his poſterity & family, all 
which were tranſlated to /acob with the birthright. Now Eſas an hun- 
ting fellow, that gave himſelf co his Crofſs-bow and ſports, he either 
had not informed bimſelfof theſe matters, or did not heed chem nor 
conſider them, therefore he lets all goe for a good meſle of pottage. 

| Brethren, propbanneſle isa fearfull fin, I meane to have fo little e- 
ſeem of the outward meanes of ſalvation, as to part with them for a 
fſongas we ſay.Bur yet an higher degree of prophannefſe. He went his 
way and deſpiſed his birth-righr, he never conſidered of his folly af. 
terwards to repent heartily of it, and foto ſeek pardon, and (though 
not the recovering of his birth-right, yet) to bee ſtill admitted as a 
member of Iſaacs family, and fo to enjoy the priviledges that were 
promiſed to him and his (ced, but even deſpiſeth ir, hecares nota pin 
lor it, it never grieves nor troubles him that he had ſold ir, let ir go, as 
if it had been ſcarce ſo much worth as he paid for ir. So the fin is 
Prievous, to deſpiſe and contemne as vain and uſcleſſe thoſe things 
that tend robring unto us ſpirituall graces, an1eternall lite, 

Now brethren, be not many of you ſuch, that ſer light and deſpiſe} 
the meanes of grace, you care not for the word of God, for the Sacra- 
nents, for praying, &c, The leaſt outward benefit wil] make you part 
with theſe helps to life erernall,you think them not worth any thing, 


| Cc you 
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| 
you can be perſwaded to part with them tor any little gaine, or the 
like, Nay, do not ſome of you deſpiſe them ? count it a tolly to 
make ſo much adoe about them , and would nor care a ruſh, if you | 
ſhould never come at Vord,or Sacrament more,never ule prayer any 
more. If any bee ſodiſpoled, as the lives of many ſhew they be, let | 
them conſider that they ſhall in vaindreame of having the bleſſing, 
even the ſpirituall bleſſing of Gods favour, and life eternall : E/z,, 
could not prevaile by any reares and intreatics to have his Father piye | 
him a ſpiricuall blefling , God by feare ſtrengthened Tſaacs heart a- | 
gainſt all his intreaties, It may ſeem he would fain have had theb]e(.| 
fing of Abraham, which carries with ita ſpirituall bleſſing, ſome cqn. | 
fuſed notion it is like he had of heaven, that muſt be given to 4br.. 
hams children, and that muſt go along in the family of Abraham, and 
[/aac, and their ſeed, this he would fain have had, and ina fir weepes 
hard,and did much deſire to make his Father repent of his being de- 
ceived, and bleſſing 1acob,but he could nor prevaile. It himſelfe had 
ſought at Gods hand to give him repentance for his prophanneſſe 
and other fins, he ſhould not have been rejeAed; but that was not the 
thing he ſought alone, he would have had his Father to have changed 
his minde,and given him aſſurance of heaven, Such a confuſed deſire 
of heaven may be found in the heart of a profane man, bur when in 
this maner they would inherite the blſſing,they ſhallnot. They thar 
care not for the birth-right, ſhall miſſe of the bleſſing ; they thar re- 
2ard notthe outward ſigns & means of life eternall, hall never attain | 
life eternall. A profane man,a contemner of religion & religious ſer. | 
vices of God, ſhall never go to heaven without amendment, O ifany 
of you be ſuch, now let Eſaus example ſtir you up to repentance, & rc- | 


| formation,and be no more profane, as was Eſa. Bur 2. ſtir up your 


ſelves to be truly devour,make great account of Gods Ordinances,to! 
which he hath annexed the promiſe of life. Make high account of the 
Sacraments, Word, Prayer, Thele be his Ordinances,to have the in. 
tereſt and injoyment of them, is to have the birth-right : O eſteeme 
them higbly for that excellent purpoſe to which they are aſſigned, & 
ſeek grace in them, that you may attaine ſalvation by them, which 
thoſe that do,are followers of 7acob,and not of Eſav,and ſhall ſpeed as| 
[acob.But the laſt a& of profanneſle in Eſas was worſt of all: He leaves 
the land of Canaan,and of his owne accord goes away to Mount Seir 
from /acob, becauſe he found it not ſo commadious an habitation, He 
and his brother could not dwell together there, & he would not dwell 
in Tents as 1ſaac & 7acobgto ſhew himſelfan beir through hopeof the 
ſame promiſes, & ſo this was anutter forſaking of all care of true reli- 
gion, & turning meer worldlyand earthly. O take heed that none of 
you ſuffer profaneneſs to take ſo ſtrong a hold,and ſertle ſodceproot- 
ing in you, that you ſhould quite and cleane give over all ſhew of 

piety, and follow the world wholly altogether and profeſledly. 
He is profane that hath nogreat care of heaven,at leaſt not at all to 
gett 
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cth, and atcer relinquiſhcth,and caſterh off the ſignes and meanes of 
grace that God hath appointed, O let not any of you be ſuch,periſh 
not after the cxample of Eſavs naughtineſle, bur let his badnefle 
teach you to feare to be bad in the ſame kinde, and labour tobe de- 
vout, holy, and religious, that you may be ſaved. 
Yec more faults muſt be ſpokeno!, towards his Father and Mother 
he did not ſhew that due reſpet which he ought untothem, tor he 
married Cananitiſh wives,againlt their good liking you may be lure 
which proved an hearr-breaking unto them, and when he thought to 
mend che matter in ſuper-adding the daughter of 7ſhmael,he went yer 
inthe ſame roade that betore, not craving their advice and counſell, 
burdid it of his own head, which though he were now marricd , hee 
' ſhould nothave done fo long as he lived, as then it may ſeeme he did 
live under their roote, Beware you children of this fin of Eſau, wrong 
notthe authority of God and your parents both, by marrying withour 
their conſent, liking,or privity; whether is it ſate,better,& more deſi- 
cable to be [xcobs imitators Gr Eſaus?but of that I have ſpokenalready. 
| Anotherrank of faults ſee towards his brother, Firſt, he accuſerh 
him for beguiling him of his birth-right, which was a falſe accuſati. 
on,tor he cou!d not couzen him of that, bur himſelf out of a profane 
ignorance and contempt of the worth thercof,fold it away for a poore 
price,a meſſe of pottage. But man 1s ever ready tocaſt the blame of 
his faults upon others, if they have any colour fo todo, itwere better 
plainly to confeſle and take the blame unto ones ſelf, than to double 
[the fault by covering itwith falſhood ſpringing from ſelf-love : Let 
[noman ſay, that another hath deceived him of that which he hath 
fondly caſt away,or the like. But when 7acob had indeed beguiled him 
of the blefſing,which I cannot tell how to excuſe, then he hated him. 

It is a grievous offence.to be ſo imbitrered, ſpecially againſt a bro- 

ther,or kinſman,as to entertain hatred againſt him. Thos ſhalt ot hate 
' thy neighbour mm thine heart, Love your enemies, do 700d to them that dv evill 
to you, faith our Saviour, This is far from being like God,and fo from 
being a fruit of the Spirit of Chriſt, who loved his enemies. Should 
not the Image of God ina man prevaile more to make oxe love, than 
his own injury to make him hate. If any of you be an Eſavite in this 
thing, an hater of one that hath done him wrong, let him be aſſured 
that it is a great ſin, and if he excuſe it, defend ir, deny it, will not fee 
it, nor carefully refiſt it, let him be aſſured rhat his fin is nor pardon- 

ed. Hethat ſaith he loveth God, and hateth his brother, i a tyar : and hee 

that ſaith he isa childeof God,and is not a lover of God,is a lyar too. 

You may ask me what it is to hate ones brother > I anſwer. 

There is a paſſion of hatred,and a habit of batred, and both work in 

| kwodegrecs. OED 

The paſſion of hatred is a kinde of averſneſſe, and riſing of the 
heart againſt a man when one ſees him, ſo that hee cannot away 
| Cc 2 with 
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get grace,and therefore firſt makes no great reckoning of,nextdeſpi- 
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|charity to God. O take heed of it, lee it, amend it, and beno longer 


with him, norcan ſpeake unto, or looke curtcouſly, or peaccably 
upon him, but ones countenance fals when he ſees him, and he even 
tarnes away, and by his good will would have nothing to doe with 
him. Tobe ſodifpoſed toa man 1n refpe of his foule and wicked 
carriage, is not a fin; but to be affected in reſpeG of an 1nyury, is this 
fſinfull hating ofhim. But the habir of hatred 1s, when the heart is 
ſoſerled in this alienation and eſtrangement, that it grows to wiſh | 
and deſire, and ſeeke his hurt ; now ſometimes theſe paſſions, and 
| theſe grudges be ſeen, lamented, reſiſted, and by degrees overcome; 
| here hatred ruleth not : ſometimes a man will nor ſce his fin in fuck. 
hatred, and raketh no paincs to chaſe this fowre leaven our of his 
heart, This over-ruling hatred is a finne that cannor ſtand with true 


like Eſas ! 
Next, he not alone intends to kill his brother, but comforts him- 
{elf in that thought, as you may reade, Gez. 27. 44. It is a fearctul! 
thing toreſolve upon murder, and that with delight and pleaſure, 
ſo that the heart concludeth rocommir it ſo ſoone as ſuch and ſuch a 
let is removed, or fir occaſion offered, and that fo ferledly,as nor con. 
| {cionable obedience ro God, bur alone ſome meere reſpet ro men 
doth hinder the accompliſhment. So the Phariſees reſolved to kill 
Chriſt, only fearing the people they forbearcd it was glad newes to 
them when 7d: offered his ſervice to betray him, This is to give 
ones ſ{elfe over as a f{crvant to fin, and cannot be found in any childe 
of God, at leaſt, not uſually or ofren. Doe any of you ſinne thus in 
any kinde > What ſhould I call you but Eſavs ? and I befcech you 
| ko take heed of malice, that it may not produce murther, and of all 
| the inward motions to evill with allowance, for feare rhey produce 
| the groſſeſt adts of evill. Nay, Eſans malice ſtrived rwenty yeares in 
his breaſt, for he wenrour againſt his brother when he rerurned from 
( Padaw Ararn, Gen, 22. with foure hundred men after him, minding to 
| deſtroy him, bur that God vouchſafted ro ſtop him by putting a pal 
f1on of kindeneſſe upon him. A great fin it isto artempr greivous 
| offences, though one be ſtopped in the middeſt, yea chough the ſtop- 
| page grow from ſome inward motion in himſelfe ; for this ſhewes 
| that the heart was once fully bentunto it, bur if ſome outward hin. 
( derance alone have been the cauſe of irs not being done, then the 
| tbankes of forbearance is leſle. 
| Repentrherefore of ſuch purpoſes and attempts, and ſhew your 
ſelves truly forrowfull and penirent, by confeſfing ro God the fin of 
attempting, and bleffing his name for not permicting you to follow 
your wicked deſires. 

His benefits, they were all remporall, The dew of heaven, andthe 
 [atreſſe of the earth , He was rich, proſperous, mighty, a conquerour, 
; had many children, yet he could never inherite the ſpirituall blef. 


(10g, though he would faine have had his Father to have repented. 
Cain, 


| 


ll 
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| Cain, 1ſhmael, Nimrod, Eſaz, had temporall bleſſings, boalt not of 
theſe things, thinke not your ſelves better than men for theſe things; 
His miſeries, except his lofle of the birth-right, he had tew tempo. 
rall crofles, Heb, 12, 17, Take heed of carrying your ſelves ſo, that 
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itgoe not ill with your ſfoules, that God plague you not 
with ſpirituall plagues, For his death,the Scripture 
ſpeakes nothing of it}, herein /ſhmael is 


preferred before Eſas. 
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Or ABIMELECYH, 


And the men of It na «k. 


N the ſervice of //aac, the holy Ghoſt maketh 
mention by the way, of ſome other perions with 
whom 1ſaac had occaſion to converſe, And firſt, 
be telleth of ſome paſſages betweene him and 
Abimelech King of Gerar ,- then of the men of 
Gerar, . Wee will therefore conſider of thoſe 

I things which are written concerning them, 

Firſt then,of 461melech King of the Philiftins. 

Gen, 26. 1, Whether this were the ſame man with whom Abraham 

ſojourned, or ſome ſon, or ſucceſſour of his, it 1s not certaine. | 

But in him let us ſee what is commendable, and fit for our imita- 

tion, for the Story telleth not of much fin in him, But we have ſome 

vertues of his mentioned, and one thing that is likely to be a taulr, 

His verrues are theſe. 

Firſt, he did nor take Rebektar from Iſaac, though he for feare al. 
firmed her tobe his ſiſter, when the men of the place asked him of 
her, but he left her alone with 7/azc, perhaps to make triall yet far- 
ther, whether ſhe were his wite or nor; it may be, remembring what 
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| ther they be faults or nor, but to take time to look thoroughly into 
; matters before we adventure, 


{1n that faſhion, and then goes and tels him what he conceiveth; fo 


 owne eyes from his owne badnefle, by meaſuring others by himſelte. 
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had bcendone before to Abraham, and with what ſacceſſe, Thar is 
praiſeworthy in him, and we muſt [carne to be wary in our proceed- | 
ings, and not preſently to do ſuch things as may bedoubrtuli, whe. | 


But next, when hc ſaw 1ſaac {porting with Rebekah in a very fami- 
liar manner, he did not miſconſirue this deed of theirs to the work 
ſence, condemning him of wantonnefle, and inceſt, as if he had becn 
{onaught as to carry himſelfe over-familiarly to his ſiſter, but con. 
ceived rather that ſhe was his wife, and that he would not have taken 
liberty tocarry hiwſeltc in that manner towards her, if ſhe had not 
been his wife : Hedid well to take things in the beſt ſence as he did, 
forwhen he ſaw ſuch behaviours paſſe betweene theſe two, as were 
not convenient betwixt any, any other but man and wife; he con. 
cludes, ſure ſhe is his wife, elſe he would not have ſported with her 


muſt we judge the beſt of the doubrtull things we ſee done by good 
men. 

Had he been ofa ſuſpitious and uncharicable diſpoſition, he wou'4 
have paſſed a bitter ſentence both upon Tſaac and Rebekkah , and 
thought this, without doubt this woman 15 a light woman, and this 
man a [libidinous and inceſtuous man,that ſhews ſuch geſtures to his 
{iſter, whodidalſoentertaine him, but he thinketh rather, ſurely the 
man is ſo good a man that he would never have bcen bold to beare 
bimſelfe f@amorouſly rowards his (1fter, and therefore, though hee 
ſaid ſhe was bis ſiſter, for feare or other conſiderations, yet verily ſhe | 
is his wife, 

We muſt beas charitable in our cenſures of men, as was this A46;. 
melech, and not take leaveto thinke the worſt of any mans ations, 
but favourably interpret them, and make the faireſt conſtruction of 
them that may be. Bur tobe harſh in our ceſures of any man, & think 
he is naught, he meaneth wickedly, this is a teſtimony ot a heart 
guilty of as bad fins in himſelfe, and of one deſirous to hide his 


For he that is himſelfe ready to doe evill, is prone to conclude, that 
othersare as bad as himſelfe; and therefore, when he ſees them doe 
ſuch a thing as may poſſibly be meant to anevill purpoſe, he conclu- 
deth preſently, that fo it is. For he will not thinke better of others, 
rhan himſelfe, and therefore will reſolve that they have doneas ill as 
he findes that himſelfe would have done in like caſe, 

| Take heed that you betray not your owne naughtineſſe, in being 
forward and haſty to blame others, 

Another good thing in this Abimelech is, that fo ſoone as he per- 
ceived that Iſaac was Rebekkahs husband, and ſhe his wite, he goes tO 
him preſently, and rels him, faying, Sure ſhe is thy wife, why then ſaidff 
thoa, ſhe « my ſiſter, for oneof the people mizht lightly have lies _— 

wife, 


A bimelech. CnaP.l6. 
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wife, and thou fhoulaſt haves brought wpon us griltineſſe, This is a good 
thing, and agreeable to the commandementofthe Law, to tell our 
brother plainly of his fin. It any mag ſhall do fome unlawfull thin 
ro our knowledge, we mult goe and enquire why they did fo, and even 
rebuke them for it by ſhewing them how hurttull or miſchievous it 
was, Or mizht have proved, 

Sodid another Abimelech, or this ſame to Abraham before, they 
therefore have not walked rightly, that it they know any fault by 
their brother, keep the matter to themſelves, and eatertaine hard 
conceits of them, but ſpeake no word of reproofe or admonirion to 
chem, So did Abſalom bi have himfelte towards his brother Amuor, 
when he had ſinned 1n torcing bis fiſter, This proveth, that they doe 
nor deſire their brothers amending,and that they are more diſpleaſed 
with che perſon than the (in, and it it be a wrong, with the injury done 
againſt themſelves, thanwith the offence done againſt God. If any 
of you have thus ſtored up the faults of another in his breaſt, to breed 
alienation of heart, and evill conceits againſt rhem, he muſt humble 
him(elfe for ſuch uncharirablenefle : And now, you mult learne to 
be bold and free in this behalfe, as A&:melech, Indeed you ſee him 
not bitter nor violent, but he is plaine and duly round with him, fo 
muſt we learne to forbeare diſtempered {pecches and geſtures, bur a 
plaine laying open of the fault before the oftendor , 18 neceſſary to 
bring him tothe ſight of his fault , and roa tree confeſſion, and ar 
leaſt to an outward reformation, Looke that you carry your felves 
thus hereafter to your offending brethren, and if they repent nor ar 
the firſt, doe it againe and againe, till you have brought them to 
anend or proved them incorrigible. 

Furcher, Abimelech ſhews in bis words evidently,both that he knew 
adultery to be a grievous (in, even though a man did not perfectly 
know the woman tobe married with whom he committed ir, and al- 
ſobelceverh that God will ſeverely puniſh-it in the commirrer, and 
ſohe was not awilfull liver in that (in, nor would have yeelded him. 
ſelfewittingly ro run into itfor the pleaſing of lufttull paſſions, Be 
you as good as he ſh-wes himſelfe, know that adultery is a great fin, 
that it ſhall bring guilcinefle and puniſhment upon you, and there: 
fore terrifie your ſelves from committing it : Why ſhould wee 
Chriſtians be of lefſe knowledge, and have lefſe conſcience, lefſe 
feare to offend God, leſle faith in bis juſtice then this Philiſtian had? 
Why ſhould we be bold to run into that crime which he was dif. 
pleaſed with Iſaac for miniſtring occaſion of doing unwittingly ? 
Why ſhould we flatter our ſelves with hope of impunity for fach a 
fin as he did certainly beleeve would bring guilrineſſe upon the 
commirrer > Confider with your ſelves, whether you have not been 
{oblinded and hardened with the deceitfulneſſeof fin, as knowingly, 
and of purpoſe to ruſh into the evill which an Heathen man was feare- 
full ro commir. 
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Againe, it is well done of _46:melech, that he by a firſt comman. 
dement ratified with a threat ot death, charged that no man ſhou{d 
dare to wrong this man or his wite : He was a King, and had power 
to make ſuch an ediR, and for the ſecuring of 1ſaac againſt his feares, 
and preventing any cvill, publiſheth ir to his people. Governours 
mult uſe their authority to keep their inferiours from fins by threat. | 
ning, and if that prevaile not by puniſhing with due ſeverity. They 
muit terrific theta from crimes of death by denouncing the puniſh. 
ment of death, and not iufter them robe more ealily drawnto naugh. 
tinciſe through hope of impunity. | 

Moſt men torbeare fin for feare of puniſhment, rather then hatred 
of wickedneſſe, wherefore they muſt have this feare wrought in them 
by the Governours, that they may be ſo reſtrained, and the Magi- 
ſtrate is to ſhew himſelte ſuch, that if men doe evill they may feare, | 
You Governours have not power to make lawes, but you have the | 
care of executing lawes intruſted to you, ſee therefore that you be un- | 
partially, and wiſely, and righteouſly ſevere 1n putting the Jawes in | 
execution which are made to terrifie malefaQors, elſe you bring the 
cuile of their fins upon your owne ſoules, and fin at once againſt 
God the ſupreame Ruler, the Common-wealth, the ſinners them- 
(elves, and your own {oulcs too. 

But here by the way, I muſt obſerve ſomething that was worthy 
blame in 7/aac, he had roo hard a conceit of theſe Philiſtims, and 
thought them worſe then he found them ; for he conceived they 
would have killed him for his wives ſake : Surethis feare did caſt an 
aſperſion not on the menof lower rank, but upon the chiefe perſons 
and Rulers , burtloe, the King is far from doing ſo wickedly, yea, he 
doth the quite contrary, and uſeth due care to prevent this wicked. 
neſſe,. We muſt learne to beware of ſuch raſhneſſe, and not thinke 
ſo hardly of others, that they will wrong us in ſuch and ſuch kindes, 
tillwe have juſt ground for ſuch thoughts. A man 1s to uſe diſcreti. 
on, and thinking that ſuch whom he knoweth not may happily 
wrong him, muſt take ſuch prudent order, that they may not bee 
able though they ſhould be willing or if he can take no ſuch courſe, 
he muſt leave the matrer to Gods providence, but he muſt nor con- 
clude, ſure they will wrong me, and ſo condemne them before he 
heares them, and turne himſelfe to baſc ſhifts for eſcaping the 
WIONg. 

Now another thing is alſo commendable in Abimelech, he goeth 
tO /ſaac, ver, 26. With his friend and chiefe Captaine, and defireth to 
| make & covenant of peace and amity with him, giving alſo the 
true reaſon of bis defire, and intimating an acknowledgement of the 
formerunkindncfle in diſcharging bim the country, For we have ſcene 
(faith he) /hat God « with thee,andtheu the bleſſedof the Lord doeit, It 1s 
1 part of wiſdome and goodneſſe too, ro be in covenant and peace 


w1tii g00d men, and toobſerve how God doth pleaſe to bleſle _ 
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and to a{ctibe their proſperity tro Gods favourable bleſſing, all which 
things you ſee in Abrmelech, He had refuled rolet 1ſazc dwell in his 
, Countrey, yet he is nor {o tout hearred, but that he will come to 
| tim, and ſeck his triendſhip, and that in honourable manner,acknow. 
ledging his worth and Gods blefling upon him. Wee muſt learne 
todo the ſame things, but in a better manner, he looketh to 7/rae!s 
' proſperity, we mult look tothe goodnefſe of men, and in love of their 
vertues, rather then in hope and feare of carthly rhings, be at peace 
with them, and live in amity towards them, It is a good thing tobe 
| friends with Gods friends, even on whatſoever conſiderations; for by 
| ſodoing a man intereſts himſelte into that bluſhng which God faith 
that be will grant tb them that blcfſe his people. Bur if love of their 
religion and picty make us deſirethe friendſhip of any, then it is a 
, £00d ſigne, that the ſamepiety and vertue is found 1a him whom it 
'winneth robearegood will unto the profeſſour of ir : for vertuous 
; men are ſeldome loved, and never for vertues ſake, but by thoſe that 
have ſome vertue, And it giveth us ſome good hope, that Abimelerh 
| might be a man that acknowledged the true God whom I/ac profeſ. 
(ſed, ſeeing he took notice of his bleſſing upon 7ſacc, and called hin 
the Bleſſed of the Lord, And this is Abimelechs goodneſle, One thing 
ſeemeth to bave been faulty in him, of which 7ſaac alſo relleth him, 
' when hecame to make a Covenant, ſaying,7e hate me, and have driven 
me away from you. This is likely to bea fault, rodrivea man, a good 
man, ſo from ones countrey houſe or familiarity , that he ſhall have 
' cauſe to thinke it is done out of hatred, Indeed inthe 16.ver. ofthe 
26, Chapter, Abimelech would not ſeem todo ir our of harred, but out 
of policie, becauſe of 1ſaacs greatneſle: as if he ſhould ſay, It will not 
ſtand with our ſafety to ſuffer ſo great aman to ſojourne in our coun- 
trey. But 7ſa«c ſaw a piece of malice and ill will in it, as the holy 
Ghoſt in the Story doth intimate, ſaying, They envied him, and v. 16. 
Then Abimelech bade him depart, moved like enough by the perſwaſli- 
; ons of thoſe that did envy him, it not a little leavened with the ſame 
leaven himſelfe. Beware of committing the like offenge, ſhew nor 
il will towards any good man, by chaſing bim from you, refuſing to 
give him leave to be with you, or in generall, by any diſcurteous car. 
'riage towards him. But be rather glad of his ſociety and neigh- 
| bourhood, 
And fo we have done with Abimelech, 
Now ſomething of his Subje&s the Philiſtims, and particularly 
the men of Gerar. The Philiſtims envyed him, ver, 14. in refpeRt of 
| his greatnefle and proſperity. This finof envy (4. e. being grieved 
' at another mans proſperiry, and bearing ill will againſt him for it, 
which will ſurely follow ſuch griefe,for that griefc is an effeQ ſpring. 
ing from wncharitableneſſe, and therefore will cauſe it to grow 
ftronger and worſer) I ſay, this fin is agrear offence, blamed in Caiy, 


in oſephs brethren, in the Phariſec?, and moſt of all inthe devils, 
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6 i Cx n. The Example of  Cnar. 25, 
| [tisawrong t to God in thatwe latisfic not our ſelves in his diſpo | 
| ſing of things, tor may not God (he more or lefſe favour toinen, as | 
it ſcemeth good tohimſelte > and why, ſhould our eye beevill be. | 
| cauichiseycis good? LItis a wrong to the perſon envyed,in that we 
*donotſo behave' our ſelves rowards him, as we would that all Other | | 
| ſhould doe toour ſelves, for men would that others ſhould rejoyc. in| 
their weltare, and not repine at It, Secondly, in that it maketh us | 
apt todoethem any injurie, as bere is ſeene in the Example that we | 
| ſpeake © of, who ſtopped Iſaacs Wells out of envy, And it is a wrong 
to ones ſelfe, in that he bringeth peedlefſe vexation upon himſelfe 
and fillerth his heartwith oall, when he might have fed on hone yas 
itwere; for we ſhould rcjoyce with them that rejoyce, and then we 
ſhould partake of the bencfit; becauſe the beſt fruit of a good thing 
| is to have joy of it. 

And this envy ſpringeth from meere {c]fe-love, and pride, and fol. 
ly, in not ſeeing God in things, and ſubmitting to his wiſdome, | 
| Whoſoever findeth a kinde of rangue of this diſeaſe in himlclte, 
[za blame himſelte tor it heartily, and thinke thus with himſelfe, | 

'What ſhall I be an imiratour of wicked men, yea of the wicked 
ſpirits > What a fooliſh man am I that will not ſee Gods wile | 
| providence and yeeld toit > What awretch, thatthinke all good 
things loſt which fall beſides my ſelfe > Whar a fooliſh man that 
will make a croſle to my ſelte where it nced not bee, nor indeed | 
is > Andif any thinke, it hee had nor this proſperity ic might | 
betall mee, and theretoreat leaſt I may grieve that he hath ir tomy 


dammage, 

| I anſwer. 

" That is but avery May-be, for it will not follow that the Phili- 
ſtims would have grownc very rich, if 1/aac had nor gotten fo 
| much, nor that Caiz ſhould have been accepted if Abel had not; Yea 
{verily , thoſe things that have moved God not to grant them ſo 
| much proſperity as another, would have cauſed him to withdraw 1t 
from them, even though he had not given it corthat other, For God 
doth not forbeare to give to this perſon, becauſe he gave to that; 
this Kinde of abſtaining to give is proper to men, whowant ſufficient 
meanes to give to all, bur God can repleniſh all without leaving | 
himſelfe deſtitute : bur God with-ho!ds his benefits from thoſe 
that have them nor, becaule their ſins provoke him, or becauſc hee 
| would ali or chaſtiſe them, 

The faults of men keep good things from their poſſeſſions, and 
they would not have been lefle faulty, if another had been leſſe pro- 
| ſperous. Wheretore I ſay, confefle this fin, ſee ir, condemne it :n 
, { your ſelves, yeeld notroir, 1 
| YeabutIam ſure that his zetting hinders my gaines, 

' Anſwer. Firſt, ſay that itdoth, wilt thou be vexed that another 
hindersthee 2 Is netthis to bevexed ar Gods providence ? - 
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'could and it he purpoſed to crofle thee, deny thee ſuch benefits, ; 
thougn this man were not. 

Now I pray you, hate and abhorre envy, and learne to rejoyce 
with them that rejoyce, rather then torment your ſelves at then), 
20d tObee thankfull ro God for thewing favour to your neighbours, 1 
rather then to frer in your ſelves, Indced ifwe fee wicked men pro- | 
 ſper, wee mult beware of over-grieving , leſt it make us fall ro imi- 
caring : But togrieve at the proſperity of an 7ſaac, 15 t2 ſhew, that 
one loveth not goodneſle, as a reward of which the Lord vouch: 
{afeth tharproſperity. | 

Now ſccondly, when they had entertained envy, then they fall to | 07-2557 
injury; They ſtopped his Wels,and filled them with duſt, vi. The | gon. hin 
Wells his Father had dugze : Loe, a wickedneſſe; ro doe injury 0 2 
'another, by hurting and hinderivg him, though ones felfe can 
reape no benchitby ir, Indeed to doe a neighbour hurt in body or 
goods withour juſt cauſe (v/z. puniſhing him tor ſome taule by 
vertue of authority which God hath pur intro my hand) 15 a grear 
finne, and againſtthe plaine Law that ſaith, Doe as you would be done 
'4y, and that Commandement, Bee 2nnocent as Doves, but to hwt | 
2 man without any profit to himſelfe, this is an high degree of 
wickedneſſe, and proceeds from nothing elſe but envy, which is 
' one of the worſt kindes of malice. To advantage my lelte by auo 
ther mans loſle is moſt unjuſt, bur ro binder another without any 
| advantage to my ſelte, this is a farre more palpable and wilfull in- 
juſtice, | 

O call ro minde your owne wayes , baue not you walked as croo- 
 kedly as theſe men of the Philiſtime Nation 2 Stopped up another 

mans Wels as it were, that is, put your ſclves topaines ro doe him 
dammage, to hinder him, though you get nothing by it your | 
ſelves. This is a plaine proofe of a man ſtufted with envy, and with 
great wickedneſſe, whereby he loves todoe evill, even tor the plea- 
{ure ſake he taketh in doing, not for any other fruit of it,” This 1s to 
be juſt like thedevill, thar ſecketh ro keepe others out of heaven, 
and to bring them to hell, though it eaſe not his rorments one whit, 
becauſe it a little ſatisfieth his ſtomack. Repent, repent excceding- 
ly, if you have been ſo devilliſh. 

Another fault of the Philiſtims you mcete with, Ger. 26, 1 9 
20, 21, Iſaacdigged aWell in the walley , and found there a fonmtazne | 
of living water : that is, ſuch as did run with a full and conſtant 
ſireame, Andthe Shephearas of Gerar contended for it with Iſaacs Shep-. en 
beards, ſaying , the water s ours, Wherefore 1ſaac called the name | jj, 
of it Hezek, or ſtrife, becauſe they ſtrove with him, Then they 
digzed another Well, and they ſtrove for that alſo, and he called 
the name of it Situah, which fignifieth hatred or enmity, becauſe 
be ſaw that they contended with him now,not for need of the ans 
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| bur cutof meere hatred, becauſe they were encmics and adverſaries | 


co him, and were grieved at his welfare. | 

The tault is (you ſce) contentiouſneſle, and trite, growing out of | 
batred and illwill. The nature of man is full of this vice, as S, Pau, | 
Filled with envy, murther , debate. Rom, 1. 9, and Hatred, variance, 
emulation, ſtrife, [edition , are reckoned among the fruits of the fleſh, 
Gal.5.19. S. Paultelleth the Corinths, Left :hat when he commeth 
wnte them, he ſhall finde among it them (with other ſinnes) debates, and 
ffrife. This (trite hath irs originall in pride , which eaſily breedeth 
envy, and hatred, and ſocontention and firite, and S. 1ames ſaith, 
That theſe which have envying and ſtrife among themſelves, this wiſdeme 
not from above , but ts earthly , ſenſual , and devilliſh , and that where 
envying and ſtrife is ; there confuſion , andevery evill worke, Helaith 
alſo, That wars and fightings are among it them, from their luſls that way 
in their members, You ſee the loathſomeneſle of this vice, from the 
bad cauſes and effeGs of it, 

Take notice therefore of your owne hearts and lives, and ſee if 
none of you bee a quarellous and contentions perſon; that 15, rea- 
dy upon every occaſion to ſtrive with his brother, and to breake 
forth into brawles and ſuits, challenging thatwhich is none of his, 
and diiquieting bis brethreg and bimſelfte. 

A man may uſlc legall meanes to ger and keepe that which is 
rightiully due to him, but he muſt nor doe this ina froward man- 
cr, with bitterneſſe and rage againſt his adverſary ; but for the 
things that appertaine not to him in equity , hee muſt make no ſtri. 
vingatall, otherwiſe Be isa contentious man, And becaule ſelte- 
love maketh us ſo blinde, that wee are apt to deceive our ſclves, and 
co imagine we have good title to that which indeed belongs not to 
us, wee muſt bee content to reterre our ſelves willingly to other 
mens judgements, and not ſtand upon our owne opinions; I mean 
to Other indifferent, and unintereſſed perſons, whole judgements 
are like to bee clearer than our ownc, in things wherein themſelves 
be not ingaged, 

Let me therefore commend peace and concord , let nothing bee 
done of ſtrife, in an humour to croſſe and oppole another, or to vexe 
and anger bim. If covetouſneſle or envy rule in a mans heart, hee 
will botle with contention, and flame forth into debares and (ſtrites; 
but if he have an heart contented with his eſtate, and charitably 
diſpoſed to his brethren , hee will then inſue peace, and follow 
after it, For a juſt controverſie may bee carried in a quiet and 
peaceable manner, and ſo ought to be ; but be the cauſe of ſtriving 
never fo equall, if the thing be carried rumultuouſly with bitter 
words and behaviour , with railings, ſwellings, whiſperings, back- 
bitings, mutuall diſgracing and upbraiding one ancther, this 1s a 
\igne of a naughty heart, in whom the v1iſdome that is from below 
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Reſolve therefore tofollow peace with all men, not ſtriving bur 
vpon juſt cauſe, andthen alſo ina loving, gentle, and milde jman- 
ncr, And ſo much for ſa«cs contemporaries, with 
whom his occaſions gave him cauſe of 

intermingling. I proceed now 
to [ſaacs heire and ſuc- 
ceſſor,that is to 
ſay, Jacob, 
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3 HE word Jacob ſignificthhe holds the heele : the 
reaſon of which name you may reade Ce. 25, 
26, Heand Eſau were Twins born at one birth, 
Eſaw was the firſt borne, and when he was borne, 
his brother came out after him and held him by 
the heele, whence this name was given him, 

Of racob we muſt ſhew three things, as in for- 
mer Examples, Hisbirth, life, and death. 

Concurning his birth, the time and parents were the ſame which 

we noted before of Eſau, the manner was as you have heard, as if hee 

had wreftled with his brother for the birth-righr even in the birth , 

nwhich may fee tobe f12nificd the great ſtir that ſhould be be- | 

twixr their Succeſſours as well as themſelves, yea, and betwixt the | 
$064 and bad in all ages, cven thoſe that are heires of the promiſe, 
and thoſe that be contemners of the promiſe. For the Lord had fore- | 

Old, __ tvo Nations were in Rebekkahs wombe, which (ould be! | 

cyarated one from the other, and in them the Lord did manifeſt the 

tree. lome 0! his Election, ſeeing he choſe the younger before the | 
elder ro;aheritethe promiles, and that before they had done good | 

Grevill, char the purpoſe of God according to election might re- 

' maine (or be hrme)not of workes Hut of him that calleth : meaning, | 
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me Ute juſt reaſon (for he 15 a reaſonable agent, aud doth all things, anc; 


', His yertues, 
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| that Gods intention of ſaving dy his grace, who treely calleth, not 
of any workes in any perſon, "whether repenting, belecving, or an; 
other workes, might be ftedtalt and able. No workes cauſe God to 
call one, or to purpoſe to call one, or not to call another, bur alone 
| bis go0d plealure, whereof chough it be ſure that God hath in bin 


(TEN, 


-— — —___ 
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moſt underſtandingly ) yet he ſees it not good to reveale tous an! 
reaſon, becauſe le would make us {ee what {ubjetion we owe: tr; 
_— (that is to ſav) toreft in his will as a ſuthcientreaſon to ſarish, 

s. God might have purpoled to call, an alſohave called all witl. 
= vn picking or chooting, or preferring one before another, but 
his purpoſe was according to cletion or choice, he tatended nor to 
; raiſc up all out of the miſerable eſtate intowhich 4d brouzh! 
all, bur alone ſome; and in'his chooling hc might have leſr whom 
he tooke, and contrarily, bur he would take ſomc, not all, and theſe 
not thoſe becauſe in his wiſdome he (aw it fir; and io great is his 
power and {overaighty, thatwe ought to be cont :cnted with tis rca 
{on, God would have ito, 

Gods Election is his purpoſe to call fuch and ſuch, Icaving th 
reſt : andofthis purpoſc we can give no other caule but this, fo it 
lcemed good unto him : though] himlclfe have ſuch grounds of his 
choice within himſelfe, as it 1s fir for a wiſe agent to have for the 
Tround 0 all his ations. He thatwill not quiet himſelfe thus inrhe 
matter of ele&ion, ſhall entangle himſelfe ſo, that he will never bee 
looſed. 

And fo much of Z:cobs birth, 

Now for his life, we will conſider his vcrtues , 
benefits. 

For his vertues, we will ſpeakeof them firſt in generall, and herc; 
two thing :SArC noted i in him, Gen.25.27. Tacob was a plaine man, end. 
did dvell in Tents, he word cranſlated a plaine man, {tgnificth a per-| 
fe& or upright man. Ir is of larger ſignification than that phraſe of 
ours, A plaine man, for that in common \ ſpcech noteth one that is ſim-| 
ple, and dealeth ſquarely and cavenly without fraud, decetr, guile, or 
any tricks in his aCtions, ſo may one be and have no great goodneſle: 
:n him. But this word is uſed todenote an upright hearted man, a, 
truly and intirely godly man, a perfe& man that is good within as 
well as without, and good in all things, atall rimes ,and inall places 


faults, croſles, 


one as well as another, onc that carefully follows all the Commande. 
| ments of God,notgiving himſelfe leave to ſwerve from any of Gods | 
Waycsat any time. | 
Perfeion is that property in things,by which they have all which | 
isrequiſite for their due conſtitution. 
There is a double perfeion, one of degrecs, unattainable in this 
life,and it iswhena man hath all the parts of obedience inthe bigh | 


eſt degree that the Law rcquireth of him, this is a legall perfection, | 
without } 


CCI —  — —— 


- _- — ns tes lm es - > _ Wn  —_ 


— — —— 


(i tw. Facob. - Guards 


—_— * CE... EE ———_— | 


_ _ <<” — — = ——— —  — 


Wit out WHHCIEO Mancan be juſtificd betore God by the Law, and 
bec:ulc nd man canartrain i, theretorc, Bythe Law ſhall no fleſh be ju. 
{{:f-4, Dur Oucevers bave IT 1n Chriſt, in whom they are made the 
iphteonſncfle of God, and to whom righteouſneſſe without workes 
(Meaning workes of thetrown working, tor they arc ſuch as worke 
ret inthus {colc) is umputed, 
Pcr!{e tion of parts, 1s whenall the parts of goodneſle are found in 
a man. As a clulde of five yeares 1s aperte man in re{peR of parts, 
hchath afoulc, and body, he bath hands, head, heart, legs, &c. and 
theretore is that way pertect, though ſtatureand ſtrengrth,and diſcre- 
tion be not found in him inthe ſame degree that after, when he is a 
growne man, 
Now there are two kindes of parts found 1n every thing firſt. 
| Firſt, the parts eflentiall, as matter and forme, 
| Secondly, the parts integrall, v7. as the ſeverall members of the 
matter, heart, head, &c. ina man. 
| So in the point of goodnefle, goodnefle is perte when it hath all 
the parts of goodnefle, viz. the matter, which is the a of doing 
| 200d and leaving evils. 2. The forme, which is the ſubjeion of 
thewilltothewillof God; in that a man is therefore carcfull to 
|cave cvill and doe good, becauſe he acknowledgeth himſelt ro owe, | 
and is willing to performe all obedience unto God his maker and 
\ Redeemer, and theſearethe eflentiall parts of goodnefle, | 
 Theintegrall, arethe doing of good in every kinde, and leaving 
of evill inevery kinde, with an endeavour, and ftriving, and wiſhing 
;:9 doe It inevery degree, even to leave all evill, the very leaſt degree, 
'and todoall good 1n the very higheſt degree. Thus you ſee what 
perfection is. It 1s an endeavour and refolution to doe all things 
which God commandeth, and to leave all the things which he for. 
biddeth, perfely in obedience to his authority; or if you will, in 
| briefe, Perfection of the Goſpell is a ſtriving after the perteion of 
' the Law, Now we mult be thus perfet, becauſe it is a ſingular 
| -aodneſſe of God to accept ſuch an imperfe& perfe&ion at our 
| hands, For he might bave held us ſtill to thecondition of workes, 
| and {o rejecting our endeavours, becaule talling ſhorr of what the 
Law requireth, might have deſtroyed us notwithſtanding ſuch en- 
deavours,but he hath been pleaſed to make a new Covenant,in which 
berequireth and acceptethour hearty endeavours, though therc be 
much failing, O ſhould nor this move us to labour and ftrive ! As 
ifadebtor owing an hundred pounds, and not able to pay it, ſhould 
have thcſe conditions propounded to him from his Creditor, well, 
pay me what you beable, ſoyou bring me good money, not counter-- 
feit, and I will accept it. Should not this make them very careful 
to bring him ſomuch as they were able, and that in good filver, not 
copper and falſe coine > Againe, we loſe both our goodneſſeand our 


ſelves alſo, if we be not plainc and perfect; It we have reſpeR toall 
Gods 
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Gods Commandenents, and be ſound in Gods preſence, wee ſhall 
not bc aſhamed : but confuſion will coverour faces at the end, if we 
| atisfie our (elves with hollow and defective goodnefle , for a lame 
ſacrifice will not be acceptable on Gods Altar. 
| Now l pray you leteach of us conſider of himſelfe,whether he be 
luch adiſiembler, that hath little ſhew of piety, and 1s nor pious in- | 
deed. We muſt be followers of them that by patience and faith in- 
| herice the promiſes, and be ſuch as they that have gone tO heaven, if [ 
| ' Our ſelves purpoſe to goe to heaven, And if you be not fo, but openly | 
 ſinfull, or hollowly and diſſemblingly ad. now {ce your miſery, | 
you ſhall never be heires with pr ad Iſaac, and Lacob ,tt you Jabour | 
not tobe like unto them in this perfe&ion, And the way to be per. | 
| {c, is to fee our want, and to pray to God to make us ſuch, Vee | 
have him ryed by a juſt faithfull promiſe to fill the huogry, and to 
 heare them that call upon him, | 
NHewsa | Lurther it is ſaid, that Jacob dwelt in Tents, not only meaning that 
cul -a»1 hewasa man broughtup to tend cattell , as they did that dwelt in 
pl Tents, (whereas Eſau was an huntſinan firſt, and a ſouldicr after,) bur 
chicfly that he did not ſet himſclte to ſeek great poſieſlions,and faire 
palaces, and houſes in the world, but ſojourncd in the land of Cana. 
an, as ina ſtrange countrey, dwelling in Tents with his Father /ſaac, 
as betore him Abraham had done: which thing the Apolile taketh 
notice of, as a proteſſion of theirbeing Pilgrims and Strangers upon 
| earth, aad {ecking an enduring City. 
F So hereare twothings obſervable, and imitable 1n 7acgb; one, that 
 hegave himſelf rorend cattell,and was a very $kilfull and able Shep- 
| | heard, as appeared after, when he undertooke to tend his Father in 
| ' lawes flocks. 
| Every one | It 1s neceffary that a man have ſome calling, ſome profitable em- 
ws =  ployment, by which he ts able with the common benefit of others to 
= | maintain his own ſelfe and family, and to vphold his eſtate. Ir isa 
promiſe, Tho ſhalt cate the labour of thine hands. Loe, labour muſt get 
our food, elſewe have not the good mans blefling : 12 the ſweat of thy 
| brow ſhalt thow get thy bread, This is a puniſhmenr, ſo far as 1trendeth 
toinflic diſquietmentand troubleſomeneſle upon men 1n their la- 
| | bours, bur ſo far as it enjoyneth labour, it is not a puniſhment, but a 
' precept : He that tilleth his ground ſhall have bread enough, Tilling of | 
; ones ground, that 15, diligent following of ones honeſt calling is re- | 
quired; and how hall a man follow that which he hath not > Alſo 
nature teacheth this plainly enough : the contrary alſo is full of dan- 
ger to the ſoule, expoſing a man to many temptations, and filling the 
heart with noyſome luſt, and making ir harder roeſcape, and to walk 
'ina Chriſtian manner of life, Wherefore rhoſe that have imitated 
Eſan rather than 7aceb, and bavegiven themſelves to ſports and vani- 
ty, fo that they be nor able rodoe any thing for their maintenance, it 


| |  aced required, have much toanſwer for before Godand have brought 
| | much 
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| (TEN. Facob, 
' much miſery on themſelves, in regard they are in greater difticulty 
of being laved than other men, in giving Satan and the fleth anex- 
ceedivg great advantage againlt their ſoules : He that hath no cal. 
ling is in danger to bea follower of idle companions,and the troupes 


of tuch perſons leade not inthe way to heaven, Therefore I call up- | 


onall you that are Parents, and all you children thar are come to 
 yeares of difcretion, requiring you to be carcfull of your childrens 
education, and to traine them-up {or ſome due vocation and calling . 
and you children to be obſcquious to your Parents in this behalte, 
 yeelding your ſelves to their diretions; and this exhortation 1 
' would inforce not only upon the poorer ſort, whoſe belly craveth it 


of them, as Solomon ſaith, but even on the wealthier fort too, whole | 
{oulcs I am fure doe as much crave it of them. For there is no man of 


ſo great birth and blood, bur that there is ſome noble ſtudy or other, 
and ſome honourable employment, wherein it will be to his honour 
to be skilfull and converſant. Men of place ſhould not need to be 
 laves to Dice, and Wine, and Harlots, and Sports, it they would be 
| ſervants ro God in ſome worthy vocation or other, 

But Tacob dwelt in Tents : that 1s, lived as a Pilgrim or ſtranger, 
profeſling himſclfan heire of the Promiſe made to Abraham. Though 
webenorall bound to dwell in Tents, and to be Pilgrims in that 

ſence, yet weelfe areall bound to have our hearts withdrawne from 
earthly things, and ſer on heaven, rocountthis world and the things 
of it no better than a Tent ora Tabernacle, weake, fickle, and uncer- 
 taine, and ſo to carry our ſelves towards it, and to be in it, even as in 
a ſtrange countrey, notas in an babitation of our owne, in which wee 
| meane to ſettle our ſelves. To behave our ſclves in the world as ftran. 
gers, and to the world and things thereof, as to a ſtrange place, 
through which we are travelling to our own country : This is a noble 
thing, a divine, a celeſtiall thing. A moſt remarkable difference be- 
wwixta true &a falſe hearted Chriſtian, becauſe one hath the righr, 
and the other contents himſelfe with counterfeit goodneſſe, Thus 
did our Lord Iefus Chriſt live ; thus Pas/zrhus all the Saints;and rbiis 
are we commanded to live, evenas Pilgrims and ſtrangers. And it 
ſtands in this, that we make no reckoning of earthly rhings in com- 
pariſon of heavenly, and that we deſtt - -arthly things none other 
way but inorder to heavenly, and uſe cartbly things only ſo, as tobe 
furtherances toour earthly beceing, and doe not ſuffer them to ſteale 
| away our affections from heaven, nor to hinder our diligentand con- 
ſtant praiſing of all thoſe things that doe direQly concerne our 
| heavenly eftate. 1s to minde,not the things below, but the things 
above, is aſurepi99/2of a man truly enlighrned and ſanAified, and 
| made conformable ts the death and Reſurreion of our Lord Teſus 
Chriſt. Ina word, it ſtands ineſteeming all earthly things as vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, and uſing them all as furtherances to our ſpi- 
'rituall well-being, otherwiſe making none account of them at all. 
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| For ſodotha ftranger uſe the countrey wherein he travelleth, and 


all the things and perſons that he doth meer withall therein, Now 
| letus make uſe toour ſelves of this great vertue, by blaming our 
owne ſelves for being {o far unlike to Tacob in this matter. How farre 
we are from dwelling in Tents, and from behaving our ſelves as Pil. 
grims in the world, is it not more than maniteſt > O how much 
clteeme doe we make of worldly things and perſons 2 how ateour 
hearts ſer upon them > how eagerly doe we follow them ? how over. 
much doe we rejoyce inthem ! Certainly this argueth a greatdealc 
of tolly. For to miſtake the worth and prices of things, 1s a ſpecaall 
point of folly; wedoe for the moſt part live like men of the world, 
chat are not acquainted with any things more excellent than the va- 
Rities of this life : We thinke not of our mortality and uncertainty 
of carthly things, wee have our conſolation in earth, rather than 
heaven, 

This worldly mindedneſſe is to be obſerved, confeſſed, lamented, 
refuſed ; we muſt blame our ſelves for it, as for a great fault, and 
muſt oppoſe it with ſerious meditations,of earth, and heaven, and of 
' our mortality, 

We muſt earneſtly pray to Cod todivorce us from the world, and 
' to pull our hearts upward, that we may not be glued as ie were tothis 
'dirtand dung. To ſee this fault,isa figne of ſome true grace; for the 
world will not ſee it tobe a fault, that they are over carneſtly bene 
| unto the world ; as the Fiſh findes it nor troubleſome to live inthe 
waters. 

And now let me call upon you, tobe heavenly minded hereafter, 
touſe this world as though you did not uſe it, to ſet it lower than 
ſpirituall graces, and than the hope of heavenly things. A childe is 
wedded to his gawdes fo long as his childiſhneſſe prevaileth, bur 
when he hath gotten more mature underſtanding, he rejeeth them, 
and mindes other things; ſomuſt we if we will ſhew our ſelves to 
be perfe& men in underſtanding.Ifa maſter ſets his ſervant to gather 
chips, he doth it, and ſhould doe ir diligently in obedience to his 
maſter ; but {ill he takes not the chips for excellent things, bu: 
reckons of them as of chips + ſo for conſcience ſake to God muſt we 
labour in the » »rld, yet ſti'| i, thatwe account the world as a vaine 
ſhadow, and muſt (hew thai we ſo eſteeme it, by being ſatisfied even 
with a {mall portion, if God ſee it fit to give us no more ; and by be. 


| 


too, if we be pur to ſuffer need, and want them, 

And ſo much now for 7acebs vertues in ger ll, He was aper- 
fef# man, and dwelt in Tents, Now-let us confi... chem more par- 
ticularly, | 

Firſt, let us ſee his carriage to God. ward, then to men-ward, both 
| himſelfeand others, both thoſe that were neerer ro him, and tholc 


*batwere further from him. 
Firſt, 
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ing well contented if we have food and raiment; yea, and patient | 


F 


| Firſt then, /acob bad true faith in God, a common grace which i: 
| found in all Gods people,and he ſhewed this faith by niaoy comtort- 
able and worthy fruits of faith ; 7, theſe which the Story of the 
| Bible noreth, 

Firſt, by his defire toget the birth-righr, and tobuy ir of his bro- 
\ther whodeſpiſed it, for, if it was ateſtimony of prophannefſe and 
' unbeliefc 10 Eſas, to fell and fleight his birth-right ; then mult ic be 
| alſo a proofe of holinefle and faith in /acob, rodefire it and buy it, In- 
deed they were both young, and {© 7acsb gets it ina childiſh way, by 
giving bis brother a meſſe of broth on that condition, that he would 
religne upto him all intereſt, right, and title unto it that he had, or 
' might have : But yet inthe main matter, 7acob beleeved Gods pro- 
miles for the ſpirituall benefits annexed to the birth-righe, elle he 
would not have ſought it in that manner. Graces worke in men ac- 
cording to the age and ability of dilcretion that is found in the par- 
ty which hath thema, 

There be certain childiſh and imperfe& expreſſions of grace mix. 
ed as it were with the weakneſle ot head that is in children; yer be 
theſe true proofes of grace, and ſuch as the Lord accepts for the ſub- 
ſtance of them ; though the weakneſſes mixed with them deſerve no 


neſſes, Sure had not 7acob beleeved the promiſes of God concerning 
the land of Canaan, and the reſt, he would never have tooke any care 
| of the birth-right; bur in that he doth long for it,and in ſuch a fathi- 
on as a young man could doe, contraRs for it with his brother, it ar- 
cues his faith, which cauſcd him foro eſteeme of ir. Indeed it was 
not that bargaine betwixt them that made it his, but Gods promiſe 
before made tohis mother, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger : but this 
atfeRing of it ſhewed that he had been taught by his mother this his 
intereſt; and that hewas poſſeſſed with an earneſt deſire of getting 
ie, which is the firſt fruit of his faith, 


ſeen in his condeſcending to his mothers metion of getting ir, ac- 
cording to her advice. Here alſoweaknefle diſcovered it ſelfe, bur 
the defireof attaining the bleſſing, ſhewed it ſelfe in this weak- 
nefle, and the truit of faith is to be allowed , though the corruption 
| joyned with itbe blame-worthy. | 


earneſt encreary, and reares to his Father , but 7acebs defires looked 
more to ſpirituall things, Eſavsto earthly : So, the ones was a fruit 
of faith in Gods promiſes, the other a fruitof meere naturall love to 
ones ſelfe, by which every man would faine attaine that which hee 
thinkes would prove beneficiall. 

A third notre and fruit of Zacobs faith , was his gratefu]l accepting 


going on his way; for he preſently rooke notice that Gods was 
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acceptation ; and for the love of the good, he paſſeth by thoſe weak- | 


| 
Secondly, he deſired alſo, and highly eſteemed the blcſſng, as is 


Indeed, Eſas alſo had adeſire of the bleſſing, as appeareth by his 


of Gods promiſes, when he appeared ro him in a dreame, as hee was 


there, 


| 
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from and to encreaſe him, as was told him 1a his dreame lore- 


| finde the ſame ſucceſſe. Such a fight before the ingendring cartel! 


| out faile, 
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there, and began to be reverently affected towards God,and was carc. 
| full to erect the ſtone for a Pillar, and ro poure oyle upon 17, which 
was nothing elſe but a thanktull expreſſion of his faith in Gods pro. 
miſes, which alſocauſed him to make the Vow lollowing unto God, 
as you have it, Gey, 28.10. tothceend. Athanktull and comfortablc 
recciving of Gods promiſes, being cheared with chem,as with things 
moſt certaine, proveth fairh to the promite maker, and tothe promi- 
ſes; ſhewing thata man is perſwaded they ſhall be performed with. 


Further, /acob ſhewed his faith in making choice of his wayes, 
when Zabar would have him toconrtinue looking to his ſheepe after 
the fourteene yeares of ſervice were palt for his twodaughters; for he 
| deſired to have the ſpotted, ſpeckled, and browne cattell that ſhould 
 fallafrer,for his wages : Shewing that he looked to God, whoſe hand 
alone could diſpoſe of this ſo abſtruſc and hidden a thing in the 
| courſe of nature. Hee was willing to ſtand to Gods kindnefſe and 
| love, rather than to any certain agreement with Laban ; which he 
' would not have done, had he not beleeved Gods promiles to blefle 


mentioned. And therefore he tels his wives, that the Angell came 
ro him ina dreame, and bad him looke on the Rammes leaping, the 
Ewes which brought forth the Lamoes ſpotted and grizled, and (© ir 
| was of God that he uſed the meanes of laying pilled ticks in the 
\ troughes, at the time when the ſtronger cattell went to the Males. 

Let any man mak<e triall of the ſame courſe now, and he ſhall nor 


will hardly cauſe the yong tobe ſpotted , bur that he did in faith, as 
| having been I gueſle, guided to it by the Angel,which bid him look 
and (ce the cattell bringing forth Lambes and Goats of that colour, 
And here isa good proofe, when a man can reſt himſfelfe upon God 
| for his wages, and for his meaneseven in this world; and not upon his 
' owne wiſdome, or any ſuch like outward thing, A man would have 
thought this a very uncertaine match, but 7acob tkaying on Gods pro. 
miſe, was defirous of this way rather than any other to receive his 
reward by it, 

Laſtly, he ſhewed his faith in bleſſing the two ſons of 7eſep, yea, 
and all his owne, as a ſenſible declaration to his children that he did 
| not make any doubt of their poſſeſſing that Land , according to 
Gods covenant with Asrahaw, and promiſe to himſelfe often re- 
newed. 

Now brethren, I pray you let us labour to give credit unto that 
which God ſpeaks tous, and reſt upon his goodneſle for the gractous 
performance of his faithfull promiſes, which is the roote of all 
graces, and will cauſe us to live holily, if we onceget it confirmed 
and ſtrengthened in our hearts; and letus labour to (hew our faich 


by the ſame fruits that are to be ſeen in Zacob, as was before nored. 
Ler 
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| Lerushighlyeſteemethole lignes of bis govinefic, and meancs 
0: attatoing his ſptrituall benefirs, as 72cob did of bis birth-right. 
Let us make grear account of his bleſſing , eſpecially ſpirituall ble( 
 fi0gs 10 c1108gs Concerning, cur ſalvation, wheicot the Land of PIO. | 
| mile was a figure, Letus receive his promiſes with revered joy!ul 
ncllc avo chanktalnefle : Ler us truſt upon him tor our reward of 
any faithtull (crvice, in any kinde that we performe, labouring ro bee 
perſwaded thac he will fec us require abundantly, if men thould 
neglect us. 

A good man muſt truſt ro Gods bleſſing on his Jahours, in things 
thar depend upon Hts gracious providence, and the diſpoſition of 
chings by ic, rather than ro any other courſe wherein his wit may 
| ſeerne [Oo Make matters more certaine, Let us thew our taich by 
truſting alſoon God tobleſſe our children, and by leaving proofes 
even at our dying, that we de mindfull of heaven, and that we make 
a0 doubt bur God will pertorme his promiſes. It our faith ſhew it 
({clfe by theſe good effects, it is true; and wee muſt more and more 
{ce Our weakne fle in faith, by the contrary efte&s, and mote and more 
labour ro prove the truth and ſtrength of ir roo, by its more and more 
producivg thoſe and the like ett. &s. 
| Ixcobalfo (ſhewed his faith by running to God when B/az came 
again(! him, and by praying to God ro give his ſonnes favour in the 
fight of the man, and by offering to God when his ſons fent for him: 
| for to have recourſe to God (i11! in our needs, and make his name our 
refuge, is an excellent proote of our faith in his promiſes, 
| Now ſecondly, Jacob was a religious and devour man, that 
was carefull ro ferve the true God, 1n the true exerciſes of reli- 
2i0n, as appeared 1n the particular dutics oi religion which hee per: 
tormed. 

Firſt, he was prayerfull, and ready tocal] upon Gods name on all 
occafions ; when his brother Eſa met him, hee preſently tramed 
himſelfe tg call upon the name of God, as you have ir, Gen. 32, 9. 
Where is 2ſo an excellent forme of prayer ; for firſt, he laycs downe 
the grounds of his boldnefſe tocome ro God in prayer, ſaying, God 
of my Father, that is, thou art my God in Covenant with me, there. 
fore ſecke I helpe of thee, and T how ſaidſt unto me,returye, as if hee 
ſhould ſay, I have thy word of Commandement and promile guid. 
ing me to this journey, thercfore I ſceke to thee, 

And ſecondly, hee humbleth and abaſeth himſelfe before God, 
as unworthy any benefit , ſaying, 1 am lefſethan the leaſt, 5c. Then 
be makes his requeſt, Deliver me I pray thee, &c. and confirmes it 
by the greatneſſe of the danger, and bis inability ro ſave himſelte, 


” - —_ — 


miſe made unto him, Thou ſatdſt. 
Loe here, a ſwcet patterne for our prayers to Gul whenwe feare 


aty crofle, | 


procuring great feare, Whom 7 feare, &c, and next, from the pro- 
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Firſt, remember the Covenant and promiſe oft God, and de- 
clare the miſery, then humble our ſelves in acknowledgement of 
| our unworthinefle, So make our ſuits boldly, and make our moane 
kW God of our dangets, and teares, and helpleſnefle; and againe 
urge him with his promifes. Had not Jacob been accuttomed to 
pray,hce could not have ſolicited the Lord attcr this manner, tn this 
® extremity. 

Apgaine, inthcend of the ſame Chapter, when Chriſt appeared 
unto him in an humanelikeneſſe, ver.24, He wraftled with him all 
night for a bleſſing, and would not give over till he had a promiſe 
' from him; though hewent limping away, the Angel giving him ſuch 
a cruſh on the hollow of his thigh in wraſiling, as made him dray his 
| legs after him, by the diſlocation, or dit- joynting ot his hip bone, 
it may ſeeme itwas through rhe ſhrinking of the ftnew which had 
that bone in the {ocker. | 
| Ah, it is an excellent thing, as it were to wraſtle with God, 
and though hee ſecme angry with us, and ready to lame us and 
' maime us, as yet {till romindeour ſelves of hispromiſes, and con. 
'tigue fervent and conſtant in prayers, tillat laſt heepleaſe toanſwer 
Us and make us know that wee (hall prevaile with him, If 7cob had 
' not been a devout man,well skilled incalling upon Gods name, hee 
could never have maintained in his heart ſuch an invincible refo- 
lution as this, {will not let thee goe till thou bleſſe me, even then, when 
inftead of bleſſing he had ſuch a wrench as might ſeeme rather to 
| teſtifie anger againſt bis importuniry , then any minde to yeeld 
; UntkO 1t, 

' Again,when he was to ſend Benjamin unto Agypr,Gen.43. 14. He 
followed him with his prayers,ſaying, God Almighty grant you favour 
beforethe Man, that he may ſend away your brother, and Benjamin, You 
muſt not thinke that hee contented himſelfe with eh1s ſhort ejacu- 
lation, buthe made his requeſt to God for this great thing in more 
words and oftner, 

| So you fee 1acob was a prayerfull man ; this 1s one par of relig1. 
 ouſneſle. 

|  O thatweecould bee prayerfull > O that wee could alſo make 
Gods name our refuge atall times ? which they that doe nor, can 
hardly rake any true comfort in their eſtate, nor account themſelves 
true Iſraclites ; and thoſethat doe, ſhew themſelves to bee guided 
with the ſame Spirit that /ſrae! : Eſpecially let us learne to wraſile 
with God, reſolving tocontinue earneſt and importurate, and to 
take no nay in begging for the performance of his promiſes , and for 
his bleding , though we ſceme togaine nothing, burthar the Lord 
carries a (hew of being avgry withus, at length wee (hall prevaile 
if wee continue fervent, and refuſe to give over, as our Lordalto 
reacherh by his Parables inthe Goſpell, ofa chitde, a friend, and the 
poore Widdow towards the unjuſt Tudge. 
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A:aine, you (hall ſee Tacobvow ing a vow to God, Chap. 28, 20, | Iacob vowel a | 
21. verſes, the ſumme of which is this, that it God would provide |” 02 | 
him ncceſlaries, and preſerve him ſafely in his returne home to his 
Fathers, he would 1, make God his God, by adhering to him, and 
worſhipping him alone, and not imoracing any falſe God, whereot 
the world wat every where !u}! 11 thoſe dayes. | 
Secondly, That the Pillar thou!d bee Gods houle; that is, a | 
place of publike worſhipping God , where hee would openly and | 
(olemnly terve him, with prayers, ſacrifices, andall fit ſervices. | 
And laſtly, that he would g:ve his tenth to God, of all thar God | | 
(hould give him. Loe, you mult lcarne the uſe of a vow, which 7 | 
required in the Plalme, Yow a#dpay t0 the Lord, | 
| Avowtsabinding ones (clte 1n an oath ro God, to doe ſome law- | Wit a row i» | 
full chingwhich is in his power, that he may the better atraine to 
his ſuits. And the uſe of it is, in atHiRions to confirme our taith for 
the attaining of Gods help, or 1n proſperity to teltifie our thankful. 
'neſſe fora benefit. Let us be cautelons what we vow, and let us as | | 
[need and ncca(ion ſhall offer, make vowes to God, eſpecially the uſe | 
ofa vow may beto tie our ſelves trom things otherwiſe lawtul!l, thar | 
have been occaſions of fins tous; or to quicken us to ſuch good du. | | 
ties as we fince our ſelves moſt ſlack in ; only take heed of vowing | | 
raſhly, and vowing pcrpetually any thing,but what we be bound un- | 
to by duty: for it is not unfit to binde our ſelves to needfull and com. | | 
manded things by a vow, as hcre 7acob voweth that God ſhall oOee. 
| his God. 

I ſay therefore, uſe vawes as juſt occaſion (ſhall ſerve, but not 
haſtily, nor in paſſion, for ſuch vowes likely prove miſchievous. 
| And eſpecially be carefull ro doe the things vowed, that is, to make 
| God your God, ſticking cloſe to him, and abhorring all forreine 
gods. And ſeeing now the danger 1s not fo great, a running after 
 heatheniſh falſe gods, beware of going after thoſe hearr- 1Cols, plea- 
ſure, profir, credit, caſe, Make not the belly your God, by loving 
riches, wealth, good fare, &c. more than God, and caring tor th lc | 

things more than for the favour and honour of God. 
Theſe bee the moſt dangerous Idols of our times, mary a man | | 
that abhorres to worſhip an Image , a Saint, an Angel, doth | 
'yct worſhip Mammon, and make the world his God ; cake | 
heed of this Idolatry, labour to know, love, feare, truſt in, obey 
God, to remember him, to chooſe him, &c. to give him that 
whole, and inward ſpirituall, moſt needfull , moſt acceptable | 
worſhip of the heart, which ſhall not ceaſe to be worſhip even 10 | 
| heaven, | 
The other Commandements continue in force during this life, | 
of praying, reading, hearing, Sacraments, no ule in heaven of 
oath, vowes, and ſuch a manner of ſanctifying Gods name as 


. 
now, in heaven there is no uſe, So un thereſt : | 
EC'2 But 
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But to know, love, feare, delight in, obey, there 15 alwayes uſe, and 
make God your God in this manner. 

Againe, prepare God an houſe, let him havea place of publique 
ſervice and worſhip, That you have provided to your hands: I nced 
bur requeſt to keep it in handſome and decent faſhion, to maintaine 
it comclily as beſeemeth Gods houſe, not as it it were a barne or 
ſome our- houle. 
| Former times you ſce built goodly and faire houſes for God : will 
| not you kcep them fairely, 8& fo, that they ſhall be fweet,and dry,and 
ſighcly, nor in ſuch plight that would bring che impuration of bale- 
neſſe npon your ſelves, itany of your houſes ſhould lic ſo2 Can you 
be at coſt to adorne and furniſh your owne houſes, and not Gods > 
For aſſure your ſelves, theſe places ſeparated for religious mcetings 
be Gods houſes {acred tohim, dedicatcd, aſſigned, given rohim,hee 
| hath intereſt 1ntothem. It an Idols-Temple be an Idols-Temple ; 
that is, ſuch an houle as an doll hath intereſt in, and is ſacred with a 
falſe and unholy kinde of facrednefle; ſure then a Church to God 
is Gods Church, and ſuch a thiog as he is intereſſed into, and is fa- 
cred with a true and reall facrednefle : Mine hoyſe ſhall be called an 
houſe of prayer to all zatiows, Loe,an houle of prayer, that 1s, of pub. 
| lique worſhip (a part for the whole) and this houſe Gods houſe, and 
thatamong all Nations. Vould you wiſh a clcarer proofe for the 
warrant of Churches and their (acredneſſe > but what availes. it to 
keep a Church handſome it you frequent it not > O therefore come 
ro Gods houſe, frequent the publique worſhip there performed, 
| The meaneſt ſervice done amongſt us,if ir be but reading of a Chap- 
ter,is more noble (becauſe not fo typical!) than the killing of a 


not meane that he would ſet aparta place for publique worſhip and' 
not come neare it, butthathis care ſhould be there toworſhip God. 

O that you would all come frequently to Gods houſe for conſci- 
ence andlove 2 Atlecaſt, O that the Ofhcers would compel! them 
by teare, whom goodneſſe cannor bring ? that ſo they may bee in 
good way of being bettered by Gods Ordinances. 

But 7acob vowes to give the tenth of all that God ſhould give 
him, to God , even to the maintaining his publike worſhip in 
that place, for Gods worſhip will bee coſtly. Himſelfe per- 
{onally can receive nothing , but by giving it to his worſhip, 
and the places, and things, and perſons that belong to his worſbtp, 
it 1s given tohim, Ifthere be any amongſt you, that thinkes exam- 
ples of holy writ co binde him , as it ſeemes ſome doe in other 
things, where the matter is ſuch as will put them to no great coſt, 
ler them aske their conſciences, Why ſhould not this example 
binde them as well as any other example > That ir ſhould bee 
atypicall, ceremoniall, and remporall ordinance, to give God tithe 
ot all wee have ; I could never yet heare any reaſon of any force: 


| 
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beaſt : Come therefore to Gods houſe conſtantly; fare 1acob did | 


—_—— 


— 


—_— 


_ 


_— 


Some 


to. 


, 
acl oo eines: ner Oo 4 


(3: x. Tacob. (CHAP.26, 


”I”__o_——— NR —— —— — — — - — ———_ - _— — x=2— 


Some doe (trance their wits to fire out a kine of thadow in it, and 
tcl what 1t may (119nifie ; vn the Scripture, tor oughe T mow, doth 


the Leviticall prieſthoo.!, and therviore it is nota thing depending 
p23 the L:ovincalt pricfhood : Nay, the Ajotle makes mention 
(Of jtas athing aur tothe cternall pricitl.ood of Afelchiſedek, There: 
fore wlty thooid any manthinke his conſcience bound by apy other 


| Example, ard not by this > Batto me it ſeemes plaine, that Abra- | 


hamand 14c69 would never have oblerved this portion in meaſuring 
out ehele patments to Loy, it they bad not conceived it a perperuall 
| 0 a natural] duty, It 1s ſurely a morall precept to honour God 
with our goods, and by bringing preſents to him.Secing theſe holy 
i2c6 ehought ir fir to grant God fo libcrall a portion, why ſhould 
wenot thinke him worthy as much 2 Bur if you cannot bring your 

iclves to thipke that ſo much is due to God, yet I hope youw!ill 
' make your ſelves beleeve, that ſurely ſomethings mat bee due to 
God, and that in a liberall quantiry, For Gad is worthy to bee ho- 
nourcd with our goods, I trow,as much now as ever : and doe we ho- 
nour him if we bring bim no preſent, no gift > will you therefore be 
ſomewhat liberall to God > will yon binde your felves by vow 2 or 
without vow freely dedicate ſome good part of your ſubſtance ro 
God, and as God blefleth you, lay ſtill afide ſomething (if you di- 
{truſt God fo much, as you rhinke he will not reward ſuch a quantity 
as the Tenth, why thenwith a ninth, oraneighth, or a ſeventh, ora 
fifch, with ſomething I ſay, that ſhall Chew, you are deſirous roobey 
cvery Commandement, and fo to prove your ſelves ſincere to God, 
| Surely comarke how God proſpersa mans labour , and then to bee | 
| contant inlaying aſide a good portion for God , this ſhall be none 
' of ine, it ſhall be Gods, ready at hand for. pious uſes, to keep up, 
and beautifie Gods houſe, to further Gods worſhip any way, and to 
relieve the poore members of Chriſt, would make you forich in 
good workes, and ſo increaſe your liberality by exerciſe, as would 
undoubtedly pull a rich bleſſing upon you, and'cauſe you to have in. 
tereſt into the bleſſing of having your prayers torunne over with in- 
creaſe, 

Shew your ſelves liberall ro God, and be good 7acobs; elfe,he that 
iSaniggard to God, and will honour him indeed with his lips, not 
with his goods, gives others reaſon tothinke, though himſelfe be ſo 
full or ſelf-love, that hewill not think ſoofhimſelfe that hc honours 
him only with bis lips, 

Ifany ſay, his ſtate is ſo poore that he cannot, —Lanſwer. 

God hath propounded this as a meanes to get riches ; and the 
poore man hath no reaſon to thinke that Gods meanes will bee una- 
vaileable, 

But a poore necefſitous man that is faine to live of the, bounty 
much what of others, muſt not be a rule for choſe that have better 
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not viveany notice ofany ſuchthing, You fee it was the uſe afore | 
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 eftaces, I am vett!\ pert, vaded, thatone gicat coule of many a Chr. 
ſi1an imatis POLCTTY, IS EOS ; bf hou: Our al od with is riches, and 
why " 0! ald God make h im rICE 2 It we ſce a man not to honovr 
| God 01 NISWICaT 7 [tre ne ti }, and tt Cn God deprive [1 1'1) of WICAN: 
ſtr ngeh Doe We not readily impute this crofſe tothe Cclert of that 
Gn 2? and he ay are we not induced 0 concluc ae, God doth nor protncy 
(his mar. in his cltatc, becauſe bedid nothor our God with his eltatc? 
And ſomuch for 1cobs Cevotion in vowing, and thethings vowed, | 
a Hdwdr Now he worſhipped Ged aito by {acrifice, and rerformed his: 
thipp-4v0d | yo to God at lait. Gen 35. 3. I will :nakhe an abs unto God at De. ' 
ro toe hd, whb anſwered mein the ay of my a; ſircſſe, and was with ctw the wa; 
tormed his | which [went , by which it is to be thought, that Zaceb prayed in his 
| xo} ol pay | Journey, when he was be enighred in the way, and that dreame _ 
46 | Gods anſwer to his prayer : and ve er.7. Hebuilded an Altar, and calle 
71 EI Bethel, Now this Altar was not without ſacrifices, 2nd a pub. b. 
| like profcfſiogoft Gods whole worthip : He made God a houſe, and 
began there ro ſertle the publike worthip of God according to his 
vow, Indecd itwasa weaknefle in him to ſtay folong, till God was 
{a:ne to put him im mince, both by a tore croſle, and | by a Viſion of | 
going to Bethel forrhis end ; but he was religious, and kept his Vow 
at [att, O lerus keep Our VOWES, let us offer oirituall ſacrifices of 
Prayers, praiſes, contrite hearts, our owne ſelves, almeſdceds, and ſo 
ſherw our ſelves right Iſraelites, or Iacobites, 

+ H-rovke Lattly, his devorionſhewes it ſelte in his reltgious taking of an 
ag oarthiel i [omhhimfelfe to Laban, and miniſtring it to his ſon Zoſeph, as you ſee 
S$oulY: Gen, 31.53. Heſware by the feare of 1[aac, he was caretull to keep him 
to the true God, and ſwearing by bim, and that ſeriouſly, and on a 
ju{t occaſion, not lightly and vainly; and Cer, 47.29. Hedid moſt 
religiouſly miniſter an oath to loſeph, to bury him in the Land of 
Canaan, (a type of heaven,) as Abraham bad doneto his ſervant be- 
forc \ making him put his hand under his thigh, of which I cannor 
| give you a certaine and infallible reaſon, whether the geſture were to 
ſhew {ubjetion to him to whom he {wore,or reſpett tothe promiſed 
{ced that was to come out of thoſe loynes : I cannoraſſure you, but 
T pray you learne to reyerence an oath by this Example, and to] 
| ulc it upon dueand weighty occalions, and in a dueand reverend 
| manner. 

We lay our bands ofren on the booke,andyt is ovr accuſtomed ſo- 
lemnity, and avery fitone z by which you may ſee that it is no fault 
or ſin touſe ſome ſolemnities in Gods worſhip, not commanded, nor 
ſo much asexemplified; foran oath is Gods worſhip, and no man 
yet queſtioned the lawfulneſſe of that ſolemnity, in taking anoath, 
| | 1 lay we lay ourhands often on the book with litrle conſideration of 
| that God by whoſe name we ſweare. But the not fearing of an oath 15 
| allcadged as part of the deſcription of an-ungodly man , ſee there- 
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| He wasSallo caretullrogivethanl.s to Gad for benefits received, | 5 ye o.vc 


the [one for a Pillar, awdpoured ople npon it; (which was nothing elte but 
| a {O!\cinne rbankfgiving) and atter,yhen Gol appeared ro him again 
| at Lethel, He (ct rp a Pillar, and poure a oye rpor it, Ihiswas top JULI 
arte the remeinbrance of the thing, at leafi to bring it ro his owne 
mindeand 1s childrens, which were after 10 inberite the Land; and 
co (hew bis tharkiull minde ro God, 1n offertis har oyle, and thar 
| wine in teltimony of his joy lull acknowledgeincat of Gods good. 
nefie rohim, 
i Theſekinde of ceremonies we have not cauf- reuſe, but a carefu!! 
 (tirring upot Gods benefirs in our mindes, and thankfull acknow- 
| ledgement of his goodnefſe we malt ever performe, Sohe called rhe 
| place Pezzcl, where God appeared tommin his wraftling, and Ma 
| hanaim, when the Holt of God appearcd to him ; and the like, All 
theſe things were prootes of a minde defirons to bee perpetually 
mindfullot Gods benefits, that by them he miglic be ſtirred up to a 
| more caretull obedience of his Commandements, 
| Laſtly, Jacobwas obedient to God, ready tobe ruled by him in the 
courſe of his life, as appeareth 10 ewo things principally, vs, his re- 
'rurne from Padan Aram to Cauaen; tor fofoone as God appeared un. 
tohim, commanding his returne, by and by he returned, and when 
loſeph his ſon had ſent for him, hewould nor leave the Land of Cana- 
an, unrill he had conſulted with God, and been warned by him ina 
dreame to pgoe up, and then went he up : Indeed 7acots whole life 
was a patterne of dutifull obedience unto God, 


Let us learne by his example to give our jeives obediently unto 


Dreames in which God appcared unto him, 

And ſo much for 1acobs vertues in reſpect of God. Now inreſpet 
of himſclte. 

He was an humble man,as appeareth in his prayer to God before, 
when he confeſſeth,that he is Leſſe than the leaſt of all bis mercies mean» 
ing, that be is unworthy the ſmalleft of them, and had not deſerved 
even the meaneſt, 

Itis a worthy grace to ſec ones owne unworthinefle of any good 
thing, and tobe ſo meane in his owne conceit, that hee challengerth 
nothing of deſcrr, 

Humility is inthe Angels and bleſſed Spirits; when they pre- 
ſent themſelves before God, they fall downe before him,and account 
themſelves unworthy his benefirs : for that which bath its original] 
from nothing, mcerely by the pleaſure of another, cannot bur bee 
baſe and contemptible in compariſon of that from whence it came ; 
and ſo tands the caſe betwixt God and all creatures : Vhercfore, 
they 
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God inall things, and to be ruled Oy him in every thing, after rhe d1- | 
rections of the holy Word, as /acob was 1n theſe particulars, by the | 
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they ongbr robe poſleſkd with the ferce of this diſtance berwixe 
God and them, foas to efteeme themſelves nothing incompariſon | 
of him, and as 1acob here expreficthit; than which, wee cannut con- 
ccive a better expreſſion, Leſſe than the leaſt ef all his mercies, This hu-. 
mility will make one thanktull for mercics, and carefull to uſe them 
well, and able meekly to part with them, and fo fit rocnjoy them. 
This humility pleaſeth God exceedingly, becauſe it firteth the crea | 
BE ture for that end, to which God did principally looke in creating 
| him, even toglorific his Creatour.. See that you get it, and increaſe 
itcontinually ; harbour lowly thoughts of your ſelves, goe to God 
for good things, bat goe, flying alone to the throne of grace and 
mercy, not at all truſting in your ſelves, or 10 any thing that is in 
| your ſelves, The more one can diſavow his owne worth, and itil! 
build his prayers, and hopes on Gods mercies, the more pleaſing to 
\ God are both himſclfe and his ſervices, 
- [HY AF Secondly, Tacob was a man contented witha little, a ſmall portion 
conccared | of outward things would fſatisfic him: therefore when he vowes to 
03: wh on ies God, he doth nor aske great matters, but Zrcadto cate, and raiment to 
put on, This contentednefle of minde is a worthy and rare grace, it 
|  ariſeth partly from humility, partly from a right underſtanding of 
; the nature of theſe earthly things, and an holy advancement of ſpirir 
| 1n thedeſirc of heavenly things, and it helps much tothat right tran- 
| | | quility of minde, in which the greateſt of mans happineſle doth 
3s | conſiſt, and ſtrengrhens the ſoule againſt all unjuſt and finfull meanes 


of getting riches, and diſpoſeth a man to liberality and mercy to 
others ; rocate tothecontentation of his ſoule, is better than to fare 
excceding daintily and plentitully without contentation. To have 
; enough, and know when one hath enough, is better than all abun- 
_ | dance that canbeatrained, Blame your ſelves, that a littlewill nor 

give you content, but you are ſtill greedy of more, though you have 
already food and raiment in abundance. 

Follow S. Pazls precepr, and 7acebs example ; you mult take pains 
often with you ſelves, to ſettle your hearts in this,contentation, elſe 
itwill not be gotten, for mans corrupt nature makes him unſatiable. 
| But he that can place his whole bappineſſe in God, will ſoone bee 
able to ſtay his defires in a few other things, even in food and rai- 
ment, 

3 Hewas | . Further, 7a:0bwas a prudent, diſcreet man, and knew how to carry | 
encreet man. | himſelfe fitly for the avoiding of danger, as may be ſcene in his be- 
haviour.towards his brother Eſas, when he came againſt him fall of 
| wrath and fury, to revenge himſclfe for his ſuppoſed wrong, in get- 
ting from him his birth-right, and hisbleſſing, 
t& | For firſt, he divided his family intotwo parts, ſaying, 1f Eſau come 
il and ſmite the one company, theot her ſhall eſcape. 

Secondly, He prayed earneſtly ro God to ſave him from the hands 


=— of his brother, whom he greatly feared. 
| | Thirdly, 


] 


| 
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ew ixt drove and drove, commanding them toanſwer his brother with 
all ſubiniſnefle ; ſaying when they ſhould be asked, Whoſe aretheſe 
Lefore thee ? They be thy brother 1acobs, Itisa preſent ſent ro my Lord 
Eſar,and he is behinde us : and ſothe ſecond and the third, and all that 
tollowcd the droves, ſaying, ſwill pacifie him with 4 gift that ooeth be 
fore me, and afterwards, 1 will ſee hi face, peradventure he will accept of 
mc, and then having wraſtled with God, Chap. 32. he ſaw his bro 
ther comming, and divided his childrento Leah and Rachel, and the 
young maidens, and ſetting the hand maides firſt, then Leah, then 
Rachel, himſclt went before them, and fell on the ground ſeven times, 
and did obeiſance, and ſo cauſed the handmaids and his wives to do 
che like, and ſo by his ſubmiſſive carriage he pacified his brothers 
anger, and God working with his prudence, found him exceeding 
kinde and loving : and when he would have gone before him, excu- 
{cth himſelte by the pace of the young Infants and cattell, he avoid- 
ed his company, and by preſſing cauſed him to receive the gift, and 


in very modeſt manner retuſed the traine which his brother left with 
 him,and eſcaped his hands. So he proved that to be true, which after 


Solomon told, T hat agift inthe beſome pacifieth great wrath, Prov.2 1.14. 
Andagift ts as a precious ſtonein the eyes of bim that hath it, and it proſþer- 
eth whether ſoever it goeth, Eccleſ.10.4, Yeclding pacifieth great off ences. 
Thus 7acobcarried himſelfe prudently, and eſcaped his brothers fu. 
ry. Letus learne of [acob,by liberality and ſubmiſhveneſſe to appeaſe 
the fury of unreaſonable men : We muſt net yeeld fo far as to fin, 
but to yeeld in all meek and lowly geſtures even to worthy men, is 
nota fin buta vertue. So likewiſe Bribery is naught, that is, toſeck 
toturne a Governour from juſtice by gifts,and hire him to dowrong; 
but by gifts to pacifie an angry man, and hire him to forbeare ſin- 
ning, that is a lawfull uſe of gifts, and topradtiſc liberality in ſodue 
a ſca(on, to redeeme the life by the goods, and to make them quiet 
that weie inraged, 15a very good thing. 

Sca{onable ttooping,and ſeaſonable bounty be fruits of prudence, 
and by ſuch meanes to ſave our ſelves from danger, is a part of wil. 
dome and diſcretion. The like prudence /acob praRilſed towards the 
Zgyptian Lord whom he thought tobe offended, not knowing that 
itwas his ſon Zoſeph; for when they were to have Benjamin in before 
him,he wiſhed them to takea preſent with them, and double money 
in their hands, that they might prevent all occaſion of diſtaſte, in re- 
ſpe& of the money that was in his ſackes mouth, Gey, 43.11, 12. 

We muſt pray to God togive us the like wiſe diſcretion, that we 
may carefully uſeall fit meanes to afſwage wrath, and ſo by Gods 
bleffing upon our diſcreet care, may free our ſelves from evill. But 
tubbornneſle, and niggardlineſle, and a kinde of ſowre ſtanding up- 
on our right or innocency, that it may carry a ſhew of courage and 
reſolution, is yet indeeda fruit of folly and ſelt-conceir, 


Further, 


37 


1hiuuly, he pretenteth him with a large preſent,and ſet a {pace be- | 
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Further, Zaceb was a paintull and induſtrious perton, tor when hee | 


paintulland | cameto Padan Aram, and met with the Shepheards,rand with Rachel | 


| comming with her Fathers tlocks, hc advited them'concerning the | 
| ordering of their cattell, and himſelte rouled away the ſtone trom | 


| the Wells mouth, and watred Rachels ſheepe. Chap. 29.8, 9, 1o. | 


' and afterwards, he abode in Labans houſc tor a moneth, hee did nor. 
live idly there, but behaved himſelte ſo painfully and ſerviceably, 
that Laban himſelte made him offer of wages, ſaying, Thou ſha!t net 
ſerve we for nought: (othat Laban found him a paintuland ſerviceable 
man, which made him willing to entertaine bim, Burt eſpecially | 
| when he had undertaken the care of his Father in Lawes ſheepe , He | 
| ſerved him with all bis might, as he tels his twowives, Chap. 31. 6. 
| Whichalſohealleadgeth to Labans ſelte, In the day the drought conſu 
med me, and the froſt by night, and lerp departed from mine eyes. Chap. 31. 
40. You ſee, that he was not idle, carcelefle, and fluggiſh, bur very 
dil;gent and laborious, 

Herein we muſt imitate him, every man in his place, The dligext 
hand maketh rich, faith Solomon, And he that tilleth his ground, ſhall ve ſa- 
tificdwith bread, and the good man ſhall eate the labour of his hands, But on 
the other part, flothtulneſlc, 1dleneſle, loytering,are diſgraced in the 
booke of God, and miſery and want is threatned as a puniſhment 
againſt them, They ſhall be clothed with rags, and ſhall havewant enoweh: 
| and 7 he way ef the ſlothfull is like athornie hedge , Mill full of pricking 
oricfes and croflcs. 

\\ herefore now betake your ſ{clves toall painfulneſſe in your Vo. 
cations, and be not weary of wel-doing ; This diligence hath the 
promiſe of a bleſſing, and ſhall have the performance, Ir helpetha. 
gainſt vices, by name, againſt pride, and makcth the foule humble, 
only ſo, that inordinatenefſe and exceſle through love of outward 
chings doe not corrupt and putrifie it, How diligent alſo was Saint 
Paul in his calling > and how are the ſervants commended for dili- 
gent imployment in their Talents 2 and the good houſewife for her 
labours ; and contrarily, the ſlothfull ſcrvant is rated and puniſhed 

by lofing his Talent, and being caſt into utter darkneſle, | 
Laſtly, 7acob wasalſo juſt in his dealings with all, for when Zabar 
purſued him, as it he had been a theete, he bids him ſearch among all 
his goods, it he could find any thing there that was his,and when no- 
t111ng was found there unjuſtly gotren, he is bold to chide with La- 
bax for purſuing him in that violent manner, Gey. 31. 37, and (© 
when the money was returned back 1n his ſons ſacks mouthes, he not 
knowing how it came thither, wifheth them to returne it back, Jeſt 
ie might be anoverſight, Loe, he would not make advantage of an 
overſight, but that which was anothers or might be, he was careful! 
tO rcturne unto the right owner, and that though it might ſeem 1N 
 ſhew an caſte matter to keep it, Letus learne righreoufreſſe of him, 
cake not any other\mans goods, keep not that which 1s nor your _ 
2ut 


— —_ 


————_— 
— >  - ww 
- 


| 


; 


— cu». A 


— | 

(JEN. Facob. 
but give cvery oke his owne , and rake to your felves that and only 
chat which is your owne, the contrary whereto is thett before God, 
chough we can conceale it from men, ' 

Thc Law oi nature commandeth us To doe as w? world be done nnte. 
and every mans heart within tcls him, that he expeQs all juſt dealing 
from other men, and therefore canvot but inde fault with thoſe that 
(hal uſe any unrighreouſnefſe cowards him, Let us not nevlet the 


CHAP.26. 


a 


| plaine diretions of naturall lighr; and though a man may ſuppoſe 


that the Bread of deceit and arthur unjuſtice & ſweete, yer Solomen ſaith, 


om; ſhall prove bnt eravell in the mouth, a thing troubleſome and unfſa. 


voury, Yea Solomon [aith, The riches rotten by [1ing, are but wainly toſ 
ſedtoandfroof them that ſeek death, and that, The aecettfull man ſh.:ll 
uot roaft what he tooke in hunting : and that, _An inheritance may be ha- 
ſtily gotten at the beginning, but the latter end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed 


for he that getteth goods, and ot by right, ſhall leave them inthe midſt of 


h1s dates, and in bt end ſhall prove afoole, Wherefore, that we may at- 

rainethe bleſſing of God upon our eſtares, let us put away all kindes ; 
of unri»hteouſaeſſe , eſpecially rake we heed that we doenot take 

our advantage upon other mens over{ightsor imperteRtions, by mil. 

reckonings, falſe meaſures, or any kinde ofencroaching, If one leave 

in anothers hand any thing and forget, Jet not his forgerfulneſſe 
cauſe him to take it as his owne, If one lend us, and take no witneſle 
or ſecurity, let not his inability to prove the debe make ns bold ro 
detaine it, Let not the love of riches and immoderate deſire of gain 
ſo blinde oureyes, as to make us unable to perceive the unequalneſſe 
aud ſinfulneſſe of our courſe, nor yet ſo harden our hearts and dull 
our conſciences, that we ſhould be emboldened againſt our know: 
ledge to enrich our ſelves by ſuch devices, 

So much for 7acobs vertues reſpeQing himſelfe, 

Now ſee his carriage towards others : 

Fir}, thoſe that were neare ro him ; Then ſtrangers. 

And firſt, of his kindred, bis Superiours, Equals, Inferiours, for 
his Superiours, they be his Parents, 1/a«c and Rebekkah, rowhom hee 
was loving and obedient; his obedience he ſhewed in cravailing ro 
Paday Aram at his Mothers advice, & Fathers per(wafion for a wife, 
le behooveth children to ſhew all good ſubjeRion, and that parti. 
cularly inthis point of being ruled by their diſcreet and religions 


Parcnts in choice of a wife or husband, ſo as to make them rheir| 


guidersanddireQors in this weighty buſineſle, and they muſt nor 


ſuffertheir hearts tobe ſer upon any perſon in that reſpe, without | 


the knowledge and conſent of their Parents ; nor hearken to moti. 
ons made to them withour the good liking of rheir Parents. 
[f it be ſaid, how if Parents will crofſe their children in their affe- 
ions > TI anſwer. F 
The world is full ofexamples, by which it is manifeſt, that many 


come together in great heate of love, and within a few yeares $09 
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-ed, {urelythey may not thruſt them upon other miſertes and di- 
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mr [roward,d!1coulcnted, aud careletl& cither of 01 her,as none Can Je | 
more. And a,aine. others come together with diſcretion. nOtinfuo h. 
vehemency of Love, and their hearts atrerwards doc cleave each to. 
orher 1n fogular love and deernefſe. Therefore it would become a 
childc to crofle his affe ion, rather than his Parents. | 

Burt what it Parents will force thetr Children citcher not at all to. 
marry, Or clic to marry with ſuch as arc unfit tor them , in regard of 
Age, Religion, and inreſpect of evident dc{ormities of Body,or dit. 
orders Of Life. 

[ ao{wer : 

I know no ſuch unlimited authoritic granted to Parents, as to 
compell cheir children upon 1nconventences 10 anv of ehe{e refpeds, 
Parents arc bound to render fit yoake-fellowes to their Children, as 
God did to Adam: clfe rhe Children in not following their advice do 
forbearc to be ruled, not by their authority, but by cheir laſts, For 
it Parents may not provoke therr Chi/aren to wrath Leſt they be dA ſconra- 


{ he E xample of 


ſtempers. 

But what muſt be done in ſuch a caſe > I anſiver: 

By patience and lang ſuffering, and intreaty of common fricnds, 
and like meanes, the Children muſt ſe ke co win their Parents to 
reaſon ; which it they cannot doe, they muſt referre themſclves to 
the Governours, Magiſtrates, or Miniſters: and if theſewill not, or 
by the Lawes cannot provide for their help, rhey muſt even tollow 

the advice of vertuous and wiſe Friends and Neighbors. 

Bur ſuppole that in ſuch caſe the Parents frowardneſle be ſuch 
tbat they will not Heeld 1 roreaſon,and that they will rather drive their 
Children to an inconvenient march, or veeld their good liking to 
none,what mull the childe doe then 

[ anſwer : 

If God vouchſafe that gift be muſt forbeare Marriage, efteeming 
bimſele called ©; God tothe fingle lite: Bur it hee cannot by all 
good y "yes {o farre overcome bimſelfe, but that his minde 1s Con. 
querec dy deſires of Marriage, hee hath a plaine rule from S. Pau! : 
It 1s better to marry thanto hb» 1, Yeabut thenthe Parents diſpleaſure 
followes\, and lofſe of ſuch meancs or portion as elſe he might 
have had. 

I anſwer : 

Every good Chriſtian muſt reſolve to take up his croſſe and fol- 
low Chriſt; theretore I require you ſonnes that have not troden in 
[acobs ſteps for this matter, to be humbled for it wich true and hear- 
ty repentance. Sinne will hazard a good man to ſome ſeveriry of 
nuniſhment { I meane that of A iinnes, fuch as a man doth, 
or would bee carefull might unlerſtand to bee finnes) untill par- 
ticular repentance come berwixt, to ftop or remove that ſame, but 


when a man hath and doth conveniently at fit times kumblec himſelfe 
for 
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fora fault, it ceaſeth to make him liable to temporall evils, further 
then they be needtull ro increate and make up what would be want- 
irg in his repentance, and he that will at Gods repraofe turne unto 
| him in humiliation and amendment, (hall indethe Lord a gracious 
| Father, and ſuch aone as will nor proceed to [marting corrections, if 
| loving and earneſt admonitions may prevalle. 

Againc, all you children ro whom God hath vouchſafed ſuch Pa-. 
rents as have dealt wilely and mildly with you in this matrer, pre- 
ſenting unto you fit yokefellows,and ſuch againſt whom no excepti. 
on might be juftly made, or have ycelded you to your owne choice, 
and that hath ſo guided you roo, that you have pleaſed your Parents 
| in your matches, and ſo with good will and approbation on both | 
ſides have entred into this eſtate, be you thankfall ro God that hath 
ordered this affaire {o properoully for you,and take heed of aſcribing 
this comfort ro your owne wit and goodnefle, withour giving the 
whole honour to God, that gave the wir, and the goodnefle, and the 
ſucceſſe, without whoſe favourable providence, neither wit, nor 
 g00dnefſſe would have brought the buſineſle, 

' Tf benefits be perverted to nourith our good conceits of our 
ſelves, not toencreaſe our thankes and praiſes to God, they be bur 
unſanRified benefits, ſuch as at laſt will make our ſtate more miſe- 
Table than the want of them would have done, 
| But all you young, and yet unmarried folke, looke to your 
ſelves, pray to God to ſubdue your paſſions to reaſon, and both to 
; your Parents, take notice 1t 1s your duty to give this honour to 
[your Parents, and reſolve that by Gods afhiltance you will per. 
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forme 1, 

' Hearken to no enticements, ler no beauty or other allurement 
'winne ground upon your hearts, bur ſtill keepe your ſelves free | . 
'and in fit caſe to continue dutifull obſervers of the fifth Com. 


' mandement. 


. . | 
Butwe have another Superiour with whom 7c had occa fion at 2, He was Te» 
ſpc&iveto bis 


laſtrodeale, viF, Laban, « rays 
Firſt, An Vocle. # 
Secondly, A Maſter. 
| Thirdly, A Father in Law. 

| Seehow well lxcob carried himſelfe to Laban in all theſe reſpes, 
' 1. As hewas an Yncle, before he entred into the other relations, 
| belived ſolovingly and pairtully with him in his houſe for the ſpace 
of a moneth together, that Labans ſelfe was both willing to give him 
| ſomeduewagesand allowance for his ſervice, which of his owneac: 
cord heoffered himſelfe ro doe, and alſowhcn motion was made of 
giving him Rachel,did willingly accept the motion, yea put the other 
upon him too againſt his will, whereby it is evident,that he behaved 
| not himſelfe ſo, as tobe a cumber and burdento the family, but was 


helpfull roir : This was very commendable in him, that he carried 
| Ft himſelfe 
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himſclte cemperately, and vertuouſty, and profitably inhis Yacles 
houſe, wherc he came to {ojourne for a time, 

O chat all thoſe, whole occahtons invite them to viſit their kindred 
and to abide {ome time with them, would ſhew thernſelves ſo vertyu. 
ous, and wiſe,and orderly in their whole behaviour, that their friends 
might not have occaſion to account them burdens, but rather bene- 
firs untothemſelves and their families, ſo long as they ſhall have 
cauſe tocontinue, and not fo rudely, waſifully, idly, that the houſe 
is diſcharged as it were of ſome ill humour,when the time comes thar 
they ſhall be gone away. 

o Hechrvel Further, Laban had two daughters, and /acob loved one intirely,yert 
his good will | we ſee that he craved the Fathers good will afore be made any ſuit at 
; > Buge's TY all ro the maiden, He went not to Racke/ to get her good will, and 
= towin a promiſe from her, but takes the fittc& occation that offered 
it ſelfe, to let the Fathernnderſtand his minde, and ro make agree- 
ment with him. Here alſo young men have an excellent patterne to 
imitate, and a (ſweet direction for their proceedings in marriage; 
| Firſt, ro make ſure with the Parents and Governours, and after to 
deale with the young perſons themſelves,as alſo Sampſondid, and the 
ſervant of Abraham,and as nature it (elte teacheth it (hould be done ; 
for why ſhould not he that bath righr into avy thing, becconſulteg 
withall about parting with it , aforewe ſeek to drive away the thing 
| it ſelfe which appertaineth to him, 

O thoſe of you that have done, or are now in doing otherwiſe, bee 

| you blamed as men that proceed nor vertuouſly in this courſe, and 
therefore are either through lucre of portion, or elſe inordinate affe- 
| tion(which men call love)thruſt aſide from aright,toa wrong path, 
' Now at laſt ac9b becomes a ſervant to his Father in Law, and agrees 
to performe ſeven yeares ſervice for one daughter, and as many for 
the other, 
For my part I cannot commend 7aros prudence in this matter, he 
bound himſelfroa very long apprentiſhip. He might have taken or- 
der to have ſent meſſengers betwixt Iſaac and Labay, that his portion 
might have procured this match rather than his ſervice, But herein 
yet hedeales well with Zabay, whom he was willing to advantage ſo 
much for his davghters ſake. So far was he from being deſirous to 
ſteale away Rachel, that he choſe rather to {ne for her : every young 
map muſt learne hence not that particular thing which 7acos did, ro 
{crve fora wife, but that common rule of equity which he followed, 
ro give a man all reaſonable and good content in marrying his 
davghter, in affording ſuch convenient allowance to her as is fic, net- 
therwill he be unwilling torhis duty; that is, not maved more with 
baſe ends, than leve of her whom he marrieth, 
| |+Tcorypa- | Bur Tacob ſhewes a (ingular gentlenefle and reſpe& ro him in that, | 
© 7-1. þ.| When he had beguiled him, and put Zeal upon him inſtead of 


wrong that he 
offered him, Rachel, yet he did not put her away, and refuſe to baye her, but 
| was 
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| was rather contented to ſerve another ſeven yeres tor Rachael, than he 
would makeany ſtir, As tor the matter of Polygamy and marrying 
ewo ſiſters, the laſt was not then a ſin, the former was not eſteemed 
tobeone;, but ſurely [acob received very hard meaſurenf Laban in ob. 
eruding another upon him,than was agreed upon to be his wife, yet 
you ſee hee devoures the injurie without any great outcry, onely 


hoe rels him of the wrong in words , nothing ſavouring of bit. 


 rerneſſe, | 

:  Othatweealſocould learne to reprove a wrong-doer, ſpecially a 
 ſuperiour doing us wrong, with milde and good language, without 
railing, without clamorouſneſle and diſgracetull fpeeches. It were 
'a ſweet rhing to have ſo much government over our paſſions and 
'rongues, that they might not carry us to ſer ohit wrongs with roo 
| mary and large aggravations, and with inveQtive and contumelions 
ſpeeches againſt him that bath done us the wiong. Ir is never tryed 
'ro the purpoſe what hamilicy, what true diſcretion the foule is en- 
'dowed withall, untill it receive the triall of injuries. He that in ſuch 
caſe can keepe himſelfe within compaſle, that his words be ncither 
many nor violent, ſhewes that he hath ſome command of himſelfe, 
and ſome feeling acknowledgement of Gods provident government, 
and his own worthineſle of far greater evils, 

But he that hath never done amplifying ſuch a wrong, and is fu. 
rious and bitrer againſt the offendor, ſhewes that hee hath a great 
heart that can make the wrong ſo great, and doth not looke to the 
\ band, but to the rod, azainſt which hee gives himſelfe ro ſhew fo 

much diſtemper. 

Againe you ſee, that 7acob is even ready pattent]y to fit downe by 
'thewrong, and is conrent now to make himſelfe an Apprentice for 
another ſeven yeares, rather than he will makea great ſtir, and con- 
tend with Zabas, We cannot thinke fo hardly of any times, that 
there were no Lawes or Governours that would and ſhould have 
'righted thiswrong, it Zacob would have made his complaines : but 
| Jacob was from bis Fathers houſe, and a ſtranger, and iriendleſle, 
and therefore thought it more wiſdome to fit downe and be con- 
tentwith ſomewhat hard conditions, than to make a greater quarrel] 
| and contention. 

|  O thatwe could zet our hearts ſtored with a proportion of wil: 
dome and meeknefle, ſutable ro that of 7acob, even to make us able 
todevoure wrongs with ſomewhat ill and barſh conſequences, rather 
than to makea great brawle, ſpecially if we be inferiours alſo, and 
finde our (elves likely to mend our ſelves little by contending, ſuch 
a ſubmiſſive and peaceable diſpoſition will make us capable of a 


larger bleſſing from God than any wee could get by firiving and |. 


brawling ; and not onely fo, bur would give us more quierneſſe 
and content inour ſelves, than the either revengiong or redrefſing of a 


| wrong another way. 
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Follow «cob therefore in this bis carriage towards his Father 1a 
Law. 

And now we finde /acob a ſervant,and that {or fourteen yeares: hee 
married the two daughters within a tew moneths after his comming 
thither, as may be demonſtrated by the ages of the children, by name 
ot 7oſeph the youngeſt, who was ſcventeene when bee was fold into 
Zgypt, and thirty when he ſtood before Pharaoh firſt and lived after, 
ſeven yeares of plenty, and then two yeares of ſcarcity ; that 1s, thir- 
ty nine inall, and then was 7acob one hundred and thirty, So that 14. 
cob mas ninty and one yeares of age when he begatc him, and that was 
io the la(t of the fourteene yeares agreed upon, tor by and by upon 
his birth, Jacob would have laboured tor his owne houſe, and Labar 
agrees upon wages, Therefore hee was levcnty and ſeven yeares or 
thereabours, when he came to Laban, and being of that age, it was 
not likely that he would live ſo long unmarricd afore hee tooke a 
wife. 

Againe, betwixt Jacobs going to Padar,and returning,were but two 
yearcs at the moſt, and then was /oſep/ ſeven yearcs old, for hee was 
borne toward the end of the fourteenth yeare; and if 7acob had not 
married Leah till ſeven yeares wereended, the eldeſt of 1acobs ſonnes 
could be bur ſeven yeares at moſt elder than hee; that is, fourtcene 
yeares, and 7oſeph was thirty and nine yeares when 7acob came to him, | 
or thereaboutrs; Therefore, the eldeſt of Zacobs ſonnes at that time 
was but forty and fix, and /adab was the fourth of the ſame mother , 
{ohe muſt be but forty and two, or thereabours, and yer had he three 
ſonnes marriageable before he begate Pharez, and Phares had two 
ſonnes when they went downe to Egypr. Allow 1audah to marry at} 
fifreene, Er at fifteene, and let Thawar waite but two yeares for the 
third ſonne, now Ixd4h was thirty and two : Let Pharcz matry at 
fifrecne, and have two ſonnes in two yeares, that 1s ſeventcene, ſo 
have we forty and nine yeares: and therefore ſceing greater haſte 
could not be made, at leaſt ſo many yeares did paſie betwixt, and 
that will come to juſt ſeven yeares more than the time will amount 
t00, if 7acob married at the end of ſeven yeares ; therefore he married 
the firſt yeare. t 

But whenſoever he married, in making himſelfe afon in Law, he 
made himſclifean hired fervant roo, now how did be carry himſelfe 
as a ſervant. 

Firſt, with all diligence. 

Secondly, faithfulneſſe, 

For he followed his maſters buſineſle painfully, and conſtantly, 
and ordered himſelfe rowards them moſt innocently, and ſo made 
= little, much, through the bleſſing of God upon his labour and 

elity, 

Now theſe duties appertaineto all ſervants, and are required of 


S. Paxl, ſaying, doing Service with 7004 will, and net with cye ſervice, 
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3 men. pleaſers, but with {ingleneſſe of heart, fearing God, and ſhewiro al! 
09! f:11hfulneſſe, that the name of God be not evill (poken of. And lecing 
God would have families maintained, and a diſtinction of Maſter, 
and Servants in the families, it was requiſite that he ſhould oblige 
ſervants to theſe duties, for upon the proſperity of families depends 

' the weltare oft Townes and Countries, and ſoof the whole World. 

'  Anhouſein which good ſcrvants live, proſpers , but id!e and un- 
truſty ſervants quickly bring it tonought ; God therefore that made 

all chings for good, welfare, and proſperity, muſt needs, according 

tothe rules of his ownwiſdome, fit the means tothe end, and require 
| ſervants in this manner to governe themſelves to their Governours, 
Now you that have been ſervants formerly, which hath beene rhe 
ſtate and condition of the greater number amongſt you ; Confider 
what ſervants you have been, let not your younger dayes be paſſed 
over forgerfully, ] 

Tris aprincipall part ofan aged mans duty to looke backe upor, 

his former times, and to finde out the miſtakes of his youth, that by 

' bumbling himſelte for them, be may attaine pardon from God. 

'  Loethisduty now, and if you can remember your ſelves to have 
been flothfull, waſttull, undutifull ſervants, as far unlike to 7:cob, as 
blacke and white are unlike each to other, then rake time to pre- 
ſent your ſelves before God, and judging your ſelves for ſuch inju- 

riouſneſle, beg pardon and remiſſion, aid reſolve againſt the like 

' corruptions of your preſent places. 

And you who finde that God did inable you in that eſtate to ſhew 
your ſelves diligent and truſty, give God the glory, and rejoyce in 
his great goodnefle, that gave you not over to the unbridlednefle of 
| your evill natures, | 
| Anaged man, whoſe youth hath been indifferently well ordered, 
hath great cauſe tobleſſe Gods name that gave him nor over tothe 
 licentiouſneſſe of thatage. And all you that be ſervants, muſt pray 
' to God that he would make you good and conſcionable ſervants, 
that not alore out of love to your owne reputation, and a deſire to 

thrive inthe world, that you may be painfull and truſty, but out of a 

deſire and intention to pleaſe God in your places and callings; for S. 

' Paul would have ſervants roremember, that T hey ſerve the Lord Chriſt, 

and To looke wnto the immortall inheritance, with which he will reward 

them, as well as thoſe that ſerve him in higher callings, 

| Again, He diſcovered a great deale of patience, and ocntleneſſe 

towards him, for Lahbaz was fickle and inconſtant, and changed bis 

wages many times,he ſaith tentimes I ſuppoſe,uſing by a wonted fi- 

gure, a certaine number for an uncertaine. But 7acob devoures this 
wrong patiently, doth notexpoſtulate with him, nor ſhew himſelte 
ſharp or bitter, bur puts it over without words, and goes not {from 
| bim through diſcontent, till God by an Angel bid him goeto his 


| Fathers houſe againe, 
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{o well as equity requircth, and not be clamoroas and violent againſt 
| them. Bur moſt ſervants, though they recetve no hard mcaſurc, bur | 
alone are juſtly reproved and corrected for their faults, are {0 impa- 
tient that they cannot bcare it, but make falſe and harth complaints, 
| andare ſo imbittered and diſcontented, that they ſtraight refolve to 
run away, and canciot bring themſelves to ſtoope ; theſe are of a con- 


injuries, coald yet moderate his paſſions, and keep anger within due 


ly herelleth him before their common friends,of his former and evill 
uſage ; acknowledging Gods coodneſle in preſerving him from 
his rage. 


that when juſt occaſion of anger doth offer it ſelfe, wee might then 
command our ſelves to forbeare bitter and reviling ſpeeches , and 
.not be (o tranſported beyond our ſelves, as to ratile, ſweare, curſe, 
threaten, and it may beworſethanall this, Moſt men, when anger 
begins to boile, forget almoſt that they be men, altogether that they 


the rongue ts ſit on fire of hell, and it felte ſets on fire the whole courſe 
of nature; and thatthoughour Saviour have iomanifeſtly adjudged 
tohel], him that doth raile at his brother with the nameot Foole, 


 berwaile it, and now learne of Gods faithfull ſervant 7acob (fo honou- 

rablea Patriarch, thatby him the whole Church is called 7acob and 
1jrail)robe foangry, as not to finby being driven forth into bitter- 
 ncfleof carriage, + 


did alone ittimare (and not plainly make) a confeſſion of his fault, 
by requeſting a Covenant of peace bctwixetthem, quickly without 


wronged him formerly.and pref ntly,by purſuing him, and by charg- 
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So ſhould ſervants ſhew themſelves gentle to their ungentle ma. 
ters that are unkinde and injurious to them, and doe not ule them 


trary ſpirit to /acov, 
Norw laſtly, in theclozeofall, when 766 went from his Father in 


Law, he ſhewed himſelfc a man, that though hee were ſenſible of 


limits ; for hee chid with him indeed, and was angry againſt him, 
which any man may lawfully doe againſt him that ſeekes todoe him 
hurt ; but he doth not raile at him, nor give him foule language, on. 


O that we could learne of him tobe fo farre maſters of our ſelves, 


he Chriſtian men, and are fo madded, that they care not what vile 
[anzuage proceeds out of their mouthes, and what ſharpacfle of a 
razor they dilcover in their tongues; verifying thatof S. Tames, That 


See your folly and pride in this venting of diſtempered anger, and 


But laſt of all, he was fo quickly pacified, that when his Father 


any words he condeſcended, and makes a feaſt for Leban and the reſt, | 
and confirmes the Covenant by an oath, as you may reade it in Gen, 


31.45.t2theend, 
Here is a man of a quiet ſpirit indeed ! His Father in Law had 


inz him ro have ftolne his Idols, which he fooliſhly calleth gods, 
yet he had ſo ſoon forgorten all this, as at the firſt word to imbrace 


1nofter ofreconciliation, and to enter irtoa Covenant with him of 
peaceabl. | 
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peaceable Carriage tO himiclie and bis daughters. It is a moſt cx 
cellent grace to be quickly and cafily pacificd, and to blot out the 
remembrance of wronys, and to carry himſelfe lovingly to ſuch a 
man as hath offered him hard mealure, and rhat al'o many times, 
evenas if be had received no ſuch injury from him, 

This 1s to1mitate God and our Lord Icfus Chrift, who doth fo 
forgive ns, and a finer provie of an humble and diſcreet ſpirit wee 
cannot have any other. 

O you that finde your ſelves of a bitter revengeſull ſpirit, thar if 
you have been wrongtully entreared know not how to forger it, know 
not how to forbeare taking all advantages of requiting like for like : 
See how contrary you be to this zodly man, and entertaine even 
anzerand dcreſtatton againſt your ſclves for ſuch maliciouſnecſſe,and 
labour now ſo to preſſe vpon your ſelves the Commandement of 
God, and example both of God and good men withall, beſeeching 
the Lord dy his Spirit toworkethe like gentleneſſe, long-ſufferine, 
and niceknefle in you, that you alio may bee cally pacihed, and to 
ſoone able to quench the apprehenſion of injuries. Ler us profit by 
good examples, and frame ro thediſcharge of theſe duties, which the 


godly men afſureth us they may be done, It a thing be required, and 
poſſible, why ſhould we not addrefſe our ſelves unto it 2 

So much of Tacobs vertuous behaviour to his Superiours : 

Now conſider of his demeanour to his brother Ear, 

Heuſeth all ſubmiſſive geiture and loving carriage to pacific his 
anger, as we have ſhewed you before: then we commended him for 
his prudence and diſcretion to fave himſe]fe : here we are ro com- 
mend him for his exceeding ſubmiſſive and winning carriage to his 
brother. | 

[acob was not deſtitute of meancs tohave hired as many ſouldiers 

as Eſau brought with him, or ſome mcanes he might have bethonghe 
himſelfe ofwbereby to reſiſt him. but he chooſerh rather to ſtoope 
and pacifie him by the faireſt wayes he could. God commandeth 
his people to offer termes of peace before they beſieged a City. 
' Surely, ſubmiſſive and melting carriage is the beſt way to pacifie 
wrath, and we muſt ſeck to that courſe firit, not alone, when wee bee 
over- matched with an enemy, but even then when we have power in 
our hands to fave our ſelves by force, as wee ſee in 7ephta towards the 
King of Ammon, Bur {© ſturdy of nature be ſome, yea many, that 
they would rather expoſe themſelves to the rage of an Eſa,than have 
ſo bowed, they count ir a baſeneſſe of minde to ſtoop and fall downe 
before another, having ſuch ablinde eye that they cannot diſtinguiſh 
betwixt humility and abj- nes. He that yeelds ſubniifſive and paci- 
{ying words and geſtures,is humble:he chat ſtoops {o low as to pleaſe 
ant her,he 1s abaſed. 


And ſo much for [acobs vertues to Eſas, 
Now 
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Now towards his owne Family : 

Firſt, in generall conſidered, He 1s carcfull to provide for it, 
Secondly, to pray for it. 

Thirdly, to purge 1t from (to, | 
Firft, to provide for it, for you ſhall ſee tim returning this anſwer | 


to his Father in Law after the end of his two apprentiſhips, 1m ſha 


' 
| 
' 


| 1 provide for mine owne houſe, Gen, 30.30, When thall I Coe Or work | 


alſo for mine owne houſe, 7:cob had arich Father 1n Law, LZabay, and ' 
and a rich Father, Iſaac, and yer will not be caſt himicite voon them | 
to provide for his wite and children, but him{clfe will worke for that | 
end : This 1sathing required of all men by the light ofnature, as. 
wellas by the Lawes of God, to make proviſion of things necdfull | 
tor their families, | 

All thoſe beaſts and birds which live dy couples, and are not fold | 
over to promiſcuous generation,doe provide holes and neſts for their 
young, and joyne tO maintaine them when they be young : See you 
not the poore Rookes now 1n the height of the trees preaching to you 
this duty with ſo loud croakings ? that you can ſcarce paſſe by a 
Grove, but that inarticulate language will admontſh you ; how 
quiet bethey all the VVinter,and other ſeaſons?Burt when the Spring | 
comes, and that now nature prompts them to procreate young, they 
arc ſodiligent to build neſts, and to hatch the young, and to feed 
them till they can ſhift for themſelves, that no houre ſees them idle, 
or ceaſing from that duty; you may ſee the ſame in the poore Star- 
lings : Seeing they be here, I will commend them to you for ma. 
&ers of this duty, carly and late they be cloſe at this worke (taking 
indeed alittle time morning and evening to fit and chirp cut their 
merry tune, as it they would teach you to take time forthe praiſing 
of God, however urgent your buſineſſe may ſeeme tove) butelle all 
day long, flying too and fro with food to put into the mouthes of 
their gaping young, 

Can you ſce theſe things and not be infiructed to good husban- 
dry > S, Paulcalls himworſe than an Infidel], chat doth nor labour 
for his family, to provide it neceſſaries, He might have gone a little 
further, and called him worſe than the feathered fowle,and rhe bruite 
beaſts; foreven Foxes, Wolves, Bearcs, and Lions have this care in- 
graffed in them by nature. 

Now therefore, you unnaturall, flothfull, waſtfull Fathers and 
Mothers that are ſowicked]y given over to idlenefle, 2nd drunken- 
neſſe, or gaming, orother looſnefle, that you eitherwill nor worke 
at all, or elſe will not work for your Families, but your luſts to ſperd 
itontbem. I pray you at length be aſhamed of ſuch worie than bru- 
tiſh diſkemper of minde, and more than beaſ{t-l:ke miſUcmeancur 
what account can you give to God when he ſhall ca!l you to an 
account > ai 

Where was your natural! afleion to your owne bouics = 

bowels 2| 
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bowels ? where was your dutitull obedience to the Law ot: God and 
Nature, and the Lawes of well ordercd Common wealths > where 
were your wits and your conſciences ? and where be they that you 
live more (1nfully and ſcandalouſly than the ignorant, Goe home 
[ beleech you with thame and ſorrow in your hearts and counte- 
nances, be not hardened againſt this reproote, afrer to many for- 
mer reprootes ; but fall dowve before God, condemning your felves 


to the pit of Hell for ſuch your unthrifcineſſe, and conteſling your |. 


owne extreme f{lavery to finre, and unfitnefſe to mend that or any 
other tault, beſeech the living God to reforme you by his Spirit, 
and to pardon you by the bloud of his Sonne, and even beleeve 
his promiſerhat he will grant your prayers, and heale your Soules, 
and forgive your finnes for his Sonnes ſake, ard ſo in Faith to 
his promiſes, and Obedience to his Commandements, ſet about 
the reformarion ot this and other faults; and ceaſe not praying, 
repenting, ſtriving, and you ſhall prevaile : unthriftineſſe will 
prove a diſcaie of exceeding difhcult care, but not uncurable: and 
you whom God hath pleaſed ro make good and provident, and 
thrifty husbands, bleſſe him for it indeed , and withall pray him 
to ordcr you fo in Jabouring for your families, that it may ſhew 
it ſclfe to be a good Floure, growing up as a Fruit of Gods Spi- 
rit,not as a Weed ſpringing up from a corrupt, though reſtrati- 
ned Nature, by going into excefle, making you ſo eager in provi. 
ding for your houles, as that you become niggardly unjuſt , or 
otherwiſe exceſſive, For the worldly minded man, though hee live 
in better reputation on Earth, hath no beteer reputation in Hea- 
ven than the waſte-goond : nor (hall bave lefle torment in Hell, ſee- 
ing the worldly minded are enemics to God, as well as the ſenſual! 
minded. So zcob provided for his tamily. 

Now hee prayes for them, as you ſee hee did when 7ſazc came 
againſt him : Save me, for I feare leſt he come and ſtrike the Mother with | 
the Children, Parents muſt bleſſe their children ; and in this {ence 
alſothe whole families, and cry to God for proſperity and peace. 


If the Apoſtles bee bidden to pronounce peace, furcly then wee | 


muſt pray for it. If S. Pax! prayed for the houſhold of Oreſiphe- 
r:4, were it not a wonder that Oxeſiphorms ſhould not pray for his 
owne houſhold 2 You Governours, ſhew your ſelves religious as 
well as thrifty: call upon God for the people committed to your 
charge : If publque ſupplications muſt be made for all men, turely 
then even man muſt privacly pray for them that are his owne, Be 
nor prophane, content not your ſelves alone to labour and royle 
for your families , but viſit the Throne of Grace intheir behalte, 


3 


and call earneſtly upon God to ſave them chiefly from (inne and f 


wickeineſſe. ; 
Further, /acob purged his family, as you have 1t, Ge 35.2. to! 


. 


therequiring them to put away the falle gods, and to bee cleane, | 
F and 


I1,H-e prayes 
for his family, | 
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and change their garments, ard then having received of them all 
their idolatrous and ſuperſtitious trinkets, hee buried them under 
the Oake mentioned there, 

O that all Parents would be carcfull to clenſe all vices ont of 
their houſes, as well as [dolatry, and this as we!l as other vices. 

But Parents are moſt times too too carelefſe of their families, 
and ſee and winke at their ſfinnes, their undecent behaviour, ryor, 
idleneſle, diſguiſed attire, and any naughrineſſe that doth nor 
bring forth great diſcredit in the World. Purifie your houſes, 
and fo ſee the faults, as to chaſe them out, and call your people 
to amendment, to cleanneſſe, ro changing their garments ; if they 
be proud, vaine, fooliſh, as well as if they be ſuperſtitious, 

Laſtly, Tacob inftructed his people here, and called them to the 
worſhip of the true God, telling them that he would goe to Bethel, 
and make an Altar to God that had falfilled his vow, and met himwhen 
he fled from Eſau. Wee ſhould all call upon our families, and 
bring them to Gods Worſhip, and labour to inſtru them there- 
in, that they may be able ro performe it. holily and fruitfully : 
Surely, had not 7acob taught his people what Duty they did owe 
ro God in theſe ſacrifices, and how to performe them in ſpiricu- 
all manner, he muft have endeavoured onely ro make them hypo- 
criticall abuſers of Gods ſervice, 

So much for 7acobs regard to his whole family, 

Now {ce how he ſhewed himſelfe in particular to his Vives and 
Ghildren. 

Tohis Wives, Hee was undoubtedly a very kinde Husband to 
them all;for we read of no jarres or brawles. 

O that Husbands would live void of contention with their 
Wives ! O that their houſes might be peaceable ! Ir is a fore- 
runncr of ruine, when an houſe is divided againſt it ſelfe, Bur 
ſpecially towards Rachael it is noted how hee loved her, Ger. 29.30, 
that is, very much more than the reſt. Indeed he had cauſe, ſhe 
was his true Wife for whom hee firſt agreed, Leah was forced 
upon him, he might lawtully have refuſed her ; yea, and had nor 
the cuſtome of the times tolerated poligamy, hee muſt have re- 
fuſed her and taken Rachael, for whom hee made his agreement, 
and ſo ina fortcontracted himſclfe too. 

Now the light that hath ſhewed ir ſelſe amongſt us, cauſeth 
that poligamy is baniſhed , theretore every one amongſ} us is 
bound to love his Wife as Jacobdid Rachael, which is alſo the ſpe- 
ciall commandement, Woe unto thoſe Husbands thercfore that 
what ſhew of love ſoever they make unto their Wives at firſt; yet 
within a while are ſo ſowre and churliſh unto them, that they 
ſhew an extinguiſhment of love to have befallen them. So farre 
as any man failerh of loving his Wife, he muſt alſo faile of Io- 
ving God : Ir is poſſible to love the Wife and not God, bur 


ro 
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(re!peciively and humbly, as to win love at your busbands hands. 
Nothing but this car make you live happily together : all riches, 
honours, pleaſures, be no farther ſound]y comfortable, than the bul: 
| band ana wile are loving each to otÞer, 

| Now Gudcangive lovetothem that askc,a3 well as wiſtome,and 
 [ctbiin chat would lovebis wite, pray for ic, and withall with&raw 
his heart from ſtrange women, Bur againe, 7acob could be duly angry 
with his wite, and reprove her for her fault, forwhen (he ina great 
ragecals tohim for children, and would dic it ſhe had none. He is 
angry at her, butwith ſuch moderation, thac he gives her a due re- 
proofe, bur nodiſtempered language, ſaying, «4m I in Gods ſtead, 
that hath withholdcn from thee the fruit of thewombe, As Lacob tempered 
his anger towards his Father in Law, fo rowards his wife, he is in- 
iced tnoved with ſome paſſion, bur it doth nor carry him to any vio- 
lence, or to inordinate ſharpneſſe, Here husbands muſt learne to 
follow this vertuous man, if there be juſt cauſe of being angry at the 
wife inregard of ſome great over-ſhooting her ſclie towards them. 
ſelves or others, they may be angry, but their anger muſt be {0 kept 
downe oy love, that they may nor be bicrer, which the Apoſtle doth 
precilely forbid to husbands ;, they muſt blame rhe faulr , bur not 
2dmixe words, tO ſhew alienation of heart for the faults ſake. 

| Twothings husbands muſt looke io in reſpe-of this anger to- 
\wards their wives: 

Firſt, that it ariſe not but from ſome plaine and evident fault, fuch 
'as you ſee here inthe Text; (he began to fall our with him far wanr 
| ofchijdren, as if it had been his fault that ſhee conceived not as her 
fiſter aid, 7 

Secondly, that it produce not tartneſſe and reproachſull ſpeeches, 
and a conſtant ſawreneſle, but alone a due and fit reprooſe, as bcre 
alſo, Happy men that can ſo guide anger, and their tongues in 
anger. 

Jo bath 7acob done the office of a gaod bouſholder in generall. 
and of a good husband, See now what a inde Father he was , and 
what good he performed towards his children, 

1. Toall of them ; then to ſome. 

He did twothings to them all; 

Firſt, he broughtthem up in a calling, tobe Grafiers, as we call 
them, tobreed Cartell, Sheep, Oxen, Camels, Goats, andthe like, 
wherein himſelfe abounded. + 

This he might the more eaſily doe, becauſe himelfe living in the 
quality of a ſervant to Laban his Father in Law, and baving them 
borne to him in the time of his ſervice, he had fit opportunity to ac- 
quaint them with that buſineſſe. in which himſclfe was ſo rotally im- 


ployed, Hercin all good Parents are to imitate him, for the duty is 
neceſſary 


| 
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|ority of Scripture tor that, for which nature it ſelfe is ſufficient, 


| broughtup; and if any of thoſe that were accuſtomed to ſome v0- 
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neceſſary tor the childrens fake, and for the Common. wealth, and 
for the Parents owne ſake tO. Traine up a childe in the way he ſhanld 


| | zee; Hedorh not meaneitalone, Catechize him in matters of reli. | 


pion, and g00d converſation, but alſo in affaires of this world too, 

'becaule it is a part of his way to live in the world, as well as to knoyy 
[the things that belong to his ſoules health, Wee need not the an. 
| 


' 


If God command men to walke orderly, and to cate the labour of 
their hands, their Parents muſt inure their children to ſuch a walk. 
ing, and ſee that they obſerve that Commandement of God, If they 
mutt provide for them food and raimenr for the preſent, much more 
the things that are needfall for their well-being for ever, 

Now a calling (an ability to doe ſome profitable thing by which 
they may maintaine themſelves with the publique advantage) is ne- 
ceſlary for their well-being io the whole courſe of their lives, 

But this duty is requiſite (as I ſaid) Firſt, for the Fathers owne 
ſake, who ſhall finde them ſo much more dutifull ro himſelte, by 
how much they have been trained up more painfully, and been more 
ſerviceable, and under command, even beaſts if they be much in | 
hand, and have a kinde of acquaintance with the maſter, ſo thar hee 
come neare to them, and accuſtome to doe ſomething about them, 
and to have them doe and ſuffer for him, are much more tame and 
gentle than thoſe that are never handled, never approached unto; 
So it muſt needs be alſowirth men, they grow rude and barbarous it 
they be left rothem(elves, but more attable and orderly when they 
arc held in, and accuſtomed towalke by rule, as they be when they 
are trained up in a calling, Indeed ſome kinde of creatures are fo 
fierce, that no uſe of handling will quite rame them, bur even thoſe 
arc far leſle fierce than if they were never medled withall : So ſome 
children are very maſterfull, and diſobedient, cven though they be 
{et under government, and brought up in ſervice and Jabour, but how 
much more violent would they have proved it ſuch care had not a lit. 
tle tetmpered them > Ir concernes the Parent to have his children 
{ubje& and apt toberuled; bringing them up in a calling condu- 
ceth much this way, wherefore it is bis part not to be wanting to his 
owne welfarc and theirs, 
| Secondly, this isexceeding commodious tothe Commonwealth, 
promoting the publique good very much : for far fewer perſons de- 
generate to ſcandalous courſes, and ſuch as trouble the peace of the 
Common-wealth of thoſe that have been brought up to take paines 
in ſome vocation , than of thoſe that have been looſly and idly 


cation doe degenerate, they are far more ealily reclaimed, ſeeing the 
Magiſtrate hath ſome foundation rowork upon, The perſon fo edu- 
cated can dne ſomething it he will for his maintenance, ſo that here 


is a poſſibility of redreſſing his diſorders, finde him employment, 
and 
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and over-rule his will, and he is amended . Bur thoſe that have lived 


. | over loofly, and arenot able to doe any thing, are almoſt defperare, 


the Magiſtrate knowes not which way to turne himſclfe ro the pro- 
' curing of his reformation, but by uſing great extremities; for hos 
; ſhall he be compelled to doe any thing, that can doe nothing >? and 
tomake him learne ſome faculty when he is 0!d, how extreamly dit- 
ficultis that 2 So now nothing remaineth but an houſe of CorreRi- 
 0N, or Gallies, orthe like, whereby ro force men, which ſhould goe 
much againſt the hearrs of Governours, if any other courſe may ſuf. 
' fice, Wherefore it concernes Parents as they love the Common- 
'wealth, not tro deliver over into the Magiſtrates , ſuch croſfſe 
| and crooked pieces as cannot be made fit tor any uſe withour fo 
' much hcwing. 

And for the benefit of the childes ſelfe, it helpeth much to his 
' comfortable living in reſpe& of outward abundance, and not being 
burdenſome toothers, and to his civill and orderly living in vertuous 
manner, and fo his religious living when God ſhall call him torrue 
piety, for if he be skilfull in ſome way of maintaining himſelfe, and 
' will apply himſelfero his calling, he ſhall indethe accompliſhment 


of Gods promiſes, He that tilleth his ground, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread, 


and againe, 11 all labogr there is abundance , but being deſtitute of this 
ability, how ſhall he bur want, unlefle a very great portion of goods 
or lands be given him > Yea, he that having lands and goods, hath 
not skill ro imploy them, growes far ſooner waſttull and unthrifty, 
and conſumeth his great eſtate, and then is put many times to baſe, 

many times to ſinfull ſhifrs, which had he a good calling he might 
; efcape. Beſides, labour ina calling ſubdues vice, and he that hath a 
calling, may be painfull in it, he that hath none,cannot : Yea, if God 
call any perſon that harh been unprofitably brought up, tothe know- 
ledge of himſelfe, ſuch a one ſhall be much more to ſeeke how ro 
livereligtouſly, than another that hath ſome imploymenr;for in noe 
' knowing what courſe to take, he is made to ſtand diſtracted, and 
 doubrtull of bis courſe, and fo full of vexation and unquietnefle, 
Now all you Parents, that bave negleed your children very much, 
and ſuffered them to trifle out all that golden feaſonof youth, in 
which they ſhould have fitted rhemſelves for a profitable and com. 
fortable life in elder dayes be aſhamed , you have been ſo fooliſh, as 
not alone to tran(greſle the duty of Chriſtians, bur even that which 
the heathens have done : You have been caules of your childrens 
miſery, andthe Common-wealth too, and if it proceed nor from 

ſome other cauſe then from wiſdome, your children muſt be bur bur- 

dens and diſeaſes to themſclves, and the world. Rich Parents are 
ſometimes guilty of this fanlr, for they thinke they ſhall leave them 
; ſufficient ro maintaine them though they doe nothing, and there. 
fore intend them not to any vocation, nor conſidering how ſoon the 
Lord canemprty a full Veſſetl, and — the River Iordan, yea, the 
| U red 
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| this fault roo, who give themſelves ſo tounthritfrineſſe,that they can- 
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red Sea dry as dry ground, and then what will become of their chil. 
dren 2 Yea, as not conſideriog that to leave children much wealth, 
and not ſome ſufficiency tor good imploymear of themſelves, is to 
lcavc them furniſhed to doe themtielves hurt and others, 2nd to bring 
all to nought quickly, But many ol the poorer ranke are guilry of 


not beſtow ſo much as reading and writing onthem,much lfle ſome 


ventable poverty diſable him, we blame him not for that towhich 
neceſſity compels him,only ſo that be pull not that neceflity on him- 
ſelte : buthe that ina poorecſtate hath not ſome care to bring up 
his children to worke, and it he cannot effect it himlicltc, doth not 
herein ſeeke help of the publique and able perſons, 1s not ſogood a 
Parent as nature will teach him that be ſhould; therefore now 1] 
| commend Jacobs patterne tO youreyes, and pray you to cutout your 
lives according to his ſcantling : Be not wanting to your childrens 
| welfare, the common proſperity, and your owne comfort, Let not 
' others have cauſe to beſtow upon you the reproote of Solomon, 4 
Prov.29.1%, | c/114 Left to himfelfe, maketh his Mother aſhamcd,, and what is hce bur 
left ro himſelfe and the devill, that is nor acquainted with any profi- 
rable employment ina calling > And let me ſpeake ſomething to 
children in this behalfe : If Parents rake never ſodue care, and chil- | 
dricnwill caſt off the yoake, what can the Parents doe > Therefore 
you muſt learne you ſelves topractife ſubjection to your Parents; as 
in all other things, ſo in this, — 

Be carefull in che calliogs wherein your Parents have thought fir 
| £O place you, that you may getability in them to doe good to your 
ſelves and others, The inconveniences that clſc will prefle you here-| 
after ſhall prove more burdeniome unto your conſciences, when you | 
ſhall be upbraided with theſe thoughts, ah, I might have done well | 
but for mince owne wiltulnefſe , had I anſwered ny Parents care and 
' coſt, it would not have been thus evill with me. 
17.He bleſſed But now toa ſecond duty performed to them all : Hee bleſſed 


- 


09519] ſad _. themall according to their ſeverall bleſſings, as is noted of aim, that 
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what good things God would doe for cach of them in his poſterity 
that was to come after him. Fora mans ſelfe is bleſſed, when hee is 
aſſured that benefirs ſhall be granted to his childrens children 1a fa- 
ture generations, 


hou p CT as ' = - - 
[7 ro way of bleſſing which lycrh uponeachof us, we muſt pray fora bleſ- 
(ing to out children, and roour poſterity afterus, and mult carry aur 

| ſelves foreligioully, and righicoultv.that we may procurea bleſhing 


to them by,vertue of Gols promile to the feed of the righteous, 
(Por 22.7. | 47004 manwalketh in ha integrity, and hw cildren ſhall ve bleſſed after 
| ; him : 


higher calling to which thele ſhould fir them, If any mans unpre- | 


Gen.45.38, | 15, he pronounced in Gods name, and by way of promiſe from him} 


| 


Wer ftble,) Now in this way of bleſſing we cannot imitate him, becauſe wee| 
our c\ild:en, | wantthe Spiritof propheſie to forerell furure events; but there is a| 
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WAKE UPUTAY, ard then thai! you corveroh a bleſhng rothem. 

nd 10 1T 15S iGO, Hers ever merciful, and lendeth, and his feed t ble 
ſed, There canrer be a beifter Counteilor than Gods Spirit; fee 
theway Of icing your children, and you that have curſed your 
C02!Orcn,(45 m20y Father hath don: bug with bitter curſes in word, 
and allo by wa'king ina way of curſedpelte) abhorre your ſelves that 
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| have walked into a way quite Contrary to thatwhercin lacol did walk, | 
' The Lord hath appointed, that the Son which curſeth ihe Father ſhould 
,«,cthedeath, Although the Parent owe not fo much reſpect, reve- 
rence, and gratitude to the cliiilde as on the other fide, yer ſure hee | 
aoth owe as much love (and this curſing contradifterh love, be 
; canſe to1ove 1$ to Wilh well, and tocurleis towith ill) therefore 
God will punith him ſeverely alſo, that curſert his children : 1 ! 
doc net meane, him that in Gods nate doth pronounce a curſe | 
| 22ainſt them, but him that in his fury doth make fone ill with | 
{againſt they, | 

O how unnaturall is that man, who doth worſe than cver it was 
heard that any bruir beaſt hath done yer ! that 1s, in @ rage tear. 
eth his owne children in pieces. It it bea provfe of an unſanRtified | 

man, that His month is full of curſing ed bitterneſſe, then ſure he is 
extr-amely unſanRified, that curſeth bis owne cli!dren ; for that 
' mouth is full of curſing to the very brim, that will daſh over againſt 
'the fruit of ones owne body. But you that bave not yet caſt off all, 
'ſomuch as likenefle ro Chriſtianity, I pray you learne of fo holy a 
man ; Blefle your children 10 your kinde, as he did in his : live 
notinſo wicked courſes, as may curſe your ſeed ani root th:m 
out to deftrution. If you deſire that God ſhould grant profpe- 
rity to your off-ſpring , walke in the wayes of his Comman-, 
| dements, 

| Intereſt your ſelves intohis promiſes, by being upright and mer- 
<cifull, and following every good way. 

Burl procect tolet you ſee what 1acob did to {ome of his chil 
GIEN iN particular. 

F11(t. S5ncon and Levi that had committed a great murder, hee 
renroved them, although indeed I thinke with roo much lenirty, fy. 
10, Tehavetroubled me, &c, In which words he aggravates the fauir 
from the miſchiete it was like to bring upon himlelfe, nor mention- 
ing the {infulnefle againſt God, perbaps becauſe he ſaw thetr remper 
to be ſuch, that rhey would little regard the fin, but would be fome- 
what moved with the danget ; burton his death-bed he 15 juſtly fe- 
| vere, ſaying, Curſed be their rage, for it was fierce ; and their fury, for it 
was crucl! : as inthe former verſe he had ſaid, 0 wy ſole, come pot then 
 intotheix ſceret ; therefore allo doth he diſinherite them, ſaying, 7:w:ll 

divgde them, &c. 
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They ſhall be buta poore and deſpiſed Tride, and not 1nhenite an 1n- 
(CLITE/POrtLON, 
| Solikewiſe for Reuben, whohad defiled his bed ; we reade of no. 
thing he ſaid to him before, yeton his deathbed he deprives and dit. 
{inherites him (or it, Thes ſhalt net excel{ , meaning, ſhall not have 
che double portion, and preheminence that belongeth to the firſt- 
borne, becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy Fathers ded, Doe 'you not 
chinke that it did pur Szmeop, Levi, and Renben, the three eldeſt ſons 
| unto ſorrow and ſhame 2 when they heard theſe words from their 
'now dying Fathers mouth , you have been inceſtuouſlly lewd Renben, 
| therefore you ſhall not be mine heire; and you S;meoz and Lev: 
| were furiouſly revengetull, therefore neither ſhall the bleſſing bee 
ours. 
All Parents muſt learne to admoniſh and reprove their children 
for their faults, and to chaſtiſethem alſo, and ſhew their diſlikeof 
' their faults, though for ſome neceſſary circumſtances wee bee not 
| bound to (ollow Zacob, yet for the matter of the duty wee muſt fol- 
| low him, | 
} Tf our children give themſelves to fiofull courſes, wee muſt | 
call them to us, chide them, ſhew our difplcaſure againſt them, 
diminiſh the teſtimonies of our love, which elſe wee ſhould } 
| ſhew, and by that meanes helpe forward their repentance ſo much 
| as may be, 
{ Eilpecially, when a man lies on his death-bed, hee ſhould not for- 
[bee then to leave ſome ſuch words ſticking in his childrens mindes, 
; as way cauſe them more ſcrioutly tobee humbled , that if they have | 
| not yet beenduly ſorrowfull, they may then begin to be humbled at 
| the conſideration of a Parents dying words; it they have, yet they} 
may make their humiliation more deep and piercing, 
Bur for l#ſeph and Benjamin , he loved them both exceedingly 
© morethan any of their brethren : Partly, becauſe they were the ſons 
; of his beſt beloved wife, partly becauſe they were his youngeft 
children, dillings as we call them, and chiefly, becauſe they were 
; the beſt of his children, at leaſt, 7oſeph was, and for Benjamin he was 
the leaſt evill, ifhedid not ſhewany great vertue, VVhat affeQion 
grew towards theſe, in thoſe two former reſpeAs, is but a thing na- 
turall. Ir isnaturall to love the youngeſt, becauſe when they bec 
young, no expectation of more is left; and becauſe the elder being 
growne up, have not ſo much preſent occaſion of being ill in 
hand, and of receiving of thoſe kinde of teſtimonies of love, 
and becauſe the youngeſt being leaſt able to helpe themſelves , 
doe call the Parents heart more towards them, It 1s alſo natu- 
rall to love the children of them very well, whoſe owne ſelves one 
hath ſo loved. 
If chereſore one doe follow nature in theſe particulars, he 1s not] 


tO bee blamed. Onely this you muſt obſerve , that 7acobs love} 
0 
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10 Rachels children made him nor negled Le245 quite, or be Carele(i; | 
ot doing lor them what became him ro doe. | 
Take heed you Parents that have had, or may have more wives | 
luccefhtvely, though nor rogether, chat the preſent wife (who it hey 
:[| carriage hinder not, mult needs be beſt beloved, becaule the is pre 
{ent rorecetve love, and torequite it) I ſay, that the preſent wilc 
make you not neglect or wrong the dead wives children; If it do 
God inay croflſe you 1n the children of the living. God hath «cx 
prefly raken order tor this caſe, and given this Commandement 1; | 
the Law, f 4 240 have two wives, one beloved, the other hated; that is, | Vu «1 i5, 
comparatively hated, lefle loved, and children by them both , ke | '* 
{hall nor give che birth right from the ſonne of the lefle loved, if he | 
be firſt borne, ro the ſonne of the more loved, but ſhall acknow. | 
ledge him torthe heire, which is ſo, though his mother finde l; ny 
| favour in his eyes. | | 
' Irisa great (aur, and ſhewes a man is led by paſſion, not by rea. | 
ſon, when he ſuffers his affe1ons to be miſzuided by ſuch refpects, 
a5 in trve judgement ſhould not over-rule them. But to love th: 
chiide the better for the mothers ſake, is no way unwarrantable, 16 
thatirbenotwith luch an exceſſive loveas produceth injury or nep- | 
let againſt thereſt : Only one thing common now among (t us, I 
muſt not ler paſſe withoata kinde of wondring how it ſhould come | 
to paſſe that many with us hace the Mother, yer dote of the childe, 
; or hate the Father, yet be fond of the Son, | | 
\ Surely either the bad carriage of the Parent quencheth aſfeion, | 
orel{c roloarh che roote, and love the truit, is a thing no way con | 
tormabletoright reaſon. 
Bur /acob 15 much ro bee commended for that he loved 7ofeph riot 
for his goodneſſe ; Hee was his beſt ſonne, and hee amon; (&t all 
that were come to any growth, did ſhew forth the feare of God car- 
ly. That (hoald rale the love of Parents to their children moſt of all, 
« | where they ſee moſt holineſſe and feare of God, there ſhould they 
beare moſt affeion. | 
For as any thing is moſt lovely, ſo with due reſervation of other 
reſpe&s, moſt love ſhould bee ſhewed : as 1t I have five children, 
all being children, and one having moſt grace, ſhould be moſt loved, 
becauſe grace makes moſt lovely, ſeeing it proves a man to bee 
loved of God, therefore muſt rhat childe bc loved more than any of | 
| thereft, and ſo inother like reſpe&ts; The moſt gracious kinſman, | 
; the moſt gractousneighbour , the moſt gracious poore man. | 
| They thereforeare even rotten in naughtineſſe, that love the moſt 
godly childrenleaſt, yea, that hate ſuch ; and they are but weake 
in goodnefſe ſure, whoſe loves are drawne more by bale attratiives, 


than by grace, 
Surely, the liker we be to God in our love and hatred, the butter | 


we be, and the moreunliketheworie, 
Gg 3 Therefore 


| 


ene, 
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| amiable, meeke, loving, ready to ſalute them with good words, and 
' titles, and to ſpeake lovingly tothem, to give them good advice,and 
' rodoe any other good office, as occaſion may offer it ſelfe. We are 


_—— 


| good words, and to offer them injury, rather than to help them with 
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Thercforc 7acob gave the double portion of Land to NTeſephs ſtock, 
which was one of the dignirics attendivg the firſt borne; and the 
reheminence of government he gave to 1«4h, becauſe he knew that 
Chrift, the Ruler of the Church was to come of him, and fo was led 


by due reaſon in both his bequeſts, 
And of 1acobs vertues to his Domefticks you bave heard: now how 


he 1s to ſtrangers, 

We have but two paſſages of his carriage that way, which come 
tomy minde ; Firſt, thoſe that he met withall at Padev Aram when 
he came thither ; They were Shepheards, menof his owne proteſh. 
on, and hc curteouſly ſaluteth them, and catrieth himſelfe with a 
kinde of familiarnefle towards them, tor he callech them brethren, 
demands where they dwell, enquires of them about his Vncles wel- 
fare, and gives them husbandly counſell abour their cattell : and fo 
ſhould every man ſtand diſpoſcd to men, as they be men, though 
dwelling many miles diftant from him, he ſhould ſkew himſelte 


commanded to $hew all meekneſſe to all men, and to Keepe peace with all 
»en, and beſides brotherly love, To be charitable to all, and toaccount 
a ſtranger a neighbour, in loving him as our ſelves. For God hath 
made all mankinde of one blood, and knit them together in divers 
common bands. All be of one kinde, all of one Parent,matter,form, 
all redeemed with one blood, wherefore all muſt be loved, and kind- 
ly dealt with, 

They therefore who arc churliſh, ſowre, crabbed to ſtrangers, and 
can ſcarce {peake tothem in any curteous accenr, yea, that are apt it 
they meet with ſuch, to give them flours and taunts, rather than any 


any good advice, arc worthy to be called Swine, rather than Men, 
For cven beaſts themſelves ſhew ſome reſpect unto them of the ſame 
kinde, more than thoſe of another , unleſſe it be ſome moſt fierce 
beaſts, and when occafionof quarretf falterh out betwixt them, 

And let me now commend the vertue of humanity unto you, that 
is, of being ready to ſhew love to man, as he is man, and becauſe he is 
a man, one made after Gods owne image, and proceeding out of the 
ſame common roote. Ve all met in Adams loynes, and in Nyga/r,; 
let us therefore doc good even to ſtrangers. This good will which 
is communicated to ſuch, ſavours leaſt of ſelf-love, and of ſelf-re- 
ſpe&, and is therefore the more to be commended. Ir tends to the 
uniting of the common body of the world together, and to make all 
mankinde happy. 

And brethren, are not all (as they are men) equally deare to God ? 
why therefore ſhould not all be in ſome meaſure deare to each other, 


[ mcane equal] y deare in reſpe of the common work of Creation. 
But 


*%. 
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| Bur /acob here ſhewed ſpecially love to Rachel, tor be ſalutes her: 
and takes paines to water her Sheepe, Surely a neare kinſwoman 
may challenge and muſt have a Jarger portion of love than a meere 
ſtranger, and he that 1s not ſomewhat moved by the title of Vacle, 
| Coulin, and ſo forth, will ſcarce be moved by that of a man : they 
be theretore 1n ſome degree deſtitute of naturall affetion, who are 
led nothing by kindred, nnlefle there be ſome riches found with a 
kiniman, by which he may doe them ſome credit or advantage, 

Let none of you be ſo, but ſhew due reſpect to a kinſman or kin(- 
woman, rich or poore; for mailt not thou necd their kindneſle here- 
after, as they thine for the preſent 2? 

And ſo much for 7acebs vertues to theſe ſtrangers. 

Now to Pharaoh he was a ſtranger too, but he was a King, and a 
King that had advanced his ſon Tsſeph : Wherefore comming and 
20ing he bleſſed him, that is, thanked him for his extraordinary 
k12dveſſero 7eſeph and all his for 1oſephs ſake; praying God tobleſle 
(him for it. 

So he was a thankfull man, and ready to give thankes for a benefit. 

So muſt we be toall that have pleaſured us, though they be far lefſe 

 perfons, and have pleaſured us in far lefler things. And thus of 1acobs 
vertues. 

Now of his faults, which are neicher many nor preat, but ſome 

they were as there was never any man(except our Lord Teſus Chriſt) 
in whom ſome ſin was not found ; 
Firſt then, he was ſomewhat faulty towards God, in that he did 
ſhew himſelfa little forgettfull of his Vow made co God in his trou- 
ble, and deferred the performance of it ſomewhar too long, even till 
the Lord did force him unto it by a fore chaſtiſement, and that cha- 
Riſement would not ſerve to revive his mcmory, till in a Viſion the 
Lord ſpake untohim, and wiſhed him to goe to Bethel, and there to 
rearean Altaruntohim , that had appeared to him when hee fled 
from the face of his brother. Ir was twenty yeares ſpace be- 
twixt the Vow, and 7acobs returne, ſo that ic may ſceme that 7acob 
had well neare forgotten the Vow, A good man may grow forget- 
fullofa Vow in twenty yeares, and indeed omifhons through forget- 
fulneſſe and commiſhons through inconſiderateneſle, arc not un- 
wonted in good men, I pray you looke that none of you offend 
throngh the ſame example of forgerfulneſle, indeed thereare greater 
faulrs, but a g00d man muſt ſhew his uprightneſſe by forſaking all 
faules, great as well as ſmall, and ſmall as well as great. 

Now let me put you in minde of your former forgetfulneſſe : Is 
there none of you that hath formerly bound himſelfe to God by a| 

Vow, and hath eitherdeferred wittingly, or put off chrough torger- 
| fulneſſe che accompliſhmentofir 2 If ſo, let him now be induced 
torcmember himſelfe,and ro make all convenient haſt to make good | 


(,rav:2 | 


his Vow, for feare the Lord ſend ſome heavy crofle upon him, _ | 
waken 


I 9.H: ewe 
lpcciz ll'ove 
to Rathil his 
kinſlw om? ::, 


20, He thank- 


cd Pharob for | 


his kindneſlc 
ſhewed to 1g» 


ſep». 


Hs fay [ts, 


I, He was 2 
Itttle foroets 
full of his 
Vow made co 
God, 
Gene354ls 


| FR TR 


"oat * _ 


Oc 


_— Ac 
AP — _—_= Jap 


_— a 


80 | 


—— — — 


Ecclel.s.z. 


| Gen. 27,tot, 
2. Hc abuſed 


his 31d Farther 


with lics and * 


diflembling, 
(; CN 427 I 2 - 


(cT & N., T he Example of Cuae.26. 


_ — — c—-—c—c—_— —. a ww oa —_ 
—  — —— 


| | waken his conſcience by terrours. /aceb ſhould have conſidered bis 


Promiſe to God ſo ſoone as the Lord bad brought him ſafely home | 
co his Fathers houſe, but it ſeemeth he'deterred it, for that was the 
time preſcribed in his Vow, 

| I pray youdocas 1acob ſhould have done, not as he did, inathing 


| wherein it is evident that he did amiſle, and call to minde often the 


words of Solomon, When thou voweſt a Vow unto the Tora, defer not to pay 
it, for he hath no pleaſure in(fooles; pay what thou oweſt + and before him 
Moſes in the Law ſaith, Be not lack toperforme thy Vowes, lt you have 
tyed your ſoules in an oath to God, deter not trom day to day, bee 


| not torgettull, 


It is a great careleſneflc,to forget a great bond, and to let the pai. 
ment be put off from time totime ; yet it any man have committed 
ſuch a fin, he muſt not bediſcouraged : the {in is not to be unduly 
extenuated, nor yet aggravated above meaſure. Ir is ſuch a fault as 
calleth for unfained repentance, and that done, ſhall bee pardoned , 
yea, the moſt wilfull breach of a Vow is pardonable to the penirenr. 

But other faults he is to be blamed tor in reſpett of his Parents : 

Firſt, he abuſed his old Father with lies and diflembling ; the lie 
it ſelfe and diſſimulation we meddle not with 19 it ſelfe, but rhat hee 
bare ſo little reſpe& unto aged Iſaac, as to goe about to mocke him 
with tricks and tales. Indeed before his doing of it his conſcience 
told him, that this was a fin, and yet he was induced by his Mother 
to doc it. So he ſinned in this againſt his conſcience, 


A Haveany of youdone the like offence, but in a worſe manner, and 


toaworſe end towards your Fathers, to hide your faults, or to wreſt 
money from them to ſerve the turne of your inordinare Juſts, lapped 
them in the mouth, as our proverbe 1s, with lcaſings, and abaſed the 
weakneſle of their ſences, memory or diſcretion,with cheating tricks. 
' This is a villany, God puniſhed it ſeverely in 7acob, though be did it 
at his Mothers inſtigation, and that to keep his Father from giving 
away the bleſſing. How much more muſt God puniſh in you, that 
perhaps have done it oftner, and that withour any ſuch morive, and 
t9 far worſe purpoſes ? 

Come, as you have ſinned with 7acob, repent with him, for though 
the Scripture doth not rehearſe his repenrance in particular, yet be- 
cauſe he is commended for taith, wee are ſure that he could nor bur 
repent for ſoknowne a fin, and {o I beſecch you doe you all that are 
guilty, and you alſo ſhall be pardoned. 

\ Andnow doe not embolden your ſelves to fin any of you by the 
abuſe of his example,tor you ſee into how great miſery this fault caſt 
him ; but rather learne by him to ſhun that which coſt him ſodcare. 


| 7acob had nota former example to terrifie him,as you have his; 1acob 


had not the Scripture (as you have) roterrific him : Let our hearts 

reſolve tobatea fin, and ſtrive againſt it the more, becauſe in others 

we may ſceour aptneſſe toit, And let us beware that we paſſe not 
over- 
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they have herein negleRed the checks of their owne conſciences : 
; \\ ce muſt not judge any man as an hypocrite, for any faulr thar 15 


"| Common to him,with laces. 

Further, 1:cob offended in regard of his mother, with an excefſe of 
odecience, for he was ruled by her againſt Gods Commandementr, | | 
(he bade him diflemble and lie, and by her faire words and perſwat- 


ons he was drawne to commit that great ſin of lying. Ir isancafic 
matter for lnferiours toodey their Governours carnally, not in the 
Lord, not with reſervation of their duty to God, but a little rooun- 
limitedly, which 18 a fault that muſt needs be very offenſive to God. 
Burt take heed of ehis 16 I beſeech you, it isa preferring of man be- 
fore God, and an act that doth exceeding highly diſhonour God ; 
[now ſtrive toworke ta your hearts ſuch an high eſteeme of God, that 
| vou may be re{olutenotro fin againſt him for the ſake of any man, 
;rhough never ſo much your Superiour, though never ſo much be- 
| loved. 
| But if you havedone otherwiſe, be not diſheartned, but returne 
unto God with confeſſions and humble petitions, renewing your for. 
mer purpoſes, and you ſhall be pardoned. For the Lord is at this 
time as abundant in mercy toall that call upon him, as tormerly hee 
was : Neitherletany man ſuffer himſelfe to enterraine too hard a 


| couceit againſt another whom he ſhall ſee to have been either over- 


intreated, or by threatenings over-borne, ro doe ſome evill thing ar 
a Superiours motion ; but conſider thine owne weakneſle , and re. 


| member, that even 7acob did fo too, and that when he was now paft a 


childe, for hewas at leaſt ſixty yeares when he did this, ſo that no 

part of the blame can fall on the weakneſſe of youth or childhood, 

But inreſpe& of bis children ſome faults he was guilty of. 

Firſt, he did exceſſively love 7oeph, and indiſcreetly manifeſt hrs 

love unto him, ſo that his brethren diſcerning it, were envioully dil- 
ſed to him, and procured him much miſery. 

This is a weakneſſe of Parents, not alone to overlave ſome childe 
above the reſt, but alſo to ſhew it too apparently, to the breeding of 
envy in the hearts of the reſt, and ſometimes pride and ſelf-conceir 
in him that findes himſelfeover-loved, and fo doth miſchicfe both 
wayes. 

Bc infiruged you Parents to moderate your affeions to your 
children, and toeachchilde, and ro moderate the demonſtrations of 
your affe&ions; let them net be tao vehement, too frequent, ro 
fondling, : 

I know it is invaine to givethisdiriction to Parents, for they will 
not ſce out of the blindnefle that love worketh,what is too vehement 

love, and what be too vehement expreſſions of it, and rules todiſcern 
it can hardly be given, For thoſe of nor ſparing them inany ſin, and 
the like, doe diſcover rather the unſanRity of love inorher — 
| k than 
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thanthe exccfle. Ir is alone a teſhiy, no7 a foriitaall love, when it 
Will ſuffer chem to fin, but it may be exceſſive, though it be not ex- | 
 rreamily carnall, Prayro Godto Gifcover it to you, and to reforme | 
tinyou; Iris berterto love too much than too little, But 7 75 vetter | 

ts ſhew love too !ittle,than to ſhew it too much, cipectally it 1t be with 

partiality. | 

Azaine, Jacob was ſomewhat tyed towards Benjamin, and would | 

' not futfer him to goc outro! his frghr, for feare Jett evill thould be. | 
| ride him by the way, and rather endurcd to be almoſt ſtarved, than to 
hazzard him ina journey, This was a little too immoderate love, 
and feare tO ; bur he had loſt one ſon 1n a journey, and he 1s ro bee 
{omewhat more pittied in this feare, becauſe of that former loſle, 
yet at laft he ſuffered himſelte to be over-perſwaded by 18445. In. 
decd at firit he was over-peremptory , «Ay ſon ſhall not gee downe : 
Take hced of thele faults, take heed of being fo fond and over. fcare- 
full of your children, ſo that you cannot ſufter them to take neceſia. 
ry journies leſt they may miſcarry : ard be not over-refolute in any 


thing, this I will not doe, that I will not doe, God may have pur. 


- 
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; over-ſerled ina purpoſe abour things of this nature, for againſt ſin- 
| full deeds a man muſt be reſolute, and it is better to faile of keeping 
| ones reſolution, than not to have ir, and that alſo ſtrong, 
| Further, Tacob was a little too wayward with his ſonnes, when he 
>1:med them for telling the Ruler of Zgypr, that he had yet ano- 
| ther ſon : we muſt beware of growing pettith, becaule we be croſſed | 
inany thing ſoas to accule the faultlefſe, bur in ſuch caſe rather | 
 looke up to Gods hand, and condemne not rhoſ(e that are guiltleſſe, | 
/2ving, itwas long of you, and why did you fo 2 when the thing fol. 
!Owed alone accidentally, and as we call it, by mcere chance gz ſo 
 that-no foreſight could diſcerneor prevent what would follow, 
| But 7acobover-lamented Zoſeph too, and {o becomes an cxample of 
| cxceffivencſle of griefe, which likely will attend upon exceſlive love. 
| One affection put ont of rune, brings another into the ſame diſtem- 
| per : O take heed of ſuffering rhis paſſion of over- grieving at a, 
| childes death, though ſudden and violent, or any other croſle to pre- 
vaile over you ſo, that you ſhalleven ſet your {Ives to grieve, and re- 
fuſe totake heartto your ſelves, ad uſe your owne reaſon tocom- 
fort your ſelves. 
| Thethrce laſt things concerning 7acob, are his benefits, croſles, 
and death, | 
| - Nowwe muſt ſpcake 6f the great benefits which God gave to 14- 
c6b, which are of two ſorts. | 

Eirſt, Spirituall, Secondly, Temporal. 

Tic fpirituall benefits are of two ſorts, 

1. The chicle and principall, 

2. Thoſethat followed hereupon, | / | 

Thel 
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| be be chicke {pirituall bieIing was lus, that he made him a godly 
hq . £1ving him cruz faith ſo that ke did unfainedly deleeve 10 God, 
and 31as aright godly and religious man, For it i5nored of him,that 
heel eved mn God, and was an heir ewiti 4braham of the {ame pro. 
3, D0U3 CONCEIMNINg the land of Canaan, as a Type, and heaven it 
clic, tt, ec hing g figured by the lard of Canaan; 30 Lacob WAS a [rue 
IELV; Fat Of God, and member of Chriſt, and :nbericourofſhi eaven. and 
{rom him the Church i5 many times calied by thename of [aceb and 
al, Ard this is the greateit good that can be found in this life, 
14 compariſon of which, all other benefits are of no value, and with 
vat which, other things are not ſuficient to make a man happy, 
though he ſhould poſlefle them in never fo great abundance; for 
what will it advantage a man to ivin the whole world, and loſe his 
owne {oule, 

Now therefore we mult learne moſt earneſtly to ſeeke this bene. 
fic which God 1s ready to give tous, as wellasro him, For Iacob was 
nor god!) ' by nature, nor by any power of his owne, bur by the free 
grace Ol fGod, and the mighty and ſaving worke of bis owne bleſſed 
Spirit, which Spirithe hath promiſed to all that aske, even as un 
doubtedly as any tender hearted Father will give food unto his hun- 
gry childe that ſhall crave it at his hands. 

Let no man bediſcouraged becauſe of the corruption and naugh- 
tineſſe of his nature, for theſame bad and depraved ature was found 
in Zacob that in bimſelfe, ſecing /xcoballowas a fon of 4412, by cor- 
rupt nature A childe of wrath, and heireot death as well as any other ; 
bur God did circumciſc his heart as well as his Heth, and made him 
 partaker of rhe divine nature, by which he prevailed againſt the cor- 
ruptions thatare in the world through luſt. W herefore ler each of 
us fake notice of hisowne wickednefle, and inability to make him- 
{elfe good, andofhis manifold fins, and inability to procure pardon 
ofthemts tohimſeife; and let him earne/tly call upon Gol ro worke 
true repentance. and unfained faith in him, and the Lord will gract- 
| ouſly worke theſe things in him, as well as in Jacot, and will pardon 
his fins, and ſanQifie his ſoule, andMake him an inhericour ofhis 
heavenly Kingdome. 

I beſcech you therefore, bury not your ſelves inthe world, and in 
[the ſtudy of earthly things, bur Seeke firſt the Kingdom of God, and bis 
righteouſarſſe, and labour to come 1nto the ſtare of grace by medira- 
ting on the Goſpell, ſeeing your miſery in your ſelves, and endea.- 
vouring torturne unto the Lord. 

Forinthe Church no man is left deſtitute of grace, but through 
bis own default inneglefting the great ſalvation that is therc offered 
unto him. 

Againe, thoſe to whom the Lord hath pleaſed ro ſhow the ſame 
goodneſſe, working inthem true faith, inabling them to beleeve in 


his mercy through Chrift, and to walke in his waycs with truth and 
uptivhrnefle 
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uprightneſſe ot heart, mult learne to ſhew themſelves exceeding 
thankfull ro God for this mercy, and ſtrive to take comtort in ir, and. 
to walke worthy of it, Bleſſe God with conſtant and daily bleſſings, 
that hath bleſſed thee with ſpirituall bleſhngs in Chriſt, and rejoyce | 
in the riches of that inheritance ro which chou art intereſſed and ! 
ſhalt poſſeſſe, whatſoever wants, affifions, croſſes rhou maiſt bee | 
exerciſed withall; yetbeglad inthe Lord,-and count thy ſelfc an 
happy man, becauſe the Lord hath granted thee that which may 
abundantly ſatisfie thy ſoule in the want of all outward things, and 
ſupport thee in all atflitions and miteries, and countervaile, and 
more then overweigh all manner of calamities, Zet mot the rich man 


—_— 


| rejoyce in his riches, wor the wiſe man in his wiſdome, nor the ſlrong man in 


his ſtrength, nor any man in any terrene thing he hath, but Zet him that 
rejoyceth, rejoyce in this, that he knoweth me ſaith the Lord, It is our duty 
tO raiſe upour hearts ſo, that noearth]y adverſity may coole or damp 
our prayers, and diſmay our hearts, and fill us with anguiſh and prief, 
and that no outward benefits may glut and ſatt our hearts, and turne 
us away from taking comfort in this true and everlaſting mercy. 

God hath made us his owne, given us faith, ſanftified us by his 
Spirir, united us to his Son, and cauſed us to ſee, beleeve, and em- 
brace his promiſes. Vhat though we want wealth, honour, plea- 
ſure,and theſe ſenſuall benefits > He hath given us Wheate, What 
though he feed us not with buskes > He bath given us Gold, Whar 
though he lade ns notwith dirt > Hee hath given us himſelfe, and 
his Son. What though he give us not the vanities of this life 2 Ir 
is ain fora godly man to be ouc of heart and comfortlefſe, becauſe 
of any other want, and any other crofſe, If God have granted you 
this chiefe benefir, glory in it, and thinke that you have gotten a 
good portion, though your eſtate in the world be never ſo low and 
poore; only be ſure that your faith bee true, by cauſing you toa- 
bound in thoſe fruits of it which we ſhewed you before, that it 
brought forth in /aces, 

Now I come to ſome leſle principall mercies flowing from this. 

Firſt, he gave him the privifedge of rhe firſt-borne, that Chriſt 
(ſhould come of him, and that the viſible Church ſhould continue in 
his poſterity : That part of the dignity of the primogenirure, to| 
have Chriſt the bleſſed ſeed come of him, cannor be beſtowed upon 
any of us : neither that, to havea great Nation flow from our loines : 
that ſhall be alſothe Church of God, and a Nation, in which true 
religion and piety ſhall becontinued.. But to have our children god- 
ly, and become members of the Church, that we muſt earneſtly de- 
ſireand ſeeke for, and that we may hope for and attaine, if we pray 
earneſt]y for it, and make our children as good as we can, by bringing 
them up in the truc knowledge and worſhipping of God, 

Further, 7acob had the bleſſing given him, 

Firſt, by his Fathers miſtake, when he rooke him for his eldeſt fo 

E[au, 
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| Eſau, to whom he intended the bleſſing ; rhen after by his Fathers 
witting and deliberate pronouncing it upon him, by the direQion 
of Gods Spirit, 
The former you may ſee pronounced upon him in Gereſis, where 
he ſaith, God giverhee of the dew of heaven, and after, God Almighty 
blefſe thee, and give thee the bleſſing of Abraham, This bleſſing 18 the 
| bettowing upon him all remporall benefits, ſo faras they are ſubor- 
dinate to his ſpiritaall : and then ſpirituall benefits, viz. all ſorts 
of graces by which he may be happily guided to the poſlefſion of 
lite eternall. 
This isan excellent mercy, tobe freed from the curſe of the Law, 
and to be made partaker of the bleſſing of 46raham , even that God 
; ſhall love one, rake care of him, and proſper him 1n all things hee 
| takes in hand, and conduct him ſafe ro heaven at the length : Sceke 
| this bleſſing of God, If you teare God and walke in his wayes, hee 
will blefle you, it you faithfully beleeve in Chriſt, and 1cft upon 
him alone, you (hall be blefſed , for Chriſt hath freed us from the 


' the Law, we arc under the curſe, but if we be of the faith of Abraham, 
' | we ſhall be bleſſed with taithfull 45rahams, as S. Paul tels us. La- 


: bour tobeleeve, labour ro goe our of your ſelves, and to ſtay alone 


upon the righteouſnee ot Chriſt by faith made yours, and then you 

ſhall inherite the bleſſing, and then you ſhall inherice the bleſkng, 
and then you ſhall recerve the promiſe of the Spirit through faith, 
then God will keep his Covenant of grace with you, pardon your 
fins, give you his Spirit, and make all worke together for good. 
Through faith wd patience you mnſ inherne the promiſes, and the bleſ- 
ſing which Eſa# was excluded trom, (though he would bave inherited 
| it,)becauſc he fought it 107 of God, bur of 1faac his Father, 

And you that have right unto Gods blefling, becauſe you are 
faithfull, rake comfort in it, and be thankfull for it. Gods bleſſing 
isarich thing, it is more than all honours, it is fruitfull of all com- 
forts; hethat is bleſſed of God ſhall want no good thing, ſhall have 
earth and heaven, and all things that his heart can defire. 
| Ifanyſay, but weſee that ſuch men meete with evill enough 1n 
the world >? 

' Theanſweris, that if we looke with the eye of fleſh alone, wee 
thinke that we ſee it ſo, but we thinke falſly, for if wee would look 

with theeyeof faith, we ſhould ſee it otherwiſe, for the bleſſing of 
| God cauſeth croſſes ro worke for our ſpiritual] good, for our 1n- 

creaſe of holineſſe and happineſle, and it is the efficacy of Gods 

| bleſſing, that it rurneth evil] things unto good for them ro whom 

| It is granted : as it is the efficacy of Gods curſe , that it turneth 

all good things ro hurt in them that lie under it. You may therefore 

| be aſſured you are under the blefling, whereof you may be aſſured, it 
 bya firme faith you cleave unto God. 

| H h ; Burt 
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curſe, and preparcd the bleſſing tor us, if we be under the workes of 
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| a. God did But further, the Lord did often appeare to cob to confirme and | 
[a 4 eſtabliſh his faith, and ro comfort his ſoule, and fill him full of ſpi- 
[-,4imcand |rituall joy and peace. 
«t blithI1> | Firſt, heappeared unto him when he was benighted in a deſolate 


EL. \, and ſolitary place, when hee fled from his brother, at:d gave him 
| | 


E- large and comfortable promiſes, that he would be his God, give that 
| land to him and his ſeed, multiply his feed as the duſt, and 1n his 
ſeed blefſeall Nations, and would keep him, and bring bim againe, 
and never leave till he bad fulfilled his good word, Doe but thinke | 
what a chearing this was to Jacobs heart in this exigent; that God 
' himſelf tooke care of him, and came to him in ſuch an excellent 
. vihon tocomfort him, 

Secondly, God appeared to him againe when he lived in Zabans 
| houſe, and received very hard meaſure from Laban about his wages, 
and gave him gracious promiſes to ſaſtaine his droopung ſpirit, bid- 
Gen,z1.31, ding himlooke on the Rammes leaping on the cattel ring.ſtreaked, 
and bade him returne home ro his Fathers houſe, promiſing him 
| - thathe would be with him : no doubt but though the grumbling 
of Laban, and the diſcurteous carriage of his ſonnes, as well as him- 
 ſelfe, did make the ſoule of 7acob fad and penſive, yet the viſions of 
| God cleared up his ſad countenance, and enlivened his drooping ſpi. 
:% rit againe, and made him able to take comfort, notwithſianding all 

| thoſe injuries, 
3- | Thirdly, Godappearcd againeunto him, after Zaban was depart- | 
vcn-32.!- edfromhim, cauſing an whole hoſt and army of Angels to attend 
him,making him know that he ſhould be ſafe enough in his Church, | 
| how weakly ſoever he ſeemed to goe provided : for theſe two hoſts 
| of immortall ſpirits would ſerve him againſt any rage of man, 
NE | - 6 4.900 God himſelfe appeared: to him a little before his 
| 6cn.32.24- , brother Eſau mct him, after he was informed of his comming , and 
| though he wraſtled with him, to try his faith, yer at laſt he bleſſed 
= him, and called him 7/rac/, and rold him, that He had power with God 
| 48 a Prince, andwith man too, and ſhould prevaile : How did this ghaſe 
| ; away all his feares, and fill his ſoule with confidence and joy ? 
5. | AtfitthtimeGod appeared unto him, and bleſſed him, and re- 
(-cn-35-9, | Newed the name of 7ſrae/ to him, and promiſed to multiply him, and 
give the land of Canaan to his ſeed afrer him. This alſo was agreat 
| | conſolation tohim, and confirmed him againſt the fearcs he concei- 
(1 ved, leſt che men of the Countrey might be inſenced againſt him for 
| the wick«dneſfle of his ſons. 
+ 3b | Yer a ſixth time God appeared unto him when he was about to 
Gen,4%1, | goedowneto Agyprt at his ſon 7oſephs ſending for him, and told him 
| | hewas$his God, bid himnort feare, told him he would make him a 
| great Nation, &c, as you may there reade, which was a moſt joyfull 
{ and comfortable thing unto the old mans ſoule. 
| Here now 1s a great favour, which God afforded to this =_ 
| [ man, 
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, man, he appeared to bim ottner than ever he had done to any of his 
| Forefathers, that ever we reade of. | 
by HH any lay, what is that tous, ro whom God uſeth not now to ap- 
 peare indreames and viſions, and like kindes of apparitions ? 
; Ianiwer, Iris much tous, and we mult confider whether God | 
| youchſate to appearc tous alſo, For now he appeareth more ſpiritu- 
ally, hut not lefſe comfortably to his ſervants, when we come to | 
| his Word and finde him there, in his Ordinances, confirming our 
faith, ctreagthening our ſoules ;now he appeareth tous, So when we | 
pom co his Sacrament, and by it teele an increaſe of faith, and in 
ward joyes, now we fee God. Soin meditations, and (oliloquies, © 
labour co carry your ſelves ſo, that you may ſee God in his Santua- 
'ry,as Davidſaith inthe Pſalme, and that your hearts may be filled | 
with {piricuall joy. Theſc ſpiricuall vifions are the comfortableſt 
\things in theworld, when we labour to walke humbly with God, 
[then will hee come to us, and thew himſclfe rous, as our Lord 
 promilech, and ſuppe with us, even make us to feele his favour in 
ſenſible manner. 
| AundiftGoddoeappeare tous ſo, you are to eſteeme highly of 
' his favour, and to ſtudy to requite his mercy by a more carcfull cn. 
 deavour to walke holily before, and with him. | 
| Laſtly, a great ſpirituall bleſſing ic was, that God heard his prays- | 5. 60d heard 
ers, when he prayed to him in his ſeverall neceſſicies, and that hee was | *'*?'*7*'*: 
able to prevaile with God, as you have heard before that he did, 
' That a poore meane worme ſhould have acceſſe unto the Throne of 
grace with confidence, and ſhould no ſooner aske any thing of God, 
but that the Lord opens his care and grants it, what a ſingular pri. 
viledge is it, and this is a mercy promiſed toall Saints. For ſo ſaith 
our Saviour, If my mords abide in you, and you abide in me, aske what you | 12hn 15.15: 
will and you ſhall haveit, And againe, S. /v/n telleth us, Thi & onr | r1chn5,14- 
| confidence , that whatſoever we acke according to his will, he hearth ws - | | 
Therefore let us keepe our intereſt into this mercy , by not ha- 
ving reſpe& to finne in our hearts, and by conſtant endeavour to | 
| walke holily before the Lord, And if we have fonnd, and doe finde | | 
| God favourable tous in this kinde, ſothar we loſe not our prayers 
' which wee make untohim, let us then comfort our ſelves 1n his 
| benefit, and be carefull ro yeeld as obedient an care to his word, 
' as hee doth yeeld a patienteare toour ſupplications, 
And now of I:cobs temporall benefits, | 
Firſt, he was bleſſed with a large eftate in the world, according to | 2. His tempos | 
bis profeſſion, being a Shepheard, his flocks did thrive, he had cat. ns 
tell and ſervants in abundance. God bleſſed him in Labavs boule, | 1:ge ctate, | 
and made all the ſtronger cattell to bring forth juſt ſuch kinde of 
| young as Laban had conſented to give bim for his wages; ſo that he | 
could not buc ſee a Divine hand, taking Labars goods, and giving | G<n.z1.9. 
them to him, as himſelfe noteth, 
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| | Ricbes are no great matter, butwhen God giveth chem as tok. ns of 
'his love aad tender reſped, they are defirable, Ler thoſe that enjoy 
them,be ſure that they come to them from God as fruits of his good. 
\neſle, orclſe the worſt men may be wealthier than rhe beſt, And 
ler thoſe that are upright with 7acob, learne to truſt God with their 
eſtate, and to know that what ſhall be good for them, ſhall be ſea- 
z, God delive-| 
red hum out 0! His death-bed ; The Angel that redeemed me fromallevill. 


| 
| 


' 
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him thre h a ; n 
wok iclve- | time God brought him ſafe to Pagan, and foreftrained the minde 


: 
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ebrom 44 | thers death ; and at the later time God ſo melted him, that hee 
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E Gunez1.4:, | bimſelfeſaith; but Godappeared to him, and rebuked him, thar 
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biran's vt the him in reſpect of that outragious murder and rapine committed up. 


5 
' 
: 
j 
; 
: 


| 
| 


: 
: 
D 
! 


| 


| him, as 1s noted by the Story, 


| 


| Heethatimproveth not ſuch'benefitsrotharend, loſett the moſt] 


fence, and if we bave found ſo mucli favour with God, as to reſcue 
| us out of ſuch dangers as ſeemed unpreventable, ler notusartribuee4 


| them, aſcribe them rohim, and learne thence'to feare, honour, and | 
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{onably provided for them. 
Secondly, God delivered him ont of all adverſity, as himſeltfe ſaith on 


His three greateſt dangers were firſt from Eſau, both when hee. 
went unto Padan Aram, and when hee retnrned ; at the former 


of Eſas, that then hee put off the thought of killing him, to his Fa- 


ſhewed himſelte exceeding kinde, and fell upon his neck and kiſſed 
him, inſtead of killing him, which hee had intended; and there- | 
{ore hee tels Eſaw , that hee had ſcene his face as the face of 


Laban purſued him too with a purpoſe to ſtrip him of all, and to 
ſend himempry home, and he had power in his hand to doe it, as 


he durſt not handle him amiſle, 
The Inhabirants of the Countrey were much inſenced againſt 


on the Sichemires, and by his Sons, in ſo much that 7acob feared 
much that they would purſue him, and cut him off: but God caſta} 
feare into their hearrs, ſo that they did not offer agy violence unto 


Theſe three great deliverances God vouchſafed 7:cob. O let us 
learnetoturne to God, and to walke before him 1n truth, and then 
we ſhall bave Godready to helpus inall our neceſſities, and ar thar 
time, and inthoſe exigents to provide for us meanes of eſcape by 
his providence, when our owne wit and ſtrength taileth'; as we. finde | 
him dealing with Jacob : What could he dot againſt Zſas, Laban, or 
the Inhabitants of the Countrey > Ler us-cleave ro God, that hee 
may be our Buckleralſo, and our ftrong Tower, and Rocke of de-| 


the deliverances toany other ſecondary cauſes, buteven ſee Godin 


praiſe him. Thoſe deliverances are indeed prefitable, that are cords| 


of kindnefſe to ric us-nearer to God. 


deſirable truir of them. | 
Further, 7acob had a large. off: ſpring of children, twelve ſons and: 
| ope daughter this is a favour ro give a man ſtore of children; of 


theſe] 
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theſe ſons all had wealth enough, 7o{eph was very religious in his 

youth, and Bezjamm clvilland orderly at leaſt, and at the end all of 
them turned home and became godly men. O happineſle, to have ſo 
many children, ſome good betune, all holy ar lait ! all proſperous 
in outward th11ngs, and one much advanced, 

Another mercy of God, was the providing of 7eph as a man be- 
fore co maintaine him and his family in Agypt, and bringing him 
to ſee 1oſeph, and enjoy bis preterment for ſeventeen yeares together, 

where he lived inas greata fulneſle of proſperity, and concluded his 
 dayesas happily as ever man did, living in /oſephs boſome as it were, 
ſeeing all his children godly and profperous, and feeling noconfide- 
rable adverſity, having 7osſephs oath allo ro bury him in Canaan, This 
'1s a ſingular favour of God, ro make ones old age proſperous, and to 
cauſe his eyes to ſee ſo much happineſſe as he canwiſh, when now he 


1s ready tO leave the world, Matke the righteous man in the Plalme, | 


(It is ſaid, The end of that man ts peace, Study righteouſneſle, that you 
| may inherite this bleſſing, and never threaten your ſclves how miſce- 
'rable you (hall be hereafter : God can provide wayes that you know 
'not,to make you ſate and comtortable beyond your thoughts, O be 
faithfull with him, and truſt 1n him, and feare nothing, So much 
for 1acsbs lite. 
Now forhis death, 
| Irwasa moſt ſcaſonable death, after a large time of life, a moſt 
 peaccable death in the mid(t of his Sonnes, a moſt religious death, 
 blefling them, and confirming their faith with his lait words ; a mot 
comfortable death, ſo ſoone as be had ended his blefling, he pulled 
up his legs and gave up the Ghoſt; and then he had alſoan bonou 
rableembalming and buriall, as art large is ſer downe in the Story, 
VV ho would nor wiſh ſuch a death > 
And yer more, after death he hath an honourable name on carth, 
and liveth in eternall glory in heaven, 
| Nowlerus imitate 7acobs vertues, and labour to be upright, and 
then notwirhſtanding many fins, we ſhall have at laſt eternall happi- 
neſſe, and ſo much happineſle in this world alfo as is needfull for us. 
Now wewill ſhew you what calamiries he ſuffered, for the people 
. of God muſt looke to ſuffer much tribulation in this world, as it 1s 
| foretold them, both becauſe their owne need requireth it, to make, 
and keep them good, and cauſe them to grow in goodnefle, as allo 
becauſe the Lord ſes it fie thus tomagnifie his power, juſtice, wil 
dome, and goodnefſe, in ſuſtaining and delivering them. His cha- 
' ſtiſements then were theſe. 
' Firſt, that his Father did not love him fo well as his brother, bur 
did manifeſtly prefer hunting Eſa» before him in his affeRions, and 
afforded him no great ſignes of love; bur this was ſomewhat mitiga- 
red, becauſe God inclined his mothers heart ro him, who at leaſt in 


this matter was better than her husband. 
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Now if it be the lot of any childe to be neglected of bis Parents, | 
ar to have irreligious brethren preferred before him, let him beare 
|it patiently, it was Jacobs lot, and let him not be diſcouraged from | 
|go0d wayes, for at laſt God may change his Parents hearts unto him, | 
[r could nor bur grieve 7acob, that his Father ſhould ſodifafteR him, 
as tOgiveaway the bleſſing trom him, Bur ler children co whom it 
befalleth, beare the crofle quierly,for it is cafie with God to make all 
end well. 
|, wwwher| Another crofle that befell him in his Fathers houſe, was this, his 
[Eos hated | brother Eſa# was bitter againſt him, and reſolved to kill him. A mi- 
1m, and ' | ſerable calamity to be hated of his owne brother, and to have his own 
hitr, brother, yea a twin, borne at the ſame time, to hate bim ſo ſharply, as 
to intend hisdeath. You muſt looke for ſuch a crofle, and beare it if 
| ie come, and bleſſe God it he have pleaſed to keep you from ſuffering 
'it; ſo that your brothers and kindred agree well with you, and ra- 
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ther ſhew you kindneſle. 
3. Heflcdin | Athird croſle, was his flight into Padan Aram, and being benight. 
roFades Cd inthe way, ina ſolirary and deſert place all alone, which yer was 
= 12. G6. | Mitigarcd by the coodrefle of God appearing to him in & dreame. 


' To be driven out of one Countrey, and forced to hard and ſolitary 
travel], and to meet with ſuch kinde of accidents, as benighting, and 
the like, be calamities; we muſt even prepare tor them, that we may 
| beare them without diſcouragement, as ſceing God in them, and 
conſidering that he 1s with us, when we want other company, 

4. Lahenhis | Nowin LZabans houſe he met with great crofles, 

Father int aw 1, His Father deccived him in his wife, ſubſtituting Leah in Rachels 
deccived him | 1 : a 

in his wife, | tead, then which, how could a man more beguile another, for by 
Gen.39, ' that ineanes hee was compelled to adde feven yeares ſervice more. 
2.1: hiswages' Againe, he ſought todeceive him in his wages, and changed ir 
; many times, being angry that God gave him ſo large and plentiful] 
arecompence; then be grumbled at him, and looked diſcurteoully 


b 


| upon him, as alſo did his ſons. * 

;. Purſucdnim And laſt of all he purſued him with an intention to take all from 
wich an 11en* hin, and there falfly accuſerth bim of ſtealing his gods. See here 
all trom him, from his Father in Law,and Vncle,moſt unjuſt and diſcurteous uſage: 
| you that have found at leaſtwith your neareſt friends juſt and kinde 
dealing acknowledge Gods goodnefle in it. The contrary would aft 
very {owre, letthisdrive you to moſt hearty and humble thankſgi- 
 ving. It ſhould be confeſſed a very great mercy to eſcape very great 
croſſes ; and if you pchaps meet with the ſame croſſes, be quiet, for 
| did not 7acob beare them, and why not you > Wee muſt not thinke, 
never manwas ſouſedas Iam, and by that counterfeir aggravation 
; Hatter our ſelves in our impaticncy, and make our ſelves beleeve wee 
bave cauſe to be diſturbed , bur rather informe our ſelues of that 
which fell ro other of Gods Saints, and fo bring our paſſions toa 


rcalorablecalmneſle, | - 
| Bot \ 
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But in his journey he was like to tall into a great danger, for his 
brother Eſas came againſt him with foure hundred ſouldiers, inrend 
ing to kill bum, and that aftrighted him exceeding much, but you ſec 
what cad God made, Learne to ſtand alwaies ready for death, and 
| yet alwaies confident in God, though you {ee not how toeſcape the 
| ſame; but now ſee his croſſes in bis children. 
| Firſt, Reuben detlowred his Concubine, Dizah his daughter was 
deflowred ; His ſonnes uſed fraud and deceit to couzen the Siche 
mites, and then moſt barbarous cruelty in killing all the men, and 
ſpoiling the women, children, and goods, and when he reproyed 
them for it, they made him a furly anſwer, $hallthey abuſe onr (iſter 25 
«Whore ? Then Rachel dyed inchildbed, or travel], then 7oſeph was 
ſold into Agypr, butas he thought, {laine, even 7oſeph his moſt belo. 
ved and towardly fon. After /»dah went from him, and his two ſons 
were naught, and himſclte defiled his daughter in Law, and had two 
1005 by ber. 

A great griefe and diſgrace to /acob , Then Simeon was detained 
in Agypt, and Benjamin muſt needs travel] downe, tothe great fearc 
and doubtof theold man : and this was the laſt of his croſſes ; fave 
that he lived in a grievous famine for two yeares, till he came downe 
to Xgypr, 

So have I briefly run over 1acebs miſcries, but they lay hard and 
heavy upon him. Of all which you muſt make theſc ules, 

Firſt, be thankfull for eſcaping the like, prepare tor them hereaf. 
ter, beare thoſe that doe come, patiently, And take heed of provo- 


i he recejvets, | 

| Fox the firſt, you have heard how many miſeries this godly man was 
exerciſed withall : Let me propound one queſtion unto you, T hioke 
| you that your ſelves have more wit than he had, or more goodnefle, 


will not be ſoover-conceited of your ſelves, as to affirme either of 
theſe things. 

Now if you be neither wiſer, nor godlier than he z how commerh 
it that you have ſo long lived in the world, and yet have not met with 
divers of thoſe croſſes that followed him 2 No, nor any in all your 
lives ſopinching or grievous, Sure if it be not robe attributed to 
your underſtanding, and piety (as it 1s not, 1} you doe indeed 2c. 
knowledge your ſelves to be not ſuperiour, orrather not equall unto 
Lecob therein, who yetdid meete with them ) then muſt you aſcribe 
the ſame to the wiſdome and goodneſſeof God, that hath diſpoſed 
of things ſo by his wakefull providence, as that ſuch miferies have 
not way-laid you, and ſeized upon you. Therefore yon muſt learne 
tobe humbly thankfull ro him, and praiſc his holy name, acknow- 
ledge his bountifulneſſe, graciouſneſſe, and rendernefle, that hath 


ſpared you from ſuch ſmarting ſtroakes, as theſe that terched __ 
| an 


king God, for he is not a fond Father, but Will ſcourge every ſon whom: | 


or more of both > I preſume I may make anſwer for vou, that you | 
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and teares as it were from good 1aceb, lo holy a man, It we be pre- 
ſerved from croſles that other men teele, wee begin to lite up our 
ſelves, ro commend and prefer our lelves above them that are heavier 
laden, and to flatter our ſelves, as if we were more loved of God than 
| they; thenour caſe is our bane, and it ſhewes that we have not grace 
to make a good uſe of eaſc; bur if we confeſle that we have del. rved 
as much and more, and had as little ability to ſhun them, only God 
rendering our weaknefle, hath uſed us with more clemency, and fo 
make this clemency an argument ot praifing him, and of being more 
carefull ropleaſe him, who would not ſtrike us, though he had borh 
provocation tromvis, and ability in himlelte, this is an holy uſe of 
the abſence of rhe croſle, 

Say then, waſt thou ever driven out of thine owne habitation, ro 
ſerve ina ftrange place, and an hard maſter that wronged thee, and 
uſed thee diſcurecouſly > Vaſt thou ever in danger to have all thy 
200ds taken from thee by an cnraged man, fſironger than thy ſelfe, 
and purſuing thee with a revengetullminde > nor waſt thou never in 
perill of thy life by arevengefull perſon armed with toure hundred 
ſouldicrs ? nor waſt thou never tormented with fceing thy ſonnes 
murderers, couzeners, and robbers > nor haſt thou nevcr loſt a deare 
childe, and rhought him flaine by a violentdeath 2? nor did never 
no ſon of thine commit inceſt with his mother in law > if nor, ſee 
how favourable God hath been to thee above 7acob, and praile, love, 
an honour him, and make his gentleneſſe an argument of turning 
and obeying ; for if thou compare tby fins with 7acobs, there need be 
no doubr, but that thine have been as great as his, and thy repentance 
as little, Bur it is our good, not our fins that God lookes to in cor. 
reing, as a Father correas nota little childe tor as great a fault, ſo 
' much as hedoth a ſtronger. 

Againe, learne to beare the crofles thou haſt, wich more patience 
and quietnefle of minde, by comparing them with Zacobs crofles, 
which have been more 1n number, and more weighty, and grievous. 

VWhy doth any of you my Brethren take the matter ſo heavily, 
that ſome childe of his is ſomewhat ſtubborne and ill diſpoſed 2 
V hen none of rhem have committed murder, inceſt, rapine, and 
ſuch fins as Jacobs ſons did commit. Vhy doc you make ſuch a ſtir 
at wrongs 2 VV hen none of you were ever fo purſued by any foe, as 14- 
| cobwas by his brother and Fatber in Law ; Why doe you take on {0 
for the ordinary and naturall death of a childe > ſecing none of you 
bath had ſuch a childe torne by wilde beaſts, or ſome other like vio- 
lence. as 1acob conceived Zoſeph to have miſcarried. Why doe you 
complaineot famine, and of want > VVhennone of you hath ſuffer: 
ed ſuch a famine as compelled him to ſend fo far as 7acob ſent to 
Aegyprt for Corne, which is thought to be not much leſſe than two. 
bundred miles :' Wecomplaine of caſe. If our ſo much lamented 
atHicaions were laid inthe batlance with /acobs,we ſhould finde them 

| very 


— ” 2 2 > DO EG—_. - OI IIS oo o_ TT —_— —— _— —— 


| 
— Wupiaps 
| about, and obſerving the burdens that are faſtened unto other inens 
ſhoulders, cauſeth us tO aggravate our owne ſo much in our owne 
| ComtcEIne, as tharby making chem ſeeme extraordinarily heavy, wee 
' even wilfully calt our ſelves inroexcefſive ſorrow thr then, 

Bac againe, you rhat are yet at cale, and have nor rafted any ſo 
; bitter a cup as Jacob did many, muſt bee periwaded to rake ſome 
' paines with your owne hearts, to make your ſelves thinke that ſome 
ſuch croſſes may betall you, and therefore to prepare for them by re- 
folving to beare them, and praying God ro fir you for them, and 
\fantihethem to you, 
Mans ſelt-loving minde is witling: to Hatter it ſcIfe with 99d 
| hopes, rather then to forewarne” it [c]te with wiſe warnings : Ol 


| hope 1 thall never {ce my children, my wite fonavghe, I ſhall never | | 


 finde {uch ill uſage, 1 hope, Come hither vaine man, and either 

give a good reaſon of thine hopes, or elle conteſle them tobe fruits 

of thine « xtreaine folly, and doring ſclf-love. 

; Hatch Godever promiſed thee, that no ſuch thing ſhould befal] 
thee F Lam ure thou canſt her no ſuch promiic. Haſtnor thou | 
deterved as much as 1acob, tobe ſeverely chaſtened of God ? I am! 

fo - thou oughreſt roſay yes. Doth not thy body, ſfoule, name,chil- 

;Cren,licabroad inas opena Sca,and as tempeſtnous > Here ; ufo thou 


cughteſt to lay yes, and therefore ſhouldelt alſo condemne theſe {11- | 


ken {oft hopes of chine, and ſay,VV ell, God mzy make me as atHlifed 
[as [acob, and therefore I will even expe the ſame, or as had ; - and if 
they come Iwill beare them all, feeing God and my il deſerving 
\intbem. Yonder is a very towardly boy, I love him dearely : what it I 
' ſhould heare he were torne of beaſts > Lord if it be thy will, ler ir 
not be ſo; bur if irbe, make me to beare it with quiernefle : and why 
ſhould l nor ſo ſtoope to thy will in every thing - yca I will doe it 
by thy grace. If thou ſay, I ſce many eſcape ſuch croſſes, 
I anſwer, and thou ſeeſt mai:y atHi&ed with them, and why maiſt 
not thou be amongſt the number of thoſe that ſuffer them, as well as 


Grew. Facob. Cu, P 2,6. | 


| very leg hr and trifling buſineſſes in compariſon, Waur of looking | 


of rhoſe that eſcape them. 
 Butlaſtly, take heed of making over-bold with Gods favour, as a | 
wanton childe, that preſumes he ſhall nor be whipr, and theretore 
cares not almoſt what wanton and evil prankes he playes, Doe you |} 

ot ſee here thar the Lord of heaven knowes how to whip his owne | 


love and gentleneſſe brings forth no better fruic in you than this, 
hat by preſuming of it, you are made more wicked, 
\Whcrefore "_ to thy ſelfe, if ſuch abominable fancies ariſe, 


hildrcn throughly and ro purpoſe > You have nor to deale with a | 
fooliſhly pitrifull Father, that cannot finde in his hearr ro heare his | 
hildren cry, and ſee them (mart and bleed, No, he can ſtrike, he can || 
ay it on ſoundly, he can make you roare, and cry, and bleed, hee can || 
doe it ; yea, and he will doe it too, if be finde that your conceit Ot his | 
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" |fooliſh man thatI am, doe I ſorequite the Lords kindnefſe > Doe 1 
| ut his clemency to this uſe > Did he not cut and wound 7acebs ſoul? 
| Did he not handle him roughly > even chough we never reade that 
| he didentertaine ſuch preſumpruous conceirs, How then will hee 
| | deale with me, if I doe fo exceedingly provoke him, by ſo exceed- 
| ingly abuſing his goodnefle > And fo frame to condemne and blame 
; thy wickedneſle in having ſuch motions, and pray to God to worke | 
| in thine heart a reverend aweof his Majeſtie, by making 
i his juſtice and anger ſo terrible to thee, as to | 
make fin abominable , that would | 
inſeace that wrath and | 
juſtice againſt thee, | 
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M® 27 Rom the Story of 7acob, T proceed to his Wives 
Ya and Children, and fo to other his contempora. 
} ries, Jacob had foure Wives. It was not his own 
9 lecking, thathis Wives grew to ſuch a number, 
\> forhewas painfull and laborious, and a chaſte 
$7 man, that would very contentedly have fatisficd 
35 himſelfe with one woman. But he was drawne in. 
rothis way of Polygamy by ſeverall occaſions, 
Now of his Wives, the true and lawtull Wife was Xache/, for ber 
he agreed, with her he eſpouſed himſelfe (as it 18 like, for we cannor 
thinke bur that after his Father had promiſed ro give her to him up- 
on ſeven yeares ſervice, he would acquaint ber with ir, and deſire her 
2ood will, and unleſſe he had attained it, the marriage would nor 
have proceeded, and been as it was, folemnly celebrated) to her hee 
bare ſingularaffeRion, and her alone he looked for. 
Now for Rachel, you know whoſe daughter ſhe was, vi-. Labans, 
the brother of Rebekkah , here Couſin-germans married without 
 (cruple; but no marvel, tor they made no queſtion of nearer matches. 


birth, 


A man might marry his Fathers daughter, his fiſter, as Abraham did 
| 


S1rah, A man might marry with two ſiſters, as Tacob did Rachel _ 
? Leeh, 
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Leah, The Lord had nor yet abridged the liberty of contracting ma- | 
| riage, as with any more remote, fo with them that were neareſt in 
blood and alliance. Thereforetheir examples muſt be no preſident 
- | forus1n this matter, | 
/ | But of Rach let us conſider after her Parentage , ber life and 
| death, and inher life : 1, Her faults. 2, Her vertues, 3, Her 
croſſes. 4. Herbencfits, and fo to her death. | 
Firſt then, her faults; She was a woman of great imperfections; 
theſe are plainly noted 1n her, | 
1. Shewwen- | Firſt, ſhe was envious towards her ſiſter, as you ſee Gey. 30. 1, Ir | 
{ny a vexed her not alone that ſhe had no children, bur that her ſiſter had : 
* 2 Envy isa fin much tobe blamed, you may ſec in this Example what | 
Crcat Vice? iris; fucha vexing, at anothers having what I have not, as doth 
| eſtrange my minde, agd work a degree of hatred towards the perſon | 
that hath it, 
| The firſt, and moſt remarkable example of this vice is found in 
| Cain, it ſhewes it ſelfe here againe in Rachel, Let us conſider what a 
loathſome vice it 1s, that we may the better ſhun ir, The Word of 
God hath given us frequent warning of it inblaming it ſo often, it 
ſhewes how aptweare to it, and how diligently we ſhould oppoſe ir, | 
Mark,7.22, | and preſerve our ſelves from tt, our Saviour is pleaſed to reckon it 
among the evill things that come out of the heart, and doe defile the 
man, and giveth it the name of anevill eyc, becauſe it ſhewes it ſelte 
preſently inthe eye and countenance, and cauſeth a dejeted coun- 
renance, and a vile looke towards the party envied, as it 1s ſeen in 
Cain and Saul, It isa paſhon that will not be kept in, but will bewray 
Rom,r,29, | it ſelfe in odde lookes and caſts of the eye, S. Paul reckons it up. 
among thoſe ſins wherewith the Gentiles were full, viz, of Exvy, 
murder, cc, and you ſee with what companions he joynes it,murder, 
debate, tor theſe indecd bethe fruirs that follow from it, as in Sas, 
Cain, and the Phariſces 1s evident, S.. Paw! alſo reckons it amongſt 
Gat,s.zr, | thenumber of the things which are fruits of the fleſh, and which he 
| - | that doth, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of heaven, envyings, muy- 
ders, where you ſee likewiſe how he fellows it with murders, as he had 
done before. In the ſame Epiſtle he forbids it, ſaying, Let #5 not bee 
covetors of vain-glory, proveking one another, enwvying one another, Saint 
Tames ſaith, that IV here envying and ſtrife is, there ts confuſion, and all 
manney of evill workes, Itis thought co have been one of the firſt ſins 
of the devill, For what could move him to ſceke the overthrow of 
our firſt Parents Adam and Eve, but together with an hatred of God 
£ from whom himſelfe had fallen, an evill affe tion rowards them that 
ſtood entire in that good eſtate, which himſelfe had loſt, vi. the fa- 
'vou. of God, and true happineſſe > Now this vice is injurious to 
God, to the party envyed, to theenviers ſclfe, and tothe ſocieties of 
| mankinde, 
EE -- | | Firſtro God,towhom it will not grant the freedome of diſpoſing 
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1, Her faults. 
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, his owne gitrs according to his owne good pleaſure, Envy againſt | 
him that cxcel us, carries with it by way of implication at lealt, and | 


ſometimes expreſly, blaming, condemning, muttering againkk him | , 
that hath granted to another what he hath denicd unto me, ' They | J 
murmured againſt the houſholder in the parable, that were troubled | | 
to ſce thole of theeleventh houre to have e£quall wages wich them at TD 5 
the firſt, | | 
Now what an audaciouſneſle is this in the creatures, to {et rules | | 
tothe Creator 2 and to binde him, that he ſhall nor ſhew himlclfe | $i 


more bountifull ro another than ro ones ſelfe. Are not we diſcon- ; 
rented, it one childe/grudge decaule another hath a bigger or better | | 


, 


thing than himfelte > We cannortendure that our infer:ours ſhould 


ſet lawes tous, and appoint us what to give to others, what to them : | | {* 
We mult know our lelves to forget our ſelves much if we will pre- | | 
ſcribeto God, and it ts nothing elſe but a very preſcribing to God, | \ 
when we take occafion trom his bounty to repine, For it it bewel]| 
: done, why are we vexed 2 It nor, upon whom 1s the blame laid 2 þ 


Further, it is a wrong to the party envved, for it is to meaſure ſuch | 
meaſure to him, as we would not have meaſured toour ſelves by ano- | l 
ther. Whodoth not blame another for vexing at his proſpericy, and | d | 
for having a grudge againſt him becauſe God hath done him good > | '% 
Would we not that all ſhould rather love us, rcſpe& us more, and 6 
rejoycewithus > Therefore we doe 1njury to our neighbour, in do | 1 
ing what we would not have done to our {elves : The envious wrong ; 
eth himſelfe both becauſe he doth vexe and eate out his owne heart 
| tono purpoſe (for neither ſhall another proſper lefſe, nor he more, 
| becau'c of ſuch his inordinate diftempers) a« alſo becauſe he makes 
| bimſelfe lie open to moſt grievous fins of detraQing, ſlandering. and 

practiſing all injuries, yea, and murder at the laſt, He is inthe high 

' way that will lead hin to many fins, yea, to the ſhedding of inno 

| cent blood, that entertaincth this diabolicall humour of envy. And 

| he wrongeth the whole ſociety , becauſe he is diſtempered ac that ow 
which maketh for the common good, even the diſtribution of Gods 7 
gifts diffcrently as himſclfe ſees fir, and inthathe is broody of quar- ' 
rels, which all hinder the common weltare of the places where they 

| be. Beſides, this is a fruit of pride and uncharitablenc ſe, and mul 'Y 
' needs be hatefull ro God, who loves only the humble and charita- 1 
ble. Envy is avice, unto the making of which many vices concurre: 
| Ignorance, folly, pride, uncharitableneſle, (elf-love, and the like : Ir 
isavice which bringeth forth many other vices, contention, ftrite, 
 {wellings, tumults, whiſperings, back-bitings, murders and all evil] 
deeds. Therefore let us finde it out, and chaſe it away : You ſhal! | 
eaſily perceivethat it is a weed which growes in our corrupt nature, 


| How ſoon doe children begin to ſhew it > how doth ir grow ſtronger y 
by continuance, increaſing in ſtrength as the body increaſerh > yea | [ 
| how doth it live inold men too, and vexe them alſo that ſhould have ; 
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more underſtauding 2? as experience (heweth. Indeed the cIder can 
aſe more craft to hide'tt, but many times they have no more wildome 
to ſubdue it than the younger, 

' Ipray you findeit outeach one in himſclte, and fight againſt ir, 
'as one of the moſt loathlſome truirs ot che fleſh. And ſtrive you to 
'getſucha meaſure of humility and charity, as may not alone pre. 


lerve you from this vice, bur make you rejoyce with them that re. | 


Joyce, and turne the proſperity of others into matter of gladgeſle, 


even then when your {elves want it : Happy 1s he that partakes in | 


every mans happincſle, It is in a mans powcr to taſte ſome of the 


ſwcetc of every mans cſtare, and toheale his wounds by a medicine | 


made of comtortabke rejoycing in their ſour:dneſle, Why ſhould 
we nor make our ſelves merry at things, rathcr than ſad and difcon- 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


i 
' 


s 


tented > If we wereſowiſe and godly as to ſecke and deſire Gods | 


olory as our maine end, then we (hould rcjoyce at all thoſe things 
which conduced tothat end, and ſo doe the benefits beſtowed upon 


our brethren, as well as thoſe that our ſelves enjoy. Ifwee could bee | 


lovers of the common good, and defirers of the publike welfare, 
why the benefics of others further that, and therefore ſhould alſo 
glad us. Mankinde was encreaſcd, the power of God in turniſhing 
the world demonſtrated by Leahs oft- ſpring, as wellas if Rache! had 
conceived two, and ſhee two; bewe therefore lovers of Gods glory, 
and lovers of the common good, and we ſhall not be envious, This 
vice ſometimes ſeckes a reaſon to hide its unrealonableneſſe, by 
conceiting that anothers having ſuch things hinders himſclte, and 
{0 it may fall out in ſome caſes; as when two ſtand in competition 
- forthe ſame thing : but this 15 no wrong though it be a damage, and 
therefore ſhould nor produce any grudge. For ſeeing but one can | 
 havethe thing, and he hath it; 1s it juſt robee offended with him, 
.. that hath done no more to my ſelf, than I would have done to him 2? 
even preferred himſelte before me : Wherefore ſee that you give 
not place to this wicked vice, but learne fo to love your neighbours 
as your ſelves, that you may rejoyce in their proſperity as in your 
owne : But let us every man prepare bimſelfe ro meete with this 
tcl] monſter of envy, that if it encounter us, yet we may not be thruſt 
into diftempers by it, It is not in any mans power to hinder the ma- 
1icious and malignant natures of other men from ſhewing it ſelfe, 
but ro be quiet, mide, and patient towards him that envies a man, 
that his wifdome and charity ſhould inable him to performe for is 
It aot common to all good things, to come attended with envy ? 
Was not Chriſt envied z Was not Pas/ > Have not the beſt been ? 

; Yea, wee muſt endure cnvy even from our neareſt kindred, The 
>rother muſt bee prepared to ſuffer the envy of the brother, the 


—_ 


(iter of the ſiſter, and muſt bee able co hold their ſpirits in| 


>| ſuch order , that they may not lefle love one that cnvies them, 


| which yet 15 hard to love thoſe that uſe us ill. For by how} 
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110CÞ Ctvy proveth more implacable than other kindes of grudges, 
by 10 much carnall reaſon will bid us ro bee more apt unto it; 
bur Gods Spirit trames men ta a gentle carriage, Pray God bl 
maze you Ot fuch a temper, that you may bee able to ſhew | 
Lindnctle even tohim rhat enyies you. | 
[ come to another tault of Rache!s, ſhee was paſſionate and ſnap- | >» | 
pith towards her husband 7acob, and in a tume ſhee quarrels |. wr 
with him tor not having chuldren, as if it were his fault that her | bad Laces, 
{cltc was barren, | 
Ic is a great fault in a wite to bee angry and finde faule with 
the kusband without due caulc, and to lay blame upon him 
when hee dclerveth it not, as did: Sarah upon Abraham, It is 
contrary to tbe reverence, obedience, and love which they owe 
ro their husbands : 1t is a meanes of eſtranging the husbands 
heart, by putting him into frequent fits of anger. | 
You wives bee {orrowtull it you have in ſuch a caſe over-ſhot | 
your ſelves, and now labour for ſo much diſcretion and mecke-. | 
nefſe of wiſdome that may preſerve your tongues from ſpeaking 
paſſionately and unadviſfedly to thoſe whom the Lord commands 
you to feare, What a tond ſpeech was Rachels ? Give me children, 
Beware that anger doe not fill your mouthes with fooliſh words. 
Ani if this bee a fault in your Wives, good men, know it is a 
great fault in your ſelves, in whom more wiſdome is required. | 
Nouriſh peace berwixt your ſelves, your yoake-fellows , and 
ſhunne angry and brawling words, that breede ſuch a koare of | 
' unkindnefie as ſometimes runs forth 1nto alienation, and perpetual! | 
jarring. 
But Rachel was diſcontented, ſo that ſhee would die if ſhee 
had no children : ſhee doth not meane that ſhee would kill her 
ſelfe. | | 
Wee muſt not put the worſt ſence, no not upon cholericke 
ſpecches ; but the meanerh that ſhee thought her ſelfe no ber. | 
ter than dead, that ſhee ſhould not enjoy her lite, that itwould 
doe her no goud , that ſhee wiſhed her fſelte rather dead than 
alive, This (hee meaneth, and this is bad enough, O what a 
mixture of pride and folly is it, to wiſh ones ſe]}fe dead for fo 
ſmall croſſes as this , that one hath continued a little while 
barren ? 
' Gond men have beene over-taken with ſuch clotdes of diſcon. 
tent as have made them deſire death, but to bee weary of life | 
| becauſe one hath nota childe, I meete not with ſuch impatiency 
any where, but in Rachel, | 
| Take heed to your ſelves, that no croſſes, no not the greateſt, draw 
ſuch diſtempers into your mindes, as ro make you weary ot lite , 
| but be much more aſhamed ifa ſmall thing hath chus pur you our. 


Tris true, that many times this laviſh talke of YYould I were dead,is 
ES - from | 
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from the teeth alone. If death ſhould offer it ſelfe at t that t inſtant, 
they would finde ſome other imployment tor him, than to take then 
'Our ofthe world, butto be ſo tull ot diſcontent and VEXation as to 


* \ZIve vent tO fuck: words, whether they ſeriouſly meane them or nor, 


is a proofe ofa man that doth not weigh things rightly in his minde, 
| Rachel had a good husband, ſhe had Itkehhood of a good c{tatc, and 
'\now lived abundantly, thee had the love of hcr husband , ſhee had 
| health, What, and was not the fruition of all theſe able to make 
| [ite {ſweet co her, bur ſhe muſt die if ſhe had nota childe > Did wee 
not forget or dif eſteem the favours God hath ſhewed us , wee could 


| never be put ſo far ont of taſte as it were, that want of one benefir 
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a. Shemakes | 


God a partner | 
With h-r fond 
pailions, 


| 


ſhould 1mbitter it felfe, But envy doth lo rot the bones, that no eaſc 
' can be felt of him that hath ſuffered that {icknefle to breed and grow 
| ſtrong '!nhim; Yea, ſee how all Hamans honour contented bim nO- 
ching, ſo loug as Mordecai was an eye-fore to him, Piay God to 
keep you from ſuch diſordered paſſions, and greatly bewaile them 
whcn you meet with them, 

Burt (ce another folly of Rache/s. Shee brings her maid ſervant to 
her husband, and he mult rake her tor his Concubii ne, to fee it ſhec 
might be made a kinde of foſter-mother by her, 

Fond Riche! | was not Leah nearer to thee than Bilhah ? Couldeſi 
thou not have eſteemed thy ſiſters childrenthine owne, as well as thy 
bond maids > Herewere two faults, 

Firſt, ſhe prefſed her husband to Polygamy; but that was a fault 

of meere ignorance, let ir be paſſed by. 

- Thenextwas, that ſhe would feed her ſelfe with a fancy, that they 
ſhould be hor children which B1/hah (hould beare, and not that Leah 
' had borne . 

Nature made Zeah deare to her, the ont was of no ſuch 
kindred : but ſhe forgets narure, nd lets tancy over-rule, ſhee had 


| raken ſuch a conceir againſt her ſiſter, that ſhe was deſirous any WO- 


'm2N thould have children bytheir common husband, rather thay ſhe. | 


, Letus (ee ſuch tollies in our ſelves, that fancy rules us againſt all 


reaſon, and thatwe ſometimes take fuch a ſtirch and ſpleene again(! | 


thoſe whom nature hath ryed to us, that of all other we are leffe plea- 

ledwith their proſperity, and moſt eſtranged trom them. And Jet 
| us beware that we doe not diſcover ſuch ſencelefſe and abſurd 1m- 
' preſions 0” minde. 

And ſce her folly yet further, when B:1hah had Dan, then ſhee will 
neecs make God an approver of their folly, God hath judged : as 1f ſhe 
had grear wrong before, and now God had righted it 1n giving bera 
| {on : Why, ſhe might bave accounted that God had given her a 
ſn when as Or Indah was borne, as well as Dan ? Bur ſhee will 
needs make God partner with her fond paſſions. Wee are apt tO 
wrong God in miſinterpreting the as of his providence, as if hee 


thewcd his love unto us in that wherein his Majeſty intended no 
ſuch 


po 2 
— 


— 
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ſuch matter, Whar 15 1t ro judge 2 that ſhe ſhould ſay, God bad 
jadged her. For iy part I can ſce no ſence 1n her words, why 
'th's ſhould bee counted an at of Golds judging, No man had 
wronged her before, ſhewas never a whit better now than before, 
n0 whit leffe barren, But fuch 1s our foolifh (elf-love, that wee 
,will nceds threape kindnefſe upon God ſometimes beyond Is 
liking , take heed of this faulr, it isa fruic of at overmeane con 
ceicot God, when we will cauſe him to be a fervant to our Juits, and 
unreaſonable fancies, 

Bur after the ſecond childe the 1s more toolith, and then ſhetr:. 
 UmpHs, With wraſt linzs of Go: 1h, we [ wra ft ed with My {1ſter, and I have 
prevailed : And fo the boyes name mu i needs be Nep/1thal;, She in- 
ſults over her fifter, as for a notable victory, bucaule the hal won her 
 husband fo far, as robe. 2et children ot her handmaide, Why taith 
ſhe thar ſhe had wraſtled with her filter > Did Lea/ binder her from 
children > Was itbecauſe of Licobs doting on Leah, that Rachel con- 
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band to beget 


ceived not > Surethe Holy Ghoſt rels us that his over-loving of her, | 


' and deſpiting of her filter cauled God to humble her wich bar- 
'renneſle, 


' Sofooliſhisa man, that he oiren triumphs ina thing as a great | 


matter, which 1s nothing at all, and rhinkes he hath gorren a victory, | 
when he hath rather gotten a blor, as we [ce here in Rachel, Letus' 


 moderateour joycs, and take h. ed of infulting in a thing that hath 
ſhewed our folly, and elſe nothing advantagcd us, 

Now another weaknefle is, thar ſhe was ſo carneſtly deſirous of 
| Reubens Mandrakes. [conſent to them that thinke theſe Mandrakes 
| to have been nothing el{c but goodly flowers, which Rexben, who was 
now ſome fix or ſeven yeares old, had pathercd i in the fields, or whc- 
ther they were ſome pleaſant fruit or nor, I cannot ecll; the word 1g 
nifies Lovelintſſes, ſuch things as were lovely. But that Rachel had 
ſuch an appetite tothem, as the muſt needs have ſome of them, ir 
' ſhews that ſhe was awoman given to0 much to her fancy and appe- 
rite. If in caſe of breeding children, and weaknefſe of body, fome 

| diſtempers follow, it 15 a miſery, but ic wants not a ſpice of finne 
; too, when by yeelding overmuch to the eye, a man is ſo enfla. 

ved to his eye, that he muſt have every fine thing he fees. Rachel 
is the copy ofa tond woman ; all you cood women lee her follies to 
avoid them, 

But the worſt and laſt fault is, ſhe ſtole her Fathers Idols and con- 
| cealed them with diſſembling and falſe excuſes, Shee had beene 
witc to Jacob for twenty yeares ſpace, ſhe had called upon God tor 
a childe, and he had given her a ſon , ſhe had ſhewed ſome faith in 
him, by calling the ſon 7oſeph, profeſſing her hope of having yer 
another ſon. Either we muſt throw an imputation of great care- 
leſnefſe upon 1acob if hee taught her nor the true God, and his 


true worſhip , or elſe upon her ,. that after ſo long time of 
Ii 3 teaching 
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that ſhe might have done without the trouble of carrying them fo 


ito the Idols of hcr Father. Bur let us rather thinke that 1-cob had 


| forſakethe veſſell ; and let us ſtrive to bring our children rather into 
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| reaching had not gotten ber out of thoſe Idolatrous fancies, but | 
mutt even fteale away with her her Fathers Idols, it was nor Jone 
cut of deteltation of Idalatry, to free her Fathers houſe from them, 


far, the might have burnt them, or otherwiſe deſtroyed them ſure 
[enough : but I conceive (he did it our of a fuperktitious conceit of 
ſome goodnefle in the gods, or in thoſe pictures of gods, The word 
\ Fgnifies Images of men, and they were belike little Images, elle ſhee 
[doald not have converghed them ſo quickly, and {9 {ecretly, but that 
| they would have been knowne, Ir 1s much adoe to weare ſuperſtirt- 
on out of the heart of one thar hath beep ſuperſtirtiouſly brought up. 

This is the firſt place that 1 remember in which theſe Idols arc 
mentioned, but Rachel had ſodrunke in the opinion of their being ſa- 
cred, that the could nor lay it aſide. It is no caſte matter to leave 
' ſuch falſhoods in points © religion, as have prevailed in the places, 
and among the perſons with whom ones ſelfe was trained up, Wee 
' (hould bleflc God that hath granted us education 1n the true rc- 
| ligion, 
' And ſecondly, we muſt even pitty them, that have been ſuperfti- 
tiouſly educated. They may have ſome gond thing in them, though 
'they cannot ſhake off thoſe miſconceits, but hanker too much atcer 
| their Images, I would be loath toſay, and I thinke ſowould any of 
you, that Rachel had no true piety in ber, becauſe ſhe ſtood fo affe Red 


| 
{ 
| 
| 


— 


— 


 broughe her to ſome knowledgeof the true God, though the old 
| ſmell of that falſhood wherewith ſhe was firſt ſeaſoned, would not 


 adereſtation of ſuch graven lmages, for ſurc the Lord can ſpeake of 
; nothing more conremptibly, And Images made now to repreſent 
the true God, muſt necds. be as Joathſome as Aarons and [eroboams 
; Calves, which were intended to repreſent the true God, and nora | 
falſe. Butſhe uſed diſſembling, and coſcnage to cover her fa, as 
the Story tells, hiding them in the Camels litter, and then fitting 
' upon them, and craving pardon of her Father for not riſing vp to 
bm, pretending, that the cuſtome of women was upon her , whe- 
; ther this were true or not, yet (the difſembled, for that was not the 
| cauſe of her not riſing, but alone the care ſhe had to keepe the Idols 
; ſecret, clfe ſhe would bave riſen well crough. You fee that com- 
' mitting ofevill drawes mennn to mnre fin, ro hideand conceale that 
which they have already committed, as it did 7acob, and David, and 
others, becauſe feare of ſhame or danger diſturberh the minde, and 
turneth away the thoughts from conſidering the miſchief of finning, 
| Therefore let us all rake heed of entring into the path ofevill, for it 
| we be once in, no man can tel] what lying, difſembling, and other 

evils the devill will draw us jnto by meanes of that fin. He intangles 


himſelfe as a ſheepe inthe bryers, that run into aby grofle or ne 
full] 


—— 


Cx EN. Facobs Iives. 
Re —————_ 
tall (10, and he can hardly come off with one wound alone. And if 
you have thus covered {in with fin, bewaile it as a great fault, bur 
yet take heart tO repent, and rurne to God for favour, for it is nonery 
thing with God to forgive ſuch treſpaſles, only doe not embo!den 
your ſelves of purpoſe to fin, becauſe you know how to concealc it, 
and Rope to keepe it cloſe, for then ſhall the ſame become a pre 
ſumptuous (in, and fo much more hardly pardoned, 
| Thaveſhewed you Racvels faults, Her good deeds be but few, yer 
| fome : 

Firſt, ſhe was one of her Fathers ſheep. keepers, an did not dif. 
' daine rodrive them to the water, at leaſt when the Shepheards were 


Cua 30, 


——— o——dt— ot 


otherwiſe imployed, So it is a commendable thing in a young | 


Her yertues. 


1. She w-3 onc 
| 01 hr Fathirs 
theep keepers. 


' maide, to be ready to take paines, anddoe ſervice in domeſtical! bu. | 


 hneflles, ſuch as accord to her Fathers ſtate. Bur an idle, coy, finiſh 
; maide is ſomuch the more diſdained of wiſe perions, by how much 
| ſhe doth more diſdaine labour in any profitable buſineſſe for which 
| God did make men. 


Further, Rachel ar laſt ſaw God in her barrenneſle, and fell to pray. 


inour wants of any good thing, by it tobe drawne to God in fervent 
prayers. Then be they graciouſly ſupplyed, when our need of them 
| makes us ſupplicate to his bounty : Rachel got nothing by chafing, 
\envying, or giving her maide to her husband, all that rimc rhe womb 
1s not opened; but when ſhe remembred God, God remembred her ; 


cr; for it is ſaid, God hearkenea to her, and opened hey wombe, This gives: 
us ſome hope that ſhe was humbled, and ſought God, which is good | 1rtufi,andiell 


2. Shee (ww 
God in TD r 
Harrenn:. {ic 


ro pri) or, 


| and when ſhe prayed, he hearkened and gave her a ſon, Letus in all 
| our neceſſities make all the haſt we can to this remedy, comfort and 
| ourrhis, They be our prayers that muſt ſanRifie other meanes, and 

procure Gods co-operation with them for our good ſucceſſe, cos 
was Rachcls husband before, bur prayer had not made her fruitfall cill 
now, God is the ruler of all things, learne to call upon him and truſi 
in him; Hecanremove any croſle, as well as barrenneſſe, 


deliverance will never come halfe ſo happily by other meancs with. | 


| 


3, She deſired 


Againc, it was a good thing in her to deſire children, and when 
ſhe had one, to ſee God, and bleſſe him, and ſay, God hath taken away 
my reproach, W hen we have gotten things by prayer, we muſt alfo' 
ſee God inthem, and give him thankes; yea ſhe ſaith, God will 7:0 | 
me yet avother ſoy, the thankfull receiving of one benefit, may aſſure 
us of another, God will adde to mercies, if we rake notice of his good-. 
nefle after we have called upon him in hearing our requeft. Every 
benefit gotren by prayer, may and ſhould becalled a 79ſeps. 

Another good thing was, that ber envy to her ſiſter did not fo pre- 
 vaiſewith her, butthar ſhe would aske her for her ſons Mandrakes. 

Though the humour ofenvy was ſharpe in her, yer it may ſeeme 
to have waxed a little milder after a while, and ſhe could both re- 


children, ard 
when ſhe had 
One, beiled 
Gud torhim, 


4. She reque* 

{td 1 kindneſs 
from her fiſter 
(for all her en» 
vy ) and retur= 


ned 2 kindneſs 


queſt a kindneſle from her, and returne a kindnefle to her, Let us 
| looke 


| 


to her; 


— 4 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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BAL 'ooke that envy doe not Continue in its height, ſo as ſometimes it 
[doith, to make us grow bitter enemies. And { i e did well in 2ranting | 
19 Tacobs motion to returne into Canaan, for a wite is to forſake Fa- 
ther, and Mother, and cleave to her husband. Shee ſhall doe fſarre. 
amilſe thar pre! ers not her busband before her Parents, and goes nor 
ith him rather than tarries with them, | 
She prefer | $0 you have what 1s good and bad in her; now looke upon her 
red herluſ-. | Crofles , wecan finde but | few, and onewhich at laſt too was remo- 
4040 gy Bi ved, ſhe was barren : This barrennefſe God ſent of purpoſe to keepe 
+ ex rolls, | her downe, becauſe ſhe ſhould nor too much tIcight her ſiſter; but 
1. She was | ſhe madc this a great Crofle, though ic be no great one in it ſelfe 
=P] * you ſee that barrennefle is a croſle, and to ſome people a great croſle, 
ET | yecauſe of their earneſt deſire of iſſue on ſome or other conſiderati- 
| jon. Bur it is necdfull that Gol tame and humble us with ſme or 
other croſſes, andceither make them great, or make ule of our folly to 
| our further humbling, by giving us Over tO Our {elvcs, to make them 
reat chatelſewould not be ſo, Wee muſt pray Gol to ſandifie 
croſſes, and then we ſhall never repent of them whenthey be paſt : 
many a man hath repented tor other things, but ſanQified croſſes 
were rand og bewailed atiterwards, Perhaps one may eſtceme it a 
crofſe t that (hewas faine to leave her Fathers houſe, but indeed that 
was a benefit, for by that mcanes ſhe was quite (we hope) freed from 
the Idolatry of her Fathers houſe, trom which, ſo long as ſhe lived 
there, ſhe was not quite purged, 
> B-r i Bur her croſſesthat ſhe felt with her husband in re{peZ of her 
ens carrioge | Childrens ill carriage were heavy; for a good woman cannot bee 
———- wasſil, .* \e nceleſſe of her husbands ſorrows, only death ſhut up her eyes from 
| Y | bcholding that crofle which in likelihood would have killed her 
| © +-| | onite, ſcerng it went ſoneare to cob ; ſhe was dead afore 7oſeph was 
| rakn away from them, 
|Herben-frs, |! Buther benefits were common benches of health, ſtrength, main. 
beat. ft cb | tenance, and the like, and ſhe had beauty, and her busbands love, 
miners | and after her prayers were heard, ard a fon given her, and it pleaſed 
ke: huchands | God to hide her fault which ſhe committed in ſtealing her Fathers 
* | oreher priy- | Idols, which if it had come to light, would have much provoked her 
key Fathcrs anger, and her husbands, Ve muſt obſerve even ſuch mer. 
| fat hidden, } Ces, IO be thankfull ro God that hath not deal with us after our 
_—_—_ | TED. ' fins, And wee hope that (hee was a godly woman too, becauſe ſhee | 
| | bed © prayed to God ; and it is ſaid, God remembred herand heard her : 
| Objeted, | burherdeath was an heavy Jeath, ſhe dved in childbed, or in travel], 
| | | and tooke it heavily, calling her ſon, T he ſon of her ſorrows, whom at- 
- | ter Lacob called The ſon of his right hand; Women with childe ſhould 
| | even prepare for death, they paſſe through the danger of it. And me 
| chinkes, notwithſtanding whatſoever hath been to the contrary, de- 
| | | [ivering our of childbed-perils ts a mercy that may well be acknow- 


| | 'edyed w ich a publique and ſolemne giving of thankes, and a feaſt. 
| The 
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Liz Tacobs Wryes. CGiap. 30. | IO5 

i be equity of lewith ceremovies remaining, though the ceremonies 
be aboliſhed, and though there be no legall uncleanneſle, yet there 15 
a reall danger eſcaped, anda reall benefit attained , and that ſhould | 
| (me thinks) crave anacknowledgemenr. 

{ It you would learne,that all things are pure unto the pure, you 
wou'd rot bee hindred trom fo goodia ſervice by any ſcrople or 
abule, 

| But] amatiraid niggardlinefſe hath as great a hand in breaking of 
ſuch tealts,as any thing elſe. Vhether you feaſt ornor,be ic at your 
| Choite ; bur mce thipks,againe | repeat ir, fafe eſcaping the d_nger 
| that rooke away Rachel, may well call tor even a publicke and thaik- 
| fail acknowledgement, | 

| Somuchot Kachel,whom we leaveby her husband ſolemnly inter- 
red unner a monument eret*d upon her grave, which kept her name 
up long, and occaſioned the calling of all the mothers dwellivg | 
; thereabours by her name, VV hen it is ſaid, Rachel! weeping for her ch1l- | 

| drenb: cavſe they were Or, 

| Now of Leah, ſhewas a wiſe of 1aco6s,the firſt he had given,though 
'not promiſed, 


1 


| ; | cre 
' patient and loving to her husband, fomewhat quiet to her envious | ——— 
| {i{ter, and thankfull to God (or her children , though her husband | low geo hes 


| loved her leſfe than was meer, yet we read of no brawles either with | 5" _ 
| him orher ſiſter, She entertained him very lovingly when he came Goin 
| home from ficld,and (he had hired him of her {iſter. She conſented 
al{orogoe with him into Canaln, ſhe was defirous of children, and 
had many ; but a fault or two ſhe {hipped 1n. 
Firtt,ſhe went to bed to her ſiſters husband at her fathers perſua- | Her fan's 
fon,which the ought not to have done, In him that chought the was | 1/7}, 1 
Rachel,there was no finne; in her that knew (he was not Rachel it was 2 | hers hugband, 
great faulr, but excuſed by the fathers authority ; but ſhe wronged | 7 T hanner 

74c05 ravch,and made hcr owne life full of affliction. | de - 
Another little faulr ſhe had, ſhee ſeemed a little too unkind to her | 4, $1« was a 
| fifter, innor being willing to imparc ſome of her {onnes manarakes ; tl coy une 
| Duc often unkindneſſes and wrongs breed ſuch aneftrangement be- |{4.. 
twixtthem, who arc otherwiſe neerly joyned, as that they flicke at 
| {mall curreſies, Ve muſt take heed it doe not ſowith us ; but L:4/ | 
bad a little anger with her, ſhe could upbraid her {iffer wich an 10yu- | 
ry,when ſhe came for a curreſic. | 

O chat ſhe had nor too many followers in this weakneſle ! | 

| Herbenefits were theſe, ſhe had a good husband and many ch1]- - LEP 
' dren, and was matchr into the Church,and we hope went to Heaven, ads 1 
for her carriage inreſpe of her children ſhews ſome goodneſſe, In- | many cv. 
deed ſhe was faulty in imitating her ſiſter, and giving Zilpah to Lacob, | *<noand as 
| much more faulty inthinking that God gave her che next ſonne for | the Church, 
| 2rewatd of thatfault. But ſo weakewe are,and ignorant of fin foam. and veatts 
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Or her vertues we have not much noted , but ſhe ſhewed her ſclfe | £-44 her yer» | 


| 
| 
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times, that we verily chitke God is plcaicd with our ſins,and TeCCOmM- 


Jonceth them with benches. 


uh 
And for her croſles, th cy were, want Of | her husbands love and 


'| comfortable cohabitation, al, Jall the miſerics ſheeunderwent with 
* her husband beſides, her Father was ſomething unkinde, as ic may 


th b..,  ſeeme, {or the ſaith, He counted them ſtrangers;and ſhe alſo had an im- 
erfetion in her viſage, for ſhe was bleare-cyed. I hope youwill all 


- — — — — 


'carneto imitate her VEITUCS, Hic her fins, Le thankfull for the like. 


 mercies, and patient under the like crofles, and then you ſhall not be | 


_- _ p_ 


loſers of time by hearing her ſtory, 


Now the two handinaidens, 2 Zilpah and B:lhah, 
7 :!pahhath nothing ſaid ot her, but that S/ce bare Tacob two bal. | 


= ” bay Gad and Aſber, called of Leal ,that would nceds 1 1M1tare her ſi- 


Qers weakne (lc ,and call them hers. 
Bilbahis taxcd ofa gricvous fin, ſhe ſuffercd her ſelfc to be pollu- | 


' ted with inceſt by Lacobs firſt borne. If he offered her violence, or ſur- 


Ge nn 


nkwcs 
—_— 
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cauſe he did looke to her condition, but that he might figuratively 


prized her by any device, it was his faulr,nor hers; bur it is not likely 
to have becn fo, bccaule God doth nor report it ſo, For God would | 
not wrong any inreporting their acts to the worſt, but if there had | 
been any excuſe of her ſau! 't, the Lord would harc done her right in. 
rehearſing it, he ſhould not elſedoe the office of a 200d writer of a. 
Story. O let all women take heed of adultcry,and chiefly of inceſtu- | 
ous adultcries with their husbands ſon tn law, or brothers, or a like | 
nearc 5 cpp7 the offence is made much more heinous by thar | 
aggravation: and it any have commirced any ſuch crime, let the men. ! 
nioning of it in this woman bring it to their remembrance, and pro 
voke them tore PERance, that they may not have ſo fearefull a crime | 
29 anſwer for uponthcir {ick-bed 1n the houre of death. Likely ſuch | 
erofle crimes will cry out then, if they have been ſmothered before, | 
but a conſcience purged from them by ſincere repentance performed 
in health, may enjoy quict and peace in death, notwithſtanding the 
re memberance ofthem, Fora finrepented of ſhall be pardoned, and | | 
a pardoned debt cannot hurtat all, not ſo much asterrifie,if the par-| 
donofit be knowne, But ſomething there was init, that God ſaw it 
fit to have his Church ſtored with the ſeed of bond- women, (for two 
of Jacobs wives were ſuch)becauſe he would have us know, that hee. 
doth not much fland upon nobility, and being free borne, and the 
like, Oncthird part of his people Iſrael were ſeed of bond-women, | 
T hough he would nor let Hazars ſeed inherite, yet that was not be- 


ſer forth his averſneſle from them, that will needs be in bondage un- 
der the Law, when the Goſpell brings them liberty, and therefore 
now he doth equally rake into the Church, Dan and Nephthali, Gad 
and Aſher, as well as Reubew, and Levi, Simeon, and 1wdah, Theie | 
earthly conftderations vary nothing with God, nor 15 the one any 
more acceptable with him than the other. Let not thoſe which en- | 


joy 
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| joy the pr iviledges of this world i in theſe matters, fleight Or x deſpiſe 
(ach a5 want them; and let not thoſe that are meanlicr borne, trou- 
2c themſelves arthat depreſion, Spirituall priviledges may belong 


'rotboſethatareotno reckoning in the world, and thoſe that are of 


higheſteeme 1n it may be deprived of them. The Tribes that came 
| of the bood-woman were admitted into the poſſeſhon of Canaan, 
| andtorhe e fellowſhip of the Tabernacle as well as the reſt. Ir. 
were a miſery indeed to be outwardly mean, it that would 

impeach our ſpirituall eſtate, but ſceing no ſuch 
ching will follow, let us ſhew our high 
eſteeme of the ioul abovethe 
body, by not regarding 
che things of the bo. 
dy, fo that the 
| foul be wel, 
#,.* 
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* SE have ſpoken of Zacebs ſelfe, and of his Wives ; 
” now Iwillgoe on to ſpeake of his Vncle, and 
?4 ſoofhis Children. His Vncle and Father in law 
was one Laban of Padan Aram,ofwhoſe birth and 
y death the Scripture takes no norice atall : and in- 
A deed it is ſcarce worth the while ro mention the 
| Za CY birth and death of wicked men. Ir 1s no great 
matter, when they were borne, or whenthey died, ſceing both their 
comming intothe world, and their departure out of it do periſh , for 
they come to nothing, and both come in and go out as it were 1h at! 
evill time, | 

But we have ſomething to ſay of his parentage and lite. For his 
Parentage, we learne, Gen.22,26.and 24.29. that hewas the ſonne of 
one Bethnel , who was the ſonne of Nachor the brother of Abrabwn, 
whodid not leave his Countrey and Fathers houſe with 4br4barn, 
when he travelled at Gods Commandement into the land of Ca. 
naan, but abode ftill in Padan Aram, the land of his Nativity, and 
there continued to follow ſtrange gods , and commit Idolatry ; 
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Laban, 


The Scripturc 
ſaith nothing 
of his birth or 
dearh, 


H:s Parentagc 
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| bracelets of ten ſhekels weight for her hands; and that ſhee had 


—— 
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of which all the world, and by name the countrey was then full, 


The Example of Wrar.zt. | 


' So hce was the Idolatrous fon of an Idolatrous Father, and 


Grandfather, which did as moſt men doe, take up the religion 


of his forefathers without more adoe , not looking whether hee 


ſerved God aright, but counted it ſuthcient ro ferve God as his 


Progenitors had done before , not at all conſidering whether ir 
were the true God or the falſe whom they ſerved, orwhether itwere. 


| true Or talle worſhip which they pertormed, 
Now in his life wee muſt conſider his deeds, good and bad, and 
the things that betell him good and bad. 


Spirit, whowill nor ſuffer men tobe to tarce over-runne with vices, 
| {ome ſhadows of vertues ſcene in them. 

| Theſe gond deeds of his looke partly to men, and partly to 
| God. 

| * His goo] deeds to men-ward, arc firſt, to Abrahams ſervant. 

| Secondly, ro Rebekkab bis ſiſter. 

{ hirdly, to Tacob 1s kinſman. 

Fourrhly, ro his Dauzhters and Grandchildren. 

| Firſt, letus conſider his carriage to Abrahams ſervant Elicrter of 
Damaicus, who was ſcar by his maſter Abraham, to fetch a wite 


(with the curſed feed of rhe Canaanites, 


| The fir thing commendable in him is, that hee vouchſafeth | 


| carteQus entertatament unro him; for when the ſervant mecting 
| with Rebekkal had found great kindnefle from her in watering his 

Camels, as well as giving himſelfe drinke out of her pitcher , and 
that hec had rewarded her with precious gifts , Ger. 24. 22. viz, 
with a golden eare-rinz of halte a ſhekel weighr , and two golden 


invited him to her Fathers houſe, and comming home had told 
Laban her brother of the man, who hee was, and what hce bad be- 
towed upon her : prelfently Laban goes forth to the man, ver, 31, 
and invites him to the houſe with very kinde words, ſaying, Come i# 
j:hou bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore fkandeſi thou without ? for I havepre- 
pared the houſe and roomefor thy Camels : and ſo bringing him home, they 
ungirdedthe Camels, and hee gave him ſlraw and provenaer for them , 
and water to waſh his fecte, andthe fecte of thoſe that were with him, and 
then (et meate before him, that hee might eate, 

Loe hcre, an cxample of curteous boſpitality, hee gave him 
200d and loving words , and provided and miniſtred to him all 
things neceſlary for his catcell, and companions, and himſelte. 

Thus ſhould men ule kinde and liberall hoſpitality rowards 
tach friends as upon occaſion doe repairc unto their houſes, and 


| tor is {on 7ſaac out of Padan Aran, becauſe he would not match him 


Firſt then, for his good deeds, for even a bad man may have ſome 
civiilvertucs found in his life , out of a common worke of Gods 


| but that for the preſervation of humane ſocictics , they ſhall have 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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(0153134 kinde of vertue which may bee found in men that are de. 
{titutc of all rye grace and piety, For even nature it (ele teacheth 
mento ſhew love and humanity to men that are of the ſame nature 
with themielves , becauſe they looke to finde the like gentlenefle 
themſelves from others upon like occalions. 
Hete is one thing in Zabaz worthy praile and imitation : another 


| is, that hee gives himan honeſt and good anſwer when hee had de- | 


clarcd unto them his errand, For the man refuſing eo care till hee 
| bad related his bufinefic untothem, being very fairhtull ro his ma- 
| {ter, ard diligent 10 che matter commirred co his traſt , up and told 
'them all that had fallen our, why hee came thither, and how hee 
had by a ſpeciall providence of God met with Rebekkah ar rhe foun- 
'raipe oO! water, requeſted to know their minde, and what hee muſt 
tuft unto in this matter : and from Bethuel the maides Father , aid 
Eehin of whom wee are ſpeaking, her Brother, hee received this 


2, He oave 

him an bhonel; 
and good an- 
LW Cr. 


| 
juſt and di:creete anlwer, That the thrng proceeded from God , and 
they were able to ſay neither good nor bad nnto him - 
Hs motion by any allegation one way or other; concluding, that 
Revekkah was before him , and that hee mig he with their good con- 


: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


In this paſſage you lee a great deale of honeſt plainnefſe ; ſeeinr 


would bee no hinderance unto him, but would give their willing 


conſent to the marriage. 

Itis2 good thing for men toconſent unto honeſt and good mo- 
tions, chicfly when they ſec God himſelfe by his good providence 
going before them, and as ir were, leading the way unto them. 


that 15, not to croſle | 


| nor by toule 
| 
' 
' 


lenttakeher and goe , that thee might bee his Maſters ſons wiſe, 
as Go had ſpoken, ver, 50, 51.0fthe ſame Chapter, | | 
| 


God hed directed him by his ſpeciall hand to this maiden, ti-cy | 


Neither by 


farre mc: cs 


3. He ſperdily 


A third good thing in Laban was, that hee doth ſpecdily dil. 
miſſe the man, and hindered not his preſent returne unto his Ma- 
ſter, with a wife for his ſon, For ſo it is written ver. 59. that when 
heerifing betimes in the morning was earneſt to returne that very 
day , and that they at firſt required ren dayes ſtay for Rebetkah , bur 
hee requeſting them not to hinder his expedition, ſeeing God had 
proſpered him ; they called the Damicll and asked her conſent, 
viz, Whether ſhee was willing togoe with the man > aad fiading 
her very forward, they ſent her away without further lingring. 

{ Irisa good thing, when wee have entertained any one 18 our 
houſe , and his deſire is as his occaſions ſhall require to make hatte 
| home, to further himby all meanes, and not to ſtop his proceed- 
ings with delayes. For many times fuch deferring proves very un- 
pleaſing , and ſometimes dangerous to the party to whom wee 
would ſeeme to ſhew love and good will , as wee fee it did in caſe 
of the Levite, whoſe Father in Laws importunity cauſed him to 


Ray adayor two beyond his deſire, in the later end of the Story | 


diſmiſſed kim, 


ot Indecs, 
Thus 


K k 2 


| 
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as (TEN. The Example of Curuatzt, 
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1hbus hath CZavans carriage beene good to this ſervant of 4bra- 
| | ' hams. Ve mult tollow the 200dnefle ot all men, even Idolarers and 
ys 


| | Heathcens, | 
| 4 Was loving | Now conſider how hee behaved himſelte to his fiſter, ro whom | 
PE ap» a4 | bedi{covers good aftedion, and love by a curteous diſinifſing of. 


| 0 bie neigh» | her, 207, Go. They bleſſed her and ſud, thou art our ſiſter , bee theu 
| I urs and the mother of bouſen as , of millions , and let thy ſeed poſſeſſe the gates of 
| ne >> | them which hate them : Tat is, prevaile miphtily againſt all their 
| enemies, and conquer them it they have jult, cauſe ro contend | 
with th.m. Brethren ſhould wiſh all proſperity and wcltare to. 
| rheir fiſters and brethren , 'and ro their children after them 
| | | even that they may grow firong and mighty in the world, "3 
; carnal men having bur a carnall minde and affection ; can: 
with no better bur carnall benefirs unto their friends and kin- 
Ex on. and thele they ought ro wiſh heartily, and ro procure al- 
| (5, ſo tar as Opportunity {hall be offered. 

| Thr | Put now 1T 15 Lime that we thew Zabays good Carriage tO Tacos, the 
{ono this his (ifſter a long time after. 

F 'irft, hee doth lovingly entertaine him alſo wherhee came unto | 


s, Fic "uf "- 

| lyenrenaine! | bf. buteven in a pooreand naked faſhion, nothing fo ricbly pro- | 
iren {vided nor attended as the forenamed ſervant was in the former | 
Fort my narration, 1acob came a!l alone, and with nothing almoſt but | 


his ftaffe in his hand , but yet when hee had faithtully report- | 
ed to him both who hee was, and what occaſion drove him 
in {uch manner out of his Fathers houſe, hee receiveth him with 
| all curteſie, For it 1s noted, Ger, 29. 12, 13, 14, Thatwhen Ra- 
| chel had heard of 7acobs mouth who he was, and had acquainted 
| 


her Father with his comming , hee hearing this tidings of his f1- 
| | ters ſonne, ranne to mecte him, and embraced him , and kiſſed 
| him , and brought him to his houſe, and when Iacob had certified 
| | him of his matcers, hec anſwered him lovingly, ſaying , Swrely 
| then art »1y bone avd my fleſh, that is, bee not troubled for theſe 
things, I acknowledge afiee to bee my kinſman, and I will carry 
my lelfe towards thee accordingly. 

| Loe, how a man voide of true religion, may vet have good na- 
| rurall affe&ion ro his kinſman, and thar though he finde him in 
| ſomewhat a poore caſe , and deſtitute of rhings needtull. And| 
doubtleſſe it 1s a verrue., and deſerveth praiſe, to ſtand ſo diſpo.- | 
{ed unto ones kinſmen or kinſwomen, that are as Zebax could ſay, | 
| Our boxe and fleſh. 

| | Nearcnefle of blood requires ſome ſpecial! love and reſpe& to 
choſe to whom nature hath ſo nearely united to us, Every man 
| promiſeth himfelfe kindnefſe from ſuch perſons, and therefore the} 
common phraſe of the world bath entirled them friends by a kinde 
of excellency, becauſe they ſhould be forward to performe all loving 
and iriendly offices, 


Another] 


> 4 


——_——_ 


En AP, 31. | I'3 


—_———— ——_—_—_—— - = - — —_ 
—— _ 


| (TEN. [aban. 

AROINGOr VOLLUG 111 Laban IS, that of his OWwWNne accord hee doth 6, Ot his own 
oftcr v» 315 01 TCCOMPENCE unto him tor h1s worke, for perceiving | *<c914 he ot- 
| rcden 7 MON D | [Cred Iateb 

| h:mtG trot antinduttiious diipoition, that knew not how to paſle | ,,-; fo tis 


(145 CLINE 1GICIV, thor Din a ſtrange place, and withall, $sktlfull and | works, 
underſtanding in matters of ſuch nature as Labars calling ſtood up- 
on, v/z, in Cartc!l, hee ſayes thus unto him , ver, 15. Becauſe | 
ton art wy brother , that is, kinſman, Shonldeſt thou ſerve mee for + 
01/211 ? thatis, that were at unreatonable thing indeed, and there- | 
!'0:c tcl] me, what thall thy wages be. 
Coe, he would not deale (o unjuilly with his kin{man, as to take 
!:is labour and ſervice for nothing , but 1swilling to give him ſuch 
conventent fatis faction as he ſhould demand, 
This 15 fech a point of righteouineſſe and equity , as even 
nature it {elfc doth reach, and a meecre naturall man , not rog 
much over run with worldlinefle of minde, may practiſe towards 
others, For fceing cvery man muſt make himſelte the meaſure | 
of his dealing with his neighbour, and that it cannot but ſeeme 
untivhreous to apy man, if he bee driven to worke for nothing , 
ſurely he cannot but conclude, that himſelfe alſo is bound to re- 
| compence the labour and ſervice of another. And this juſtice 
| was ſo well knowne to Laban, and hee had to much goodneſle re- 
| maining in him afterwards too, that hce continues to exetCiſe it | 
after 1acob had finiſhed his lourteene yeares ſervice, and was now 
'to make a new bargaine, as you ſhall reade Chap.3o, ver. 25.and 35: | 
' For when 7acob requeſted his good will to returne home, becauſe hee | 
knew how faithtully hee had ſerved , hee acknowledges his pain- 
falneſſe, and truſtineſſe, and his good ſucceffe too, and there- 
' fore requeſts him to rarry with him, and makes him this offer, 
ſaying, Appoint mee thy wages and I will give it , and when 7acos 
| made a realonabl> motion, (that for the clearing of his ingo- | 
cency , and preventing of all miſtakings , hee might have for 
bis wages rhe ſpeckled and ſpotted amongſt the Goates , and | 
the browne amongſt the Sheepe , that ſhould after bee yeaned 
hee meareth) he agrees to the condition, and ſo Tacob was wil- 
| ling ro ſerve him on theſe termes. Hcre you ſce juſtice in Laban, 
| hee is willing to give his ſervant due wages for his worke. This 
| point of equity is written in nature, and little goodnefle is left in 
' him that doth not know and follow ir. 
| Soyouhave Labars juſt dealing with lacsb, : | 
Now looke intoa third thing commendable in him, and that is, | ,, 1c was wil- 
; when 7acob offers to ſerve him ſeven yeares for his younger daugh- = to beſtow 
| . is daughters | 
ter Rachel, Chap, 29. wver,18, 19, He conſents to the motion, ſay- upon kim. | 


, 


ins, 1t is better that I give her to thee than 10 another man , and [0 


OG CC. OE, OG. 4 ee 


' bids him abide with him : that is , I will give her thee on this | 
condition, and not only ſo, bur hee puts upon him the elder 
| daughter, and ſo makes him his ſon in Law in both of them, 
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(I t Ne The /-xample of  Cunar, Pu3l. 


In eo 


| That which w 45 taulty 1 this pallage, we (hall ſpec; ke of anon, 
when we come to mention his fauies ; but this was a good thing 
16 bim, thathe liked ſowcl! of lacobs carria: ce, that he waswilling , 
to beſtow his daughters upon him. | 

Itis a matter both of prudence and honeſty too , to like fo well | 
of the vereue and good qualities of an honeft and gocd man, asto 
be willing for th cle thivgs take ( other matrers Ot too roomuch 
' Satn-12y10g) tOmake choiceot him tora fon in Law, \ | 
F- Fbe qualities of a man are principally to bee regarded 10 the | 
| choice' of a {onne in Lay, and yer hee is not truly diſcrecre and | 
'wiic. that doth not lobke' unto this thing in the choice of an 
\1:asband for his daughter, A perſon painiull, diligent, thrifty, ' 
and of good carriage, and futficiencics is rather to bee taken, | 
han one deſtitute of theſe qualities, though hee bee farre more, 
high and 7:ch. 

It is the iusbands (clic that will mak- the Wives life either 
moſt miſerable or molt happy : and Leban did well in making * 
| ſc} 2 choice, aiia never ſhall he repent the march that findeth. 
things in him with whom bce matcherth , bur withour | 
thetic things 16 the perſon, the ſtate and quality of the man 1n ; 
>ther reſpects cannor hinder , but that a little time will make ! 
both Fathcr ana daughter —_ , unwiſh the bargaine they have ; 
mace, 

Now let us ſee what was good in Labar, in the very cloze of 
all with 7acob, as you have it Chap. 31. 44. ad finem, He layes by 
all anger and diſcontent, and con{1dering the nearenefle that was 
derwixt them , hee made the motion of entring into covenant 
wich Jacob , and fo thcy ſolemnly ratifie the covenant, by ſerting 
up an heape ot flones, and feaſting upon the heape, and cating 
and drinking lovitgly and chearefully rogether, and by a ſo- 
lemne oath each to other, 

It is a good thing to ſwallow downe all jarres and differences 

that fall out betwixt ones ſelfe and his friends and neighbours, 

and to part lovingly and curteouſly cach from- other in peace and 
concord , not in diſcontents and heart-burnings. Surely quar- 
rels would not bee held up. long betwixt kinſmen and allyes 
ſpecially, but though they have met in a kinde of heate, and 
ger. and icalouſic one of another , yer they ſhould cauſe all 
theſe things to depart from them , and bee friends before they 
depart one from another, 

Peace is a comfortable thing, and it is a praiſe-worthy thing 
'o ſpeake the firſt word of agreement, 

And (ſo much for Lahbars carriage tO 1acob, 

Now to his daughters and grandchildren hee ſhewes himſelfe 
alſo loving and kinde, both raking care for them , and even 


oinding Zaceh by covenant tO uſe them well, wer.q4g. Chap.z1.and 
alſo| 


| 
| 
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alſo kithny them, and bicfhog thern ar the rime of parting, A 


Father ſhould bee carciull of his childrens weltare, even whn 
hee hath placed them toreh into other families, and ſhould 
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| 
| 


| 


thew ail curtctic and love unro chem when hee parts with them, 
hee ſhould get good husbands for bis daughters, fo farre as hee 
can, and. uſe all good meanes to make them live lovingly to. 
gether, 1.154 did both theſe orfices eo his daughters, and every | 


Parent 1,001) artaine at leatt fo much goodacile as a Laban, 

But once thing more wee note tw Laven, and thar 1s, hce in. 
vited the neighbours , and-macle a tealt at che marriage ot his 
daughreys, Chap. 29.ver, 22, A wedding tatt is not indeed ab. 
ſo'mely nec ffary, but it 15 of commendable ulſc, fo thar cx- 
cefle and diſorders bec avoided , and unleflc juſt cauſe bee rothe 


— 


contrary, it hath a ſmacke of niggardlinefſe ro neglet it, A; 
man (ſhould doe well ro ſhew love ro his neighbours, and, ro be | 
willing ro embrace fit opportunities of 1tavicing and tealting | 


them; only Mill fo, that immoderateneſle of all foris be avoid: 
ed, and that a man keepe himſelte within the compaſle of his 
place and mcanes , and atte&t nor vaine-glorious fupertluity in 
teaſting. 

And {5 much for Labans goodneſle to man-ward , now to 
God-war: ſomething 15 good 1n him. 

Firi}, that hee rooke notice of Gods bleſſing to bee the cauſe 
of his proſperity by 7acobs labours , as you reade Ger, 3o. 27. 
ml hare lcrarned by experrence , that Goda hath blefſed mee for thy ſake, 
Surely ir is a good thing to put ones ſelfe in minde that God's 
blefiins mnkrs rich ; yea, and to obſerve how his bleſhog attends 


his fairbfull people roo 1n the Ilabours of their hands. LZavbar 


aſcribes his riches to the bleſſing of God following 7aces, 
It is a good thing to have ones eyes fo farre opened towards 


God, and to marke by experience his favourable proceeding 


- — 


— —  - 


towards his faithfull ſervants , as it ſeemes alſo 7ſephs maſter 
did, and it is ſure Pharaoh did when he was his ſervant, and 
N eb#chadnezar towards Danich and the three children , as allo 


Darts 1n his time, 
Apgaine, when God mer Laban by the way and commanced 


him to ſpeake to Tacob neither good nor bad (that 1s , not to 
| hinder his journey either by faire meanes or foule ) hce both | 


acknowledgeth ir, ver, 29, and accordingly obeyes it , tor hee 
diſmiſſeth him peaceably, and ſtops him nor in his courle home- 


' wards , though as hee ſaith, it was in his power to have done 


otherwiſe, 


This is to bee praiſed in him, that what God forbad him , 
hee forbeares, though hee ſaw otherwiſe no danger in it. Cer: 
rainly the duty of a man is to abſtaive from what God prohibt. 


teth , though hee have never ſo much both power , provocation, 
and 
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CT E Ne T he Example of CHAP, Ito) 
and opportunity to doe ir. Vee ought fo ro feare God, as not 
to provoke him, 10 ro love God as not to offend him, and {© 
to acknowledge our abſolute dependance upon him , as not to: 
crofſe kim. Hee knowes -not neither how much hee owes to | 
God, nor yet how obnoxious hee ſtands unto him , that doth | 
not fo farre ſubmit himſclc unto bim. | 

Vee noted rhe like yeelding to God 19 Abrimelcch betore, 
what though he doth nor now appeare tous in dreames and viſions, | 
Tet have wee a more ſure word of Prophecy, 10 whom wee ſhould doe 
' well 10 take heed : as S, Peter adviſeth- us. | 

And this isall the good I have noted in £4bay, 

Let us make ſome uſe of this to our ſelves, 

Firſt, what ſhall a man thinke of himſelfe if hee bee not ! 
{ound cquall to Laban in voodnefſe > Nay, it the quite contra- 
ry vices bee apparent in him, to thoſe vertues which were in fo 
tacanc a man, I meane in goodncſſe, And yer ſo it 1s , that: 
many who terme themſelves brethren and Chriſtians, are farre | 
ſhort of Laban in theſe ſhewes of vertues. Laban was curteous , | 
they are churliſh. Laban entertained Abrahams ſervant well, 
niggardlinefſe will ſcarce ſuffer them to entertaine any well. 
Hee found Laban ready to gratifie him and diſmifſe him, they | 
doe neither ; many care not for kindred or any the like bonds, 
many care not how they ſerve themſelves of others labours , 
ſpecially ſervants, and evcry way are farre worſe maſters than 
Laban. No bounty, no juſtice , no ſhew of ſeeing God in 
things, No ſhew of peaceablenefſe, no regard af Gods pro. 
hibzting them any thing, but what they will doe, they will 
' doe, though the God of heaven himſelfe forbid them , and 
though they know as much. 4 | 
Hee is very unlikely to bee of the ſeed of 7acob, that hath 
'not come fo farre as Laban. | 

Againe, there is little cauſe that a man ſhould applaud | 
himſelfe in ſo ſhort and defe&ive a goodnefſe as this of Za- 
bays, yer this is all that ſome have to pleaſe themſelves and | 
to glory in, They deale curteouſly with their kindred , they 
bee willing to ſhew kffidnefle to their neighbours. They love 
well rheir . children , and can give good hoſpitality to ſuch 
friends as come about them. And they deſire to live peace- 
ably with their neighbours , and are ready to compoſe quar. 
rels, and ſome things they are willing to, leave or forbeare 
that God forbids. 

Alas, theſe be poore evidences for heaven, theſe are poore 
proofes of their being good men, and in Gods favour, Amin| 
muſt not thinke that ſuch a meaſure of goodneſle will prove 
him a good Chriſtian, that may ſhew well enough a tolera- 


ble Heathen, I pray you therefore that all theſe chings _ 
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; bec found mm you tn a better matiner , and a Jarger meaſure, 
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upon butter grounds , for better ends, more conſtantly , and 
more {incerely, Bee curtcous , bountitull, and peaceable, and 
{0 in the refit with reſerence to God, inobedience ro his com- 
mandement, in love to him, and with a defire co pleaſe him, 


| and abſlaine from all that hee forbids, and jer your peacea- 
' blenefle and curtefie exrend it (elfe even roenemics. 


That vertue is but a ſeeming vertue which doth not ſpring 
from a ronte of piety , and 15s not watered with an heavenly 


dew, and made to grow up with godly conſiderations taken trom 
the divine Majcity, 


Wee muſt wa!ke with God, livero him, feeke him, pleaſe 


\ him, or elie fome bare naked good deeds will not ſuffice to 


prove as bts Children and his heires. 
So much for the good of Laban, now his evill muſt be ob- 


| ſerved roo, 


Firſt, to God-ward , though hee had 7xvb living in bis 


| houſe, and had obſerved by experience , that God did bleile 


him for his fake, yet hee would nat leave his falſe gods, his 
Idols, his Teraphim , bur keepe them ſtill , and made ſuch 
ſtore of them , that hee tooke it very all that Zacob ſhould ſteale 
them away, as hee conceived hee had done, though falfly, and 


' therefore alſo hee ſware by the gods of Naher , and the gods 
| of their Fathers, 


Hee was brought up an IdolJater, and continued an Idolater, 
living and dying in the worſhip of falſe and imaginary gods ; 


| which they that doe, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of God, 


hee had Images of theſe falſe gods, Images of )men ir may 
ſceme they were by their name. | 

O how naturall it is to man to erre in the conceirt of a mul. 
tiplicity of gods, and in ſetting up piAures , and reprefenta- 


; tions of God to himſelfe > (Great darknefſe poſſeſſerh the 


mindes of men in the matter of Gods nature, hee will take 
upon truſt any fable in this kinde, and will ſcarce uſe his own 
reaſon to examine religion , but for the worſhipping God in 
an Image , though it bee a point of the greateſt toppery in 
the world , hee will count it fingular wiſdome, and count him- 
ſelfe ſo much devouter, by how much hee is liker the blocke 
or picture before which hee doth his falſe devorions. 

Ler uz bleſſe God that hath delivered us from conceit of 
fantaſticall gods, and from the love and Iiking of Images and 
pictures, which the Lord may ſeeme to have in deteſtation ; 
becauſe in likelihood they were occaſions of inducing the dam- 


| nable opinion of multitude of gods into the world. And let 


. us pray to God to bring the poore ignorant perſons ( that run 
after other gods, or elſe dote upon pictures) our of ſuch their 


miſerable 
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1:8 (I # N. The Exampleof GCuar,3:. 
Ed ' miſerable condition, and to ſer up the truth in ſo great pow: | 
\er, that men may no longer caſt themſelves headlong by that 
which themſelves account religion , and the right way to 
pleaſe God. 


| But Laban dealt very ill with aces. | 
| 2. He loved Firſt, the Jove hee bare him was a meere worldly ſelt-re- 
| nes iu WP ' ſpectiny love, hce foung hee gate well by him, therefore hee 
Len | dcfired his company. But for Jacobs piety and true religion, he re- 
oarded him not a jot the better. 
| So molt times, yea, evermore the love of worldlings doth 
grow from the roote of worldlineſle, 
: It by ſome good aces they have attaincd , or hope to at- 
ta:ne profit and advantage, they are loarh to part with him; 
| bur unicfle ftach things doe commend a mian to them , hee 
may fit without doores long enovgh , and his gooducilc with 
him, before they will rake him into houte, | 
| ' Such a carnall love to good men is nove other thing than | 
may bee {ene 1n as bad a man as hee of whom wee entreare, 
You mvit therefore learne to love a lacoh as a 1acob, and inthe 
name of a Jacob , that love will demonſtrate ſome picty to 
your ſelves, And when wee perceive the kindnefle, of any man 
to have irs Origivall in ſuch baſe ends, wee mult efteeme it a 
- point of difcrerion not £0 truſt at all in their loves , they will 
| loone tarne enemies for gaine, whom gaine maketh friends, 
2. H+ coulſen- Further, Laban did palpably deceive and couſin Taceb in a 
[ed tacob matter wherein deceit ſhould leaſt of all bee uſed, even in 
point of Matrimony, 
' Jacob untended to live contentcdly with his owne wife, as his 
| Father Iſaac had done before him , and therefore ſetting his 
| affeQtions on the younger daughter Rachel, agrees to ſerve La- 
ban for her ſeven yeares, inſtead of dowrie which hee had not 
tO give. Laban agrees tO it, as I ſhewed you before , and aſ- 
lembling his neighbours, celebrates the marriage with a feaſt. 
| Tr mult not bee doubted , but that they were all made to 
| underſtand which of the maides was the Bride, as well as 
' Which young man was the Bridegroome. Bur at night it may 
ſeeme the Bride was brought into the Bridegroomes Cham- 
ber vailed for modeſty ſake. 

Laban perſwades his eldeſt daughter Leah to poſſeſle the 
place of her younger ſiſter, whether with or without her con- 
ſent it is not exprefſcd , but moſt likely withour , and fo is 
| Taceb in the morning greatly diſcontented, ro ſee a ſtranger 
| bedded with him in ftead of his owne Spouſe. Wherefore com- 
| plaining of the wrong to his Father in Law , hee is anſwered 
with a thift, that the cuſtome of that place is not to beſtow 


the younger before the elder ; but if hee would ſerve ſeven 
yeares 


en _— —— _— 
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ycares more for Rache!, hee ſhould have her roo : tor Poly- 
gamy was not then repured a finne. 7b muſt needes bee 
content with that which hee could not helpe , and is com- 
pelled to make his apprentiſhip longer by kalfe than hee 1n- 
rended , here was flat couſenage. To winde in 12-06 for ſeven 
yeares more than hee meant at firſt, and ro beſtow both his 


' daughters upon ſo thriving a man, and fo advantage him- 


ſelfe more wayes than one at once; this fel!2w feares not 
to breake Covenant, and to beguile and detraud a man in his 
wite, And when hee was told of it hee pretends a contrary 
cuſtome ; If there were no ſuch cuſtome, hee playes the ly- 
ing fellow, in ſaying wittingly that which was nor for the 
excuſing of his faulr : It there were ſuch a cuftome, hee 


| playes the couſening companion in concealing ir before, and 


- Not acquainting, Jacob with it when hee made the motion, He 


ſhould have ſaid, I would willingly give her thee, bur 


' thar the cuſtome of the countrey hinders : but if thou wilt 


have them both, firſt che elder, then the younger, I am con- 
tent, This had beene plaine dealing ; but to leade 7rcob on with 
words, and then at laſt pull him on in this faſhion to ſeven 
yeares bondage more, was flat diſhoneſty. 

And ſuch is the diſpoſition ofa worldling for advantage fake, 
that hee- cares not with trickes to out-reach and beguile any 


with whom hee deales ; but wee have a better direQton from 


| 


| Gods Word, ſaying, Let none of yow a:fraud or over-reach ans- 
ther in axy matter, tor God is an avenger of all that doe ſuch 


' things. 


| 
: 


Hee uſed the like guilefull dealing after; in changing his 


| wages ſo many times, aud all proceeded from the ſame evill 
' humour of covetouſneſle, 


But now ſee another ſinne , whereof Tacoh makes mention 


' to his Wives in way of perſwading them to depart with him 
| Tacob beheld Labans countenance, that it was not to him as before : 


| 


| 


. 
o 


Loe, hce lookes doggedly upon him, and hatha kinde of en. 
vious grudge againſt him : not for any fault of his, but alone 
becauſe hee hindered his wealth, in that God gave his riches 
to /aceh , by cauſing moſt of the Ewes and ſhee Goates to 
bring forth ſtill young of ſuch colour as was agreed upon for 


| Tacobs wages. ver, $, If hee ſaid the ſpeckled ſhall bee thy wages , 


all the cattell bare ſpeckled, and now this cauſed the falling our, 
See here the guiſe of a carnall and earthly minded man, 
hee will become an enemy and beare a grudge to any that 
hinders him in bis gaine, though it bee without any wrong or 
1njuſtice, 
It was not any injury, though it were a damage to Laban, 


that fill the greater number , and better cattell were 7acobs , 
bur 


i. 
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. their agreement was but from yeare to yeare , or for a leſſe 
| ſpace of time, in that Zabar changed the wages ſo oft , and 


' and overtaking him begins to quarrell , chargeth him to have 


' tion to Taceb 5 as Saul hated David becauſe hee law that 


ſelves how unrea{onadle a thing it is; and the {onnes of La- 


that himſelte ſaith, /* was in his power to have done lacob 


| hindered the execution : wee muit marke his finne, bee fol- 


wicked thing it is , upon occaſion of ſomething that look. 
 cth like a fault, to attempt ſuch a buſinefſe, tor the worſt 


God had intended tro turne the kingdome unto him, 

' Nature will ſhew that this is a fanlrt : for why ſhould I 
hate a man becauſe Gnd proſpers him > but defire of gain 
will ſo blinde the eyes, that hee which is led with ir, will 
not avoide this faulr, nor will take notice likely that it 1s 
a fault : you muſt obſerve it in Laban, and informe your 


ban two did joyne with him in the ſame fault , for they al- 
ſu muttered againſt bim in this reſpect. 

And now | proceed to his next fault, hee purſued Tacob 
with an hoſtile minde, intending eirher to bring him backe 
apainc, and rhen hee muſt have ſerved him on poore aud 
hard rermes, or clic to have ſent him empty enough away , 
and accordingly provided himſelfe of company, in ſo much 


hurt; but that God forbade him, and 7aceb upbraides him 


Indeed God needed not to have appeared to him for the 
{orbidding of ſuch a thing, it hee had not ſcene what would 
elſc have becue the iſſue, 

A very great ſinnc this was in his purpoſe , though God 


lowed 7acob in anger, meaning to have ftript him of all. A 


that hee could -alleadge , was Jacobs ſtealing away without 
giving bim warning or leave, and this in /acob was no fault 
at all, becanſe God commanded him ſo to doe, neither had 
it beene a fault, though God had not bidden it, for it feemes 


therefore the time prefixed being fulfilled, Zacob was at his 1i- 
berty, and might goe without asking his leave, or making 
him privy to his purpoſe, But Zabay is glad to have an ad- 
vantage of ſuch a pretence, and reſolves, Is hee gone without 
my liking and knowledge > Well, I will teach him better 
manners towards his Maſter and Father in Law ; I will fetch 
him backe with a witneſſe : and ſo ſtrengthening himſelfe with 
company, hee makes after him with a revengefull meaning , 


done fooliſhly in conveighing himſelfe away , with his two 
daughters, and their children fo privately. This is a wicked- 
nefle, to intend to hurt a man , to ſpoile him of his eſtate, 


and to ſend him cmpty away , taking the advantage of ſome- 
. thing 


b 


—_—— — —OI—— - — * 


 GCtxn. T aban, GHAP 31 | 121 


A EEE 
— o— — 


| thing by him done , which may ſeeme to have beene done 

| ſomewhat indiſcreetly and tavltily, onely or chiefly our of envy 
and covetouſnr:fle to get ones goods, and to bee reveng«<d 
of him, No man is fo blinde but hee would blame this in a- 

- nother, and rheretore muſt needs finne againſi his knowledge, if 
he doe it himilelte. 

The laſt fault of Zabay is, that hee falſly chargeth 7acob | © Hiefalltly 
with ſtealing his Idols, and meerely upon ſurmiles ,- they | ae 

' were gone at that time when 7aceh went , and therefore his | livs 5141s, 

' concluſion was , /icob muſt ncedes have them , yea, hee was 
ſo peremptory , that Zacovs deniall wonld nor ſatisfie, though 
hee denied fo ſtrongly, as to offer the offender to death if hce 
could finde them : bur hee rifles and ſearcheth all his goods 
for them, imagining perhaps that ſome bndy elſe might have 

| ftollen them withour Zacobs privity , which was true indeed. 
But here by the way , I muſt taxe 7arob for a little roo much) 

' confidence ir. his offer , had Laban found the Idols, hee would 
not have conſented to the death of Rachel , nor to the raking 
of her from him. a; 

Ir is good to bee moderfiee&in our ſpeeches , and not over- 
confident; but Zaban is the ſubjet of our ſpecch now : hee 
did falfly charge 7arob with theft ; upon a ſurmiſe of his owne, | 

This is a finne which no man can brooke from another, | 
without blaming him for it, therefore hee bath light enough 
if hee could uſe the light ro diſcover it in himſelfe. Too ea- 
ſily to belecve, and roo earneſtly to affirme againſt another , | 

that hee hath commirred ſuch a finne, becauſe wee have ſome | 
| probabilities to alleadge againſt him , is a finne againſt our | 
| brother, and an injurious defiling of his name , againſt whom 
| wee ought not to raiſeup an ill report : Neither without juſt or 
| ſure proofe, nor yet in publike manner, as Zaban did , it wee 
| might reforme it privately. 

So Laban failed both inthe matter and manner of his accuſa- 
tion ; the matter, itwas falſe ; the manner, it was over-publike, | 
| when it ſhould and mighe have beene private , though it had | 
| beene true, 
| Now1 pray you let us ſearch our ſelves, to ſee if wee bee 
not guilty of the ſame faults with Zabaw , and learne with 
griefe and ſhame to confefſe, that our ſelves who have farre 
more and better meanes, have yet beene as palpably faulty as 
this Idolater, as unjuſt, as worldly, as envious, as apt to fol: 
low ſurmiſes, and fo in the reſt ; and let us greatly abtorre 
our ſelves, that better helpes have prevailed no more with us ; 
and now let us reſolve to put away theſe faults : and ſeeing we 
have given our names to Chriſt, and enjoy the Word, Name, 
and Sacraments of Chriſt , let us abhorre to runne 1nto _—_ | 

Ll evils 
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"evils which being blame-worthy enough 1n an Heathen, are 


ten times more loathſome in a Chriſtian. 
So much of his deedes, good and bad ; Now the things that 
b. fell him are fome gocd , and {ome bad , at leaſt as hee ac- 


counted 1H, 


Good; hec hada good ſonne in law for his daughters, through 
Gcols difpoling more then þts owne ſeeking , who married them 


on texines eaſie enough for him, Indeed hee liked him for his 


200d husLandry , a thing within his element; buthee was a god- 
ly lusband too, which wee thould learne to prize as a great metr- 
cv, and ſheuld bce able to diſcerne 1t : an happineſſe it is to 


have daughters beſtowed on thriving and. godly yoakefellowes 
Pray forit, uſe meancs tor it, be thankfull tor it, 

Alſo hee had a fate rich enough , hee was a wealthy man 
in the place where bee lived : Surely God that calts theſe 


25 OA {uch pcrſons accounts them not excellent, and if he 
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\ veny them to his ſervatiits, doth it not out of unwillingnefle or 


Wait of incanes, but alone becauſe hee knowes it better for 
their ſoules to bre delliture of them than to abound; where- 
Or. they muſt lcarne contentmens is their abſence. And 
thoſe that have them muſt take beed they over-prize them nor, 
and ſuffer not themſelves by having them to be made as Laban was, 
worldly minded. | 
Now for croſſes : Vee reade little of Labans atfiion; it 
ulay bee it was a griefe to him that his daughters and grand- 
cliiliren went {o farre from him, bur ſuch a crofſſe even a na- 
tiira!! zyife man may make caſte to himſelfe , by confiderati- 
ors Of reaſon, that the' good of their cbildren ſo requires , 
and that their comfort in their children ſtands not fo 


' much in ſeeing them , as in their well-doing : Onely La- 
bay 0id make 7acobs proſperity a crofle to himlelfe, in ſut- 


fering his minde to bee alienated from Jacob, becauſe _ 1:- 
> did thrive a great dcale faſter than himſelfe, and to his 
110Cerance, which cannot bee done without a great deale of 


 vcxation, 


It is an ill difcaſe to bee ficke of another mans proſperity , 
take becd you ſuffer not covetouſneſle , or other diſtempers to 


- bring ſuch fickneſle upon you. 


With farre lefle vexation may a man loſe halfe hee hath, 
than beare the torment which ſuch eſtrangement of heart will 


bring with it, 
And now for Labans death , we heare nothing of it , onely hee 


| lived and dyed fo farrc as wee fee, likeacarnall man, and be had 
\ nograce in him, butafter a little time here ſpent incarth proſpe- 


'ouſly enough, at laſt, ſo far as we can ſee, he periſhed eternally, 
:Or no footſteps of faith and true piety appeare in him. Fe 
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CO my brethren, rake heed that you doe not © carry 1 your felves tc 


{00!1(hly, as rolive inameere workdly faſhioo, ſcraping rogether 
a great heapof muck and dung, on which the much deceived world 
doth fallely beſtow the name of o00ds, and then (wy ith the rich glut: 


ton, and him that ſaid, Soule, eate, and drinke, and be merry, for 


theu haſt much riches laid op in ſlore for many yeaves ) 
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and ſtare of eternall death : tor our Sa- 
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& Frer Iacobs Wives and Father in Law, wee will | 
} } proceed to his children, which were twelve ſons | ;;-46; 1. { 
and one davghter, Concerning his ſons, they | 43. 
were fixe of Leah, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Indah, | 
Iſſachar, Zebalan': two of Bilhah, Dan and Nep/- | 
thali : twoof Zilpah, Gadand Aſher : two of Ra. ' 
chel, toſeph borne in Padan Aram, and Benjamin | 
borne in the Land of Canaan. The daughter 

was Dinah of Leah, of the birth and names of each of theſe the Scrip- 
rure takes ſpeciall notice, 

Reuben ſignifies, Behold a ſon, for his mother tooke it as a great | feute., wl.o; 
favour of God, whereby he would mitigate her forrow, yea and help | 90%. 
to remove it too, by winning her husbands love to ber, the want | 

 whereot was her greateſt trouble, as you ſhall finde. 
Simeon ſignifies, the hearing of God, becauſc ſhe ſaid, Gos heard | 5:meon, wha: 
that ſhe was hated, and hath given me thu ſon too, It was a good thing in | 't vgnites, 
Leah to giveher ſons ſuch names, as might minde herot Gods good. | 
neſſe in conſidering her aflition ; and when ſhee faith that God 
| ſaw firſt, and then heard her affliction; the laſt ſpeech 1s a proote 
that ſhe made her moane and complaint ro God, and fo this mercy 


came to herasa {ruitof her prayers. 
: LT 2 The 
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| it ignif-s, | maide toher husband, bur in this ſhe was much miſtaken, God is 


3 126 | Gen. The Exampleof GCuav.z2, | 
purging 
ſionifics, 


T he next ſon is called Zevi,tor ſaid ſhe, Now my husband wit! be ung. | 
ted io me,orcleave to me, forthe word Lew fignificth as much as clea. | 
'ving, Shewas earneſtly deſirous of her kusbands love, and would as | 
it were, minde him of her hopes and deſires, that he would recom. | 

pence her paines of bringing him three ſons, with the increaſe of his 
affefion. Awife is not good if ſhe be nor very covetous of her huſ. 
' bands love; ſome probably ſay,that he,meaning 7aceb,hearing Leah; 
word,to comfort hcr, called him Zevz, and the originall ſeemes to 
leade us to that opinion, for the former word tranſlarcd, called is of 
the feminine gender, and is plainly referred to the woman ſpoken of 
before; but the latter is of the maſculine,and ſo may very likely note 
the husband, of whom ſhe had immediatly ſpoken. And if ſo, it was 
well done of /acob, at laſt ro ſpeak ſome word of comfort to his dro. 
ping wite, and to lether ſec, that the riches of three ſons had made 
him forget that great wrong ſhe did him,of obtrudipg her ſelfe upon 
him againſt his will, and without his knowledge, which ſhee ought 
not to have done, though at ber Fathers command, | 
The fourth ſon is Te4#4ah, in ſhort ndah, as much as praiſc of the 
Lord, or the Lord be,or is praiſed, to exprefle her thankfulneſſe, for 
ſhe (11d, Now 1 will praiſe the Lord, which hath canſed mine husband; «ff. 
\ ions ſomewhat more to incline unto me,by making me amother of fonre (ons, 
| For ſo it may ſeeme they did,and thatalſo may be juſtly accovnred | 
one cauſe of her (liſters envy, becauſe ſhee ſaw 7acob begin to love her | 
, more heartily than betore, Theſe foure were borne one after another, 
 yeare by yeare, without long intermiſſion ; then ſhe ceaſed bearing, 
till Zacob had faure children by the two handmaids, then ſhe hail two 


more {ons. 


"4 in To ' 1/ſachar the fifth ſonne, fignifying there is a reward for giving her 


Indab, what 
ic fipnitics, 


' not wont to give rewards for our bad deeds, and though it was of ig- 
| norance, yet 1twas a (in in her togive her maid to her husband;there- 
_ | forewemuſt take heed of imitating her in conceiring that God is 
well pleaſedwith our faults, Such is the blipdnefle of our mindes, 

| | thatweareaptto run into ſucherrours. 
2:54/41,what | The Jaſt ſon was Zebulun, ſignifying dwelling, becauſe God had 
given her ſo goodly a dowry as fix ſons, ſhe now begins to hope not 
alone that her husband will love her more, but ſo much now, as to af- 
foord her more of his company, and dwell with her, which ir ſeemes 
before he accuſtomed not ro doe, but with Rachel, For love 1s never 
ſatisfied unlefle ir enjoy the preſence and company of the perſon lo- 
[- ved ; theſeare Leahs fins, envy at her maide, Rachel (o far plaid the 
| fooliſh woman, that ſhe gave her bhandmaiden B1{h4h to beher buſ: 
bands Concubine, and ſhe had two ſons, which Rachel would ncedes 
take as her owne, rather than thoſe that her owne ſiſter brought torth, 
Pau, whatir | andthe firſt ſhe called Day, which ſignifies, He bath judged, for faith 


ſignifies, ſhe, God hath judged me, and hath heard my cauſe, and hath giruenme a - 
| She 


| itfignities, 
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She bewrayes a diſtempercd paſhon, and would needes interclt Gol 
into her folly, as if now God in great favour, ſeeing how (1ce was 


bur her ſelte, by entertaining the bone-rotting vice of envy into her 
boſome, and yet ſhewill needes take this as a righting of her wrong 
from above, for ſothe word judging ſignifies, fo fooliſh we be that 
we will count our ſelves cicher ro be wronged by.men, when we have 
reccived none at all, or righted of God, when his Majeſty meaneth 


no ſuch matter. 
| O ignorant and felf.deceiving, and ſelf. conceited creatures that 


Gods hand. 


| The ſecond ſon of Bilhahis Nephthali, which ſignifies wraſtling,, | 
, becauſe ſaith ſhe, 1 have wraſtled with great wraſtlings with my ſiſter, | Bs 


and have prevailed, Certainly ſhe playes the unwiſe woman here too, | 
| and makes tvobold with Gods name, in ſaying, With wraſtlizg, of 
' God, and doth her ſiſter great injury. Poore Leak uſed no meanes to! 
keepe her from fruitfulnefle, ſhe neither did keepe her husband from | 
her, nor any other thing by which to hinder her from being a mo. | 
ther, therefore her wraftlings were only conceited wraftliogs, 
and ſhee proved that envy will cauſe one to thinke hee is oppo- 
ſed, when indeed he is not, let us take heed of dreaming that we 
bee wraſtled withall, and prevaile, when in very deed, it is neither ſo 
nor ſo, 

The two ſons of Zilpah are next borne, the firſt Gad, which ſigni- 
fies a troupe, whereby Leah ſhewes that her deſires or hopes were 
yet raiſed to looke for a many more children , as indeed ſhee 
had three after, this by Tacob of her owne body, and one more 
whom her imitation of her ſiſters weakneſſe made her to account her 
owne tOO, 

The next ſon is called Aſher, for now ſaith ſhe, The dans hters will 
count me happy, and the name ſignifies happineſle ; ſure, for ought 
that I can judge, no body ever applanded Leahs happineſle in this 
matter, yea, ſhe would rather have been judged bappy, if ſhe could 
have counted it happineſſe cnough, to have borne ſons her ſelfe, and 
not followed her ſiſters folly, in giving her maideto /acob : Where- 
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wronged, had come toright her : Fond Rachel, no body wronged her | 


we be, let us beg more wiſdome aud unpartialneſſe to our ſelves at 


in yet ſhe is leſſe excuſable than her ſiſter, who might ſeeme to have. 
more reaſon for her fa, becauſe ſhee her ſelfe was childleſſe. But 
you may ſee what fond things wee bee many times, to count that a 
great matter of happineſſe, and take great content in ic, which of it 
{{elfe verily is nothing for our good. 

| Bur the children of Rachel come at laſt ; /oſep/ , which fig- | 
nifies\, hee will adde, or give mee another ſon ; here Rachel be. 
gins to ſhew ſome goodneſſe, ſome faith ; the receiving of one 
benefir, upon her prayers, makes her hope that God will give her 


another, 


Then 


N-phibali, 
what it fig01- 


+ * 


Gad, what ir 
lignifics, 


Aſer, what it 
[1gaites,) 
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Ioſeph, what 
it Fgnifics, 
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Then followes Benjamin, called by her Benons , The ſon of my 
ſorrow , and Iaceb hot willing to have a fonne of fo 11] and omr. 
nous a name, yet comes to the name as neare as he can, ſaying, 
hee ſhall bee called Benjamin ; . as much as if hee had ſaid, One 
whom I will love as my righr hand, and never ſuffer ro depart from. 
me, for his mothers {ake that bare him. 

And theſe bue all Tarobs fonnes, His daughter was Dinah, Leahs 
ſeventh childe : rhe word ſignifies judgernent , and why ſhee was ſo. 
' named, becauſe the Scripture athrmes not, I will not trouble you | 
with my conjectures | 

In ſpe aking of them wew1!ll begin with the maiden, of whom wee 

ave nothing atallnoted that oo0d i IS. 

Some thinke ſhe was obs wite, whoſe life they caſt into the rime 
of Laceh , T havenorhing roalleadge either for, oragainſt this opini- 
0D, It 1s 2 conjeure,take 1t as you ſee good : but it is probable, that 
7ob might live abour this time, but of that no more till we come to 
{p cake of lob. | 

Now we goc on with Dinah, of whom we reade, as I ſaid, nothing 
but evill,, Gen. 34. 1. Shee would needes walke i into the City of 
| Shechem, when 7acob lived thereabouts; forſooth, To ſee the dangh-. 


_ 


\|cers of the Conntrey, whether thcy were faire maidens, what oarments' 


they wore, of what carriage, what garbes and faſhion they had. A 
folly rowhich many of you maides be too ſubject, you let your eyes | 
looke over wiftly upon the daughters : If you did alone take up | 
your ſelves in contemplating the faſhions at the Market, or as! 
you walke in the ſtreers, or the like , yer it were a ſpending of | 
| rime worſe than you need to ſpend it, ſure it 1$ not good togoe 
abroad idlely, when there is nothing to doc bur gaze herc and | 
there, when the minde hath no  Imploymient ot buſincfle to ſet i it 
ſclfe about. | 
A tazing eye ſhewes an empty heart, and tempts the devill to 
come thither, one rempting to fill the heartwith evill fancies, that is | | 
empty of God. 
pray you Virgins take warning by Dizah, be not you gadding ! 
abroad hither and thither, to ſce and bee ſcene alone ; Dinars ſuc. 
cefle may Zive you cauſe of fearing your ſelves in ſuch occaſi ng 
But cſpecially ler me exhort you toteach your eyes more piety.than | 
to beſtow themſelves in looking abroad to ſee taſhions then, when 
you come to the houſe of God, there to doe ſervice unto God, Then 
I ſay, doe not ſhew your ſelves ſo diſregardtull of God, fo very hy- 
pocrites, ſuch perſons as [ct their hearts wander (for that wandcrs if 
the eye wander ) when the body approacheth him : When you 
ſhould be marking what 1s read, or what 1s prayed, or what is ſung, 
or what 1s preachc d. A wandring eye at Church isa very bad thing, 


and is the devils inftrument to ſteale away all you heare, and to make 
VOu unprofitable hearcrs, 


| 
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I feare that this 15 the trueſt cauie why many of you learne | 
juſt nothing, and cannot anſwer what you heare , your eye | 
carried away your mindes, that they couli not attend by the | 
care, tO what was ſpoken, | 
Maidens let me propound D/»44s example to you, and warne you | 
to take heed of being deſirous to goe abroad to (ce faſhions, | | 
But a ſecond thing 1s, a young man ſaw her, and tooke her,and Jay | *- 4 y0ur% 
with her, and humbled her ; you {ee whar hurt followed here ; Shee | popes 1a 
went to ſee the daughters, but one of the ſons ſaw her,and worle than | ber. © 
char, luſted after her, and rooke her, and abuſed her body, whether 
by ſolicitation and enticement, or by force and ſtrength, or whether 
by a mixture of both, partly ſtriving, and partly ſoliciting, I cannot 
ſay, the words are ſuch as may carry the ſence of ſoliciting , as well 
as of raviſhing : bur we are willing to take things at the beſt for 
poore Dinah, and becaule the Scripture uſeth theſe phraſes to de- | 
ſcribe a Rape, Deut.22,28,29. Calling it a humbling her, as here, | 
we will incharity thinke, that the ſame miſery beſell her inthe Ci. 
'ty : for it was the Kings ſonne,who might eafily bring her ro ſuch a | 
roome in an houſe as might cauſe that her crying voice might nor 
be heard, or ſhe might be loath to cry, knowing what hee was, and 
that ſhe was a ftranger, But it it were fo,I am fearctull that her more | 
light carriage than was fit, gave occaſion to the young man of ſuch | 
fancies, and imboldened him to offer ſuch a kinde of violence as j 
he thought would not be reſiſted, 
| Let maides take hced leaſt their wanton eye and over-light coun- 


i 


tenance and promiſing lookes doe not enflame the beholder, andof- 
fer ſuch violence totheir corruption, as it were to make them offer 
violence tothem; and take heed much more, that they be not allu- | 
red to ſuch anevill, as nothing bur the violence of the doer can free | 
them from the impuration of a grievous fin, if they ſuffer, Let their | 
care be to keepe themſelves out of places inconvenient ; what did | 
Dinah with this young man in ſo ſecret a place, as might encourage | | 
| him to offer force > Sure hewould not have forced her in the midi | 
of the ſtreeres, he was nor ſodebauſhr and brutiſh, as to compel] her | 
| in an houſe before many. Nay, ſcarce any man ſo lewd, that hee will | 
attempt ſuch a thing, butwhen noperſon is preſent, If ſhe were ra- 
| viſhed, yet ſhe was ſomewhat guilty of her owne rape, becauſe ſhee 
| won!d beenticed ro goe into an houſe with a ſtranger. Had ſhee | 
| beene of his long acquaintance, had hee beene a ſuitor to her before | 
| with the £00d conſent and allowance of both Parents, had ſhe beene 
allowed ro ſet her minde upon him, fo as to intend to become his | 
' wife, then it had not beene ſo blame-worthy, to have lo farre truſted | 
| her ſelfe with him. But when her buſineſſe was nothing bur to ſee | 
and be ſeen, to ſuffer her ſelfe ro be led by a ſtranger into ſuch a | 
placeas might give him opportunity rodo her violence, was a figne 
chat her carriage was ſcarce modeft, not at all diſcreer, ny 
or 
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For to cxcule her by ber age, leemeth no juſt excuſe, ſeeing it 
appearcth by the young mans ſuit tor ter afterwards, that ſhee was | 
now marriageable, Now theretore lect her example make you mat- ' 
dens civill, and ſobcr, and modett in your carriage, and fo prudent. | 
d1iicreet, and baſhtul] , as not ro venture your felves intothe com. | 
2any of youn.z men at ſuch places and times, as may produce as bad | 
ICOUVELIENCES tO you,as This that befcll Dizab. | 

And ſo much tor this daughter, tor after this we heare no more of | 
cr, but that her brethren tooke her our of Hamers houſe after they | 
had committed the execrable murder, whcr.ot we ſhall have caule ! 
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= to ſpeake after. 
IT trbe Now come we tothe ſonnes, and firſt, I will handle the things 
Ther cm that were common totherm all, v:z, their {innes, their good deeds, 
{men ant their miſerics, their benefits. | 
{ 1. Al ofthe Firſt, it is common to them all ſave 7oſeph and Benjamin, that they | 
wo. on were men of no goodnefſe nor conſcience ; They had a good Father | 
au. b1-*12in. and Grandfather, and they proteſled a good religion, bur their con. | 
| ©<137-2-  verlation was naught and ſcandalous, fo that 7oſeph being young, | 


E could nor in his conſcience chooſe but acquaint his Father with ! 
| \ theircvill decus, 
| O this is a grievous thing, that children which have godly 

EIS education by godly Parents, and have knowledge of the true God, | 

and arc members of the true Church, thould be yet ot manifeſt ! 
il] behaviour , ſhould runne into palpable and grofſe naughti- | 
nefſe openly, to the torment of their Parents hearts, and diſgrace of | 
| true re[l1g10n, | 
Bc nor ſome of you youthes (whole Parcnts,though they muſt not 

be compared'to lacob, yet are ſuch as have teared God, and aftoorded 
vou the beſt helpes they could tovertueand piety ) as lewd and f1n- | 

| full in your carriage as 1«cobs ſonnes, Yes, yes, ſome of you are as 
| | evilty of evill demeanour as theſe youthes, though you have the 

TEM, ame furthcrances to goodnefſe, Now for the living Gods fake; 

| whoſe name you take upon you, for your owne ſoules fake, which 

F424 elſe will one day rue this naughtineſſe and rudenefle, and for your 

Parents and friends ſake, that are aſhamed and vexed with your 11! 
report, be intreated at length toconſider how great a wickednefle it 
is tO live naughtily , when God hath vouchſafed you to many 

1 meanesto make you good , and turne you from your evil] wayes, 
and frame you to ſuch a converſation as will beſeeme and comtort 


your {elves and your Parents, 


O ler nora /acobs ſonne be a drunkard,, a zameſter, a wanton, a 
| night-walker, and ill company keeper, a quarreller; let not ſuch | 


FEA .nettles grow upon a garden, learne to ſhunne what was loathſome 10 


£.10ev the ſons of Tacos, 
Hager But ſecondly, they were all guilty of beguiling Hawor and the 


' 2oy the Siches | 
[raite.| | Sichemites with purpoſed fraud and guile, yea,and with pretending 
| Geng, | : conſcience 
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conſcience and reſpect of relivion : You know the ſtory it ſelec : 
Shechem after he had defloured 7:cobs daughter, continued yet to bee 
ſirongly enamoured of her, and ſued for her ro her Father and Bre- 
thren, offering any dowry. They would feeme to be hindered from 
granting the ſuitby religion; They were circumcited, of the true | 
religion, a religion fleighted and neglefcd in Canaan, and it was | 
nota ſafething in conſcience, and would be a reproach to them to 
make marriages with perſons uncircumciſed, but it they would em- | 
brace their religion, and teſtific it by being circumciſed, then rhey | 
would willingly condeſcend; Now all this calke of circumcition | 
'rended bur to bring the Sichemites to ſuch a caſe, that they might | 
the better accompliſh revenge, | 
O miſerable fault, to cover hatred with deceitfull words, 4 Fot- 
heard covered with ſilver droſſe, To ſpeake one thing and meane the 
| Contrary, to pretend a good purpoſe to cover a bad, ard the more caſi- 
ly to ctte& it by covering, 

Hcre was a mixture of impiety, 110 making religion a cloake to: 
revenge, and of traud in harbouring and intending,and yetdiſguizing, 
revenge. 

Sodealt 4/a/om with his Father David, and the ſhame of ſuch 


i... At. 


thinkes himfſeltewiſe. 
Now I beſceth you take heed of deceit and guile, the deceitful! 


ſhall not live out halfe his dayes. To hate, and yer diſlemble with 
his lips, laying up deceitwithin him, 1s a loathſome thing. Ir is a 
| paxt of the de(criptionet an unſanRificd man, With their tongnes they 
' have #{cd deceit ; Nature teacheth men ro blame this fin in others, | 
therefore nature gives light enough to diſcover it in ones ſelfe, 
| Shame it therefore, and hate it : It is bad to haveuſed this fraud for 
 covetouſneſle or ambition ſake, to get wealth or honour, by over- 
reaching others , bur ir is work of all when it is joyned with re- 
venge and with bloodinefle, that a man make himſelte a bloody and 
decetttull man. Ir is naught when only good will is pretended, but 


abuſe the noble thing in the world, by making it a drudge to the | 


(hall breake forth in the Congregation, hee is a foole, though hee | 


when religion is made the cloake of cruelty and villany, this is to 


baſeſt. 

Now if any of your conſciences be guilty of abuſing pretences of | 
religion forthe compaſling of revenge, of goods, of luſt, of any other , 
villanous end, he hath ſinned the fin of Zacobs ſons. Let him be indu- | 
ccd to repent, and letus all be induced to abhor ſo great a wicked-, 
nefſe; he that doth compaſle any unlawfull end by deceir,makes the | 
{in twice &s grievous aselſe it would be : He ſhews that he commuts. 


itwith almoſt afull conſent of will, he makes his reaſon a ſlave to his | 


Let us love true, plaine, and juſt dealing, and abhorre couſenage 
and falſhood, 


Another 
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appetite, and ſerves ſin willingly, moſt willingly and deliberately. | 
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the Siche- 
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4 T hey hated 
their brother 
Io/*pb, 
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| 2. | ru Ns The Example f Cu P.22Z, | 
3. They all "Another faulr of Jacobs fonnes was this, they all fo tarre in- 
gd ©  [gaged themſelves into the murder of the Sichemites that they 


coniented to it, for they all joyned to {poile the goods of 
| the Sichemires, they all played the robbers in revenge, it was 
'nor ſo much coverouſneſſe as revenge that made them fſpoile the 
| City. 

O how vile a finne is this revenge ! one haddone them wrong , 
they revenge itupon a whole City : one had iojuried them in one 
ſiſter, rhcy wrong a number in many ſiſters and goods beſides : : here | 
is injuſtice and malice both ina very high degree. They are ſaid to. 
have beene gricved but with a carnal]l gricte, and ro have beene 
; wroth,but with a carnall wrath, for the folly commirred by Shechem, 

( and chat it wasa carvall wrath is manifeſt ; for loe, it makes them 
| ſecke to revenge themſelves by a moſt exceſſive and a moſt unjuſt 
| courſe. | 

[ call upon you to crucifie this humour of revenge, it is evident- | | 
| ly blamed : Awvenre not your ſelves, but give place nnto wrath , Recom- | 
| pexce mot evill for evill : Be not overcome of evil, Returnc not evill to | 
| him that bath done thee evill; it any thing may diſgrace private re- | 
verge, this example may ; for you ſee, when men thinke good to | 
cake pon them to revenge their owne quarrels , they know not how | 
to obſerve any equality or moderation, 

And now I require you all , as you will prove your ſelves true 
Chriſtians, and ever have the comfort of being Chriſts (heepe , 
follow bim in not revenging wrongs, for hee gave you an example : 
S. Peter ſaith of this vertue , when hee did not render reviling for 
reviling, nor threatening words neither, for evill deedes, If you 
harbour revenge, you forgive not, and if you will not forgive , you 
(hall nor be forgiven, 

Morall Philoſophy teacheth us not to wrong or hurt another un- 
provoked , but it tolerates it when wee are provoked by wrongs; bur 
the perfection of Chriſtian religion 1s this, that it teacheth , and 
where it is intruth, enableth not alone, notto recompence wrong, 
to a wrong doer, butalſo todoe good againſtevill, 

Shunne you this wickedneſſe, and follow not the wickednefſe of 
[icobs ſonnes , but take heed of wronging any intheir goods, for 
revenge ake. 

Anothcr fault of theſe young men, they hated their brother 70o- 
{eph out of envie, and could not {| peake peaceably to himy and when 
| God by dreames foretold his preterment above them , rhey envyed 
him and hated him yet worſe; yea, all but Reuben reſolved to kill 
him, andrto ſeewhat would become of his dreames, and mocked 
bim with the name of This dreamer 3 and all but Rexber too con- 
{.nrto ſell him fora bondſlave, and 'accordingly doe it, and when 
in chat anguiſh of his ſoule hee beſought them, as themſelves after 
contefi2, rhey would not heare him, | 
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Ah beware you of theſe finnes of envying, for that will bring | 
| forth a defire to murder or as bad as ro murder and harden one to | | 
all cruelty char no intreaty ſhall fofcen. Take heed, take heede of | | 
theſe vices, Envy, murderouſnefle, deridino, hard-hearcednefle, | | 
| cruclty. They bee fearcetull vices, transforming 2 man intro a 
| Diyell. | : 
| If any of you have beene over-ruled by them, !et him not de- 
' ferre to berwaile and confefle them before God, and let us all Op- | 


S—_—_— 
a ® —— 
- 


— 
” ———- - 


| poſe theſe vices, if they atlauit us, by holy meditarions and Play= | | 
crs;. bctray not your ſclves into tne hands of fo horrible vices; for | | 
want of refiſting them earneſtly, conſtan:ly and by ſpirituall meanes. | 
Eſpecially ſutter nor your ſelves to bee tranſported thus againſt a 
' brother, to hate a brother or neare kinſman, to thinke on murthe- 
'ring a brother, to neglect tis cryes of a brother and bee incxora- 
' ble againſt a brother, 1ntreating not to be murdered, to caſt him 
into a pit and {ell him for a ſlave or ro doe ſich kinde of injury to 
1 perſon fo neare by bonds of Narere, O waat an unnaturalneſſe 
is ir, and what a great height and dominion of Vice doth it | 
proove! Religion may bee abſ{2nc from an heart in which yet 
tome reliques of good nature doe remaine, but hee hath quench- 
ed all ſparkes of all gyodnefle in him, that can behave him- 
'ſelfe fo miſchievoully ro one, to whom nearencfſ2 of bloud ob- 
' ligeth him. None of theie were bretherento 7oſeph by the 
| mothers fide, but alone by the Fathers, but an halfec 
| brother is foe nearely joyned, that that name ſhould | 
| have beene ſufficient ro have kept them backe from ſuch wic- | 
' kedneſle, | | | 
| Prayto Godto preſerve you from vnnatvrallneſſe, and if any of | | | 
| you havetrampled theſe naturall bonds nnder feet ; let him addrefle | + | 
himſclte to moſt hearty lamentation, oreiſe the God of nature will 
ſharpely puniſhthe fleighting of natura!l bonds. Ir is a diabolicall | 
fury of finne char cauſeth a manto breake aſunder theſe bonds of braſle 
and iron, | 8] 
Butyectas bad or worſe thenthis, they lyed and couſened their old | fr 8 ©: 
Father to make him belecve, thar 7ſeph was killed by a wild beaſt, as| ala pace. | 
the Story ſhewes, Gen. 37.37. Indeed Renber vias not conſenting to 
the ſclling of Toſeph, but ir may fexme that he was willing to hold his 
peace, and to conceale their fat, which hee thought could netther| 
bee prevented nor redreſſed by revealing, and it may well be that they | 
did not acquaint him with their ſelling of 7oſeph. Bur loe they all a- 7 
gree tocolour their finneto their Farherand bring him into ſuch a con- 
ceit as filled his heart with extreamity of anguiſh : Evill children they | 
were that would cover their fault by telling ſuch a lie unto their Farher 
as they needednot tohavetold; for their {inne would not have been 
themorerevealed, ifrhey had ſaid nothing then to counterfit ſuch a 
thing, and Tacobs greites perhaps would not have beene fo great if there 


had remained any hope of his ſonnes life. Bur it is ike that they were 
| | Ls Mm _ gelirovs* 
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dcfir Irous to pur him into a conceit of noſephs death, for fearc leaſt hope | 

of his life might pur him upon ſuch an enquiry as might fhinde him out : 

| ag2Ine,and {o diſcover their lewdneſle, for an ill conſcience is alwaics | 
full of feare and ſufpition, andwill conjeRure ſuch waics of diſcove- | 

| 'ry as 00 man cl{c can dreame of. 


/ | | 


| © Hath any of you licd to a Parent and ſought to concecale their | 


| naughtineſle by falſehood 2 Seethiswickedneſſe with remorſe, and 

| now take heedof abuling your Parents with tales; yea I beſcech you | 

| | beware of running into ercfle finnes, which will alwaies hazard you | 

| oh lying and falſehood tor the covering of them. | 
| | Sec here how one finne begets another in theſe men, envy doth | 

| breede an intention of murder and a wronefull a& as bad as! 
| \ murther, to {c}] a Brother for a ave. This wickednefſe bringson 
| | lying to hide it, and that in ſuch a ſort as had well nigh killed their | 

| | owne Father with gricfe, Feare to finne, for it will fo intangle | 

| you being once inthat you ſhall not know how to get our. 

dal fa, Butone uſe we muſt make of all this diſcourſe, to ſee how bad | 

| ' OUT OWNne natvres be and to be wondrous thanktull, that God hath | 

| ' not ſo farre lcft vsto our ſelves, as to be drawne to ſuch enormous. 
| offences. He that can Jooke upon the worſt men that have beene and | 

the worſt deeds, fo asro accule himfſclfe of the ſame bad nature,and | 
wo confcfle himtelte obnoxzous to the ſame crimes, and therefore }a- 
bours to be more humble in himſelfe, becauſe of the badnef{e of his 

| nature, andto be thankful ro God for the goodneflc he ſhewes inre- 

| {training that bad nature, he makes a ſingular uſe of other mens ſins. | 
| Bucif we heare or ſee other mens faultsonely to brag of our ſelves,that 
| we have not ſo offended nor will not ſo offend, it is a reſtimony of much 
| | blindneſſc and wnacquaintednefie with our ſelves,and may juſtly cauſe 
| 

| 
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the Loidto make us know our ſelves by giving us over to our owne | 
ſelves inlike manner. 
Their com: Rutnow a word ofthe common poodneſle of all,firſt totheir Father, | 
109 goodnes. They all gathered rogether to comtort him when he was inhis oreat and | 
N Theyall » exceeding ſadnefſe, This was well done, though rhey had wronged | 
fort their z.  himin being a cauſe of his ſorrow, yet it may ſecme they were | 
| ther in his | grearly troubled tothinke of their naughtinefle, and were carefull to 
grear fadneffe, ;to ule all meancs of reſtoring him to contentment againe, Bur ab 
what birter accuſations muſt thoſe their words refl«& upon their owne 
ſelves which they uſed ro comfort their Father « How could they 
| chooſe butalmoſt bewray themſclves by bluſhing one while and pale- 
| nelie another through the cheekes of their owne conſciences, when | 
ever they heard him;as oficn no doubt they did heare him name the 
name of Toſeph * But howlſoever, it was commendably done that now 
| 2,They were they ſought toaſſwage his ſorrowes, All good children ſhould ſtrive: 
| dunfull 0 im tg miniſter marter of comfort to their grieved Parents, and it is5an 
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:5 Zeypran4  Dainous and unnatural] hardnefle to doe otherwiſe. 
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\ nor caking Further,thcy were all dutitull to him in going downe to Egypt and! 


| mow ny th with not raking Benjamin with them ſecretly or againſt his will, and ſhewed | 
| _much 
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(FN. 
' much love and honourin burying him and lamenting him,and ſhewed 
themſelves carcfull of their tamilies and very penitenr ro Joſeph ar laſt,! 
and called eo minde this fin in theis troubles ar Foypr, and declared: 
by their ſubmiſhonto 1geph that they had truly repented, befides in| 
their behaviour to Toſeph before they knew him, they ſhew lowlineſle | 
and pood diſcretion. So in one word they grew berter and better as! 
fruits by time grow ripe and mellow, and at laſt unfamedly repented | 
 andall curned godly men, 7-4 

|  O that you which have beene rude; wilde, debauſhed in youth, ! 
would be carcfull now in your more ſtayed time to be truly peni- 
rent and become truly godly, There is a kinde of amendment by | 
age which is not ſufficient ro ſalvation, though ic ſomething reco-' 
'ver the credir, It is to lay afide the practiſe of ones profſer faults, 
'and to frame to acivill carriage and to a creditable bchaviour, | 
' though ſtill the heart remmaine vaine and earthly, and bee not. 
humbled ducly by the fight of theſe faults which were formerly 


committed. | 


_— — 


Such a kinde of morall amendment is better then | 
'none, bur I pray you that be old, doe not fatisfie your ſelves | 
with that, bur mend - throughout, See- and lament your bad-! 
'neſſe as well as your bad lives, lament and bewaile in ſecret and : 
' frequently the former diſorders, Be baſe in your owne cyes be- 
' cauſe of them, and labour to get them pardoned, and your cor: | 
| Tupt natures healed, and to ſhine in piety and holinefſe and all, 
goodnefſe ſo much the more by how mach your youth was more | 
finnefull. All you thar have beene grievous finners in youth take | 
this counſell, learne this leſſon of Tacobs ſonnes, 
| And you young men that have too too much broken forth, O/ 
jrake your ſelves to taske betime, and begia to amend betime., ! 
' Ler your Parents have the happinefle to ſee you reformed in their 
life time, to behold your change, that they may rejoyce in your 
| reformation, and bleſſe God for his goodneſſe in hearing their | 
prayers and granting their defires, and you may cauſe them to live 
ſo much longer and more cheeretully, by ſecing fo happy and 
 defireable a fight. It will add a new youth to an aged Parent; 


if he may ſee his much offending children returned quite backe tg | 
' the waics of God and goodneſlc, mo't comfortably will they leave | 


earth and goe to Heaven when they leave their children in ſuch 
plight as they may hope to mecte them there ar laſt, | | 

But Jet us looke into the benefits .which the Lord beſtowed up- | 
on them. 

Firſt, they had a godly Father and Progenitors and were them-. 
ſelves members, yea and pillars of the Church of God, of rhem | 
came a moſt populous and flouriſhing nation, in whom the viſible 
Church continued then, when all the nations of the world beſides | 
did lie in darknefle. | 
| A preater mercy then this the world cannot have, to be the | 
Church of God to have the Church continue in a mans poſterity, | 
__ Mm 3 _— 4. _ 
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this is afingular favour, and God pleaſed to take all theſe fans 

'andro make them hcires of his promiſe; 7/aac had buttwo ſonnes, | 

Tacob and Eſau, God tooke Tacoh and refuled Eſar, cAbraham had | 

| bur. two ſounnes, God caſt out 7/hmaet and gave the bleſſing and 

| promiſe to one alone even to Iſaac; but ſee the great tavour 

| | thewed to all theſe, they be all raken into the Church, all partake 

'of the bleſſing, all are made hceires of the promiſe. If we confi- | 

| der their carriage, Iſhmael never committed ſo great and mor. | 
'ſtrous a taulr againſt the {ccond Table as 1udab, for he never fell | 
into inceſt, bur hee ſcorned 1ſaac, Eſau never did ſo foule a faulc as | 
 $/mrou and Levi, but he defpited his birth-right and hated lacob, | 
' So God did nor take theſe for their goodnefle, bur of his mercy, | 

| though they were of rude carriage hee (uffcred them not to defpile | 

and contemne the truth and ſo {till kept them within the Church. Fur- : . 

| thermore, foure of theſe were borne of hand-maidens as well as 

| Iſhmael, aad yer the Lord rejeRted them not, This is the firſt 

| ' bencefir, we muſt learne to cſteeme ic a choice mercy that God | 

| vouchſafeth us theſame, 1n making us members of his Church, and | 
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| inplanting the rrue Church amongſt us. | 
4 ' , / - L | 
| 2 Gudlaved | Further, God ſaved them all from a great danger, over-awing | 
| them all trom W : ; | F | 
| the Canaanites that they did not purſue and deltroy them for that 


a ove danger, Ott 
2 ' inſolency they ſhewed at Shechem, 

| It is a great mercy it God repreſle the wrath of men towards 
any, ſo that when they haye both provocation and power, yet 


| | they be reſtrained from taking vengeance; God hath the hearts of 


| men in his hand and can it he pleaſcth and often doth over-rule and 
ZE | ' over-awethemin this manner, 
2. They had Thirdly, they had riches and wealth in abundance, this is a com- 


dent that if we feare God, he will not denie us neceſſaries, 

4 1oepb eomri Laſtly, they had a good friend ſent downe to Egypt to provide 
foie i for them, that their families and themſclyes mighe not periſh by fa. | 
| 'mine, and he forgetting all their cruelty and injuſtice tooke care of | 
| . __'themand their children, comforting and ſuccouring and countenan-| 
| 


Fl © . 
EY” nc mon beneftt, learne notto over-eſteeme it nor abule it,and be-confl- 


cing them even after their Father was dead, fo thatthey lived moſt | 
comfortably during his life, This is a moſt remarkeable favour, that 

God provides long before for the helping of his people out of di- 

ftreſle, and that by ſuch waies as they could never gueſſc, of ad- 

' vancivg ſuch perſons, as they did leaſt conceive ſhould be helpfull 

to rhem, and inclining their hearts tro doc them good, of whom 

| they covld leaſt expe kindnefſe, Bur ſee the folly of man that 
| | is often bitter againſt thoſe things, by which God intends their 
great welfare, as Joſephs Brethren againſt his preferment, without 

| which they had periſhed, | 
Their «205, Now for tkeir crofſes we reade of few, they were in danger from 
Eſau when they were children, yet not ſo young but that they had 


| {ome fcnce of it, but that was ſoone over and they were never the! 
| better} 
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[better forit, They were in danger at Shechem, but that they conſi- 
Idered not of, and God ſaved them afore they were aware. But 
the famine pinched them and their family, andtheir rough handling 
{in Egypt cruſhed them,ſo that they were tamed with irand through- | 
ly brought to repentance. It is a great goodneſſe of our heavenly 
Father to heale the ſoules of his people by fatherly chaſtize- 
ments and by blowes to leade them to repentance. 
We mult be thankefull to God for our cſcaping of famine, 
{ rough uſage, and other like croſſes, bur ſpecially wee muſt beſcech | 
him that what croſſes hee ſees fir to inflit, may bee ſanRified 
unte us to bring us to repentance, to revive in us the remem- 
brance of finnes paſt, and humble our hearts for them; 
farre better is it to haye medicinable croſſes 
| then to live ar caſe without 
| crolles, 
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>'Þ\ 24, Omewhat muſt be ſpoken of Tacobs ſonnes in ſe- | 

da verall, lo many of them as the Scriprure ſets | 
=. forthunto us in reſpe&t of any ſpeciall thing 

& done by them. Theſe arc Rewben, Simeon, Levi, 
Na 1udah, Toſeph. | 
> Firſt for Reubes, wee note his bad deeds, his 
good deeds, his croſſes and benefits. 

Firſt for his bad deeds. Beſides what was com- 
mon with the reſt, He commitred inceſt with his Fathers Concus- | 


| 


Renbes, 


1, His faults, 


Gen.3 adds 
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140. Gen, The Example of CunarP.29, &c.| 
1.Ho commics bine, Bilhah the maide-ſeryant of Rachel, whom Tacob had taken tg | 
red inceſt with) himſclte at the inſtance of his wife, her Reuben defiled, | 
tat gms we Inceſt is a great finne, it defileth the Fathers bed, it is a wrong 
Inceftisa {fo himlſelfe and the party with whom hee offendeth as atly finnein 
great li \rhat kindc, and it is much againſt nature ſhewing a moſt violent 
and brutiſh rage of luſt, treading downe all confiderations even of 
the lawes and rules of nature it ſelfe, in diſcovering the Fathers na-' 
| Cor.s, | kedneſſe, and wronging fo deare aperfon in fo high a degree, and! 
in athing fo neere unto him. Paul ſpeakerh of it as of athing not 


| 
[ſo much as named among the Heathen, and was greatly grieved | 


that it was committed and not ducly puniſhed among the Corrnths. | 
Abſalom committed it with an high hand and extreame wilfull- | 
nelle and preſumption, even upon ten of his Fathers Concubines 
one after another, and that openly and of purpoſe to vexe his Fa- 
| ther and make the jarre betwixt them irreconcilcable, the law plaine- | 
ly forbad ir. 1 
| þ Now how comes it to paſſe that men runinto ſuch groſſe fins? | 
| 
| 


Anſwer, Firſt, God pleaſcth to leave men unto themſelves and 
permit their breaking forth into ſuch horrible crimes, to inake the | 
wickedneſſe of mans hcart knowne, to humble the offendours and | 
| make way for the demonſtration of his mercy, or elſe to ſhew his 
juſtice in puniſhing one fanne with another, and in puniſhing al! at | 
. \|laſt with much ſeverity, and to warne others by the example of 
[=] _ the offenders, and therefore this Gods permiſſion is not to be blamed 
,or murmured at : for he is ready to forgive {uch enormous cvills to 
'thepenitent, as he did alſo pardon Reubey. 
|  Againe, the Divell our of the filthineſle of his owne nature and his 
moſt outragious wickedneſle and deadly hatred of God and man, is | 
ready to thruſt men out even into ſuchabhominations, becauſe the grea- j 
| ter the offence the more it diſhonours God, and hurts the ſoule, name, 
| 'andall of the offenders, which he dclighteth in,and he hopes by one | 
| | bad example to draw others tothe like cvill, and ſo to doe more mil- | 
| ' [chicte to mankinde. 

i And for man, his corruptions are very ſtrong, and there is little or 
| 'No feare of God before his eyes, wherefore by degrees he will 
waxe cxtreamely wicked, and runne into crimes againſt the very 
| | light of nature : for when any thing begins to corrupt it | 
doth grow worſe and worſe, till it come ro extremity; be- 
2 ' [cauſe jt is akinde of cafic motion to goe from bad to worſe, and 
{ eſpecially it is ſo in this corruption of the ſoule, becauſe every finne | 
| | | addes blindneſſe and hardnefſe to the minde and heart, and ſo canſeth 

2 the ſinnes to ſeeme farrelefſe vile and miſchicyous then they be, be- | 
| ſides all fines doe flatter with a kinde of carnall and ſenſuall content, | 
and ſo carry away the fancic and paſſions, and by them alſo the will 
togive conſent and ro a the wickedeſt things. 

'P | Weemuſt learne firſtto ſee our vile nature and to feare and looke | 
pi 


fo our ſelyes, ſtriving againſt leſle finnes, that we may nor be _ | 
red' 
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red over to greatet through Gods juſtice and the ſtrength of our. 
luſts, yea to repent of lefſer finnes and ftrive to ger them par- | 
{doned and healed, and to cry carneſtly ro God that he would | 
keepe us, ſeeing alas wee be ſorry and fimple keepers of our , | 


ſclves,thus we may eſcapogroſſcrevills: we muft not therfore bragge, | 


land cenſure, and preſume, bur know our owne nature, pittic others | 


| and hcedfully watch over our ſclves. | 


Againe, we are to be greatly thankfull to God for keeping us from | 
| ſuch notorious vices, for ſuch is his goodneſle that he reftraines the 
| greater number from ſuch crimes, becauſe he will not have humane | | 
 focicties roo much diſordered and polluted, ro haſten his vengeance | 
on the world, this reſtraint is a favour deſerving thankes. O hou of- | 
'ren hath Godinthe time of our unregeneracic held us off from 
| moſt foule evills that wee would have committed. Let us mag. | 
\nifie God therefore and nat lift up our felves for ſuch preſerva- 
tion, | 
And if any have committed ſuch vile finnes, let them be much 


— 


' humbled and make haſt to repert , knowing the goodneſle F 


.of God whoif we caſt downe our ſelves, 1s ready to pardon ſuch. 
 finnes and ſinners. Benot hardened, grow not impudent 1n finning, 
{neither ſceke to extenuate great finnes, but labourro be greatly aſha- | 
29 > them, ſorrowfull for them, and earneſtly ſue for grace to | 
| heale your natures, and willingly confeſle them before God, if 
'they breake our ſo 2s to prooveſcandalous betore men allo. | 
| Now ſee Rewbens particular good deeds, ' 2.His verrues, | 
Firſt, he turned his Brethren from their purpoſe of killing 7oſeph, | He wiitly | 
| not by carreſt oppoſition which would rather have exaſperated them | ts the | 
[and haſtened the execution of their evill plat, but by a kinde of ar- | killing of ee 
tificiall diſcreet and gentle way difſwading from the unnaturall- /%* 
{neſſe, ſeeing hee was their Brother and propounding a way lefſe un- / 
{naturall in it ſelfe ro ſeeme too, and yer not lefſe fir for their pur- | 
poſe, kill him xot with your hands, but caſt him into a pit and let him 
ſtarve there. His meaning was ndt to Ter him periſh, but he knew 
'that hee could not by force take him our of their hands now, 
| yet he had good hope ſecretly and intheir abſence to pull him out 
' of the pit anddeliver him ſafe ro his Father, 
| Youſechere reſpet to his Brother mixed with tender love to his 
Father alſo, whoſe affetion to Teſeph hee well knew and could not 
but foreſee that which fell ont after, how moſt heavily and indeed 
' over-heavily he would take the loſe of 7oſeph. So a good Brother 
; ſhould pittie his Brother, being a man fit ro be pittied and fave 
| him from wrorg.A good ſonne ſhould pitty his Father and Parents, 
and ſtrive to prevent the things that will be grievous to them. Eſpc- 
cially the more any man hath once ſinned againſt his Parent as Rex | 
ben had, the more carefull hee ſhould be as it were to make a- | 
mends for his former wickednefle, by ſecking to doe them good the | 
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' Andinoppoſing our ſelves toevill counſell and deeds, we ſhould 
| learne of Rexbern to ule wiſedome and prudence, and when wee ! 
| want power to doe a good thing openly, direQly and by ſtrong | | 
hand, chen to doe it artificially and indircaly and under hand, pro. | 
pounding to the contrivers of ſuch counlcll ſome other way leſle | 
; evill, which wee may be able to crofſe more cafily. Ir is not a! 
' faule to ſeeme to yeeld to ſome ſmaller fault with a purpoſe and | 
rclolution of preventing the whole matter, by making a ſhew of 
'yceldance to {ome degree or part of it, and here you ſee ſome ap- 
' pearance of cvill is not to be difliked, as Salomor alſo ſeemed to 
incnd the dividing of the living childe, for the finding our of the | 
truce Mother, When for alittle ſpace a man onely ſeemes to allow | 
'a fault, that ſhortly after hee may the better maniteſt his diſlike by | 
eeRing ſome good, this is not to doe evill that good may come | 
of it,bur todoe good in a prudent manner. Let us take care to hinder | 
other mens taules and ro doc it wiſely, that over-carneſincſle maynot | 
Secondly, as he ſoughtto prevent his death and hurt, ſo was he fully 
mindcd to rcſtore him to his Father againe, 
 Sowemuſtintend and feeke out fir meanes of bringing our inten. ! 
tions about to do good unto thoſe men whom we ſo caulcleſly purſued | 
by ill men and ro ferthem 1n ſafety and proſperity; eſpecially to thoſe | 
:thatare ncere unto us, and when wee may bring comfort alſo to 
others by procuring the ſafery of ſuch as arc deare to them, as 7s- : 


'dah after would have beene a bond-man to Joſeph in Berjamrns * 


itcad, that he might ſend him home in ſafery which would have | 
beene lefle to tis Fathers gricte, becauſe he was more able to looſe ; 
Tudsh then Benjanun, When ſuch caſcs fall our, we muſt take fir op- | 


 portunitics ot doing good. | 
Laſtly, it gricved Rexben exceedingly when he found his hopes ! 
' diſappointed and ſaw 7oſeph taken ont of the pit, for thenthough he | 
did not know what they had done with him, yer he conjectured chat | 
it was not for good that they had remooved him,and therfore he rends | 
his clomhes,faying ina dolefull complaint, the Lad is not youder, and I 
'whither ſhall 1 goce He could not thinke I ſuppoſe of incurring his Fa- 
thers anger for not preſerving Teſeph, for he might well enough con- 
ccive thatthe matter ſhould never cometo his Fathers knowledge, but | 
{orrow' for his former #ault by which he had grieved him very much, 
made him exceedingly heavie,thatnow a new crofle ſhould fall out to | 
'poore 1acob, which he knew would cruth him much more rhenhis faulr | 
' had done. So that con'ſc:outncle and penitent | ſorrow for his former | 
evill,nade him much more loving now to his Father, much more de- | 
firous to prevent his gricfe, and much more diſcontented and trou- ! 
bled when he found himſclfe prevented of the thing he deſired, 
' All men nuiſt learne tobe grieved if any occaſion tall our againſt 
their wills 2nd knowledge, by which they be hindred from doing 
fuch good as they intended, Indeed ir can hardly be thought, tha: | 


i 
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' one did ſeriouſly purpole to crofle an evill plot, if the thing being of] 
| weight, he be not {crioufly troubled, that he is diſabled from croſſing | 


Fig 


| 

jof children is rhis: The more they have by their offences grieycd | 
their Parents already, the more carctull they muſt bee to ſhew | 
|thcir love and reſpeR unto thein afterwards by all meanes, and to | 
'take heavily thoſe things which they know will grieve them. 
| But moſt wicked and impenitent and gracelcfle muſt they be coun- 
'tcd thar ſtill adde wrong to wrong, and perſiſt in a continuall | 
courſe of vexing and tormenting their Parents hearts by their miſ- | | | 
demcanous, breaking forth Hill more and more, 

| Further Kenvex did a good worke when hee ſought to remooye | 4 He (ouake rs 
| his Father from his ſtificneſſe in reſolving not to ſend Beajamin to O—_—— 
| Ezypt, and if it were poſſible to winne him to that which was ſo ttuttnes in _re-] 
'behoovefull for them all; yea and doing it with much earneſt- fs *2 lene 


3 roo, ſaying, Sley my Sonnes if I bring him not to thez> xp. 
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Bur the matter which I would moſt commend to the imitation | | 
| 


"” cr" 


Benjamin into | 


azaine, hee did not meane to expoſe his Sonnes to the danger | 
*of d:ath by his Fathers and their Grand-fathers hand ; for hce 
knew him to bee a farte mare loving Grand-father, then thar | | 
hee could finde in his heart to rake ſuch a fruitleſſe and boor- | 
Jeſſe revenge, but his meaning is to deale moſt effecually with | | 
; his Father, ro perſwade him to a necdefull thing' and dilſwade 
him frem an harmetfull peremptorineſle, as much as if hee had | 

told him, thar hee would ule as much care and diligence for | 

| Benjamin preſervation, as ifthe life of his ewo ſons did lyc ar ſtake for | 
him, | 

| Iris a good thing even very vehemently to ftrive to remoove | 
[our friends from ill and unreaſonable reſolutions, and this may | 
well bee done even to Parents and Governours, fo that fill wee ; 
obſerve ſuch a manner as may not diſcover any diſ-regarding or | 
;ſlcighting of them. Let no man therefore abſtaine from doing ſuch | 
| agood office to his Governour though it ſeeme nor ſo pleaſing for | 
'the time, for at the laſt it ſhall fo commend ir ſelfe to him thar 
finds the benefit of it, as that diſlike will bee turned into favour, 
 onely {o that an oyer-rough manner of doing doe not adde to the | 
\ birterneſle of the thing, as it did in 7046 when he perſwaded Da- | 
'wvdto goout and ſpeak unto his ſervants, 

| And let not Governours bee offended with their Inferiours for 
[taking upon them fo farre, Ir 1s no tranſgreſſion of duty, even car- | 
'neſtly ſtrive to difſwade or perſwade a Ruler in ſuch things. Tt 
|is weakenefſe enough in a | 00069- on ſuch an occaſton' to ſay, 
| nay > but to chafe and bee angry 'is a dovible fault, wee 
| finde noe ſuch diſtemper in TacobG, This is the good of Rev. ; 
ben. Rs croffes, | 
| His afflitions, ſo farre as is recorded, were not many, indeed |Hs Father ; 


minded him © 


none but what was common with his other Bretheren, except we | ON 
| _ may deathebed. | 
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\may count tha: a crolle, that hee was fſulfred: to fine fo farre, | 
' and dovbtleſice ir vas a corrafiveto him all his dayes after, and 
that his fore-mentioned gricte, as it was in ſome ſence an ad of 
vertue, {0 ic yas aluttcring otevitl, Porto be grieved for ſome miſery 
 likero betall our triens 18a great miſery to him \ that ſo orieverh, | 
Bur one croflc hee had, rhar his Facher did minde | 
im of his fault on his death-bed before all his bretheren, and | 
(did then and there Gif-inherit him, he tooke it well, and made no. 
mgry reply. 
| ſc is an affliction to bee diſ.inherited or otherwiſe deprived of 
| any benctir which clic wee ſhould have had; becauſe of our finnes : 
| An :d wee mult learne when ſuch a crofle is laid upon us, to bcare 
it quictly and fruitfully roo, I meane fo as not to breake fortty in | 
| A1gCT and diſcontent againſt him that doh withdraw fuch things 
tro, n its, nor Fe OP 1ſſe it over lc -1ohrly and carcleſly as not re- | 
Jarcing the hand of God, bur ro accept ir as a juſt punith ment of | 
Þ ourf ”__ and make 1t a meanes of renewing and increafing our Repen- | 
' tance. | 
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2. His benefire of the benefits of Renhen beſides the common, we read of his | | 
 beelj1d divers? FrgzefullnetTe, for hee had divers ſonnes when rhey went doiwne to 
29H ' &2pt, and ſo hee made one of the twelve Tribes. Wee have ; | 
noced this mercy afore in others; Jet us take heed that the com- | 
| | monneſle of this mercy make us not diſvalew it. A bencfit i5 no 
| whit leffe ro be eſteemed, becauſe the Lord vouchſaferth to comm- 
municarcitto many, and it 15 nothing bur our folly rhat takes occaſion | 
to ficizht ſuch favours. 7 
idols andifo. Now I come to $1#13 and Levi, we have their {pc :ctall n and the | 
| ve char linne Puniſhment ot.it noted, | 
paonule, 5  Thefinne 1s d ouble. Firlt, They were the Actors ofthat blou- | 
| of 5 ohne dy and ragetu}l murder and ſpoyle commuted on the S:chenntes, 
| mites. -- in killing Hamnor, Shechon ond all the Males. They drew ther | 


' (words and wot in boldiy on the third dry when all were ſere—, and) 
ſlew all the men they met withall, Jacob doth curſe thcir rage and anger, | 
 anddoth abominate the fame. 

Tr is a grievous finne to kill men in a wrathfull paſſion, wichour | 

juſt warrant and calling from God, indeed to kill one particu- | 
lar perſon is finne enough, and calleth for the Sword of the 
Magiltratetocur of the ſinner, how much more to fill ones hands with | 
bloud, and kill as here a whole city or rowne, | 
er is 2 _ Murder is a finte againſt the light of Scripture and of Nature, 


— — 


lax. againſt the Lawes of GOD and every well ordered Common- 


weale, a grolle firine and palpable, a miſchicvous finne, wrong- | 
ing the Perſon murdered in his life, the pretiouſeſt thing hee hath, | 
with an irrecoverable wrong, wronging his Friends, wronging the | 
 Commen-weale, and wronging GOD extreamely i in preſumptuous | 


Aucroching vpon his prerogative, to be the wakeras hee hath becnerhe | 
giver of life, | 
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O be thankfull ro the living God, that hee hath kept you from | 
this red and crimſon finne, eſpecially if any have beene fo inflamed | 
with rage as once David, that he hath even defired, and rclolved, | | 
and intended, and attempted ro commit murder, as it fell outto Da- | 
v1d, and he hath kept him from ir, either by preventing the occaſion, | 
' or ſome counlell comming berwixt, or fome diverting of the blow | | | 

or the like, O let him be thankfull that he hath cſcaped the ta& of 
murdcr, 25 well as be humble, that he hath defired ro commir the ! 
faalc. Yee muſt not alcribe to our ſelves thc ummunity from grolle | 
ſtancs, and pleaſe our felves in our eſtate becauſe of it, but we muſt | 
2ive God the glory, and loath and abafe our ſelves and our bad | | 
nature, that ſhould fall into them 1f wee were left to our [clves, | 
chictcly it nothing have ſtopped us from them but want of Op-, 
 portunity | 
And now ever mortifie anger and wrath, and revengefull boyling | 
of heart, tor he that nouriſheth wrath, malice, envie in his ſpit 
. within, {hall ar laſt be carried away lo farre with that inward diſtem- | 
pcr, that if occaſion offer it ſclfe, he ſhall flame forth into the groſſe 
act of murder, All corruprious being fed in the heart within, doe | 
gather ſuch ſtrength, rhar if there be firnefſe of occation they will 
breake out indeed : O bring not your ſelves into ſuch a temper, 
[that the Divell ſhall have you in readineſſe to make murdcrers 
' of, it ever hee can fir you with time and place and other Clrcum- | b. 
' ſtances. i 
Beware of blouds, beware of blouds, this ſine teares the con- | | {1 
' ſcience in an hundred peeces when once ir is made ſenſible. This | a 
| ſtnne leaves a deepe ſtaine, ir begets grievous horrors, and makes | 
{the ſoule ſtill fierce in pronouncing evill againſt it, after it hath beene 
| fierce in doing ſo great anevill unto others. Pray to God to preſerve 


' 
- 
; 


| you from it, and germecke, gcntle, quier, patient ſpirits, which may j j 

' keepe you from being provoked with wrongs. | g 

| Andit any of you have tranſgreſled in this kinde, though not in fo j F, 
high a degree, let the example of thele two incourage him to repent, 'k; 
"8 


and make him flie ro the throne of grace, that God would worke in 
' him true repentance, and buth pardon and healehim. You fee two 
young mcn here drowned in ariver of bloud, moſt innocent bloud, 
' by them molt cauſelefly and groundleſly ſpilr, you ſee them yer par- 
doned. Nay they were ſtained with their brothers bloud, whom 
they conſented to kill, and atually fould for a flave, and yer they 
| be pardoned. Runne to God, hee can pardon many murders as, 
well as one angry word, and will doe it if you ſubmit and convert. 
He that judgeth himſelfe tor his ſinnes paſt, reſolving thoroughly by | 
Gods helpe ro reforme his heart and life, and takes boldnefſe to aske | 
remiſſion and ſandification at Gods hand in Chriſts name, ſhall} 
| bepardoned, although the guilt ofthe bloud of God the ſondid ſticke | 
to his fingers. | ; | 
Bur another fault they committed, when their Father in the bit- F 
| Nn rerneſle | | 
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eerneſle of his foulc and his great feares told them of their fault and 


They "eg their danger, they thewed no repentance, no feare at ail either of 


le nNOo_re CPC {fi 
\ t4ce When 
| The ir Farhci 
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| God or men, but returned him a ſurly kinde of toolithexculc, ſaying, 
| ſhoul: 4 he abuſe 017 lifter as aw 1hoye. It vou frame this an{wer into a duc 
forme of reaioning, and apply it to the juftitying of their murder, 
| = to that purpoſe they alledged it, it muſt runne thus. It any man 
| wrong us notoriouſly wee may and will kill him, and there is rio cauſe 
| of reprchending us, but hee hath done ſo, for he hath abuſed our 
fi tor as an whore, wherefore we doe not deſerve to be reprooved 
for killing them. Firſt if they had ſlaine onciyrhe ravigher, it might 
{ceme to have beene juſtified by this reaſon had it beene g00CG, bur 
 Hamor and t vaſe other Citizens knew nothing of this "AY at leaſt 
they were not guilty of it, none of them had abuſedtheir ſiſter. Se. | 
| con dly, who cver made this law, that a man greatly wronged ſhould 
| kill him from whom he had received wrong: fo their reaſon is 5 Naug ht tb 
and if it were good, yet would it not reach farre enough to jultifie their 
' deedes. | 
' Here we have two faults, to anſwert! ie! cr Father {urlily,and impeni- 
rently juititying the faule in a kinde of angry murrering :t the re- 
| proote z this 1s acommon faulr amongſt inferiours, if they be repre- 
| 3g they goe away grumbling {ome {orry excuſes or other be; ing | 
 angiy within, "and ſhewing i It as farre as well they _-vy mumbling | 
' out ſome fond words, ſo as they canr: p* be diſtin@ly heard. This 1s 
a kinde of replying to Governours ard is a finne, ſhewing thatthere | 
| is no ſ{parke of true repentance for the : _ at leaſt thirt then chat | 


0 


| 


| 


| | ſparke is even raked up. Burif after the heate Of paſſion that carried 
' one to cominit the faulr, a man be told milely of his fault, and then 
mum®'- our ſnch fooliſh excuſes, ſure he is nor penitent, and in very 
, deede [uct nutterers would have their mouties {topped and ſtomacke 
taken downe with ſmart and blowes. This ſhewes 2 {lcighting of 
the Goverrour as well as not repenting of the fault, I pray vou i in- 
feriours now you are quiet, confider how undecent athing iris, and 
how ill beſeeming your piaces ? that you may blame it in your ict. 
'ves, and condemne it for the future, and ſeeke to pet it pardoned, 
| And now learne to doe better, give ſuch an anſwer as thcic young 
youthes ſhould have done but did not, that is, confeſſe your offer 
'ccs, humble your ſelves, reſolve upon, and "unfa onedly promiſe 


amendment, and pacitic the anger at once of God, your Govetr-! 


 noure, and your owne con{cicnces. 


And fee in them a fecond fault in this one anfiver, a bearing out. 
of themlclves in their finnes without feare, ſhame or remorſe, and 
rhat upon ſo fond a pretext as this, that they had received a wrong 
firſt, To continue heardned in a finne, ſich a finne, nor to be able 


to ſee the hatcfulnefle of ir, not to feele the weightineſle of it, not 


to fearethe juſt judgements of God and duc puniſhments of men, but. 


in iteede of ſorrow ro th cw ſtittcneſle, as much as to ſay, if it were to 
doc avaine [would doe it, and I am not {orry that I have done it, this 
is 
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{1 ter, and therefore deliberately had reſolved to doe ir, Let us take | 
| heede to our {clves, thar we be not thus hardened by the deceirtulnes | 
| of ſinning, | 
| Now the puniſhment of this finne 1s this, that they were minded 
of it by Jacob, and had not thar part of the birth-right ſerled upon | 
chem though the-next in age that Rewben had forfeited, but were ot the © 4, 
(cartered and divided in 1ſrael, and made to be two of the ſmalleſt onrtterght, | | ; 
'and mcancſt tribes, nor fit either to command and rule, or elfe to 
have the double portion, becauſc of their ſmall number. God did | 
atrerwardturne this to Lev? to a blejing, but in it ſelfe it was apunith- | | 
menr. Gad cauſeth rhat for murder and ſuch infolencies toward the 
Farher, the whole poſterity after them doth fare the worſe in earthly | 
'thines for their fatile, and juſt it is that he ſhould doe fo, for hec 
lookes upon Parent and childeren, as upon roote and branch, making | 
| but one common bodte where cach 1s a part, and therefore in {mi- | 
ting the roore doth bring mifery upon the branches too, and contra- | 
rily, Olctusrake upthis argument to fortifie our reſolutions againſt ; 
 finne, ſhunne carneftly the doing of thoſe evils which may provoke Hs | « 
' God to (catter and diſperlethine ofspring after thee. 


| | 
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' And ſo much of S:meon and Levi, onely we have mention of Levies | Levies death. PF; 
death roo, how long he lived and then he died, Exed.6.15. that he li- p # 
ved 137.yeEares. " 
Now of 1udabin {everall,conſider his faults and vertues,benefits and | 74% | | « 
croſles. | ; \ 
His favies, | +, 


His faulrs were theſe beſides what was common in the matter of | 7s | 
of 7oſep/h and the reſt. Firſt, thar he ſeperated himſelte from his Fa- | Fades by 
thers houſe, and went and lived with a certaine Cananite called an | | 
Adullamite, becauſe he lived neere a place called «© Adullam, and | 
out of I know not what occaſion, there grew agreat and inward friend | 

with him. This was t0 zet ou of Gods bleſiing into the warme ſunne,)| 


to leave the family of 1acob,and rable with Hiram, this was ro excom-! i 
municate himſclfe out of the \hurch what in him lay, and to bid adue. | 
ro God and all his ſpirituall bleſſt1gs. | | 

Ir muſt be noted as agreat fault, for any worldly reſpe& whatſoe-: ; 
| 


ver, voluntarily to transplant a mans ſelte our of the vifible Church | 
into a profane and unhallowed place where the Church isnot. There | 
' where you have Gods Word, Gods Sacraments, Gods Name and ; p 
' Gods pcople, and finde your ſelves ſpiritually edified, there abide | | 
though it be with ſome inconveniences to your eſtate, and' be wil-| 
ling rarher ro ſuffer ourward dammage then inward, ſhew more love] | 
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of goodneſle then 11d: did when he was 2 2 prophane young man. 
Atter you ſee he returned home to his Fathers houle,it had beene better | 
not to have departed thence at all. | 

A ſecond fault, being there he 1s led by his eyeto marry a Cananitijh 
woman. Ir 1s I kely without con{cne or privity of his old Father, | 
it is {carcc like he would goe to him to aske conn{cll, whole family he 
had forſaken. 

Beware young men of crring with 1wdah, and marrying your ſelves ! 
ro prophan xc and idolatrous perſons of your owne heads for ſiniſter | 
1c|pces, Icaſt the Lord punith you as he did Iudah. The youth of, 
1»dah doth a little exculc, tor he was very young when he had his 
11ſt chilce, as appeares, becauſe his childe by Tamar wiz. Pharesz, | 
had two tonnes at the time of their going downe to Rzypt, when 
'v/eph was but 39. yeares, tor he was 3o. beforethe yeares of famine 
came when he ſtood bctorc Pharaoh, and there had ce 7- yeares 
of plenty paſt after his preferment and two of famine. Now Iuda/ 
was Jacobs fourth _— borne about the fourth or fifth yeare of his 
being in Pagan, and 7oſeph the laſt borne there about the 14. yearc, | 

lo We was ſome 10.ycares {pace berwixt that, therefore loſeph be. 

10g 39. hecould be ar moſt bur 49. Tamar by whom he had Pharez, 
| was married ro two of his ſonnes and ſtaied till the third was marrige- 
able, thar could not be lefle then tome 15.0r 19 yeares, and Pharez 
could not be thought to have two ſonnes, but that he muſt be ſome 
18.0r 19. ycarcs, which make ſome 32.at le aſt, therefore 144a/ when 
| he married muſt be no more then "" 18. or19.yeares. His youth 
therefore I fay cxtenuates his fault, bur let none of your ages be ble- 

' miſhed with ſuch a faulr, as \Wa&t00 blameworthy even inthe grcene- | 
| nefle of his youth. / 

Thirdly he finned in committing as he thought whoredome with ! 
a proteſſed harlot, but it was indeede inceſt with bis « taughter in law, | 
who of purpolc lay to intice him inthe habit of a harlot, by the way | 
where thee knew he muſt goe ; I his is a filthineſſe, that a man ſhould | 

ſuffer himſclfe to be ſo farre inflaved to luſt after a disguiſed harlot | 
by the way, as to ſolicit her, and hire her, and abuſe her. He was | 
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[at that time a widdower, and the time of mourning for his wife was | 
paſt, andnow he made no great conſcience of {ingle whoredome, bur 
God will juaze whoremongers, and whoremonTcrs ſhall not cherit Goas 
k;nrdome. 

It there be any amongſt youas bad as 1ndah, that makes little con- | 
{cicnce of avoiding w horedome if he may doe it cloſely and with- 
out knowledge, and hath abuſed his wealth to hire an objec for his 
unlawfull luſt ro worke upon, he muſt ſee his fault in '7#da} and repent | 


And you muſt all be exhorted to arme your ſelves with 2 reſolu- | 
tion of flying fornication, and of watching over your ſclyes, and ſo 
carctully reſiſting the firſt motions to evill, that you may not be ſo 


 cafily drawne away and enticed. And ſuch as God hath py of a 
| ctter / 
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'better remper, then that ſuch an object would fo ſfoone intangle 
'them, and hath not intangled them, muſt acknowledge Gods tavor 
1n preventing them trom ſuch cvills, wand take heed ro themlelves 
{that they allow not others as bac, wevelge, quarrecliing, drunken 
| nefſe,deceit or the like, 


| Another fault of Iadah was, that he diflembled with his dangh- 
[ter iN Law. Any her belceve thee fhould hive his fonne Shelah, 
{1f ſhee would tay a little till hee was growne up, but never mvant 
to periorme it, nor did not go2 about to accompliſh the mar 
i hen the young Man Was £:0Wne T2, which caulcd her to thinly 
| of > ſharpe and | So5h revenge, cven to. draw him to doe that un- 
' {awfully which lis : I | have done Jawtully, raiſe up iced 
| to his brother, acuſtowe whics was then in vic amoneſt them 1 
' know not on want ground, bi: ic {« cimes to be fro: wod, bicaule 
he aid eſtabliſh it by Ito "= 3 S r. 


| 
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© performe, but alone to ſerve a preſent ty oc cſpceatly 7 NUTETS 
ot loine Wc! ont. Tins is flat Ly1t7 24 c r to !reoke otherwWile then 
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my meaning 15, togoe againſt the minde and to micr talfchood of 


fer purpolc, as much as any other made lie can be rh i 1: to be, 
'yet nothing more common then this, men for anadyanta peg: 
miſe and lay any thing which they never mcane or thinke to make 


; good, how can hee ſay hee is a true 1/raebite in whom thee is fo 


| much guile : How can hce ſay that hee fſpeakes the truth thats in 
| his hearr yee falſe promiling double tongued men, fee how vou 
| be diſhoneſt and unjuſt, and talſe men, and learne to bewaile and 
'amend this wickednelſe. Now promile nothing bur what you fully 
'intend, and know that upon good reaſon vou may intend to per- 
forme, and when the Prot iſe is made, o1ve it ſcaſonable .accom- 
' pliſhmenr. Wee muſt reads Stories and Scripures to ſee and amend, 
[not to excuſe thelike faults in our ſelves. | 


But 14d.h ſhew'd a fault or two more in dealing with Tamar, | 


when her big belly ſhewed whar thee had done, hee torgat his 
owne naught incfle 2nd would have had her burnt, What autho- 
rity he had in that place I know not, whether he had made him- 
felfe a member of that towne of \ aekiow, and had gotten to be a 
Ruler, but thee was accordingly brought forth to be burnt, and 


then ſeeing the fignes hee could not deny them, and then blames. 


' himſclfe, and the ſenierce of burning grew cold, becauſe both o1 
[neither ir {ſcemes were» be burnt. But Gefore hee knew his = ne 
P gui'tinefic, hee was glad to have an occaſion ot being rid of her, 
that his ſone Shelah might {cape her. | 

Loe what rath cenſurers wee are like to be of other mens faults. 
{and willing tro have them puniſhed, in the meane time forgerting 
four owne as great offences; Let us learne ro be more moderare, and 
'to have the wiſedome to looke upon our owne offences before they 


be 
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be brought wo Our mindes by ſuch tokens as made Iudah confelle | 
| 


| . 
"W344 his fault. . 
.Repented | Againe, when 1#4:h had committed whoredome, he gocs his way | 


not of his | 


whoredome, | NEVET rCPeNting, but all his care is to redeeme his pledge by ſen: | 
bur tought ro ' ding the kid, which cither was of lcflc worth or at leaſt not fo | 


dc. ic | | . 
Mieded. * apt ro bewray him, and when the woman could not be found, and | : 
that lis ftiend returned aſhamed to make ſo infamous an inquiry, | 
hee ſaid, let her take it leaſt wee be laughed at, ſo the finne did not! 


much moove him it he might eſcape the reproach. | 
Ir is thus with moſt men, ſuch a fleepic conſcience they have | 


| +3] within them, thar it they beare outthe tault with ſecrecy, they be 
/ | , < - . 
| not gricved tor it, onely reproach by having the bulineſle knowne 


— —— 


would make them ſtartle and be troubled ; O if any be ſo afteed, 
| he ſhewesthat no feare of Godis before his eycs, 

Let us labour ar leaſt to have ſo much truth of gooarcflc left in 
us, that if we ſhould fall into any grofle finnc though never fo ſc- 
crerly and without knowledge of it to any, yet we might be affe. 
| ed with ſorrow in regard of the offence done to God, and fo fall 
'downe before him and lament it, and confeſle it, and repent of it 
before him, 'and renew our purpoſes of amendment and fue for par- 
| 'don and helpe, which till wee have done wee are not recovered out 
EE; of the ſnare of the Divcll, but ſhall be carried into the ſame finne 

- \[againeand againe, ſo often as he can preſent us with occaſions. He 
'thatcan lct ſinne goe lightly away if no naturall evill follow from 
it, is cicher deſtitute of all graces or hath his graces much abated and 
| |infeebled by the prevailing of corruption. | 

| Hithertoof 1»dahs faults, now his particular good deeds. 
= yertues. | Firſt, hercturnedar laſt to his Fathers houſe, and dwelt there with | 
at laſtro lis | his Brethren as amember of his Fathers family againe, when hee 
Fachets houle.) made his returne I know nor, but that hee did it is moſt cer-| 
raine, 

If any have departed out of the Church and ſociety of good men, 
let him learne of 1wdah to turne backe againe the better way, andto 
come home to the place where God dwelleth. David was grieved, 
that hee was forcibly driven out of Gods Inheritance, and wiſhed 
| | \nothing more then that he might have liberty to dwell in Gods Ta- 
| | bernacles. Let us if we have baniſhed our fclves from ſuch habita- 
| tions be carctull ro returne with ſpeed from onr voluntary wan- | 
dring. | 
| 2, He was: IP Iada' ſhewes himſclfe ſomewhat humbled for his ſinne | 


— 


— _ 
” 


| fomewhar FB b X , 

bunbled to: | With Tamar, for ſeeing thetokens he had left with her, and knowing 

; his ane, = his faulr, hee confeſſeth his faule and ſaith, ſhee s wore vigh- | 

| reows they I, For Shelah was growne up and was not given unto | 
' hers | 
' So muſt wee doe, if wee have finned and beene an occaſion of ) 
others finnes, let us juſtite them above our ſelves and con- } 


demne our ſelves more then them, and not bee poſſeſſed ſy 
' tne. 


EIS 
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\the partiality of fſclte-love, as ſtill to ſtand in our owne light, 
[denying the taulr or laying the blame upon another. True repen- 
tance will be readyto blame it fſelte, butan impenitent heart is witty 
'to caſtthe blame ſtill from it ſelte upon another. 

Againe, it is ſaid, hee knew Tamar no more afterwards, and wee 
_-_ not of any other wife orchilde he had afterwards, 1o that he 
forbare her becauſe ſhee was his daughter in Law, and forbare to 
| take another wife voluntarily,it is like,in humiliation for chis unbridled | 
fact he had committed. 
' If any havefinned in unlawfull deeds of this kinde, his care muſt 
| bewith 1#44h tooffend ſo no more, and to be ſo humbled with his 
former offcnec, thatthe conſideration of it may make himtemper him- | 
felfe for the future, 
Further, Judah cartricd himſclfe well towards his Father, for hee | ;.tc carried 
was earneſt to get him ſend Benjamin with them ro the Governour in | hinlelte well 
Egypt, and at laſt prevailed by interpofing his faithfull promife to | 235 Fames 
bring him backe againe, as you reade in the Story. | Gen. 43« 
| Trisagoodthing in an Inferiour to turne away his Superiour from | 
ſ{tiffencile in an indiſcreet purpoſe, and he hath pertormed a worthy | 
office, that hath ſo farre prevailed with his ſuperiour for the good | 
of himſelfe and of others, wherefore doe this good deed with hum- \ 


| 


| bleneſle and diſcretion, as occaſion ſerycth. 


zo 


A.  n—_ 


The laſt 900d deed of Indah and moſt commendable, was NIS | 4.Hhe faithful. | 


faithfull keeping of his promiſe with Jacob, in offering himſelfe to | iy kept pro- 
| | T - miſe with his 


| be a bondflave in Benjamins roome, whoſe abſence he knew would| -,.- 
even kill his old Father, ſo that hee was content to take the pus» 
,niſhment of anothers fault upon himſelfe, rather then falſify his word 
of preſenting the Lad againe unto his Father. How was love and 
 faithfullnefſe joyned borh in one act * | 
We muſt learne to praQiſe even ſo, to love a Parent fo, as if it be 
, poſſible to prevent his gricte with our owne ſogreat a miſery as perpe- 
ruall bondage during lite. 
| How mucharethey roblame that occaſion their Parents miſery by 
their wilfull finnes, and can well enough be content to ſee their 
Parents goe mourning to the grave, even for their incorrigible 
' naughtineſſe. Sure the affeftion of good children is farre other- 
; wile. 
| And now children, havea loving pittic to your Parents, and frame 
your ſelves ratherto ſuffer any miſery then the ſight of your Parents pi- | 
ning away in gricfe, eſpecially thenthe procuring of it by your owne | 
| mildemeanours. | 
Againe, heſhewed here great fidelity for having given his Word to | 
| his Father, that he would bring Benjamin againeto him, hepreferres | 
the performing of his promiſe before his owne liberty, and would 
rather keepe his promiſe with his Fatherthen liveat home with him 
in freedome. 
Let uslearne toſhewthe like care in keeping our promiſes, even to 


RR — 


- E N, Renben,Simeon,&c. Cnar.zg9,&c 11 | 


| 
| 
| 


Cw wmsrs c- Pp ——-—— — ww _——y 


—” OO oye on oG—— 


—C— a Qt. A. 


| Nng4. doe = 


— 


A OO CE—G———_ = 


Wan, { "he Þ Exampl e » of Cn: >.22,&c, 


doe what wee hare {aid chictely in matters of weight, though wee 
Cannot doe 1t without OVCcar 1 CONVENIENCES LO OUT we ict US K CEPE | 
promilc though it beroour hurh 
Ao une, Ind N1ECSAN 2it1 tt $4 and rh<« toricall ipcech Fd t Toſrph, | 
forotttion will make Se able wit to die te office of 1g0cd | 
Orator. This was a commendable thing in 144:5,to beare fo fa | 
90k Wc an accident with fo n wich fire! wothot minde, that he 
Io himilcitcto rdke that courſe which was fit and dchoofefull, 
ET. {tn no [1's A 3-4 # b. 
T-+r milabourtobeot fo well compact a{pirit, that extremity of 
ſddon blowes may not Oifable us from C: rr ing our fſclves difcreete- 
Iveyonin kt ch unexpected ACc10 'onts. Thisi1s 19ilt that we muſt beo 
Gods ha and the beſt wa: tOge! it, 1s 25 /ndah did, to lee God | 


L 

i 

£ 
! 
| 
a 


, . " ' © y 
1 1, 2nd be hum! bled before him tor our ft15 that procuredit,' And fo 
, - | y , 
nvch {or Indahs particular 204 deeds. 
' ; TE - ' 4d 245d 42 , 1 * Fry27 % Pl 11], 
Now his crofics were, firſt that he had two fonnes fo wicked, that | 


od bivſclte could not brooke taem, Yr cyen {iew them tor their | 
extreame wickeonet!e. 

 croflethat hathrbefallon many a Fatherto have very lewd chil- 
dren; Labour what you can to hs ent 1t by being good your ſelves, 
1nd Carry .Notk ENS {cives IS \\ ickealy TS TO pul! this crc {{ UPON . 


. f © * « . ” 
vour ſelves, as Indab did in running to Hiram ard marrying a Ca- 


Moe | 
EV 
1 

Fa 
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a4a%tifh woman z _ what could he looke tor bur that rhe ſonnes of 
ſich 2 wo "man and brought up 1n ſuch a Place fhould proove w. \cked? 
Aria if it doe betall any of you or have betalne you, be indeed htm- 
bled by ir, but not put quite out of heart, Ler it helpe to make your | 
elves better it vour childt en be wicked. | 

Another crofic WAS, tar 11'S Mano hm i To p 1Wesy dilcontentr 
drew kor to proftitne her {cite to him. 1n the fonize of an Harlor 
and fo drew him to inceit, when he thonohe bur to have conmmirred. 
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48! 0 Is ON « f faultnct my 2591.4 by DI! UCOONn Ootr {1nnes beyond our: 
owne knowiedoe, anc if it h Ve bctalne us, let us Tearne to be hnm- | 
bledvery much. Jr + 11 Godioove aman over to a worle | 
12ne then hethonohe of, tha: is bold orake li Derty t9 commit ſome | 
10 which be ovehtnorto ive done, | 
Laſtly, Gud id caulc the finne of Tudah to breake forth to his | 
ſhim, as you know, though hee feared the ſhame more. then the 


Ain this 's furely 2 grear puniſhment to make ones evills knowne | 
which he hoped fhovld have beene kept ſtill in ſecrecy. And ajyuſt 
thing jr is with God-to diſhonour a man before men, when hee will 
hon JUr \C by f1nnmn 1 boldly in {lEcret. 4 
3: have” bur! q ny mans faults in darkeneſle, let him | 
bury them by 7 rep entance, clic they fhall breake out more reproach- | 
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fully at laſt day to his utter confuſton. Bur if God have caſt the dirt 


of any mans ſin upon his face, and layd his groſle crimes open to all the 
world, he muſt make this ule of it, ro be more humbled betore God, 
and improve the gricte that ſhame and reproach will [ttrre in lim, ro 
the more hearty bewailing of the fin that deſerved it, orherwile to be 
ercatly gricves, forthe ſhame is nothing elſe but a carnal and unfancti- 
fied ſorrow, 
Ando much for J44ahs croſlces. Now his particular bencft:s are 
| theic. par at | 
Firſt, he was a man of very good naturall parts, and it feemeth ex- | 
 celled his bretheren all but Zoſep/ in theſe natural abilitics as 1s pro- 
 bable, becauſe 7acoh truſted Benjamin with him, whom he would not 
truſt with Reuoen, and {ent him betore to Joſeph, and ir 1s molt cleare by 
his excellently difcreete and wiſe Oration, that he made to 19/ep4 on | 
the ſuddaine whenthey were brought backe again- with the cup. 

To have wit, good {peech, good audacity, and other like naturall ; 
' parts, is a great favour of God, Thoſe thit haye them not are to. 
' {ſeeke for ſo inuch the more grace, thar the proivnce of the more ex- | 
cellent may ſuppiy the want of the meancr, A letle wit with more | 
grace doth availe more to napp.nefſe here in 122 world then atarre 
greater wit without grace, 

Againe, thoſe that have theſe good abilities, muſt take heede of 
' marrying themſclves ana dcfiling taem by being proud of themand | 
abuſing them, but mull walke humbly, as knowing thar they be but. 
| common benefits, ſuch as the wickeadeſt enjoy, and things lent by | 
| God for which they muſt anſwer. Therefore they ſhould employ | 
| them vertuouſly and tor good purpoſes, that lo they may have the | 
'true credit: and comtortofthem. Ah it theſe be tandtificd, how great 


a luſtre doe they reccive from grace, cl{c the Divell hath more of 
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them then any man alive, and yet remaineth a hatctull and a curſed, 


creature, _ | 
Further, 14dab had a part of the birth-right {cried upon him, with a 


rich countrey and the Principallity of 1/acl, that out of his loynes| par of nas 


ſhould come the Kings of 1ſrael, and the Mef1ah himieclte the King of 
' Kings ſhould be borne. For though he commured divers great faults, | 
'yetnone {o over-grofle and palpable as were thoſe of Reuben, Simeon or | 
Levi his elder bretheren. Indeede his fault fel} out to be inceſt, bur it 
was unwittingly, for in his purpoſe it was {ingle whoredome not in- 
celt. God then ſaw it fir ro ſcrtle a part ofthe birth-right upon him 

notwithſtanding his ſinnes. | 
| Tr is a great kindneſſe of God to paſſe by ones unworthinefle, to. 
give him {upecriority in bleſſings, though his finnes may fecme to de-| 
ſervethe loſleof them. And though none of us can have that priviledge | 
of being progenitors to the Meſh, yer God doth often grant riches | 
nd a flonriſhing eſtate and dignity above others, even to thoſe that | 


(| 
} 
; 


\well-neere equalled others in wickednefſe. This benefit muſt be ob- | 
ſerved with humble thankfulnefle. | | 
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TWENTY FOVRTH 
EXAMPLE. 
O F 
Shechem, tlamor, Hiram, 


Er, Onan, Tamar, the | 
eidianites. 


_— — — _— — — 


| 
IOne other of Tacobs ſonnes ( 1oſeph alone ex- | 
cepted ) have any great matter rchearled of | 
them 1n Scripture. The order of our ſtory | 


requireth therctore, that we ſhould proceed to | 
eel] you what we read of him, bur becaulc his 
life 1s related art large in reſpect of the great 
things wrought by him, I will therfore handle 
other of Tacobs contemporaries and of histoo, 
betore I come to ſpeake of him, and I will be- 
gin with thoſe with whom Tacob had moſt to doe. 
Firſt, we have Shechem comming in an evill timero diſquict the peace 

of 1acob now returned and ſetled in the land of Canaan, and in him 


—_ 


you muſt note, Firſt, what was good, Secondly, what was naught. | 


Ln proſperity. Fourthly,his adverſity. | 
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is Cru) * His bad deedes come firſt to ve noted, and that Nj »sfirſt, he oave 
4. Hee 21 ke his eye liberty ro Wander with a juſttull wanaring. It 1s ſaid, bee ſaw 
Mm : Dinah and tocke her, the D:vell and finne pre vailed againſt him by the 
8 #8 diſordered uſe ot his ſence, He gave himlelte leave to 94zC OVCI- 
| earneſtly upon her beauty and other good parts, wherewith the eye 
 nſvaliy taken and the heart inflamed. 


Letus icarne to repreſſe an evil and a wanton looke, and to keepe 

1 Divel! from poſlcfſing himſclfe of this window as 1t were of the 
"OM e. to be m: — r of this convcighance, by which fo uct comes. 
in ard oocs on: of the {ou lc. Th 'e eye mult be looked to with dili-. 
| Sence Wy him that would not be ſus rprized with tuft, hee m aſt Lurnc 
away his eye trom bcholding this vary, the beatity of a woman: ons 


bles..l 1 mult as 706 m ake a covenant with his eye, that it Ict not in wit and 

| Wanron defires, he that mortificth not as other of his ſenſes to LS, 

a Il never de thoroughly maſter of [mf clic, nor get any notable 
| | | victory ac 29 4inlt his corn PTIO! ns. Yewarc NOt 1  NOYane of our 5 1Viours 
Male 29.) | Command, 10 pal! out the right eye af it off ead, Tins is one w; ay ot 


pulling out an eye, to bridle it from king ! upon fuch objec; as 
may ſtirre up hs t and otherevill defires inthe heat, and that the eve 
may be thus bridled, the hcart muſt be over-awed with THC FEAT of 
| 1 ' God, and ſo {eiled in a firme, ftedfait and full relolurion ofn not fin- 
E ping in any kinde or degree, and in an earneſt inceavour to loath and - 
dcreſt finne, not alone to leave it, Hatred hath fuch a power over. 
the whole man, thar it will not ſuftcr the eye without foine inward. 
| ring to fixe it ſelte upon the thing hatred, or any thing that hach a fit-| 
| neflc that w ay. Let all good Ciriſtians ger the heart ſo armed, and 
the eye will be ſufficiently defended, Here now 1s his firſt fault, he 
looked upona woman ro luſt after her, and 91d not checks the delire, 
nor refraine the wandring eye, Take heecc of the Beginning of his 
oftence, if you wou!ld not come totheend ot it. 
x. He enced The next fault is, he either forced or cnt! <C0, or as it 15 likely, 
ea *<-partly by perlwaſton a and partly by ſome kind of violen ce brovght her 
pf into 2 fir place tor his purpoſe, an nd ſo his luſt made more head ſtrong 
by tizneſic of rhe opportunity, committed tac at of fornmcation-2nd 
folly with her, and as it was after ſaid, wror7h1t folly in Tfracl. His 
finnc was the {1nne of fornication, and it is like enough we may Call 
iT a rape, he forced a maiden. I am rather induc: «dro thinke itwas. 
. dorie molt by force, b:c v4 that the maiden made thething knowne | 
ro her Father, who ( had it beene Tone by ncr free conſent ) ſhould 
R | 10% (1t is Iikcly ) have come to the knowledge of it by her meanes, 
nor come | by any orher, ſothen he ſorcedamaiden. It may well be. 
that by faire and curtcous cartiage he wan herthto a houſe, and then 
by ftrengrh mixed with perſwafton, wanncher to his will, And in 
= you {ce the right progreſſe of this finne, when the deſire hath 
ver-wonne the will and gained conſenr, then doth the heart ſecke. 
the © pporrunity of time, place and like circumſtances, and by the ; 
ſenell: of theſe Saran is ſo tempted to tempt, and the coales of luſt are 
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{fo blowed, that it Aameth forth and carries a man or womanor both 
'ro at wickednefle. | 
Tf thereforeany man would eſcape the foule aRs of this ſinne, he | 
' maſt oppoſe himſelfe to the firſt defires, and crofle rhem by tollow- | | 
'ing the Apoſtles command, flie fornication. This finne muſt be run | : Cor,6.x8. | 
away from, the onely ſure and moſt ſafe way of eſcaping it is torun | 
from it, If Shechem finding theſe defires boyling within his heart by | 
'meanes of the fire thar lighted inat his eye, would have oppoſed wiſe 

; 2nd vertuous thoughts, and fo gotten himſclte our of the company | 
2nd fight of the Maiden, his defires had not drawne him to that which | 
/brought himrto deſtruction, but he preſently tell ro plot and contrive | 
| how he might get the Maide into ſome houſe and lonely place, and 
ceaſed not till he had ſo farre gratified his inordinate paſſion, and | 
| then loe he was not at his owne command to forbeare the lewd ai- | 
| ON, | 

! You have heard Shechems fault, next ſee what is commendable | z.What was 
in him. Though hce had donethe Maiden this wrong ro devirgi- { good in him, 


' 1 He conrtinu- 


| nate her, yet he continues to afte& her, whereby it is probable thar | <5 co a8:& he: 


hee found her ſo chaſte as that thee did not. willingly conſent unto | when hee had 
the fore-mentioned evill at. But howſocver hee continues to affet (__ ber. 
| her and deſires to repaire the wrong hee had done ſo much as it | 
: might be repaired by making her his wife. This is a matter Wor- | | 
thy ſome good commendation, that his heart is not eſtranged from | 
her now when he had given his cvill deſires foine ſatisfaction, but he | 
proceeds to ſecke her in the way of Matrimony, The Law ap- | 

inted too, thatif any had inticed a Maiden, hee ſhould matry | 
her and not be divorced from her during her lite, unle(fe her | | 
Father would not grant conſent and then hee ſhould pay a fine in | Deut, 24.28, 
money. * 

Another thing praiſe-worthy in him is, he takes the right way to 
get her to wite by acquainting his owne Father with his owne affe- | Þ's _ 
Rions, and imploying him to her Father to mediate and make up| Nm Meer 
the match. All you young men and women, learne the right, due, | treates himto 
and honeſt courſe of proceeding in Matrimony, if you like any per-| feikero ber | 
ſon and would faine beſtow your ſelves upon them. Acquaint -—__ 
our owne Parents firſt,and let their conſent be obtained, that they 
may alſo be your ſuitors, and ſo you may proceed with free conſent 
| on all hands. This way of proceeding gives honour to Parents, 
| brings comfort to children and yeelds obedience to God and fol-| - & 
 lowes the rules of right reaſon, So did Sampſon too in his love, EE 1 
| Heathen men you ſee,here,and in Sampſon 1/raclites that were wile, 
and would goe on fairely, tooke this courſe. Let them that have 
|beene more prepoſterous blame themſelves, repent; and learne to fol. | 
low good examples,all you that are yet to marry. ! 

Furthermore, it was well done of the young man and his Fathertoo, | ; ttc Rood not 
that they ſtood not over-mitch upon matter of portion, but bid him | over-much ups 


011 matter of 


aske dowry enough. I know thata wile care mult be had this way, | portion, 
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that the marricd couple may not want convenient meanes of mainte- | 
nance: for to marry without regard of thinking how to live when | 
" | they bemarricd, is ſo great a folly as doth ſhew him to be quite | 
| berett of al! good undcritanding thatdoth ir, but yet money mult not | 
| be themaine matter, as if one went tochafter and buy and fſcll when 

; | they goeto make marriages. 
aol Another ching was commendable inthis young manand his Father, 
agreed upon , they would have all matters agreed upon concerning dowry and 
_ mate |otherlike conditions, andthemſclves having agreed upon conditions 
of are carctull to performe them, indeed they were neceſſitated, tor | 
'they could not have the Maiden upon other termes. So iris good | 
for Parents and all, to make ſome plaine and fetled agreement of all 
worldly matters, chat there may not fall our any interruption afccr- 
wards, to the tormenting of the young peoples mindes with aCtuall | 


; | breaking or feare of breaking. | 

«Me wascon-. Againe, this young man was conſtant in his love tothe end, and was | 
love to thecnd, fully {ctled and benr to marry the Maiden here. No man ſhould en- 
ter into termes of marriage in ſport or jeſt, but ſhould procced feri- 

'oufly and ſctled in that bulinefle, eſpecially rhey who have ance | 

| made a fcrious promiſe of marriage cither to other with mutuall | 

mY |knowledge and conſent of Parents. I ſuppoſe that promiſcs being | 

[not limited with any unperformed condition, they are bound itz coo | 

{ſcience to proceed ealetſo a great and very juſt let fall our, ard I 

can ſcarce be made to thinke that they may breake off in ſuch caſe | 

What berro- | With mutuall conſent. My reaſon is, God calleth the betrothed | 
[ Maide his wife that hath betrothed her, and to mee it ſeemes, that ! 
| betrothing is nothing but a ſerious promiſe of furure marriage, and | 
tharnorhing is efſenriall to it but the fitnefle of perſons for age, and 
the freeneſlſe of undeceived conſent in reſpect of the perſons, and | 
conſent of Parents mutually, who elſe may make voide a promiſe | 
| made to man, ſeeing they make voide a vowe made to God. If any | 
of you therefore be guilty of inconſtancy in ſuch caſe, and of flying | 
from ſuch promiſes, at leaſt ler him be humbled, and conſider well 


with your ſelves what you doc before you betake your 1clves to 


| 


| 


thing TY 


zHis benefirs.' Hitherto the young mans vertues, now his benefits. 

_— oy | He was his Fathers ſonne and heire, and his Father was the Prince 
ows = Of that City, hewas arich man and honourable in the place where 
great man, | hee lived, even the principall perſon of the houſe, This is a be- 
nefit indeed, if he that hath it uſe it orderly, ſo as to walke worthy | 
of that placeand eminency, and to get and excerciſe ſo much more | 
vertue ; bur it it make him proud, bold to doe evill, as here it may 
| {cemeitdid and very ofren doth, then it were better be the meanecft 

of the family, and of the towne. You that be heires to wealthy 
Parents and likely by them ro be wealthily left, O ſtand not upon 

theſe termes ſoas to lift up your hearts ro ſwell, but carry humblc 
hearts, and labour to add grace and vertues to your places, elſe they | 


ſhall 
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ſhall proove bur as an high gibber to bring you to more diſgrace in | 
this world andtorment in the next. 
The miſcry of this Shechem was, hee prooved an occaſion of the 
banc and overthrow of his Father and his whole Family, and of the 
whole City, and that by falling into the hands of bloody and de- 
ccitfull men. O prayto God ro keepe you from having occaſions | 
with ſuch perſons, and being faulty of ſuch crimes. Beware of | 


# 


groſle finnes and wrongs, tor you know not what tharpe vengeance 
' may lic in waite for you afterwards. Sinne is nor all paide for in | 
\aninſtant, God doth ſometimes call finnersto a ſevere reckoning even 
in this life beſides that which is to come. | 


| Somuchfor Shechtm the ſonne, 
{ Nowtor Hamor the Father, I have one fault to note, he is ready to 
'imbrace a religious adjunct, not for religion ſake but for fome by 


| end, eventhar he may get ſuch a wife for his ſonne as he defireth. He 
|armI—ny the religion tor the womans ſake, not rhe woman for the 
religions ſake, Father and Sonne concurre in this fault, 
| A common faulr it is, religion is made of the by, it ferveth ſome 
| other Miſtreſſe. Jr is aſtalking horſe: for policy on both ſides. 
| Wickedly doe ITacobs ſonnes {ceme to ſtand on religion for their (e- | 
cxet ends, and ic was not well done of them to take arcligion 
'up for mcere private ends : bur {uch 15 the cuſtome of the | 
' men of this world, they can embrace any ordinance for their pro- 
fir and any 1eligion. O looke that you bee intire in 1mbracin 
| Gods Ordinance and Gods Truth, take heed that ſiniſter ends doe 
not marre and deſtroy your ſeeming religiouſnefſe, and make thar 
you ſhall ſceme ro God not the better men but the worſe Hypo- 
Crites. 
| Againe, ſomething was ill done of him, weize nofharpe correQti- 
on nor reproofe of his ſonne tor his wrong done to Dizah, and that 
| provokes the maides ftricnds. 
| O how indulgentare Parents to their childrens crimes, ſcarce with 
a word will they checke them, at moſt but with a word forthat which 
deſerveth many blowes, yea the ſtroake of death. This indulgence 
of theirs often makes children bold to fſinne, as in Adomiah and 
| LAbſalom is ſecne, and ſo doth make them at length correcors 
' of their Parents, that ſhould have corre&ed them. . Let Parents rake 
| heed tothemſelves, tharthey ſhew not themſclves to love God lefle 
then their children, by Joving their children ſo much as to pur out or 
' ſmother the harred of ſinne; and ler Parents at laſt lcarne tro make 
 naturall affection give place to juſtice. 
| You have his faults, his vertucs are, 1. To his Sonne, he is wil- 
ling to ſatisfic him in point of marriage ſo farre as was fit, and ſo 
ſhould all wiſc Parents be. If the affeions of their children carry 
them not to matches too inconvenient, they ſhould gratifie them 
for feare of thoſe miſchiefes which often come by croſſing them, | 


and that becauſe nothing is more likely to procure the wel 
| O o 2 fare! 
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. things of this nature agood Prince muſt not compel! but allure Sub- | 


_ — - 


ſuch Subjects let us learne to be, ſo that we uſe prudence as well as 


Unlefle their folly be fuch as ro make too too fooliſh choiſes, ler 
Parents learn to fhew themſelves milde and gentle here if in any | 
ns by thing. 
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fare of childrc n, then when they be matched | to whom they ove ; ; 
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*1rther, he deales well with the Shechemites his Subjeds, whom 
he ſoaeth not to force but to perlwade to accept circuincifion. In 


a A .  Ooo—__ _— — — 


ies, and let them fſce reaſon rather then feele violence : but | 
his reaſon is taken from the profit of the people. Thar 15 the wiſeit ar- 


amen? which will moſt prevatle with him to whom itis uſed, and ſo it 
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he dealt well with Tacob too, for in all plainencflc he | 
ohter for his lonne, and 1s willing to yecld ro any 
CON Plaine dealing 1s corhmendabls in an Heathen, 
how much ſhould it be commended to us Chriſtians * 
Naw ſec his proſperity. He had a ſonne indiftcrent good,thar at leaſt 
wg ht his con ieNt and ſhewed himſclte orderly, though at the firſt he | 
had beene rude. It is acomfort to have a ſonne not Altogcther rude 
and milgoverned, tat if he over-ſhoote hi:mſelfe in ſome thines, | 
yet will keepe his order and reforme himſelte. Be you ſuch childricn, | 
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| O ye ſonnes and daughters, and be thankefull ye Parents that have | 


{ich children, 


He had allo good Subjects that would be perſwaded by him, and | 


{ubjection. 

Bur his crofle was great, he was over-reacht by crafty heads, and 
himſclte and all his Family and City butchered by bloudy hands. | 
O how could youbrooke ſuch a croiſe 2 and why will not youſtand | 
prepared to Jooſelite, goods, children, friends and all 2 [ceing you. 
perceive in the Shechemtes how {one all theſe may be loſt, even 
then when you thinke your fclves ſecure; and why doe you nor 
thanke God for preſerving you from ſuch both craft and outrage hi- | 


therto ” 


'1s a bctter friend then a man, 
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Now I proceed to ſpeake of ſome others. The © A dulamite Hiram | 
indeed a 200d friend bur 2 b2d man. 
His friendſhip appcares to be morally good 1n its kinde, becauſc &rft 
't was laſting, icondly, It was ſerviceable, thirdly, it wes ſecret, 
Laiting, for it continued to Indah ſolong, till his third ſonne was mar. 
rigeable and began before his martiage. You- cannot conceive it | 
under ſome rwenty yeeres ſianding, though you ſhould thinke that 
ud married about fixteene or ſcventeene yeares of age. Friend-i 
ſhip is like wine, the elder the better, the longer it laſteth. the more 1t| 
isto be praiſed, Learne to be durable friends, let not a yearc or ewo 
ee you changed and eſtranged, but be like Chriſt in that reſpeR,! 
whom you love love to the end, unleſſe they doe even tootoo un-| 
triendlily caſt you off, and breake the lawes of friendſhip. And 
thoſe that have beene fickle friends, ler them be atk, for it is 
too 
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[tooroo evident, thatthey. were falle, ſecking themſclves alone and | 


'nottheir friends. 

| Againe, his friendſhip was ſcrviceable, ttooping to ſomewhat a baſc 
office to helpe 1«dah out with his whorcdome as ſecretly and undil- 
cernedly as might be. Indeed attue friend mult be icrviceable to 
his friend not alone with his coſt and labour, bur ſometimes allo 
' with 4 little blemiſh, not by helping him to hnne, nor lying, or fo 
| forth, bur by doing 2 what may honeſtly and lawtully be done; for 
[the ſecret carrying of his faults and faving him from blame, cven 
' Carnall friends arc forward enoughthis w: yz rake heed that you denic | 
' not good Offices to your inward acquaintance, and take noleſle heed 
that you gratific them not wi: h bad. | 
| For here you ſee the ſecrecy of this CAdullamie, no body! ; 
knew by [11m of that fault which he himſclfe knew onely by 1444, 
Nothing becomes a friend betterthen ſecrecy ot his friends faults,and | 
 hethath; hath once played the blab in this kinde, hath no wrong if hee 
\ be never rruſtedafter. Nay verily,this may ſceme a moſt juſt caule of 
dividing frie: :dihip, therefore ſo farre as may be without finne a- 


| gain(t God and againſt the Countrey and Superiours, - ery triend | 


| muſt affethis rruſtineſſe, Surely had not T#44h found him taith-' 
full in this kinde, hee would never have ingaged himlclte 1o 
' farre 2 


| So was Hiram agood friend, but yet he was not a000d man, for Yer he was a 


| We finde notthar he did rebuke 1dah for his faulr at "all, which he 
| muſt have done if he had beene as good a man as 2 friend. And doe 


[you learne to add thatto other good fruits of friendſhip, evento repre-! 


' hend them for their faults, though you doc not divulge them, that ſo| 
-rorrmmg, may not be a mutuall infe&ing of one another but a munall/ 
healing. 

' So much forthe LAadwllamite Tndabs friend, now for Er and O18 

 Indahs {onnes. 

The firſt of them was ſo wicked 2man, that God in his juſtice 
'would not let him live to ſtaine that 00d family; Olcthim be a 
a warning to all you children that youproceed not to ſuch a height of 
wickednclle in your bloſſoming bud, as to force God to deſtroy you | 
before the midſt of your daies. How ſure is his puniſhment in Hell | 
whom Godin his juſt wrath would nor ſuffer to live onearth 2 
| AndO yee Parentsbe thankfull if God have not croſſed you with | 
ſuch wicked children, ſo notoriouſly, ſo unſufferably naught, or 
if hee have, learne to prepare for ſome untimely end of theirs, | 
| for often the Lord Goth ſo at once corre&t the Parent and AY 
'the childe, 

And take heed that youtake not that courſe to bring the ſame evil | 

on your children, even ro have God give them over to naughtineſle | 

[and deſtroy them for it. How isthar you will ſay. Marry not finfull 


wives, idolarreſſes and the like, be not inward with bad men, live 
'notin bad places. Whar could 1ud4h looke that Er ſhould ſce other | 
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Er and Onan, 


| the brit was {o 


wicked that 
God cut him 
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in the Family of Hiram and in that place and from that Mother and | | 
Grandfather but that which ſhould make him very wicked © Had he 


lived in Jagobs family, and taken a better wite he might perhaps have | 


had a better ſonne ; let us not make our ſclves ouilty of ourchildrens | 
naughtinefle by choofi ing bad yoake-tcllowes, bad friends, bad pla- 


ces of habitation. | | 
Now as for 0nan he was alſo a wicked man and cut oft by Gods| 
) 


hand inhis youth. 
So much of 1#da/s two fonnes. 
Now of his daughter in Law Tamar, who was avery bad BY 


lewd woman it may feeme, cle ſhee would never have invented _ 
a4. 1cvenge upon 1dah, as to way-lay him in the habit of an Harlor 
where ſhee knew he muſt goe, and that of purpolc totry if ſhee could 
intice him to commit folly with her, and you may be ſurc that ſhee | 
{id uſe all the art ſhee could to draw him to this ſtane, fſceing thee , 
oops her ſelfe there for that purpoſe. Indeed ſhee handled him | 
ſubrilly, that ſhee might be able to convince him, tt hee ſhould (as | 


clic no do ubthe w ould) have denicd it, For he would ncycr have | 


| The Midizni- 
ti}h Neichants. 
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| beſovght him to give her Shelah her husband 2 ltſhee were aſhamed | 


juſtice againſt 1#dh, that would puniſh him by giving him up to this 


| much ReProgen. So doth God oftentimes deale with men both 


becnermadeto belecve that this woman was Tamar, Inſtead of hire 
ſhce askes his ſ1gner, ſtaffe and handkerchecte, rokens that were paſt 
all gainc-ſaying. Here is revenge and fi:thinefſe and fraud, and a 
number of naughts put together ro make each other worſe, Why had 
ſhee not rather expoſtulared the wrong with her Farher in Law and | 


to] peake for a husband, why was thee not more aſhamed toentice her 
Father in Law by ſuch atrick * Bur herein marke the wickedneſle in- | 


to which revenge will draw them that harbour it, even ro hurt them- | 
ſelves that they may hurt another alfo, and take heed you women of | 


following herin a fa of ſc much impudency; oncly note Gods 


diſeracefull fact for his other ſinnes that were not joyned with ſo 


— 


'good and bad, 1#dah cared not trogoe from his Fathers houle, he ca- 
red notto deale falſely with Tamar, and loc now God will ſhame him 
for all by ſuffering him to be catched in Tamars trap, Beware that 
-ou ſel1 not over your {clves to ſuchſinnes as he world dothnot inter- 
taine diſgracetully, leaſt God give youover to ſuch as will bring dit- 
Erace. 
We will procecd next to the cAraranitiſh Merchants that bought 
Toſeph, they were, part Midtarites part Tſhmaclites, an interming} led | 
company and therefore are in the ſtory called by both names, here you 
muſt norte a ſpeciall providence of God, over-ruling the journey of 
theſe 2M1d:anres to the ſaving of Tofephs life, and conveighing him 
downe to Egypt : God hath you ſee ſtore of meanes to cffe his | 
owne purpoſes which men cannot finde our. He goes beyond our 
thoughts and beyond rhe intentions of thoſe which are his1nſtruments, 


as a manmakes his horſe ſerve his rurne forthe diſpatch of thoſe _ » | 
 Helics, 


Shechem, Hamor,&c.C u av.29,&c, 16; 
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[neſles, whereof the horſeis ignorant, 

Therefore we muſt learne to truſt his promiſes, even then when | 

our eyes can ſee no way how to have them accomplithed, it pertaincs. 
to him that makes apromiſc to ftinde meancs of making iu gool, It| 
another have given his word to pay mce money, hee, nor 1,! 
muſt take care to provide :t. We wrovg God and take his office to 
our ſelves if wee be follicitous abour rhe meancs, It hee give us 
any we may uſe them, but if none, wee ſhould trouble our felves! 
no. turther but ware upon him and Jer him alone with tis owne 
workes, 

Agaire, the Mid:antes and Iſhmalites for the whole troope conſi- | , 
ſed of both, were carrying the pretious things of another countrey, * 
into Egypt, thar they might {c}] them there, and ſo by commerce in-! 

rich themſelves and profit the whole world. It was well done ot | 
them that they employed themſelves in Merchandize, tranſporting | 
by land the commodities of one place to another for the common | 
goo0d,and their owne convenicnt inaintenance. 

Buying, ſelling, trathquirg, tranſporting of commodiries from | *' 


erchand::; 


1% CUI Li{NCC). TY 


' place to place are neceſſary ations, without which the inhabicanrs of | 11. 
the world could not partake of each others benefits, nor ſupply cach ; 
' others wants, and ſo ſhould not. be knit together in fo neere bonds; | 
| but by this meanes the ſeverall parts of the world or of any Nation, | 
| doe interchangeably communicate whatſoever neceſſary or deilght-| 
tull rhing they have cither to other. | 
The more pitty it is to {ee men 1o beſotted with pride and vanity.) 
| that they thinke it abraver and gayer life to live idling ar home and \ 
tollowing bale paſtimes, then to give themſclves to acommodious | 
and fcrviceable imployment, But certaincly, no calling nor paines in 
any calling can {omuch diſ-becomea man, or reproach and abale him 
; before God and men, that are not charmed with the ſame witchcraft 
that themſelves, then this of having no calling. Better a mender of 
| ſhooes then have nothing to doc, better be the meaneſt member of | 
the body, then a boyleor ulcer,ſuchas the idle man is. | 
Burlet men thar profeſſe rhe name of Chriſtians,look to themſclves| 
| that they ſhunne the vices with which mans corrupt nature doth pol- 
 Jutetrading and Merchandize in reſpe& of many particular abuſes. 
| Make not riches the endof your labour, fo ſaith Sa!omon, Lazour #0t | pry,yy.q, 
| zo be 1ich, ſhunne all injuſtice in your dealing, ſhunne grecdinefle of | 
 gaine thar makes one troubleſome to all about him, and uſe juſtice, | 
| equity, and moderation. Buy as if thou boughtſt nor, ſell as though | 
thou ſoldſt not. Uſe the world as not abuſing it, and then the fol- | 
| lowing of an honeſt trade doth leade you as readily to Hea-| 
ven as thoſe callings that carry a more glittering ſhew 1n the 
world. 
| Further,we muſt conſider their buying of 7oſeph, here we mult ſpeak | Buying and 
alittle of thatcuſtome of buying and ſelling men, how it may ſeeme |'e> 0 
to haye come imtothe world. [t may ſeemeto have entered either by | cc, p 
Oo4 WAarrc, | 
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ids GEN. The Example of Cua Pe34 Ke, 
warre, or clic by debt; In warre the conquering fi ide, that had the | 
conq! ered in their —_ cr, having ſaved their lives, c1d make their | 
| | pcrions abloluce flaves unto themſelves, making this Jaw too, rliat | 
| the chiidren which I they {hou!ld beget ( bond-men and bond- -women | 
| | mixing together ) thould be alſo bond-men. So came the greateſt | 
| | amber ot {laves, men ycclding themſclves in bartell, made them-! 
| | "rot iIcrvants for ver. But it may teeme, thac debt was another | 
| © cauſe, when aman did owe more then he could pay, his perſon and | 
\, his children became the creditors ſervants, that he might ſacisfic by 
labour whar he was not able otherwiſe, ſoit came 1n, 


| 


2140/7, Is itjult or notto buy and {cll and keepe {<rvants © | 
| The-attice of] Ant wer, ac firtt ſight, it ſcemes harih to ute reaſonable cre - 
ws tires like horſes, and to make merchandize of our owne fl th; bur | | 


God allowing his people 7ſrael ro have tcrvants, and buy and {cl | 
them of any ſaving their owne nat LON, doth evidently ſthew the law- 
fulncfle of it; tor ir would not ſtand with his juitice ro allowthem a 
thing unlawtu'l. 

Againe, when S. Paul teacheth maſters how to uſetheir ſervants, 
and doth not command to manuini't them, 1t. 1s evident that it 16 Javw- 
| full to have, and therefore alt# to buy and fell fervarits, Bur it 15-4 

very commendable thing in Chriſtians, that they have 2s 1 reore by 
2 common conſent, laid downe this cuſtome ot bond lervice, and 
left irtothe Turkes and Pagans. So in this the Merchants offcnd-a 
not, butifthey did by any mcanes perceive ther 10ep/ a ree-Man, 
as no' doubt they cid by his manner of carriage towards hs b:ethren, 
\ M& then they did preatly oftend in buy ing and (cling him. Ific ve a fire 
_ to buy ſtolne goods it one knery them to be uch, 3uch more to buy 
and {cl] a free man (1t one have any prob«bi- reaforis to declare his | 
| freedome) as if he were a flave, but it is uſuall with Merchants tO | 
| buy any thing that promitcth gaine, without conf1ceration how | 
| juſtly it be come by ofthem ih at ſellir, of which be you traclel men | 
warned, tor thinke you waat you plcaſe of it, it 1s a ref! (ne, | 
and makes you partakers of the jame unjuſtice which was tound in the | 
felicr. 
ESO much of the Midiaritiſh merchants that did bring 7eſeph 
to £g7ypt. Now of thoic with whom he had+ occaſion to converſe 
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inFe Cypt. 
| _ [ _ Eirlt, his maſter that bought im, he was a man of principall place 
I; r A ; 
| ons _—_ and command in-Fgypt, his name vvas Potiphar, h1s bficc was, Prince | 
1 


of the ſlaughrerers, as the word figntfics, as we would call hi.n, Cap- 
rarne of the Gauyd, Princes of old have had about them, cyen m. n| 
that attended them continually, as to defend them, to to doe execu- 
tion upon ſuch as themiclves appointed to die. Such men had ! .ced | 
of 2 dilcreet, and prudent and ſtout man to be their Captaine ; this 
office was put upon 7oſephs maſter; it may ſeeme by his carriage that 
* was a man of an indifferent good nature, we will note his faults, his 
++ | g00d deeds, his croflcs and his benefits, 


- For his faults. Firſt, it carriech 1 thew of a tault atleaſt, that hay! Ing 


jor care of nothing but of his diet. He would not appoint Toſep5 what 
[proviſion to make for his belly, himſclte would looke to thar, to 
nothing clic he would looke. So it may ſeeme he was 25 we uſe to 
terme ſuch perfons, a very belly-god, that tooke thought tor nochiing 
| bur good fare. If he had notbeene too much a en to His pai'2r, he 


44> ——— 


{ bur that he which would brooke none other thoughts, would him- 
| {e]fe have an eye to his meate, 1t 1s a very probabic proote, thar he 
| was too great atriend to his belly, and over-loved fine and dainty fare. 
A man of place might have found ſome higher and nobler buſineſſe 
' whercin to have imployed his freedome from dometticall cares, then 
about the kitchin : but ſuch an epicure was Porzphar, that his mind 
| ſoared little higher then a beaits doth, to p!caſc his rooth and pamper 
| his fleſh with delicacies. 


| And1 pray you bethere not many ocntlemen Por7phars, that leave. 


is, Shechem, Hamor,&c, Cu a v.34, &c 


would have lett the matter of his tabling to him as well as other rhinvs, 


all other affaires at randome, and overtce nothing burthat they may | 
fare well. Men of great ſtare have little elſe to doe, arid will have | 


little elſe but to cram themſelves, and ſhew rhem{elves g00d tren- 


; cher-men, Buſinelles of any moment rhcy neicher doeznor will know | 


| how to doe, but ſtuffe rhemfelves with good vidualls, and ro get 
; them a ſtomacke is the maine marter of cherr life, rhar they may cate 
| a better meale, and digeſt it betrer. Such as give themſelves to live 
in pleaſure on carh, and nouriſh themſelves as in a day of flaughrer, 
jare bidden by S.7ames to howle and weepe for the miſerics thar ſhall * 
come upon them, bur for the moſt part they be growne fo brawny- 
| hearred, that rhey would but laugh ar Chriſt h imſclfe if he ſhould 
' bid them weepe; yet ifany amongſt you be ſuchthar cares for no more 
| butto give himſclfe overry fporrsand feaſting, let him ſee how brutiſh 
| he hath made himſelte, and be furethar Heaven is Rill ſhut a0ainlt D;. 
 veſſes, and Hcllis ſtill open to receivethem. 

Next, I ſhould thinke it a reaſonable exhortation to you that be 
Chriſtians, that it you have l[cifure or freedome from other worldly 
Cares, you Would beſtow your time better then this Aey2tran, in 
ſome proficable ſtudy, in reading chicfely the Scriptures, and in a 
{large beſtowing your 1elves on exerciſes of piety, and then in other 
fir knowledge, or knowledges whereby you may be better able rodoe 
{ your countrey ſervice with comfort to your ſelves, you mult account 
with God for time. If an idle word niuſt come under 2 reckoning, 
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ſure other no lefle idle waſting of time fhall not be flipped over. 
Live as thoſe that know there is a God, that he will call them ro judge- | 


ment, that ill and unprofitable ſpending of time ſhall  goe for a 


crime. No man forbids you good fare, and a convenient meatfure of | 


recreation by lawtull ſports, but ro make your lives nothing elle | 


[bura chaining of breakefaſt, dinner, ſupper together, with the linkes | 
af” 


His fy; 
gotten a truſty ſteward, and tinding him borh faithtull and proipe- C2; 
Irous, he gave himlclte wholly over to his caſe, and rooke account * 


in 
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| 
| 
| 


ed 


of divers kindes of | portes, if this be not a ready way co Hell, I pro- 


—— 


| 
| 


feſſe I cannot find any in Scripture or 1n nature, that will bring men 


\ 'thither, doe you think that our Saviour ſpake the Parable of the rich 


| 2.He beleeyed 


his Wives cun 


; av2nlt hys ler: 


Want. 7 


| him. 


glutton in vaine © | 
But another fault of his was, that he belecved his wives cunnin 


{lander againſt his ſervant 7eſeph, and was ſo wrath, that inſtantly he 


\mng t]inder | 


caſt him into priſon, very likely without calling him, or at leaſt / 
' patient hearing him to anſwer for himſclte. Shee accuſed 19ſeph to | 
' have imticed her 2nd offered to raviſh her, the man belceves 
ewe, is in fierce wra:h againſt innocent 7oſeph, and impriſons 


[r is4 fault to receive arepor tor accuſation againſt any man with full 


| belecte, ſo asto ſuffer wrathto ariſe againſt the perſon accuſed, untill 


| 2 man have well weighed rhe matter, and giventhe man accuſed leave 
ro uſe all the good wayes of clearing himiclfe. And by how much | 
the tault is the greater wherewith any one is charged, by fo much 
| caſinefls to belceve it, and an over-ſpecdy intertaining of the accu- 
ſation is more blame-worthy, becaulc it ſhewes leſle charity, for a} 
common imper{cction is very likely tobe tound in the beſt men, bur ! 
' we mult ſce cauſe ro ſuſpect him of great naughtineſle, concerning | 
whom we bclecve a grievous accuſation. It was Savls fault alſoro | 
be open carcd unto falſe acculers, indeed the conſideration of the 
' perſon accuſing, a wite, her manner of doing it inſuch a bold, and 
withall ſubtill taſhion, faigning her ſclfe to be ſo vexed atthe indig- | 
'nity, that her ſervant ſhould offer ſuch athing to her, and then the | 
fight of his coat in her hand left there, as others that came in at her | 
cry would witneſſe juſt upon his going out, All theſe mitigated his | 
fault, but did not wholly excuſc it ; tor hce ſhould have conſidered | 
'how faithfull Joſeph had ſhew'd himſelte, and how vertuous, and 
ſhould not have conceived that he would ſo foone haveturned fo del- | 
perately eviJl,as to have ofteied violence to 1S miſtris. 
Be you therefore humbled, if any of you have beleeved and beene | 
angry with, and puniſhed ſo much as you could, another for a fault | 
wherewith he was wrongtully burdened, it the end or iffue make it | 
appeare the party was innocent, though the pertonacculing, ane&tnan- | 
ner of accuſing may extenuate the tault of your credulity, yet itcannot | 
utterly take it away. 
And now lIearne to ufc both eares, afore you credit a report or : 
accuſation againſt any whoſe courſe hath becne vertuous and com | 
mendable, though it come cven irom a wife or perſon very neere. 
Indeed a man whole knowne cvill carriage doth give it ſelfe for a 
very probable argument of his guiltineſle, hath no wrong 1t a pro- | 
bable though not all our true narration be beleeyed againſt him, but 
It 1s a great fault to credit a lewd tale againſt a 7oſeph. Search tho- 
rougly into ſuch accuſcrs and accuſations, and be not angry art firſt, 


_ — 


fortharwill hinder a man trom being indifferent in ſearching out the | 
truth of the matter. | 


You | 
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| You ſce Potiphers faults, ſechis good deedes. 


dhechem, Hamor,&c.C n av. ;4.,&c. 
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deeds, 


Firſt, hee marked the Faithtulneſle of his ſervant, and his good 


terred him in his houſe. Tr 1s a point of wiſdome in any manto thew | 
due loveand reſpect to a faithtull and proſperous ſervant, as after the! 
| Governour of the priſon did, and as Laban did betore. To fee this 


it is ſcenc it is worthy to be honoured, eſpecially in a ſervant, by 
whoſe vertues a mans e''ate is ſo greatly furthered, It is a wrong to 


ſucceſle in all rhings, and accordingly both loved, truſted, and pre- 


isa point of diſcretion, but to like and reward ir, adds juſtice to dif-| ** #or i. 
cretion, vertue would be noted in the mceaneſt condition, and where | 1,, 


1. He obferyed 
Als fervancs 
t.:chtulnefie 
| and good {uc. 


celic,and loved 
and rewarded 


» 


Deut. 18.1 


ſh:wing good liking, and giving good reward, Therefore God 
commanded the maſters to impart to their ſervants when they ſet 
them free, ſome good part of the ſubſtance wherewith God had 


bleſſ-d them under their labours. And Salomey (ſaith, that as bee 


that tendeth the fir tree ſhall eate of its fruits, ſo hee that attendeth on 
his maſter ſhall come to hovour, It is a ſhame for the fig-tree it the 
gardencr doe not tare the better for it, and an arrant ſhame for che ma- 
ſter if a diligent ſervant reape not benefit from him. 


It any of you maſters have beene barren fig-trees to your faithfull 
ſervants, confelle it to be a fault of unjuſtice, and a kind of ingrati- 


God to give you fuch wicked ſervants, as may become a plague ro 
ſuch ſorry and pinching maſters. The Holy Ghoſt bids us doe 70 ſer- 
vants that which is juſt and equall; and to recompence a man well tor 


| 


| 


his paines and fidelity, 1s a point of cquiry, Hee rhar will not re- \ 
quire 2 {crvant, doth but ſecke himicife, no: exerciſe vertue, if hee | 
{ceme ready to requite his equals and ſuperiours; he would be as 
ſlacke rowards them as to his {crvants, it he did not either feare ſome 
lofſe, or expe ſome gaine from them; learne of Chriſt to be good| 
maſters, nay lcarne of Potrphar. 

And if any of you have beene ſo much favoured by the divine pro- 
vidence, as to be provided of theſe houſhould inſtruments, good and 
fairhtull, and every way vertuous, let them aftord them all cncou. | 
ragements by all good uſage. You know how much it concernes an 
Artificertoget a good, and itrong, and fir toole, no lefſe needfull is | 
2 prudent, diligent and rruſty ſeryant. Conſider now that which | 
Potiphay could not conſider, that in Teſus Chriſt there rs neuther bond 
wor free, the meaning is, .tha: Chriſt will not reſpeRt men more or lctle 
in reſpedt of grace or ſalvation, becauſe of their being maſters or | 
bond-men : therefore ſeeing God will reward a ſervants graces, why 
ſh»uld not maſters reward their paines 2 Nothing but worldly-min- | 
dedncſſe will oppoſe this exhortation, and none but very worldly | 
minded men will negle& it, 
Another thingto be liked in him is, that he did but imprifon Toſeph 


and not take away his life ina rage, conſidering what was thecrime and /ephs life un 2 


who the acculcr. 


; 


| 
tude, a fruit of niggardize andiclfe-loye, and a juſt cauſe ro provoke | 


| 


Col. 4-1 


Gal.3.28, 
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His benefits. 
Hee had an 
| hocioutable 
office, 
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His croffes, 


| wite, 
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'matter. And it is probable thar Porrphar had a little kind of paci- 


He had 2\ewd but it was not heavy to him becauſe he did not know of it. Hee had 
Woman to his 


(JE No 7 he Example of Qyn A P.34,&C.' 
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| It is a good thing cven in unjuſt puniſhing, yet ro obſerve ſome 
moderation, ſo as not to proceed to capitall blowes, till time of re(- | 
/pight have beene taken, to take more thorough notice of the 


fication towards 1ofeph, becauls he proceeded not after ro greater 
ſeverity. 
Learne you to put ſome time betwixt the accuſing and utmoſt pus | 


| 
\niſhing, that truth may have lcaſure to cleare it ſelfe, and ſce how | 


monſtrouſly crucll many of ours be, that will kill in a rage ( and. 
not onely be angry) for thar for which their owne more ſober. 
choughts would account eycn a blow to be an oyer-meaſure of pu- | 
niſhment. | 

Theſe are the faults and good deedes of Potiphar, | 

His benefits were very great bur all temporall. Hee had an ho-_ 
nourable office about the King, he had riches and proſperity in his | 
outward eſtate, and that in abundance, Hze lighted upon a wiſe and 
faithfull and diligent ſervant, who bcing his Steward, ordcred all his | 
bufinefles ſo well, that Gods bleſſing attended him in all things. So he 
bad dignity and wealth, and an excellent ſteward, | 
| You ſee that theſe common benefits are caſt upon Heathen men, | 
and therefore be exhorted not ro ſer your hearts upon them, nor to | 
fatisfic your ſelves in them, but to ſ{eeke the Kingdome of God | 
and its righreouſneſlſe, and ro eſteeme of theſe things but as: 
the vantage, not the principall bargaine, as moſt times men 
doe. 
'  Andſecingthe having of thele things doth not difference you from | 
;unſanified men, ler the uſing; ufc them not alone for your owne | 
credit and carnall content, but.for the common good, and for the | 
rcleete eſpecially ofthe poore Saints. Have them ſo as not to be puft 
up by them, nottetruſt in them, not to account your ſelves one whit | 
the better men or women for them; have them ſo as to be thankfull 
for them and ready to part with them, and the ſ@ having them will | 
prove you true Chriſtians, and that theſe outward things are 
given you in favour, as a reward of goodneſle and an inſtrument 
of it. 

Now among theſe many benefits, this man had one heavy croflc, 


alewd woman to his wife, an adulterous woman, that was ſoimpn- 
dent as to ſolicit his ſervant to commit folly with her, and then ſo 
' graccleſſe as to accuſe him falſely to her husband, and ſo cauſe himro | 
deprive himſclfe of one of the greateſt benefits he had, even anexcel- 
lent ſervant. | 
| Tris the lot of many men to be croſſed in their wives, amongſt 
| other croſſes, ſome have lewd women, impudent, falſe, crafty. 
| They on whom God hath laid this crofſe,muſt labour to beare it qui- 
,ctly, they ſuffer none other things then many before have ſuffered | 


and flall ſuffer hereafter. Croſles mult be made as calle as is Pn 
| es 
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the Lord hath not laid the worſt croſſe upon them by ſending them 
yoke-ftellowes of the vileſt qualities. And ſo much for Potiphar, 

Now for his wite, ſhee was a molt wicked woman, of her good 

decds we reade nothing, of her naughtinefſea great deale. Theſe were 


her faults. 


| 


{ 
| 


| 


Firſt, ſhee was a lewd, adulterous woman, not contented with 
her owne husband, but giving her eye leave to wander upon the 


comelineſſe of a ſervant of her husbands. 


take no nay in er uncleane ſuire, bur ſollicired Joſeph agiine and a-4 
gaine though he ſhunned her company, and at laſt watching her time 
to gethimalone betore he knew of ir,ſhegrew to that outragious bold- 
neſle in luſt, as to lay hold on him and offer him as much violence as 
a woman could offer aman, carcheth him by the garment, and is not 
aſhamedto pull him to her, and intreate him co lie with her, holding | 
him ſo faſt that he had no way lcftro be rid of her but to leavethe gar- 
ment in her hand and get him out of the roome. | 
Thirdly, ſhee was a moſt malicious woman, turning her inordinate | 


love and luſt inco bitter hatred, and reſolving to ruinate him by ſubtil- 
ty,vhom ſhee was not able to overcome by enticements, for feare' 
ic may be that he ſhould diſcover her wickedneſfſe, ſhee prevents him 
with falſe accuſations, and being fitred with a ſ{uiden occaſion her 
naughty wit doth quickly apprehend it, finding himſclfe gone, his, 
garment lefr,ſhee crics out aloud,as if ſhe kad ſome force offered to her, 
and when company came ruſhing in at the outcry, thee ſhewes his gar- 
ments, and with a fained rage, ſaies, hee hath brought in an Hebrew, 
which name was odious among the Xgyptians, and ſo having laid a 
crafty foundation for her malicious deſizne when her Lord comes! 
home, ſhe ſhewes him the garment and accuſeth him in the ſame fa- 


| lice and cauſcleſſe, here is ſubtilty and great craft, here is lying and | 


ſhions that he came into her and offered to commit villany with her, 
but when ſh:e cried he haſted away leaving his garment for haſte, Here 
is luſt, here is impudencie, here is wilfullneſle in luſt, here is bitter ma- 


great falſchood. 


O let all women and all men beware of theſe finnes; beware of loo- 
| king upon a handſome body and a faire face with a luſtfull eye; bc. 
' ware of nouriſhing luſtfull defires; beware of impudency and ſhame- 
leſneſſe; beware of alluring, enticing, almoſt compelling men to} 
lewdneſſe ; beware of hating thoſe whom you cannot win to be fan- | 
| full; beware of lying, falſe accuſing, laying ſnares to intrap men 1n and 
crafty and bold bearing outof lies; and beware of going off ftill in ſin 
and carrying it out with an high hand. This Agyptian Lady thar | 
knew not God, might cafily runne into ſuch abhominartions, and it is 
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| 


Potiphars wite 


No good in 
her 

Her faults, 

t Shce was 11 
adulcerous yyas 
may, 


an earnelt ia 
her nichrnefle, 


Secondly, "ay was impudent and earneſt in her filthinefſe, would | a. Impuden: 
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The Example of C ua y.34,&0, 


| no wonder that Satan could draw one of his owne ſlaves to dee this | 
| drudgery, but let none of thoſe that know and profeſſe to feare 
Godproſtitute themſelves to lewdnefle,malice,lying,amd guile, 
eake heed of giving your ſclves leave to be wanton; the 
woman thar proſtitutes her body will ſoone 
become full of all other 
VICES, 
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Pharaohs Butler and Boker, 0 
| | 

and Pharaoh himſelfe and 


the {Eg yptians. EE. 


| | 
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> Efore I ſpeake of 7ſeph, ſome thing muſt be | purocks Bur: | | 
A\ noted of afew more with whom he lived and | 1-r and Baker 

Y had occaſion of commerce. Firſt, the But- | | 
) A ler and Baker of Pharaoh, \ in whom wee may | , 
AJ take notice. 1. Thatthey were both Ofhcers | = 
N' to a mighty King. 2. That they both did | 
offend or ſ{cemed to offend their King. 3. They | 
both were impriſoned. 4. That they both | 
dreamed true. dreames, ſomewhat like in ap- | 
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pearance but quite contrary in ſignification. Laſtly, thac they felt | | 
(the cffc& of their dreames, and that the Butler was forgetfull of | | q 
{ oſeph a great while but at laſt remembred him. So wee ; 
have their good deeds, their bad deeds, their benefits, their | des ir good 
croiles, Y 

F p12 The 
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ey hate 1 he good WIL of both are that ſo tarre as wee ſee they bare 
- - rhcir impritonment paticntly and checretully,tor Joſeph witnellcth thar 


1x7 104 ſo ſad today, intimating that they wontcd not to be {o. ” There 
5 acertaine naturall cheerctullneſſe tha: will beare a man out 1n'com-. 


mon croſſes, ſuch as impriſonment and make them merry, even 
|1gh rhey lic by ir, and be in ſome danger of death as thelc. This 


arh Ng that lookes like vertue, but he that out of naturall wiſedome. 


cerctull 1s: morally verruous, he that isfo out of the ſight ot God 
| Fo he innocencic and quietnelle of his conſcience, is religious. 
{ Labour to get ſo much grace as to prevalle more w ith your ſclvcs,chen 
| an Heathen man, evento beare all croſſes with an undejeted coun- 
terance, lot no! calamities make your lookes heavie, Indeed if we 


[8 e our {clyes to grieve forour {innes upon occaſion of our crofles, it 


18 COM mcndable, bur tadnefle at a croſie bewrates weakenefle of 


ju/gement, becauſe it 5 a booteleſie macerating of ones ſc! ©, and 4- 
| ki 1e himſcltc more miſerable then elſethe crof{c could make him, Ir 


they had not becne lad in tormer time, when he tound their countc- | 
nance heavy {or want of an interpreter of their dreames, laying, why 


15 true, God hath ſcrprie te amongſt our afteCtions, rhatit might ſome- | 


WW wry quicken us to ſhunne croffes and ro feeke an iſſue our ot them, 
d ftich quantity ot gricfe as iS requiſite for that end, may well be 


| chockes and countenance. 


'toreveale himiclte in thoſe times, this was 2 divine dreame offered | 


ehc meaning of the areame. 


To bc heavie when we vant fit meancs of n naking us 1! \derſtand | 


| \11 "to each of them dy God of purpo! 'c to finith ihe thing | Me hadinten- | 
4 ded about Toſeph, and hencethey cannot be cheerctull ull thy know | 


that which much CONCernes YSTOKUGI, isnot blame-worthy. panes | 


wereſad for wantof a fit Iiverpreter of dreames, how much more cauſe 
| have they to be {ad that want an Interpreter of Gods Word unto them? 
| Did they as well know the neede of knowing the Scriptures, 35 rh. 1c 
knew the want of an Int21preter, they would bc fad upon a jutter 0c- 
cafton. But ic may ſceme muci that we mecre with interpreters of 
areames) yet ir1s hkely, nay certaine, that there were ſome which un- 
:  dentooke that office, a5 there were that exerciſed other curious arts. 1 
| ſuppoſe that God who gave dreames to ſome, pave thento others the 
| knowledge of interpreting of dreames, and h-<nce the Divells imita- 
| ting God Cid ſethis 'dolatrous Prieſts a worke to doe the [a mething 
and hence the Interpreters of dreames among the Gentiles, Ic was 


_—__ —_— — — 


 ving had dreames, they would have ſought to the Interpreters, and 
were fad that their opportunity {ſerved them*not, How much more | 
ſhould we ſceke to thoſe that can teach us berter things, and are | 
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th 


ap- 
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not to be diſcommended but rather approoved intheſe men, thar ha- | 


entertains, though it {well not fo by o asSto WIIC It (clfc UPOn Our 


: But thete two men whom impriſonment could not make to change | 
| COUNteNance, Yet became {ad when they wanted interpreters © o their 
areames. It was one of the waies by which the Lord was plc -aled | 


'G E N,  Pharaobs Butler, &c. C i HA A Pugh, &c.' B22 | 


—_— — - ———_ - 


[appointed for that purpoſe and even bc lorry th: it wee want tuch 

helpes 2 
But another thing commendable 1s, that they deſpiſed nor [oſephs +» Fey ol 
cither yourh or meane condition, but open their dreames. And inv iced vs 
ha is athing which advetſity will worke men even of high ipitirs un- moo nee | 
tO, NOLtO deny familiariry unto thoſe that be farre meaner then theme ©» | 
ſelves. Ir is a matter of neceſſity, for a great Officer in \Pritun lo Cat- | 
Ty himſelfe affably and fociably to a poore youth attending in th- p1j- | 
fon, but to be affable to meanc pertons when pretermenie ard lite try 

| mecte together, that is a point of morall vertue ar leaſt, Ir 1s niore 
beauritull in a great mans carrtage, then any Jewell or muititude of. 

jewels in his apparell ; wholocver defireth to be had mnpood account, 

1ct him ſhew forth this vertue. | | 
' Another good act we have in the chicfe Butler, 1har w he -n he was ' | | 
put in remembrance of 7gſeph by the talling out ot thic drcame of | 
Pharath, and the inſufficiencieof theother Wile- men to irterpret,then_ 
he did a good cfhceto his King (though I cantot call ira good office | | | 
to Teſeph as he did it) even roinformethe King of it, and brir: £ loſephs | | 
abilityto light, and make this gift of his ferviceabic to Pharao! in this FS 


' EXIgeNt, 

They & doe a good office to a King or any otic man, who he! 
themto men of commendable ſufficiencics to Joc any neccllary on 
vice tor them, and who certific thoſe with whom they live whar be- 
ncfhits themſclves have received by anorher, that or hcis may receive | 

the like benefit in the like neceffity. All men ſhould be ſo charitable | | 

eden neighbours asto commend unto them the {p:in? from whence | 
themſclves have dranke retreſhing waters. | | 

But ſee the faults ottheſe men, firſt they both ſeemed to have com- | Their faules, 
| mitted ſome treſpalle (fome mardhofiread M1 likely tt was, becauſethe | HED oo” 
: one dicd for it, and the other thould have Gied had he beene found | commr Go 
gwuiry) you lee how dangerous athing It is to commit trefpaſles 2 againſt | | 
a Soveraigne King by any kinde of treacherous attempts or carriozes, 
yea ſo much as inthought or word, for this is ſuch athing as inda rge- i} 
reththe offendot both in liberty and life, Therefore Salomon warneth 
' us not to meddle with ſeditions,and telleth us, that the wrath of a King is | (19-16-14 | L 

like the roaring of a Lyon, and that whoſoever ſinneth againſt him, ſnneth 
againſt his owne ſoule, It may bcfall an innocent man to be ſuſpectcd of 
this crime, as here it may ſceme the Butler found by experience, but it is| 
ncedfull that we carctuily ſhunne the crime, though we cannot ſhun the } 

' ſuſpition. Feare God and honour the Kinz, 1ctyour hearts be ſubdued to| rp... 17. 
his Majcſty,and your tongues and much more your hangs, Doe nothing 
by which you may ſinne againſt him, or cauſe himto be wroth againſt 
you. Kings arc alitle Modell of Gods Soveratgnty, he hath made | 

them his deputies, S. Peter calleth them #be Supreame, S. Paul thehigh-| as 

er Powers, How il] ſpeed had Abſalom, and Shebah, and Bigtam,and Ze-| Rom, 13. 1, 
reſh,and others that attempred againſt Kings? Learne to be duly ſubject 


unto them by whom the God of Heaven dothas it were keepe his 
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rude. 


| being put in minde of tt by the hearing of alike offence in this Officer 
of Pharavh, let him (ee itrobe as bada vice in himſelte, as arthe reading 


ty,that in all thoſe dates could not find in his heart to caſt one thought 


worthy ayoung man, who both miniſtred unto him 1n priſon and fore- 
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Now the {pcciall fault of thcButler was forgetting ot Toſeph,though Is- 
{eph had beſought himro 1-mcmber himw>fignitying alſorhe wrong thar 


' he had in being brought cither as aflayeinto the countrey, or asa pri- 


_ — — | 
pollcthon of thc world; Hirtherto their COmmon taults. 
\.- " - - . . - | 
loner into that place, bur the words of Joſeph vaniſhed, and the chiete | 


' Butler had quite forgotten him whom he letr inprifon,now that him- 
{clfe wasgotten out of priſon. 50 is the guize of nien, whenthemſelves | 
 haveeſcaped croſſes, they remember not to be helptull ro others that | 


_— 


arc in like calamity, yea rhough they have beene beholding to them 

in che timeof their miſery, and have found them inſtruments of great | 
comfort in their miſery. This 15 an unthankfull kinde of unmercifull- | 
'ncfle, it is a compound of two faults, want of pitty and want of grati- | 


OO CD” —=———_— _ | — 


{ pray if any beguiity of this fault, let him not forget it now, but 


- 0— 


of it; he cannor chooſe but judge it inthis Courtier, Had he feene fo | 
mich ſervice. blenetic,fo excellent skill in ſo hidden a thing as interpre- 
ting of dreames, 2nd inch excellent parts in 7eſep9, and had himſclfe 


— —— 


found him ſotine an ſnterpreter, as that ali rhings came to patle accor- 
ding to his word, and was he not worth once thinking of for a whole 


ycarcs ſpace together 5 Sure he was glutred with his owne proſperi- 


backe againe to the priſon, and thinke of tne wrong done to that ſo 


a 


w— 


told his deliverance out of priſon, 

This forgcttullneſſe of amantro whom we have beene indebted in 
milery, is atcſtimony that ſ{clic-love hath fo abounded in him as that 
it hath choaked and conſuincd all charity. It is a moſt disbecomming 
vice, it cauſcth hard cenſuics tromevery mouththar doth heare, he that 
hath praQtiſcd it in himſc!fc cannot but condemne it 1n another, 4s Da- 
vid did his owne fault in a third perfor; forget not to blame your | 
{clves for having ſo forgotten. _ | 

And now bc taught to uſe your memory vcrtuonfly ro remember | 

thoſe that arein diſtrefle and under injurics, and thoſe that have ſuffe- | 
red with you, and thoſe that have beene inſtruments of comfort to you 
inthe common ſorrowes that betell both. Mcmory cannot be berter 
exerciſed next aker the remembrance of God aind his bencfits and our | 
finnes,then in remembring the miſeries of others, with whom once our | 
own ſelves were joynet inthe ſame miſery. and the kindnefles we have | 
aceccived of them 11 our miſcries. And ſo muck of the faults of theſe 
men. » | 
Now of their crofles, they both were impriſoned, and ſure impri-' 
ſonmen” is 2 crofle, To be limited to one chamber, to be denied the 
common benefits that bruit creatures enjoy, drawing in the freſh aire, 
and a free beholding of Heavenand Earth, to want the benefit of ones 
friends company, and bc ſo reſtrained, that neither he can goeto them 
nor | 
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'nor they can come to him, to have one wall, one chimney, one win- 
dow for his proſpe&, andeither none or but a few and tho{e diſconſo- 
late perſors 2s himlelte totalke withal!, this is a croſle I ſay fotedi. 
OUS, as none can judge of it but by expertence, yet many perſons both 
of high place and of great vertues have ſuffered ir, 

O now therefore let mee counſell youto be thankefull for liberty, 
and to praiſe God that hath not laid youfaſt in ſome place of cuſtody, 
 thar hath {er you ar large and given you liberty ro be with whomand. 
' where you weuld your {clves, in your owne houles, or in your tr ends 
| houſes, or where you defire to be, where you have no doores 
| locked upon you, no keeper toſhut youinand ler you forth, po con- 
'rroler to take you up with furly words, none to finde fault with you 
'in thatkinde, or rocxact upon you. I ſay, thanke God for liberty ' 
and know the benefit by having, which would ſeeme great unto you 
if you wanted it, 

And ſecondly, uſe your liberty well, keepe your ſelves from ill 
company and ill courſcsz runne not into places worſe then priſons; 
then when you be out of priſon. Moderate your ſelves in your free- 
dome, that you may not be abridged of your treedome.,. efpecially 
takeheede of running into ſuch crimes, as ſhould cauſe you to de- 

ſerve impriſonment. Harmefull creatures are chained or tied up, fo 
; muſt harmefull men, let your behaviour be ſuch, thar you may not | 
'inforce Governours to lay youfalſt, let not Satan get you into his hon- 
 dage,be not priſoners to your luſts, and in this {«nce alſo I may uſe Pe- | 
ters words, Abuſe not your liberty as a cloake of malicionſneſſe, or 25 an | 
occaſion to the fleſh, the abuſe of mcrcies doth fortcit them and ad- 
' deth bittern«fle rothe want of rhem. If there be not a grofle fatneſſe | 
;growne over the heart of a man, he will call ro minde with anguiſh 
his unbridled walking in his liberty that now is bound to one 
' place, | 
' But howſoever, learne' to prepare for impriſonment and for that | 
| purpoſe keepe friendſhip with God in your owne conſciences, wirh 
| whom you may comfortably conferre when the /prilon doores be ſhut | 
and your other friends are kept out from you. And Jabour to getthe | 
knowledge of the Word of God, the meditation of which may be 
ſwecte unto you when ſolitarincſſe would elſe caſt you into your | 
, dumpes. He that can powre out his ſoule to God in prayers and | 
in ſupplications and in thankeſgivings, may make his priſon com- ! 
 fortable to him, he that can heare peaccable anſwers from his con- | 
ſcience may fing Pſalmes in the ſtockes, and he that can meditate 
'of Gods Word can neyer languiſh with ſolitarinefſe, when he lieth 
; under lock and key and that himſclfe alone allo. 

And another croſle is to the Baker alone, he loſt his life violently, 
diſgracctully, and it may ſeeme deſervedly ; foron the third day the 

King tooke them both out of priſon, and then putting them to triall, 


— — 


hanged the one and acquitted the other, reſtoring him to his 
place, 


| 
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"with much contempt allo : and let us be alwaies ready not for death | 


| I, They were 
both 1n high | 


place under a | of honour, and like by too ( 1t they wanted not good husbandry ) of 


| 2. They had | 
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176 Gen. The Example of GCuna Pe 34 ,GCCs 


To dic an unnaturall, and ſhamefull and violent death 1s amiſcry, 
a Ctoſle, a puniſhment, death at what doorc focver 1t carry a man. 


| out of the world, 1s grimme enough to looke upon, but to hale a, 


man out of the world by violcice and difgrace, makes his approach | 
more terrible. Nature hatcs ics owne deſtruction, the ſoule and 
-ody cannot well indure their {cparation, but ſo much the leffc | 
by how much the deſtruction 15 more violcnt, and the parting more : 
contumelious, FLO 

Ler us be thankfull ro God therefore that hath taken our friends : 
ou: of the world by fairc and naturall deaths, and let us abhorreand ; 
[hunne thoſe capitall finnes that may cauſe the Lord to bring us into - 
the like miſery, and to pull us out ofthe world before our time, and | 


alone, but for ſuch a kind of death. A man is to brooke reproach 
with death and as well as death, If onely malctactors did fall in this 
manner, it were our duty to care for no more but to prevent crimes, 
bur ſeeing the innocent allo have beene opprefled, witnefſe above 
all exceptions, our Lord Jcſus Chriſt and hs blefled Prophets and 
Martyrs, now it is requiſite for us to prepare for a violent death, 
onely praying ro God that wee may not pull ir on our ſelves by our | 
finnes, and then bearing it quictly, though it ſhonld befall us with- 
out doing i], and moſt comfortably it it ſhoula betall us for having 
done well, | 
And {o much for the croſl-s of theſe men. Now their benefits, | 
Fuſt, they were both officers under a great King, enjoying places ' 


— 


'wealth. Ei] 
| To have preferment and riches, or to be in the way of both, by | 
'a'rending upon a mighty Prince, is ſuch an ourward thing as men 
| make great account of ; O how much morc worthy a thing 1s 1tto | 


: / 0100 | 
bean attendant on God, and aſpeciall othcer as 1: were in his Court ? | 


They know not God and his ſervice, that cannot ſce an excellency in | 


being admitted ſo neereto the King of Kings. 
Zur ſecondly, they had in the priſon an cxcellent perſon to attend 


them, and one of ſuch endowments, that was rcady by diligence to 


miniſtcr any thing unto them, and by wiſdometo advile, counſel! and | 


informe them, ; 
Ir is agreat happineſſe in miſery ro meete with a perſon able and 
ready to comfort and cheere up a lad heart by cheerefull ſerving and 
by hearty counſcll, Hee is as happy as one can bc in priſon, that hath 


a Joſeph tobe with him or to waite upon him; God can give this benefit | 
- to us, we mult ſupplicate for it, and learneto make as great account of 


| ſuch in proſperity as in adverſity. 


Now it might have beene tothe Baker a benefit, if his want of due 


| knowledge had not unfitted him to make it uſctull, rhat he had three | 
 dayes warning to fit him for death. There is no man that canpromiſc | 


| himſclte life torthe ſpace of three dayes, but ſo caſy arc we to make 


| 


| 


| and 


—— 
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pau belecve promiſes of life to our ſelves, unleſle we fee the time of | 

' our lite moſt incvitably determined, that we will hard!y {c our! 
ſclves to prepare heartily tor death, unlcfle we be made to {cc that 
now betorc ſuchatime we muſt needes dic. Butit is our duty tadooke! 

for thar, and walke prepared for it that may come cvery houre, muſt 

coine within a ſhorttime; for what 1s the longelt lic when once the! 
concluſion of it 1s come upon us. 

Againe, it was a benefit to the Butler, he both knew he muſt be | The Cuts 


Cliche, 


 delivercd, and was delivered out of prifon, and retured to his Place of | FR: 
| CL DOLL &now 


| honour againe, | be Yds be 
To have a comfortable deliverance out of croffes is a benefic that | *16144, 


we can caſily diſcerne to be great, who doth not defire it, rejoyce in! 7, * - xg 
it, pray for it and applaud others for it. Itis therefore agreat good- | Jo 
neſle of God to grant it, indeed if one have beene caught by fume | 
afllition through wrongtull meanes, when nothing wor hy thereof 
- hath beene done by him ; it isa favour of Godto make his innocency | 
 knowne, ard ſo to grant him a happy cſ{cap-, but howloever it 1s 
'2mcrcy. Bur you {ce here it is a common mctcy, be thankfull for 
t, walke capable of it, by being ſuch as God hath ingaged himfelte| 
 unto,to deliver them out of all adverliry. | 
| And moltof all, make a good ufc of your croffes and deliverances | 
| both, thar you may be better after a crofſe, and that your deliverance| 
| may deliver you alſo from finne, Hee that getreth not ſome more 
; grace in adverſity then he had before it came, and doth not uſe that | 
'grace after to ſhew himſelte to have profited by his crofſe, comes 
| out of a crofle none otherwiſe then a beaſt may ſcramble out of aditch, 
' and ro {ſuch an one a worſe thing ſhall betall atrerwards. And fo much 
| for this couple. | | 
| Now weproceed to Pharaoh himſclte King of F2ypt, we conſider in | 
' him the ſame things, his good and bad deeds, the good and bad occur- | 
"rents that bete!l him. | = 
| Firſt for his good deeds, Pharaoh was indeed an Heather and an | EN | 
| Idolater, but he ſeemeth to have beene a man of good wiſcdome| tice was wite 
'and morall parts, the good deeds recorded of him in Scripture arc | *"4 had good 


| 

T . wo morall parts. | | 

theſe, Firſt, having dreamed a divine dreame, I meane a dreame\ , je guy wn i 
| | 


.4 0 


| 
| 


| ſent to him of God for ſome ſpeciall purpoſe, he uſed all the waies | the meanes he | 
| he could to come to the knowledge of it, and was much troubled | ——_ | 
' when he ſawthat he could nor attainethe interpretation of it. For a |e/9e ofpus | '® 
 dreame was but a kind of riddle or (imilitude offered unto a man in | 41c2me, þ 


| his ſleepe, which did darkely, and yet truely repreſent ſome truth, bf 
neceſlary for him to know. Indeed ſometimes God did appeare to | | | 
his ſervants in dreames without any ſuch darke and obſcure revela- | | 
tions, and in expreſſe and plaine termcs didtel! themrhethings which | 
they were to know, as in the dreames of .A#melechand of Abraham, 

| but many times he appearcd to them alone in fimilitudes, yet ſothat | 
| he made them know the meaning eafily, as in Toſephs dreames, and 


in Jacobs dreame of the ladder, now ſuch an enigmaricall dreame being 
| Pp 5 offered 
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offered unto Pharaoh, he fought all meanes of gctting the interpretation 
of it: fur. ly we thould much morc {eckc to atraine the knowledge | 
of the Scripture, and dclire to have fome to interpret the ſamc unto | 
us whee it is doubrtull and obtcure. And it we neglet to ſecke the | 
meaning of it, we ſhall doc as much wrong to our ſclvcs as Pharaoh * 


OR . TT —— — ————  — SC. 
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ſhould hve done to bimſelfe, it he had flcighted this dreame, for 
thon ſhould lis land have beene conſumed by famine as well as other 


lands. Therefore fince God hath appointcd you his written word | 


The Example of Cna P.34,&Cc,' 
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for your inſtruton 1n matters concerning ſalvation, asthen he plca- | 


fed by dreames to reveale what hee faw hit unto men, ſee that you 


lecke to know the word of God as he fought to know theſe dreames. | 


One'y know this, that often the wiſe men and men of repute inthe 
world, cannot tell you theſe things, but ſome poore impriſoned 
and neglcRed Joſeph. This 1s Pharachs firſt good deed, 

Nex when he hearcs of 1sſeph he conteinnes him not becauſe hee 


. was a poore {crvant and of low degree, but is carcfull to ſend for him | 
+ 2nd ro conlult with him,and by this meanes att2incth to the knowledee | 
* ofthat which all his inchanters, wite-men,and diviners could not helpe | 


him unto. 


h | WY : 0 
Surely it is a point of wiſedome Not to ſlcight men becauſe of rheir 
ourward meancneſle, but without prejudice to conferre with hem * 


it we hearc good of them, and to be ready +6 heorken to their wiſe 
words. Can 4hy £0'd come owt of Nazareth, fairh Nathaztel, prejudice 


. 
: 


| 
| 


2gainſt the meancs of Chriſts birth and education would have kept 4 
him from Chriſt, 1t he had not followed Phrl:ps adviſe, who bid him | 


come and ſee, It pleaſeth God to triumph over the folly of men, that 
will mcaſure things by worldly greatncfle, and to give them overto 
undoc theraſclyes. In Teremes time the Pricſts and men of note were 


oppoſite ro him; ſo © hritt was therefore neglected becauſe he was 


th- ſonne of a Carpenter. Take heede that you meaſure not men by 


' 
f 
| 
| 
j 
| 


their high place and worldly accourrements, God is often pleaſed 
to fIcight grcar ones and to reſpect the meaner: In this caſe learne 


witcdome of Pharash 3nd juc ge notby the appearance. 


Thirdly, when he ſaw the high wiſedome (hat God had given 


1 


earhcring corne 1n the yceres of plenty, to {crve againſt the yeeres of 
tzmir.e. | 
Oh how drfirableathing is it in Princes to commend men to high 


... to Joſe;h, be preters him, and makes him chicfe ruler of his King- 
. COme next under himſclte, 2nd commits into his hand the care of 


: 


place for ther worth fake * And how happy is that nation, when ' 


nor a imans either fiiends, or money, or fattery, or ambitious infinu: | 


ations of Himſc'fe, bur his parts, the abilities God hath given him, 
1nd firnefie ro diſcharge an high place, is the rule which the Prince 


coth follow 1n advancing men © Ir ſhall procure a world of welfare 
torhe ſtate, and comfort tothe Prince, to whom the Lord giveth ſo. 
much wilcdome, as thus to diſpence places of preferment. But I| 


ipeake to ſubjefts, wee muſt be helpetull ro our Soveraigne Lord 
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with our prayers, that is all which our handscan reach unto. 


and for his ſake ſhewd great reſpeRt unto his bretheren and ro his 


friends and kindred, fo faire as they ſhew not cthemtcives unworthy 
to be favoured. Confſtancy in loving od honoming a worthy man 
; becomes Kings, and largencfle of love, even a ki nd if royall lo 

| beſcemerh their perions and places, for a worthy icrvancs jakets ad- 
; Vance his Father, Bretheren and kindred. This is a gh King! y love, 
| and {uch as can fort alone with men of ſuch hi gn h q uatity. "Me 1ncr 
' perions want meanesto ſhew their fas Ourav'c rcjpect in {ich 1 {prea- 
'ding manner. Indeed to preferre unworthy pertons, becauſe they 
; be of kinne to a man of grear worth and mich favoured, 15 not ag tce- 
{ablerothe ru les of wiſdome; bur let them be Me Cap: able of favour, 
ind he doth not love a man thoroughly, thzt for hi $s fake doth not 
alſo love thoſe thar are neere unto him. And if Princes have 
ſuch a Princely love to their vertuous favourites, how much 
, more hath the living God to his 4 Thelc be things commendblchn, 
Pharaoh. 


_ 


For his faults, God hath beene plealed to reveale nane bur that 14; 
| common fault, hee continued an Heathen though he had a Toſeph H: 


in his Court, and highly preferred by himſelfe. Ir is 2 hard mat- 


| fectuall. 
! Lerusprayto God to leade us into the knowledge of —_ or 
clic we may live long with them that know it, and ye ct ;carne noting 
'ofir. Iris in our natureto ſettle our ſcives inthe religion rr fag orc 
fathers, and not ro confider whether it be true and g00 xd, yeaor not. 
| A kind of ſlitenefſe in marter of religion, doth raigne in the worle, 
[men will not be art the trouble to examine thar which t] hey find in 
'uſe, they will not hazard, themſelves in crofſing the COMmON-voice; 
{o they {wimme downe the {treame, ana runne into p< rdition for com- 
pany, Let us be carctull to EXaminc the things thit we hinge, ang » 
(ſeeing God hath vouchlated vs the nap pY guidance of his word) 
(let us learwe 10 try all things and hold faſt the good + Onely introving we 
| muſt rake heede that we be nor of a kind of crofle humour, tha: Sil 
| ſtrive to. goe IN a fingle way, and will 1ctuic things upon floight 
| grounds, as if they were glad to find occation to goc alone. And fo 
| much for Pharaohs faulrsro0. 
| Now his proſperity was great, Firlt, God warned him of the 
| Famine betorc hand thar hee mighe prevent the danger of it to his 


| people : a great mercy to be made to underſtand cvills long before, 
chat 


OT I ee W—__— _— __—_— — — -- 
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A fourththingis, Pharaoh continued to favour 19/eph all his life long. 4: 


Father, ſending for him willingly and faluting him curconty, and 1: 
planting him and his 1n the fruittull place of his kingdo we, and fit- 
teſt for cattle, eyen in the land of Gojhen, Thus it behovorth 2 cond +» 
King, yea and a good man, to favour {ill whom be hath bow do 
({etvedly to favour, and for his fake to ſhew ali _ ctecems} ty his 


ter to get out of darkenelie and to come into lig] n a divine ſpirit | a 2o/eps i his! 
| muſt joyne with the meanes, or clſe the meanes will prove inef. Cour, 
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bo that a man m Uay hidehimſelte from the evill of them, the wiſcdome | 
ot man can alone guctic ot future things, and of fome it cannot {0 
'MUCH1 a5 _ P how great fayour doth God ſhew to men when 
he will lend them a little: part of his Wiſdome, and tell them whar 
miſchictes are comming on the world. So God told Dauvid,how | 
Saul and the men of Keilah would have confpired againtt him, 
Chiilt forctold his Diſcipies of the ruine of Jeruſalem, and made 
nem able to hw themſelves out of that deſtrudtion, Now wee 
mult Jc irnc to eltceme it a greater mercy, thar we are forcwarned 
; Of rhe cvilito COME iN another world, and acquainted with the one- 
'Iy meancs of flying from that unſuffcrable wrath. Let us be as 


© —— ——_ — 


— 


eſcaping the miſchicte foretold, as here Pharaoh was to belceve 19- 
{eph and rotake his counſcll, and then ſhall we as aſſuredly elcape 
rhe mitery of ercrna Ul ceſtraction, as nc and his Countrey clcaped 


; ? 
SH5 45 app!! neile of | L «l Thad Toll ICs 


a man of cxcc!lcrt Wy i{dome and fair nulla, fit for that high 
| hon our of Deir nz Second to Pharach, who in all things behaved 
= himſelfe as became a wile and godly an, The Lord cannet give 

| a greater benclit to a King and a Kingdome, then by preferring a 
Toſeph, by providing ſuch a man, and 1nclinins the hearts or Kings. 
to favour ſuch; this is a mercy which our praycrs muſt obrainc tor 


= - - Our King and for our fclves. Lord fend 7oſephs to the Court, and. 
L | | ' guide the heart of his Majeſty to love and advance Ioſephs. | 
E y. He was 2 A third mercy, he grew exceeding wealthy and a mighty Prince, > 
! 107k 3% poſiciTor in am: inner of all the land of E7ypt, and had all the people | 


2s his ſervants to plow the ground for him, fo that he was arich and | 
we Prince. But whe n Princes or other men become very great | 
and high, many ti: ncs their weakenefle and corruptions turne that be- | 
nefir into a miſery and occaſion of much miſchicfe; learne ſo to re- | 
cive this benefit, asto be carneſt tor gracc, touſe ic well that it may | 
not turne to your deſtruction, | 
N=iuns fd But of Pharaohs crofſes we reade nothing, he was ſo proſperous a 
0: 44s 2215, King, that no adverle accident is recorded ro have befallen him. | 
Evcnto eſcape great crofies muſt be accounted a great mercy; and if | 
the Lord have cauſed any mans life amongſt us to runne with fo | 
cven 2 threed : 15 it wete that no adverſity hath incrrupted it, he ts fo | | 
Prake NOLICC ON thi $ MCLCY), 25tO ont heed withall, tha! he flatter not | 


© A T, be wary of ſuch immunity from outward all Not ſo, but 
we muſt cver remember that inthe Pſalme, That the wicked are luſty 
aud ſtrong, tat they have no bonds in their death, and that they be 
no! n2dve rfity asother men. | 
The z-4pticr  Hitherto of Pharach,now of the Agyptians, boththeland ingene-. 


| 
| 
| 


( 


carctull vo belceve tho! c predictions and to follow that countcll tor 


Gol zaye hin A ſeeond | = acht, God gave Phar as a loſep ', a worthy ſervant, : 


rall and the chictc officers about Pharaob. 
Careynis cm. The land of F2ypt was a rich land and fertile, the Holy Ghoſt | 
1 ra be 9 doth , 
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doth — much of their idolarry i in Genefis, But in after vir; 
they were infamous tor ic,and there did /frae! learne to be Idolatrons Tf 
; God leave 2 people to cheinſelves, they will ſoone.devenerare Erhes 
into prophanenefle and a meere contc mp? of God or into faiſ: wor. 
ſhip and Idolatry. How rhanktull ought wee ro be co whom the 


| 


' Lord hath pleated to reveale his trath and to keepe us tarre from. 


worſhipping a falſe god or embracing a falfe religion? 
| Bur wehavean example of iome go. 1d in theſe Z 'oyptians, 11d 2 
oreat VErtue It was they ſubmitted themſelves to their Govern. 

' with a very great ſubmiſſion, The Famine lay upon them, tlicy 
' were coment to buy corne of Toſeph for money, and when that fai- 
led, to pawne their cattel!, and when that meanes was gone, to 
{ell their lands and themſclves, and did not rebell and with tr Ng 


CY 


hand take corne to themiglves, whither Pharaoh and Joſeph wou! 


or not, This was a moſt commendable thing in the Egyptian s,thcy | 


vould rather fell themſelves to the skinne, yea fell themtclves and ' 


wy then they would tmultuolt {ly ri{c * 1 arcs, n make {edition Z take 


[ne by force © and ftrong hand. ; 

' O that wecould {ce our duty 1n theirs, anc, Iearne to ſubmit our 
iclvcs ft cont ably F( OUT GOVErnours, t Lat NC thin F.INAYy Toon 6 
1s to {edition or 1c5cttion. A man mig! It 1 ve brovo int O1C: t ſew of | 
_ vw hy the Fe1prian {ſhould havercfulc d to { 1 themſelves and 


their lands,it he 23111d haye e1ven n leave to wit and v 7Ords : bur theſe! 
| MEN Are Content 19 1. cape [Ho fa rre 7: ther then to forget thar they were | 


{ubjets. Why ſhould not religion make us adle ro hep - our ſtomacks 


| downe from all difloyal! practif es, as well as nature gauche it the | 


| Eqayptians f 


Now for the faults of Zzypr, I have one to marke, it is ſaid, they | 
on faint with famine, Gen.4 7.13. Or = With famine, "”* Co I how 


1nſlice it, and better; great croſſes put menalmo ſt out of their wits 
and drivethem into a certaine kinde of tury they know not what 0 
'\doe. We muſt pray to God for ſuch a meaſure of wiſedoine an il 
patience, thar croſſes may not worke fo er ts UPON us. 
| But another good deed. They ſhew themſelves very thankfull to. 
| Zoſeph and acknowledged that he had faved their lives, lets a good | 


thing to confcſſe the good we have received from others, and thanke. | y id. 


| 
| fully toacknowledge to whom we owe our lives or any great office of 
| love. 


' riſhed by famine. 
But they hadgreat benefits, Firſt, ſeven very plentitull yeeres, and 


thirdly, a man of equity that made them tenants upon due and caſic 
rates, 42, they paid the fifth part of their increaſe to Pharaoh and 
had foure parts to themſelves, then which what Tenant can aefire a 
\more cquallrent, Who could wiſh to have a better bargaine So they 


had youlce an interchange of good and evill, as moſttimes rhe _ 
dot 


| 


Li 


*? 
The; 


Th 


| 
Alſo the Ezyprians had agreat croſlefor they were utterly impove- The 
| Thy VWerC 1171. 
' poveriflies b 
tamine. 


ſecondly, amanof wiſdome that provided for them before hand, | roure benches. 
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doth pleaſe to fend unto the ſonnes of men, Ler us ſee our mercies | 


o make us more paticnt under our Crofles, and let us ſee our croſſes 
to inake ts more thanketull tor our mercics,and let not either paſle from | 
us wichouta good ule. | 

Now tor Pharaohs Servants and Counſecllours and Princes, we reade | 
10t of any cnvie they had againſt 7oſeph, but that they applicd them- 
ſelvesto him in all kindneſle, and ſpake to Pharavh to ſuffer him togo | 
intothe land of Canaan to bury his Father, and accompanicd him 
thither with great pompe. He was an Hebrew, yer his graces and 
good carriage cauſed thatthcyall loved and honoured him. 

It is a commendable thing ſo to reſpect excellent vertues, as notto 
be mooved with cavie attheir proſperity whom vertue doth advance, 
'cato love, eſtecme, and honour them the more, becauſe they 
haye ſhewed themſelves worthy the higheſt” dignities that | 

have befalne them. The Court of Cyr«s was filled with 
men of another temper then Pharaohs Conrt, How 
did they practiſe againſt Damels Jiterhrough 
cnvic2 Lerus be liker the Fegyp- 
143 Lords here then 
the Perſian. 
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T laft, we have paſſed through the perſons 
that lived wich /a7ob, and ſept, and now 
muſt ſpeak of himſelfe. Firſt io generall: 
Toſeph way a godly man, full of Vertrue ,, 
who began berime to ſhew himſelf good, 
and continued fo to hislaſt : for hee was 
ſold intro Zgypr. nor lovg* after ſeven- 
reene yeeres of age:' before then, he bez 
gan to walke kolily , and God began rg 
reveale farure things unto him by 

' Dreames (a ſigne of his ſpeciall favour and love) and dy name, his 

 qwne fucure proſperity and advancement. The fatne go?dpefſe con- 

tinued ro his end; for when he was about to dye, he gaveComman- 
| dement concerning his bones,as the Author ro the Fe TOue noterh. 

O ler us labour to be fallowers of ſo good a parterness this: there 
bee amongyou ſome young yorths, of the age of 16, 17. or there- 
abouts, 1oſephs age , when God began to ſhew himſelfe to-him. To 
you let me uſe the words of chePſalmiſt, Come Chjlaren, let me reach 


A 
J 
. 
% 
| 


* 
«A 
SY D 
- £ 


© 


I Ba i MG... 


you the feare of the Lord, | 
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'* And laſtly, Gow is as able, and willing and ready to give 


as I mayo ſay, even bound unto him as covenant ſervants; doe | 
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it: I beſeech you to begin betime to enterraine true piety; you are 
| not ſo young, bur that God can worke grace in your hearts; you 
may come to Gods Ordinances, and doe come, you have meanes to 
make you good, and your age bringeth wich it to Church ſuch abi- 
lities of wit and memory, as are fitto be inſtruments of working! 


Grace in your hearts. 


your ſelves unto Godlinefle, even fo. carly, and then I will ſhew 
you meanes by which you may be lo. 
For the firſt, the Lord-ſpeaketh ro yonng men and ſaith, Remem. 
| ber thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth. Loe God deſireth co thave 
you come unto him inthe prime of your age. There be ſome per: 
ſons ſo young, that ſcarce any man will entertaine them for his ſer- 
vants, for they be nor ſufficiene yer to doe ſervice : but God who 
entertainerth ſervants, not to gaine by their ſervice, but to make 
them gainers, he will admit them inro his houſe, and make them 
his ſervancs, that are willing to be his Apprentices, as it were ac 
7, 8,9 yeeres,; he rejeteth none, becauſe they bee yer bur chil- 
dren: nay you ſhall ſee how deſirous he is to be ſerved with ſuch, 
for when his diſciples prohibited thoſe that broughe young Chil- 
dren, he reproved them, and commanded to ſuffer yowng Children to 
come wntohim, becaulſe'sf ſuch, (meaning not alone of rhoſe char he 
like young children, inzhumility ,*but even. of youn - Children 
themſelves) « the Kingdome of Heaves, Why ſhould you be ſo un 
willing to ſerve ſo great a Maſter, who is willing to accept you ſ- 
young into his ſervice? 
Azaine, the Lord Jeſus in Baptiſme hath made a Covenant with 
you, and taken you into a Covenant with himſelfe, ſo chat you are, 


 ————_ 


not now prove run agates and breakers of your covenant. 
Further, the ſooner you take Chriſts yoake upon yon,the more | 
grace you ſhall ger here, and the more Glory hereafter, in that 
you ſhall both doe and receive more good, and avoid and ſhunne 
more ſinnes, therefore ſer your ſelves to his ſervice as ſoone as | 
ofſible. Contrarily, the longer you rarry out of his ſervice, the | 
| aorg4 willit be for you to eater inco it, for the continuance of | 
ſianes, as of ſores, doth make chem more incurable. = 
Further, your life is uncertaine, andir is a doubtfull ching whe- 
ther you ſhall continue in this World, cill 01d age or till middle 
age, make uſe therefore of che preſent time, which God doth 


glve you. 


Grace to you as to any other, yea, and hee hath ſer betore 
your eyes, beſides the Example of 7ſa«ck and Toſeph, and that 
alſo of /efih a King, who begaa to ſeeke God when hee was not a- 


The Example of Cath. 39 &c\[ 


| Hereis an example which will teach ir to you, ifyon will follow |, 


Marke now, I will ſhew you good reaſons why you ſhould apply 


bove 12 \earcs old. 
Theſe 


oo RI 


| 


"Theſe rezſons ſhould perſlwade you, ler chem perſwad2 you 
that are to follow afrer Godlineſſe : iris a rare thing, bur che r4- | 


| 
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(Gen, |. Cras: 39, XC | 


rer the better; it ſhall never repent you to have gone before o- 
thers in well doing : now let mee tcll you how you may bce 
ood, | 
y Firſt ponder much of your Baptilme, and informe your ſelves 
very carefully, what intereſt you have into God, and he intro you , 
and from hence embolden your ſelves to pray to God for the in- 
ward waſhing, that he would baptize you with the Holy-Ghott. 
and make you able ro turne to him and obey him. 

Secondly be carefullco attend ro Gods Word in publike, and 
co reade it, and to ponder onic, reſolving to obevir in vourpri- 
yate medirations, and theſe meanes will make a \ oung man good : 
and as Joſeph began ro be good berimes, ſo continued hee good a 
long ſpace, even to hisiaſt age,ro the end. He was good jo his Fa- 


in age : for heedied at an handredand ten yeers; | 

Now I beſeech \ ou that have begun earely with him, to tonri- 
nue to the end with him, and ſee, that neither change ot place.nor 
of ſtare, adverſity nor proſpericy rurne y ou out of the wa cs of 
Godlinefſe : andifany of you have ſeemed at Joſephs age very for- 
ward in Religion, but are now in amanner waxed key cold, and 
ſtarke naught, ſcarce reraining any ſavour of your former piety; 
ler Jolephs example make you take notice of your want of per- 
ſeverance, that now at laſt you may conſider your decayes, and 
ſtrive to recover againe, and fo ts runne co the end of the race 
with comfort. And you thar are _s ſtrive to get truth, and co 
ſtand by Gods ſtrength, continually uſing Gods meanes, and ; ou 
ſhall be conſtant : and fo much ot Joſephs goodnefſe in generall, | 
eſpecially in reſpe& or its beginning and continuance. 

Now more particularlie, conſider what was good in himin his 
Fathers houſe, andin Xgypr, for ſo may his lite bee fiely diſtin- 
guiſhed, by the places wherein he lived. 

In his Fathers houſe. 1. He was willing to tell of his Brethrens / 
ill carriage unto his Farher, ſo that they might be reformed. Thoſe 
of you = arc of ſo ſlender aurhoritie or power, by reaſon of 
their youth, or upon other conſiderations of meanneſſe of eſtate, 
or the like, thar their owne admonirions are nor likely ro pre 
vaile wich offendors, ſhall doe a good office, if they make knowne 
the faults of ſuch offendors to their bertrers and ſuperiours, that 
ſo the care may bewrouyhe by another hand, which chemſelves 
cannot worke. 

Thus they of the houſeof Clee complained to Paul of the con- 
eentions and diviſions char were (6 rife and ſcandalous amongſt 
the Corinths. This a manis enjoynd and bound unto by the rules 
of Charity, which command him eo ſeeke bis Brothers araend- 
ment and reformation of thoſe things char are evill. 1 know 


chers houſe, in P«tiphars houſe, in the Priſon, ar Court, inyourh, j 
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 ] yea, though the others have rold ir firft tro rheir Governours, the 


| him that hath dereted a mans faults, is an evident ſigne of a 


i 
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Citx. The Example of Cnar 


that moſt men will hate ſuch as complaine of them, and call chem 
cel tales, bur this kinde of complaining may bee carried cloſely 
enough, that it ſhall nor procure envie to the complainer, if the 
Governour will uſe his diſcrecion and take care to find it our ſome 
other way, as in moſt caſes he may, rather then ro ſeeme to have 
come to the kno vledge of it by fuch a meanes.' Bur it it cannot be 
concealed, all men muſt forme their daties , though they hazard 
themſelves ro ſome ill will and danger, 

| Now you children and Servants, that live rogether in families, 
take notice of Joſephs example it you [ee anyevil »ay of your com- 
mon inferiours, ſpeake to them, admoniſh them if ir be fit, and 
if they will notreforme, bring their bad deedes ro their parents, 
or maſters cares, that ſo you may not partake in cheir linnes, for 
want of ufing due meanes to reforme them ; Onely take heed, 

Firſt chat you be nor apt to complaine for every light weake 
neſſe, which ought to be palled by, and 

Secondly. that you never aggravate any thing, muchleſſe faine, 
lye, counterfeit, for falſe arid {landerous complaining againſt a 
ſervant to his maſter, is forbidden expreſiely by v9/0-mn, ſaying, ac- 
cuſe nut a \ertant tohy Mater: the word is uled to denote flande. 
rous and malicious accuſations, aud ſuch mult be avoyded in reſpe&t 
of ſervants, and men of lower 1ake, that by ſ(ecting their = 
rers againſt rhem, they may not occalion much cauleleſic milery 
to chem. 

Apaine, if there be any that have chafed, and entertained great 
diſcontent againſt cheir te)low ſervants. or others, for telling of | 
cheir taults, rotheir Governours ; they muſt now condemae them- 
ielyes for this ungrounded and cauſclcfle anger, eſpecially if they 
| have beene firſt admoniſhed, and no amendment hath followed , 


- 39. &© | 
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faulrc beiog groſſe, and themſelves ſo low, as there was no likeli 

hood thatthey ſhould have beene heard, for hy ſhould any man 
be offended becauſe another hath done his duty . and imitated (© 
good an example as Joſeph ? For ſecing all men muſt rake heed of | 
partaking of others faults, they ſhall partake in thoſe,they ſeck nor 

to re'orm by ſuch fit meanes as they may uſe : and this, of complai- 
ning go Governours, is a fit meancs it tollo+es that they were 
| bound in Conſcience to open their mouthes in this kinde, and ir 
1s doubtleſſe a ſinne to bee offended with another , for thar 


« hich hee could not omit without Sinne, This 'alling out with 


man that loves his Sinne, andy. ould willingly live in it, but for 
feare of puniſhment. © 
Secondly, Joſeph whilſt hee lived in his Fathers houſe, had di- 
vine Dreames eOrded unto him, as foretelling his owne ad- 
vancement, and theſe hee faithfully and truly cold unto his 
Father, and unto all his Brethren , although his Brethren 
| did 


[ ens bur by adding that word, Lawfull; which out of 0- 


| fouleneſle of your Vice, byoppoſingunto it che faireneſſe of kis | | | 


| 
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- did h: hate him for 1 Ie, and his Father ſeemed to rebuke Gim,bur hi IS 
| reproofe was very gentle, and rather for faſhion (ake ro mitigate | 4110, 

| his Brethrans anger , then becauſe hee eſteemed him an offendor in | Wie he 11d | 
| | eclling his Dreames. Soir behoverh all men tocommunicate ulivir | Ve 
| knowledge nnroothers, fo farre as is convenient, cfpecia ly chote | | 
{ whom God hath made ſcers, and pur into an office of reac hing 0: | | 
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thers, muſt bee carefull roinftroc chem, though the things bee 
ſuch, as rhey will racher hate them for, chen accepr. 

Dreames were atthar time Ordinances of God , tOinſtut men; 
If Joſeph coaldnor forbeare to tell his dreames, how much leffe | 
| ſhould any ſorbeare to inſtruct, teach, or admonifh their tellow- | 
tervants, or brethren, or any that are neare to them. Young $a- | 
»uel did tell his maſter Fli his Dreame, and did well in cclling it, | | 
yea, Eli charged him with great carneſtneſle ro tell him all the >| 
trach : Bur ler meu be (ure their Dreames bee from God, before | 
| they reli rhem, I meane, that they have juſt cauſe co ſpeake . and | 
| that ir bee the certaine truth rhey ſpeake, before they (peake to! | 
any. 

Thirdly, while Joſeph was young, hee thew'd himſelfe obedi- | 
ent to his Father, for when he cajled him to ſend him ro viſit his RE, oy 
Brethren, hee was ready to obey him, anddid the office of a duri- | Father, 
full Sonne, addreffing himſelfe ro the appointed buſineſle, although | ©1373," 4: 
ir was to take a journey of rwo or 3 dayes on foot, Come youug 
men and young women, and-learne of this good. youth how to | 
carry your ſelves to your Parents; if they call yon, come, and | 
give them dutifull and manneftly anſwers; if they ſend you, goe, | | 
and preferre the doing of their will in lawfall things, before 
| your owne caſe andplealure, | 

You know how preciſely rhe Lord hath impoſed tais duty up- 
on the conſciences of children; Childrea obey your Parents in all 
things, You mult make no reſtriction of the largeneſle of this Com- 


ther Scriptures muſt needes bee underſtood, and hee gives 4 rea- | 
ſon, ſaying, 11s 18 the firſt Commandement , meaning of the ſecond 
| Table , ith promiſe, and with promiſe of welfare, laying, that it may 
bee well with thee, As ever you deſire to finde proſperity from God , 
ſo you muſt bee durtifuil tro your Fathers and Mothers , the inſtru- 
ments of your beeing, and bringing up, and the moſt immediate = 
| Deputies of Godand you, which hee hath ſer in his ſtead, rotake 
' care of you, and to rule you, 

Now you that are ſinfull and diſobedient Sonnes and Daughters, 
whoſe carriage doth farre differ from that of Joſephs, ſee the | 


Verrne. 

Doe not your hearts within yon ſay, that it was very well 
done in Joſeph ro ſay to his Father, here-am I , when hee cal- | 
led himto goe on his errand, and when his father had told him his 
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|Gex- The Example of GCuav.39 &c 


| did he , bur even increar and beſeech chem to deale berter with | 
bourtolcl bim | him ? as themſelves cell of his carriage, when they were touched 


Rn —_— 


| work by and by to ſet abourit, doe you not chinke that Joſeph did 
che office of a godly childe, and that which his dury bound him co, 
and wherwith God was well pleaſed 2? It he did,as your ſelves muſt 
| necdcs affirm hedid, be you grieved & aſhamed within your ſelves, 
of yourquire contrary carriage , whoſe conſciences can rell, rhar 
inſtead of anſwering here Iam, have retained ſome ſurly anſwer, 
and inſteadof going on the bulineſſe , have gone a quire contrary 
| way. Let your hearts (mire you to Repenrance, that you may com- 
forc your Parencs with obedience hereafter, whoſe hearts you have 


formerly vexcd by your graceleſſe ſtubborneſle. 


and hardly, viz. ſelling him to forrainers, fora Bond-man : what 


wich ſome remorce for their cruelty, Ger. 42, 21. He beſought us, | 
and we would not heare. Loe how it behoves a good body ro behave 
himſelfe to his equals or berrers, or any, chat being too ſtrong for 
him, when they doe offer hard meaſure unto him, even iarrear, 
pray, deſeech, uſe all ſubmiſhve, gentle, quier and milde words, and 
carriage. Learne that of $. Paulwho faith, being defamed, we intrear. 
You know Abigals carriage toward David, when ſhe found him in 


2 great Chafe againſt her husband, and ready to doe violence to her | 


family, ſhe intreated him, and cauſed his paſhon ro ſtoppe ir ſelfe by 


andif any thing in the world will aflwage the fary, and molliferhe 
hardneſſe, and remove the cruelty of an enemy, ir is this kinde of 
language and behaviour : If therfore any of us be guiley of beraking 
our ſelyes,in ſuch caſe,to railing,bitrerneſſe,and violence, giving all 
che vile cearmes, that wrath would pur inco our mouthes, againſt 
our Superiours, when they wronged us, and dawbing them with 

' moſt foule names, let us take notice of our folly in being wrach-| 
— .. 

| This was not the courſe that naturall diſcretion, much leſſe rhar | 
Chriſtian Religion would preſcribe to a wronged man : this ſhews | 
him to be as proud and bicter, that ſuffers, as they char offer the 
wrong. S. Peter ſaith ye ſhould nos render reviling for reviling if we mult 
not raile on him that abuſeth us in words,neither then on them that | 
abuſe us in ations, Now then learn meekeneſle of 7oſeph, learne ro 
frame your rongues to this kinde of humble ſpeech, when you be 


wronged. 
png you may ſay,that Joſeph did this becauſe he durſt doe no 
Ee 


otherwi 

I anſwer, if he feared his Brethren, arc not you to fcare God ? 
if hee durſt nor ſpeake wrathfully ro them, that hee mighe| 
| nor the more provoke and move them , $should not you take | 
heed of provoking Go Þ with the licentious uſe of your cvill 


congue ? 


Fourthly, when Joſephs Brethren uſed him exceeding injuriouſly | 


her faire words. Solomen hath told us, that genele words pacipe wrath : | 


| 


| 
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Bur ſecond}y I anfwer that it is very probable , /oſeph d1d nor this 
out of bare feare, tor then when he ſaw that the matter grew deſpe-| 
| rate, and hee could not prevaile by intreaty , he would have fallen to | 
| birrerneſſe at laſt ; wherefore foNMow his mildnefſe, beſcech when | 
you are wronged, bur doe not rayle and revile. This is all I have 
noted of Joſephs private life in his Fathers houſe, tow we will follow | +. i; good 
him into Egypt, and ſee how he carryed himſelfe there, 1. ia pri- | carryaye in 
vare in the houſe. 1. of Putipher 2. in priſon, 2+ more publikely. 19. 5870266 
ſephs carriage in Putiphars houſe deſerveth praiſe , 1. becauſe ke was a be t. He was * 
diligent and faichfull ſervant unto him, /oſepb had becne bred up ren- | * mo ale 
derly as the free ſonne of a noble and great man Z7acob, of a fodaine | ir rt 
God by his providence made him a bondman, he frames himſelfe ro | bim. 


ſuch durifulnefſe and fidelity, that he wines his Maſter, and break 
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greater favour with him then any other ſervant, as you may reade 
=_ 39.44 7, For had nothe beene fairhfull and painefull, God 
bad nor beene with him nor proſpered him as he did, 
Ler me commend his example to you that be ſervants to imitate 
{it, laboar youro 1c good ſervants, faichfull, diligent in your Ma- 
! ſters buſineſle and reſpetive rowards their perſons , that fo God 
' may be with you too, and proſper you , and youalſo may draw the 
\ loves and good wils of yoor Maſters. Your ſervice is not bond ſervice, 
| = on ſervice, at the worſt it is but a ſervice of eight or nine yearcs | 
ikely. 
Sce the commandement of Gol lying upon you as much as it did | 
upon /oſeph , and dos that which yon ſee in him is poſſible ro 
doe; this is the way to make your ſervice moſt eafic and comforra- | 
ble to your ſelves,and moſt acceptable and pleaſing to God : you are 
ſervants now, you may be Maſters or Goyernours hereafter, ſo] | 
frane your (elves in the funRioa of ſervants, that God may blefle 
you with 2024 ſervants, Carry your ſelves towards your Maſters, as 
you would wilh your ſervants to carry themſelves ro you, and for 
[the moſt part, you ſhall fiad that in this as well as in other things 
the Lord will returne a mans one meaſure into his owne bo | 
(one. Theliving God markes the carriage of ſervants, accepts | 
 cheir diligence and fidelicy,and rewards it, and it 18 as evident a note 
of true piety , to be a good ſervant, as a good King ora good Mini- 
ter, and that will make you good ſervants, if .you know that in ſo | 
doing you ſhall be a:cepted by God, and have your wages from 
him, it your Goyernours ſhould be froward. And to remember 
| that Saint Peterrequireth you, to ſhew your ſelves true Chriſtians, 
| by being good ſervants, evento unquietand crooked Maſters. But | re, 2. 
ifany of you have (hewed your ſelves froward ſervants, fullen, dog- 
ped, floathfull ,idle, falſe, untruſty, at beſt but eye-ſervants thar 
caied no further to doe your duty, then you conceived your Maſters 
| ſhould know of your carriage, otherwiſe not caring how you leite- 
red out the time, how waſtfull you were, and adding to theſe faulrs 
alſo au(wering againe, and frowardneſſe and falſchood, denying 
Aza 4 you. 3 
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| eas a - nana RS , 
| | your faults, O be bumbtcd in (ſeeing your ſclves ſountike to Joſeph, 
| you would be accounted good Ghriftians as hewas a good fnatn 
| lacob, and be ſorrowfull you have not approved your fclves ſuch as 
| be did approve himſelfe,  VWhen we ſce the godlinefle of thoſe | 
| whom the Scriptures commend unto us , we wult take notice Of our 
F-+ own naughtineſſe with remorſe and forro;v, and runge ro God to par- 
donand reformeit, God that made Joſep a good fervaritcan make 
thee lo tos, ſeckeunto him for his Spirit to make tace humble and 
| 2, He thewed x k h 

conſcionable. Secondly, in his Maſters houfe this godly man ſhew- | 


| of God, | ed the true feare of God, in that he torbare ro commit a fwae 
ny 33e to which he was ſo vehervently ſolicited, ſaying to his Milſtreffe, 
Hon ſhall I doe thus great evill, and ſinne againjt God, Gen. 39, 9. Wee 
mult a!l labour to plant an awful] apprehenſion of Gods greatrefle, | 
jultice, and preſence in our minds, tht wee may not dare to finne 
againſt him, this is the vertue ſo much commended in the Scrip- 
tures, ſooften required , and that hath fo many promiſes made'unto 
it! This is chat vertue which muſt prove oor knowledge of God and 


know it is offenfive robim, and will provoke him againſt us : This 
| vertnewill bold the beart from ſecret fine, and ſuch ro which wee 
; are much foliciced & perhaps alſo much inclined. He that haththis 
Trace 15.mounded and armed againſt the (tronzelt remprations of 

Efk 23.6. Satan and of evill men. No mancan doe bimſelfe a better turne then 
to abound in it ,the Prophet calls !t our rreaſure, He that bath gotren 
it inany good quanrity , bath gotten the richeſt treaſure in the world, | 
>. 1» | andthat which will doe him more g599 then all gold and filver, 
pe | Salomoncalleth ir the beginning o: head, or chicfe part, or firlt truirs 
__ | of wiſdome. It isa grace which maketh knowledge uſefull, which 

elſe will end or rather vaniſh in meere diſcourſe and twattle. Ir 1s a 
grace that cannot be found, bur in a heart choronghly fanCtified : 

| | he that bath it is ſurero find favour with God , and tn walke holi!y 
with God. Noman can ſufficiently ſer forth the excellency of this 
grace» It is that by which we muſt worke our our ſalvation, 

without which wee cannot hold out in the way*ofpiety , it 
| muſt helpe us againſt falſe fearesand falſe hopes, againſt pleaſure, 
againſt profit, againſt credite, againſt diſcredite, againſt a!l the { 
wayes that Satan hath rodraw us to finne, It will make you for: 
beare ſecret finnes, and ſuch as fleſh hath much to ſay, why it muſt 
needs commit : 4 /arge meaſure of feare will make you torveare ſuch 
ſinnes, and if there be any there, it will make you careful} of riſing 
out of them by ſpeedy repentance. But you that are bo'd to f1nne 
in ſecrer , and carcleſſeto repent of ahe ſinnes that you can keepe | 
ſecret, flatter not your ſelves with a falſe imagination, that you 
G<#,39- 5. | have the fearc of God before your eyes. 


— 
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| RUNS) and Thirdly, rotby man had a thankefu!l and loving reſpect un- 
| ring Mes | tohis Maſter, for ſaith he, my Maſter hath thus and tbus honourcd & | 
| Bet: truſted me,and ſhall I fo r&quite his loveas to defile his wife? you ſee 


that | 
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this for me, and (hall I fo requite 2m > bluſh tor thame ro thinke 
thac thou balt incurred the odious name of an ingratefull man, 


| memories ſerve you for good purpoſes , Corruption will ſoone recall 


and the continuance of her cvill ſuit, and ber earneſtneſle in it, 


you, chaſtity 1s a ſweet agd excellent verrue. 


 mixe ones felte with any perſon not allowed by God,according to 


m—_—ﬀt 


Gr, ] O SE ÞP Ho Crap 39, SC. | 
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t har every man ought to take great beed of wronging that perſon i | 


any ching from whom he hath received much kindneſſc in ay re- | 


ſpe. | 

| The good that another hath dove us ithould offer it ſelfe unto OUT | 
minds to make us ſtedtaſt in forbearing to doe any thing that may | 
wrong him, as we ſhould abſtaine from injurying a benefa&our 1n 
his wife or goods, or name, or in lis children, or in bis body, or in 
any other reipe&. Conſider if you have beene thus thankefull or nor, 


and he that 15 proved by the verdict ot his owne ſoule to bz ungrate- 
full, (having not remembred good turnes received, ro make him 
temper himſclfe from injuries) let him know , that this Nall be a 
great aggravation of his faulr, that what ſhould have prevayled to 
wichdraw a man from {inne, and hath not , ſhall certainely prevaile 
co make his puniſhment che more grievous; 

Haſt thou wronged any one 1n his good name, wite, &c. Concer- 
ning whom it ingratitude and Jove of finne had not polluted and cor 
rupted thy memory, thou mighte(t have ſaid, he hath done this and 


—  —_ — 


aterme of as much reproach as any can be. 

And now tread in /oſephs ſteps this way, ſhew that you doe account 
your ſelves indebred for favours and curtelies, by having them ready 
in your minds,as adiſſwaſive from any manner of injuriouſneſſe, to 
them in whoſe debt you ſtand for ſuch and ſuch curteſies, Let your 


injuries to hinder from gratifying another, let us as ſoohe recall 
kindneſſes to hinder from burting. 

But fourthly, This Joſeph thewes forth that excellent vertue of 
chaſtity, and that inan high degree, for being a young man, and ear- 
neſtly and oftea, yea almoſt continually importuned by his Mi- 
ſtreſſe ro commit adultery with her, he continues to repel] her 
remptations with a peremptory denyall, and ſhuns her company 
by all the wayes be can,& when ſhe caught him at ſuch an advantage 
once, that having him alone the durſt lay bands upon him, and offer 
as much violence as that ſexe could offer in that cale , he leaves his 
garment with her and runnes out, ſo farre is he from yeelding ; a 
truer and nobler patterne Of continency, how can we thinke of £ If 
we conſider his age and his je.ſon and che perſon of the ſolicitreſſe, 


how great a patterne is he of conſtant and invincible purity 2 Bur the 
words that can be beſtowed in commending him will all fall ſhore 
of his worthinefſe, I ſhall endeavour to commend this grace unto 


The keeping of the Bo&y pure and undefiled, and forbearing to 


his Ordinance, eſpecially when ſtrong cemptations are offered to 


inflame lididinous fancies, deferverth great praiie , tor it thewes 


_— 


4 He was 
very chaſte, 


Chaſticy is an 


exccllent yer: 
rue, 
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I. 
Helps againft 
Fornication. 


| lity, 


| nefſe and fornication, he ſaith, it is 1njurious to Chriſt, tothe holy- 


| 


| any with whom ſuch a finne may be commurted,, but upon juſt 


 prehenfion of the grievouſneſſe of a fault, is a great preſervative 


a — 


(itn. The Example of Cunap, 39, &Cc.| 
char the hea It 1s full y reſolved not to doe evill. Indeed if therroc en- 
rerraining of ſuch motions ariſe from inability of body and unfit- 
nefle ro ſatisfie them, this cannot be called caſtity, but debi- 


Wee muſt conſider how much the Apoſtle diſgraceth unclean- 


Ghoſt, toa mans owne body, to Chrilt , if he be aprofefſour of 
Chriſtianity that doth ir, for 1t rakes one that is joyned ro him, 
and to-his myſticall body, asa memberthereof., and makes it the 
member of an harlor, which is a great indignity to the holy-Ghoſt, 
for it takes a Temple dedicated to him, ſuch is the body and ſoule 
of every Chriſtian, and makes it a hog-ſty, to lodge filthy Juſts 
in; to a mans Owne body, for hetbat doth ir, fines againſt his 
owne body , in making that the very inſtrument of committing 
that foule ſinne. | 

Now as much as may be ſaid in the reproach of the finge, 
much on the contrary may be ſaid in prayſe of continency , by ira 
man keeps Chr'ſts meinbers,and the boly-Gboſts Temples, and his 
owne body , free from fo great baſeneſſe, of being made ſubject 
to an batlot. 

The way is, firſt to plant in ohes owne heart a reverend feare of 
Gods all-ſceing cye, yea tO pray much to,God, to beſtow a good 
meaſure of this grace upon him. 

The ſecond 1s , tocount the fin a great wickedneſſe , for ſo hee 
ſaith, this great wickednefe, The holding faſt in ones mind an ap- 


YE — 


2gainſt 1t.; but if one once yeeld to fancy, that it is no great matter, 
chenwill it prove no great matter tO draw us tO it. 

And indeed this finne of Adultery muſt needs be a great wic- 
kedneſſe, becauſe it finnes againſt a cleare light, and is contrary 
to a ſolemne vow and Covenant made betwixt the marryed, 

3. Amanmuſt often ponder on the threats of God madeagainſt 
this finre, and prefſe them upon his owne ſonte, and pray to God, 
ro make him beleeve and feare. 

Fourthly, he muſt prevent the occafions and fly from them, even 
that occaſion of being preſent , eſpecially in ſolitary places, and 
alone with thoſe, ro whom bis heart is inclined , or indeed , with 


grounds and cauſes. 

And laſtly, a man muſt nor truſt upon his owne ftrengrh;, bur 
conſtantly ſupplicate to God keep downe his inordinate paſſions, or 
elſe he ſhall find chem too unruly for him. 

Labour you that be young , and you that be elder, and all, ro at- 
taine this power Over ill defires, God that wrought it in Joſeph, can 
worke it inany Other as well, you (hall doe well ro produce —_— 
Example unto God, and beſceech him to ſhew his Spirit and bis 
feare in you, as hedid inhims« 


Why | 


— 
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| Gizw, } VR 7:W. He CHap 39, &Cc. 


Why are godly mens worthy deedes ſer up before our eyes in 
Scriptures, but that we may ſtrive a1d pray, an:i hope to be made 
like unto them > But as all muſt bee exhorted roper Chaſtity, o 
chiefly rhoſe which have beene overtaken already with the con- 
erary crime of Adulreryor fornicacion, or both, Ir is more ealie 
bay forbeard a ſinnethe firſt rime, then rhe (ſecond, the ſecond then 
che chird, and ſo forth; ualeſſe greatcare beuled, ro ger the heart 
chroughly healed. 
| If Joſeph had lived in Fornication with any other, he could ne- 
ver havereſiſted his miſtrefles inticements. They chat have yeel 
ded to this ſinne ſhall more hardly ſave themſelves from it , then 
thoſe that have never yeelded: bat if a man doe frequencly and 
| anfainedly repent of this, as well as of other fianes, ir will bee 
made ſo loathſome to him, thar by Gods aſhſtance he (hall prevaile 
againſtir, yea even though it be his darling corruption. 

I goe on to ſhew how Joſeph behaved himſelfe in che houſe of 
his Priſon and that ro his Maſter there. che Jaylor, and alſo to the 
Kings Officers that were commirred thither. 

Firſt, he fell to his old trade of diligence and faichfulneſſe, car- 
rying himſelfe in (o vertuous a manner, that che Jaylor did affet 
him, and liked him more and more, till ar laſt he inrruſted him 
witch all che charge of the pricon. This wasa great truſt, for you 
know whar exrreame danger a Jaylor, chiefely of ſuch priſoners, 
doth put himſelte in, if his priſoners eſcape: there againe there- 
fore let all iaferiours be perſwaded ro ſeeke ro winne their $ 
riours, by good and yertuous cartiage, eſpecially meekeneſle, 
ſubmiſiveneſle, painefulneſſe and rruſtineſſe, This will worke a 
man into favour, even with an hard maſter, bur I- ſpake of that 
maxtera ſicrle before, I will ſhew yon his carriage to the priſoners, 
tro whom hewasan Attendant, it is commendable in theſe three 
rſpedts. | 
| Firſt heſhew'd himſelfe deſirous to comfort them, when they 
were {ad and dejeced, askingthem why they were ſad : had hee 
not bin of a kinde and render diſpoſition, he world not have hee- 
ded how a perſon, ro whom himſelfe had no morerclation, had fa 
red , whether ſorrow'ully,or merrily ; bnt ſo kiade was hee, that 
| hee ſeekes ro comfort them, by asking them the cauſe of their ſad- 
nefſe, and ſeekingroremove it. We (ſhould all learne to prattice 
this courteonſnefſe roall men, chiefly ro ſach as are in affliction 
otherwiſe,even helpe to raiſe up their hearts with good words, and 
ſo much as we can. to become inſtruments of cheering them, as you 
ſee Joſeph intreating roknow their Dreames, aaddi'igentro inter- 

prerche {ame. Iris anexceilent vertue to be ready to' comfort the 
afflicted, and to revive the ſpirirs of them that bee caſt downe, ſo 
farre a8 we be ab e, bur a churliſh, careleſſe temper, whereby aman 
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| 


much pride and ſtupidity of ſpirit, and muſtbe abhorred. 
Apaine, 


cares not whether men cry or laugh,be merry or ſad, is a proofe of 
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 Agaive, youſee him fairhfull in interpreting their dreames, got 
| ſecking ro flatter the Baker in regard of the likenes of the dreames, 
You muſt learne to deale truely with men, telling them as the 
thing 15, not fallifying your words to pleaſe them, and to prevent 
their ſorrowes. 

Moſt ofall, mnſt men deale truly in interpreting and applyin 
Gods Word, and you muſt learne to be fo wiſe, as to accept ſuch 
true and plaine dealing. 

Laſtly, Joſeph was ſo wiſe, and ſo prudently carefull of redce- 
ming himfelfe out of priſon, that he would not let {lip che oppor: 
euniry of ſpeaking to the Butler to remember him, Ir is very law- 
full for any man to uſe good meanes of getting out of acroſſe, and 
ro take all ſuch advantages as God ſhall afford, of ſuing and ſuppli- 
cating unto ſuch as may be belpefull ro bim in that bebalfe, as 7o. 
ſeph doth , bur ſtill wee muſt take beed that we be not overapt to 
accuſe and diſgrace others, whileſt wee ſceke togaine friends to 
our ſelves: T7oſepb ſpake nothing ſharply againſt his brethren, no 
nor yet againſt his Miſtreſſe , the more ro prevaile in bis requeſt to 
che Butler, that might ſpecd him. | 

Hitherto of Joſephs private life, now of his more publike carriage: 
I, To ſtrangers. 2+ Towards his owne kindred and Fathers houſe, 

Firſt, towards the Egyptians, both to Pharaeh, and rhin ro theTom*» 
munalty of Egypt. Firſt, in his carryage to Pharaoh, i.Before his pre+: 
ferment, & then afrer. Before his prefcrment, r.be deales plainely 8& 


firhfully with him(as beforc) in interpreting his wwo dreams Aﬀer | 


he had ſhaved himſelfe. & changed bis garments he came in ſpeedily 
tothe King, and told him the meaning of his dreams, fully ſhewing 
what was Prcified by the ſeven fatte and leane Kine, and what by the 
ſeven full and leane Eares of corne, and then what by the ſeven leane 
Kine and leane Earcs, which devoured the fat ones , viz, By the 
former, ſeven moſt plencitull yeares, in which the earth (houJd 
bring forth corne and all fruits in great abundance, and by the latter, ' 
ſeven moſt ſcant and penurious yeares of great famine in which thc 
ea'th ſhould yeeld none increaſe at all, fo that the plenty ſhould 
be utterly forgotten, and the Land ſhould be conſumed with ſcar- 
city, and the doubling'of rthedreame, he ſaith, did (hew thar the 
thing was certaine to be accompliſhed yithour all faile, and alſo 
the ſpeedineſſe ofthe thing whichſhould begin preſently to be ac: 
compliſhed: 
| Thus 7oſeph tells the things to come withall plaineneſle, and moſt 
fully : Dreames were one Gods ordinances, by which hee did in 
thoſe times reveale thoſe things to men, which he intended they 
ſhould know , and the interpreter of Dreames was to ſhew the true 
meaning of God , plainely without adding or diminiſhing , and 
without any doubting or ambygui:y. Hence allthoſe towhom the 
interpretation of Gods will revealed unto men hall be committed, 


— 
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muft lcarne to deale plainely , fully, and truly: They muſt "_ 
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| all evidence and perſpicuity ſhew the things which God hath told 
them, and muſt nor not hide or alter any thing at all; whar God 


— 


1declareth, they muſt declare , making manifeſt alſo the certainty | 


and ſpeedinefſe of the things, both that they ſhall ſurely come ro. 


paſſe and preſenely, in the due time appointed. 


| 


Oh tcharthe Lord would thruſt our into his Church able, faith- | 


{full and painfull men, that might ſearch diJigently inro the mea-. 


' ning of his Oracles, and fully declare his will unto his people, 


| carefully ſtirring them ro believe the chings, and to expet them , 


and makeuſe of chem: now you ſee his fairhfulneſſe, 

Secondly, marke his wiſedome and prudence, joyned wi:h love 
and good will, for he perf ades Pharoahro appoint fir perions to 
| garher up the abundance of the plenrifull yeares, and keepe the 
(ame in ſtore againſt the penurious and (cant yeares, that ſo he may 
prevent the miſery, which elſe would have fallen on the land, So 
thoſe thatare to interpret Gods Word to his people , muſt adde 
counlell, advice, per{waſions, and exhortations to provide rhum 


danger to come, and tomake uſe of all thoſe good helpes , which 
God ſhall affoord them for that purpoſe. | 

| We have now plentiſull rimes of ſpirituall proviſion, by which 
wee may get knowledge how to prevent the danger of erernall 
death : who can tel] what ſcant and thinne times may come here- 
after, in- which we may feele a ſore famine ot the Word, and not 
be able toger inſtruction and exhortation, which now wee have in 


abundance? 


plenty, that our ſoules may not periſh for want of true knowledge: 
& then when the means of knowledg ſhall be diminiſhed, make uſe 
of Gods goodneſle,thar you periſh nor tor want of true knowledz : 
Yea the Lordin his Word hath plainely: revealed his minde con- 
cerning the damnation of impenitent ftoners, and ſalvation of the 

enitent. O now Jabour to get repentancein theſe happy ſeaſons 
of Repentance, wherein God offers prace unto you, and pur nor 
off theſe great workes till afrer uncerraine times, when no more 


tunity of getting grace, as Pharavh did of getting Corne. Now it 
15 the day time, now the light ſhineth, now the Lord continuerhto 
ſtretch our his hand, oh turne to him, feed of the Word of life, 
heare the Word, reade it, and ponder upon it, obey it, and turne 
to God, and believe, and obey, whilſtit is called ro day, that you 
may nor hereafter labourin vaine, about ſo neceflary a bulineſſe. 
Thirdly, you ſhall ſeein Joſephs carriage great humility, lowli- 
nefſe of heart, hee brags not of him(elte and his owne $kill and 


interpreting of Dreames was given unto him from Go D, bur 
Bbb 
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to make gcoduſe of their knowledge, cven to provide againſt the | 


Let us ſtore cur heare with knowledge, now in theſe times of 


meanes of repentance ſhall be granted, then the Zzyprians had of 
getting corn, inthe ſeven yeeres of deadly famine; uſe the oppor- 
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ability, hee doth nor life up himſelfe, becaule this rare gift of 
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| terprert the dreames of Nebuchadnezzar, for ke ſaith expreſſely, as 


(JEN. 


faith, it ienot in me, God ſhall give Pharaoh zn anſwer of peace. 
Wee ſee the ſame humility in Dame!, when he did likewiſe in- 


The Example of Can, 39, &c.| 
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for mee, this ſecret is not revealed unto me for any wiſedome that I have 
more then any living. Loe he depreflech himſelfe, and gives the glo- 
ry to God, wee muſt learne ro beſtow Gods gifts humbly , not 
vaine-gloriouſly, and with oftencarion , ſerting up our ſelves, bur 
humbly acknowledging our owne meanenefſe, muſt give God the 
honour, and labour our felves ro be made inſtraments of good to 
men, by thoſe indowments, wherewith the Lord ſhall enrich 
us. | 
Humility adorneth and beautifieth all graces, it is this Vertue 
that addeth luſtre to all graces, and commendeth him in whom ir 
is, more then all his abilities beſides : but vaine glory and often- 
tation, and f(elfe conceirtedneſſe, and vaunting ones ſelfe, and be- 
ing puffed up, doth as it were —_— and (ullie, and defiſe and dawb 
all gifts, and maketh him, in whom they worke this effeR, as loath- 
ſome and contemptible, as if he wanted all of chem, learne not to 
exalr your ſelves, that God may exalt you. 

Another thing to be noted in Joſeph , hee ſhew'd all reverence 
and due reſpet to rhe King, as Danielalſo did , giving him durifull 
words, and carrying himſelfe ſubmiſhvely : ſo muſt we doe when- 
ſoever we approach before Rulers and Kings, our words and ge- 
ſtures muſt bee decent and reſpeQtive, nod to expreſle an ho- 
nourable efteeme of them, becauſe of the Image of Gods Majeſty 
and greatnefſe, which (hineth in them. Joſeph would nor come be- 
fore Pharaoh, in the ſordid garments of his priſon houſe , nor with 
the haire of the dungeon, bur polleth himſelfe,and getterh on ber- 
 rer attire, and ſets himſelfe in all his carriage ro honour the King, 
ſaying, God hath ſhewed Pharaoh, what he is about to doe, and God mill 
anſwer for Pharaohs peace.” Ohthat we could learne mannerly , and 
dutifull, and reſpeQive carriage towards Princes and Snperiours , 
even for conſcience ſake to God. 

How frequently doth the Scripture mention the good carriage 
of godly men to Kings, they bowed to them with their faces to | 
the ground, they worſhipped them, they gave them fit ricles, and 
did nor thinke it much to ſtoope lowe unto them, as we ſoc in the 
ſtories of Scripture. 

Woe unto them therefore that deſpiſe governemene, ſpeake 
evill of dignities, and ſlight thoſe whom God hath advanced, no | 
ching but fooliſh pride, and a want, as it were, of ſeeing Gods face, 
in theſe his Vice-gerents, hath emboldned them to contempruous 
words, and carriages : Yea, you muſt know, thatnor alone ro Mo- 
narchs, Potentates, and great Commanders in the World, this 
reverend carriage is due, bur to all Governours in their ſeverall, 
though farre lower places, ſecing all the placesare of God, and 
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not only the higheſt powers. 
There- 
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Therefore to inferiour Magiſtrates, to husbands, Fathers, Maſters, | 
doth the Scripture call for Reverence, and-wholcever is bold to. 
deſpiſe inferiour Governours, doth not for any Conſcience appear 
reverend to the higher powers, but alone our of carnall feare and 
| ſiniſter reſpets. Ah, repent of your irrevereac, diſdainefull, aud 
intemperate behaviour towards Governours, and now learne to dc 
| clare your fear of the great Ruler of all chings, by ſhewing fear to- 
| wards all thoſc for his ſake, whom hee hafh binae pleaſed to ſer © 
| Ver you. ; 4 | 
|  Anocher pointof faichfulnefſe, reſpeR and loyalty, Joſeph alſo 
| ſhewd to Pharaoh King of Agypr , atter his advancement, hee did 
{not ſend for his Brethren, nor place them without the licenſe of 
the King,nor would take his journey after to bury his Father. ril he | 
| had attained the Kings good leave.So muſt al Princes, high Officers, 
and Nobles under a King, ſhew chem(ſelves fo loyall and reſipe- 
.* ive to the King, as to do no matter of weighr, bur by his licenſe 


| and direction, ncirher muſt rhey advance their friends and kindred, | 


| 


; nor ſhew reſpect unto them otherwiſe, then with due ſubordinari- 
onend ſubjection ro the Kings authority and will. Kings muſt bee 
| honoured, reſpeted, obeyed; andall faithfulneſſe muſt be ſhewed 
rowards them , the lafery of a Kingdome is upheld by the reſpet 
declared unto him, whom God hath made head of ir. 

Ler all that would ſhew themſclves to feare God, be carefull to 
follow. Joſeph in thus honoucing the Royall Majeſty, we muſt no | 
| Wrong them, nor ſlight chem, nor preſume too much on them, nor 

advance thoſe we like, with injury to them, n 

Joſephs carriage after his prefermear, in other reſpe&s was coth- 
| mendable ; Pharaoh ſeeing his great wiſedome,, is ſo raken with it, 
chat he makes him the chiefe ruler over the Land of Xgypr, and 
giving him his ring from his owne hand, makes him the chiefe ru- 
ler underhim, as you would ſay,the Lord Chancelor of the King- 
dome of Xpgypr. | 

Now in this great office, he carrieth and behaveth himſelfe moſt 
tairtfully, diligently, arid diſcreetly,for he goeth out from the pre- 
ſence of Pharaoh, and goes throughout all the Land of Egypt, 
and gathers up all the food (meaning the overplus of food) of the 
ſeven plenrifull yeeres, and laid up the food of every City of the 


fheld, that was roand about it, till ir was paſt numbring;he himſelf 
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to prepare fitte ſtore houſes , and fit perſons, and Money, and 
all chings requiſite for ſo great a worke , and was a careful] 
Overſeer of rhe buſinefſe, that no failing or falſe hood mighr be 
found in any one, | 

Here I pray you to fulfill rhe Offices that are committed un- 
to you with all painefulneſle, care and diligence, refuſe no 1a- 
bour, bee weary of no paines, but alwayes give your ſelves ro. 
your buſinefles in your offices, let him that hath an offyce, wait 0n it, 
= | . Bbba Paul | 


ved himfclf in 
| his ofhce moſt 


crectly. 


didnot every thing, that were impoſhble, bur himſeife rooke care ano in 
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' muſt givean accountof his ſtewardſhip. and then, nor the great ho- 


for himſelfe, as well as a King for his Kingdome. The proverbe 


on 4 in Godly boording is no oppreſhon, bur good husbandry, hee | 


 ſurpluſage of Plenty, is a thing co be commended. 


Gen, The Example of Cuav, 39, &c, 


Paul ſpeakethir, eſpecially of eccleſiaſticall offices, ir is true alſo 
of civill : as Joſeph in this matcer did diſcharge the truſt repoſed 
in him, fo doe you in all places whereto you ſhall be called: it any 
man be prefer'dto any place of command in Church or common- 
weale, he is as much tryed to —_— che labour ot the workes of 
char place, as Joſeph was to this of colleQing corne : and he that in 
his place is careleſſe, negligent, or unfaichfull, finnes againſt God 
and his owne ſoule, andthe common-weale , therefore the Apo- 
{tle bids us, nor to be ſleathfull in buſmeſſe,We muſt nor ſuffer our ſelves | 
ro waxe weary of the paines, and be tyred with the workes of our 
callings, in ſuch places, bur by a conſcionable conſideration of 
Gods Providence, in ſetting us in ſuch places, wee muſt quicken our 
ſelves againſt all dulnefſe and weariſomneſſe. This ſhall be an honour 
roa man, before thoſe that are rruly wiſe and judicious, for not the 
poſſeſſing of a place of power, burthe due diſcharge of it js a credir 
unto MEN» 

The worſt and moſt unworchy man, may be lifred up on high, as 
was Haman, butitis a proofe of true vertue to doe the wotke of | 
che place, firly, as did Daniel when Cyrus advanced him to bee rhe 
third Ruler in theKingdome. This alſo ſhall comforr the hearc of 
a man , when that time commeth that hee muſt give an account to 
God, and his conſcience, ot his behaviour in hisplace : for you muſt 
confider brethren, that every man from the loweſt ro the higheſt 


_— 


nour chat he hath poſſeſſed, nor the great ſtate hee hath gotten, 
ſhall cheare up his ſoul; bur his fairbfull and conſcionable diſcharge 
of his duty. | 

Ser ad fole hs praQice therefore before youreves, and follow 
him, that God may honour youar the laſt day , as Joſeph is honou- 
red in the Book of God. But anorher thing is ro be learned hence, | 
even a point of prudence and good husbandry, that is, to lay upthe 
overplus of great abundance, agaiaſt a time of ſcarcity. This was 
wiſe counſell of Joſeph, and wiſely followed by Pharaoh, and by Jo- | 
ſeph execured. Iris not alone lawfull, bur needful and uſeful, whea | 
God doth ſend great ſtore of corne, or any like commodity , that 
may be fitly kepr in ſtore, then ro reſerve ſome pare of the plenty 
fora future rime, when perhaps there ſhal b2no ſuch plenty: wee 
muft not ſpend al the ſtore ot aplenteous yezere; ir is nor tor mee 
co counſeil Stares and Princes, bur it is fic chat every man bee wife 


is a wiſe and good proverbe, that faith, hens thing is cheape, lay it 


whom God hath furniſh'c with means ſhal doe well in doing ſo. To 
force a dearth by ingroſling,by making things dear, when they arc 
in one hand, whena ran inriches himſelf with the comon lofſe, this is 
aſinne, andan a& of coverouſnefle, bur ro provide, in laying up the 
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lone for their privar , bur alſo for the publike good, the piſmrre layes | 
up in ſummer, man ſhould bee wiſerthen a ully creeping thing : oh | 
| how fooliſh and naught be choſe, that when they ger much, ſpend 
| all, and re{erve nothing for harder times > You have ſome men 
can earne much in health, bur lay up nothing againſt tickneſſe, can 
get much in youth, but reſerve nothing forage. Mott jutt itis that 
they ſhould be pinched in a deare yeare, which Javiſhed and ſur- 
fertedin aplenritul. 4 
| Brethren, you muſt nor alwayes have ſuch veeres, as will bring 
| forth by handfuls, be wiſe therefore for y oureſtares. I wiſh you nor 
co be niggardly, and defraud your ſelves, bur to bee diſcreer ,-and 
lay up for your ſelves: if God fend no more then is needfull. ſpend 
{ it andrruſt his providence, if he ſend an overplus, ſo much I mean 
as w1ll ſerve for the preſent, and ſome ro ſpare, waſte nor all ar the 

preſenr, bur know that now he calierh co ftoring up, remember $a- | 
{omons Proverb, 1” the houſe of the wiſe treaſure and oile, but the foole 
conſumeth 1t up. Be not fooles, bur in plenty remember dearch, as in 
dearth you wiſh for plenty, you know that by well husbanding of 
plenty, a wiſe man ſhould rake ſuchan order, tharhe may feele no 
dearth. The love of riches is a banefull thing, bur che wel-husband- 
ing of abundance, is not alwayes a fruit of Joving riches, but of a 
wiſe fore-ſight. And ſo much for one part of Jolephs care,diligence 
and fidelity in gathering corne. LE | 

| Now heis in like manner faithfull in bringing oure the corne in 
due time: for when all che corne of private men was ſpent, and 
that «gp! allo began to be aftamiſhed, Grx 41. 55.andrthe people 
cryedunto Pharoah, and heſenc rhem ro Joſeph, it is noted that Jo« | 
ſeph opened the ſtore-houſes, and ſold unro the Zgyprians : one 
 wonld have conceived, that the Zpyptians having heard of Pha- 
res dreames, the interpretations, as ſuch a rare thing muſt needes 
flye throughout all che Kingdome ſpeedily , as having occaſioned 
the ſtrange preterment of Joſeph, a priſoner, and an Hebrew, which 
could not but fill rhe mouthes of people with diſcourſe, ſhould 
each man have provided of his owne abundance to ſerve their turn 
in hard times , tor they were informed both how long, and how 
ſtrange the plenty would be, and how hard, andof whar continu- 
ance che dearch : butir is apparant that moſt of them were ſo foo- 
lifh, that rhey did nor ſo, therefore now the publike ſtore-houſes 
muſt ſupply chem, orclſe they muſt dye. 

See in them the faulr of improvident !carelefſeneſſe, whereof 
we ſpake before : bur nore Joſephs fairhfulnefſe ; hee doth open 
che ſtore-houſes, now thatpinching want began to bitethem, and 
ſels rhem Corne. Ir is fit chat men in dearth , ſhould bring our 
and ſell Corne, it they have it, andnot to ſuffer their neighbours 
ro ſtarve for want of that, which chemſelves have in their pol: ), 
ſeſhon. 
| BUD 9 Wee 
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We mult nor lovegaine more then the lives of men, yee (ee that 
Joſeph ſold co ſtrangers too, and nor alone ro Mgyprtians, fo thar 
cur Charity in this cafe maſt exercile ic ſelfe, as abiliry will ſerve, 
co112n of other Nations, as well as our owne countrev men. The 
Natives muſt not murrer , becauſe forreiners are helped with ſome 
of che abundance of theirowne countries : ſee here Joſephs chari- | 
tablenefſe, to put you on the like good diſpoſition , when time 
{hall call for ir, and if you have ſtore of corne,bring it forth, 7 he 
people ſhall curſe him, ſaith Solomon, that hoordeth wp corn, bus they ſhall 
blefie himwhich doth Sellir, To that purpoſe his Proverbe is, doe nor 
bring a curſe upon your ſelves, bur a bleihng, for when God (tich, 
they will curſeor bleſſe, his meaning is, nor only thar the p-onle 
ſhall doe thus, bur that rhe thing, ſhall fall our accordingly, thy 
ſhall ſo curſe and blefſe, that neirher ſhall! be in vaine, 
| Againe, itis nored, that Joſeph by his meanes got all the money 
inthe Land ; you may lee here thar it is lawfull ro make a gaine of 
ones providence, and by deare felling of what he boughr in plen- 
| cifull rimes, toenrich himſeite much, fo did Jofeph ; Ithinke his ex- 
| ample is a due warrant ; indeed care is to be taken, that oppreſſion 
be avoided, and then ir is |awfal to make ones (e fe a vain-r, nor 
| by other mens loſſes, bur by his owne providence,for by this meanes 
{ Joſeph did gaine allo che Jand, and perſons for the King : iris nor 
| contrary to equity to ſell rhingsata great and dear rate, when there 
is great want of them, A thing muſt bee eſteemed worth fo much, 
| and may bee ſold for ſo much as the preſent dearth doth make ir 
{ worth, andin ſuch caſe he doth nor wrong, that cakes the preſent 
| time; onely note, that Jour did not oppreſſe the poore,bur they 
| had of him as well as the rich, the one gave all, andthe other could 
give but all, and both had neceſlarics, ſoſhould ic be done in hard 
times by publike charity. The poore mult be provided for, as well 
asthe rich ; bur noce alſo Joſephs fairhfulneſſe , no doubt himſelfe 
! was not Wanting to his owne inriching , how elſe coald hee have 
maintained his Fathers houſhold with neceſlaries? bur he conren- 
red himſelf ro rake what was allowed him, 2nd brought che money 
to Pharaohs houſe , nor to his owne, and made the Cartle and land 
ſure to Pha: aoh, nor to himſelf : Oh thar all Officers would learn ro 
| enrich the King above themſe'ves, and themſelves bur in ſuch apro- 
portionas is fit under the King, bur in our times ir hath bin nored, 
thar often the Officers riſe, and the King is indebred, would we had 
Joſephs under his Majeſty, and then hee could not want for 
money. 

And laſt of all, nore his Juſtice as well as his wiſe dealing, for 
to aſſure the land to the King, hee removes and tranſlates rhe 
inhabitants, ſo that wiſe care may lawfully bee uſed, ro allure 
a mans title to that which is his owne, and then hee makes this | 
order, that Pharaoh ſhall have a fift part of the encreale, and tey 
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Hee lets the land out unto them againe at a reaſonable rate, 
whereby themſelves might live comfortably of it, and this 1s the 
duty of all Land-lords rhat have ſuch things to fer, ehey ought 
not tOraiſe rents to ſo high arate, that the people (hall royle their 
hearts cut and get nothing, but remember that themſelves be Gods 
Tenants, who hath commanded all men io doc as they would ie 
doneto, and that e ſhould not ſeeke every man hu owne things onely , 
but the things that are anothers , they muſt as well looke, that the 
people bave to live of chearefully , as that themlelves be made rich. 
Burt how unconſcionable men be now adayes gin ordering themſelves 
tothole that muſt live upon them , wherber by raking lands from 
them, or being ſer a work by them, it 15 evident , for which God 
w']l one day reckon with them ſeverely, 

I beſeech you l:arneof 7oſeph a better iefſon, and let thoſe which are 
under you hve well by your lands or payments,as your {elves gaineby 
their labours, He doth nor love God thar doth not love man,and he 
doth not love man, that intheſe kind of bargainings and dealings, 
hach cor reſpe& to anothers, well living, as to his owne inricl;ing. 
{ Wealth gorren by grinding the poore,(hallnever prove good meale, 
God will mixe it wi: h-gravell to them that eate it. He that eates and 
drinkes the blood of men, as rhey doe that arc hard exaQors in this 
kind, ſucking ſuch as areunder them to great penury and unreaſo- 
{| cable hardveſſe, ſhall one day find, that God accounts of ſuch, 
{ none otherwiſe then of ravenous beaſts, that live by tearing and 
| devouring fleſh. Let not this admontion taken from 7oſephs exam- 
ple be {our ded in your eares to no purpoſe, bur be you charitable 


was. And ſo much of 1oſephs carryage to ſtrangers. 

Now fee how he behaved himlelte to tis owne kindred : 1, His 
bretbren, and that before he made himſelfe knowne to them, and 
after. Before he carried himſelfe ſtrangely with a kind of admixture 
i of anger and love, that they might be driven to wonder, and fo 
be drawne torepenrance. His barih dealings are theſe. 1. He rakes 
chem for ſpics, and will not intertaine bertcr thoughts of them, 
though they gave him a ſatisfying reaſon , VIZ, that they were the 
ſornes of one man , and it was never heard of, that one man would 
venture tenne {onnes at once upon ſuch a dangerous bulineſſe , as 
that of going to ſpy out a nation, yet becauſe they ſaid they were 
twelve brethren, and one was not, and the youngeſt was with their 
1 Father , hee continued ro __ this crime upon them, making 

exceptions againſt them, as it they had contradicted themlelves 
in their fpeech, ; | 
Secondly, he will be ſatisfied by nothing elſe, but by ſending 
one of them to fetch their younger brother, the reſt remaining 
priſoners till he came. Little did 7oſephrhinke how burdenſome a 
thing it would be with Jacob ro part with Benjamin, bur this hee 


doth alone to have occaſion of keeping them longer in hold, that 


and conſcionable in this caſe , as the pen of Aoſes noterh , that hee 
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| condirion, viz. That one of them ſhould remaine bound, and the 


OY 


weredoubrful) | Zing of them to be ſpies, when be knew they were nor, and his pic- | 


—___—__ﬀ 


LECTIN The Example of GCuav. 
they might have leaſure enough to repent, and therefore, | 

Thirdly , he kept them in priſon three dayes all trogerher. This | 
was harſhdealing at their firſt comming downe , yet here he ſhewes | 
ſome kindnefle betwixt, viz. in that on the third day hee calls 


chem forth , and takes pity of them , propounding to them an calic 


39. XC 


reſt ſhould returne witch corne for their families, and bring their 
younger brother thither : now he ſhewes love alſo in going away, | 
weeping , when he heard them ralking of their finne, and confeſſing 
that for that cauſe this crofle came on them ; Bur it was ſome matter 
of hardneſſe, that he rooke Simeon and bound him , becauſe he was 
che eldeſt next to Kuber, and was preſent when hewas fold, bur did 
not labour to ſave him from ſelling , as Reuben ſaved him from kil- 
ling, wherefore he forbare rotake and bind Reuben, Another act of | 
kindneſſe to them was, that hee commanded their ſackes to be 
filled with corne, and the mony allo ro be reſtored unto them, 
which he did of purpoſe to put them ina fit of wondring and amaze- 
ment, that ftillthey might be turchered in the worke ot repeatance, | 
which he perceived was begunne 1n them, 

Now at their ſecond comming up, bee ſhewes nothing ro 
them almoſt but kindneſſe, faving in one thing, whereby hee calts 
them ſcemingly into'a great danger, thar hee might thoroughly 
humble them', and try them before he revealed himſelfe unto 
chem. 

Fir(t,he invites them all ro dinner with him. 2. He entertainerh rheir 
FT: and ralketh lovingly with them of their Father, asking how 

e doth , and ſalutes Benjamin, towards whom bee was ſo affected, 
that he haſts to weepe,, being hardly able to forbeare, till he could 
ſtep into a corner todoe it there. Laſtly, hee carries himſ{elfe moſ | 
cheerefully with them at dinner , placing them in the order of their 
age, and ſending them meſles from his owne radle, and ſending. 
fye times as much to Benjamin as to any of them. All which hce 
ſeemeth to have done to have brought them to ſome knowledge of 
himſelfe, if it had beene poſſible. 

Another thing is by hiding his cup in Bezjamins ſacke , he cauſeth 

' them to be broughe backe againe as it were guilty of rheft, and 
then ſeemes ro be much diſpleaſed at ſuch ill dealing, and would 
hold Benjamin inprifon , till /wdehs Oration melted him , and rhen 
with much ſecrecy and great affe&tionateneſle he thewes himſelfe 
to them plainely, and weepes over them, and comforts their aſto- 
niſhed ſpirits. 

Now many particulars of 7oſephs carriage are fomwhar doubrtull & 
extraordinary, and we cannot tell what to ſay of them, viz, his char- 


_— 
"—_ OO ce I EE I OI 


) 


| king quarrels with their anſwer, and impriſoning them, and then cau- 
lng his cup tobe hid in oneof their ſacks,and ſobringing them into 


theguilt of theft cauſeleſſely. But allthis was done in ſeeming, only 
to 
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to bring them to thorough repentance for their fin, which when bee 
perceived by Jud.zs ſpeech andall their carriage, that it was cficctcd, 
then he thewes himſclte torhem ſpeedily. 

The thing we mult imitate is rÞis, to uſe all care of bringing 
thoſe that arencereto us, to repentance for their faults, by inter- 
£ ixing ſeatonable (harpnesand kindneſle, as /oſeph did ro his bic- 
thren, 

Againe, it may ſceme ro be lawtull by the.example of /9ſeph in way 
ofprobarion and tryall, tocounterfeir difcontenr, and to lay grievous 
things to the charge of men, and preſlc chem as it they were guilty, 
though one know the contrary : I ſtill fay, if it be done by way of 
tryall, ſo that at laſt ir be made maniteſt , that it was mcerely in 
trya'l, and that which would ſeeme alye, it it were affirmed exprefle- 


{ly and not with reference roſuch an end, being ſaid to ſuch an end 
| is noralye , becauſe ic is indeed notan aftrming, bur a ſeeming to 


affirme for a time. For in ſuch a caſe a mans words doe not differ 


| from his mind and meaning, but alone be conceales his meaning 


for a time. So Salomon ſeemed angry , and commanded to divide 
the child betwixt the two wrangling Þarlots that came before him, 


| our Saviour made as if he would have gone, further, when the Dif- 
| ciples bad him inwiththem at Exm7aw. Soit a Judge ſecing great 
| probability, and in a manner certainty of .the guilcineſſe of an 
| offendour , ſhall affirme ſomerhiog to, him, to draw a confeſſion 


from him, as for example,that ſome companionot his hath confekt it, 
and that it is in vaine for him any longer, to deny ,, or that he was 
ſcene at ſuch time in ſuch a place , by ſuch and ſuch , when indeed 
theſe things were nor ſo, but ſomewhat equivalent to themyvas true, 
viz, Argumentsconvinciag their guilrineſſe ,; even as much as theſe 
things. would , though not to make them, confeſſe; I ſay ſuch 


| courſes taken by way of probation and tryall, and finding out guilci- 


nefle, are nor to be eſteemed lyes, becauſe! here the meaning is to 
be taken according tothar which ſhall be, Chorely diſcovered, and 
not according to the preſent ſhew of. words. Thele be bur a kind 
of ironicall carryage , noma:<elies then an irony , that by affirming 
one thing in ſuch. and ſuch a manner and geſture, doth athrme the 
quire contrary. But to doe thus in way of excuſing or hiding a fault, 
and keeping ones ſelfe from the knowledge of a Governour, is alto: 
gether ({infull and naught , and muſt nor be allowed. 

Take heed tbar you doe nor imbolden your ſelves to deny, and to 
ſhift them off from your Superiours examining you, becauſe you 
ſee /oſeph trying his brerbren , by ralking with them, ſo as is ap- 
parent he meant not as he ſaid. 

Againe, Joſeph made ir evident, that he bad forgotten all his 
brethrens wrongs, and therefore uſeth them exceeding kindly, for he 
weeps over them, and comforts them , bidding/them nor to bee 
ſorry that they bad ſold him, and he ſends for heir families, and 
gives them gifts, and maintaines them and their families, and ſets 
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(I:Ns The Example of Cap, 39 &C. | 


lyvme of rhem before Pharaoh , and prevailes to get them the Land of 
Goſhen to dwell in, and after their Fathers death when they ſend 
and come to bim, he uſeth rhem withali kindnefle, weeping and 
comforting them, as is maniteſt in the ſtory. Sorhar he had utterly 
forgotten all wrongs, and loves them no whit lefle now tbat they 
have repented, thenif rhey had never ſinned. 

Hencewe muſt learne the duty of Brothers one to another, even 
trocommunicate their wealth one to another, and rhe richer tohelp 
| to maintaine the poore in caſe of dearth or want, Or agy hand of | 
| God afHicingand diſtreſſing them, 
Indeed if any bring want upon themſelves, abler kinfmen arc 
not bound to provide tor rbem that ſpend it on their luſts; if they 
will ſerve the Devill with what they have, let them be pinched, 
no man is to pity them in ſuch caſe. Bur when Gods hands brings 
4 affliction , when they frame to good courſes, rhen they are to be 

F helped by thoſe of their kindred thar are of ability» And one able 
| perſon ſhou!d improve his wealthineſle ro the helping and inri- 
ching of thoſe that be poorer, and to their maintenance in their 
| neceflity as /oſeph did , elſe they are guilty of wanting patural! 
affection, and of grear uncharitablenefle. 

Further you ſee, that when men have trucly repented of their 
ſ1nnes , be they-never ſogreat, their finnes muſt be forgatren, and 
they muſt be accepted and regarded ,evenas if they had never ſinned. | 
toſeph is as loving to his brethren , as if they had beeae the honeſteſt 
men in theworld , becauſe now they were truly changed. So ſhould 
men be to rhe greateſt offendours, when a ſound and thorough |} 
| reformation and amendment ſhewes it ſelfe in their lives. Till 
* | | finnes be amended, it is not requiſite to ſhew {uch reſpe&, bur 
| when they be amended. Therefore every ſinner ſhould haſten-ro | 
amend , that he mighr' repaire his broken eſtimation, and regaine 
{ the love which he hath loſt with good and wiſe men. And thoſe 
muſt not pleaſe themſelves 1n their folly, that ro a man truly rc- 
formed, are ſtill objeRing and upbrayding former evill deeds, | 
Herein they ſhew nor the deteſtation of the vices , but wrath and 
diſcontent againſt the perſons , and are farre unlike ro God him- 
| ſelfe , who doth blot the finnes of his converting children out of 
=E | his remembrance, and thar ſo, as if they commit tkem no more, 
| he will no more remember them. 

He wascafic | Againe, in Joſephs carryage to his brethren, we ſee how eaſic he 
to pardow {[ was to pardon, for though be ſhewed himſelfe rough at firſt, yet 
that was not out ofa revengefull paſhon, but out of a deſire to bring 
them to repentance for their ſinnes, for be knew they had beene 
very wild and fauſty in their youth ; bur be ſtill ſhewes love and 
= kKindneſſe , notwithſtanding the hatred that they ſhewed to him, 
and he fees God in it, and would have them ſee God in it , and fo | 
comforts them, and pacifieth himſelfe. All good men muſt imi- 


| fate bim inthis, forgive and forget huge,great,and enormous injuries. 
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Gen. los EtPH,  - Char,39,&o 
If one have gone about to deprive us of our liberty , our goods, of 
our lives, yea have notalone gone about ir, but. etfeQed it ſo much 
as in him lay, and after fals into our hands, ſo that we may it we 
wi { revenge our ſelves ofhim, yer we muſt not yeeld our ſelves to 
| thoughts of revenge, but muſt doe good againſtevill, eſpecially it 
a neere kinſman or brother bave ſo forgotten bimſelfe, yet muſt not 
we ſo farre forget our ſelves, as to require like for like, evils with 
evils, but muſt doe them all the good wecan , and blot thei faults 
our of our minds. Our Saviour rcacheth-thisfin the Parable; you 
know, he that hath beene forgiven the 1000 Talents, as all of us 
have , muſt be eaſily perſwaded to forgive the hundred pence. And 
this will make us forgiveand forget our brethrens offences, if we 
frequently remember our owne, tO admire the goodnefſe of God, 
that ſo graciouſly doth pardon 'us.' Ifanytherefore find chemſelyes 
apt to remember and requite wrongs, yea petty ſmall wrongs, 
nothing ſo high as theſe of Toſephs brethren, they muſt blame the 
—_— of their tomacks, and condemne that rancour which 


well conſidered the love that God ſhewed toman-kind in Chriſt, 
ro forgive iniquity, tranſgreſſion and finne. And now learne all 


| 


and an amiable nature, ready to paſſe by great injuries, ro ſhew 
great kindnefſe againſt great unkindneſſe, and to overcome bad 
with good, This isathing well pleaſing ro God, and ſhall com- 
fort the conſcience in the day ofany afflition, more then all the 
riches intheworld. Revenge taſts ſweet in the doing, bur after, it 
| ſhall Jade the conſcience with terrours ; paſſing by faults, loving 
| enemies , doing good to thoſe which have done us evill, be hid 
| things to the fleſh and blood, and ſeeme difficule in the practiſe, 
but the remembrance of them after , ſhall afford unſpeakeable 
content.” 

I have ſpoken of Toſephs good deeds in ſome part , viz, Thoſe 
that he ſhewed in bis Fathers houſe, and ſome of thoſe that he 
ſhewed in Egypt, viz. In his private eſtate, both in bis Maſters 
houſe , and his priſon houſe, and in his publike eſtate before his 
advancement to Pharaoh, in reſpe& of his dreames, and after his 
advancement to Phareoh , and to the Egyptians and his bre- 
thren. 

Laſtly, Joſeph after bis Father was dead , carryed bimſelfe 
lovingly ito his brethren, for had he revenged himſelfe after his 
| Fathers death , every one would have ſaid, he had but diſſembled 
before, ſo we muſt continue doing good, when natwrall and carnall 


aS long as good 1ehojadab was alive. | 

Now followeth Jeſerhs good behaviour ro his Father, He did 
| thoſe 3 things which children are taughr in their infancy, vis, To 
love, 'bonour, and ſuccour their Father. 1. He enquired of his health 


welleth within them as a great fault, (hewing, that they have not | 


of you this excellent vertue, ſtrive to be of 2 ſweet, and a mild, | 


| motives are gone, and not reſemble /0afb, who ſcrved God onely | © 
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Mat, 5, 
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3. ] hey ſold} 

him as .a bond- 

fave. | 
4.He ſerved 
asNlayc in 


| publike, alive and dead. The eye of him» ( ſaith Salomon) that deſpiſet! 


| what will become of his dreames , but God raiſed up Rewben at that time, 


| P axtipber: bewſe, 


C1IP The Example of Cu AD. 36. &c. 


45.3. 9- and 46. 29, he did gratifte him jn his requeſt 47. chap. 29. 
39. 2, Viſited him inhis ficknefſe, Ger. 48. 1: 3 He ſhewed grear 


Parents, the Lord wilt proſper you ,"if not, curſe you, all ee peo- 
ple wereto ſay,Amen. When a curſe waspronounced againſt awicked 
child, 2. He ſhewed his honouring of bim by theſe efteas.' 1. He 


Ger, 47.7. and uſed him reſpeRively when he was with him, Ger. 
48. 12- Hebowed downe to the ground to him , and afforded him 
2 very honourable buryall. Thus 'he honoured him' in private, in 


Father or Afother , the Eagle of the walley ſhall picke out , Curied is 
Cham to the 'worlds end, for {lighting his old Father. 3. He fſuc- | 
coured his ' Father , readily and aboundantly hee promiſed ir. 
Ges. 45.11. And accordingly performed it, 47. Gen, 12, Honour 
15 Tequired expreſſely in rhe Commandement, and love followeth 
neeeffarily from this. And 1 Tim. 544. the other is injoyned. 
[f I muſt either ſee my Father ſtarve or my ſonne, I muſt releeve 
my Father firtt. ; | 
His faults are few, there is nothing ſpoken of any thing done 
amiſſe by Hordeca: , Nehemiah, Efter, little by Iefiah , Moſes , Hoſeph. 
t» He {wore Ger, 42. 15+ 16, Undoubtedly it was a finne. i. The 
matrer did not require'an oath. 2. He ſhould not however have 
ſworne by the life of Pharaoh: yer there were ſome things to exte- 
nuare it. 1: He was our of the Church. 2: He had not ſuch meanes 
then to reveale this tobe an oath , fo catching a thing as a raſh oath | 
may befall a good man; FY 
Learne therefore to'take heed ofcommitting{ faults ordinarily pra- 
Riſcd, faſhion not your ſelves according to this world. 2. ln ſpeciall 
takehbeed of this common fault , an oath. | 
{ Secondly, hedid trench a little too neare upon an untruth, you 
are ſpies, ſaithhe, and to ſee the nakedneſſe of the Land are you 
come. This was ſpoken of him meecrely by way of probation , and 
not with an intention of accuſing them, but trying them, it was a 
long ironie. | 
Now follow the croſſes and benefits which ſeph bad, His affli- 
ions were many, 1: The batred of his brethren which procceded 
from envy. 2. They conſulted ro take away bis life, Gen. 35. Say» 
ing , 70m comes tht Dreamer , come let whkill him , and then ſhallwee ſee 


. 


, 


to ſhew him favour for his Fathers ſake, becauſe he knew how deare 
he was to 14ceb, and he perſwaded them not to be ſounnatural!, as 
to imbrue their hands in their brotbers blood, bur rather co caſt 
bim intoa pit, todeliver him out of their hands for rhe preſent, 
ntending himfeclfe after to pull him our in due ſeaſon. 3. They 
ſold him for abond-flave to Midienit:ſh Merchanr. 4. Hee ſerved 


love to him, atftex his-death, Gex. 50, 5. If you do thus to your | 


ſent honoutably for him, Ger. 45. 21. He preſented him ro Pharash, | 


; 


and welfare ,-as ſoone as" he ſaw his brethren , Gen, 43. 7. and in | 
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as aflave in the houſe of Puriphar , and toyicd , and moiled there | 


like ſome baſe perſon, though God ſhewed him ſome favour by 
 inclining his Miſtreſſes heart towards him , bur all was over tur- 
ned againe, by meanes of his lewd Miſtreſle. 


\ Fiftly, he was caſt into priſon by his Miſtreſſes falſe accufarion , 


| and there he layar leaſt for two yeares, Pſal. 105, til! the iron entred 
17:10 his ſoule, that is, he was ſo laden with chaines, that his fleſh was 
; faren With them, 

Sixtly, He was forgotten by the chiefe Butler, 
| Beye thankfulro God, if you have efcaped many of thele croſles, 
' make your crolſes eafie, by laying them by the:hard ones of Joſeph, 
-who was better then you : then Jearne to prepare for croſles, for. 
ger nor what you may be, ſlaves, accuſed of foule crimes, prepare 
for che harred of your Brethren. 
' Secondly his Benefits. 
| The Lord beſtowed npon him a great number of Benefits, 
| Firſt ſpirituall. a 
: Secondly Naturall. 
Firſt for ſpiriruall., The Lord was exceeding gracious to his 
' (cule, nor on'y giving him the outward Ordinances, which he en- 
joyed in his Fathers houſe, then the Church of God, for then the 
' forme of rhe Church-Governement was domeſticall, where hee 
had acrihces , circumciſion, and teaching by the Prophers of 
| God. viz, His Grand-Father 1ſaack, and his Father 1acob, for [. 


 ſaack lived till he was of yeares fit for teaching; but alſo vouchfa- 


heart, ſo that he was an heire of the righteouſneſſe of faith, and 
partaker of the promiſes made to his Fore-fathers. And this is the 
greateſt of benefits that can be granted a man in this life, even to 
cauſe him {o tolive in the Church, as ro become an holy man, thar 
'1s a true member of the ſame. 

' $0 God cealtwith 7ſaac, and with 7acob, andat laft alſo witho- 
\ ther Patriarchs, /acobs ſonnes, and Joſephs Brethren , bur he ſan- 
, tied Toſeph berime, andler his Brethren runneon a longer time, 
in che courſe of unregeneracie. Wherefore beloved brethren , ler 
each of us ſo looke upon the goodneflſe of God to Ioſeph, asro 
| conſider wherher himſelfe have attained the ſame favour, even 
to bee ſanftihed, and ro bee madea true believer, an holy man, 
a Saint of God, wee mult bee Saints in this life, if ever we hope 
to come to the fellowſhip of Saints hereafter, 

'G © D hath dealt very favourably with him , as with Ioſeph, 


enlarge himſelfe in rhankes , and ftirre up his heart to bleſſe 
the great and Holy Name of G oÞ, for this benefit, and che 


# 


'neſſe of God, ata high rate, 
| Ccc 
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| houte, | 


| byhis Miſtretic | 


| fng.by theſe Ordinances to worke Faith, andcrue holineſſe in his | 


If any of you finde himſelfe to bee converted, and ſee that 


and that perhaps alſo in his Childe-hood , and Youth, ler him | 


greateſt of all benefits, and ler him prize and efteeme this good- | 


| Secondly, | 
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| wicked man: bur Joſeph was Joſeph till, in all his coffins and 


| . . . . 
not make him waxe conceited, and fo decline to evill wayes, 


ler. 3-23, 
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The Example of GCuav, 39, &C, 

Secondly, the Lord having made him 200d did confirme him in 
his goodneſſe, (or that hee was not turned our of the wayes of 
Righreouſneſſe, by all the changes and alterations that befell 


him. 
His fathers indeed exceſſive and ſomewhat fond affection, did 


(JEN. 


and waxe worſe than before. The envy and hatred of his Bre- 
thren could not make him torlake the trade of piety, and joyn 
with chem in their diſordered courſes, His ſervice in Putiphars 
idolatrous houſe, nor his preferment there could not alter him. 
His Miſtreſſes love and ſolicitations did not change him , 
nor the irons eating in his ſoule, did nor diminiſh gcodnefſe in 
him ; nay his high and ſudden preferment in Zyype. did nor make 
him forget God, and rurne cither an Zyptian idolater, or a 


trumblings of Þis eſtare; if you be ſtill good in all eſtates, adverſe 


and proſpercus as JOSEPH was, magnihe Gods grace, that 
hath eſtabliſhed you in every good word and work, and confeſſe 


' chat you have ſtood by his power : but it any have declined or 


back {lided from his goodneſſe, let him ſee his miſery, and doe his 
firſt workes, returning to God, who calleth back-ſliders, and pros 


miſesto hea'e their back-ſliding. 


So much for Ioſephs ſpiricuall benefics, now for the naturall 


benefits. | 
And firſt in generall. He wasa proſperous man, and God made 


all he did to proſper, both in Putiphays houſe, and in the Priſon, 


| $0 God profpered David where ever hee went, and 70vb roo for a 


while; this brings contentment to a mans ſelfe, and gertreth him 
a good ecſtceme from others. 
See theretore whether God vouchſafe you this mercy, aſcribe 
the praiſe of your proſperity to him, and ler this goodnefſe allure 
ou to love, feare andobey him, to ſeeke his honour, and to doe 
all good with that proſpericy of thine, bur if contrarily , God 
croſſeth any of you, and (ers himſelte againſt you ſo, that nothin, 
thrives with you, ſee Gods hand that doth walke contrary to 
you, and finde our the cauſe, andturne this adverſity, into an OC- 
caſion of the greateſt proſperity. ; 

There is a ſanQihed adverſity, as well as curſed proſperity, la- 
bour tofeare Gag, and walke in uprightneſſe before him , and diſ- 
eſteemecarthly things. And fo much for his generall good eftare, 
more particularly. 

| Firſt God delivered him out of fore, heavy, and grievous ca- 
lamities, and by his ſpeciall providence, andin a manner, mare | 
then ordinary, 

Firſt when his Father ſent him to his Brethren, he loſt himſelfe 
wandring abour, and knew not where ro go, then God cauſeda man | 


ro | 
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; ro{mcer tim that ir may (ſeeme did know him,and told him where | 
he ſhould hude his Brethren. | 
' Secondly,when his Brethren conſulced corake away his life, God 
' raiſedup Kerhen to deliver him, and when they thou; ht after to | 
| have ditpatcht him, the Merchanrs cameby, and ſo God took them | 
' off then, when he was in bondage, God inclined Patiphars hearr | 
cowards him, and his Maſters ikewiſc in che priſon, and laſtly, the 
| Butler remembred him when he had long lien there, and by thar | 
| meanes God brought him our of che priſon, and advanced him ro 
| be chiefe Officer in Xgypr. | 
| Thus you ſee ſtrange and happy — out of miſery , fo that 
Joſeph might well bave called God by the ſame tirl?, that his old 
| Father Jacob did, the God that delivered his ſoule our of all adver- 
(ity, as Pavidallo intitles him. Hath Gvd ſtrangely alſo delivered 


| you our of great miſeries, cither from keeping chem from falling 
| upon you, when in all likelihood they muſt have come, orin help 
ing \ou, when your ſelves cou d {ce no way out? it fo, acknow- 
ledze Gods Providence and goodnefle, and _ not him in your 
good eſtate, that remembred you in your low eſtate: [er thoſ. thar 
| are in miſery, learne ro caſt themſelves upon God, as Joſeph did, 
| ſubmir. be patient, cruſt in him. | 
| The Lordinbringing his ſervants into calamities.avmes ar their 


berrering by them, and his Glory io their deliverances : learne pa- | 


| tience therefore and confidence. So you ſee how Ged pulled him 
out of evils, 
Next conſider what good things hee ſtored him wichall , for in- 
| deed he Jaded him with benefits,as it is in the Pſalme. Ando begin 
; with che gifts of his mind. 
| Firſt che Lordgave him that exeranrdinary gife of interprering 
Dreames, even from his childehond almoſt, with which hee tur- 
| niſhed Danie/rtoo, and made ir a meanes of greatpretermenc to'them 
| both. 


| You know how readily hee could rell the Butler and the Ba-| 


| ker, har was mcant by three vine branches, three dayes, 2d the 


| wtin£ing of them into Pharaohs Cup, and giving them into Phuravhs 
| hand, the reſtoring of him againe unro his office, So in the Dream 
of the other ſervant of Pharaoh. 3. Baskers are three dayes, the ca- 
 cing of mear out of the higheſt by the foules, upon his head ſigni- 
hed the devouring of his fleſh by birds, afrer chat Pharavh had han- 
ged him on the third day. So for Pharavhs Dreames, the number 
| of rhe kine, and cares of corne 7) and -, ſignifying each ſeven 
yeeres, the qua'ity of the kine and cares, full and good cares, with 
far, fleſhic, and well favoured kine, plencifu!l yeares ; thin, blaſted, 
and empty eares, With leane ill fleſhed and il) favoured kine, yeares 
of famine. The eating up of the far and goodly by the leane, che 


ureter forgetting of the paſt abundance, bythe following of the fa- 
mine, and the number of dreames. 
| Ccc 2 * Secondly | 
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LIE: = { be Example of Crap, 3 
Secondly , the certainty and nezre approaching of the things 
which was ro bee ſurely and inſtantly fulniled. You fee how | 
| apt theſe dreames were to{1_nifhe rheie things.and when God gave 
| ro ſoleph the ſpiritot interpreration, how ealie the Interpretation 
is, and how ft and handiome as it were, all things ſorting ſo rea- 
{ouably tor (ucha meaning. Donbrlefſe chis interprerarion by its 
awne cleareneſle, and firneſle, did carry rhe credit o' truth with ir. 
Now at thoſe times, when Goddid pleaſe ro make Dreames an or- 
dirance ot his, tor'the revealing of things neceſſary, it was a (pe- 
| ciall favour o: his to 2ive the power of interpreting them too, for 
what is a dreame it it be not interpreted, bur a meanes of perplex- 
| ed choughts and feares? Now God rthar gave power ro ſhew the 
\ meaning of Dreames, when Dreames were his Ordinance, is able 
alloro givethe gift o! interpreting his Word unto men, ſeeing the 
Word is now his Ordinance, tor the revealing'of allecuch to men, 
| needfull-to ſalvation. | | 
We muſt beſcech God ropowre gitcs upon his ſervants now, e- 
ven to give unto his Miniſters $K1ll and will, ro become faichfa!] 
iorerpreters of his Word, andit God do give to anv an extraor- 
dinar+ gitt this way, let him be thanktull coGod,and aſe ir tor their 
20d tharnecd tr, 
| Another gitc of bis mind, was great wiſedome and dexterity to 
mannage any buſinefſe commirred to his charge : You ſee how hee 
ditpatched matters inthe great houſhold of Putiphay (o , that they 
| perceived that all rhings went well, which conld nor have bin fo, 
1t the perſon that ordered all, had not had an excellent head ro 
guide them; and after, when he was in prifon, by little and lirele 
his Maſter found out his excellent ſuficiencies, rodoe any worke, 
and therefore, as the former maſter did, (o hee inctruſted him wich 
a'l. And when from ordering a tamilv,he came to order the whole 


| 
| 
| » 339 Indeed 


Kin dome of Zg»pr,he underwenc that buſic and toileſome work 
with ſo much diſcretion, as gave rne King and all his people con- 
; rent, ({o that to Joteph, Pharoah (ent them, and nnto Joſeph they 
gladly repaired, 6 by 

| Ir isaſingular favour, when God gives one, as they call ir, a 
| $06 4 Head-piect, an aptnefle and fitnefſe ro. conrrive martrers diſ- 
 creetly, and ro order them prudently, as it is faid of the Depury 
in the 4#s, that he was 4 prudent man, one that could refolve and 
exccute well, and ſquare our fir meanes for cach end, and {o!low 
' it accordinely. int, E” £ 

| This wiſedome as well as other Learning, was given to D 4- 
N1TE LL, and to SOLOMON, and 'to:many good men, and 
the ſame was. tound our alſo iv ACHITOPHEL and in bad 
men. Ir is, not a gitt of holinefſe proper to rhoſe- who muſt bee 
ſaved ,; but a giit which the Lox 'b fees firte for! the commoit 
benefig of Man-kitde, ro beftow npon wicked and unſanttified 
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| world, then cheſe nimble anddeepe partes, that it may appeare tis 
| of his grace, and nor of nature, that men bee godly and vertuous, 


world y things that have it, bur Jer chem which have ir take heed 


pernicious, 
Craft is naturall wiſedome, ſeparated from Juſtice, Truth, Cha- 


rity, and other graces, and joyncd with falſchood, injuriouſne({:, 


Prince, 


up vour (elves to blefſe God forit, and make afect ir tor the good 


vantage, and let men be careful to beg, not nnely natura!l, bur 
ſpiriruall wiſedome of God, both are promiſed by him. 

| _ Thus farre ot his gitrs of minde, I oe on toſpeake of external! 
gifts, I meane the good things char were without bimſelfe, 

| Thefitkt is, that where ever he came, hee was eitcemed, loved . 


—_— 


| Indeed many times God chooſerh,rarher the ſimple heads of the | 


Apgaine, take heed that you waxe not proud of this gitc, bur tir 


| But an excellent gitr it is, and makes way for cheir pre! "CCrMent it | 


of ſuffering it to degenerate inro Cratr, for chen ir will become. 


and ſelfe-love, as ir were a weapon in the hands oft Traytors, a PR 
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and benefit of ſimpler heads, and nor only for your particular ad- 


Craft, what 1: 


15. 


t ver he came, 


truſted. His Father loved him above all his Brethren, and eſteemed 


he was cltcca 


| med,'v id > 


A tt 


more of him, then of chem all, and pur confidence in him, fo thar 
he believed his reports of his Brethren. and obſerved hisdreames : 
his Maſter Putifhar, the Zgyprian, lovedhim above all his ſervanes, | 
andrrufted him with all his eſtate, and had bim in great account : | 
putring all into his hand: hismiſtreſle efteemed him, but roo much, 
ind loved him too much, and durſt truſt him with her name and 
honour, 1 inthe caſe 1 ou know of ; rhen Pharaoh truſted him wich | 
his ring, andthe command of all Fegypr, and imployed him in thar | 
molt important affaire of providing andielling Corne, and what | 
eſtimation he had with Pharavh is evident , and what love, when for | 
his ſake he {o reſpected his Father and Brethren as to give them the | 
land of Goſhen for a poſſeſſion, the peopie allo they loved and ho. | 
nourcd him exceedingly, andeven pur cheir lives and lands and all | 
into his bands. 
A man more affeted, reſpected and eſteemed, then Joſeph in his 
time, no ſtory can name; it isa ſingular thing ro bee loved, regar- | 
ded, truſted, accounted, notonlya wiſe, bur a juſt , good, worthy 
man, and to have the good wils of men attending him alwayes. So | 
it was with David, all loved and honoured him, bur he which ſhould 
have honoured him moſt, his facher in Law, Saul. let all ſtrive by 


ſhewing all Joſephs vertues, roget the good will, asot God, ſo of | 


men, that they may be capable of doing and receiving fo much more 

ood, by how much he hatch more command in the hearrs ofmen, 
Indeed Gods people have lived ſomerim2s amongſt ſo evill 
perſons , and in ſo evill dayes, rhart their vertues have begor- 
ren hatred and reproach , bur if mensprattice be nor evill, and 
GEC'2 times 
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' times be not very bad, good carriage will get good will and g90d 
c{teeme, be not lo farre carried with mens words and liking, as tv 
' condeſcend to rheir ſinfull courſes , for rhe attaining thereof, bur 
| fo tarre, as faichfnl', wiſe, loving and vertuous behaviour will win 
' men, every man ſhould labour and feck to procure the atfeCtions of 
| others. 
| 4: ma | | Secondly, Joſeph had great outward preferment, he was made a 
pen. | Chiefe Commander and Counſellor of State in Xgypt, to teach 
= | bis Senators miſedome, as is in the Plalmes , and withall hee had an 
heart given himto uſe his preferment well, for the common bene- 
 firof mankind, and opporruniry too, ro ule it for the particular 
' good of his father and family, and for che preſervation of the 
| Church. 
EZ To be,preferred unto a place of great honour and authority, is 
| a thing that moſt mens eyes doe gaze after, and ambitiouſly wiſh 
| and ſecke after; bur to have it caſt upon man, by God, for his good 
| delervings, and then robe fo bleſſed in ir, as co make ira meanes of 
| benefitting many, eſpecially rhe Church of God, this is a great 
| benehr. | 
| So did Heſter uſe her preferment, and Morderay his , ſo Daniel 
| bis, fo David and Solomon theirs : you are not likely any of you, to 
come to very high place, yer who can tell perhaps, there may bee 
ſome young ſcholler or orher amongſt you, that may come to high 
place ; ler me ſpeake ſuch a word tohim now, that may come into 
his heart hereafter and doe him good. If you be advanced. ſtrivero | , 
| Pp doe good to the Common-Weale, and ler che Nation fare the ber- 
= - ter for you: {trive to do goodto your kindred,& the Church, chough 
| the Church may not conſiſt onely of your family. 
| Honour and great titles, and offices, .will be but like a high gib- | 
"7 1 ber, to expoſe men unto diſgrace, if they be uſed at the Comman- | 
| dement of ſelfe-Jove,and other vices, but happy is, and ſhall he be, 
chat hath Joſephs prefermenr, and Joſephs hearr rouſe it according 
to his example. 

Bur woe unto thoſe perſons which being lifred up to honour 
bz prove like a ſtone in a ſling rodeſtroy many, and chiefely to barter 
| downe vertue and piety and them that follow-it. 
| 5 He have) Thirdly for gifts of bodie, /oſeph had a ſtrong and able body, 
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| trong and | 


able body, | 45 appeares by his living toa 110 yeares old. This is a great bene- 
| | fhtrothem in whom it 15 found in the way of righteouſneſſe, live 
ſo, young men, that you may be capable of it: and you that are 
o1d, bethankefull if God bave granted you it in the ſame manner 
as he did to Toſeph, even to be long in the world toenjoy the com- 
forts of theworld as he did. For he was thirty yearcs old at his 
preferment, & therfore he lived in that flouriſhing honour ful eighty 
yeares. A happy recompence for all the ſervice hee did to the 
Church of God, and for his true feare of God not offeading him, ro 
ger his Miſtreſſe favour, and toriſe that way. 
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For his miſery into which he ſeemed ro caſt himſelfeby his go09- | 
neſſe, was even apaire of ſtaires to lifr him vp into the place of | 
| honour, wherein the Lord cauſed him to continueeighty yeares, | 
| His goodadle in complaining of his brothers faults , made ther | 

hate him, his goodnefſe in denying his Miſtreſſes ſollicicarions, | 
made her hate him. | 

Their hatred imade him a flave , ber hatred made him a prifoner, | 
bondage and impriſonmect brought him acquainted with the 
chief: Butler, made himſelfe known to Pharavh, and {obroughrt 
| bimup to this exceeding height of place. Blefſed be God for his | 
goodnefle to his people, no man ſhall hazard himſeltero temporall | | 
miſery for con{cience ſake, but God will requite him with a hundred | 
fold (atſeaſt more comfort) here , as well as with life eternal! | 
hereatter, Let 7oſephs wages make you not afraid , fo farte as you are | : 
called ro it, to doe Toſephs worke, that 1s , tO lay and doe g00d, and þ 
forbeare evill, though you incurre hatred and dapper, and much | 
affliction thereby. fa 

Laſtly , oſeph was bleſled roo in his poſterity, to make bis well- | les ta 1 
fareup fully , be lived toſee the ſonnes of Hansfftth and Ephraim hig | 5 poſterity, 
ewoſonnes, and he lived to ſee the part of the birth-right even the 
double portion conferred upon his children, and that by the mouth 
of his Father, inſpired by God , when he made his laſtwill, 7acob 
adopted his two ſonnes to himfelte to make two Tribes, and God 
made them borh great , but eſpecially the younger, be made bim 
2 Pprincipall Tribe for pofleſſions, and command afterwards ; and 
this alſo is ſome ſatisfaRtion to a Farther, if he know that his 
children after him ſhall flouriſh tor many generations, 

O that we could feare God and follow true vertue and piety as 
loſeph did, that he might bleſſe us alſo as he did him, in our ſelves | 
and poſterity, inour ſtate and our name , in our bodies, and in our 
ſoules , and 1n all that pertaineth to us according to his promile. 
And let all that feare Go4 be aſſured, that ſo farre as is good for 
them, the Lord will 'give them. proſperiry in thele things , for he 
made the ſame promiſes to all his people and will confirme them, 
ſo farre as they are capable, and ir way ſtand with their ſpirituall 


good. 
Now you have heard of /oſephs life, conclude we with the con- 


cluſion of his life, his death. | | 
For neither honours, nor favours, nor grace, nor any thing cou'd | *'* ©*2'% 
keepe death away , and it muſt defall me ,and you, and all that now | 
live and are to live hereafter: onely marke that he dyed a godly and 
comtortable death , for in the cloze of his life, he made profeſ\- E 
fon of his being an Hebrew , not an Egyptian, by taking anoath 
of them for the carrying of his bores into the Land of Canazn, gave | = 
them a promiſe of rheir returve thither , which was alſo anexerciſe 
of his faith, ro demonſtrate his comfortable expeRation of life | 
eternall, whereof the Land of Promiſe was a figure. You arenot | 
Ccc 4 .. 1gnorant * 
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!Enorant Brethren, chat within the compaſle of an bundred veares 
2 minute being compared to eternity, the whole number of you 
muſt be as well as oſeph dying and dead men. Be intreatcd co | 
divorce your hearts from ſinne, the cauſe of death , from the world, 
which at ceath you muſt leave, and from men which cannot helpe | 
you, neither in nor after death, and labour to get righteouſneſſe 
which will deliver from death , ſome afſurance of heaven , that ye | 
may have a place of comfort after death, and intereſt into Chriſt, 
who can fave you from the hurt of death- And theſe things if 
you attaine, you 'may triumph over death with Pay/s 
queſtion, Deathwhere # 8 d] fFing f elſe death 
will criumph over you, with the queſtion 
-of Chriſt, Whoſe then ſhall be theſe - 
things of which thou glorieft # 
So much of / 
loſeph. 
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: FS ot, whom wee cannor name to you, for 
Ree the Scripture giveth him no nam © at all. 
& He bath ago0Jname,a goodreport:11 SCrip- 
8 tc for 22999 man, but no namt, tiiat 18, 
© no particu/at' ſurrzme,, or - profer nate, 
D by which be wes-vluelly knowre and dt- 
So tinguiſhed from orbey men of his Coun- 

WD ry or progenitors : of bis. birth or deach 
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relation to Juſeph, he was Toſephs\ Steward x for as Hiſrph ſowed , ſo 
did he rcape, what a kind of ſervaneavd Steward hunſylie was to 
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> NN E perſon alone remaineth tobe ſpoken | Ieph1Stew- 


. we bave-nothing, bur he is {er forth by his | 


— 5 PIPE - 4 RE 


ard. 

His name is 
not expretic 
iQ Scrictue, 
neuber any 
thinglaidof 
| his birth or 
| death the vo. | 

apoodiervant | 
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| Putiphar , tucha kind of Steward in fore degyee , 61d God provide! 
| for him. 


lfe 


He bimfclfe was a good ſeryant to his, Maſtery and bim-j| 
{eiſe being a Maſter, enjoves 4goyd dervant iro bimleiic, ; many |; 
crimes he Lord ſees fit ro bring a ma0s goodslecds irigois owne!: 
| boſome ; a good: child:ro his Parents , hath good ehyidren ham 
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very dutifull” | 
Cerrwite, 


Ne CO IS 


nor likely, that Joſe 
| but it is undoubtedly manifeſt , that they were ſome ſuch as be knew 
{ro be worſhippers of the true God, which hee knew by ſome few 
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himſelte , a good ſervant hath good (ervants ,and ſoin the reſt. Let | 


this incourage you that be in the place of fervants , to perform- 
| your dutics diligently unto your domelticall Rulers your Maſters, 
for by this meanes you may lay up for your ſelves, acomfortadle 
hope of being ſerved with like care and diligence your ſelves, God 
no doubt hath a ſpeciall hand in diſpoſing of ſervants to every 
Maſter, it 15 he that ordereth chings fo, a5 ſuch a man hath good, 
[and ſuch a one bad ſervants, men often uſe great care to chooſe a 
ſervant, and mecte With a _ bad one contrary to alltheir hopes 
and care, againe ſometimes by mecre caſualty almoſt men light 
2-09 2 very good ſervant. 
More particularly his carriage was £ood to his Maſter, and to 
| the ſtran,ers, brethren to bis Maſter, but not by him knowne foto 
be, 1. Teachable, they learnt ſome knowledge Of the true God from 
him. The God of your Fathers, ſaith he, and your God karh grien you thes 
| freaſure, How came this man to know a diſtintion of Gods ? 
How came he to know that they had « God of their owne , peculiar 
ro them and to their Fathers , which was not then acknowledged 
robethe God ofall the world? Egypt had many Gods, this man 
acknowledgeth one God, and that one God which was acknow- 
| ledged and worſhipped by theſe men and by their Forefathers. Ir is 
»ro\d his Steward, that theſe were his bretbren, 


| 


men, to be worſhipped in tbe Land of Canaan, Therefore you ſee 
how kindly he ſpeakes to them, that a man may even perceive by 
his words , that they were ſo much dearer to him, becauſe they 
'pertained tothat God, This was the more ob{crvable , becauſe he 
| was an Egyptian tervant, O thar all you which be ſervants togodly 
| Governours , would lexne ſome goocnefſe from them, even to 
know and ſerve God ; you all have ſome knowledge of that one 
| God : but learne alſo the feare and love of that God ;the firce'e and 


| carefull wor(hipof that God from your Governours, that would fain 


reach it you, and would count themſelves happy if yow-would learne 


{it from them. But fora ſervant to live inthe familyof a Toſepb , that 


| laboureth to reach godlinefſe unto him by word andexample, and 

| yer declares no ſenſe nor feeling of God , no k owleflye. or reſpea 

of him, bow great a finne is this, and how certzinely (hall this 

Steward of Yoſeph riſe up againſt ſuch in judgement > 

| Burſecondly , 7oſephs ſervant was a'very obſequicus and dutifull 
ſervant, whatſoever his Maſter bad him doc was preſently done, 


| ©: 42. ver, 25, loſeph commanded him to fill their ſackes with corne 


as much as they could carry , and to put every mans money into his 


| ſackes mouths, and to put his ſilver cup in the youngeſt ſackes 


| mouth , and his corne money , and he did according to his Maſters 
words, and C. 44.4. He bids bim runne after them, and fay , #hy 


| have you rerurned evill for good ? wu not this the cup in which my Lora 


drinkes 
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| Grin, losrtrns Steward. Cay, $9,XC. » 
\Arin{s, and for rhich he nould mate diligent ſearch, for lo lthinke it | 
| ſhould be rendred, for the matrer of divining was farre eLough trom Ab =O" 
Joſephs, Loe the obedience of this ſervant ; he by che light of na- pen" 
cure without Scripture, was taught to doe that , and did it, which 
te holy Scriptures teacherh us to doe, viz. to be obedient to our 
Maſters, as you reade by Saint Paw! to the Epheſe. Co.oſ. As alloro 
[imothie, and by Peter. Therefore they are to be blamed , that living 
in times of clearer light, andenjoying more helps rowards vertuc, | 
are yet tare Jeſſe Obedience then this man was, 
| ÞAzjvincyer totheteeth , and ſmoake to the eyes, ſo 1s a floathfull meſ”} 5.umwin 
' [enger 0 i im that ſends him, and cven fo is a floathfull or carelefle | Provert: 
| ſervant ro them that imploy him: as vineger ſets the teeth anedge, 
| ſmoak makes theeyes to 'mait, ſotheſe provoke anger and gricfe in 
| their Governours, Fulfill cheretore the honeſt commandements of 
| vour Governours, with ſpeed and —_—_— , what chings they ap- 
' point you to diſparch, let them be diſpatche4 »n fit fealor, and 
; manner. lt lou werta Maſter thou wouldſt have ſuch a ſervant, be 
{thou thrice ivech a cne, and do as thou wou!dſt be done by. 
| O bur his Maſter (may ſore ſay) bad bim doe that which was 
| Lot lawtull , vis, Tolay ſnares forthemen, in putting the CUP 1nto 
| Benjamins ſacke unawarcs to him, and then following after them 
| with a grievous accuſation; that they had done great wrong , and 
(hewed great ingratitude in taking away his Maſters cup, and (o 
bringing them backe as if they had beene great malefaRtors. | 
anſ*erc, that ir 15 probable, loſeph had acquainted his Steward with 
his meaning, that hedid this notwithan incention of bringing them 
'neo ſervitude, or doing rhem any wrong, but making a lictle fur- 
ther tryall of chem for ſome conſideration, and ſo the thing was | 
nor 1] done of Zoſeph , nor of him, Ler your obcdience , therefore 
know its due limits, obey your Maſters in all things, fo farre as 


| juſtice and your duty to God will perm.c. | 

Thirdly, his carryage to Joſephs brethren was very Kind and cur- | 3,Hewss 
reOUs, he brings rhem tohis Maſters houſe, ſpeakes come: tavly [8 kind 
Ohm, ſaich peace be to you , freeth them from rheir fcaies , | yy, pre. 
wherewith they were perplexed, liſts up their hearts to God, and | thren. 
faich, he bad given them that. money , brings Simeon forth to 
chem whom they had left bound behiud , and gives chem water to 
waſh their feer, and provender to their Cattle. Loewhat ſtore of 
kindneſſe and courteſie he ſhewes to theſe ſtrangers ? his Maſter 
appointed him to bring them to his houſe , bur all the other 
kind uſage is from bimlelfe as it were aa over-plus, befides that 
which was cnjoyned him, our of agood and affable nature, and 
out of ſome good will he bare them, becauſe Þe bed beene 1nfor- 
med of the God of their Farhers. 

Now ler him be an Example to us, of practiſing like curteſie to 
traggers, and ſpecially when we ſee rhem troubled and grieved, 


5 . . 
and moſt of all, if we perceive them tobe ſervants to the true God, 
| learne | 
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'carnc that vertue of this Steward , though hee was a ſervant, and 
bond-man , yet it was to /oſeph. | 

Thas have 1 finithed the Examples of the Booke of Geneſis, 
which containes a hore and briefe ſtory of the things done from 
the beginning of the world to the death of Toſeph, for the ſpace as | 
it.1s thought by ſome, of 2309 years or therabouts, and of ſome, of 
60 more , becauſe they doe differ injudgement, fo much about rhe 
azeof Terah , when he begat Abraham, 

The maine thing in the whole ſtory to be obſerved is, how won! 
derfully the providence of God , wrought by degrees, ro bring his 
Church trom out of the loynes of £4braham, and to make it a great 

and mighty Nation , which was buta little family, preſerving 

truth , and Religion, in that houſehold and lineage, 
when hee ſuffered all other Nations bylittle 
and little to follow their owne way 
and runne into Idolatry and 
abominations; 
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their parents death,r \Þ.25 2. 


| (»ildren 


rents, pare. 250 25, 


ſnccour their Parents, pap. a Bo, 17: 
\þ 21.24, 

Y. u got Children a natural! thing 
'to! love th 1. pw 


F 


| Ved; N, * {ſh 
| (bilirennnriogrieve over-much for | 
| 
the [Ir J24th, p,: 82, 
| Children ought patiently to beare 
| theip pare tncele R, ».a 99. 


| 


Children on: "ht to ſubmuc themſelves 


to their parent $ in{t-uctions, p.15 383. 

| Children vu2ht quietly t bearc their 
| parents chiiti{-ments, p.158, 
| Children 013ht not to put off their 
dutifulneflſe ro their parents though 
they have dealt hardly with them, pe. 
159. 

C hildrex that have good education 
2 grievous thing 1t 1s for them to fall 
| lato fouls (198, p.4 139, | 

Child-he1,d:liverance from the pe. 
rills of it 1s a matter for whic' publick 
thankes ovght to be given, par. a 104, 
Ios, 

Many that account themſ-lves Chr;- 
' flians corn {hore of the civill virtues 
of Heathen,p.a 116, 

Dur ought to have the victne; 

Heath-n tn a larger meafare, and 
\berter manner, and for better ends, 
'p.117. 
| Church, wee are not to fatisfis cur 
ſelves in beiny ourwardly in it, pag. 
158. 

Church ſ\oto live in it as to becomes 
a true member of'it the greatelt benc- 
| fic that can befall a man p 28. 

inferiours ought to ( omplaine to 
[their ſuperiours of the things they 
cannot redreſle theinſelves, p b 3. 

Complaints, what cautions arc to dc 
uſed in makins them, p.b 4. 

Contention a (1N,p.a 37, 38» 
Contentedx+ſſe of 11ind an excelient 
| grace, p.2 5 6. 
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| Weareto beat Coftin Gods £: rvice, 
ought to obey their Pa-}! P-IF, :4. 


Conrtely 1n our carriage CIMINCn 


Chiliren ought to love, honour and |dadic, p.1 10,191, 192, 


Courage whas It 13, 9,106, 


C 4r 47475 good men ouehrt to be, 


p.106 
Courage, M2ane3 to procur? it pag. 


t- Gd ly Children ought moſt to belo- 107. 


{ avenants mide onghe to be pertor- 
ncd, 2.192,191, 


Creation, 


Creation of man neceſſary, v. 2, 

Creation of man the time and inats 
ter of 1t, 9.3, 

Creater of us, God to be ackncyy- 
le *q 2ed, p 7. 


{ roſſes See Affiiftons, 


CroT:r ſhauld feeme nothing to 


them that have true ſaving grace, pag. 


145 
Croſſes, a comfortable deliverance 
Out of them a great mercy, p.3 177, 
Cre([:4, we howid make a good uſe 


of th-m, pa 177 


(Toſſes ea be without them a gre 


mercy, Þ.a 177. 

_— ct, 
iry of our [125,044 99. 

C-ofſ-5, we ſhould ladvur to beare, 


them wich an undejeted countenance, 
| P48-4 1 70: 
D. 


An what it ſignifies, p.a 126, 


lo prevent "Danger people of 
| God ſubjet to diſſemdle, pag 117, 


Wicked en ns in law a great 


croſle, pag.2 
Dark Lao 2 rel matt2r to Come aut | 


of it, page 129. 


Death, 


Death, what kindes of it Adem be- 


Correftions, not to protit by them a came lavjeR to by cating the forbid- 


| great (10, 7,214; 
Corrnptions, God to be praiſed for 


| our preſervation from them, p.25. 


| 


| 


den fruit, p42.4,5. 
Death, we are alwaics to cxpeR and 


repare for it, p.38,50. 
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Dead, Gods people ap apt to en: over- | 


feartull of i it, p.116, £, 
Deathnotinordinately to be feared, 
' par, 259,260. Earthly. 


Death, 4 tinne todeſire it becauſe of 


miſery, p4.4 10,t1,n2. Arthly things not to, be clteemed ; 


Death, how to make it comfortable of,p.26, | 
tous, pag.b 31,33, Earthly things how fore to be fol- | 
To dic a (hamefull and 8 tolent | lowed,p.47, A ' | 
| Death a great croſſc, pag.4 176 Earthly things a ſpirituall ufe ought | 
| In Dearth men oughe t to bring out | to made ofth-m,p,25 7. | 
and ſell their corne, pag & wid 18, {| CEarthly things our hearts ought to 
Decess agreat f1n,P.A 131. | to be with- drawne from them P 45,46 
| 
A = | Foyptians, 
Deliverance, | JP 
; Egyptians their virtues,p.a 181, 


Deliverance out of diſtrefles we | #gypriars fubmirtred themiclves to 
have caſt our ſelves into by our {innes their Governours, 0.4181, 
a great mercy, pag.146. | Egyptians were thanktull to 7cſeph, 
Deliverance from dangers, in our þ A181, 


Mothers wombe God to "be praiſed, | Egyptians their croſſes, they were 
'PeI' 62. 1mpoverithed by famine,p.a 181. 


| Delmeyaxce from dangers when we | | E gyptiaxs their benefits,p,a 181. 
ſaw no mcanes of helpe "ought not to | | 
| be forgotten,p. 162, | 

A ſpeedy Deliverance from miſc- 
ries agreat mercy of God, p. 206. 


Elettion, 


El:4ion of God tree.p.a41,42. 


| Dinah whatit lignifies,p. 1128, Gods E£!:ion what lt 18,p.4 43. 
| Dina» thought to be Tbs wite,p. a 
128, | Eljiezey, 


| 
| 


Dinahs fanlts,ſhe went into the C ity | 
| to ſee the daughters of th: Countrey, E1r22er Abrahams Steward his vir- | 


'P.4139, { k1E3,p,16 3,056, 

| We ought to D/ _ others from| Elizzer proceeded warily to an oath, 
finne,y.175, \P. 16}, 

Diſſembling to bee avoided, p,aj. Elirzer uſed ſpecd in performing his 

149. ' oath ,0.164. 

| Dreames one of Gods ordinances, | Eliezer ſerved his Maſter religionlly, 
p.dI3, | p.I 65 

| E a praiſed God for his good ſuc- 

Drugtenneſe, |  ceſle,p,r 65, 


E li-zer was diſcreete,p,166. 
' Eliezer had a care of his Camels, | 
| 4 20a to be avoided, P.74, +166. | 
11” Eliezer made halt about his buſineſle, 
| _—Z "” Noahs example no Þþ. T56. 


patterne for it.p.75. | Eliezexrs benefits, God gave him a 
.To make Prowl an heigh- godly Maſter, hee had his Maſters fa- | 
nous h1n,p.187, vour,he was a true Chriltian, God pro- | 


| To have no certaine Dwelling 1s a ſpered him,p.167. 

*croiſe that Saints of God have beenc E/iezeyrs crofic,he was a bond-man, 
| u>jeRt too.p.130, P.167. 

| | Envie agreatlin,p,1g. | "2 
E. 2 | / Exnvie 
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| Env ve Who pot defied with it wrong Ev: non 12to be done that good may | 
' Go4,the party Exvied and themſelves, | come of it,p. 177. 
'P.2 96,97. Polls to come a great mercy to be | 
Env4:4 weare to prepare for it, p. a | forewarned of them, p.a 179. | 
' 98. Darc Exampl-s bind not,p.ls | 
| Ox-4e, weare toſtrive againlt it, p,a ! 
- 193,133. | Ey25, | 
Erbron his virtues, he courteoully | | 
ſal: :d eAbraham, was liberall tohim | Eyes wellto te uſed, p, 264 
| and jult and trus in his word,p.191. | Wanton Freto berepreſled of them 
| Erwas {9 wicked that God cut him chat willavoid luſt,p.a 1 8,156. | 
\oft,p.a 161, Eye,vwe ought to have a ſpeciall care | 
to keep i it from wandring when weare | 
Elan, in the houls of God,p.a 1 28. | 
| Oazxhisbirth;p.a 1 3. F, | 
| Eſans virtues, page a I6.&. | Faith, 
| Eſa» ſhewed good reſpect to lus | 
Father 1/a4r,0. 4 16. FE Aith what it is, p.69,94,138. 
E/au was .nelted with his Brothers Faith moſt men without it, p.70. | 
Kind and hiimble carriage,2.a 18 | Faith workes a feare inus to make | 
Ela was not greedy of gites,p.2.1 2.18. {us ſhwine evill.p,79,71, | 
Eſas) oyned with his Brother 11 wa Faith will make us obey God 1n | 
rying his Father,p.a 19. thoſe aRions for which wee (hall be | 
Eſlaus taults,p.4 19. Oc. H{corned,o.72, | 
E[an was an HAypocrite,p.a 19. | Faith haththree ſorts of as, p. 94, | 
E/au gave himiclte wholy and over- ' Faithat God hath taure aAs,p.94., | 
eagerly tohunting,p.2 20. Faith to Gnd,p.95. | 
| E/a« made himſelfe & great by watrre, Faith in God,p gs. | 
p.A23. Trac Faith brings forth a tcare of 
| Eſau vrotaneſle the aRts of it,9.a 24, Gol,pogs. 
| Eſau ſhewed nor due reſpect to his Fanh juſtified by Ovedience.p.97. | 
| Parents,o,a 27 Fait/) wcakenefle of 1t nut to dif- 
| EAarxfalllyaccuſed his Brother.o.a 27 courage us, p.I15. 
Fan hatel his Brother,p.a 27 Faith to be approoved by veciding 
| :/au c mforted himſelfe in the our lives when God calls for them, | 
[thor aght of killing his Brother, p.a 28. / 249. 
E/2%: Benefits all temporall, p.a 28. | Faithto be manifeſted by the fruits, 
E/aus aff]iFions,p.a 29, þ.249. 
| To have the Eſteeme of men iS aſin-! Faire Face men to0 much led by 1 it, 
 2ular favourzp.b 29. Þ.193 
| Good F are to love it coo much a (in, | 
Eve See firſt Parents, {Þ.261,3 165. | 
| Families men bound to provide for | 
| Eves body why mace of arib,p.z. | them,p. a 68,69, | 
Evah why ſo called,p.6. | Fathers ought to provide for their | 
Eves firſt fault,p.11, children,p.102. | 
Eve thought by ſome to have borne 
twins at every birth,p.1 7. Feare, 
Evil, | Feare of God an excellent grace, 
(p.248,249.Þ 8. 
Fvill externall aRs of it we have | Feare of God to be labourd after, 
3 |p,D 8, : 
power to forbearc,p.75 7 Ddd 4 Firſt | oy 
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Firft Parents, 


Fir/t Parents their firſt (0n,0.4. 
Firft Parents their fall deicribed, 


Firſt Parents, divers other fins fol- 
lowed upan their firſt (in,p. 6, 

Firſt Parents, their g90d carriage, 
p.6 


The Index. 


Ce ee ee. ee EE ———_— 


—_ 


G lory. 


Vaine-G/ory to be avoided,p. $0, 
Goa, 


G4 bleſlcth thoſe that ſerve him, 
D,I25, 

Falic Gods of Chriſtians,p,172. _ 

God to be truſted with our weltare, 


i 
} 
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Firſt Parents, their benctirs before | p.178. | 

and afrer their fall,p.6;7. Goas goodnefle to his people ought 

Firſt Parents,their crofles,p.7. to be taken notice of by us, p.192., 
Firſt Parents go be imitated 1n their | God to be inquired of in all occur- 


good deeds, p.8,9. rents.p.15, M 
Furſt Parents, greatneſlc of their | Goa,how hee may be inquired of, 
(in,v.12, | f.46. 
; Go4, how he appeares IG us now, 
Fornication, | p.a $7. 


Godly, 


For nication an heighnous ſin,p,b 10, 
Foruication we ought to be watchfull | Godly, God doth good to others tor | 
againſt it,p,a 248. | their ſlake,p.125, | 
' Fornication helps agaioſt it,p,b 10. | Goaly, God to be callsd on to be 
Forgerfallnefſe of Gods Word a fault | made ſo, p.144.2 $3, 


that none are exempted from,p.258. | Godly whoare made ought to praile 
Fraud 1n all kindes to be abhorred, | God for it,p.: 45.2 84, 


: 


.2 9.  Codly, to be a friend tothem 1s a | 
|. Faithfull friends a great bencfit,0.122 wiſeparc,o.188. | 
' Friendſhip ought to be laſting,p.a150 To be made Golly is the chectelt | 
| True Friexds ought to be ferviceable, ' blefMing of all, p.a $3. | 
; P.a1G1, Good men,a good thing £9 loye their | 
| Friends ought to be truſtie,,.a 161, ' company,p 176, 
| Fwullxeſſe of bread a great hn, p.23 23. 
' Faryof unreaſonable men by humili- 
[ry and ſubmiſlyencfſe to bee appea- ! 
\{ed p.a 57. | Governonrs ought to uſe their au- | 
| ; | thority to ſuppreſlc ſin,p.a. 34- 
| ; Covernours ought {pectally tO Pray 
G. | fortheir owne Families, p.a 69« 
Governours onght to cleanſe their 


|. Wl 
Ee what it ſignifieth,p.a 12 7. | houſes of all viccs, p.70, 


| 


G auUcrnour:s, 


F . / : , 
Many Gentlemen their onely care | Governovys, nothing ſhould drive us 


1s for their belly,p.1 65 . ' torebell againſt them,p,a 187. 
| Gentlemen that have ſpare time how | 


—_—— 


| 


[they ought to 1mploy it,p.165, CL Grace, | 
R ; | Fa T | 

[ Gifts, | To be endowed with faving Grace 

| 15 the chiefeſt mercy ofall,p.144. 


Gifts not to De greedy of them, p.a| Saving Grace who are endow:d | 


18,19. | with ſhould make nothing of croſſes, 

| Gifts of God,we are not tobe proud | p.145. 

| of them,p.b 14. | Greatneſſe any way not to be abufed, | 
boa x = 
| | Habi- 
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P.D 30, 
h eph was blefled in his poſterity, | 
b 31. 
 Tefepbs death, p.b 31. | 


DD__— 


— 


To/e p hs Stemard, 


SO GIer—_— — ——— -- —— - 


Toſephs Steward was a oood and du- | 

tifull tervant,p,b 33,34. | 
[ofephs Steward was very kind and 

courteous to 7o/ephs Brethren, pb. 


| 390 


| 
Iſaac, : 
Tſaacs birth, p,244. 
Tſaacr virtucs,0, 244,05, | 
[/:ac was endu-d with faith,p. 244, 
| _ was religious, p.245, 
Iſaac prayed to God tor all good | 
things, p.246, 
Jſaac mediated, p.2 
Iſaac teared CG 00,p, ph 
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they would preterrc men of worth to. Wrong,r.a 120, 
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perity.p.a 1 22. 

Labans death,p.a I 22, 


Lamech, 


Lamechs faults, 41 &c, 

Lam-ch the firſt begiuner of Poliga- 
my,*,41. 

Lamechs r:vengetullneſie,p.42, 

Lamechs bench, he had ciildren, | 
'.43- 

Lemechs croſſes, hee led an unquict |, 
life by reaſon of his wives, p, 43. 
Lamechs three lonacs inventcrs of ; 
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Strange 


___wR——_— 


El 


T be 


 mentzp. 90, 
| Lana-lords ouzhte not to raiſe their 
| rents too high, p.l b 19. 
Law,the benetit of it inay be {ed for 
 obtaintng our T1 ohr,r.a 38 


, 
Le: 


| LZexh her vertucs, ſhe was patient 
{ 2! ql loving to her husband, and thank- 
all ro Go4.n.2 ICS; 


{e494 fanlts, S1U\., 


vi{ter PA 105 
[,- ah; Fenctrs Che hal a g994 Fs 
Da d. many Crt Jren, was matched 1n- 
tg the Church and went ro Rcave:!, 
abs Croſtes, ſhz wanted her han<- 
bands love, {uftered miſcries with her 
husband,w1s Clear e-eved | p.2 106, 
L:vs what it figrifics, p A I 35. 
Liberty, We ought to be than! ful 
for it and uſc it well,p.a 175. 
| Lite tg be preterred betorc o920ds, 
[P.178 


? 0 [ s 


{,ots yertues,”.169,7 

wy was aTighteous man 7.2. IG). 
L ot lefc his owne Countrey and Ha- 

ncrs nouſe,p. 17". 

Lot was troubled at the evill con- 
ver{ation of the Sodomires p.172. 

Lot was boſpitall,p. 174, 

Lot intreated the So1omites ro deſit 
from their villany, P.1 75. 

Lot foughc ro deliver his fonnes in 
law, P:7s. 

Lot for a good while kept 
bs Uinkle » Abraham, p.176. 
Lots faults,p. 176,05, 

Lot chofte to dwell in a fertile place 
among ſinfull men, p.176, 
| Lot continucd to dwell in Sodom? 
among ercat ſinners,p 176. 
| Lot offered his two daughters to the 
' Sodomites,p,1 177. 
| Lotlingredin Soaowe till the Angols 
tooke him by the hand, p.177. 


cloſe ro 


Strange Langware: a heavi ic puniſh KC - 


Leah werttabed tober frilers hits 
| vand « $4 her | athers pertwaito! 18 » Þ. A | 
| I CF. 

Ce4/) Was a little roo unkinde to her 
TS ag” 


Index. 


Lot was twice drumken,p. [ 78, 

Lots benctics.p.179. 

Lot, God gave him repentance, p, 
179. 

Lot, he and his were delivered out of 
the burning of So4eme, p.1 79. 

Lots aft\itionsp 179. 

{.o's wite,her benctits p.1 80. 

Lots wife was delivered from coptt- 
VI:y,Þ.199, 

= es \wite was delivered out of the 
burning of S2gome, p.1 80: 

Lots witc tinne, ſhe looked backe to 
Fo 7om?.p.1 dO, 

- s wits puniſh:nent,z.18 

97s dau 3h crs had no vertucs.7 183 

"5g dun -hters vices p,1583.Cc 

Gro agreed tovether a 
rv O QT T3, $1 > CTLMmMes P, 103 

Lots dayvhtes make their Father 
drunken, and committed incelt with 
F i N, þ.1 8 7 

{, »t5 to nes in [27 me their hnne, they 
wouw.d not bs ruled by their Father, p. 


221, 


b, 


ſry 
GUT 


Þoft, - 
- 


ZLuf,age will not quenchit,p.21 % 

Lu/t,ycung on es ſoone ant £9 be in- 
| feFe1 with it,n.219 

Luſt, impudencic nit makes 1t out 
of meaſure tinfull,p,219. 


| 
[yin 
Lyingaſinto which mans nature 15 
DIOICP,1 ++- 
To deceive by Lyiaoa great oXnc 
-p.4 8O 


J 


To Lien a PAil1 mn 1s aſinre which 


may beftall the godly,y.:67 


To Lite for tryall and "IF0'B 7 OUT a | 


matter no lin,»9.b 21. 


ht 


| 4 [ # 
Apsrates Ougn: 9 DC revVeren- 


| # ced p.b.1 T 


_NMaiaes, 


- - — - 


Aaides ought to keepe themſelves * 


chalte,p.a I. 

Alailes that have dehled them- 
ſelves, oughtto be hamble and pent- 
| tent for 17, p.4 2 
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Alaidens O2gnt to UC painctull and 
courteous,r.a 3; 103. 

Y'73 Feſt ought tg 5C ruled by their 
Parents and friends in marriage, p. A 


| Jo 
A115 ought to be ſober and mode- 


rate intheir carriage, pa 130, 


Clan, 

2141s Crenion necellary,p., 

17ans Creation, tlic time and matter 
f it,y, 3. 
Ar. , why made of the dult, p.3. 
| (Cars mcancile c in hs naturali and 
| \Piricuall citare fer forth, p,339,Cfc. 
Aten, buying, an d {cling ot themn,the 
| originall ;f 1t pA 103. 
' Aten,whether it be lawfuli to buy 
; and {ell chew pa I 04 


” 
. ut - 


Afex, not to be ew! red for their 
| 8) d{Y\7, ard ! 11:Cal ze!ic — l 7 Os 
= Mamnare. 


A [arridges tor carnall reipes ought 
not to be made,p.5 6, 


Marriage Ou, 2ht not to be under- 


taken by chil dren withour their Pa- 
re/its content, P, 235T, 252, 4 27 63,] 
I57. | 
Narriape, mioney not to b 
the inanc ma cer of jr,n.2858, 
Ale dit ation 2 fie Ci :flary duty, KF 
Alecatation, benetirs ot it, p, 247,349 
bandios a commendaltic cal- | 
'ZP.a 053, 
Milienicih Merchants,m.a 162, 
Altjery,who have becne helptullto | 
us 12 K,ought not to te forgotten, p. a : 
- j 
174. | 
Alifery, what ute to make of cur des 
liverance out of jir,p.b 27. 
Afocrure,q [1n,e,1 60, 


e made 


mo 
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j 
| 
' 
[ 


Alwurder, 


Aura: r a fearefull 19,7,4 3 ,144+ 
Turder, thyuls whom Go: fi th pree-|7 
tzrved from this c11ms, ouohe R, os | 
thankt Ml 79d 143, 
1. $ roy 
Atara: . 2 be thunned, [614, 


4 
- [a> — 


_ The Index. 
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Afnrder, who have committed it / 
ought not to detpaire but repent, p. a 
” 

Auſick, a warrantable recreation, | 
P46, | 


« N, 


T Aama the firlt woman named 
a'ter Eve, and why,p.41. 
Nahor a cood Kinſman of 46 


p.122, 


raban, 


Name, 


A good Name to be choſen before 
riches, p.109. | 
A good Name a diefting for which 
God 18to be pratfed, p.123, 
Napthal: what it igmthies,p,2.1 27, 
Natrre corrupted to be conſidered, | 
P56. 
Nature of man apt to become out of. 
incaſure {infull,z 212. | 
\ 'eceſſities ,Loqd to hte ſought won —_ 
them,p.a 103- 


iN 18 r od, 


N 1mrod what it Gamhes,p,$ 7. { 
Numred was the tirſt that {trove to | 
ect a Mon archy, p.87, | 
A'imrod was: a Tyrant and ambiti- 


DMS Pp 7. 


Noah what it fien 

Foals birth,p G6, 

1\ 'oabs VITIUCS, p 66. 

Noah was ap ertet man 2nd wal- 
\ked w th God, p66, 

Noa! was a Pre :acher of rigntocute 
nelle,y 68, 

Noah had faithyp 68. 

Noah was moved witi teare,”.70, 
Noa? builied an Arke as God bad 
Mm,0.72, | 
Noa9s 2oodnefie inthe floud, p.73» 

Lots g92nc{le after the floud, pe 
N. abs druvkennelle,p. 74, 
2ahs crolies, no man regarded his 


preaching, he lived to ſee all man-kind 
de- ; 


hes,0.65. 


=——_ Oo 


-_ 


- 


| {be 
| dell troy ed. he hadia wicked {om ie, he 
[Uved co [ce his OrSpring Nau Int, pas. 
(77, 

| {Vas benears, p 76, 

| _MN-oav found tavour with G 
boner Was direct: d by God to a 


d, pa” 
a a; 2 of. 


11 hhis A p 109% 
N 14h, od acce -_ ted ns {2critic C 


N 144 hai two godly fonnes p.77. 
N a a hgure of Chrilt,p.77 
N ai; leath,p.77. 


4 Nuarcing of chilitren a neceflary duty 


| belonging eo mothers,p. 140 
0, 
| 
| Oaths, 
1:5; upon jalt occa(ton not to be 
re wel, p.41 2. 
Oaths ught x vifedly and rehigioully 
to De taken p 153.4 54. 
DN 4thr taken mult be performed, pa. 
164. 
0 aths unlawhtall not to be j 
me {,p.*<4,168. 
OG 4enc? jattifties our faith, 0.9 7. 
In yerlai! (0) bo agenre Chrilti4ns 
| 002 ht -0learn1e nt, p. 249. 
| OG tinary 1fin,p $9 


pertor- 
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index, 


fcenc in providing pious matches for 
enem,r.l02, 

Parents ought to provide fir mar- 
rl22CsS tor their chuldren,p. 149 

Parents in placing forth their chul. 
Gren in {ervi Cog OUyg -he chiefly to anme 
at che good of their loulcs, pay. 159, 
I5T. 

Parents, 4 fanle in them ro march 
their dai: h: crs into wicked tam lies, 
p.177. 

Parents, hw they may blefle their 
children,p,255. 4 74. 

Parents ouant CO love their godly 
children bel}. p 2 7. 

P zrents 04.ht ro traine up their chil - 
dren in {o.ne calling,o.a 71,7. 

Th: benefit that comes thereby to 
the:niclves, children and common=- 
wealth,ibid. 

P arer:ts ought to reprove ant chaſtife 
their children for their faults, par, 
a 706. 

P ar:u#5, a weaknefic in them to mas» 
nife(t love more to one child then ang» 
ther,2».a81, 

Parents too inlulgent to 
drens cr1me3.p.4159 

Parents are to oratitic ehildren 1n the 
choice of their marriage if 1t be not too 
INcanv -nient.p.4 I59, 

Patriarks yvihy they lived fo tons, 
p4.51, 


ther chil» 


Nicer: ought to be paincfuil and ' 


dilige it 1 It! cir PIaces, ”. > I5, I6., 
| O14 World, See Worti, 

} 

| 


Nnan was wicke1 and cut of by Gol 
in h's youth, 1.4 162. 
orduald of G23d natto bedet! P1- 
ſed but highly eltze: ned of.p.a 36, 


| . 
P, 


Parents, 
| Fir ft Parents, See Firſt. 


{r-utr are t3looke for crofles 1n 
{1 cheir childeren,p.:o. 

| Parents are 0 love their cl ren 
\with 1 184» {erate love, p 102, 

| Paren:tlovetotheir children chietly | 
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Patienice. 


P atiznce of \ 0d the abulc of 1t a 
great {1N,P.5 9, 

God 1s to be praiſe tor his long 
 Patrencet »Werds us,7 00, 


Parts, 


To have good naturall Parts a great 


favour of God,p.a153- | 
Parts not to be abuſed but well 1m- 


played, p.a15 3 


PACE. 


Peace, for procuring of it we ovght 
oyecll, ane unt9 another, p. 105, 
| To be ar peace with gowd men 154 
95m of wit4o.ne and 29y0dnefſe, pag: 


a 34 35- 


P eacs 
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Peace ought to be labourcd after, p, | 
'a38,39. : EE 

People of God ſometimes weake 1n 
| faith, p.143. 

People of God are to expet much 
tribulation mthis world,p.a 59. 
 Perfeflion what it 18, p.2 42, 
| Perfettinn twotold, of degrees and 


Parts, p.4 43,47, 
| Pharaoh, 


{ 
| P hay aohs faults, p.93- 
| Pharaoh was Iu'tfull,0.93. | 
| Pharaoh carried him(clte over-chur- 
!1ſhly toe Abraham, 193. 
Pharahy vircaes, p-192. 
Pharach diſmilled Sarab preſenly 


Ss D:2. | 
Pharaoh uſed Abraham kindly for 
Sarah \akeyp.194. | 
j Pharanh lets Abyabans depart with - | 
{out offcring any injury to him, p.1 94+ 
Phazaohs Butler and Baker. | 
| Phararhi Butler and Baker, their 
good deeds, rhey bare their imprifon- | 
ment patiently and cheerefully, they | 
deipiſed not To/ephs  yourh or meane |; 
condition, p.4 17.0, 
Ph irarhs Butler and Baker their | 
faults, they both ſeemed to commit | 
ſore treſpaſle, p.a 173. 
\ Pharaths Butlers (peciall fault 1n | 
forgetting /eſeph,p.a 174. | | 
' Pharasbs Butlers and Bakers croſle, | 
they were both imprifoned, pag. a | 


[ 174. 


tr >. _— 


| o 
| when he knew her to be marricd, pag. p.199» 
' 


' tended with 1/aac;p.a 35.0c, 


| tobe lcft if poſſtble,p.x 76, 
Plagues fometimcs Ientto do a man | 


g00d,v-195. ; 
In times of Plenty ſomething ought | 


- ————— Y _—_— PC ern _ 
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The Index. | 


to come to the knowledg of his 


dreame p.1177« 


Pharaoh contemned not T7eſeph be- 
cauſe hs was a poore ſeryant and of | 
low degree,p.a 178. | 

Pharoal when he law Toſephs wiſe. | 
dome, he preferred him, p.a178. | 

Phara»h continued to favour 7o/eph 
all his life long, and favonred his Father 
and bretheren for his ſakeyp.a 179. {| 
| Pharaohs tault, he continued a Hee | 
then though hee had a Joſeph 1n his | 
Court,pa 179. | 

Pharaohs benefits, God warned him 
of the famine before hand, God gave | 
him a faithtull and wiſe ſervant, he | 
was a rich and mighty Prince, p.a 179. | 

Phara#h nothing ſaid of his croſſes, 


Philiftins, 
Philiftins envied, wronged and con- 


Placer where wickedneſle abounds 


—  ——— 


to be laid up fordecare rimes,p.b 16,17. 
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Poore, 


Poove ought to he invited to onr hou- 


[CS,P. 174 
Poore to be pinching to them a great 


| (inzp. 236. 


Poore, who Gods,and who the D1- 
vels,p. 23 7. 
Poore, Chriſtians ought to relceve 


Pharaohs Butlers crofle alone, he | them,p.238. 


was hanged,p.a 175. .  —_— 
' Pharachs Butler and Paxer their 
'bencfts, they were both ia high place 


Idle Pore not to be relecved, bu? 


chaſtiſed,p.238. | 
| 


Pope, his wickedneſlc in freeing ſub- 


-under a ereat King, they hid Teſeph to jets trom their oaths to their Princes, | 


'artend them in priſon, p.4 176. 
' Pharaohs Butlers benefit, he both | 
'knew he ſhould be delivered our of | 
' 


| 
/ 


priſon, and was delivercd;5.2177, | 
Pharash, 


harachr good deeds,p.a 177+ 
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f 


' P.2I4-. 


Potsphar, | 


Potiphay a great Man,f.2 164, 
Poriphars taults,0.a I65, 
Potiphar gave himſelte wholy over 


— 
=——_— - 


| 


hs. hl 


P | to caſc having a g00d teward, p.a _ 
Pharah aicd all the mcancs he could | Potiphar beleeved his wives coPnng | 


(lander * 


Ls 4 
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flander againſt his ſerv ant,f.a 166, Pri: te, ettc as of it very —— 
P otip!. arr good deeds,p.a 167, Pp. 224, ; 
| Porip/ ar obſerved his ſervants good Pride produceth (infull carriages in 


 ſucceſle, artloved and rewarded him all reſpeRts,p. 224, 225. 


\ for it,p.4 167. \ Prideall ought to ſearch whether ir 
Porphar did not take away Joſephs , be in chem,p. 225, 

life in a rage p.a I 67, | Pride how we may know whether it 
P atiphars benetirs, he had an honou- ratgne in us, p. 2 26,237,228 

rable ottice.y.4 168, Prite what it IS, P.227, 


| man :phis wile, p.a 168, | eh, 


| 

| 

| Portiphars crofles, be had a lewd wo-| *Pridethe meanes to fubduc it,p,z * 
f 

| Pr;4 and baughtinefle how they dif. 


| fer,p.239. 
P otiphars Wife, | Pridt, (1gnes to know It inthe out- | 
| ward carriage,p 2 39,240, | 
| P o1iphars Wife , her faults, ſhee was | Prefazeneſſe whar it 15, p.a 35- 
| an adulterous,tmpugent,and molt mal!-' Prefaxeſſe a tearcfuli {1n,p.4 25, 
/ 


| tlous Woman,.a 169, | | 
Promiſes, | 


Prayer, | 
Promiſes, Gods deferring of them 
Pyayer a neceMary duty to be perfor-| ought to be borne with paticnce,p.366 


med, p.245,247. Promi{es qught to be kept pals2. | 
Prayer how to be made when wee Promiſes of God ought to be mrufted | 
feare any crofſe,p.a 50,51. to0,p.Aaiz. | 
| To wraltl- with God in Prayer All Proſperity, what uſe we arc to make 
exc: Ilenr thing,y.a 51. | of it, p.b 26, 
Prayers to have them heard a great P uni/hment of ſin, we ought not tO | 
priviledge,p. a 87, | tobe vex:d at 1t,p.1 9, = | 
Prai/e ought to be returned to God! Gods Puniſhments are anſwerablc oY 
for proſpering 2 us 1n Qur aftaires,p0,165, mens (ins,p. 62. | 
Preachers, G +d co be praiſed for the | 
plenty of the " 1 this Land,p. 68. Q. | | 


ſend r' em = hey are wanting, (eo ought to be avoided by 
mm continue them where chey arc, US,P 161.4 114. | 
i Þ+ 63 p | 
| Preaching of the Word a grcat incr- | R. 
[rp.00G 

Preſume we ought not of our owne E” Rachel, | 


| ſtrength,p. re. 


| Pref-rment to be uſed for the bene- | Achel, her birth p.a 99. 


_— 7 — _  — 
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| fir of the Church,p.a 30. | Rachel, her taults,p.a 96,0. | 
Princes, all reverence ought to be | achel was cnvious towards her ' 
| ſhewed tothem,p.b 14. | —_— a 96. 
Privil-dges externall not tobe reſted , Rachel was paſſionate towards her 
in,p. .80,81, ; husband,p.a 99. 
Rachel brought her ſervant to ber | 
Pride. husband to be his wife,p,a 100, 
Rachel makes God @ vartner with 
Priiga great (in, p,222, | her fond paſlt2ns,p.a 1 05, 
Pride, the nature of it ſally diſcove- | Rachelinfalts over her tifter becauſe 
red,y.2 2. ſhe won her husband to beget chil.jren 
| Priae, cauſcs of it,p.223. ' of her hand-maid,p.a 101, 
| | E e604 Rachel | 
{ 
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| Rachel was over +-caneſtly deſirous 

{of R-uhens mandrake $,0.4 I'G'. 

| Rachel ſtole away her Fathers Idols, 
and diſſembled with him afterward, p. 
2101 

| Rach-l; virtues, pa 10 }.0c, 

| Rachel was one of! hor Fathers 

| ſhzepe-k:epers, p.a 103 

Rachel faw God in her barrenneſlc 

{atlaſt, andfell r» praycr,y.a 103, 

"ms Wy delired children, and when 
| (he ed one, bleſled God for him, p. 

[210 

| Ra bet requeſted a kindnelle of her | 

' 


_ for all her envy, and returned 
nc to her, 1.4102 
T Rake / preferred ber Hu: 
fore her Porents,p.2 1 04, 
Rachels crofles, (he was barren, her 
childrens carriage was 1/1,p.a 104, | 
| Raceelr benetics,p 4 104, S 


nd bee | | 


Febebkan, | 


Rebebbahs virtucs, pi T.0H, 
Rebrhkab was chaltc while (he was 
; a Yirein. pal. 
Rebekbah was Paincfull and cour- | 
; eo, P a 2. | 
Rebebbab was willing to be ruled. 
by hÞr frieads in murr122240.4 3, 
| Rebekzah j»y.ncd with | her husband 
'1n priyer for children, p.3 4 
Rebekkah inquired of God when 
| the ciuldren trove in her woinde, pa, 
Ks. 
| Rebebbah was dutifull to her buſ-| 
band,p.a 6 
Rebekkah loved her beſt tonne mong 
a 74 
| 4 Rebekah provided ſuch to2d for her | 
husband a&he liked,p.a 7. 
Rebekbabs faults,p.a 8 CC, 
Rebekbah uſed frand to conveigh the 
 bletiingto /acob,p ns. 
| Rebebbah was td) much troubled at 
her cvilldaughter inlaw,p a 10, 
| Rebebbabr proſperity,p.a 1 2. 
| | Rebekah was efteAtually called,pag. 
a x2. 
| Rebebhab was beautifull, 
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healthy, 


Rachels death, p.a 104- | 


—_ —  ..— 


Rebekkak; affliction a Al * 
Rebekkah, her husband was blind and | 
weake,r.a 13, 


Rebekkab, her husbands afteftions 

. were f{rtgo much on the worlier ſon, 

paaiz, 
Revekt 'ah, Eſau refolyed 2d kill her 


tonne "Fg P.4 13, 


- _ 


FC bebbab, [ac+b her l was bant- | 


ſhed from her,r,a 13. 
Reverkah was vexesd with the fro- 
wardncile of her daughters,p-4'14 


Keprove WE Ought our bretherc for * 


th-ir taults,p,201,a 32, 

Rebellion again(t right'ull Princes a 
| heighnous crime,p,2 1 4. 
Kebell we ouzht Not again(t thoſe that 
aVE CONQUETYd US,P.21 3, 


Recreations, Sec Sports, 


Retigion,to i nbrace 1t for by reſpeRs 
a com'non fault, p.4159: 


Religraw not to be followed for cu- 


ſtone and exdinple,p.114 

Rel:gron to be called trom a falſe one 
to the truce, the greateſt bleNling of all, 
P.126. 


Re pent ance, 


Repentance makes the ercaceit finners 


r12':teous p.1 70, 


Repent ance,it 181 great mercy of God 


to vouchſ.fe irus,pa lg. 
Repgentance, the ſeaſons of it ought to 
oc apprehende1,p b x 3. 
R-venreagreatlinp 44.4132, 


We are not to Revenge our ſclves, 


P.4 132, 
Reuben. 


Renben what it ſignities,p $125, 
Reuh-ys fault, hee committed inceſt | 


; with his Fathers concubine,p.a 140. 


Rewhens virtue',0.a 141, 

Renven wiſely diflwared his bre- 
theren from Killing of Joſeph p.a 147. 

Reuben was fully minded to rc(tore 
Toſeph to his Father againe,p.2 1.42. 

Reuben grieved to fec [oſeph taken 


| Rrong.had a rich and godly husband and out of the pit,pa 143, 


'a \. new child,p.a 1 }. | | 


Reuben ſought to remove his Father | 


trom | 
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| The 
from his Rifneſſe i in refuſing to ſend | 
| Benjamin; into Eoypt,p.a 143. 
' Renhbens croſſes, his Father minded | 
' him of his ince on his dearh-bed, pag. 
2 143; 
Renbens benctits. hee had divers | 
{onnes,p a 144, | 
Riches weil ro beuſed,p. 124 
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[ndex, 


Sarah had a godly and rich busband 
that was well elteemed,p. 145. 

S4arab had a godly chil:4,p. 145. 

Saran, God dclivered her twice out 
| of amlery into which ſhe had calt her 
{clte WP. 146. 

$arahs crofles,p. 147.6. 


$4rah was bairen a long time, p47, 


| 147, 


Regh Dreouſneſſe twofold, of che Law | 
| Qi1G C ,ofpell, D 33s 

| Ri, rhteanſne !le of the Law found mm 

ne our Chriltp3 33. 

; of the Gol! PC el two- 
fold, 1 inp ated and inhercn:, pag. 34 

170 

| Rig breouf ncfſe of the Goſpel! how 1t 
dift-rs from the Law,p. 35» 

| \W tat Kiphteou! neſſe wW 1ul 

{ INan p.170, 2 

| Righteous man, three {1gnes 08 lum, 

FJOBL 

| WW ho 1s a Ki? 


tzg rhreon(net 


lave a 


3:cats mann,».66,67, 
S. 


He Sacrifices and Altars under the | 
| Golpeli,,74,246, 
| 
| 


Sarab. 


Sarah birth,0.137- 
Sarahs virtucs,p 148, 
Sarahs taitn,o 13S. 
Sarah 95eved her busband,y.138. 
Sarah reverenced her hu-vand, pag. | 
139 
Sarah was a loving mother, and nur-. 
, fed Tjaac her (elfe,p.1470. 
$arah apparclled her felfe modcitly,' 
P.141, 
Sara's faults ,p.142. Wa 
Sarah was weake in faith,p. 142. 
$arah being angry, falily acculed her 
husband,p.14 2. 
S$arah was lomewhat too r ugh with 
 Hagar,p.143. 
; Sarahcifiembled at her husbands re- 
queſt,p 144, 
| Sarah licd, p.144. 
\ Sarabs benclits,p. 144.05. 
Sarah was a holy woman,p. 144+ 
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P.147. 


' 1nto th- 
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greed Up01 
4 I 5 3, 


thers heire who was a great man, 
4158, 
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3 aral Was 


Sarah was taken from her hucband 
houſe of Pharavb and Abingi- 
iech,p.147 
Sarahs death,o,148. 
Sarah age 0 ly « 


cighted by her maide, 


t all women 1s 
| mentioned in Scripture,p. 145. 


$aints oft fort, Ken and Bait 1 of their | 


triends and kind! cd,p. 129. 

Sattsfatlion ous! G to be m ac for 
wrongs we have done our brethren, 
P.201 203, 


Schechems faults.p.4 155 

Schechem look: q lutitully "n D ina! 
'P. a I 5 6, 

Schechem torced her to naughtirelie, 
Scoecherns vVirt nes,,.4 157. 

ntioned to : Het Dira 
cilovred her.p.a1s 7. 
ines his Father with 
| ir:tre-rs tim to 


P [4 4 4 


Scheci:/m £c© 
en d ic h ad 
Soheche mw 2c qua 
to her, and 
ike to her Father for him, 
Sch chem (ood not over-much t DO 

matrer of portton,pals 7. 


Schechem woul have a'l things a-! 


par 
> £ 
(On 


vefore MATITI2ZC, 


Sch-chem was conſtant in bis love, | 


P.A158, 


he was his Fa- 
P47, 


* Schechems benefits, 


Schechems crofſies, he proved an Ccc- 


caſion of the overthrow of his Father, 
hrs whole family, and tat City, pag, 
4-159 


Scripture we are to {ceke to under- 


ſtand the meaning of it,p.a 178. 


Sems and laphet their virtues, they | 
covered: 
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| covercd their Fathers nakedncſic, par, | Simeon and Levitheir (in p. a 144. | 
_ 90, o- | Sweon and L-viſhewed no repen- | 
Sem and Lapl 2 their bencFes, truc tance when their Father told them of 


'relto10n Was continued i 1 their polte- | their fault,p.a 146, 
| ruiry,p 91. | | Swmeou and Levs their puniſhment, | 
To Serve Cod no vaine thing, | yes, they lot parc of the birth- -right, pag, 
2) þ 4247. | 
| | | 
Servants. | Sinms. 


' 


Agood Seream: ought to be relpeAt- | Firlt S1nve of our firſt Parents, 9.4. 


— 


el Pp 104. | Frrit Sinn? Vivers (1nncs Lillew "Ec 1t 
\ Good Servarrts arc a blcfling for | \þ.6. | 
@ hich we are £9 Pra! tc God,no,131, | Sinnes oreatneſlz of them ſhould not. 
| JET VAKSES ougHhT to TEYCTICINCC th 1CIT | | keep: US Troin reventing NG CIEV119 
| Y YIDNO!UnTCL p.145, | pardo,r, 2 . 
| Serranrs that have done am ile $1nnzs, we arctotake heed that they 
1] ouoht to ſabmit themſelves ro their | grow not generallzp 56. 
| GH IYCINOUrs.P.1.49. S$;1nes of men ,peclaiiy of ſupcriours 


3$r ants O'n: Lore not to C 198 rncin- to b CE COncec ated,p. 9 ), 
{olves in{lentty aganlt the ir matters, | The fa ne vrofls Sinne may be often | 


| 9.150! | ru to by a child of Godzy.r4s. 
| Serp ant, a great bleſſing it ito tam Simrr of tznorince douvleyy.x ts, 

| 
| £2 be laced [11 a good fa: vily. P.15 Sinnes of IQno! Ice nav be commit=- 


Servants, its a great comtoit to hl 'm | ted by che godly, and never particularly 
to bein favour with their gOvernours, repeated of,7,1 19, 
P IS S$1nn's of the time, we arc to grieve 
Serpents ovahtto call upon Godto| tor them,» 152,173. 
' proſper cen in cheir maſters attaires, | Sinne, we ought to difſwade others 


_— 
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P3656 | fromir,p 175, 
$-rnants onohr to uſe al fcretion 1n WEE s dciieratel on, he12hnouſnes | 
FDCIT 1 atiiires 0-1 66, of themn.p, 485,186. 
Servants ought . » be ciligent and Sumner How to Know it hath domin:- | 
_  painfull,y.a 64.2>c,b 7, GN 1105,0,199. | 
| | % | Servants ought wo bs patientunder Sine, to be preſerved from it a 
it = unkind and i In Jurtous : raſtcrs yh. 65. great Hvour of ( ;od,p 2044205, 
” Servants who have beene fairotuil | | Sinue, beginnings of it to be avoi- | 
| - _ {and profperons ought ty be re arded, ded p.21 2, 4 
| ; IG ef Small $:nzer areto be repented of, p, 
+ | $-r21»:5 ought to be.obeatent to 2124 140,141, HEM 
| | their malicrs,p, bs LP ' Simme; when they grow Common 
4 Se b,.p47. wy judgem-nt,p 218 
' Serrericy of God tothe wicked, pag. V\ tlull Sinnes require great MCrcyyP, 
| | G1,62, Hz | ' 
, | Sheep-hrards calling a neceflary cal- '  Sinnes nor tobe {orrowfull for them. 
| I102,p.30. 1s agreat azgravation of them, pag. a 
S$heep-hear1 ought not toeate our the | 246, | 
 ho«Handman p, zo. . Secret Sivnes arc to be repented of, 
Sick ſſe lent: by (Gol many tunes to P2150, 
- | | prevert tin,0.206,207, Secret Sinnzs, to have them diſcloſed 
| - | | agreat pumiſhmenr, ibid, 
= S1meon and 7.551, 1tGod our y our Sinzes in darknefle 
| [ | we arc to bury them in repentance, 'p., 
k Simeon what it fignifies,0.4 125. 2153, | 
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Ot.c Si* begets anorher,p.a 102,134 ' T. 
Enormous Sinnes of others (ſhowd 
make us think of our owne vic nature, & Hm" a very bad woman, p.a 


| p41 1.34. | I62. 
F _ 4 . , = | 
GUrotle Sins, how.t comes to paſle | 


me!) run into tnem,p.a 140. T hreatniugs, 
| Grofle Sins,Go0d to be praiſedthat we | | 
ran not into themyp.a 147. WE - breatnings of God ought to be be- 


Groſſe Sms, who have committed | [cevedas well as his promites,p.71, |/ 
| them ought to be greatly humbled and | 7hreatxiner of God not to .tcarc 


penitent 0.4 141. | them is a ſigne we have no taith, P.71, 

| Sans repentcd mult be forgotten, p.b | 7 hreatnings of Gods Miniſters not | 
{22 | | beleeved by people, 221,222. | 
| Smith ancceflary calling,p.46, | By Thrift wear: to build up our F 3- | 
| miltes,p. 24. | 
| Sodomztes, | Evill Temes wee are tobe good in | 
| | them,n.67,68 ba 
; Sodomues had no vertues,p.211., | Payivg of Tithe no leviticall Cere- | 
 Sodomiter, their faults,p.2 12. ' mony,p.98,99,4 52,53 


| Sodomites rebelled,p.213, Truthto be told,p.145. 


\ Sodomztes mended not by their cha- 
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((tifements,y.214. , | V. | 
| Soedomites were unnaturally fil:hy, | 
0.216. | \ Fame-Glory, See Glory, 


S$olomites,the aggravation of their {in 
by ſundry circumltances,p.2' 7.6, 
Sodomites their pride,p 223. 
Sodomites,their tullnefic of bread, ». Tolence what it 18 p.57%. 
223. | Violence a great (in,p,5 7. 
'| Sodomites, their abundance of idl:- | Folens men two forts of them, p.5 8, 
| neſle,,.232. | 
Sadomites ſtrergthened not the Virgins,Sece Maes, 
hands of the poore,p.235. 
$9domites puniſhments,p.241. Firgins ought to kcepe themſelves 


S$-x/e, hard to underſtand the nature | chaſte,p,a 1, 
' of it,p. 3- \ Firg:nsthathave beene defiled ought 


Violence, 


| 
1 
| 
| 
' 


On SS 2” _— 


| | tobe humbled and penitent,p.a 2 
| Spirituall Bleſſings, 1 ung Yirgins ought to be painefull | 
See Bleſſings, | and courtcous,p.a 3. 

L.rgms ought to be rpled by their | 
Parcits 1n marriage, p,a 3, | 
Civill Yirtwes we arc not to applaud 

Sportr,a {into ſpend our whole time | oor felycs inthem,p.a 116, 
inthem,p.20,21. 
', Sports, weare not over-cagerly to Uncleanen'ſſe,See Formcation, 


tollow them,p.21,22. | 
S$ports,when the ſcaſon of them is, p. Uncleaneneſſe, who would avoide 
22. mult oppoſe the tult defires of it, pa} 


F ports, 
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| 
| 
| Strangers arc to be entertained, p.113 
|| Straygers, courtclic ought to bee; Vow, 
\hewed to themyp.b 35. | 
Swperiowrs, We oughtnot to look up- Fow,what it 18,p.a 51, | 
Teonrs, WEE 1 
on their fins with delight,p, 83,84. | Vow, the uſe of 1t,p.a 51. 


It is a (m to Scaxdalize another,p261 157, | 
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| | bands by undece::t titles, p.139 


- mildly towards their husbands, p.a 6 5 WJ Oxnp men ſhould labour to be good 


a emo 10s 2p _ ———— ——— _ 
| Vow may be forgotten by good men, | | Women ought modeſtly to artirc 


pa 77: theinſelves,p, i 44, 

| | W. | Women Qugint to beware of ticeſt, | 
| | -.* 'þ.4106, | | 
| Ages ought to be paide fer- They who have fallen this way ought | 


| VE: for their work, p.a 112, , torepent of 1t,/5;4, - | 
' Inwarretheleſle part many times Wea, plating of it a commendable | 
; overcomes the grear'r,p.i20 8. thing,p.1 09. 
| Warre, to Wage it to make Ones World, 
'ſelte great 18 2 ſinne,p.2 2. 
| Wedding teaſts commendable, p.a; O!4Wor/4, their finsp.5 3, 
| T15. Ott World, hy tin fo great then,p.54 | 
| Whiſpering a great (in,p.85. Old World f590s mercy tothen, .5 4 
| Wicked men, the yecres of none of } 0/4 Werld,their punithment.p.s 5. 
their lives noted in Scripture out 1/%- Wm lalymindedrefſe to be avoided, p, | 
| wae'r, 9.162, | $8,5 9,86; 

#:1cked men,we ought to praiſe God =MWorid,we are to carry our elves yi it 
for our preſervation from their rage | as Pilgrims and ſtrangers, p.a 45 ,45, 
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'and malice. p.38, \  Wworks,moſt men thinke to be tave/ 

| Wilfall (ins require great remorſe, by them,p.r5 5, 

|P-227. | 

{ Tobs endewed with motail F"{c-, Frong, j 
| dome well to contrive matters Is 2 fa-/ 

' your of Godzp.a 28. . | Wearenotto ry another,p.a 37. | 
| | Wrogg-doers arc with mild langeas = 


| 

| 

| Wives, tobe revtooved,p.a 63. 
7 ought to obey their husbards, © Wrongr onght rather patiently to be | 
\p.138,139. | endured then too grcat {tir made ab.,ut 
| Wives ought 20 reverenge their bnf- their, p.a 63, 

| bands,p.1x 39, | 1 MWrongs, to forgive and forget them 
Wives ought not to calltheir hut- |an excellent grace,p.a 67, 

How agood man # reyged ſhould 
Wives,why they ought to obey and | carry himſelte,o.b 8. 


, 
. 
v 


| reverence their husbands,p. 49. | We ought not to Prong thoſe from | 
' Fives oughtnot to bs led by their | whom we have received kindneſle, p.b | 
| husbands tadoe evill, 144. '8g 


| Wives ought to pray themſelves and = Yrath beſt paciticd by aſubmiſlive 
'to joync with their husbands in prayer, | carriage,p.a 67. 

| Pell Fo | Fo: 

| Fives ought to carry themſelves | 


U 


| 
| 
| 


\ Wives ought to cheriſh their hul- betimes,and wby.p.b 1,2. 

| bands in their dict, P.7-S. | Meanes how Towng men may be 

| A goodWifeagreat bleſſing, p.11 9, | made good betimes, p.d 3« . *. | 
| | TYonng menthat have begunbetimes | 


120% 

| Wife. its a fault in er to be unduly | to be good ſhould hold outro theend, | 
angry with her busband,p.a 99. PD 3» ( | 
1 Þ 4 as Youth,who have beenedebauſhed in | 
| Women, | it ſhould repent and become more ho- 
| Fomento hauc no ſoules a fond con- ly,p.a 135. eh 

| CElt, p.4. | ” 


Women, why the length of none of | | 
their lives is mentioned in Scripturc Ebulez what it {ignifies, p. a 126- 
but Sarahs,p * | #5 | | 
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